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enforcemPnt o!f1cers responding to domPst1c d1sturb•nce c;ills, 
1nclud1ng tr;insport1ng the v1ctlm to• shelter, informing her of 
leg.il options, .ind staying until the d;inger h•s pas!lled. M•ny of 
l;iws prescribing such police duties or expanding ;irrest power!!! 
Lmmuntze law enforcement off1cer5 from suits for dam;ige5 for ;iny 
�ct1on taken In a good fatth etfort to enforce the l;iw. 

B Probable Effe�t of Proposed Changes 

hec 
the 

Relating to Domestic Violence 
(Passed a!ll CS/Se 495) 

SIMILAR/COMPANION BILL: 
S!I 495 (SJ, Ill! 610 (S) F'.S , 

CS/!lB eo5 makes the following changes toss. 415.601-415 608, 

JUl'tl! 25, 19.H 

Sull\l!lary 

A. Pre5ent Situation 

Sections 415.601-415.605, F.S., provide legislative intent, 
def1nLt1ons, and describe the process by which spouse abuse centers 
are cert1f1ed and funded. "Spouse abuse" 1s defined as "any assault, 
battery, or other physical abuse by a person upon his spouse,� and the 
term "spouse" includes persons currently or previously married. 

The law directs the Department of Health and Rehabil1tat1ve 
s�rv1ces (HRS) to certify spouse abuse centers to receive funds, to 
d1str1bute funds to a certified center, and to allocate a uniform base 
amount to each cert1!1ed center, in add1t1on to runrls allocated 
according to the number of marriage licenses sold 1n each center's 
catchment area. The law further provides that spouse abuse centers 
may be established as private, local, state or Cederal funds are 
available and that any local agency or organ1�at1on may apply [or 
certtf1cat1on and funding 

�ect1on 741 JO, F.S,, authorizes a person to file a pet1t1on 
with the c1rcu1t court alleging spouse abuse and requesting a 
restraining order. A pet1t1on may be filed only 1f the pet1t1oner has 
previously filed a complaint of spouse abuse with a lav enforcement 
agency. The law requires th•t certain 1nformat1on be included in the 
pet1t1on and provides a petition form. A r�stra1n1ng order must be 
served within 24 hours of its issuance and m•y be issued without a 
hearing, provided one 1s held v1thin 20 days 1f requested by the 
respondent, The person alleging spouse abuse 1s not required to have 
legal representatton nor may the issuance of a restraining order be 
conditioned upon divorce proceedings. 

Under the e1ist1ng law, the violation of a restra1n1ng order, 
which LS issued b\ a circuit court, 1s a second degree misdemeanor 
which 1s handled n county court. 

Section 901.15, F.S., spec1!1es cond1t1ons under which a law 
enforc�ment officer may issue an arr�st without a warrant. Such an 
arrest may be made when the off1rer has probable cause to believe that 
a person has committed a battery upon his spouse and he finds evidence 
of bodily harm or he reasonably believes that there ls danger or 
violence unless the person alleged to have committed the battery ts 
arrested. According to stat1st1cs ma1nta1ned by the Florida 
Department of Lav !nforcement, spouse abuse 1s one of the most 
frequent and personally dangerous s1tuat1ons 1n which officets find 
the�selves. The state's Basic ftecruit Tra1n1ng Course contains no 
spec1f1c unit of instruction for handling such investigations. 

Certain questions which arise frequently 1n situations of 
spouse abuse are not addressed 1n current lav, 1nclud1ng whether or 
not the court can e1clude an allegedly abusive spouse from his house 
prior to a hearing and whether a law enforcement officer can arrest 
someone without a warrant for the violation of a restraining order 
In ntneteen state�, police may issue a warrantless arrest 1f they hav� 
probable cause to believe that an abuser has violated a restraining 
order. Laws in s11 states remove d1scret1on and impose a duty to 
arrest where there 1s probable cause to believe that spouse abuse has 
occurred. Almost half the states impose some duties on law 

@ © [J> u reprodl.Jted by FLORIDA STATE ARCHIVESDEPARTMENT OF STATE 
R. A. GRAY BUILDING 

Tolla� FL 32399-0250 
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F.S, • 

l. 

2. 

3. 

.. 

It changes the des1gnat1on from �spouse abuse� 
to "domestic violence� and modifies the 
def1n1t1on to read "any assault, battery, or 
cr1m1nal se�ual conduct aqa1nst one's spouse 

It provides for district-based funding, 
removes statutory restrictions on the 
allocation of funds, and separates the 
cert1ficat1on and funding of cent•rs into 
d1st1nct proce�ses. 

