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04/25/84 

I ' 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

-'- -STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

NUMBER: HB 950{as amended) SIM/COMP: -"'-SB"'--4�2�9�----

SPONSOR: ReQ, �ocke 

OTHER COMMITTEE REF: 

PREPARED BY:-=B�o�b'---'R�o�m=i g"---------

RELATING TO: Motorcycle Equipment Procective Headgear 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present Situation: Chapter 316.211(1), F.S., 
provides that persons who ride a motorcycle must wear 
protective headgear. 

B. Effect of Proposed CQ�f!._qes:

Provides that no person under the age of 21 shall
operate a motorcycle without a protective helmet fastened to 
their head. However, any motorcycle operator, 21 years or 
older, may exercise an opt ion not to wear any protective 
headgear provided they complete a printed statement that 
acknowledges that the lack of headgear makes them susceptable 
to severe injuries in case of an accident. 

The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
is authorized to publish lists of protective equipment and make 
them available to all users. 

Any person riding a motorcycle as a passenger is 
required to wear the protective headgear. 

The failure to wear protective headgear may be 
considered by a Jury in the assessing of damages if it is 
proven that it contributed to a portion of the damages. 

No person may operate a motorcycle or a motor-driven 
cycle unless they hold a driver's license that specifically 
authorizes such operation, Licenses issued prior to October 1, 
1984 shall be exempt until they expire. 



04/25/84 

I I. FISCAL IMPAC".': 

A. State: None. 

B. Local: None. 

C. Private Sector:
or older may exercise the 
headgear. 

I I I • COMMENTS : 

Motorcycle operators 21 years of age 
option not to purchase protective 

STAFF DIRECTOR: �'1) y 



Ul'MITTEE INFORl'ATION RECORD 

Corm11 ttee on Transport at ion 

House of Representatives 

Bill No. HB 950 

Date of meeting 4-23-84 

Time 1:15 P.M. 
Place 21 HOB 

FINAL AcTJON: FAVORABLE 
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April 25, 1984 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

NUMBER: _CSLHB 569 SIM/COMP: �S=B�6�9�5 __________ _ 

SPONSOR: Rep. Bankhead PREPARED BY: Bob Romig 

OTHER COMMITTEE REF: �A�p�p�r�o�p=r�i�a�t�i�o�n�s"'---------------

RELATING TO: Motorcycles or Motor-driven Cycles 

I • SUMMARY: 

A. Present Situation: The present law as stipulated in s. 
312.12(3)(a), F.S., states that beginning October 1, 1984, any 
applicant for a dr iver's license who wishes to operate a 
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle will complete an examination 
that tests the applicant's knowledge of the operat ion of a 
motorcycle. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes: This bill would amend s. 
322.03(4) to expressly prohibit the operation of a motorcycle or 
motor-driven cycle after October 1, 1984 or until such driver's 
license expires if issued prior to that date. 

Section 322.12(3)(a) is amended to exempt applicants for a 
restricted operators's license from the skills portion of the 
motorcycle operation exam inat ion. 

I I. FISCAL IMPACT: 

A. State: The Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles does not anticipate any addit ional cost. 

B. Local: None. 

c. Private Sector: None. 

III. COMMENTS:

STAFF DIRECTOR: �MlJT

, -:--
'\ 

� \, r 
) '·-'

.-;: 
'••I" 

I ![_ · - ,1) ' { 



Florida House of Representatives 

W. G. •Bill" Bankhead 
Representative, 19th D1,tnct 

Reply to 

= 500 'water Street 
Jacl..sonv1lle, Flonda 32202 

1904) 35<J-1014 

□ :224 The Capito! 
T,11Jaha.s,ec, Ronda 32301 
(9041 48R-0001 

M E M O R A N D U M 

T.illah.t%ee 

April 10, 1984 

TO: Tom Gustafson, Chairman 

Comm1tttt� 

Correct10ns, Prol'o,mon & P;lfok 
He.Ith & Reh,1b1htat1 ve Sen ice, 
Tounsm &. Economic De�elopmrnt 

' ,

House Transpo77'.ion Committee

Bill Bankhe� 
- - ..::.,, -.,...

L).:{l"FROM: 

RE: HB 569, relating to driver's licenses 

The above mentioned bill was referred to your committee 
and favorably considered by your subcommittee on March 4, 
1984. 

The bill adds a penalty to the motorcycle licensing 
legislation which passed last year. It also extends the 
grandfathering-in period to the expiration of the operator's 
license so that the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles can more properly prepare for the licensing 
requirement. 

I would appreciate your placing HB 569 on the agenda for 
full Committee consideration. If you have any questions 
or need additional information, please don't hesitate to 
call me. 



u:ffiITTEE INFORMATION RECORD House of Representatives 

Corrm, ttee on Transport.a.t 1.on 
Date of meeting lf-.:d..3 -Jl<-f

B111 No. /I!?> 5'{q <j
/ 

T,me / ; IS-1£' 
Place '2 / 

VoTE: 

!•" "�=co 

BAILEY, P. 

BROWN, C. 

COSGROVE, J. 

DAVIS, H. 

DUDLEY, F. 

GALLAGHER, T. 

HARGRETT, J. 

HAWKINS, L. 

HEALEY, E. 

JOHNSON, B. 

LEWIS, J.

MARTIN, s.

PEEPLES, v.

SANSOI!, D. 

SILVER, R. 

FINAL Acr100: 

,-w '"" 

Total 

. JV 

; \I 
/n"l 

✓ FAVORABLE 1......:::7' 
= FAVORABLE wmt �--:-::: 
__ FAVORABLE Wlll-i SI.IBSTllUTE 

__ iJNFAVORABLE 

""' 

THOMPSON, J, 

WALLACE, P. 

�ARD, J, 

WATT, J. 

WEBSTER, D. 

WILLIAMS, F. 

GUSTAFSON, T. ,Chr 

Yll!as ___ _ Nays 

Chai� 

ea.,.,ITTEE APPEAIWICE REcaw 
The following persons (other than legislators) appeared before the committee 

during the consideration of this bill: 

Name R@prll!S@nting Address 

NOTE: Pleas@ indicatl!: by an "X" any Statll! @mployee appearing at the 
-- request of C01111:1ittee Chairman. 

(If additional persons� enter on reverse side and check h@re_)

'fiJ& g e!or:,ie• vi th � H-22(1976)



l� �-,)(, 

VLL Un\.,I'\ VI I VI\J I I VI\ JIIV 11\U\., I .1.UII,.) \.J" 
11-� 

'-

If amendment 1.s text of a.nother bill, in.sert: 
B1II No or Draft No. HB .. �fi9 .. 

SB ....... . 

Ccmnittee Amenarent No. 
(For corrmittee uae) 

Transportation 
The Committee on 

offered the followinl' 

Amendment On paae, 1' 

• 
all of said line 

. ' 

b 

C 

d 

• 

f 

s 

and inaert: No person shall operate a 

2 

3 

4 

6 

8 

7 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

18 

17 

18 

llr. 

which wu adopted. 

Form H--39 {1979) 

, line 16 

amendment: 

' ■trike .

moved the adoption of the amendment, 

which failed of adoption. 



