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STUDENTS 

Florida State University 

College of Law students 

are extraordinary. Our 

diverse student body 

comes from 32 states, 

15 countries and 191 

colleges and universities. 

The wide variety 

of experiences and 

backgrounds of our 

students provides for 

robust dialogue among 

students and faculty both 

inside and outside of the 

classroom. 

Our students are extremely successful before law 

school and continue to blaze a tra il for success as law 

students and beyond . 

Since 2010, our Moot Court Team has won first place 

in five nat ional competit ions. Our Black Law Students 

Association was named National Chapter of the Year by 

the National Black Law Students Associat ion in 2006 and 

2011 and our Student Bar Association won national awards 

from the American Bar Associat ion Law Student Division in 

2008, 2009 and 2010. 

Our students successfully apply knowledge learned 

in the classroom to a wide variety of work opportunities 

available in Tallahassee. Since we are located in the capita l 

of the nation's fourth most-populous state, students clerk 

at some of the most sophisticated, cutting-edge 

law firms in Florida - Tallahassee is home to more than 

500 firms. Students also help shape and inform policy 

whi le working as lobbyists and at numerous governmental 

entities. Through their work at our Public Interest Law 

Center, students have conducted extensive research for a 

report tha t was cited repeatedly by the U.S. Supreme Court 

in a 2010 landmark decision on juvenile sentencing. 

, 
, 

"Our Black Law Students Association chapter being named 
National Chapter of the Year by the National Black Law 

Students Association has been a highlight of my law school 
career, especially after competing with schools such as Harvard 

and the University of Chicago. Being a part of the BLSA family has 
really made Florida State feel like my home away from home." 

3L LORRAINE YOUNG, FLORIDA GUBERNATORIAL FELLOW FOR 2011 -12 AND 
BLSA VICE PRESIDENT FOR 2010-11 
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UNDERGRADUATE MAJORS IN THE STUDENT BODY 

"One of the things I really love about being a student here is how 

committed we are to helping each other and the community. Most 

of our student organizations participate in community service 

activities. For example, the Student Bar Association coordinates 

food and clothing drives every year and many students volunteered 

at a local middle school last year. This sense of service is just one 

of many ways that the College of Law is a very special and unique 

place to learn the law." 

- 3L ALEX HADDAD, SBA President, obtained her summer clerkship 
at a Tampa firm through the On-Campus Interview program 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PRO BONO HOURS FOR THE CLASS OF 2011 

"When my firm has an opening, the first place I look is the Florida 

State University College of Law. Florida State students are 

extremely bright and have the strong research and writing skills we 

need so they hit the ground running from day one." 

- TERRY COLE ('70), Named Partner at Oertel, Fernandez, Cole & Bryant, P.A. 
in Tallahassee. His firm sponsors an annual environmental 

law scholarship and hires Florida State students as clerks regularly. 
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ACADEMICS 

Your classroom experience at the College of Law can be as unique as you desire. 

We offer traditional courses, but also specialized classes in a wide variety of topics 

taught by forward-thinking legal experts. For example, Professor Tahirih Lee - one 

of the nation's leading scholars on Chinese culture and law - teaches a class that 

connects our students with students at the Shanghai Institute of Foreign Trade to 

simulate trade negotiations. 

Our research center also trains students to produce highly sophisticated, cost-effective 

legal research. Through the research center, students have 24/7 access to one of the 

nation's most comprehensive collections of legal materials. 

Classes are taught with advanced technology by a facu lty that is known for its 

cutting-edge scholarship. In 2010, Leiter's Law School Rankings rated the law 

school's dynamic faculty the nation's 23rd best in terms of per capita scholarly impact. Our 

students benefit daily from this, as professors use insights learned through their research 

in the classroom. We also have a culture that embraces facu lty and student interaction, 

leading to an extremely liberal open -door policy. Professors make it a priority to be 

avai lable for their students inside and outside of the classroom. 

Because Florida State's faculty is comprised of scholars from many different fields, 

students can take courses in virtually any area of the law that interests them. If you are 

interested in Environmental Law or International Law, we have certificate programs in those 

areas. Our environmental program is consistently ranked as one of the nation's 

best and our international law program provides students li fe-changing opportunities 

to explore the world. Students can pursue joint degrees in nine different areas or can take 

graduate-level courses from other programs as electives towards their JD. degrees. 

