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CHAPTER 78-281

LAWS OF FLORIDA

CHAPTER 78-281

(c)
Receive 25 percent of its funding from one or more local,
municipal or county sources, public or private.
Contributions in
kind, whether materials, commodities, transportation, office spac e,
other types of facilities or personal se rvices, may be evaluated and
counted as part of the required local funding.

Approved by the Governor June 15, 1978.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 15, 1978.
CHAPTER 78-282

(2) The departm ent shall adopt rul es pursuant to which interested
local programs may apply for certification and funding.
Any local
ag ency or organization may apply to participate.
(3)
Each approved local center shall b e designed to serve as a
temporary receiving facility for the admission of persons subj ect to
spouse abuse. Each center shall refer such persons and their spouses
to any public or private facility, service, or program providing
tr eatm ent or rehabilitation services, including but not limited to,
the prevention of such abuse and the
care,
treatm ent,
and
rehabilitation of persons engaged in or subj ect to spouse abuse.
Spouse abuse centers may be established throughout the state
(4)
as private, local, state or federal funds are available.
(5)
The spouse abuse centers shall establish procedures pursuant
to which persons subject to spouse abuse may s eek admis sion to these
centers on a voluntary basis.
(6)
Each spouse abuse center shall have a board composed of at
least three citizens , one of whom shall be a member of a local,
municipal, or county law enforcem ent agency.
(7)
No individua l cent er
from the department annually.

shall receive an amount over $50 ,000

S e ction 6.
Information confidential.- -Information received by
authorized r�rsons employed by or volunteering services to a center
through files, reports , inspection, or otherwise shall be deemed
confidential information and shall not be disclosed publicly in such
a mann er as to identify individuals or facilities.
S e ction 7. Referral to centers.--Wher e centers are available, any
law enforcement officer who investigates an alleged incident of
spouse abuse may advise the person subject to the abus e of the
availability of a spouse abuse center to which he or she may be
admitted.
Section 8.
The fee charged for each marriage lic ense issued in
The Department of
the state shall b e increased by the sum of $5.
Administration shall establish a trust fund for the purpose of
collecting and disbursing funds generated from the increase in
marriag e license fees. Such funds generated shall be directed to the
Departm ent of Health and Rehabilitative Se rvices for the sp ecific
purpose of funding spouse abuse centers and the funds shall be
appropriat ed in a "Grants-in-Aids" category to the Department of
Health and Rehabilitative S ervices, Aging and Adult Services, for the
purpose of funding spouse abuse centers.
Section 9.

This act shall take effect October 1, 1978.
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S enate Bill No. 859
AN

ACT r elating to land acquis ition; adding sub section (6)
to s. 337.25, Florida Statutes; authorizing the sal e of
c ertain
prop erty
acquired
by the Department of
Transportation for replac ement housing; p roviding an
e ffectiv e date.

lorida:
Be It Enacted by the L e gislature of the State of F
S e ction 1.
Subsection (6) is add e d to se ction 337.25, Florida
Statutes, to read:

Acquisition,
337.25
property.--

lease

and

disposa l

of

real and pe rsonal

In the case of prop e rty originally acquir ed specifically to
(6)
provide replac ement housing for pers ons displac ed by federally
a ss iste d tran sportation projects, the department may negotiat e for
the sale of such property as replac e ment housing.
As compensation
the state shall rec e iv e no less than it s investment in such
roperti e s or fair market value, whichever is low e r. It is e xp ressl
intend ed that thi s b en e fit be extende d only to those persons actually
displaced by such proJect. Disposition to any other p ersons must b e
for fair marke t value.
Section 2.

This act shall take effect Octob er 1, 1978.

Approved by the Governor June 15, 1978.
Filed in Office Se cr etary of State June 15, 1978.
c____<:_HAPTER 78-283
Senate Bill No. 953
AN

ACT r elating to transportation; creating ss. 334.025334.029, Florida Statute s, providing state te chnical
and financial ass istanc e to l ocal communities for
planning, deve lopm ent, and implementation of public
transit systems and servic e s; providing a short title ,
l egislative intent, and d efinitions; providing duti es
and
respons ibilities
of
the
Department
of
Transportation; r equiring a state wide plan for transit
syst e ms; authorizing the d epartm ent to rec e iv e federal
aid; establishing minimum standards for performance and
safety; authorizing the department to participate in
studies and servic e dev elopm ent projects in concert
with local governm e nts and transit agencie s; providing
for the reimburs e ment of utility relocation costs in
certain instances; providing for aid and funding for
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legislative
through
programs
transit
public
procedures therefor;
providing
and
appropriation
providing for contracts between the department and
agencies; repealing s. 334.024, Florida
receiving
Statutes, which provides a limitation on expenditures
for nonhighway transportation facilities; providing an
effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Sections 334.025, 334.026, 334.027,
Section 1.
334.029, Florida Statutes, are created to read:

334.028, and

334.025 Short Title.--Sections 334.025-334.029 shall be known and
may be cited as the "Florida Public T ransit Act."
Legislative Intent.--It is the legislative intent of ss.
334.026
of
Department
the
of
role
the
334.025-334.029 to define
Transportation in developing the transit element of an effective
multimodal transportation system for the State of Florida. This role
shall be viewed as dynamic and capable of recognizing changing
developments in technology and local, state, and federal laws and
policies that affect the state's total multimodal transportation
system. It is further recognized by the Legislature that adequate
and efficient public surface transit services are essential to the
economic growth of the urban and rural communities of the state and
the well being of its people. It is in the best interests of the
state to encourage and promote the development of public transit
systems, embracing various modes of transport in a manner that will
serve the state, including local and regional areas, in a safe,
efficient, and effective manner.
334.027

Definitions.--As used in ss. 334.025-334.029:

"Public transit" means the transporting of people by
(1)
conveyances, or systems of conveyances, traveling on land or water,
local or regional in nature, and available for use by the public.
or
Public trans;t systems may be either governmentally owned
privately owned. Public transit specifically includes those forms of
transportation commonly known as "paratransit."
"Public transit capital project" means a project undertaken
(2)
by a public agency to provide public transit to its constituency, and
is limited to acquisition, design, construction, reconstruction, or
improvement of a governmentally owned or operated transit system.
"Public transit service development project" means a project
(3)
undertaken by a public agency to determine whether a new or
innovative technique or techniques or measures can improve or expand
The scope of such
public transit services to its constituency.
projects shall include all items associated with the development and
Public transit
the project duration shall not exceed 24 months,
service development projects specifically include projects involving
frequencies,
the utilization of new services, routes, vehicle
transportation services, and other such
special
of
purchase
techniques for increasing service to the riding public as they apply
to specific jocalities and transit user groups.
"Paratransit" means those elements of public transit which
(4)
provide service between specific origins and destinations selected by
the individual user with such service being provided at a time that
80 6
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is agreed upon by the user and the provider of the service.
Paratransit service is provided by taxis, limousines, " dial-a-ride"
buses, and other demand responsive operations that are characterized
by their nonscheduled, nonfixed route nature.
"Ridesharing" means an arrangement between persons with a
(5)
common destination, or destinations, within the same proximity, to
share the use of a motor vehicle for transportation to such
destination, or destinations. Transportation under such arrangement
shall be limited to a single round trip daily, in a motor vehicle
persons.
fewer
manufactured for the transportation of 15 or
defined, is specifically intended to
herein
as
Ridesharing,
distinguish this activity from public transit services such as
shared-ride programs which are provided for hire by governmentally
owned or privately owned providers of such services.
Duties
334.028
department shall:

and

responsibilities

of

the

department.--The

Provide overall leadership and direction for public transit
(1)
programs in Florida.
Develop a statewide plan which provides for public transit
(2)
needs at least 5 years in advance and for a reasonable projection of
such needs 20 years in advance. The plan shall be developed in a
manner that will assure maximum use of existing facilities, and
integration and coordination of the various modes of
optimum
owned
privately
transportation, both governmentally owned and
resources, in the most cost effective manner possible. The statewide
plan shall incorporate plans adopted by local and regional planning
agencies and shall, insofar as practical, conform to federal planning
requirements.
Develop, publish, and administer state standards concerning
(3)
system management, performance, and safety of governmentally owned
public transit systems.
Such standards shall be developed jointly
full
with
systems
transit
with representatives of affected
consideration given to nationwide industry norms and shall define the
minimums acceptable to Florida, as well as long-range goals.
Study public transit problems and provide technical and
(4)
financial assistance to units of local government for resolution
The department may assist public agencies who provide
thereof.
public transit by making department owned transit vehicles and
appurtenances available for lease to such agencies for special needs
of limited duration.
Receive and administer federal grants or apportionments for
(5)
public transit projects in this state when necessary to further the
overall statewide program.
Coordinate all activities between the public and private
(6)
agencies on matters relating to public transit.
Assist in the development and implementation of marketing
(7)
programs for public transit services and information systems directed
toward assistance of the user of public transit systems.
Participate in federal research and demonstration programs
(8)
relating to public transit and conduct research and demonstration
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projects directed to the needs of this state, including its counties
and municipalities.
(9)
Provide new transit services and equipment where a public
need has been determined to exist pursuant to the transportation
planning process and where the following conditions occur:
(a)
exists.

No

other

governmental

unit

of

appropriate

jurisdiction

(b)
Service cannot be reasonably provided by a governmentally
owned or privately owned public transit provider.
(c) Cost of providing service does not exceed the sum of revenues
from fares charged to user, services purchased by other public
agencies,
local
fund
participation, and specific legislative
appropriation for this purpose.
The department may buy, sell, own, lease, and otherwise encumber
facilities, transit vehicles, and appurtenances thereto, as necessary
to provide such services or provide service by contract with
g overnmentally owned or privately owned service providers.
(10)
Provide public transportation service where emergency
service is required, provided that no other private or public
transportation operation is available to provide needed service and
that such service is clearly in the best interests of the people or
communities
being served.
Such service shall be provided by
contractual services or actual operation of state owned transit
equipment and facilities, or any other means deemed appropriate by
the Secretary of Transportation, and shall be limited to a period not
to exceed 2 years.
(11)
Administer federal and state ridesharing programs and
federal aid funds apportioned to the department for the purpose of
developing studies, marketing, and implementing ridesharing programs.
Vehicles used in such programs shall not be subject to regulation
under chapter 323 or chapter 350, provided the department establishes
requirements for adequate insurance based on the passenger capacity
of each vehicle.
(12)
Exercise such other functions, powers, and duties
c onnection with transit problems as may be necessary to develop
effective balanced transportation system in the state.
334.029
Administration
and projects.-(1)

in
an

and financing of public transit programs

FEDERAL AID.--

(a)
The department is authorized to receive federal grants or
apportionments for public transit projects in this state.
(b) Local governments are authorized to receive federal grants or
apportionments for public transit projects.
In addition,
the
provisions of s. 338.19 notwithstanding, if the relocation of utility
facilities is necessitated by the construction of a fixed guideway
public transit project and the utilities relocation is approved as a
part of the project by a participating federal agency, if eligible
for federal matching reimbursement, then any county chartered under
808
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section 6 (e), Article VIII, of the state constitution shall pay at
least 50% of the non-federal share of the cost attributable to such
relocation after deducting therefrom any increase in the value of the
new facility and any salvage value derived from the old facility.
The balance of the non-federal share shall be paid by the utility.
(2)

PUBLIC TRANSIT CONSTRUCTION AND I MPLEMENTATION PLAN.--

(a)
The department shall prepare a 5-year public transit
c onstruction and implementation plan which shall be included in the
department's
5-year construction plan prepared pursuant to s.
334.21 (5). Provisions of s. 334.21 shall apply to public transit
construction and implementation projects in the same manner that they
apply to road construction projects, except that s. 334. 21 (5) (b)
s hall not apply to public transit projects.
(b) The public transit construction and implementation plan shall
be consistent with the statewide public transit plan and local plans
developed
in
accordance with the comprehensive transportation
planning process.
Projects involving funds administered by the
department, and which will be undertaken and implemented by another
public agency, shall be included in the public transit 5-year
c onstruction and implementation plan upon the request of that public
agency, providing such project is eligible under the requirements
established herein and subject to estimated availability of funds.
Projects so included in the 5-year plan shall not be altered or
removed from priority status without notice to the public agency or
l ocal government involved.
(3)

APPROPRIATION REQUESTS.--

(a)
Public transit funds shall be requested on the basis of the
funding required
for
the
public
transit
construction
and
implementation plan.
Unless
otherwise
authorized by the legislature, the
(b)
department is prohibited from entering into any agreement or contract
for any public transit project which would result in the ultimate
expenditure or commitment of state funds in excess of $5 million.
Any funds in excess of $5 million shall be appropriated from a
revenue source other than the State Transportation Trust Fund, unless
otherwise authorized by the legislature.
(c)
Appropriation requests shall identify each public transit
project calling for state expenditure of $500,000 or more.
(d)
No state funds shall be allocated or expended for operation
deficits of public transit projects, except as specifically allowed
for approved service development projects.
transit service development projects shall be
Public
(e)
individually identified in the department's appropriation request.
Such request shall show a breakdown in funds showing capital and
operating expense.
(4)
PROJECT ELIGIBILITY.--Any project necessary to carry out
those duties and responsibilities enumerated in s. 334.028 is
eligible for expenditure of state funds in accordance with fund
participation rates established herein, subject to the following
conditions:
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(a)
Unless
otherwise
authorized by the legislature, the
department is prohibited from entering into any agreement or contract
for any public transit project which would result in the ultimate
expenditure or commitment of state funds in excess of $5 million.
Any funds in excess of $5 million shall be appropriated from a
revenue source other than the State Transportation Trust Fund, unless
otherwise authorized by the legislature.
(b) The project shall be for service or transportation facilities
provided by the department under the provisions of this act, a public
transit capital project, or a public transit service development
project.
(c)
The project has been approved by the department as being
consistent with standards established pursuant to provisions of this
act.
(5)

may fund up to 50 percent of the nonfederal
eligible public transit capital project.
shall not exceed 12 and one-half percent of
in federally assisted projects.

(bl The department is authorized to fund up to 100 percent of the
cost of any eligible project that is statewide in scope or involves
more than one county where no other governmental unit or appropriate
jurisdiction exists.
(c)
The department is authorized to fund up to 50 percent of the
net costs of public transit service development projects that are
local in scope and up to 100 percent of the net costs of public
transit service development projects that are statewide in scope.
Net costs are all costs of the project less any federal funds, fares,
or other sources of income to the project.
Section 2.

Section 334.02 4, Florida Statutes, is hereby repealed.

Section 3.

This act shall take effect October 1, 1978.

Approved by the Governor June 15, 1978.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 15, 1978.
CHAPTER 78-284
Senate Bill No. 1 128
ACT relating to the Department of Transportation;
amending section 1, chapter 77-418, Laws of Florida;
providing for the payment of the costs of relocating
and replacing
water
supply
facilities
in
the
construction and reconstruction of the Florida Keys
bridges; providing an effective date.
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Section 1. The Department of Transportation, in the construction
and reconstruction of the Florida Keys bridges, shall pay the in kind
costs of relocating and replacing water supply facilities up to an
amount equal to federal funds received by Florida and available
s�eei£iee¼¼y for the purpose, or is authorized to pay these costs up
to an amount received from federal nontransportation funds by Florida
and utilized for projects on the state highway system.
Section 2.

This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.