• 

- b

( :
r 

r 

2 

3 

� 

5 

8 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

If amendment is text of another btll, insert: 

BtllNo or Dr•ft No. 

Transportation 

HB 

SB 

569 

Cmrnittee Amencinent No.
(For oorrrnittee uee) 

The Committee on 

offered the !ollowin-c amendment: 

Amendment On p14re 1 , line 19 '.!!trike 

all of said line 

and in1ert; operation. Provided, however, that Florida driver licenses 

issued prior to October 1, 1984, shall permit operation of 

motorcycles or motor-driven cycles until expiration of such 

licenses. 

l,lr, moved the adoption of the amendment. 

which was adopted. which failed of adoption. 

Form H·39 (1979) 



(r" ' . ... 

C 

r, 

UJIIM!TrcE lNFORM<\TION RECORD 

::omm1 ttee on Transport at ion 
Date of meeting l/-2 :J-t'j
Time 

/: / ') H: 
,,_____,.,, 

'lace �(-

VoTE· 
,c. 

FINAL AcTION: 

yn 

1� hfAlLEY, P. '" ..?" 
BROWN, C. <---� 

. / COSGROVE, J. V 
DAVIS, H. :_,/ 

,./-
DUDLEY, F. :__

/_..-/ ·GALLAGHER, T. 1./ 

,... HAR.GRETT, J. ,-_,,/ 
� HAWKINS, L. 

House of Representatives 

Bill No. 1/13 5 t;, 7

. 
\ 

�AYORABLE , /1 \ I
.,..., ,, ....___...._,., I 

FA YORABLE WI TH �ENTS� -

__ FAVORABLE WI 1H SUBSTITIJTE 
UNFAVORABLE 

,.,=ocn '""' 

!THOMPSON, J. 

WALLACE, P. 

WARD, J . 11.Jk
WATT, J.

WEBSTER, D. 

WILLIAMS, F.

GUSTAFSON, T, ,Chr 

-�\\ :----. 
__ ) ,I , I_ , I . ·HEALEY, E. 

.J ':\.. 

---- JOHNSON, 8. 

,__.------ LEWIS, J. 

1:; '� J. 
MARTIN, s. 

PEEPLES, V. 

�- SANSOM, D.

/ SILVER, R.

-

'-1-$- (,,,' 

Cha1.r"11an 

G:fflrmE APPEARANCE RECORD 

The following persons (other t�8n legislators) appeared oefore the committee 
during the consideration of t3is bill: 

�fame Represent1n_g_ Address 

NOTE: Please indicate by an "'t" ,1ny State employee appearing at the 
-- r�quest of Colmll1ttee Chairman. 

(If additional persons, enter on reverse siae and checK here_) 

Fi Ze £ C?opies with Clerk H-22(1976)



I' ' ) ) 
' ---

l'L 

:, ·,

Ccv,r,,ImE INFORW\TION RECORD 

ColTllli ttee on Transport at ion 

Date of meeting 4-23-84

Time 1:15 P.M. 

Place 21 HOB 

VOTE: 

yp 

X BAILEY, P. 

BROWN, C. 

X COSGROVE, J. 

DAVIS, H. 

X DUDLEY, F.

X GALLAGHER, T. 

X HARGRETT, J. 

X HAWKINS, L. 

X HEALEY, E. 

X JOHNSON, B. 

House of Representatives 

Bill No. HB 569 

FINAL AcnON: __ FAVORABLE 

"' V ,c, 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

__ FAVORABLE WI� __N,\END'IENTS 

_x_ FAVORABLE WI� SUBSTITIJTE 

__ UNFAVORABLE 

l"'"M"ew "" 

THOMPSON, J. 

WALLACE, P.

WARD, J. 

WATT, J. 

WEBSTER, D. 

WILLIAMS, F. 

GUSTAFSON, T.,Chr 

, lin· X LEWIS, J. 

MARTIN, S. 

X 
PEEPLES, V. 

X 
SANSOM, D. 

X 
SILVER, R. 

Tota '
Yeas 18 

m •· 

�ys 

/D��/?-= 
UN1IITTE APPEARANCE RECORD 

The following persons (other than legislators) appeared before the committee 
during the consideration of this bill: 

Name Representing Address 

NOTE: Please indicate by an "X" any State employee appearing at thl! 
-- request of Committee Chairman. 

(If additional persons. enter on reverse side and check here_) 

Pile g copies with Gills. H-22(1976)



SLJlcoYMITTEE REPORT/INFORl"ATION RECORD 
File with Farent �ormiittee 
-- -- --- -----

House of Representatives 

To Cha 1 rman , Cornnn t tee on _.T'-'r_,a_,n_csccp,:o=r_,t"'a._.t"i._.o"'n"----------------------

S u bcormn ttee on Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles (Ad Hoc) 

Date of meeting April 4, 1984 

Tm� 3:30 - 5:30 --"-"'m=·-------

Place --�2"'1'----"H'-'O�Bc__ __________ _ 

FINAL ACTION: 

Bill No. HB 569 

FAVORABLE 

� FAVORABLE Willi _2_ Jl.t.ENMNTS 

__ FAVORABLE Willi SUBSTITlJfE 

UNFAVORABLE 

VoTE: 

YCA 

X 

X '� 

X 

X 

' Nov '(e, 

Brown, C. 

Davis, H. G. 

Johnson, B. 

Watt, J,

Bailey, P., Chr. 

Total 
Yeas 4 

SLJlcoYMI TTEE APPEARANCE RECORD 

,,.,rucR 

Total 
Nays 

"W 

The following persons (other than legislators) appeared before the subcommittee 
during consideration of this bill: 

Name Representing Address 

(If additional persons, enter on reverse side and check here_) 

NOTE. Plt:ase indicate by an "x" any State employee 
appearing at the request of Subcommittee 
Ch,u.rman 

H-74(1980)

Received by Parent Counnittee: 

Date __________ _ 

Received by _______ _ 



April 2, 1984 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

NUMBER: HB 569 SIM/COMP: 

SPONSOR: Rep. Bankhead PREPARED BY: Bob Romiq 

OTHER COMMITTEE REF: �A�p�p�r�o�p�r'--"-i�a�t�i�o�n�s,__ _____________ _ 

RELATING TO: Motorcycles or Motor-driven Cycles 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present Situation: The present law as stipulated in
s. 312.12(3)(a), F.S., states that beginning October 1, 1984, 
any applicant for a driver's license who wishes to operate a 
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle will complete an examination
that tests the applicant's knowledge of the operation of a 
motorcycle. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:
s. 322.03(4) to expressly prohibit the
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle after
their driver's license authorizes such 

This bill would
operation of a 
October 1, 1984 
operation. 

amend 

unless 

Section 322.12(3)(a) is amended to exempt applicants for 
a restricted operators's license from the skills portion of the
motorcycle operation examination. 

I I. FISCAL IMPACT: 

A. State: The Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles does not anticipate any additional cost. 

B. Local: None.

C. frivate Sector: None.

III. COMMENTS:

STAFF DIRECTOR: � tJ 
�



REVISED: BILL NO. SB 695 

DATE: Apnl 21, 1984 Page _l_ 

SENATE STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

ANAL
1
i' 

1. TharpeiJ
2. 

STAFF DIRE 
I 

Chr1s tense 

REFERENCE

1. �T�R�- --
2. 
3.