"Before I came here, I had no idea the caliber of professors I'd be 
learning from. For instance, this fall I'll be taking International Trade 

Law with Professor Abbott - one of the world's leading experts on the 
global pharmaceutical industry and access to medicines. He travels all 

over the world to advise entities including the Indian government and 
the World Health Organization." 

3L ELIZETE VELADO, DAN AND NATALIE SOLOWAY SCHOLAR, WORKED W ITH THE IMMIGRATION 

UNIT AT GULFCOAST LEGAL SERVICES IN ST. PETERSBURG AS A FLORIDA BAR FOUNDATION LEGAL 

SERVICES SUMMER FELLOW 
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COURSES 
..••••••.......•.............••............••••••••••••...•••....•....••••••••••••........•......•• 

"I love coming to work every day and collaborating with my 

colleagues in the Environmental Law Program. We are passionate 

about teaching the next generation of environmental and land use 

practitioners and are excited about pushing the envelope in our 

scholarship. Students who want to learn from some of the nation's 

leading experts in environmental law should come to Florida State. 

You can even earn a certificate in the area - which impresses employers." 

- ROBIN KUN DIS CRAIG, Attorneys' Title Professor and Associate Dean for Environmental 
Programs. Craig's article, "Stationarity Is Dead" - Long Live Transformation: Five 

Principles for Climate Change Adaptation Law, 34 HARVARD ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
REVIEW 9 (2010), was selected one of the top 10 environmental law articles for 2010 . 

................................................................................................... 

"We have an economist on our faculty who worked at the White 

House; we also have scholars who have Ph.D.s in diverse areas, from 

philosophy to history to literature, so faculty members all bring a 

different set of interests and experiences to their presentation of 

material. Because of that, students aren't just learning straight 

doctrinal law, but they also are learning about the surrounding 

environment and creative ways to apply the law to different sorts of problems. " 

- KELLI ALCES, Loula Fuller and Dan Myers Professor. Her recent scholarship focuses on the composition 
of boards of directors and she is currently working on an article about executive compensation. 

STUDENT-TO-FACULTY 
RATIO 

FULL-TIME AND ADJUNCT 
FACULTY MEMBERS 

• 
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Public Choice Theory National Security Law Advanced Torts: Punitive INTELLEC UAL Elder Law Florida Civil Practice Human Rights First - New York, 
Statistics and Methods for Public International Law Damages PROPER y ND Election Law Florida Criminal Practice I N.Y. 

Civil Procedure Lawyers Selected Topics in Capita l Punishment Seminar LAW Estate Planning Seminar Florida Criminal Pract ice II Immigration Court 
Constitutional Law I International Law Civi l Law Externship Estate Planning Workshop Game Theory & Business Ethics International Bar Association 
Contracts ENVIRONMENTAL LAW Civil Pre-Trial Practice Copyright Law Family Law Seminar - London 
Criminal Law Civi l Pre-Trial P,act ice: Drafting Current Topics in Intellectual Elder Law Human Trafficking International Criminal Tribunal 
Legal Wri t ing and Research I Administrative Law Civi l Procedure Property Employment Discrimination Internat ional Trade Simula tion for the Former Yugoslavia -
Legal Writing and Research II Climate Change Seminar Confl ict of Laws Cyber Law Employment Law Jessup Moot Court The Hague (The Chambers, 
Legislation & Regulation Coastal and Ocean Law Administrat ive Law Criminal Law Law and the Arts First Amendment Judicial Externship Office o f the Prosecutor) 
Property Condominium and Community Administ rative Law Externship Criminal Procedure: Police International Aspect s of Florida Civil Practice Law Practice Management The Special Court for 
Torts Housing Law Animal Law Crim inal Procedure: Intellectual Property Florida Dissolution of Marriage Mediation Sierra Leone 

Endangered Ecosystems Bankruptcy Policy Seminar Adjudication Patent Law Gratuitous Transfers Mock Trial 
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Exchange Program with 
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;UNITIES 

1ey present in front of Florida 
,reme Court justices, advocate for 

lation, extern all over the world, travel to 

,cacy competitions across the country and 

. side-by-side with renowned legal experts and 

titioners. No matter your interests, you will find 

~ opportunit ies at Florida State than you have 

to experience. 