It reinstates a statutory requirement that an 
annual report on the incidence of domestic 
violence be prepared and submitted to the 
Legislature. 

It spec1f1es that the basic skills course used 
for the in1ttal tra1n1ng of law enforcement 
officers must include at least six hours 1n 
handling domestic violence cases and that the 
r1or1da Court Education Council must provide 
such 1nstruct1on for appropriate circuit court 
Judges, 

The bill makes the following changes to s, 741 JO. 

I. It changes the des1gnat1on from "restra1n1ng 
order� to �1n1unct1on for protection � 

2 It removes the requirement that a person must 
have flled a complaint of spouse abuse with 
law enforcement before she can petition the 
court for relief. 

J • 

. 

5. 

,. 

7. 

It specifies that a person may petition for an 
inJunction whether or not she has left her 
house or there 1s another legal action 
pending, and 1t spec1f1es that bond 1s not to 
be required. 

Jt shortens the prescribed pet1t1on form and 
lists the actions which may be sought by the 
pet1t1oner 

It directs the clerk of the court to provide 
s1mpltfied forms and to assist a person in 
filing the pet1t1on, tf she 1s not represented 
by counsel. 

It spec1f1es that filing and service fees are 
to be waived when a pet1t1oner signs an 
aff1dav1t stating that she has 1nsuff1c1ent 
funds. 

It direct� the court to hold a hearing at the 
earliest possible time, provides for personal 
service of the pet1t1on and hearing notice 
upon the respondent, and directs the clerk of
the court to gtve the pet1t1oner a copy of the 
1nJunct1on. 
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8. 

'· 

l O, 

11. 

12, 

ll, 

[t authorlzes the court to grant an ex parte 
temporary order, pending a full hearing; 
authorizes certain relief which the court may 
provide in add1t1on to any relief the court 
deems proper; authorizes the court to take 
oral testimony to support the appl1cat1on for 
an ex parte temporary 1n1unct1on and directs 
that oral testimony be recorded and made 
available, and provides l1m1ts 

[t specifies that the title to real estate 1s 
nnt affected by actions under this section 

It authorizes the court to provide c�rtain 
relief 1n an 1n1unct1on and l1m1ts any relief 
granted to a fixed period not to exceed one 
year, unle5s extended by the court for a fixed 
period. 

It l1m1ts enforcement of the in1unct1on to 
contempt of court and spec1f1es that a f1nd1ng 
of contempt may include a fine. 

It provides for an exped1t1ous hearing for a 
person arrested for the v1olat1on of an 
1njunct1on for protection. 

When requested by the petlt1oner, 1t 
authorizes the court to require law 
enforcement to assist a pet1t1oner gain 
custody of her dwelling or otherwise assist 1n 
carrying out the provisions of the court's 
1nJunct1on. 

1, It directs the clerk of the court to forward 
an 1n1unction to the appropriate law 
enforcement agency and directs law enforcement 
agencies to share 1nformat1on related to the 
inJunct1on. 

The bill m•kes the following changes to chapter 901, 
�.5 .. 

,. 

] . 

. 

It expands the situations in vh1ch a lav 
enforcement officer may arrest without a 
warrant to include those times when he h•s 
probable cause to believe th•t a person has 
violated• domestic violence 1n1unct1on for 
protect ton. 

It provides immunity from l1ab1lity for 
officers who exercise due care 1n arresting 
someone for domestic violence. 

It directs a law enforcement officer who 
1nvest1gates an allegation of domestLC 
violence to file • report 

It e•pands the current mandate that an officer 
advise ■ victim of the ava1l•b1l1ty of ■ 
shelter by havln? hlm ■lso provide • written 
statement of a victim's rights and remedies. 

11 Fiscal Impact 

A. State 

The requirement that tra1n1ng 1n dealing v1th domestic 
violence be developed by the Department of Lav Enforcement and the 
Office of the State Court Adm1n1strator could have a ftscal impact, 
although each agency has a source of funds for developing tra1n1ng 
resources. The Department of Lav tnforcement is dtrect�d to prepare a 
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•r1tt!"n statement to dLstr1bute to local agencies which would have a 
small fiscal impact 

B Loca 1 

Certain provisions 1n the bill would have a fiscal impact on 
local governments, although the exact costs h■ve not been determined. 
These provisions include the requirement that law enforcement officers 
make a written report for each 1nvest1gat1on of domestic violence; the 
m�ndate that • law enforcement officer assist 1n carrying out the 
prov1s1ons of an 1n1unct1on, when requested; the provision that 
certain informatLon be forwarded by the clerk to law enforcement and 
shar!"d among law en!orcl"ment a<Jenc11�s; and the authorization of Ln1 
enforcl"ment officers to ,11rest a per:ion who violates the prov1"11ons of 
•n 1n1unct1on. 