ACTION 

3. 

SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR: 

Requ1r1ng the possession of 
a driver license to operate 
a motorcycle 

I . SUMMARY: 

A. Present Situation:

SB 695 by
Senator Grizzle 

Anyone operating a motor vehicle upon a public highway 1n the
state must possess a valid driver license and no person may 
drive a motor vehicle as a chauffeur unless he holds a ,valid 
chauffeur's license. 

In 1983 the department was directed to formulate a separate
exam1nat1on for applicants for licenses to operate motorcycles 
or motor-driven cycles. Beginning October 1, 1984, any 
applicant for a restricted operator's, operator 1 s or 
chauffeur's license who wishes to operate a motorcycle or
motor-driven cycle will have to successfully complete this 
exam1nat1on. The examination will test the appl1cant 1 s 
knowledge of the operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven
cycle and any applicable traffic laws and shall include an 
actual demonstration of the applicant's ability to exercise 
ordinary and reasonable control 1n the operation of the cycle. 
The test for the operation of a motor vehicle is not required 
of a person who wishes to be licensed to operate a motorcycle
or motor-driven cycle only. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill provides that no person may operate a motorcycle
unless he possesses a license which authorizes such operation. 
Further, any person applying for a restricted operator's 
license is not required to take an actual driving test. 

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:

None.

B. Government:

None.

I I I . COMMENTS: 

None. 

IV. AMENDMENTS:

None.



GEORGE FIRESTONE 
�crttarv of Stott Stat; of Florida BJLL GUNTER 

Trtasunr 
JIM SMITH 

Attomet Gtn�ral 
GER"-LD LEWIS 

BOil ·c1tAHAM 
Govunor 

DOYLE CO1'NER 

Commuswntr of ArricuJture 
RALPH D TURLIJ'l,GTON 

Comptrolltr . Commrsswntr of Education 

Department of Highwa.y Safety and Motor Vehicles 
Neil Kirkman Buildmx RO.'£Rr A, IIU'fTDWORTH - Tallahassee 32301 

U.ecutnc �or: 

DIVISIONS· 
• FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL • DRIVER LICENSES • MOTOR VEHICLES • ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Senator Malcolm Beard, Chairman 
SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
30 Senate Office Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Dear Senator Beard: 

April 20, 1984 

Attached are fiscal notes on the following Senate 
Bills: 

Senate Bill 695 - prohibits a person from operating 
a motorcycle or a motor-driver cycle unless he possesses a 
driver's license which authorizes such operation. 

Senate Bill 744 - provides that emergency vehicles 
shall have the right-of-way while en route to meet an existing 
emergency when giving visible signals by the use of displayed 
blue or red lights. 

WRK:ngm 
Attachments 

cc: Jim Cox 
C. W. Keith
Colonel Burkett

Sincerely, 1
.,, -

� � 

. 
, 

1:'t/J&64,_yt.,:!.t-,-, 
W. R. KAUFMAN-, Direct◊�--� 
Adn1inistrative -services 



REVISED: BILL NO, CS/SB 429 

Page _l_ DATE: May 7, 1984 

SENATE STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

l.Th�

STAFF DI 

Christe 

REFERENCE 

1. _eT_,,R�---
2.

ACTION 

FAV as cs

2. 
3. 3. 

SUBJECT: BILL NO, AND SPONSOR: 

Motorcycle Riders; Exemption 
From Certain Safety 
Equipment Requirements 

I, SUMMARY: 

A. Present Situation:

CS/SB 429 by 
Committee on Transportation 
and Senator Hill 

Section 316.211, F.S., requires that any person operating or
riding upon a motorcycle must wear protective headgear of a
type approved by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles. Anyone who operates a motorcycle must also wear an
approved eye-protective device. Persons riding within an
enclosed cab are exempt from these requirements.

The department is authorized to approve or disapprove
protective headgear and protective eye devices and to issue and
enforce regulations establishing standards for the approval of
such devices. The department is directed to publish a list of
all protective headgear and eye devices which it has approved.

Owners of motorcycles registered in Florida are not required to
obtain personal inJury protection or liability insurance. If,
however, the motorcycle is involved in an accident requiring
removal by a wrecker or resulting in inJury or death to any
person, then under the financial responsibility law (chapter
324), the owner must obtain liability insurance and maintain it
for a 3-year period.

Under s. 322.03, F.S., no person may operate a motor vehicle on
the highways of this state unless he has a valid driver's
license (certain exemptions are provided by law). Section
322.12, F.S., requires that beginning October 1, 1984,
applicants for licenses to operate motorcycles or motor-driven
cycles are required to take a separate examination.

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

All motorcycle operators under 21 years of age and all
motorcycle passengers would be required to wear protective
headgear when operating or riding on a motorcycle. Any person
21 years old or older may exercise the option to not wear
headgear by acknowledging on a form that in case of accident
his chances of severe injury are greatly increased.

Persons 21 years of age or older, in addition to being exempt
from the headgear requirement, would no longer be required to
wear an approved eye-protective device (regular non
shatterproof sunglasses would be an acceptable eye-protective
device under the bill).

In a trial, evidence of failure to properly wear protective
headgear is required to be considered by the jury in assessing
damages, where evidence shows that such failure produced or



REVISED: BILL NO. CS/SB 429 

DATE: May 7, 1984 Page _2_ 

contributed substantially to producing at least a portion of 
the damages. 

The department 1s required to annually report to the 
Legislature the number of 1nJuries and deaths to motorcycle 
operators attributable to non-use of protective headgear by 
persons 21 years of age or older. 

Under the bill, the owner of every motorcycle registered in 
this state is required to obtain accident and health insurance, 
including maJor medical benefits of at least $1,000,000. Proof 
of insurance would be required upon annual vehicle 
reg1strat1on. 

Section 322.03, F.S., is amended to provide that no person may 
operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle unless he holds a 
driver's license containing an authorization for such 
operation. However, driver licenses issued prior to October 1, 
1984, would permit motorcycle or motor-driven cycle operation 
until the expiration of such licenses. 

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:

Persons 21 years old or older who exercise their option to not
wear headgear would no longer have to purchase a helmet. The
exact amount of such savings is not known.

According to state insurance staff, the cost of obtaining the
required insurance coverage could range from a minimum of $226
annually to possibly 1n excess of $1000 annually depending on
whether the owner resides in a high rate area of the state, is
a member of a high rate age group, and owns a motorcycle over
600 c.c.'s in size.

B. Government:

The department has estimated a first year expenditure of
$25,000 to purchase the acknowledgment forms required by the
bill.

III. COMMENTS:

None.

IV. AMENDMENTS:

None.
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REVISED: BILL NO. SB 429 

Page �1-DATE: April 17, 1984 

SENATE STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

ANALY�� 

1. Tharpe')\-
2. 

STAFF DIRE 

Chris tense 

REFERENCE ACTION 

3. 

SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR: 

Motorcycle Riders; Exemption 
From Certain Safety 
Equipment Requirements 

SB 429 by 
Senator Hill 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present S1tuat1on:

Section 316,211, F.S., requires that any person operating or 
r1d1ng upon a motorcycle must wear protective headgear of a 
type approved by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles. Anyone who operates a motorcycle must also wear an 
approved eye-protective device. i�i: 
The department is authorized to approve or disapprove 'l/fprotect1ve headgear and protective eye devices and to issue and Senforce regulations establ1sh1ng standards for the approval of 
such devices. The department 1s directed to publish a list of 
all protective headgear and eye devices which it has approved. 

Persons riding w1th1n an enrlosed cab are exempt from these 
requirements. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill exempts those persons who ure 19 years of age or older 
from the requirements to wear headgear and eye protection 
devices. 

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:

Persons who are 19 years of age or older who operate or ride on 
a motorcycle would no longer be required to purchase a helmet 
and those operators over 19 would not have to obtain eye
protection devices. The exact amour1t of such savings is not
known. 

The Bureau of Highway Safety of the Department of Community 
Affairs indicated that the average hospitalization cost per 
person sustaining head inJur1es as a result of motorcycle 
accidents is $37,706. 

B. Government:

The Bureau of Highway Safety furtner indicates that the 
estimated statewide hospital cost to treat critically 1nJured 
motorcyclists would be $24.6 million 1f the law were repealed. 
The estimated cost under the present law is $12.7 million. 



REVISED: 

DATE: April 17, 1984 

I I I . COMMENTS: 

None. 

IV. AMENDMENTS:

None.

BILL NO. SB 429 

Page _2_ 



REVISED: April 26, 1984 BILL NO, SB _§_95 

DATE: April 21, 1984 Page _l_ 

SENATE STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

,< STAFF DIRE REFERENCE ACTION ANA�\• 

1. TharJ I
2. 

Chri$tense 1. �TR�---
2. 

FAV w/2 amends 

3. 3. 

SUBJECT: BILL NO, AND SPONSOR: 

Requiring the possession of 
a driver license to operate 
a motorcycle 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present S1tuat1on:

SB 695 by 
Senator Grizzle

Anyone operating a motor vehicle upon a public highway 1n the
state must possess a valid driver license and no person may 
drive a motor vehicle as a chauffeur unless he holds a valid 
chauffeur's license. 

In 1983 the department was directed to formulate a separate
examination for applicants for licenses to operate motorcycles 
or motor-driven cycles. Beginning October 1, 1984, any 
applicant for a restricted operator's, operator's or 
chauffeur's license who wishes to operate a motorcycle or
motor-driven cycle will have to successfully complete th is
examination. The examination will test the applicant's 
knowledge of the operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven 
cycle and any applicable traffic laws and shall include an 
actual demonstration of the applicant's ability to exercise 
ordinary and reasonable control 1n the operation of the cycle. 

,� The test for the operation of a motor vehicle 1s not required 
_i. � 

of a person who wishes to be licensed to operate a motorcycle 
or motor-driven cycle only.

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill provides that no person may operate a motorcycle
unless he possesses a license which authorizes such operation. 
Further, any person applying for a restricted operator's 
license 1s not required to take an actual driving test. 

II. ECONOMIC::_IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:

None.

B. Government:

None.

I I I . C::OMl>!_ENTS: 

None. 

IV. AMENDMENT�:

N_Q�_l by Transportation: Provides that a driver's license issued
prior to October 1, 1984, shall permit the licensee to operate 
a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle until the expiration of the 
1 icense. 



REVISED: April 26, 1984 

DATE: April 21, 1984 

No. 2 by Transportation: Title amendment. 

BILL NO. SB 695 

Page _2_ 
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SB 695 

HB 

SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 
No, ___ ��----� 

(reported favorably) 

The Committee on .... Transportation .... recommended the following 

amendment which was moved by Senator ..............• and adopted: 
and failed: 

Amendment 

On page .1 ........ , line .18 ....... , strike 

all of 1 ine 18 

If amendment is text from another bill insert: 

Bill No, 

and insert: 

Draft No. 
No 

With Chanqes? Yes 

author!���-_such operation, except that a Florida driver's 

l1��nse issued prior to October 1, 1984, shall permit the 

licensee tQ operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle µntil 

th� exp1rat1on of the license. 

A4s0695/tr01 CODING Words 1n ��type are delellon5 from existing law, ward1o �nderr1 ned are addrtiarn 

******************************************************************* 

* Amendment t�o. L, taken up by comrnittee:4/25/84 Adopted x * 
* Offered by ______________________ Fa 1 led * 
******************************************************************* 

(Amendment No. Adopted __ Failed Date / / 
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SB 695 

HB 

SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 
No. 2 

(reported favorably) 

The Committee on .... Transportat1on .... recornrnended the following 

amendment which was moved by Senator .............•. and adopted: 
and failed: 

Title Amendment 

In title, on page .1 ........ , line .6 ........ , strike 

line 6 

If amendment is text from another bill insert: 
No 

Bill No. Draft No. With Changes? Yes j
and insert: 

CODING 

authorizes such operation; prov1d1ng that 

licenses issued prior to October 1, 1984, shall 

permit the operation of a motorcycle or motor

driven cycle until exp1rat1on; amending s. 

322.12, 

l 
84s0695/tr02 

Words 1n 6"tHocl. � type ore deletions from ex1st,ng low, words underl i ned ore odd1 t1ons. 

******************************************************************* 
* Amendment No. 2__ taken up by committee:4/25/84 Adopted x * 
* Offered by ���������������������7 

Fa i lei *

******************************************************************* 
(Amendment No. Adopted�- Failed Date I I 



M E M O R A N D U M Date 4-19-84 

TO: Senator Malcolm E. Beard, Chairman 
Senate Transportation Committee 

FROM: 

30 Senate Office Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

W. ?. KAl:F,'1AN, 1Hrector
Administrative Services

Wr;;::, ,..,,,.,..,..,..., __-.;j:· 
� , ., 

. 
' . 

,, 

''"'" .,,.. � 
...... -:� - J ��C4 

De?artment of H1�hwa•· Safetv
and Motor Vehicles 

Neil Kirkman 3uildin? 
r�llahassee. Florida 32301 

Following is the information requested on SB 695 
-----

FISCAL L'1PACT 

SL,:'.\;[ :,,�'-�)•.,.�.rA i ,U�! 
CJt� �· i Ti"EE 

HB ------

1. Agency requirerrents to adrruru.ster the bill provisions for each of
next three years, to include rersonnel and financial, and source of
funds:

:\one.

2. AmJunt and disposition of any anticipated revenue Collections for
each of next three years:

3. 

None.

I I 
I � ? 

AmJunt and origin of any antic"i-pated Revenue Reductions for each 
of next three years. 

None. 

OTHER CCM-1Er-ITS OR SUGGESTIONS CONCERNING THE BILL: Companion to HB 56 9. 
When the motorcvcle bill passed last 

Prepared by: William C. Snuggs session, 322.03 was not amended to 
require an authorization on license 

Telephone: 488-3542 to operate a motorcycle or motor driven 
cycle. 

