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FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW

VOL. 9/No. 1 ¢ FALL 1991

Frank Williams, a third-year law student, spent a good
part of this year as Captain Frank Williams, U.S. Ma-
rines in Saudi Arabia. Now back at the College of Law,
Williams talks about the abrupt change from law stu-
dent to combat Marine and the lasting effects on him and
his family inside AlumNews.
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Qa.ﬁ Notes

James Harold Thompson,
former member of the Florida
House of Representatives, has
joined the Tallahassee law firm
of Ausley, McMullen, McGehee,
Carothers and Proctor. ,265%-
son will concentrate on legisla-
tive, governmental and public
law matters. He represented a
large north Florida area in the
legislaturefor 12 yearsalong with
serving as Speaker of the House
in 1985-86. Thompsonwasa five
time winner of the prestigious
AllenMorris Award for the Most
Efficient Member in Debate and
wasnamed Most Effective Mem-
ber of the House of Representa-
tives in 1983.

70
Joel L. Kirschbaum, formerly a
artnerin Eslerand Kirschbaum,
.A. in Ft. Lauderdale, recently
joined Ruden, Barnett,
¢Closky, Smith, Schuster, and
Russell, P.A. with a concentra-
tioni in Domestic Relations and
Insurance Defense at 110 E.
Broward Boulevard, P.O. Box
1900, Ft. Lauderdale, 33302,305/
764-6660.

72

JohnMarshall Kestassumed the
role as President of the Orange
County Bar Association on May

28, 1991. Mr. Kest has been a
member of the Executive Coun-
cil of the Orange County Bar
Association for the past four
years and has served in many
capacities, including a member
of the Board of Trustees of the
Legal Aid Society and chairman
of various committees. Kestisa
senior partner with the law firm
of Wooten, Honeywelland Kest,
P.A., in which he practices civil
litigation. Kest is Board Certi-
fied as a Civil Trial Lawyer by
the Florida Bar and the National
Board of Trial Advocacy.

73

Frank A. Kreidler was recently
selected as the President of the
Palm Beach County chapter of
the Naval Reserve Association.
The association’s purpose is to
promote the defense of the coun-
try and the interests of the Navy
Department and the Navy Re-
serve. Frank is a lawyer in Lake
Worth and Commander in the
Navy Reserve. He continues to
serve asarecruiter for the Naval
Academy in all areas of Palm
Beach County.

74

George E. Tragos has been
awarded Board Certification by
the Florida Bar in Criminal Trial
Law. Mr. Tragos is formerly

Kest ‘72

Stephens ‘83

Chief of the Criminal Division
of the United States Attorney’s
Office in the Middle District of
Florida. He currently serves as
President-Elect of the Florida
Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, and serves on the Ex-
ecutive Council of the Criminal
Law Section of the Florida Bar.
The Law Offices of George E.
Tragosare Located atMangrove
Bay,17755U.5.19 North, 5t. 333,
Clearwater, 34624.

75

Claudia Isom-Rickert was
elected as Circuit Judge in
Hilisborough County, Floridain
November 0f 1990. She hasbeen
assigned to the Family Law Di-
vision. Claudia’s husband and
law partner, A. Woodson Isom,
Jr., continued his personal in-
jury trial practice as a sole prac-
titioner when she took thebench
in January, 1991.

Chad Motes, formerly working
with the firm of Henderson,
Franklin, Starnes and Holt, P.A.
in Fort Myers, in the area of
workers’ compensation for the
past five years, has now become
a shareholder of that firm.

76

JanetFerrisis currently Florida’s
secretary of the Department of
Business Regulation and has
been a member of the Florida
Bar’s Unauthorized Practice of
Law Committee, Second Judi-
cial Circuit, since 1984. Mrs.
Ferris, who is married to Circuit
Judge Phil Padavano, received a
mmnm&oﬂ of Arts degree, summa
cum laude, from Boston Uni-
versity, with distinction in psy-
chology. Sheisa 1976 graduate
of Florida State University’s
College of Law has been Equ
noted as an attorney in private
and governmental practices in
the state of Florida.

Patricia Butler Vitter was
elected to the Citrus County

School Board in November,
1990. Patricia received a bach-
elorof science, educationin 1973
and ajuris doctor degreein 1976.
Sheis associated with the offices
of Bradshaw, Mountjoy and
Vitter, 209 Courthouse Square,
Inverness, Florida.

77

Lacey A. Collier has been nomi-
nated for the vacancy on the
U.S. federal district sznw in
Florida in the Northern District.
Collier, of Pensacola, is currently
First Circuit Judge.