Approved by the Governor June 1 5, 1978.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 15, 1978.
CHAPTER 78-285

FUND PARTICIPATION.--

(a)
The department
share of the costs of any
Department participatio n
t he federal par ticipation

AN

CHAPTER 78-284

Senate Bill No. 1131
AN

ACT relating to transportation; amending s. 335.04(4),
Florida Statutes, limiting county responsibility for
roads which extend into and through any incorporated
area; amending
s.
337.29(3),
Florida
Statutes,
directing that liability for certain roads shall be in
the governmental entity which has
operation
and
maintenance responsibility rather than title; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 335.04, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
335.04 Functional classification plan for roads; responsibilities
of department.- (4)
The department and counties, cities, and other political
subdivisions shall have the responsibility for the operation and
maintenance of the roads under their respective jurisdiction, except
as otherwise
provided
by
law.
Operation
and
maintenance
responsibility of a county for any roads under its Jurisdiction which
extend into and through any incorporated area shall be limited to the
roadbed, curbs, culverts, drains, and other drainage appurtenances
and shall not include sidewalks and any other ways in existence at
the time of transfer that are open to the public within the right-of
way of the road. The department and counties, cities, and other
political subdivisions may enter into such agreements as are deemed
necessary and convenient for the
proper
exercise
of
their
responsibilities provided herein; however, the department shall
discontinue maintaining, through contractual
agreements,
those
facilities off the state highway system by July 1, 1980.
Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 337.29, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

337.29 Title to roads in State Highway, County Road, City Street,
and State Park Road Systems; recording deeds and maps.--

Section 1.
Section
amended to read:

(3)
Title to all roads transferred in accordance with the
provisions of s. 335.04 shall be in the governmental entity to which

1

of

chapter
810
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IN CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN JUDICIAL OR ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS FOR
04/25178 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS,
CFRTAIN EXPENSES. EFFECTIVE DAfE: 07/01/78.
APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00197
04/25/78 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO JUDICIARY-CIVIL, APPROPRIATIONS
"05/05178
!ENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE GCVERNMENTAL
-SJ 00196
OPERATIONS
05/03/78 SENATE COMM. REPORl: FAVORABLE BY JUDICIARY-CIVIL -SJ 00327
05/19/78 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMllTEE GOVERNMENTAL
05/04/78 SENATE NOW IN APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00327
OPERATIONS
05/10/78 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE APPROPRIATIONS
06/02178 SENATE DIED IN COMMITTEE, IDEN./SIM./COMPARE BILL PASSED,
05/17/78 SE NATE WITHDRAWN FROM APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00385; PLACED ON
REFER TO HS 386 ICH. 78-272)
CALENDAR
06/02/78 SENATE DIED ON CALENDAR
S 0952 GENERAL BILL BY SAYLER AND OTHERS
WATER O!SlRl8UT ION o SUPPLY; PROVIDES LEGISLATIVE F!NCINGS; CREATE!
LOCAL BILL BY WILSON AND OTHERS (IDENTICAL H 1765)
FLORIDA WATER COMMISSION; PROVIDES FOR COMPOSITION£ DUTIES OF COM•.;
e"EvArD CO./COURT SERVICE CHARGES; PROVIDES THAT SAID CHAPGES FOR
R[OUIRES ENV. REG. DFPT. TO PROVIDE STAFF; PROVIDES FOR ASSISTANCE 6Y
INSTITUTING CIVIL ACTION, SUII OR PROCEEDING IN CO. CIRCUll COURT MAY Bf
�UDGET DIV., FT(. CREATES 37 3.0361, .0362. APPROPRIATION: $200,000.
EXPENDED 10 PROVIDE o MAINTAIN FACILITIES, RENT, EOUIP. OR PERSONAL
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/78.
P"OPERTY FOR USE OF OFFICE OF STATE ATTORNEY, PUBLIC DEFENDER o CLERK OF
04/25/78
SENAlE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS,
C IRCUil COURT, ETC. EFFECTIVE DATE: 06/14/78.
NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION, APPROPRIATIONS
04/25/78 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO APPROPRIATIONS,· RULES ANO
-SJ 00197
CALENDAR -SJ 00196
05/05/78
SENATE
EXTENSION
OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE GOVERNMENTAL
05/01/78 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE APPROPRIATIONS
OPERATIONS
05/02/78 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM A PPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00294; NOW IN RULES
05/08/78
SENATE
COMM.
REPORT:
FAVORABLE BY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIO�S; NOW
ANC CALENDAR
IN NATURAL RESOURCES ANO CONSERVATION -SJ 00328
05/04/78 SENAlE CONSIDERED, PLACED ON LOCAL CALENDAR BY RULES ANO
05/10/78 SENATE COMM. REPORT: UNFAVORABLE, LAID ON TABLE UNDER RULE eY
CALENDAR -SJ 00327
NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION -SJ 00358
I -SJ 00338
05/09/ 78 SENATE PASSED; YEAS 34 NAYS
C5/I0/78 HOUSE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO COMMUNITY AFFAIRS -HJ 00468
�GENERAL BILL BY TRANSPORTATION !SIMILAR H 2043)
05/23/78 HOUSE COMM, REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
� TPANSPORTAl ION; PROVIDES STATE TECHNICAL o FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS -HJ 00701
COMMUNIT!fS FOR PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, o IMPLEMENTATION OF PUBLIC
05/25/78 HOUSE READ SECOND AND THIRD lIMES; PASSED; YEAS 117 NAYS
TPANSIT SYSTEMS o SERVICES; PROVIDES DUTIES o RESPONSIBILITIES OF
-HJ 00737
lPANSPORTATION CEPT.; REQUIRES STATEWIDE PLAN FOR TRANSIT SYSTEMS, ETC.
05/29/78 SENATE SIGNED BY OFFICERS AND PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR -SJ 0059 3
A�ENOS CH. 334. EFFECTIVE DATE: 10/01/78.
BECAME LAW WllHOUl GOVERNGR'S SIGNATURE
06/14/78
04/25/78 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION, APPRCPRIAT!ONS
CHAPTER NO. 78-475
-SJ 00197
OS/ 03/78 SE NATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE BY TRANSPORTATION -SJ 00313
GE�ERAL SILL BY ZINKIL AND OTHERS I IDENTICAL H 02331
OS/ll4 /H SE NATE NOW IN APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00313
DISAbLfD VETE,ANS; PROVIDES CERTAIN TOTALLY£ PERMANENTLY DISABLED
05/10178 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE APPROPRIATIONS
Vt He ANS SHALL �OT SE REQUIRED TO PAY ANY LICENSE OR PfRMIT FEE TO ANY
05/22/78 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE APPRGPR!ATIO�!
cruNTY OR MUNICIPALITY TN ORDER TO MAKE CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS ON ANY
05/23/78 SENA TE COMM. PEPDRl: FAVORABLE WITH AMEND., PLACED ON CALENDAR
MCBILE HCME OWNED BY VETEPAN £ USED AS HIS RESIDENCE. EFFECTIVE DATE:
BY APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00452
07/01178.
05/29/78
SENATE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; PASSED AS AMENCEO;
04/25178 SENATE INTRODUCEO, REFERRED TO FCONOMIC, cc•MUN!TY AND
YEA� 33 NAYS
2 -SJ 00575
CONSUMER AFFAIRS -SJ 00197
05/29/78 HOUSE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION -HJ 00825
05/08178 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE ECONOMIC. COMMUNITY
05/30/78
HOUSE
WITHDRAWN
FROM
TRANSPORT
AT ION -HJ 00887; PLACED ON
AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS
CALENDAR
05/09178 SENATE CO,..M. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
05/31/78 HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR
ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS -SJ 00345
06/02/78 HOUSE READ SECOND TIME; AMENDMENTS AOOPTEO; READ THIRD TIME;
05/18178 SENATE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENCAR; IOEN./SIM. HOUSE BILL
PASSED AS AMENDED; YEAS 111 NAYS
O -HJ 01030
SUBSTITUTED; LAID GN TABLE UNDER RULE,
06/02/78 SENATE CONCURRED; PASSED AS FURTHER AMENDED; YEAS 31 NAYS
0
!DEN./SIM,/CCMPARE eILL PASSED, REFE P 10 HS 233 (CH.
-SJ 00777
78-691 -SJ 00423
06/08/78 SENATE SIGNED BY OFFICERS AND PRESENTED TO GOVfRNOR
APPPCVFO BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 78-283
06/15/78
GENEFAL BILL SY MYERS (SIMILAR H 00041
RfL IEF/O<CE co. TRANSIT AUTH.; COMPENSATES METROPOL !TAN DADE CDUNlY
0954
GENERAL
BILL
BY
CHIL�ERS,
w.
(SIMILAR H 20031
lRA�S!T IUTHOk!TY FOP ITS LOSS OF REVfNUE SUSTAINED BY OVERPAYMENT CF
INTEi 'GOVEFNMENlH RELATIONS; REQUIRES THAT CHAIRMAN OF ADVISCRY CGUNC!L
MCTOF VEHICLE L l(FNSE TAXES ON COUNTY BUSES. CLAIM WITH APPµOPRIAT!ON:
BF ELEC!EC FROM AMONG ITS LEGISLATOR MEMBERS; PROVIDES THAI CERTAIN
l�B,040. EFFECTIVE DATE: UPON BECOMING LAW.
FUNCTIONS£ DUTIES eE DISCRETIONARY; PROVIDES FOR EMPHASIS TO BE GIVEN
04/25/78 SENATE INTR ODUCED, REFERRED TO TPANSPOPTATION. rJNANCE,
TO O!SCUSS!CN o STUDY OF SPECIFIED INTERGOVERNMENTAL PROBLEMS, ETC.
TAXATION AND CLAIMS, APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00197
AMENDS CH. 163. EFFECTIVE DATE: 06/1 4/78.
05/03/78 SENATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE BY TRANSPORTATION -SJ 00314
04/25/78
SENATE l�TROQUCED, REFERRED TO RULES AND CALENDAR -SJ 00197
05/04/78 SENATE NOW IN FINANCE, TAXATICN AND CLAIMS -SJ 00314
04/27/78 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM RULES ANO CALENDAR -SJ 00232; PLACED ON
05/17178 !ENATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE BY FINANCE, TAXATION AND CLAIM�
CALENDAR
-SJ 00412
05/01/78 SENATE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDEP CALENDAR; PASSED AS AMENDED;
05/18/78 SENATE NOW IN APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00412
YEAS
35 NAYS
O -SJ 00262
05122/76 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE APPROPRIATIONS
05/03/78 HOUSE RECFIVED, REFERRED TO COMMUNITY AFFAIRS, APPROPRIATIONS
Ot/02178 SENATE DIED IN COMMITTEE CN APPROPRIATIONS
-HJ 00392
05/10/78 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE BY COMMUNITY AFFAIRS -HJ 0047);
GENERAL BILL BY THOMAS, J. IIDENTICAL CS/H 0386)
NOW IN APPROPRIATIONS
ENGINEERS o LANC SURVEYORS; PROVIDES FOR 2 ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF STATE
05/11/78 HOUSE WITHDRAWN FROM AFPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00474 ; PLACED ON
BC. OF PRQFESSIGNAL ENGINEERS o LANO SURVEYORS, INCLUCING A PUBLIC
CALENDAR
MEM6ER; ESTABLISHES ENGINEERING o LAND SURVEYING COMMITTEES, ETC.
05/25/78 HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; READ SECOND TIME
AMENDS CHS. 471, 472. EFFECTIVE OATE: 07/01/78.
-HJ 00780
CCNTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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PJGHTS OF PATIENTS; PROVIDES MEDICAL DISCHARGE SUMMARY OF CLINICAL
PECDRD OF PATIENT COMMITTED TO D.O.R. FROM H.R.S. WILL BE FURNISHED TO
c.o.R. WITHOUT CHARGE; ESTABLISHES CHILDREN'S RESIDENTIAL C DAY
TREATMENT CENTERS UNDER H.R.S.; PROVIDES FOR ADMISSION, TPANSFER OF
PECORDS, ETC. AMENDS CH. 394. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/78.
05/03/78 HOUSE INTRODUCED, PLACED ON CALENDAR -HJ 00406
05/17/78 HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; READ SECOND TIME
-HJ 00625: AMENDMFNTS ADOPTED
05/18/78 HOUSE READ THIRD TIME; PASSED AS AMENDED; YEAS 90 NAYS
-HJ 00640
05/23/78 SENATF RECEIVED, PEFERRFD TO HEALTH AND REHABILITATIVE
SERVICES -SJ 00446
05/25/78 SENATE WITHDRAWN FPGM HEALTH fND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES
-SJ 00527; PLACED ON CALENDAR
06/01/78 SENATE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; PASSED; YEAS 35 NA YS
O -SJ 00714
06/02/76 HOUSE OROEPED ENROLLED
06/16/78 HOUSE SIGNED BY OFFICERS AND PRfSENTFD TO GGVERNOP
06/28/78
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 78-434
H 2036 GENEPAL BILL BY COMMERCE
MECHANICS• LIEN LAW; EXEMPTS IMPROVEMENT� COMPLETED IN CERTAIN TIME
PERIOD TO EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS FOP WHICH CONTRACT PRICE IS l5,000 OF
LESS FROM CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF L�W; PROVIDES CONTFACTCP NOT ACCEPT OF
DEMl�D PAYMENTS BEFORE NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT IS RECORCED, ETC. AMENDS
CH. 713. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/78.
05/03/78 HOUSE !NTRCDUCED, PLACED ON CALFNDAR -HJ 00406
05/04/78 HOUSE WITHDRAWN FROM CALENDAR, FEFFRRED TO JUDICIARY
-HJ 00414
05/16/78 HOUSE C/S COMBINES THIS BILL AND HB 1646; COMM. REPORT: C/S
PLACED ON CALENDAR BY JUDICIARY -HJ 00585
06/02/78 HOUSE DIED ON CALENDAP

07/19/78
05/09/78
06/02/78

HOUSE BILL ACTIONS REPORT
HOUSE
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CALENDAR
DIED ON CALENDAR, IDEN./SIM./CO�PARE BILL PASSED, REFEP
TO SB 786 (CH. 78-2361

H 2040 GENERAL BILL BY REGULATEO INCUSTRIES C LICENSING AND OTHEFS (TDENTTCAL
CS/S 0717, SIMI LAP CS/S 09741
MJNOPS; PROHIBITS MINORS FROM A TTENDING CERTAIN ESTABLISHMENTS LICFNSEQ
TC' SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WHICH PERMIT CERTAIN TYPES OF SEXUAL CQNDU(T
ON PREMISES: PROVIDES PENALTY. CREATES 562.4B5. EFFECTIVE OATE:
10/01/78.
05/03/7B HOUSE INTRODUCED, PLACED ON CALENDAP -HJ C040t
05/16/78 HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; READ SECOND Tl�F:
AMENDMENT AOOPTED -HJ 00574
0511717B HOUSE READ THIRD TIME: PISSED AS AMENDED: YtAS 109 N6Y5
-HJ 00602
05/23/78 SENATE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO JUDICIARY-CP!Ml�:AL, CCMMER(E
-SJ 00446
06/02/78 SENATE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY-CRIMINAL
H 2041 G FNFRAL BILL BY REGULATED INDUSTRIES C LICENSING
PtRI-MUTUEL WAGERING: AUTHORIZES PAR!-MUTUfL WAGERING QJV. TO ASSFSI
CfRTAIN (HAPGES RE DETERMINING ELTGIBILITY OF APPLICANT •co TRANSFE• �·
PARI-MUTUEL PERMIT. CREATES 550.215. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/78.
05/03/78 HOUSE INTP8DUCED, PLACED ON CALENDAR -HJ OO•Ot
05/05/78 HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL OPDER CALENDAR
05/08/78 HOUSE PEAD SECOND TIME -HJ 00439
05/09/78 HOUSE READ THIRD TIME; PASSEC; YEAS Ill NAYS
0 -HJ 00447
05/l!/7B SENATE RECEIVED, REFERPFD TO COMMERCE -SJ 00356
05/23/78 SENATE COMM, REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR RY (CM•EPCE
-SJ 00452
05/3l/7B SENATE PLACED ON SPECIAL CRDER CALENDAR; PA�SED: YEAS 30 NAYS
O -SJ 00666
Oc/02/78 HOUSE ORDEPED ENROLLED
06/16/78 HOUSE SIGNED BY OFF!CEPS ANG PRESENTED TO GC'VERNOR
06/22/78
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 78-391