.l 



u:»11TTEE INFORr'ATION REcoRD House of Representat1ves 

Co1TTT1ittee on Transportation 
Date of meeting '{ 23 -J'f 
Time / '/ '5': P ,rv

Bill No. /J6 5(, 9

Place ..2. (- ft 

VOTE: 

!•' \•�M□C□ 

BAILEY, P. 

BROWN, c.

COSGROVE, J. 

DAVIS, H. 

DUDLEY, F. 

GALLAGHER, T. 

HARGRETT, J. 

HAWKINS, L. 

HEALEY, E. 

JOHNSON, B. 

LEWIS, J. 

MARTIN, s.

PEEPLES, V. 

SA.'.SOI!, D. 

SILVER, R. 

FINAL ACTION: 

'"W y " 

total 

v 

C..!) \ I FA\IORABI..E 
....------_ 

= FAVCAABLE WI1H �
__ FAVORABLE WI1H SlllST!lUTE
-- UNFA\IORABI..E

\'�MMC> "" 

!THOMPSON, J. 

WALLACE, P. 

WARD, J. 

WATT, J. 

WEBSTER, D. 

WILLIAMS, F. 

GUSTAFSON, T.,Chr 

---
Yeas ___ _ Nays 

::hairrrnn 

UM1ITTEE APPEARANCE REroID 
The following persons (other than legislators) appeared before the cotaittee 

during the consideration of this bill. 

Name !epresenting Address 

OOTE: Please indicate by an "X" any Stat.I! employee appearing at the 
-- request of Committee Chairman. 

(If additional persons, enter on reverse side and check here_)

Fi le g � vi th CZerl.:: H-22(1976)



STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE CONTAINED IN 
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SB ----11.2._ 

Date: May 7, 1984 

Rather than authorizing a Jury to consider certain evidence of 
failure to properly wear protective headgear 1n assessing damages, a Jury 
would be required to consider such evidence. The department would be 
required to report annually to the Legislature the number of 1nJur1es and 
deaths resulting from the non-use of protective headgear. Owners of 
motorcycles would be required to purchase accident insurance, including 
$1,000,000 in ma3or medical coverage, and show proof of insurance upon 
annual vehicle registration. 

Cl4(4-74) 
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!y Sen�tor Grizzle 
20-785-84 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to driver's licenses, amending 

s 322 03, F S , prohibiting any person from 

operating a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle 

unless he possesses a driver's license which 

authorizes such operation, amending s 322 12, 

F.S ; exempting certain persons from the 

motorcycle skills test, providing an effective 

date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida· 

Section 1. Subsection (4) is added to section 322.03, 

Florida Statutes, to read 

322 03 Operators and chauffeurs must be licensed -

(4) No person shall operate a motorcycle or motor

driven cycle unles� he I'olds a driver's license which 

authorizes sucll_o.e.erat1on 

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 

322 12, Florida Statute�, 1s amended to read 

322 12 Examination of applicants --

(3)(a) The department shall formulate a separate 

examination for applicants for licenses to operate 

motorcycles, as defined in s 316 003(22), or motor-driven 

cycles, as defined in s 316 003(23) Beginning October 1, 

1984, any applicant for a restricted operator's license, 

operator's license, or chauffeur's license who wishes to 

operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle shall be required 

to successfully complete such examination, which shall be in 

addition to the examination administered pursuant to 

subsection (2), The examination shall test the applicant's 

1 

CODING Werols ,n .,._..�type••• ol•let,ensdr•m nut,nt In,, ••roli un�•rl,n•◄ ••• •llol,11..,s, 



20-785-84 

ll knowledge of the operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven 

21 cycle and of any traffic laws specifically relating thereto 

3[ and, unless the person is applying for a restricted operator's 

41 license
L 

shall include an actual demonstration of his ability 

S[ to exercise ordinary and reasonable control in the operation 

6] of a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle In the formulation of 

71 the examination, the department shall consider the use of the 

SI Motorcycle Operator Skills Test and the Motorcycle in Traffic 

91 Test offered by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation The

10 department shall indicate on the license of any person who 

111 successfully completes such examination that the licensee lS 

121 authorized to operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. If 

131 the applicant wishes to be licensed to operate a motorcycle or 

141 motor-driven cycle only, he need not take the skill or road 

151 test required under subsection (2) for the operation of a 

161 motor vehicle, and the department shall indicate such 

1.7( limitation on his license as a restriction 

18 
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25 

26 

27 

28 
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30 

31 

Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1984 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

SENATE SUMMARY 

Prohibits a person from operating a motorcycle or a 
motor-driven cycle unless he possesses a driver's license 
vhich authorize■ such operation. Exempts certain persons 
from the motorcycle skill■ test■. 

2 
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By Rl!presentiltlvl! Bankhi!id 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to drivers' licenses; amending 

s. 322.03, F.S., prohibiting the operation of a

motorcycle or motor-driven cycle unless the 

driver's license authorizes such operation; 

amending s. 322.12, F.S., exempting restricted 

operator's license applicants from the 

motorcycle skills examination; providing an 

effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Subsection (4) is added to section 322.03, 

Florida Statutes, to read: 

322.03 Operators and chauffeurs must be licensed.-

(4) After October 1, 1984
1 

no person shall operate a

motorcycle or motor-driven cycle unless he holds a driver's 

license which contains an authorization to permit such 

operation. 

Section 2. Paragraph (a} of subsection (3) of section 

322.12, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read: 

322.12 Examination of appl1cants.--

(3)(a) The department shall formulate a separate 

examination for applicants for licenses to operate 

motorcycles, as defined 1n s. 316.003(22), or �otor-dr1ven 

cycles, as defined 1n s. 316.U03(23). Beginning October 1, 

1984, any applicant for a restricted operator's license, 

operator's license, or chauffeur's license who wishes to 

operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle shall be required 

to successfully complete such examination, which shall be 1n 

addition to the examination administered pursuant to 

COOING w., ... 1n � � ty,• er■ "•l•tt•u f,.m e1<11tlnt lew, w•nl1 �■r• etl,.,1,■u 
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52-86-2-4

subsection (2). The examination shall test the applicant's 

knowledge of the operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven 

cycle and of any traffic laws specifically relating thereto 

and, except with respect to an applicant for a restricted 

operator's license, shall include an actual demonstration of 

his ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable control in the 

operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. In the 

formulation of the examination, the department shall consider 

the use of the Motorcycle Operator Skills Test and the 

Motorcycle in Traffic Test offered by the Motorcycle Safety 

Foundation. The department shall indicate on the license of 

any person who successfully completes such examination that 

the licensee is authorized to operate a motorcycle or motor-

driven cycle. If the applicant wishes to be licensed to 

operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle only, he need not 

take the skill or road test required under subsection (2) for 

the operation of a motor vehicle, and the department shall 

indicate such l1m1tation on his license as a restriction. 

1.23 

1.24 

1.25 

1.26 

1.28 

1.29 

l. 31 

1.32 

1. 33 

1.34 

1.35 

1.36 

Section 3. This act shall take effect October l, 1984. I 1.37 

***************************************** 

HOUSE SUMMARY 

Prohibits any person from operating a motorcycle or 
motor-driven cycle after October 1, 1984, unless his 
driver's license authorizes such operation. Exempts 
applicants for a restricted operator's license from the 
skills portion of the motorcycle operation examination. 