EdwinP.Kriegerannounces the
opening of his offices as Edwin
P. Krieger, P.A. His offices are
located at St. 2001, Museum
Tower, 150 W. Flagler 5t., Mi-
ami, 33130,305/374-0622.
Edwin was formerly an associ-
ate of Howland and Krieger.

78

Michael Benito, veteran pros-
ecutor for the Hillsborough State
Attorney’s Office, is leaving to
forma new law partnership with
Daniel J. Fernandez, a Tampa
defense lawyer. Since 1983,
Benito has handled 42 first-de-
gree murder cases and has won
all of them. Benito plans to join
Fernandez by this fall.

‘80

Maura T. Smith received her
certificate as a board certified
civil triallawyer on June1,1990.
She is serving as Chairman of
the Franchise Law Committee
of the Business Law Section of
the Florida Bar.

81

Wayne Helsby is a partner with
the labor management firm of
Hogg, Allen, Norton and Blue,
P.A., and is in charge of its of-
ficeslocated inOrlando, Florida.
He is a member of the Florida
Bar’s Young Lawyers Board and
in June, 1991, he will succeed

Robert C. Palmer, I as Presi-
dent-Elect of the Florida Bar’s
Young Lawyer’s Division. He
has authored several articles in
The Florida Bar Journal and The
Center for Employee Relations
Review. His educational back-
maoc:& includes a B.S. degree
rom Cornell University’'s
School of Industrial and Labor
Relations, a master’s degree
from Rutgers University, and a
juris doctor degree from The
lorida State University’s Col-
lege of Law in 1981.

Robert S. Wise announces the
formation of Robert S. Wise,
P.A., Attorney at Law. The firm
practices primarily in the areas
of real estate and commercial
Jlaw and will relocate its offices
to 3418 Handy Road, Suite 204,
Tampa, 1. 33618 in
Carrollwood.

‘83

Bradley M. Bole has become a
partner of Holland and Knight
in Tampa, Fl. He is a litigator
who concentrates on construc-
tion, commercial, and insurance
matters. Bradley graduated with
high honors, and was named to
the Order of the Coif.

Deborah J. Stephens has joined
the law firm of Ausley,
McMullen, McGehee, Carothers
and Proctor in Tallahassee.
Stephens, past president and
currently amember of the Board
of Directors of the Tallahassee
Women Lawyers, completed her
undergraduate studies in Psy-
chology at the University of
Georgia. Prior to assuming her
new position, Stephens was an
Assistant Attorney General for
the State of Florida. She also
currently serves as treasurer of
the Tallahassee Ballet.

‘84

Michael G. Maida has become
a shareholder in the firm of
Messer, Vickers, Caparello,

French, Madsen & Lewis, P.A.
His areas of practice include in-
suranceand corporate litigation.
Michael’s office is located at
Suite 701, First Florida Bank
Building, 215 South Monroe St.,
Tallahassee, Florida, 32301. The
telephone number is (904) 222-
0720.

Ralph A. DeMeo and Rex D.
Ware have become sharehold-
ersinthe firm of Huey, Guilday,
Kuersteiner and Tucker, P.
The office has relocated to
Highpoint Center, St. 900,106 E.
College Ave.,P.O.Box 1794, Tal-
lahassee, 32302, 904 /224-7091.

86

Floyd R. Self has become a
shareholder in the firm of
Messer, Vickers, Caparello,
French, Madsen & Lewis, P.A.
Hisareas of practice include cor-
porate and administrative law
with an emphasis in regulated
utilities. The firm holds its of-
fices at Suite 701, First Florida
Bank Building, 215 South Mon-
roe Street, Tallahassee, Florida
32301; (904)222-0720.

87

Sherri Denton Lahart has be-
comea partner in the law firm to
be known as Isler, Banks and
Lahart,P.A.,434Magnolia Ave.,
P.O. Box 430, Panama City,
32402.

90
J.Jeffrey Wahlen has joined the
law firm of Ausley, McMullen,
McGehee, Carothers and Proc-
tor in Tallahassee. Wahlen
earned a B.S. and a masters de-
mn.mm in accounting at Florida
tate and graduated with high
honors from the the FSU Col-
lege of Law. Wahlenserved two
years as a Senior Auditor with
Arthur Andersonand Company
and is a member of The Florida
Bar and the American Bar Asso-
ciation. Wahlen placed first in
the 1990 Bar Moot Court Com-
petition.
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