H 2037 GENEPAL BILL BY REGULATED INDUSTRIES C LICENSING (SIM!LAP S 11981
DENTISTRY: AUTHORIZES CFRTAIN TYPES OF ADVERTISING; AUTHORIZES DENTISTS
TD ADVERTISE, PROVIDES TEPMS C CONDITIONS FOR ADVERTISING, AUTHORIZES
H 2042 CONCURRENT RESOLUTION BY CRAIG AND OTHERS (SIMILAR S 13231
STATE BO. OF DENTISTRY TO PROMULGATE RULES C PROHIBITS FALSE OR
RICHARD A. KELTON: COMMENDS HIM FOR HEROIC ACT!C'N AS SCHCOL SAFETY
MISLEADING ADVERTISING, ETC. AMENDS 466.24, . 27; CREATES 466.261.
PITROL MEMBER AT CLEVELAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN SAVING LIFE OF ONE CF
EFFECTIVE DATE: 06/30/78.
HIS CLASSMATES C IN SETTING AN EXAMPLE FOR ENTIRE NATl�N.
05/03/7B HOUSE INTRODUCED, PLACED ON CALFNDAR -HJ 00406
05/02/78 HOUSE INTRODUCED, PLACED ON CALENDAR; IDEN./SI•. SFNOTE BILL
05/17/78 HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR; READ SECOND TJME;
SUBSTITUTFD; LAID ON TABLE UNDER RULE,
AMENDMENT ADOPTED -HJ 00609
!DEN./SIM./CGMPARE BILL PASSED, REFER TO SC°- 1323
05/18/78 HOUSE READ THIRD TIME; AMENDMENT ADOPTED; PASSED AS AMENCEO;
-HJ 00377
YEAS 98 NAYS
2 -HJ 00637
0�/24/78 SENATE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY AND CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, HEALTH AND REHABILITATIVE SEFVICES -SJ 00449 ,,:-:-� GENEFAL BILL BY TRANSPORTATION (S!MILAP ENG/S 09531
�TPANSPORTAT!ON; PROVIDES STATE TECHNICAL C FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL
05/31/78 SENATE WITHCRAWN FRCM ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY IND CONSUMER
CCMMUNITIES FOR PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, C !MPLEMENTA TICN OF PlJ8LIC
AFFAIRS, HEALTH AND REHABILITATIVE SEPVICES;
TRANSIT SYSTEMS C SERVICES; PPrvIDES CUTIES C RESPONSIBILITIES o,
0
SUBSTITUTED FORS 1198; PASSED; YEAS 34 NAYS
TFANSPORTATION CEPT.; PEOUIRES STATFWIDE PLAN FOR TRANSIT SYSTEMS, E'C.
-SJ 00662
AMENDS CH. 334. EFFECT IVE DATE: 10/01/78.
06/02/78 HOUSF ORDERED ENPOLLED
05/03/78 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00406
06/16/7B HOUSE SIGNED BY OFFICERS AND PRESENTED TO GOVEPNOR
05/11/78 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 7B-439
Oe/30/78
APPROPRIATTONS -HJ 00520
05/25/7B HOUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAP
H 2038 GENERAL BILL BY REGULATED INDUSTPIES C LICENSING (SIMILAR ENG/S 03401
06/02/78 HOUSE DIED ON CALENDAR, IDEN./SPI./COMPA RE Bill PASSED, PEFEP
JAi ALAI FRONTONS; MODIFIES RESTRICTIONS RE DAYS C HOURS OF OPERATION;
LIMITS EVENING PERFORMANCES TO NO MORE THAN 12 GIMES. A•ENDS 551.12.
TO SB 953 (CH. 7B-2831
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/78.
H 2044 GENEPAL BILL BY EDUCATION (COMPARE H 054 9, H 0551, H 0556, H 1259,
05/03/78 HOUSE JNTRODUCFD, PLACED ON CALENDAR -HJ 00�06
06/02/78 HOUSE DIED ON CALENDAR, IDEN./SIM./COMPARE BILL PASSED, REFEP
H 2058, S 0 131, CS/S 0136, S 05421
EDUCATIONAL FUNDING; CHANGES COST FACTORS FOR EDU. PROGPIMS UNDER EDU.
TO SB 340 !CH. 78-3BOI
FINANCE PROGRAM; REVISES METHOD FOR COMPUTING DIST. (CST DIFFERENT !AL;
PERMITS UP TO 50? OF INSTR. MATERIALS ALLOCATION TO BE USED FOR
H 2039 GENEPAL BILL BY REGULATED INDUSTRIES C LICENSING (SIMILAR H 1755,
MATER!OLS NOT ON STATE LIST; PPOVIDES FOR RECCMP OF ANNUAL ALLOCP ION,
S 0786)
ETC. AMENDS F.S. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/78.
CCNSTFUCTION INCUSTPY LICENSE BD.; PROVIDES IN!7IAL APPLICATION FEE rOP
05/03/78 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TD APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00406
PEG!STPATION OF SPECIALTY CONTRACTORS; PROVIDES UN(DMMJTTED C UNEXPENDED
05/09/78 HOUSE COMM. PEPDPT: FAVORABLE WITH AMEND., PLACED ON CALENDAR
FUNDS PECEIVED BY BD. FROM FEES C PEGISTRATION BF PAID INTO GEN. RFV.
BY APPROPPIATIONS -HJ 00455
•�ND AT ENC CF EICH BIENNIAL L!CENS ING PERIOD RATHER THAN ENO OF YR.
05/11/78 HCUSE PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CILENCAR; REAC SECOND TIME;
AMENDS 468.109. EFFECTIVE DATE: UPON BECOMING LAW.
05/03/78 HOUSE INTRODUCED, PEFERREO TO FINANCE C TAXATION -HJ 00406
AMENDMENTS ADOPTED -HJ 00515
05/12/78 HOUSE READ THIPD TIME; AMENDMENT RECONS!DEPED, WITHDRAWN;
05/09/78 HOUSE WITHDRAWN FPOM FINANCE C TAX ATION -HJ 00443: PLACED ON
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CH. 78-283
Senate Committee on Transportation
Documentation from bill file on SB 953
(Florida State Archives, Series 18, Box 640

KEY POINTS OF SB 9S3
THE B ILL PROVI DES STATUTOR Y AUTHOR ITY FOR THE DOT TO A D M I N I S TER,
OPER ATE A ND F UND PUBLIC SUR F ACE T R A N S IT PROG R A M S ,

DUT ACTIONS I N

THI S A REA A RE PRESENTLY B E I NG TAKEN PUR SUANT TO RULES A ND REGUL A
TIONS ADOPTED BY THE DEPA RTMENT,

THE AMENDMENT BEI NG P ROPOSED WOULD M AKE THE F UND I N G P A RTIC I PATION
PROVI S IONS PERMI S S IVE, R ATHER THA N M A ND ATOR Yi THUS, THE B I L L H A S

NO DEF I NITE ECONOM I C O R F I S C A L I M P A C T,

SPECIFIC POINTS ( I F AMENDMENT

l,

ii

ADOPTED)

REQUIRES 00T TO DEVELOP A STATEWIDE PLAN, ANTICIPATING

NEEDS,

5 YEAR NEEDS AND 20 YEAR

A 5 YEAR CONSTRUCTION AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN MUST BE DEVELOPED,

CONSISTENT WITH OTHER STATE AND LOCAL PLANS, PROJECTS GIVEN PRIORITY
IN THE CONSTRUCTION AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN REQUIRE LOCAL APPROVAL BEFORE

LOSING PRIORITY STATUS,

2,

DEVELOP, PUBLI SH AND ADM INI STER STATE STANDARDS CONCERNI NG SYSTEM

3,

PROVIDE TRANSIT SERVICE OR EQUIPMENT TO SATISFY NEEDS NOT ABLE TO BE

4,

PROVIDE EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION SERVICE FOR UP TO 2 YEARS WHEN SUCH

5,

PLACES CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS ON FUNDING REQUESTS:

MANAGEMENT, PERFORMANCE AND SAFETY,
MET BY ANY OTHER PROVIDER,

EMERGENCY NEEDS CANNOT BE OTHERWISE MET,

(A) $5 MILLION CAP ON FUNDS FROM STATE TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND FOR
FIXED GUIDEWAY PROJECTS,

(B) IDENTIFICATION OF PROJECTS IN EXCESS OF $5CD,QOO,

(c) PROHIBITION ON FUNDING OPERATING DEFICITS EXCEPT ON SERVICE
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS,

6,
7,

PROVIDES ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC TRANSIT PROJECTS,
SETS LIMITS OF FUNDING PARTICIPATION,

COMPARISON OF SURFACE TRANSIT BILLS (SB 953 & HB 2043)
I.

Major Substantive Differences
A.

HB 2043 places restrictions on DOT budgeting and expendi
tures for transit projects.
1.

Projects requiring more than $5 million in state funds
must be approved and funded by the legislature with
funds in excess of $5 million coming from a source
other than the State Transportation Trust Fund.

2.

Projects requiring $500,000 or more must be specifically
identified in appropriation requests.

3.

No operation deficits shall be funded from state funds,
except for demonstration projects.

4.

Demonstration projects must be individually identified
in DOT's appropriation request and must show a breakdown between capital and operating expenses.

SB 953 allows the DOT to transfer funds within the surface
transportation program in order to optimize services and
federal aid.
HB 2043 only authorizes DOT to match federal funds (50% of
non-federal share) - "The department may fund .•• "

.��·~
/r
rfB,
·

c.

1

,;,,__�- ·

II.

SB 953 requires the department to match federal funds - "The
department shall fund... "
HB 2043 does not include the utility relocation provision
which is in SB 953.

Other Differences

��,
PA.

11'1'

HB 2043 places a 2 year limitation on the time period for which
the department may provide for emergency service. SB 953
does not contain such a limitation.

HB 2043 provides an exemption from PSC regulation for federal
and state ridesharing programs.
.
.
__________,. SB 953 does not provide such an exemption.
(SB 763 by Gallen
does provide for such exemptions.) C 5/s-s 7&>3
A
C1

B.

c.

*

HB 2043 creates 5 new subsections in chapter 334 (.025 - .029,�)
to accomplish its objective. SB 953 creates only 2 new sub
sections and incorpcirates other new �rovisions into existini
subsections.

known as the Florida Public Transit Act.
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The bill provides duties and responsibilities of the DOT
in the area of public surface transportation, especially
relating to planning, budgeting, and intergovernmental
assistance and participation. rt also provides for reimburse
ment to utility companies for the relocation of utilities
caused by an UMTA project which is approved for at least
60 percent federal funding.

PURPOSE:
A.

Present Situation

The legislature has given the DOT broad authority to
develop an integrated balanced transportation system (See ss.23.050
and 334.02). However, much of the specific language regarding
planning, programrning, budgeting and funding has historically
been focused on roads and highways. Such specificity
is lacking in the area of public surface transportation.
The department is required to match all federal aid highway
'funds in s. 335.04(2) but there is no corresponding requirement
concerning federal aid for transit, much of which is directly
apportioned to local government. In fact, s. 334.024
restricts expenditures on non-highway transportation facilities.
Under the broad authority granted in t_be -statutes, the
department has acted to support public--surface transportation,
and received legislative approval through the appropriations
process, in the following activities: transit studies;
funding assistance for local transit services; acquisition of
a bus fleet to assist local governments establishing transit
services; contributed up to 50 percent of the non-federal
share of other transit capital projects; provided emergency
public transportation services.

Except for projects involving the interstate system,
a utility with facilities within the right-of-way,of or along ,
any public road is required to relocate the facilities at
its own expense if such facilities are interfering with the
roadway.
B.

Effect on Present S i tuation

The bill provides specific statutory authority for the
department to act in the area of public surface transportation.
Definitions are provided, and duties and responsibilities are
set out, some of the more significant of which are: develop,
publish and administer state standards relating to system
management, performance, and safety of governmentally-owned
public surface transit systems; provide technical and financial
assistance to local government; coordinate transit activities;
provide new transit equipment and services under certain
conditions; administer certain federal transit program
grants. The bill requires the department to prepare a five-year
construction and implementation plan for public surface transit
programs as well as a twenty-year plan projecting future needs.
-Page 1 of 2-
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Funding participation levels are provided as follows: (1) DOT
is required to fund 50 percent of non-federal share of costs of
eligible surface transit capital projects; (2) DOT is authorized
to fund 100 percent of any eligible project statewide in
scope, or involving more than one county where no other
appropriate jurisdiction exists; (3) DOT is authorized to
fund 50 percent of the net costs of surface transit demon
stration projects that are local in scope, and 100 percent
of net costs of demonstration projects statewide in scope.
The bill requires reimbursement to utility companies
which are required to relocate facilities due to an urban
mass transportation project, the cost of which is funded
60 percent or more by the federal government.
III.

ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS:
A.

Economic Impact on the Public: Yes

B.

Economic Impact on State or Local Government: Yes x

No x
No

Inasmuch as the bill simply makes explicit that which the
department is currently doing under the broad legislative
authorization for an integrated balanced transportation system,
little economic impact is anticipated in the foreseeable
future concerning public surface transportation programs.
Legislative approval of department actions will still be
available through the appropriations process.
It is not possible to accurately estimate the cost of the
utility relocation provision to state and local governmPnts.
The only qualifying project to date involves the Dade Rapid
Transit system. The utility relocation expenses associated
with that project are estimated to be $3 Million,
$600,000 of which would be the state-local government share
based on the current federal-local matching requirements.
IV.

COMMENTS:

None
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Public Surface
Transportation

(1) Transportation (2) Appropriations

SUMMARY
The bill provides duties and responsibilities.of the DOT
in the area of public surface transportation, es·pecially
relating to planning, budgeting, and intergovernmental
assistance and participation. It also provides for reimburse
ment to utility companies for the relocation of utilities
caused by an UMTA project which is approved for at least
60 percent federal funding.
PURPOSE:
A.

Present Situation

The legislature has given the DOT broad authority to
develop an integrated balanced transportation system (See ss.23.050
and 334.02). However, much of the specific language regarding
planning, programming, budgeting and funding has historically
been focused on roads and highways. Such specificity
is lacking in the area of public surface transportation.
The department is required to match all federal aid highway
funds in s. 335.04(2 ) but there is no corresponding requirement
concerning federal aid for transit, much of which is directly
apportioned to local government . In fact, s. 334.024
restricts expenditures on non-highway transportation facilities.
Under the broad authority granted in the statutes, the
department has acted to support public surface transportation,
and received legislative approval through the appropriations
process, in the following activities: transit studies;
funding assistance for local transit services; acquisition of
a bus fleet to assist local governments establishing transit
services; contributed up to 50 percent of the non-federal
share of other transit capital projects; provided emergency
public transportation services.
Except for projects involving the interstate system,
a utility with facilities within the right-of-way,of or along ,
any public road is required to relocate the facilities at
its own expense if such facilities are interfering with the
roadway.
B.