2 
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By Senator Hill 

33-287.J..-84 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to motorcycle riders, amending 

s 316 211, F.S ; exempting persons of a 

specified age from certain safety equipment 

requirements; providing an effective date 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida 

Section 1. Section 316 211, Florida Statutes, is 

amended to read 

316 211 Equipment for motorcycle riders.--

(1) No person shall operate or ride upon a motorcycle

unless he is properly wearing protective headgear securely 

fastened upon his head which complies with standards 

established by the department 

(2) No person shall operate a motorcycle unless he is

wearing an eye-protective device over his eyes of a type 

approved by the department. 

(3)1& Thia section does •ft•�* not apply to persona

riding within an encloaed cab 

(b) Thia section does not apply to any person wbo is

19 years old or older. 

(4} The department is authorized to approve or 

disapprove protective headgear and eye-protective devices 

required herein and to issue and enforce regulations 

eatabliahing standards &nd specifications for the approval 

thereof. The department shall publish lists of all protective 

headgear and eye-protective devices by name and type which 

have been approved by it. 

Section 2. Thia act shall take effect October 1, 1984 

1 
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***************************************** 

SENATE Sl'MMA.RY 

Provides that a motorcycle rider 1� exempt from headgear 
and eye-�rotect1on requirements 1f he 1s 19 years old or 
older 

2 
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A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to motorcycle riders, amending 

s 316 211, F S prohibiting persons under 21 

years of age from operating a motorcycle 

without protective headgear, author1z1ng the 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 

to approve or disapprove certain headgear; 

requiring passengers on a motorcycle to wear 

protective headgear, providing for printed 

statements, providing for tne effect of failure 

to we«r protective headgear with respect to 

court cases, providing for annual 1nJury and 

death reports to the Legislature, providing for 

mandatory accident and health insurance, 

amending s. 322.03, F S, requiring a drivers' 

license authorization for the operation of a 

motorcycle, amending s. 322.12, F S., relating 

to driver's license exarn1nat1ons, providing an 

effective date 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida 

Section 1 Section 316.211, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read 

316.211 Equipment for motorcycle riders --

(1) No person under 21 years of age shall operate eP

P�Se �peft a motorcycle unless he 1s properly wearing 

protective headgear securely fastened upon h1s head which 

complies with standards established by the department 

1 
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1 (2) No person shall operate• motorcycle unless he is 

2 w•arinq an eye-protective device over his eyes ef • type 

3 •��Pevea &y tfle aepaPtmenl 

• 

5 

6 

(3) This ■ection does ekall not apply to persons

riding within an enclosed cab 

(4) The department is authorized to approve or 

7 d1sapprove protective headgear made to specifications drawn 

8 and devised by or approved by the American National Standards 

9 Institute, the US Department of Transportation, the US 

10 Consumer Products Safety Commission, the US Department of 

11 Defense, or any other entity which can provide equally 

12 effective equipment and to issue and enforce regulations 

13 establishing standards and specifications for the approval 

14 I 1hereo_f The department shall publish lists of protective 

1S equipment, and such lists shall be made available by request 

16 to all users ans eye-preteet½ve dev½eee re�½reS flePe½n end 

17 te ½ee�e ans enferee Pe!�lettene eete�lteh½n! etenSePSs ens 

18 epeetf½eet½ene fep the appPeval thePeef- the SepePtfflent ehetl 

19 p'ffllteft itete ef all preteettve heed.ear end eye-preteet½Ve 

20 dev½eee 8y n■Me Aft& type wh½eft have Been eppreveS By tt� 

21 

22 

23 

24 

(5) Any person riding as a passenger upon a motorcycle 

shall be required to properly wear protective headgear 

securely fastened upon his head. 

(6) Any person, 21 years of age or older, operating a 

25
1 

motorcycle may exercise the option to not wear protective 

26 headgear by completing a printed statement provided by the 

27 department which states that he acknowledges that in case of 

28 an accident his chances of severe in1ury are greatly 

29 increased 

co (7) Evidence of failure to properly wear protective 

31 I h_eadgear shall properly be considered by a Jury in assessing 

2 
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damages, where evidence shows that failure to wear protective 

headgear produced or contributed substantially to producing at 

least a portion of the damages 

(8) The department shall annually report to the

5 Legislature the number of in1uries and deaths to motorcycle 

6 operators attributable to exercise of the option to not wear 

7 protective headgear by persons 21 years of age or older 

B (9) The owner of a motorcycle registered or required 

9 to be registered in this state shall obtain and continuously 

10 maintain accident and health insurance for loss!s sustained by 

11 the owner or other operator, as a result of bodily in1ury, 

12 sickness, disease, or death arising out of the ownership, 

13 maintenance, or operation of a motorcycle, to include ma1or 

14 medical benefits of at least $1,000,000 Proof that such 

15 insurance has been purchased shall be provided upon annual 

16 registration of the motorcycle 

17 Section 2 Subsection (4) is added to section 322 03, 

18 Florida Statutes, to read: 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

9 

322.03 Operators and chauffeurs must be licensed -

(4) No person shall operate a motorcycle or motor

driven cycle unless he holds a driver's license which contains 

an authorization to permit such operation. However, Florida 

driver licenses issued prior t_ October 1, 1984, shall permit 

operation of motorcycles or motor-driven cycles until 

exE_irat1on of such licenses 

Section 3 Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 

322 12, Florida Statutes, is amended to read 

322 12 Examination of applicants --

{3)(a) The department shall formulate a separate 

001 examination for applicants for licenses to operate

31 motorcycles, as defined in s 316 003(22), or motor-driven 

3 
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11 cycles, a• defined in s. 316 003(23) Beginning October 1, 

2 1984, any applicant for a restricted operator's license, 

l operator's license, or chauffeur's license who wishes to

4 operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle shall be required 

5 to successfully complete such examination, which shall be in 

6 add1tion to the examination administered pursuant to 

7 &ubsect1on (2). The examination shall test the applicant's 

a knowledge of the operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven 

9 cycle and of any traffic laws specifically relating thereto 

10 and, except with respect to an applicant for a restrictea 

11 operator's license, shall include an actual demonstration of 

12 hls ability to exerci�e ordinary and reasonable control ln the 

13 operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle In the 

14 formulation of the examination, the department shall consider 

15 the use of the Motorcycle Operator Skills Test and the 

16 Motorcycle in Traffic Test offered by the Motorcycle Safety 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Foundation. The department shall indicate on the license of 

any person who successfully completes such examination that 

the licensee is authorized to operate a motorcycle or motor-

driven cycle If the applicant wishes to be licensed to 

operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle only, he need not 

take the skill or road test required under subsection (2) for 

the operation of a motor vehicle, and the department shall 

1ndicate such limitation on his license as a restriction 

Section 4 This act shall take effect October 1, 1984 

4 
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE CONTAINED IN 
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SB ___!l1__ 

Date: May 7, 1984 

Rather than •uthor1z1ng a Jury to consider certain evidence of 
failure to properly wear protective headgear in assessing damages, a Jury 

,uld be required to consider such evidence, The department would be 
�quired to report annually to the Legislature the number of 1nJuries and 

deaths resulting from the non-use of protective headgear. Owners of 
motorcycles would be required to purchase accident insurance, 1nclud1ng 
$1,000,000 in maJor medical coverage, and show proof of insurance upon 
annual vehicle registration. 
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SB 695 Duplicated by the Office of the Clerk 
House of Representatives 

As PASSED Bv THE SENATE 
(1984) 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to driver's licenses; amending 

s. 322.03, F.S.; prohibiting any person from

operating a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle

unless he possesses a driver's license which

authorizes such operation; providing that

licenses issued prior to October 1, 1984, shall

permit the operation of a motorcycle or motor•

driven cycle until expiration; amending s. 