~ginning in 2012, students interested in oral 

Nritten advocacy wi ll have a new, state -of-the­

icility in which to practice The law school's 

000-square-foot Advocacy Center 
des five courtrooms equipped with mu ltiple 

) cameras that will allow students to capture 

;tudy their practice arguments, as well as the 

ions of simulated judges and juries. Since it will 

e finest advocacy training facility in the nat ion, 

e plans for the building include hosting national 

c t rial and moot court competitions. 

1BROAD AT ERASMUS UNIVERSITY IN ROTTERDAM, THE 

ESEARCH ASSISTANT FOR PROFESSOR TAHIRIH LEE 

.\ 
Locations 

I'~ A Out of State 

\ 17 states plus ••. ~ 
Washington D.C., "'., Canada and Puerto Rico 

78% 18% 2% 2% 
Bar Required JD Required Other Professional Non-Professional 
Employment Employment (Includes insurance (No professional skills 

and real estate) or training required) 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

One of the most 

important factors to 

consider when picking a 

law school is the types 

of opportunities open to 

students. Florida State 

University College of Law 

students do things that 

students at many other 

schools can only imagine. 

They present in front of Florida 

Supreme Court justices, advocate for 

legislation, extern all over the world, travel to 

advocacy competitions across the count ry and 

work side -by-side with renowned legal experts and 

practitioners No matter your interests, you wil l find 

more opportunities at Florida State than you have 

time to experience 

Beginn ing in 2012, students interested in ora l 

and written advocacy will have a new, state-of-the­

art facility in which to practice. The law school's 

50,000-square-foot Advocacy Center 

includes five courtrooms equ ipped with mu ltiple 

video cameras that will allow students to capture 

and study their practice arguments, as well as the 

reactions of simulated judges and juries. Since it will 

be the finest advocacy tra ining fac ility in the nation, 

future plans for the building include hosting nationa l 

mock t rial and moot court competitions. 

JL DAVID LANZA, STUDIED ABROAD AT ERASMUS UNIVERSITY IN ROTTERDAM, THE 

NET HERLAN DS, AND WAS A RESEARC H ASSISTANT FOR PROFESSOR TAHIRIH LEE 
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EXTERNSHIP SITES, PROVIDING STUDENTS 
ONE OF THE MOST EXTENSIVE EXTERNSHIP 

PROGRAMS IN THE NATION 

"My externship at the West Palm Beach State Attorney's Office 

was, without a doubt, the most beneficial, exciting and challenging 

experience of my entire law school career. In the course of just one 

semester, I conducted six jury trials, two non-jury trials and argued 

several motions." 

- ANDREA ROBINSON ('10), Office of State Attorney, West Palm Beach 

GUBERNATORIAL FELLOWS 
IN THE THREE MOST RECENT 

FELLOW CLASSES 

MAJOR ADVOCACY 
COMPETITION WINS SINCE 2010 

Co-Director of the Public Interest ~aw Center, namea a national Loren 

ys Unsung Hero for 2010 by the San Francisco-based Youth Law Center 

Journal of Land Use & E 
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PREPARING vou f9R cuTTfNG -EQGE 

PRACTICE 

Florida State offers Part of the reason job prospects for students are 

students much more than strong is because professors are ded icated to helping 

cutting-edge courses, their students obtain jobs, clerkships and admittance to 

top-notch co-curricular LL M. programs. Many of our 8,000-plus alumni 

activities and a plethora also are eager to assist They come to campus to ta lk w ith 

of work opportunities. students, counsel them on finding employment in specific 

We believe an important locations and practice areas and in many cases, hire our 

part of your legal students as clerks and attorneys. 

education is preparing Our career placement office is committed to assisting 

you for life after students in al l stages of law school - and beyond . 

graduation. Perhaps that In addition to traditional placement services, such as 

is why our bar passage one-on-one resume advising, students can part icipate 

rate is consistently one in many innovative placement activities. We offer 

of the best in the state video-conference interviews, mock interviews 

and our students are conducted with practitioners in a format similar to speed 

extremely competitive in dating, networking lunches with successfu l alumni 

the legal job market. and etiquette workshops. 

Our alumni live and work in 49 states and 

21 countries around the globe. They practice in 

prominent law firms, are leaders in business, serve as 

judges and teach the next generation of attorneys. 

"I enjoy teaching at the College of Law because my 
students keep me engaged and thinking on my feet. 