Effect on Present Situation

The bill provides specific statutory authority for the
department to act in the area of public surface transportation.
Definitions are provided, and duties and responsibilities are
set out, some of the more significant of which are: develop,
publish and administer state standards relating to system
management, performance, and safety of governmentally-owned
public surface transit systems; provide technical and financial
assistance to local government; coordinate transit activities;
provide new transit equipment and services under certain
conditions; administer certain federal transit program
grants. The bill requires the department to prepare a five-year
construction.and implementation plan for public surface transit
programs as well as a twenty-year plan projecting future needs.
-Page 1 of 2-
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Funding participation levels are provided as follows: (1) DOT
is required to fund 50 percent of non-federal share of costs of
eligible surface transit capital projects; (2) DOT is authorized
to fund 100 percent of any eligible project statewide in
scope, or involving more than one county where no other
appropriate jurisdiction exists; (3) DOT is authorized to
fund 50 percent of the net costs of surface transit demon
stration projects that are local in scope, and 100 percent
of net costs of demonstration projects statewide in scope.
The bill requires reimbursement to utility companies
which are required to relocate facilities due to an urban
mass transportation project, the cost of which is funded
60 percent or more by the federal government.
III.

ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS:
No

A.

Economic Impact on the Public: Yes

B.

Economic Impact on State or Local Government: Yes x

X

No

Inasmuch as the bill simply makes explicit that which the
department is currently doing under the broad legislative
authorization for an integrated balanced transportation system,
little economic impact is anticipated in the foreseeable
future concerning public surface transportation programs.
Legislative approval of department actions will still be
available through the appropriations process.
It is not possible to accurately estimate the cost of the
utility relocation provision to state and local governments.
The only qualifying project to date involves the Dade Rapid
Transit system. The utility relocation expenses associated
with that project are estimated to be $3 Million,
$600,000 of which would be the state-local government share
based on the current federal-local matching requirements.
IV.

COMMENTS:

None
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S E NATE

FISCAL NOTE

PRINCIPAL AGENCY AFFECTED:
FUND AFFECTED:

Department of Transportation

DOT - Transportation Trust Fund

BILL SUBJECT SUMMARY:
The bill amends the Florida·Transportation Act to change
the functions and duties of the Secretary of Transportation
to those of the Department and requires the Department to
provide public surface transit facilities where a need
exists. Definitions and duties are provided, and duties
and responsibilities are set out relating to surface
transportation in the bill. Reimbursement to utility
companies for the relocation of utilities caused by urban mass transportation projects,which are approved for at
least 60 percent federal funding,will be required.
In summary, the bill requires the DOT to participate in
certain surface transportation projects and activities,
whereas currently broad legislative authorization exists.
The Department is currently participating in these ac
tivities as funds permit.
FINANCIAL EFFECT:
Funding participation levels are provided as follows:
(1) DOT is required to fund 50 percent of non-federal share
of costs of eligible surface transit capital projects; (2)
DOT is authorized to fund 100 percent of any eligible
project statewide in scope , or involving more than one
county where no other appropriate jurisdiction exists; (3)
DOT is authorized to fund 50 percent of the net costs of
surface transit demonstration projects that are local in
scope and 100 percent of net costs of statewide demonstra
tion projects.
One project currently qualifies for the utility relocation
reimbursement, the Dade Rapid Transit System. The expenses
associated with this project are estimated to be $3 million,,
of which the state-local government share would be $600,000
based on the current federal-local mat.ching requirements.
OTHER COMMENTS:
This bill is similar to HB 2043.
The effective date of this bill is J•1ly 1, 1978.

This fiscal note has been prepared by the staff of the
Committee on Appropriations with the cooperation of the
agency and others concerned.
Bob Slover
Analyst

5-15-78
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Staff Director
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SUMMARY:

The bill, as amended, defines the duties and responsibilities of
the Department of Transportation relating to public transportation
in the state. The Department shall provide overall leadership and
direction for public transit programs, prepare a 5-year public
transit construction and implementation plan, and develop, pub
lish, and administer state standards for gove_rnn1entally owned
public transit systems. Any county chartered under Section 6 ( e) ,
Article VIII, Florida Constitution (i.e. Dade) shall pay at least
50% of the non-federal share of the utility relocation costs due
to the construction of a fixed guideway public transit project.
Section 334.024, Florida Statutes, is repealed by this bill.
Current law sets a limit of $5 million on non-highway t�ansportation
facilities, planning, or studies from funds allocated by the state
unless included in the Legislative budget as submitted to the
Governor and recommended by him to the Legislature and included
in the gen�ral appropriations act.
In summary, the bill authorizes the DOT to participate·in certain
public transportation projects and activities. The Department is
currentiy participating in these activities as funds permit.

II.

PURPOSE:
A. Present Situation
The legislature has given the DOT broad authority t o develop an
integrated balanced transportation system (see ss. 23.050 and
334.02). However, much of the specific language regarding planning,
programming, budgeting and funding has historically been focused
on roads and highways. Such specificity is lacking in the area.
of public surface transportation. The department is required to
match all federal aid highway funds in s. 335.04(2) but there is no
corresponding requirement concerning federal aid for transit,
much of which is directly apportioned to local government. In
fact, s. 331.024 restricts expenditures on non-highway trans
portation facilities.
Under the broad authority granted in the statutes, the department
has acted to support public surface transportation, and received
legislative.approval through the appropriations process, in the
following activities: transit studies; funding assistance for
local transit services; acquisition of.a bus fleet to assist local
governments establishing transit services; contributed up to 50
percent of the non-federal share of other transit capital projects;
provided emergency public transportation services.
Except for projects involving the interstate system, a utility
with facilities within the right-of-way, of or along, any public
road is required to relocate the facilities at its own expense
if such facilities are interfering with the roadway.

S'I'l\FF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC STA'I'EMENT
Appropriations Committee
SB 953 - Committee On Transportation
Pl\.GE TWO

B. Effect on Present Situation
The bill provides specific statutory authority for the department
to act in the area of public surface transportation.
Definitions
are provided, and duties and responsibilities are set out, some
of the more significant of which are: develop, publish and ad
minister state standards relating to system r.ianagement, performance,
and safety of governmentally-owned public surface transit systems;
provide technical and financial assistanceto local government;
coordinate transit activities; provide new transit equipment and
services under certain conditions; administer certain federal transit
program grants. 'I'he bill requires the departraent t o prepare a five
year construction and implementation plan for public surface transit
programs as well as a twenty-year plan proj ectLn<if future. n-eeds ._
Funding participation lev�ls are provided as follows: (1) DOT
is required to fund 50 percent of non-federal share of costs of
eligible surface transit capital projects; (2) DOT is authorized
to fund 100 percent of any eligible project statewide in
scope, or involving more than one county where no other
appropriate jurisdiction exists; (3) DOT is authorized to
fund 50 percent of the net costs of surface transit demonstration projects that are local in scope, and 100 percent of
net costs of demonstration projects statewide in scope.
The bill requires at least partial reimbursement to utility
companies which are required to relocate facilities due_
to an urban mass transportation project, the cost of which
is participated in by the federal government.
III. ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS:
A. Economic Impact on the Public:

NO

X

B. Economic Impact on State or Local Governr.ient:

YES

X

Inasmuch as the bill simply makes explicit that ,:1hich the
department is currently doing under the broad legislative
authorization for an integrated balan_ced transportation system,
little economic impact is anticipated in the foreseeable
future concerning public surface transportation programs.
Legislative approval of department actions will still be
available through the appropriations process.
It is not possible to accurately estimate the cost 6f the
utility relocation provision to state and local governments.
The only qualifying project to date involves the Dade Rapid
Transit system. The utility relocation expenses associated
with that project are estimated to be $3 million, $600,000 of
which would be the state-local government share based on the cur
rent federal-local matching require.ments .
IV

C0:-:..:,1.ENTS:
None.
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SUMMARY:

The bill as amended, defines the d utie s and responsibilities of
the Depa;tment of Transportation relatin� to public transpor1;-ation
in· the state. The Department shall provJ. de overall leadersh:i.p and
direction for public transit programs, pre par e a 5-year public
transit construction and implementation plan, and d evelop, pub
lish and administer state standards for gove_rrunentally owned
public transit sys�ems. An:( cou_nty ci:iartercd under Section 6 (e),
Article VIII, Flori da Constitution (i.e. Dade) shall pay at least
SO% of the non-federal share of the utility relocation costs due
to the construction of a fixed guideway p ublic transit project.
.

'B

.

.

_,

.

Section334.024, Florida Statutes, is repealed by this bill.
current law sets a limit of $5 million on non-highway tiansportation
facilit ies, planning, or studies from f unds allocated by the state
unless included in the Legislative budget as submitted to the
Governor and recommended by him to the Legislature and included
in the general appropriations act. Unless authorized by the Legislature,
th is bill prohibits the DCYI' from entering any agreement for a public transit
project which v.Duld result in the ultimate expenditure of state f unds in excess
of $5 million. An y funds in excess of $5 million for such an approved project
shall be from a source other than the State Transportation Tr ust Fw1d, unless
otherwise authorized.
In summary, the bill authoriz e s the DOT to participate·in certain
public transportation projects and activities. The Department is
currently participating in these activitie s as funds permit.

II.

PURPOSE:
A. Present Situation
The legislature has given the DOT broad autho:r-ity to develop an
integrated balanced transportation system (see ss. 23.050 and
334.02) .. However, �uch of the �pecific �angu�ge regarding planning,
_ Lng has lnstorical
programming, budgeting and f u nd:
ly been focused
on roads and highways. Such specificity is lacking in the area.
of public surface transpo r tation. The d epartment is required
match all federal aid hi�hway funds in s. 335.04(2) but there to
is no
corresponding requirement concerning federal aid for transit
much of which is directly apportioned to local government. In
fact, s. 334.024 restricts expenditures on non-highway trans
portation faciliti e s.
Unde r the broad authority grante d in the statutes, the department
has acted to support public surface transportation, and received
legislative .approval through the appropriations process, in the
followi ng activities: transit studies; funding assistance for
local transit services; acquisition of.a bus fleet to assist local
governments establishing transit services; contr ibuted up to 50
perc�nt of the non-fede�al share of o�her transit capital projects;
provided emergency public transportation services.
E�cept f ?r.p�ojec�s �nvolvin� the interstate system, a utility
with facilities within the right-of-way, of or along, any public
road is required to relocate the facilities at its own c�pense
if such facilities are interfering with the roadway.

STJ\FF ANALYSIS 1\ND ECONOMIC STJ\'l'EMENT
Appropriations Committee
SB 953 - Committee On Transportation
Pl\GE TNO

B. Effect on Present S ituation
The bill provides spec ific st atutory authority for the department
to act in the area of public surface tr ansportation. Definitions
are provided, and dutie s and responsibilities are set out, some
of the more signif icant of which are: develop, publish and ad
minister state standards relating to system raanagement, performance
and safety of governmentall y-owned public surface tr ansit sy stems;
provide technical and financial assistanceto local government;
coor dinate transit activities; provide new transit equipment and
services under certain conditions; administer_ certain federal· transi
program g·r ants. The bill requires the departT;1ent to prepare a five
year construction and implementation plan for public sur face transit
programs as \vell as a twenty-year plai1 proj ectin� future. needs._
Fundirig participation lev�ls are provided as follows: (1) DOT
is authorized, to fund 50 percent of non-f ederal share of c osts of
eligib le surface transit capital p r ojec ts; (2) DOT is authorized
to fund 100 percent of an y eligible project·statewide i n
scope� or involving more than one county where no other
appropriate jurisdiction exists; (3) DOT is author ized to
fund 50 percent of the net c osts of surface transit demonstration projects that arc local in scope, and 100 percent of
net co sts of demonstration projects statewidG in scope.
Unless authorized b y the Legisl ature, this b ill prohibit s t he ror from entering
any agreement for a public transit project which w0uld result in the ultinate
expenditure of state funds in excess of $5 million. Any funds in excess of
$5 million for such an approved projec t shall be f rom a source other tha n
the State Tr ansport ation Trust Fund, unless otherwise authorized.
'Ihe bill requires certain chartered cou nties to provide at least partial
reimbursement to util i t y companies wh ich are required to relocate facilities
due to an urban ITBss transportation projec t, the cost of which is participated
in b y the federal government.
III.

ECONOMIC CONSIDERA'rIONS:
A. Economic Impact on_the Public:

NO

X

B. Economic Impact on State or Local Government :

YES

X

Inasmuch as the bill simply mokes explicit that \:1hich the
depart �ent i s c urrently doing under t h e broad legislative
_
a 1;1�horizat:1.0n fo: an in�egrat �d balan_c�d transportation system,
.
.
little economic impact is anticipated in the foreseeable
fut1:1re c?ncerning public surface transportation programs.
Leg�slative approval of department actions will still be
available th rough the approp riation s process.
It is not possible to accuratel y estimate the cost 6£ the
uti li ty relocati on provision to local governments.
�he o�ly qualifying pro1e?t to date i nvolves the Dade Rapid
11;ansit systc�. 'I'he util�ty relocation expenses associated
wi�h that proJect are estimated to be $3 million, $600,0
00 of
.
\·1h2-cn
would be the local governments share based on the
rent federal-local matching requirements.

cur-

None.

ME MO RAN D UM
TO:

FROM:

John Christensen

Chris Haughee

SUBJECT:

c_j/:

Comparison of SB 953 and House PCB 18 which are companion
bills on the Surface TransportationAct, or in the House
side it is known as the Florida Public Transit Act.

The key differences in the bills can be summarized first by look
ing on page 7 of the House PCB under subsection 3, Appropriation
Request. Paragraphs (b), (c), (d), and (e) are not in the Senate
version. These provisions place restrictions on the department's
ability to fund public transit projects. Paragraph (b) would place
.a 5 million dollar limitation on expenditure or committment of
state funds unless it is appropriated from revenue other than the
State Transportation Trust Fund, and that must be approved and
funded by the Legislature. That provision is very close to pre
sent Section 334.024 which places a 5 million dollar limitation
on non-highway funding by the department unless it's in the de
partment general appropriation request and approved by the legis
lature and the governor. This provision is a little different
from that in that the revenue source, even if the project is
approved by the legislature, must be from other than the State
Transportation Trust Fund. Paragraph (c) requires the appropria
tion to identify each public transit project calling for the ex
penditure of 5 hundred thousand dollars or more. Paragraph (d)
prohibits state funds from being allocated toward operation defi
cits of public transit projects unless it's a demonstration pro
ject, and demonstration projectsmust be identified in the depart
ment's appropriation request and that request must show a break
down between capital and operating expenditures. On page 8 of the.
House PCB, under sub.section 4 paragraph (a) you see the same pro
vision limiting the expenditure of state funds to 5 million dollars
unless the project is approved and funded by the legislature with
funds in excess of 5 million from a source other than the state
transportation trust fund. That shows up twice in the House bill,
once under appropriation request and once under project eligibility.
The only other major distinction between the two bills is that the
House bill does not have the utility relocation provision which we
tacked on to the Senate bill.
The following is a section by section comparison of the two bills
using the House bill as the model.
Section l of the House bill is the provision of legislative intent
which we have already agreed is not needed. Section 1 of the Sen
ate bill, however, is Section 23.050, Functions and Duties of the
Department, which we changed to department from the secretary. In
that section we provided specific authorization for the department
to provide public surface transit equipment surfaces where public
need has been determined to exist, but the service cannot be rea
sonably provided by others. We provide that later on in the bill,
as well, and it may be a bit redundant but probably is not harmful.