322.12, F.S.; exempting certain persons from 

the motorcycle skills te■t; providing an

effective date.

141 8e It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of �lorida: 

15 

16 Section l. Subsection (4) is added to section 322.03, 

171 Florida Statutes, to read: 

18 

19 

322.03 Operator■ and chauffeurs must be licenaed.-

(4) No person shall operate a motorcycle or motQ�-

20
1 

driven cycle unless he holds a driver's license which 

21 �u�orizes such operation, except that a Florida drive�'• 

221 l_icense issued prior to October 1, 1984, shall permit :l.h• 

231 l_icen■ee to operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle___JID.til 

24( the expiration of the license. 

25 Section 2. Paragraph (a} of subsection (3) of section 

26\ 322.12, Florida Statute■, i■ amended to read: 

27 

28 

322.12 Examination of applicants.--

(J)(a) Th• department shall formulate a separate 

29 examination for applicants for licen■es to o�rate 

30 motorcycle■, •• defined in•· 316.003(22), or motor-driven 

31 cycl••• as defined in•· 316.003(23). Beginnin9 O<;tober l, 



S!I 695 First Enqro•••d 

1 1984, any applicant for a restricted operator'• licen••• 

2 operator'• licenae, or chauffeur's license who viah•• to 

3 operate a motorcycle or ■otor-<irilen cycle shall� required 

4 to aucce■■fully complete such examination, which ■hall� in 

S addition to the examination adm.1ni■tered pu.r■uant to 

6 aub■ection (2). The exutinat.ion shall test the applicant'■ 

7 knowled9e of the operation of a ■otorcycle or ■otor-driv.en 

8 cycle and of any traffic laws specifically relatin9 thereto 

9 and, unle■s th■ person 1s applying for a r■■tricted operator'■ 

10 license, ■hall include an actual d-onstration of his ability 

11 to exercise ordinary and reasonable control in th■ operation 

12 of a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. In the formulation of 

13 the 1 examination, the department ahall consider the u■e of the 

14 Motorcycle Operator Skill• Test and the Motorcycle in Traffic 

15 Teat offered by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation. The 

16 department shall indicate on the license of any person vho 

17 succe■sfully complete■ such examination that the licen■•• i• 

18 authorized to operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. If 

19 the applicant wishes to be licensed to operate a motorcycle or 

20 motor-driven cycle only, he need not take the skill or road 

21 test required under subsection (2) for the operation of a 

22 motor vehicle, and the department shall indicate ■uch 

23 limitation on his license as a restriction. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1984. 

2 
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Florid,1 House of Represent,1twes - 1984 HB 950 

l 

2 

3 

• 

5 

6 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

By Represent,1t1ve Locke 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relat.ng to motorcycle riders, amend1ng 

s, 316.211, F.S., exempting persons of a 

specified age from certain safety equipment 

requirements; providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 316.211, Florida Statutes, is 

amended to read: 

316.211 Equipment for motorcycle riders.--

(!) No person shall operate or ride upon a motorcycle 

unless he is properly wearing protective headgear securely 

fastened upon h1s head which complies with standards 

established by the department. 

(2) No person shall operate a motorcycle unless he is

#earing an eye-protective device over his eyes of a type 

approved by the department. 

(3)..G!_l_ This section does ��all not apply to persons 

r1d1ng w1th1n an enclosed cab, 

(b) 'T'h1s sect1on does not aoolv to any oerson who 1s 

i9 years old or older. 

(4) The department 1s authorized to approve or

disapprove protect.ve headgear and eye-protective devices 

required herein and to issue and enforce regulations 

establishing standards and specifications for the approval 

thereof. �he department shall publish lists of all protective 

headgear and eye-protective devices oy name and type which 

nave oeen approved by .t. 

Sect.on 2. �hlS act sha�l :ake effect October 1, 1984. 

········································· 

SENATE SUMMARY 

Provides that a motorcycle rider 1s exempt from headgear 
and eye-?rotecc1on requirements if he �s 19 years old or 
older. 

COOING Werih ,n .................. tr,• u• lfelott1en1 f,_ ••11l1n1 l■w, _,.t, yp4e,l1n14 •re etl.t111 ... , 
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'I 

2 

3 

• 

5 

6 

7 

e 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

u 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2, 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

By Co111111tt@e on Transportat1on and Representatives Locke and 
Htll 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to motorcycle riders; u,.end1ng 

s. 316.211, F.S., prohibiting persons under 21

years of age from operating a motorcycle 

without protective headgear; authorizing the 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 

to approve certain headgear; requiring 

passengers on a motorcycle to wear protective 

headgear; providing for printed statements; 

prov1d1ng for the effect of failure to wear 

protective headgear with respect to court 

cases; amending s. 322.03, F.S., requ1r1ng a 

drivers' license authorization for the 

operation of a motorcycle; amending s. 322,12, 

F,S., relating to drivers' license examination; 

providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 316.211, Florida Statutes, is 

amended to read: 

316.211 Equipment for motorcycle riders.--

(!) No person under 21 years of age shall operate er 

r�de-�pen a motorcycle unless he 1s properly wearing 

protective headgear securely fastened upon his head which 

complies with standards established by the department. 

(2) No person shall operate a motorcycle unless he 1s

wearing an eye-protective device over his eyes ef-e-type 

appreved-�y-the-depertMeftt. 

(3) This section does she¼¼ not apply to persons

riding within an enclosed cab. 

CODING· W•rtls ,,. .,._. ...._. ty�• ••• tl•l•t••n• ,,.,., .. ,111111 l•w, wartls untlerl111eil ••• •illtl1t1•111, 
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l {4) The department is authorized to approve protective 11.20

2
1 

headgear made to spec1f1cations drawn and dev1sed by or 

3 approved by the Amer1can Nat1onal Standards Institute, the 

41 U.S. Department of Transportation, the U.S. consumer Products 

51 Safety Comm1ss1on, the U.S. Department of Defense, or any

i other ent1ty which can provide equally effective equipment. 

71 The department shall publish lists of protective equipment and

8 such lists shall be made available by request to all users. 