Along with many other alumni, I am honored to serve as 
an adjunct professor. Dean Weidner and the faculty work 

hard to enhance the college's reputation by graduating 
excellent law students, and they do an amazing job. " 

FLORIDA SUPREME COURT JUSTICE RICKY POLSTON ( '87), REGULARLY 

TEACH ES COURSES AT THE LAW SCHOOL, INCLUDING FLORIDA CONSTITUTIONAL 

LAW, ALTERNATIVE DISPUT E RESOLUTION, ACCOUNTING FOR LAWYERS AND 

INSURANCE LAW 
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COMMUNITY 

Florida State University 

is a world-class research 

university nestled in 

a relatively small city. 

Tallahassee bursts with 

amenities and unique 

opportunities one would 

expect from a much larger 

city. That is due in part to 

the fact that Tallahassee 

is the capital of the 

fourth most populous 

state in the country. 

Political junkies will find Tallahassee exhilarating, 

foodies wil l have a wide variety of eclectic eateries from 

wh ich to choose, art s enthusiasts can visit museums and 

attend concerts and plays, and nature lovers can bask 

in the Florida sunshine while hiking, biking, swimming, 

boating and canoeing in Tallahassee and the surrounding 

areas. 

Florida State University is its own unique community 

within Tallahassee. The law school is not the only cutting­

edge program on campus . Students can take classes 

offered at one of the nation's top 10 political 

science and criminology graduate programs, 
for example. 

As a student, you w ill have access to the Leach Center 

- a 100,000-plus square-foot gym with state-of-the-art 

equipment, an indoor track and a 16-lane indoor swimming 

pool Florida State also has its own student health and 

wellness center and tickets to school sport ing events 

are free for law students. The university has 19 top 

athletic teams. During the past two years, all 19 teams 

have advanced to the postseason. 

"Tallahassee is home to a wide variety of cultural events. 
I've been to art exhibits, music performances, plays 

and museums. The university even puts on an annual 
performing-arts festival called Seven Days of Opening 

Nights. I have lived in much larger cities and I'm always 
pleasantly surprised by the cultural offerings here." 

FERNANDO TESON, TOBIAS SIMON EM INENT SCHOLAR, MEMBER OF AN 

ARGENTINE TANGO BA ND AND FORMER DIPLOMAT FOR THE A RGENTINA FOREIGN 

MINISTRY IN BUENOS AIRES 
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CUTTING EDGE? 

Admissions Information 
Admission decisions are based on the evaluation of each applicant's potential for success in law 

school and the legal profession. Applications are evaluated from October through March by the 

admissions committee. Most admission decisions are based on the combination of LSAT score 

and undergraduate grades. Decis ions are made on a rolling basis and priority consideration is 

given to the strongest applications. Florida State University College of Law is a full-time, three-year 

program. Fi rst-year students start in the fa ll semester. 

DEADLINES 
Application Deadline: March 15, 2012 

Priority Deadline for Merit Scholarship Consideration: January 30, 2012 

ELIGIBILITY 
An applicant must hold, or expect to receive, a baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited 

col lege or university before beginning the study of law. Individuals who have previously attended 

law school are not eligible to apply as a first-t ime entering student. 

Application Requirements & Checklist 
D Register with the Law School Admission Counci l (LSAC) Credential Assembly Service 

(CAS), www.lsac.org. 
D Submit transcripts for all undergraduate and graduate coursework completed through CAS. 

D Take the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) 

> The test should be taken as soon as possible but no later than the February preceding 

the August for which the appl icant seeks admission. 

> If the LSAT is taken more than once, the highest score wi ll be considered. 

> Scores older than five years wi ll not be considered. 

D Submit the application electronically through LSAC online. Detailed application instructions are 

available on our Web site at www.law.fsu.edu or through the LSAC Web site at 

www.lsac.org. Applicants need not submit additional documents or information with the 

application unless the applicant has character and fitness issues to address with supplemental 

documentation. The online appl ication is all inclusive for employment, honors, awards and the 

personal essay Letters of recommendation are not required but wi ll be accepted. 

D Pay the $30 (US. dollars) non-refundable application fee. LSAC fee waivers will be accepted 

for the applica t ion fee only. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
D Submit foreign transcripts for processing through the LSAC JD (AS. 

D Submit officia l TOEFL score to LSAC CAS: The minimum score required is a 100 on the 

Internet-based test, 250 on the computer-based test or a 600 on the paper-based test. The 

LSAC TOEFL code for the JD CAS is 0058. The law school also accepts the International 

English Language Testing System (IELTS): The minimum score required is a 7.5 on the IELTS. 