· Page 2
Section 2 of both bills, even though the House bill does not have
a separate Section 2 as such, deals with the definitions. Both
bills contain the same definitions in general. The House bill
does not use the word surface in their definitions. For instance,
our first definition is public surface transit, whereas theirs is
public transit and this continues throughout in the definitions.
Under the definition of public surface transit or public transit
we provide in the Senate bill a specific exclusion for privately
owned conveyances operated exclusively for the owner's personal
use. That is not in the House bill. The third definition in
both bills concerns what the Senate bill calls public surface
transit demonstration projects. The House uses a different ter
minology referring to it as Public Transit Service Development
Projects. The definition is the same, the label is just a little
different. In the definition of ride sharing, the Senate bill
talks about motor vehicles manufactured for the transportation
of two or more persons, whereas the House bill talked about motor
vehicles manufactured for the transportation of 15 or less persons.
Not a major distinction.
The next section of the House bill and Section 3 of the Senate bill
are fairly similar, both dealing with duties and responsibilities
of the department relating to surface transit programs. The House
bill contains all the provisions that are in the Senate bill plus
a provision in the Senate bill relating to planning which shows up
in the Senate bill in Section 5 on page 9, and which we worked into
the current language under transportation planning. Also Subsection
l in the House bill under this section is some broad language which
gives the department leadership and direction for public transit
programs in Florida. Subsection 5 in this section in the House bill
uses the term"receive and administer 11 Federal grants and you recall
in the Senate bill we deleted�receive"and just put administer be
cause they already have the authority to receive Federal grants.
Under Subsection 9 (c) of this section of the House bill they use
the original DOT language which sets out the different types of
revenues available to the projects. In the Senate bill we simply
said ''revenue availabl.e to the project': and that's in Subsection 7
(c) of the Senate bill.
Subsection 10 of the House bill corresponds to Subsection 8 of the
Senate bill and there is one difference here. T�e House puts a 2
year limitation on the time period in which the department may pro
vide public transportation service where an emergency exists. That's
probably not a bad provision at all.
Subsection 11 of the House bill corresponds to Subsection 9 of the
Senate bill, and they relate to the administration of Federal and
State ride sharing programs. The House bill provides that such
programs should not be subject to regulation under Chapter 323 or
350 which would be PEC regulation. The Senate bill has no such
exclusion, however. As you recall we did draft a ride sharing
bill in which such an exclusion was provided.

Pa.ge 3
The next �ection of the House bill and Section 4 of the Senate
bill are the same in all major respects with only very minor
drafting differences until you come to those provisions which
I mentioned in the opening paragraph of this memo. In contrast
to the House provisions, the Senate provisions under Subsection
3 (b) allow the department to transfer public surface transit
funds within the public surface transit program to optimized
public trahsit services and federal aid available. This really
points up the philosophical distinction between the two houses,
the House restricting the department's expenditure of funds
whereas the Senate grants the DOT discretion to transfer funds
to optimize services.
Subsection 5 (a) of this section of the House bill is less manda
tory than the Senate provision. The House provision says the de
partment may fund 50% of the non federal share of the cost of any
eligible public transit capital project, whereas the Senate uses
the term the department shall fund 50% of these costs". This en tire Subsection (that is, 5) of the House bill deals with fund par
ticipation, but paragraph (d) requires the department to adopt ad
ministrative prcicedures establishing funding participation schedules.
This appears to be an oversight on the part of the House staff.
This provision was in the original DOT draft but after we sat down
with them and worked out specific funding levels for particular
types of projects, we felt that we could delete this provision.
The House staff apparently overlooked it.
11

The next section of the House bill is Section 2, the first section
having created 5 new Subsections in Chapter 334 and it repeals
Section 334.024 which is the provision which presently limits non
highway spending to 5 million dollars unless certain conditions
are met. This is consistant with the House provisions restricting
state funds on surface transit projects to 5 million dollars out
of the Highway Trust Fund.
The last section of the Senate bill is the utility relocation pro
vision which the House does not include in their bill.
In summary, it appears the House has taken the format proposed by
the department in that they have created 5 new subsections of Chapter
334, and established the Florida Public Transit Act. The Senate
approach was not to call attention to the legislation in this man
ner but to incorporate the new language into existing statutory
provisions. The funding and expenditure restrictions in the House
bill appear to be very much in line with the facetious title of
the Public Transportation Containment Act.

June 2, 1978
MEM O RAN D UM

TO:

Senator Myers

RE:

SB 953(Surface Transit Bill)

FROM:

John Christensen

Senator, the Surface Transit Bill was passed by the House-with
··•· ··2 amendments. The first had to do with the $5 million cap.
The second was-a word change that I discussed with you the
other day concerning some language that Betty Easley had
in the bill and subsequently agreed to change at the request
of the DOT. This amendment, on Page 8, line 3, says that
projects for local governments shall not be altered or removed
from priority status without notification to the local government involved. Ms. Easley's provision had originally said
that such projects could not be removed without concurrence
of the local government.
We should concur in the amendments.
JFC/mb
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PUBLIC TRANSIT ACT
Section 334.029(3) (b) and (4) (a)
Unless otherwise authorized by the Legislature, no funds
in excess of $5 million shall be expended from the
State Transportation Trust Fund for any public transit
project, and without such authorization, any funds in
excess of $5 million for such project must be appropriated
from a revenue source other than the State Transportation
Trust Fund.

In the event the Governor's budget

recommendation

to the legislature includes an expendi

ture in excess of $5 million from the State Transporta
tion Trust Fund for any public transit project, such
budget recoIT�endation shall describe the project in
general terms and include the ultimate fiscal obligation
and sources of funding.

The local government sponsoring the project shall
pay at least 50% of the non-federal share of the entire
expense properly attributable to such relcoation after
deducting therefrom any increase in the value of the new
facility and any salvage value derived from the old
facility.

The balance of the non-federal share of the

relocation expense shall be paid by the utility involved.

CH. 78-283
Senate Committee on Appropriations
Documentation on SB 953 meeting file for 5/23/78
(Florida State Archives, Series 18, Box 717
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16

transit sys tems, embracing various modes of transport in a

17

manner that will serve the state, including local and regional

18

areas, in a safe, efficient, and effective manner.
334.027

19
20

( 1}

Definitions.--As used in ss. 334.025-334.029:

"Public transit" means the transporting of people

21

by conveyances, or systems of conveyances, traveling on land

22

or water, local or regional in nature, and available for use

23

by the public.

U

governmentally owned or privately owned.

25

s pecifically includes those forms of transportation commonly

�

known as "paratransit."

27

(2)

I
1.15/7
1.15/8
l.15/8
1.24
1.25

Public transit systems may be either
Public transit

"Public transit capital project" means a project

28

undertaken by a public agency to provide public transit to its

�

constituency, and is limited to acquisition, design,

30

construction, reconstruct ion, or improvement of a

31

governmentally owned or operated transit systeD.

1.26

.: . .:-. .:

"Public transit service development project" means

1.26/3

2 a project undertaken by a public agency to determine whether a

1.26/4

(3}
3

4

new or innovative technique or techniques or measures can
improve or expand public transit services to its constituency.

5 The scope of such projects shall include all items associated

6

with the development and the project duration shall no� exceed

7

24 months.

8

specifically include projects involving the utilization of new

9

services, routes, vehicle frequencies, purchase of special

Public transit service development projects

10 transportation services, and other such techniques for
11

increasing service to the riding public as they apply to

12

s pecific localities and transit user. groups.

13

( 4}

"Paratransit" means those elements of public

14

t ransit which provide service between specific origins and

15

destinations selected by the individual ·user with such service

16

being provided at a time that is agreed upon by the user and

17

the-provider of the service.
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1. 26/6
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l.26/8
1.26/9
1.26/9
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3

18

by taxis, limousines, "dial-a-ride" buses, an3 other demand

1?

respor.sive operations that are characterized by their

�

nonscheduled, nonfixed route nature.

21

( 5)

1.36/3

"Ridesharing" means an arrangement between persons

22

with a common destination, or destinations, within the same

23

proximity, to share the use of a motor vehicle for

24

transportation to such destination, or destinations.

. 25

Transportation under such arrangement shall b� limited to a

�

single round trip daily, in a motor vehicle manufactured for

V

t he transportation of 15 or fewer persons.

�

herein defined, is specifically intended to distinguish this

�

activity from public transit services such as shared-ride

30

programs which are provided for hire by governmentally owned

31

or privately owned providers of such services.
334.028

l :gg

Rid2sharing, as

1.36/3
1.40

1.41

. . -..
....
.. - -.
..... .
....
. ..

1.4.3.

Duties and responsibilities of the

2 department.--The department shall:
(1)

3

Provide overall leadership and direction for

1.46

4 p ublic transit programs in Florida.
(2)

5

Develop a statewide plan which provides for public

6

transit needs at least 5 years in advance and for a reasonable

7

projection of such neeos 20 years in advance.

8

be developed in a manner that will assure maximum use of

9

existing facilities, and optimum integration and coordination

The plan shall

10

of the various modes of transportation, both governmentally

11

owned and privately owned resources, in the most cost

12 e ffective manner possible.

The statewide plan shall

1.47
1.48

1.49

1.50

13 incorporate plans adopted by local and regional planning
14

agencies and shall, insofar as practical, conform to federal

15

planning requirements.

16

(3)

Develop, publish, and administer state standards

17

concerning system management, performance, and safety of

18

governmentally owned public transit systems.

19

shall be developed jointly with representatives of affected

Sl(a)-74
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1.51
1.52

Such standards
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20

transit systems with full consideration given to nationwide

21

indu�try norms and shall define the minimums acceptable to

22

Florida, as well as long-range goals.
(4)

23

Study public transit problems and provide

24

technical and financial assistance to units of local

25

g ove·rnment for resolution thereof.

26

p ublic agencies who provide public transit by making

27

department owned transit vehicles and appurtenances available

1.53/1
1. 53/2

The department may assist

f or lease to such agencies for special needs of limited
duration.
(5)

1.53/1

Receive and administer federal grants or

.. . . .
. . . ..

. ....
1.53/5

2 apportionments £or public transit projects in this stat� when

1.58

3 necessary to further the overall statewide program.

l. 59

4

1.59

5

(6)

Coordinate all activities between the public and

p rivate agencies on matters relating to public transit.

6

(7)

Assist in the development and implementation of

7

marketing programs for public transit services and information

8

s ystems directed toward assistance of the user of public

l.60
1.60
l. 61

9 transit systems.
(8)

10

Participate in federal research and demonstration

11

programs relating to public transit and conduct research and

12

demonstration projects directed to the needs of this state,

13

including its counties and municipaiities.
(9)

14

Provide new transit services and equipment where a

1.62

l.63

1.64

15

public need has been determined to exist pursuant to the

16

transportation planning process and where the following

17

conditions occur:

l.65

18

(a)

1. 65

19

No other governmental unit of app=opriat�

jurisdiction exists.

20

(b)

Service cannot be reasonably provided by a

�

governmentally owned or privately owned public transit

22

provider.
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23
�

�

26
27

�

29

30

Cost of providing service does not exceed the sum

1. 67

other public agencies, local fund participation, and specific

1.68

(c)

of. revenues from fares charged to user, services purchased by

legislative appropriation for this purpose.

The department may buy, sell, own, lease, and otherwise

2 .. s_.....

encumber facilities, transit vehicles, and appurtenances

thereto, as necessary to pr·ovide such services or provide

service by contract with governmentally owned or privately

2 owned service providers.
3

. .. . ..

..

(10)

Provide public transportation service where

2.3

2.3

4

emergency service is required, provided that no other private

2.4

6

needed service and that such service is clear_ly in the best

2.5

8

service shall be provided by contractual services or actual

5 or public transportation operation is available to provide
7

9

10
11

12

i nterests of the people or communities being served.

operation of state owned transit equipment and facilities,. or

2.5/1,

Transportation, and shall be limited to a period not to exceed

2.5/2

any other means deemed appropriate by the Secretary of
2 years.

(11)

13

14

15

Such

Administer federal and state ridesharing programs

and federal aid funds apportioned to the department for the

p urpose of developing studies, marketing,· and implementing

ridesharing programs.

•

2.5/2'
2.5/3

Vehicles·used in ·such prograins shali not

be subject to regulation under chapter 323 or chapter 350, pro

vided the department establishes requirements for aae·quate in
surance based on the passenger capacity of each vehicle.
(12)

18
19

20

21

Exercise such other functions, powers, and duties

in connection with transit problems as may be necessary to

d evelop an effective balanced transportation system in the

state.

33
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1
2

334.029

progrwns and projects.-

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Administration and financing of public transit

(!)

Federal aid--

(a)

The department is authorized to receive federal

grants or apportionments for public transit projects in this
state.
(b)

Local governments are authorized to receive fe deral

_ _nt
_ _..
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'

.

.

.
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. . .
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of the non-federal share of the cost attributable to such re
loc ation after deducting therefrom any increase in the value

of the new facility and any salvage value derived from the old
facility.

The bdlance of the non-federal share shall be paid

by the utility.
(2}

Public Transit Construction and Implementation

(a)

The department shall prepare a

Plan.-5-year public

transit construction and implementation plan which shall be

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
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1

included in the department's 5-year construction plan prepared

2

purrawnt to s.

3

to public transit construction ilnd implementation projects in

334.21 (5).

Provisions of s.

33'1 .21

shi:tll apply

the same manner that they apply to road construction projects,
except that s.

334.21 (5) (b)

sholl not

apply

{b)

7

to public transit

The public transit construction and implementation

8

plan shall be consiste�t with the statewide public transit

9

plan and •local plans developed in accordance with the

10

comprehensive transportation planning process.

11

be included in the public transit 5-year construction and

14

providillg such project is eligible under the rcgui r:ements

16

23
25
26

29
30

2.21
2.22

established herein and �ubject to estimated availability of
1

funds.

Projects so included in the 5-ye.:ir plan sliall not be

2.23

altered or removed from priority status without concurrence of
the public agency or local government involved.

21
22

2.2C

implementation plan upon the reguest of that public agency,

15

20

Projects

be llndert aken and implemented by z:nother public agency, shall

13

19

2.18
2.19

involving funds administered by the department, and which will

12

_18

2. IE

projects.

6

17

2.1(

(3)

APPROPRIATION REQUESTS.--

2.24

{a)

Public transit funds shall be requested on the

2.24

basis of the funding required for the public transit

2.25

construction and implementation plan.
(b)

Unless otherwise at1thor1·�
� ec1- bv
· 1_ql:;t.1i:::� .nQ _ .
� . th:e L. egi,s

funds in excess of $5 million shall bc_cxpen�cd_from_the.Statc.