91 •he-depart�ent-�s-attthor�zed-to-approve-or-dtsapprove 

101 proteetive-headqear-a"d-eye-proteett¥e-de¥tees-reqtt�red-here�" 

111 a"d-to-tsstte-and-enroree-reqttiat�ons-estabitshtnq-standards 

121 •"d-speetfteat�o"s-for-the-approva¼-thereof,--�he-departme"t 

131 shaii-pttbitsh-itsts-or-ail-proteettve-headqear-and-eye-

11 proteett•e-devtees-by-name-and-type-whteh-have-been-appr.,.,ed 

1.21 

l.

1.2

1. 24 

1. 25 

l:los

1.27 

l. 28

1. 30

1. 31 

151 by-tto

16 (5) Any person riding as a passenger upon a motorcycle 11:lus

171 shall be required to properly wear protective headgear 

111 securely fastened upon his head. 

19 (6) Any person, 21 years of age or older, operating a 

20
1 

motorcycle may exercise the option to not wear protective 

21 headgear by completing a printed statement provided by the 

221 department which states that they acknowledge that 1n case of 

231 an accident their chances of severe 1n7ury are greatly 

24 I increased, 

25 (7) Evidence of failure to properly wear protective 

2il headgear may properly be considered by a 7ury 1n assessing 

27 damages, vhere evidence shows that failure to wear protective 

?8 headgear produced or contributed sub5tant1ally to producing at 

29 least a portion of the damages. 

30 Section 2. Subsection (4) 1s added to section 322.03, 

J:I Florida Statutes, to read: 

2 

1.33 

l.H

l:lus

l. 35 

1.36 

l. 37 

l:lus 

1.39 

::::4 
1.4

1.42 
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1 322.03 Operators and chauffeurs must be l1censed.--

2 (4) No person shall operate a motorcycle or motor-

3 driven cycle unless he holds a driver's license which contains 

4 an authorization to permit such operation. However, Florida 

5 driver licenses issued prior to October 1, 1984, shall permit 

6 operation of motorcycles or motor driven cycles until 

7 exp1ration of such licenses. 

8 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 

9 322.12, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read: 

10 322.12 Examination of applicants.--

11 (3)(a) The department shall formulate a separate 

12 examination for applicants for licenses to operate 

13 motorcycles, as defined in s. 316.003(22), or motor-driven 

14 cycles, as defined 1n s. 316.003(23). Beginning October 1, 

15 1984, any applicant for a restricted operator's license, 

16 operator's license, or chauffeur's license who wishes to 

17 operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle shall be required 

l! to successfully complete such examination, which shall be 1n 

19 add1t1on to the examination adm1n1stered pursuant to 

20 subsection (2). The examination shall test the applicant's 

21 knowledge of the operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven 

22 cycle and of any traffic laws spec1f1cally relating thereto 

23 and, except with respect to an applicant for a restricted 

24 operator's license, shall include an actual demonstration of 

25 his ab1l1ty to exercise ordinary and reasonable control 1n the 

26 operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. In the 

27 formulation of the exam1nat1on, the department shall consider 

28 the use of the Motorcycle Operator Skills Test and the 

29 Motorcycle 1n Traffic Test offered by the Motorcycle Safety 

30 Foundation. The department shall indicate on the license of 

31 any person who successfully completes such examination that 

3 

1.• 

1: l 

1.• 

1.41 

1.l 

1.l:

1.4: 

1. 4'

1. 51 

1.5 

1.5 

1.5 

1.5 

1.5 

1.5, 

1.5 

1.6 

1.6 

1.6 

1. 6

1.6 

1.6 
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1 the licensee is authorized to operate a motorcycle or motor-

2 driven cycle. If the applicant wishes to be licensed to 

3 operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle only, he need not 

4 take the skill or road test required under subsection (2) for 

5 the operation of a motor vehicle, and the department shall 

6 indicate such limitation on hi• license a• a restriction. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

u 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Section 4. This act shall take effect October 1, 1914. 

4 

1.68 

1.6, 

1.70 

1.71 

1.72 

CODING: Words st��ekeft are deletions; �ords underlined are additions. 



Flor1da House of Repre sentat1ves - 1984 CS/HB 569 

u 

·
-�
�, �� µ. 
c� 

.µ 

�I 
�f 

l 

2 

3 

• 

5 

6 

7 

• 

9 

0 � 10 
µ. 

�-

8;, 11 

f� 12 
•• 
-� 

;;: 13 
C 0 
• 

:!I.� 
-o 
, 

�:; 
· ��� 
�f 
• .e

� C 

Ii 
uµ 
0 
�.

0 
u� 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

:o �I 22 ,. �� 
� .
.c ';, 
� C 

23 

24 

25 

2•

29 

30 

31 

By Conlnittee on Transport1t1on 1nd Representat1ve Bankhead 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to drivers' licenses: amending 

s. 322.03, F.S., prohibiting the operation of a

motorcycle or motor-driven cycle unless the 

driver's license authorizes such operation: 

amending s. 322.12, F.S., exempting restricted 

operator's license applicants from the 

motorcycle skills examination; providing an 

effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Subsection (4) is added to section 322.03, 

Florida Statutes, to read: 

322.03 Operators and chauffeurs must be licensed.-

(4) No person shall operate a motorcycle or motor

driven cycle unless he holds a driver's license which contains 

an authorization to permit such operation, However, Florida 

driver licenses issued prior to October 1
1 

1984, shall permit 

operation of motorcycles or motor-driven cycles until 

expiration of such licenses. 

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 

322,12, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read: 

322.12 Exuiination of applicants.--

(J)(a) The department shall formulate a separate 

examination for applicants for licenses to operate 

motorcycles, as defined ins. 316.003(22), or motor-driven 

cycles, as defined ins, 316.003(23). Beginning October 1, 

1984, any applicant for a restricted operator's license, 

operator's license, or chauffeur's license who wishes to 

operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle shall be required 

CODING w.,.b ,n ....,,.l,r; .... ,., ... ••• il•l•t••n• fren, ••11t1n1 l•w, weril1 uni•rl•nti ••• eilil,t••ns, 
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1 to successfully complete such examination, which shall be in 11.22 

2 addition to the exuination administered pursuant to 

3 aubaection (2). The exuiination shall test the applicant's 11.24 

4 knowledge of the operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven 1,2! 

5 cycle and of any traffic laws specifically relating thereto 

, and, except with respect to an applicant for a restricted 11.26 

7 qperator's license, shall include an actual demonstration of 1.27 

I his ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable control 1n the 

9 operation of a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. In the 11.29 

10 formulation of the exam1nat1on, the department shall consider 

11 the use of the Motorcycle Operator Skills Test and the Ii.Jo 

12 Motorcycle in Traffic Test offered by the Motorcycle Safety 

13 Foundation. The department shall indicate on the license of 

1, any person who successfully completes such examination that 

15 the licensee is authorized to operate a motorcycle or motor-

16 driven cycle, If the applicant vishes to be licensed to 

17 operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle only, he need not 

11 take the skill or road test required under subsection (2) for 

19 the operation of a motor vehicle, and the department shall 

20 indicate such limitation on his license as a restriction, 

21 Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1984, 

22 

23 

21 

25 

2i 

27 

21 

2, 

30 

31 

2 

l. 32 

l. 33 

l.31

l. 3� 

1. 36

1.37 

1.39 
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