Questions about the JD CAS can be directed to LSAC at 215.968.1001 or /sacinfo@lsac.org . 

Transfer Admission 
Florida State University College of Law accepts transfer applicants from ASA-approved 

law schools in the fall, spring and summer semesters. Decisions on transfer applications 

are made on a rolling basis and priority consideration is given to the strongest 

applications. Detailed application instructions are available on our Web site at 
www.law.fsu.edu. 

DEADLINES 
Spring Term: December 1, 2011 

Summer Term: April 1, 2012 

Fall Term: July 1, 2012 

ELIGIBILITY 
Florida State University College of Law accepts transfer appl icants from ASA-accredited 

law schools. Transfer applicants must be in good standing at their current law school 

and any previous law schools to be eligible for consideration. Academic dismissal from 

any law school disqualifies a student from being considered for admission. Transfer 

applicants who have only completed one full-time semester must be in the top 10 

percent of their class to receive consideration. Transfer applicants who have have 

completed two or more semesters must be in the top third of their class to receive 
consideration. 

Visitor Admission 

ADMITTED 
STUDENTS 

If admitted, all 

first-time, transfer, 

and LL.M. students 

are required to 

pay a $200 non­

refundable seat 

deposit to reserve 

their seats. The seat 

deposit deadline 

will be provided 

in the detailed 

information sent 

to students upon 

admission to the law 

school. This deposit 

will be credited to 

your tuition upon 

registration. 

Florida Sta te University College of Law accepts appl ications from students who have completed 

their second year of law school at anot her ASA-accredited inst itution who would like to be a visiting 

student at Florida State for one or two semesters of their third year. Students in their second year may 

be considered on a space-available basis. Preference will be given to students who have a significant 

professional or personal reason to attend Florida State University College of Law. Detai led applicat ion 

instructions are avai lable on our Web site at www.law.fsu.edu. 

DEADLINES 
Spring Term: December 1, 2011 

Summer Term: April 1, 2012 

Fall Term: July 1, 2012 

LL.M. Admission 
Florida State University College of Law offers two LL.M . degrees the LL.M. in Environmental Law and 

Policy and the LL.M. in American Law for Foreign Lawyers. Detailed application instruct ions, eligibility 

information and applicat ion deadlines are available on our Web site at www.law.fsu.edu . 
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2011 - 2012 Cost of Attendance 
Est imated costs for 9 months 

CATEGORY 

Tuition & Fees 
(30 credit hours) 

Room 

Board 

Books/Supplies 

Transportation 

Personal 

Laptop 

Medical 

TOTAL 

OUT-OF-STATE STUDENTS 

FLORIDA 
RESIDENT 

$18,343 

5,000 

5,000 

1,500 

1,500 

2,000 

1,200 

1,500 

$36,043 

NON-RESIDENT 

$37,905 

5,000 

5,000 

1,500 

1,500 

2,000 

1,200 

1,500 

$55,605 

Most non-residents reclassify as Florida residents for tuit ion purposes after the ll year For informat ion 

about this process, contact the Office of Admissions at admissions@faw.fsu.edu upon admission to the 
law school. 
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law school. 

ARCh FSU LAW LIBRARY 
(().J..U 

II/ II IIII IIIII /IIJI 111111/J I/I/ 111//III IJ/ /Ill/ II// IJ/I II /1/1 / II J<F 3 3254 00402 5007 
;)'JO 
FSJ 

tti 
tti 

;;tp})- 12 "' 
"' t;; 
t;; I 
0 " ci ::, z > 0 

~ ii, z 
::, 

I 
0.. " 0 0 ~ "' 

011,c"li1s,-
u "' 

TENNESSEE STREET 

FLORIDA STATE. • E. CALL ST. 

UNIVERSITY 
• PARK AVE. 

0 
:'i: 

JEFFl'jSON ST 

I 
~ PENSACOLA STREET 
z 

~ . 

'i: u u 
ST AUGUSTINE STREET 

W. GAI NES STREET 
0 
<( 

~ 
0 
"' • 0 
:cs 
<( 

~ McDONNELL DR. u., 

" FLORIDAA&M :5 UNIVERSITY 

• 

F.loriaa Deptart ent of F1nanc1al Services 


	Prospective Student Information Booklet (2011-12)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1637158976.pdf.jBBTB