Transportation Trust Fund for d single project involving.a .....

fixed guidcwa:i,: publJc transit system. Any fund!::i _in _c;-:ccss
.of_.
_
$5 million for such project shall be appropridtcd _from a_
revenue source other tha11 the St<lte Transportation Tcust

31

32
33
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BILL:

F LOR I DA

SB 953

(As amended by the Appropriations
Committee}

S E N A T E

FISCAL NOTE

PRINCIPAL AGENCY AFFECTED:
FUND AFFECTED:

Department of Transportation

DOT-Transportation Trust Fund
General Revenue Fund

BILL SUBJECT SUM.MAHY:
The bill, as amended, defines the duties and responsi
bilities of the Department of Transportation relating
to public transportation in the state. The Department
shall provide overall leadership and direction for
public transit programs, prepare a 5-year public transit
construction and implementation plan, and develop, pub
lish, and administer state standards for governmentally
owned public transit systems. Any county chartered under
Section 6(e), Article VIII, Florida Constitution (i.e.
Dade) shall pay at least 50% of the non-f2dcral share of
the utility relocation costs due to the construction of
a fixed guideway public transit project.
Section 334.024, Florida Statutes, is re�ealed by this
bill. Current law sets a limit of $5 �illion on non
highway transportation facilities, planning, or studies
from funds allocated by the state unless included in the
Legislative budget as submitted to the Governor and re
commended by him to the Legislature anc included in the
general appropriations act.
In summary, the bill authorizes the DOT to ?articipate
in certain public transportation projects and activities.
The Department is currently participat.ins i:1 these ac
tivities as funds permit.
FINANCIAL EFFECT:
Funding participation levels are provided as follows:
(1) DOT is required to fund 50 percent of non-federal
share of costs of eligible surface transit capital pro
jects; (2) DOT is authorized to fund 100 percent of any
eligible project statewide in scope, or involving more
than one county where no other appropriate jurisdiction
exists; (3) DOT is authorized to fund 50 percent of the
net costs of surface transit demonstratio� ?rejects that
are local in scope and 100 percent of net costs of state
wide demonstration projects.
The bill limits funds to $5 nillio:1 to be ex?endcd
from the State Transportation Tr�st Fun� for a single
project involving a fixed guidcway public transit system,
unless authorized by the Legislature. Any funds in ex
cess of $5 million for such a project shall be appropri
ated from a revenue source other th<ln t�� State Trans
porlation Trust Fund.
O'l'HI::H C0:-1HENTS:
'J'hjs bill is similar lo Im 20,;3_
The effective <late of this bill is October l, 1978.
This fiscal note has been prepared by the staff of the
Co™niLtcc on Appropriations with the cooperation of the
agency an<l otllcn; concerned.
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AMErlO, � ATTACHED

2

SUBJECT:

Public Surface Transportation

1. Transportation
2. Appropriations

SUMMARY:

The bill, as amended, defines the duties and responsibilities of
the Department of Transportation relating to public transportation
in the state. The Department shall provide overall leadership and
direction for public transit programs, prepare a 5-year public
transit construction and implementation plan, and develop, pub
lish, and administer state standards for gover�7entally owned
public transit systems. Any county chartered under Section 6 (e),
Article VIII, Florida Constitution (i.e. Dade) shall pay at least
50% of the non-federal share of the utility relocation costs due
to the construction of a fixed guideway public transit project.
Section 334. 024, Florida Statutes, is repealed by this bill.
Current law sets a limit of $5 million on non-highway transportation
facilities, planning, or studies from funds allocated by the state
unless included in the Legislative budget as su�mitted to the
Governor and recommended by him to the Legislature and included
in the general appropriations act.

II.

In summary, the bill authorizes the DOT to participate in certain
public transportation projects and activities. The Department is
currently participating in these activities as funds permit.
PURPOSE:
A. Present Situation
The legislature has given the DOT broad authority to develop an
integrated balanced transportation system (see ss. 23.050 and
334.02). However, much of the specific language regarding planning,
programming, budgeting and funding has historically been focused
on roads and highways. Such specificity is lacking in the area
of public surface transportation. The departr.1ent is required to
match all federal aid highway funds in s. 335.04(2) but there is no
corresponding requirement concerning federal aid for transit,
much of which is directly apportioned to local government. In
fact, s. 334.024 restricts expenditures on non-highway trans
portation facilities.
Under the broad authority granted in the statutes, the department
has acted to support public surface transportation, and received
legislative approval through the appropriations process, in the
following activities: transit studies; funding assistance for
local transit services; acquisition of a bus fleet to assist local
governments establishing transit services; contributed up to 50
percent of the non-federal share of other transit capital projects;
provided emergency public transportation services.
Except for projects involving the interstate system, a utility
with facilities within the right-of-way, of or along, any public
road is required Lo relocate the facilities at its own expense
if such facilities are interfering with the roadway.

STJ\FF ANALYSIS AND ECONO�·HC STATEMENT
Appropriations Committee
SB 953 - Committee On Transportation
PJ\GE TWO

B. Effect on Present Situation
The bill provides specific statutory authority for the department
to act in the area of public surface transportation. Definitions
are provided, and duties and responsibilities are set out, some
of the more significant of which are: dcvelo?, publish and ad
minister state standards relating to system ma�agement, performance,
and safety of governmentally-owned public sur!ace transit systems;
provide technical and financial assistance to local government;
coordinate transit activities; provide new transit equipment and
services under certain conditions; administer certain federal transit
program grants. The bill requires the department to prepare a five
year construction and implementation plan for public surface transit
programs as well as a twenty-year plan projecting future needs.
Funding participation levels are provided as follows: (1) DOT
is required to fund 50 percent of non-federal share of costs of
eligible surface transit capital projects; (2) DOT is authorized
to fund 100 percent of any eligible project state�ide in
scope, or involving more than one county where no other
appropriate jurisdiction exists; (3) DOT is a:.:thorized to
fund 50 percent of the net costs of surface transit demonstration projects that are local in scope, an� 100 percent of
net costs of demonstration projects statewide in scope.
The bill requires reimbursement to utility conpanies
which are required to relocate facilities due t o an urban
mass transportation project, the cost of which is funded
60 percent or more by the federal goverrunent.
III.

ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS:
A. Economic Impact on the Public:

NO

X

B. Economic Impact on State or Local Government:

YES

X

Inasmuch as the bill simply makes explicit that which the
department is currently doing under the broad legislative
authorization for an integrated balanced transportation system,
little economic impact is anticipated in the foreseeable
future concerning public surface transportation programs.
Legislative approval of department actions will still be
available through the appropriations process.
It is not possible to accurately estimate the cost of the
utility relocation provision to state and local governments.
The only qualifying project to date involves the Dade Rapid
Transit system. The utility relocation expenses associated
with that project arc estimated to be $3 million, $600,000 of
which would be the state-local government share based on the cur
rent federal-local matching requirements.
IV

COMMENTS:
None.
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tire at age· 55 upon completion of 30 years of creditable service;
providing an effective date.

public as they apply to specific localities and transit user
groups.

Allen Morris, Cle<rk

( 4) "Paratransit" means those elements of public transit
which provide service between specific origins and destinations
selected by the individual user with such service being provided
at a time that is agreed upon by the user and the provider of
the service. Paratransit service is provided by taxis, limousines,
"dial-a-ride" buses, and other demand responsive operations that
are characterized by their nonscheduled, nonfixed route nature.

On motions by Senator Johnston, the Senate refused to
recede from Senate Amendments 1 and 2 and the House was
again requested to concur, and in the event the House refused
to concur, a conference committee was requested. The action
of the Senate was certified to the House.

SPECIAL ORDER

<�A

bill to be entitled An act relating to transporta
�nding s. 23.050, Florida Statutes; making certain func
tions and duties of the Secretary of the Department of Trans
portation duties of the department; requiring the department to
provide public surface transit equipment and services in certain
situations; adding s. 334.021( 4)(d)(h), Florida Statutes; provid
ing definitions; creating s. 334.121, Florida Statutes; providing
duties of the department relating to a surface transit program;
creating s. 334.122, Florida Statutes; providing for the adminis
tration and financing of the surface transit program; amending
s. 334.211(2), Florida Statutes; providing guidelines for compre
hensive plans by the department; amending s. 338.19(1), Florida
Statutes; providing for reimbursement to utilities for relocation
expenses of certain facilities; providing an effective date.
-was read the second time by title.
The Committee on Appropriations offered the following
amendment which was moved by Senator Myers:
Amendment 1-On page 1, line 25, strike everything after the
enacting clause and insert: Section 1. Sections 334.025, 334.026,
334.027, 334.028, and 334.029, Florida Statutes, are created to
read:
334.025 Short Title.-Sections 334.025-334.029 shall be known
and may be cited as the "Florida Public Transit Act."
334.026 Legislative Intent.-It is the legislative intent of ss.
334.025-334.029 to define the role of the Department of Trans
portation in developing the transit element of an effective
multimodal transportation system for the State of Florida. This
role shall be viewed as dynamic and capable of recognizing
changing developments in technology and local, state, and federal
laws and policies that affect the state's total multimodal trans
portation system. It is further recognized by the Legislature
that adequate and efficient public surface transit services are
essential to the economic growth of the urban and rural com
munities of the state and the well being of its people. It is in
the best interests of the state to encourage and promote the
development of public transit systems, embracing various modes
of transport in a manner that will serve the state, including
local and regional areas, in a safe, efficient, and effective man
ner.
334.027

Definitions.-As used in ss. 334.025-334.029:

(1) "Public transit" means the transporting of people by
conveyances, or systems of conveyances, traveling on land or
water, local or regional in nature, and available for use by the
public. Public transit systems may be either governmentally
owned or privately owned. Public transit specifically includes
those forms of transportation commonly known as "paratransit."
(2) "Public transit capital project" means a project under
taken by a public agency to provide public transit to its con
stituency, and is limited to acquisition, design, construction, re
construction, or improvement of a governmentally owned or
operated transit system.
(3) "Public transit service development project" means a
project undertaken by a public agency to determine whether a
!}ew or innovative technique or techniques or measures can
improve or expand public transit services to its constituency.
The scope of such projects shall include all items associated with
the development and the project duration shall not exceed 24
!1JOnths. Public transit service development projects specifically
mclude projects involving the utilization of new services, routes,
vehicle frequencies, purchase of special transportation services,
and other such techniques for increasing service to the riding

(5) "Ridesharing" means an arrangement between persons
with a common destination, or destinations, within the same
proximity, to share the use of a motor vehicle for trans
portation to such destination, or destinations. Transportation
under such arrangement shall be limited to a single round
trip daily, in a motor vehicle manufactured for the transporta
tion of 15 or fewer persons. Ridesharing, as herein defined,
is specifically intended to distinguish this activity from public
transit services such as shared-ride programs which are pro
vided for hire by governmentally owned or privately owned
providers of such services.
334.028 Duties and responsibilities of the department.-The
department shall:
(1) Provide overall leadership and direction for public transit
programs in Florida.
(2) Develop a statewide plan which provides for public
transit needs at least 5 years in advance and for a reasonable
projection of such needs 20 years in advance. The plan shall
be developed in a manner that will assure maximum use of
existing facilities, and optimum integration and coordination
of the various modes of transportation, both governmentally
owned and privately owned resources, in the most cost effective
manner possible. The statewide plan shall incorporate plans
adopted by local and regional planning agencies and shall, in
sofar as practical, conform to federal planning requirements.
(3) Develop, publish, and administer state standards con
cerning system management, performance, and safety of gov
ernmentally owned public transit systems. Such standards shall
be developed jointly with representatives of affected transit
systems with full consideration given to nationwide industry
norms and shall define the minimums acceptable to Florida,
as well as long-range goals.
(4) Study public transit problems and provide technical
and financial assistance to units of local government for
resolution thereof. The department may assist public agencies
who provide public transit by making department owned transit
vehicles and appurtenances available for lease to such agencies
for special needs of limited duration.
(5) Receive and administer federal grants or apportionments
for public transit projects in this state when necessary to
further the overall statewide program.
(6) Coordinate all activities between the public and private
agencies on matters relating to public transit.
(7) Assist in the development and implementation of market
ing programs for public transit services and information sys
tems directed toward assistance of the user of public transit
systems.
(8) Participate in federal research and demonstration pro
grams relating to public transit and conduct research and
demonstration projects directed to the needs of this state, in
cluding its counties and municipalities.
(9) Provide new transit services and equipment where a
public need has been determined to exist pursuant to the trans
portation planning process and where the following conditions
occur:
(a) No other governmental unit of appropriate jurisdiction
exists.
(b) Service cannot be reasonably provided by a govern
mentally owned or privately owned public transit provider.
(c) Cost of providing service does not exceed the sum of
revenues from fares charged to user, services purchased by other
public agencies, local fund participation, and specific legislative
appropriation for this purpose.
The department may buy, sell, own, lease, and otherwise
encumber facilities, transit vehicles, and appurtenances there-
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to, as necessary to provide such services or provide service by
contract with governmentally owned or privately owned service
providers.

(d) No state funds shaJJ be allocated or expended for opera
tion deficits of public transit projects, except as specificalJy al
lowed for approved service development projects.

(10) Provide public transportation service where emergency
service is required, provided that no other private or public
transportation operation is available to provide needed service
and that such service is clearly in the bes t interests of the
people or communities being served. Such service shall be pro
vided by contractual services or actual operation of state owned
transit equipment and facilities, or any oth er means deemed
appropriate by the Secretary of Transportation, and shall be
limited to a period not to exceed 2 years.

(e) Public transit service development projects shall be in
dividually identified in the department 's appropriation_ reques t .
Such request shaJJ s how a breakdown in funds showing capital
and operating expense.

(11) Administer federal and state ridesharing programs
and federal aid funds apportioned to the department for the
purpose of developing studies, marketing, and implementing
ridesharing programs. Vehicles used in such programs shall not
be subject to regulation under chapter 323 or chapter 350, pro
vided th e department establishes requirements for adequate in
s urance based on the passenger capacity of each vehicle.
(12) Exercise such other functions, powers, and duties in
connection with transit problems as may be necessary t o develop
an effect ive balanced transportation system in the state .
334.029 Administration and financing of public transit pro
grams and projects.(1)

Federal aid-

(a) The department is authorized to receive federal grants
or apportionments for public transit projects in this state.
(b) Local governm ents are authorized to receive federal
grants or apportionments for public transit projects. In addition,
the provisions of s. 338.19 notwithstanding, if the relocation of
utility facilities is necessitated by the construction of a fixed
guideway public trans it project and the utilities relocation is ap
proved as a part of the project by a participating federal
agency, if eligible for federal matching reimbursement , then
any county chartered under section 6(e), Article VIII, of the
state constitution shall pay at least 50 % of the non.-federal
share of the cost attributable to such relocation after deduct
ing therefrom any increase in the value of the new facility and
any salvage value derived from the old facility. The balance of
the non-federal share shall be paid by the utility.
(2)

Public Trans it Construction and Implementation Plan.

(a) The department shall prepare a 5-year public t ransit
construction and implementation plan which shaJJ be included
in the department 's 5-year construction plan prepared pursuant
to s. 334.21(5). Provisions of s. 334.21 shall apply to public
transit construction and implementation projects in the same
manner that they apply to road cons truction projects, except
that s. 334.21(5)(b) shall not apply to public trans it projects.
(b) Th e public transit construction and implementation
plan shall be consist ent with the s tatewide public transit plan
and local pl_ans devel?ped in accordance with the comprehen sive
tr��sportat10n plannmg process. Projects involving funds ad
mm1�tered by the depart ment, and which will be undertaken
and impl_emente� by another public agency, s hall be included in
the public transit 5-year cons�ruction and implementation plan
!1PO� �h e request of that_ public agency,_ providing such project
1s ehg_1ble under �he :z-�qmrements established herein and subject
to e stimated availability of funds. Projects so included in the
5-_Year plan shall not be altered or removed from priority status
;Yithout concurrence of the public agency or local government
mvolved.
(3)

APPROPRIATION REQUgSTS.-

(a) Public transit funds shaJJ be requested on the basis
of the funding required for the public transit construction and
implementation plan.
(b) . Unless otherwise authorized by the Legislature no
funds m ex�ess of $5 million shall be expended from the State
Transportation Trus� Fund . for a single projec t involving a
fixed _ _e;mdeway public transit system. Any funds in excess of
$5 million for such proj ect shaJJ be appropriated from a revenue
source other than the State Transportation Trus t Fund.
(c) Appropriation requests shall identify each public transit
project calling for state expenditure of $500,000 or more.

(4) PROJECT ELIGIBILITY.-Any project necessary to
carry out those duties and responsibilities enumerat ed in s. 334.028 is eligible for expenditure of state funds in accordance with
fund participation rates established herein, s ubject to the fol
lowing conditions:
(a) Unless otherwise authorized by the Legislature no funds
in excess of $5 million shaJJ be expenq ed from the State Trans
portation Trust Fund for a single proj ect involving a fixed
guideway public transit system. Any funds in excess of $5 mil
lion for such proj ect shall be appropriated from a revenue source
other than the State Transportation Trust Fund.
0

(b) The project shall be for service or transportation facili
ties provided by the departm ent under the provisions of this act
a public transit capital project, or a public transit service de�
velopment project.
(c) The project has been approved by the department as be
ing cons istent with standards established pursuant to provisions
of this act.
(5)

FUND PARTICIPATION.-

(a) The department may fund up to 50 percent of the non
federal share of the costs of any eligible public transit capital
project. Department participation shall not exceed 12 and one
half p ercent of the federal participation in federalJy ass'isted
projects.
(b) The department is authorized to fund up to 100 percent
of the cost of any eligible project that is statewide in scope
or involves more than one county where no other governmental
unit or appropriate jurisdiction exists.
(c) The department is authorized to fund up to 50 p ercent of
the net costs of public transit service development projects that
�re local _ in sco�e and up to 100 perc_ent of the net cos ts of pub
he transit service development proJ ects that are statewide in
scope. Net costs are alJ costs of the project less any federal
funds, fares, or other sources of income to the project.
Section 2.
pealed.
Section 3.

Section 334.024, Florida Statutes, is hereby re
This act shall take effect October 1, 1978.

Senator Myers moved the following amendments to Amend:
ment 1 which were adopted:
A�endm�nt l_A-On page . 7, strike all of line 25 through
and. mcludmg lme 30 and msert: (b) If a public transit
project will re sult in the ultimate expendi ture or commitment
of state funds in excess of $5 million then unless otherwise
authorized by the Legislature, any such ft;nds in excess of
$5 million shall be appropriated from a revenue source other
than the St at e Transportation Trust Fund.
A�endm�nt l_B-On page . 8, strike all of line 17 through
and mcludmg lme 23 and msert: (a) If a public transit
project will result in the ultimate expenditure or commitment
of state funds in exce ss of $5 million then unless otherwise
authorized by the Legi slature, any such funds in excess of $5
million shall be appropriated from a revenue source other than
the State Transpor t ation Trust Fund.
Amendment 1 as amended was adopted.
The Committee on Appropriations offered the following
amendment which was moved by Senator Myers and adopted:
Amendment 2-On page 1 in title, strike all of line s 1
through and including line 21 and insert: A bill to be entitled
An act relating to transportation; creating ss. 334.025-334.029,
Florida Statutes, providing state technical and financial assist
'.1nce t o loc_al communities for planning, development, and
IJ?J?lementabon. of public transit systems and service s; pro
vidmg a short title, legislative intent, and definitions; providing
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duties and responsibilities of the Department of Transportation;
requiring a statewide plan for transit systems; authorizing
the department to receive federal aid; establishing minimum
standards for performance and safety; authorizing the de
partment to participate in studies and service development
projects in concert with local governments and transit agencies;
providing for the reimbursement of utility relocation costs in
certain instances; providing for aid and funding for public
transit programs through legislative appropriation and pro
viding procedures therefor; providing for contracts between
the department and receiving agencies; repealing s. 334.024,
Florida Statutes, which provides a limitation on expenditures
for nonhighway transportation facilities; providing an effec
tive date.

McClain
Myers
Peterson
Plante
Poston

On motion by Senator Myers, by two-thirds vote SB 953
as amended was read the third time by title, passed, ordered
engrossed and then certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:

-was read the second time by title. On motion by Senator
Gallen, by two-thirds vote HB 1062 was read the third time
by title, passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:

Yeas-33
Mr. President
Chamberlin
Childers, Don
Childers, W. D.
Firestone
Glisson
Gordon
Graham
Hair

Holloway
Johnston
Lewis
MacKay
McClain
Myers
Peterson
Plante
Poston

Renick
Sayler
Scarborough
Scott
Skinner
Spicola
Thomas,Jon
Thomas,Pat
Tobiassen

Trask
Vogt
Ware
Williamson
Winn
Zinkil

Nays-2
Henderson

Wilson

The motion to reconsider the vote by which SB 648 failed
to pass May 25 was taken up and failed; and the Senate refused
to reconsider. The vote was:
Yeas-11
Glisson
Hair
Holloway

McClain
Renick
Scarborough

Scott
Thomas,Jon

Graham
Henderson
Johnston
Lewis
MacKay
Myers
call:

Peterson
Plante
Poston
Sayler
Skinner
Spicola

Thomas,Pat
Vogt
Ware
Williamson
Winn
Zinkil

Nays-24
Castor
Chamberlin
Childers, Don
Childers, W. D.
Dunn
Gordon
Vote after roll

Nay-Tobiassen
SPECIAL ORDER, continued
Consideration of HB 359 was deferred.
SB 1244-A bill to be entitled An act relating to state offi
cers and employees; amending s. 112.20(3), Florida Statutes;
providing a means of calculating terminal payment for ac
cumulated unused sick leave; establishing a maximum payment
for such leave accumulated on or after a certain date; pro
viding an effective date.
-was read the second time by title. On motion by Senator
Plante, by two-thirds vote SB 1244 was read the third time
by title, passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:
Yeas-35
Mr. President
Castor
Chamberlin
Childers, Don

Childers, W. D.
Dunn
Firestone
Glisson

Spicola
Thomas,Jon
Thomas, Pat
Tobiassen
Trask

Vogt
Ware
Williamson
Winn

Nays-None
HB 1062-A bill to be entitled An act relating to civil liti
gation; creating s. 57.105, Florida Statutes; providing that
the court shall award a reasonable attorney's fee to the prevail
ing party in any civil action in which the court finds that there
was a complete absence of a justiciable issue of either law or
fact; providing an effective date.

Yeas-37
Mr. President
Castor
Chamberlin
Childers, Don
Childers, W. b.
Dunn
Firestone
Gallen
Glisson
Gordon

Graham
Hair
Henderson
Holloway
Johnston
Lewis
MacKay
McClain
Myers
Peterson

Plante
Poston
Renick
Sayler
Scarborough
Scott
Skinner
Spicola
Thomas,Jon
Thomas, Pat

Tobiassen
Trask
Vogt
Ware
Williamson
Winn
Zinkil

Nays-None

MATTERS ON RECONSIDERATION

Mr. President
Firestone
Gallen

Renick
Sayler
Scarborough
Scott
Skinner

Gordon
Graham
Hair
Henderson

Holloway
Johnston
Lewis
MacKay

Senator W. D. Childers moved that the Senate proceed to the •
consideration of Claims Bills at 2:00 p.m. The motion was
adopted.
Senator W. D. Childers moved that SB 678 be placed on the
special order calendar to be taken up at 11:30 a.m. this day.
The motion was adopted by two-thirds vote.
HB 775-A bill to be entitled An act relating to taxation;
creating s. 192.105, Florida Statutes; prohibiting the disclosure
of certain federal tax information; providing exceptions; pro
viding a penalty; providing an effective date.
-ws1s read the second time by title. On motion by Senator
Gordon, by two-thirds vote HB 775 was read the third time
by title, passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:
Yeas-36
Mr. President
Castor
Chamberlin
Childers, Don
Childers, W. D.
Firestone
Gallen
Glisson
Gordon

Graham
Hair
Henderson
Holloway
Johnston
Lewis
llfacKay
McClain
Myers

Peterson
PlantP
Poston
Renick
Sayler
Scott
Skinner
Spicola
Thomas,Jon

Thomas, Pat
Tobiassen
Trask
Vogt
Ware
Williamson
Wilson
Winn
Zinkil

Nays-None
SB 556-A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Depart
ment of Professional and Occupational Regulation; adding s.
20.30(6), Florida Statutes; requiring each examining and li
censing board of such department to have a layman member;
requiring the Governor to fill a vacancy in such a board by
appointing a layman member in certain circumstances; pro
viding an effective date.
-was read the second time by title. On motion by Senator
Wilson, by two-thirds vote SB 556 was read the third time
by title, passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:
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Nays-4
Childers, Don

Gordon

Johnston

Henderson

HB 485-A bill to be entitled An act relating to public food
service establishments; amending s. 509.241(2) (b), Florida
Statutes; exempting eating places maintained by nonprofit civic
organizations for the use of their members, and eating places
operated on a temporary, short-term basis by schools, colleges,
churches, and religious, fraternal, or nonprofit civic organiza
tions, from licensing requirements; providing an effective date.
-was read the second time by title. On motion by Senator
Gallen, by two-thirds vote HB 485 was read the third time by
title, passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:
Yeas---35
Mr. President
Castor
Childers, Don
Childers, W. D.
Dunn
Firestone
Gallen
Glisson
Gordon

Gorman
Graham
Hair
Henderson
Holloway
Johnston
Lewis
MacKay
Myers

Peterson
Poston
Renick
Sayler
Scarborough
Scott
Skinner
Spicola
Thomas, Jon

Thomas, Pat
Tobiassen
Trask
Ware
Williamson
Wilson
Winn
Zinkil

Nays-1
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On motion by Senator Myers, the Senate concurred in the
House Amendments.
SB 953 passed as amended and the action of the Senate was
certified to the House. The vote on passage was:
Yeas-31
Mr. President
Barron
Castor
Chamberlin
Childers, W. D.
Dunn
Firestone
Gallen

Glisson
Gordon
Graham
Hair
Henderson
Holloway
Johnston
Lewis

MacKay
Myers
Peterson
Poston
Sayler
Scarborough
Skinner
Spicola

Thomas, Jon
Thomas, Pat
Tobiassen
Trask
Wilson
Winn
Zinkil

Nays-None
The bill was ordered engrossed and then enrolled.
The Honorable Lew Brantley, President
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre
sentatives has adopted with amendmentBy Senator Dunn-

Chamberlin
On motion by Senator Myers the rules were waived and the
Senate reverted to-

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
The Honorable Lew Brantley, President
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed with amendmentsBy the Committee on Transportation�+-A bill to be entitled An act relating to transpor
tat10n; creating ss. 334.025-334.029, Florida Statutes, providing
state technical and financial assistance to local communities
for planning, development, and implementation of public transit
systems and services; providing a short title, legislative intent,
and definitions; providing duties and responsibilities of the
Department of Transportation; requiring a statewide plan for
transit systems; authorizing the department to receive federal
aid; establishing minimum standards for performance and
safety; authorizing the department to participate in studies
and service development projects in concert with local govern
ments and transit agencies; providing for the reimbursement of
utility relocation costs in certain instances; providing for aid
and funding for public transit programs through legislative
appropriation and providing procedures therefor; providing for
contracts between the department and receiving agencies; re
pealing s. 334.024, Florida Statutes, which provides a limitation
on expenditures for nonhighway transportation facilities; pro
viding an effective date.
-and requests the concurrence of the Senate.
Allen Morris, Clerk

Amendment 1-strike all of lines 9 through 14 on page 8,
after (b) and strike all of lines 1-6 on page 9 after (a) and
insert: on page 8 and page 9 Unless otherwise authorized by
the legislature, the department is prohibited from entering
into any agreement or contract for any public transit project
which would result in the ultimate expenditure or commitment
of state funds in excess of $5 million. Any funds in excess of
$5 million shall be appropriated from a revenue source other
than the State Transportation Trust Fund, unless otherwise
authorized by the legislature.
Amendment 2-On page 8, line 3, strike "concurrence of"
and insert: "notice to"

SM 709-A memorial to the Congress of the United States
urging Congress to direct the Veterans Administration to es
tablish an out-patient medical facility in Volusia County and
Leon County.
-and requests the concurrence of the Senate.
Allen Morris, Clerk
Amendment 1-On Page 2, line 17, strike "Volusia County and
Leon County" and after "in" insert: East Central Florida and
West Florida
On motion by Senator Dunn, the Senate concurred in the
House Amendment.
SM 709 as amended was adopted and the action of the
Senate was certified to the House. The vote on passage was:
Yeas-34
Mr. President
Barron
Castor
Childers, Don
Childers, W. D.
Dunn
Firestone
Gallen
Glisson

Gordon
Gorman
Graham
Hair
Henderson
Holloway
Johnston
Lewis
MacKay

McClain
Myers
Poston
Renick
Sayler
Scarborough
Skinner
Spicola
Thomas, Jon

Thomas, Pat
Tobiassen
Trask
Vogt
Wilson
Winn
Zinkil

Nays-1
Chamberlin
The bill was ordered engrossed and then enrolled.
The Honorable Lew Brantley, President
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed as amended HB 1927 and requests the
concurrence of the Senate.
Allen Morris, Clerk
By Representatives Craig and McDonaldRB 1927-A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Depart
ment of Health and Rehabilitative Services; establishing a spe-

CH. 78-283
House Committee on Transportation
Documentation from Bill File for HB 2043 (Proposed Committee Bill
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(Florida State Archives, Series 19, Box 496
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1
2
A bill to be entitled

3
4

An act relating to transportation; creating

5

ss. 334.025 - 334.029, F. S., providing state

6

technical and financial assistance to local

7

communities for planning, development, and

8

implementation of public transit systems and

9

services; providing a short title, legislative

10

intent, and definitions; providing duties and

11

responsibilities of the Department of Transportation;

12

requiring a statewide plan for transit systems;

13

authorizing the department to receive federal aid;

14

establishing minimum standards for performance

15

and safety; authorizing the department to

16

participate in studies and service development

17

projects in concert with local governments and

18

transit agencies; providing for aid and.funding

19

for public transit programs through legislative

20

appropriation and providing procedures therefor;

21

providing for contracts between the department

22

and receiving agencies; providing for the adoption

23

of rules; repealing s. 334.024, Florida Statutes;

24

providing an effective date.

25

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

26
27
28
29
30

Section 1.

Sections 334.025, 334. 026, 334.027, 334.028

and 334.029, F. S., are created to read:
334.025

Short Title.--Sections 334.025 - 334.029 shall

be known and may be cited as the "Florida Public Transit Act."

31
1

1

334.026

Legislative Intent.--To define the role of the

2

Department of Transportation in developing the transit element

3

of an .effective multi-modal transportation system for the

4

State of Florida.

5

capable of recognizing changing developments in technology

6

and local, state and federal laws and policies that affect the

7

state's total multi-modal transportation system.

8

recognized by the legislature that adequate and efficient

9

public surface transit services are essential to the economic

This role shall be viewed as dynamic and

It is- further

10

growth of the urban and rural communities of the state and

11

the well being of its people.

12

of the state to encourage and promote the development of public

13

transit systems, embracing various modes of transport in a

14

manner that will serve the state, including local and regional

15

areas, in a safe, efficient and effective manner.

16

334.027

17

(1).

It is in the best interests

Definitions as used in ss. 334.025 - 334.029:

"Public trans.it" means the tran�porting of· people

18

by conveyances, or systems of conveyances, traveling on land

19

or water, local or regional in nature, and available for use

20

by the public.

21

mentally owned or privately owned.

22

includes those forms of transportation commonly known as

23

"paratransit."

24

(2)

Public transit systems may be either govern
Public transit specifically

"Public transit capital project" means a project

25

undertaking by a public agency to provide public transit to

26

its constituency, and is limited to acquisition, design,

27

construction, reconstruction or improvement of a governmentally

28

owned or operated transit system.

29
30
31

2

1

( 3)

"Public transit service development project"

2

means a project undertaken by a public agency to determine

3

whether a new or innovative technique or techniques or measures

4

can improve or expand public transit services to its con

5

stituency.

6

associated with the development and the project duration shall

7

not exceed 24 months.

8

projects specifically include projects involving the

9

utilization of new services, routes, vehicle frequencies,

The scope of such projects shall include all items
Public transit service development

10

purchase of special transportation services, and other such

11

techniques for increasing service to the riding public as they

12

apply to specific localities and transit user groups.

13

(4)

"Paratransit" means those elements of public

14

transit which provide service between specific origins and

15

destinations selected by the individual user with such service

16

being provided at a time that is agreed upon by the user and

17

the provider of the ser�ice.

18

by taxis, limosines, "dial-a-ride� buses and other demand

19

responsive operations that are characterized by their non-

20

scheduled, nonfixed route nature.

21

(5)

Paratransit service is provided

"Ridesharing" means an arrangement between persons

22

with a common destination, or destinations, within the same

23

proximity, to share the use of a motor vehicle for transporta-

24

tion to such destination, or destinations.

25

under such arrangement shall be limited to a single round

26

trip daily, in a motor vehicle manufactured for the trans-

27

portation of 15 or less persons.

28

defined, is specifically intended to distinguish this activity

29

from public transit services such as shared-ride programs

30

which are provided for hire by governmentally owned or

31

privately owned providers of such services.

Transportation

Ridesharing, as herein

3

1

334.028

2

The department shall:

3
4
5

(1)

Duties and responsibilities of the department.

Provide overall leadership and direction for

public transit programs in Florida.
(2)

Develop a statewide plan which provides for public

6

transit needs at least five years in advance and for a

7

reasonable projection of such needs 20 years in advance.

8

plan shall be developed in a manner that will assure maximum

9

use of existing facilities, optimum integration and coordina

The

10

tion of the various modes of transportation, both govern

11

mentally owned and privately owned resources in the most

12

cost effective manner possible.

13

incorporate plans adopted by local and regional planning

14

agencies and shall, insofar as practical, conform to federal

15

planning requirements.

16

(3)

The statewide plan shall

Develop, publish, and administer state standards

17

concerning system management, performance and safety of

18

governmentally owned public transit systems.

19

shall be developed jointly with representatives of affected

20

transit systems with full consideration given to nationwide

21

industry norms and shall define the minimums acceptable to

22

Florida as well as long-range goals.

23

(4)

Such standards

Study public transit problems and provide technical

24

and financial assistance to units of local government for

25

resolution thereof.

26

who provide public transit by making department owned transit

27

vehicles and appurtenances available for lease to such agencies

28

for special needs of limited duration.

The department may assist public agencies

29
30
31
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1

(5)

Receive and administer federal grants or apportion-

2

ments for public transit projects in this state when necessary

3

to further the overall statewide program.

4
5

(6)

Coordinate all activities between the public and

private agencies on matters relating to public transit.

6

(7)

Assist in the development and implementation of

7

marketing programs for public transit services and information

8

systems directed toward assistance of the user of public

9

transit systems.

10

(8)

Participate in federal research and demonstration

11

programs relating to public transit and conduct research and

12

demonstration projects directed to the needs of this state,

13

including its counties and municipalities.

14

(9)

Provide new transit services and equipment where

15

a public need has been determined to exist pursuant to the

16

transportation planning process and the following conditions

17

occur:

18
19
20

(a)

No other governmental unit of appropriate

jurisdiction exists.
(b)

Service cannot be reasonably provided by a

21

governmentally owned or pr1vately owned public transit

22

provider.

23

(c)

Cost of providing service does not exceed the sum

24

of revenues from fares charged to user, services purchased by

25

other public agencies, local fund participation, and specific

26

legislative appropriation for this purpose.

27
28

The department may buy, sell, own, lease, and otherwise

29

encumber facilities, transit vehicles, and appurtenances

30

thereto, as necessary to provide such services or provide

31
5

1

service by contract with governmentally owned or privately

2

owned service providers.
(10)

3

Provide public transportation service where

4

emergency service is required, where no other private or public

5

transportation operation is available to provide needed service,

6

and which is clearly in the best interests of the people or

7

communities being served.

8

contractual services or actual operation of state-owned

9

transit equipment and facilities, or any other means deemed

10

Such service shall be provided by

11

appropriate by the Secretary of Transportation and shall be
limited to a period not to exceed two years.
(11) Administer federal and state ridesharing programs

12

and federal aid funds apportioned to the department for the

13

purpose of developing studies, marketing, and implementing

14

ridesharing programs.

15

regulation under Chapter 323 or Chapter 350.

16

(12)

Such programs shall not be subject to

Exercise such other functions, powers, and duties

17

in connection with transit problems as may be necessary to

18

develop an effective balanced transportation system in the·

19

state.

20
21
22

334.029. Administration and financing of public transit
pro9rams and projects:
(1)

Federal aid -- The department is authorized to

23

receive federal grants or apportionments for public transit

24

projects in this state.

25
26
27

(2)

Public transit construction and implementation

(a)

The department shall prepare a five-year public

plan

28

transit construction and implementation plan which will be

29

included in the department's five-year construction plan

30
31

6

1

prepared pursuant to s. 334.21(5).

2

shall apply to public transit construction and implementation

3

projects in the same manner that they apply to road construc-

4

tion projects, except that s. 334.21(5)(b) shall not apply

5

to public transit projects.

6

(bl

Provisions of s. 334.21

The public transit construction and implementation

7

plan will be consistent with the statewide public transit plan

8

and local plans developed in accordance with the comprehensive

9

transportation planning process.

Projects involving funds

10

administered by the departn�nt, and which will be undertaken

11

and implemented by another public agency, will be included in

12

the public transit five-year construction and implementation

13

plan upon the request of that public agency, providing such

14

project is eligible under the requirements established herein

15

and subject to estimated availability of funds.

16

(3)

Appropriation requests --

17

(a)

Public transit funds will be requested on the basis

18

of the funding required for the public transit construction

19

and implementation plan.

20

(b)

The department is prohibited from entering into

21

any agreement or contract for any public transit project which

22

would result in the ultimate expenditure or commitment of

23

state funds in excess of $5 million, unless the entire project

24

is approved and funded by the legislature

25

excess of $5 million appropriated from a revenue source other

26

than the State Transportation Trust Fund.

27
28
29

(c)

with funds in

Appropriation requests must identify each public

transit project calling for expenditure of $500,000 or more.
(d)

No state funds shall be allocated or expended for

30

operation deficits of public transit projects, except as

31

specifically allowed for approved service development projects.
(e)

Public transit service development projects must
7

1

be individually identified in the department's appropriation

2

request.

3

capital and operating expense.

4

(4)

Such reque·st must show a breakdown in funds showing
Project eligibility -- Any project necessary to

5

carry out those duties and responsibilities enumerated in

6

s. 334.028 is eligible for expenditure of state funds in

7

accordance with fund participation rates established herein,

8

subject to the following conditions:

9

10
11
12

(a)

The department is prohibited from entering into

any agreement or contract for any public transit project which
would result in the ultimate expenditure or commitment of
state funds in excess of $5 million, unless the entire project

13

is approved and funded by the legislature

14

excess of $5 million appropriated from a revenue source other

15

than the State Transportation Trust Fund.

16

(b)

with funds in

Project must be for service or transportation

17

facilities provided _by the department u.nder the provisions of

18

this statute, a public transit capital project or a public

19

transit service development project.

20
21

(c)

Project has been approved by the department as

22

being consistent with standards established pursuant to

23

provisions of this statute.

24

(5)

Fund participation

25

(a)

The department

s�J

fund 50 percent of the non-

26

federal share of the costs of any eligible public transit

27

capital project.

28

12 1/2 percent of the federal participation in federally

29

assisted projects.

30

(b)

31

Department participation shall not exceed

The department is authorized to fund up to 100

percent of the cost of any eligible project that is statewide
in scope or involves more than one county where no other
8

1
2

governmental unit or appropriate jurisdiction exists.
(c)

The department is authorized to fund up to 50

3

percent of the net costs of public transit service development

4

projects that are local in scope and up to 100 percent of the

S

net costs of public transit service development projects that

6

are statewide in scope.

7

less any federal funds, fares or other sources of income to the

8

project.

9

(d)

Net costs are all costs of the project

The department shall, upon a thorough study of the

10

state's transportation needs and the equity of funding such

11

needs, adopt administrative procedures establishing funding

12

participation schedules or ratios for department funding

13

participation in public transit projects.

14
15
16

Section 2.

Section 334.024, Florida Statutes, is

hereby repealed.
Section 3.

This act shall take effect October 1, 1978.

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE WORK SHEET
ANALYST:

Turner

BILL NO.

PCB #18

INTRODUCER(s):

DATE:

April 25, 1978

Committee on Transportation

COMMITTEE REFERENCE(s):
PROBLEM ADDRESSED: Lack of statutory direction or policy at the state level
on public transportation systems and programs.

DISCUSSION (STATUTES, INTENT, etc.) This bill creates the "Florida Public
Transit Act," defining the role of D.O.T. in developing the transit element
of a balanced transportation system.
now being carried out.

It does not expand the activities

Provides definitions, advance planning, development

of standards, participation in local or regional programs, funding, and
budget request, guides and restrictions, and project eligibility
reouirements.

Prohibits commitment of state funds in excess of $5 million

unless approved by the Legislature, and even then only $5 million can come
from the State Transportation Trust Fund.
for regular system operating deficits.

No state funds can be expended

However, D.O.T. is authorized to

continue current full participation in limited duration service development
(demonstration) or emergency projects.
EFFECT:

�stablishes firm guidelines £or D.O"T. 's Division of Public

Transportation Operations.

FISCAL NOTE:
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Summary of General Legislation, 1978 ••• Florida Legislature

MOTOR VEHICLES & TRANSPORTATION*
Of

the

legislation passed in 1978 in the area of motor

vehicles and transportation, the more important issues were:

clearly defined state policy in the development of public

more

transportation systems; the registration of
licensing

of

moped

operators;

the

"mopeds"

and

DOT

the

creation of a sixth road

district for the Department of Transportation; the transfer

to

of the state responsibility for the inspection of railroad

tracks

and

related

establishment

of

equipment;

metropolitan

requirements
planning

for

organizations

transportation planning in urbanized areas; the repeal
state

requirement

for

the

registration

of

driver

of

aircraft;

strengthening of the procedures for dealing with the
of

a

the
for
the
a

surrender

licenses in cancellation, suspension, or revocation

cases; and changes in regulations dealing with registration

of

motor vehicles and issuance of license plates.
Public Transportation Operations
The state's policy on public surface transportation
more

specifically

defined

with

Public Transit Act," SENATE BILL

the
953

was

passage of the "Florida
(CHAPTER

78-283).

The

*Prepared by the staff of the Senate Committee on Transportation
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� -

intent

of

the

act is to detail the role of the Department of

Transportation in developing the surface transit element of
effective

multimodal

transportation system in the state.

Department is to provide the overall leadership
for

public

transit

programs.

and

needs

is

to

be

developed.

incorporate, where practical,

The

direction

In order to adequately provide
5-year

for these type programs, a statewide plan based on
20-year

an

transit

Such
plans

a

plan

that

is

have

and
to
been

adopted by local and regional planning agencies.
It

shall

be

the duty of the Department to develop and

administer standards concerning the management, performance and
safety

of

governmentally

owned public transit systems.

standards are to be developed jointly with

representatives

Such
of

affected transit systems.
The

Department

is

required

to

study

problems and to provide technical and financial
local

governments

lease of

public transit
assistance

to

and may also provide assistance through the

department-owned

vehicles

to

public

agencies

for

periods of limited duration.
The Department may initiate new transit services where a
public need exists as determined by the transportation planning
process,

provided

no

other

appropriate

governmental

jurisdiction exists and service cannot be reasonably
by

a

governmentally

owned

furnished

or privately owned public transit

provider.
When

emergency

transit

service is required and is not

available through the private or public
187

transit

sectors,

the

Department shall provide the service for a period not to exceed
two years.
The Department is also given the authority to administer
federal and state ridesharing programs and the associated funds
t hat

are

apportioned

to

the

state.

Vehicles used in such

programs are not subject to regulation under Chapter 323 (Motor
Carriers;
Service

Freight

Forwarding

Commission),

Act)

F.S.,

or

Chapter

provided

350

adequate

(Public
insurance

requirements are established based on passenger capacity.
The

DOT

must

prepare

a

5-year

public

transit

construction and implementation plan which is to be included in
the Department's 5-year construction plan, and the construction
and implementation plan must be consistent with
and

local

transit

plans

for

statewide

developed through the comprehensive

transportation planning process.
funds

the

The Department shall

request

public transit on the basis of funding required for

the construction and implementation plan.
Unless

authorized by the Legislature, the Department is

prohibited from entering into any agreement or contract for any
public

transit

project

which

would

expenditure or commitment of state
million
must

dollars.

be

provided

Transportation

result

funds

in

in the ultimate
excess

of

five

Any funds in excess of five million dollars
from

Trust

a

source

other

Fund

unless

the Legislature authorizes

than

State

the

otherwise.
Each

transit

project

expenditure of $500,000 or

that

more
188

will

must

be

result

in

identified

a

state
in

the

appropriations

request.

No state funds shall be allocated or

expended for operation deficits
with

the

exception

of

of

operation

public

transit

deficits

for specifically

approved service

development

projects,

have a maximum duration of 24 months, must be

which

projects.

projects,

Service

development

individually identified in the appropriation

request

funds

be separated into

requested

for

these

projects

must

and

the

capital and operating expense categories.
Projects

eligible for state participation may be funded

by the Department as follows:
federal

share

(a) up to 50 percent of the non

of the costs of a capital project provided that

Department participation may not exceed 12 1/2 percent

of

the

federal participation in federally assisted projects; (b) up to
100 percent of the cost of projects statewide in scope or which
involve

more

than

one

county

where

no

appropriate

jurisdiction exists; (c) up to 50 percent of the net
service

local

costs

of

development projects that are local in scope and up to

100 percent of such type projects that have a statewide
Any

county

scope.

chartered under Section 6(e), Article VIII,

of the State Constitution, constructing a fixed guideway public
transit

project,

which

requires

the relocation of utilities

approved by the federal agency as being

eligible

matching

50 percent of the non

funds,

federal share
enhancement
old.

of
in

shall
the
the

pay

at

relocation

least
cost

after

for

federal

deducting

any

new facility and any salvage value of the

The balance of the non-federal share shall be paid by the

utility.
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