The provision 1n the bill which removes the misdemeanor 
penalty for the v1olat1on of a restratntng order would el1m1nate the 
costs associated with pro�rcut1ng for such v1olat1on 1n cr1m1nal 
court 

c. Private 

CS/He eos eliminates the base allocation to spouse abuse 
centers and directs HRS to develop an allocat1on formula vh1ch will 
differ from the one currently 1n statute. This may result in a center 
receiving ■ different allocation than tt now receives However, due 
to the fact that the allocation of funds would be d1str1ct-based under 
provisions of this ball, the decision to fund a center tn one part of 
the state would no long!"r affect the allocat1ons to centers in other 
parts of the state 

Ill. Comments 

l. Lack of adequate data on the nature and scope 
of domestic violence has hindered improvement 
of lav enforcement response to the problem. 
Twenty-eight states require law enforcement 
agencies either to keep internal records of 
each case handled or to file reports vtth 
another agency 

2. A. 19eJ study conducted by the Police 
Foundation in Washington, D C,, indicates that 
arrest 1s a more effective police response to 
domestic violence than med1at1on by the police 
offac�rs or separation of the parties. There 
was a recurrence of violence 1n 24 percent of 
the cases 1n which the parties were separated 
for eight hours, a 17 percent recurrence 1n 
cases that vere mediated, and only a 10 
percent re1nc1dence of violence in cases in 
which arrests were made. 

Prepared by: Beverly Whiddon 

Staff Director: Kandace M Hill 
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!!y Representative Gordon 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to domestic violence; amending 

s 415.601, F S.; prov1d1ng leg1slat1ve intent; 

amending s 415 602, F.S., prov1d1ng 

def1n1t1ons; amending s. 415 603, F,S,; setting 

forth duties and funct1ons of the Dep••tment of 

Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services with respect 

to domestic violence; creilt1ng s. 415.604, 

F.S.; requ1r1ng an annual report by the 

department; amending s. 415,605, F.S ; 

providing for cert1ficat1on, decert1ficat1on, 

procedures for seeking services, and funding of 

domestic violence centers; providing rulemaking 

authority; amending s 415 606, F S , prov1d1ng 

for referral of victims to centers and notice 

of rights; creating s 415.607, F.S.; requiring 

reports by law enforcement officers; amending 

s. 415.60e, F.S,; prov1d1ng for conf1dential1ty 

of 1nformat1on; creating s. 415.609, F.S.; 

requ1r1ng that law enforcement officers and 

certain Judges receive certain information and 

training; amending s. 741.30, F.S , providing 

for an inJunct1on for protection and an ex 

parte temporary 1nJunct1on for protection; 

prov1d1ng penalties for v1olat1ng such 

1nJunct1ons; creating s 741.31, F S.; 

prescr1b1ng relief available through an 

1nJunct1on for protection; creating s 741,32, 

F.S.; providing for law enforcement officers to 

assist 1n executing or serving such inJunction; 

creating s, 741 33, F.S.; prov1d1ng for the 

COOi MG We,,i, ,n 44....1, .......... ty,• u• ,i•i•ll•n• f,e., ulU,nt l•w, w•,,i• �••• •,i,il,ti•n•. 
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mod1ficat1on of such 1nJunct1on, creating s. 

741.34, F S.; prov1d1ng for sending copies of 

such 1nJunct1ons to certain law enforcement 

agencies, 1.mend1ng s. 901.15, F.S., requiring 

arrest with or without a w1.rrant 1n spec1f1ed 

circumstances; g1v1ng 1mmun1ty from c1v1l 

l1abil1ty to certain law enforcement officers; 

.amending s 741.01, F.S.; changing "spouse 

abuse" to "domestic violence" to conform to the 

purposes of this act; providing an effective 

date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 415 601, Florid• Statutes, 1s 

amended to read 

415.601 Domestic violence S�o��e-ebtt�e treatment and 

rehab1l1tat1on; leg1slat1ve 1ntent.--The Leglslature 

recognizes that certain persons who ass•ult, batter, or 

otherwlse abuse their spouses and the persons subJect to such 

domestic violence abtt�e are 1n need of treatment and 

1.22 

1.24

1.25 

1. 26 

1.27 

1: enc 

1. 27 

1.28 

1.29
. 

1.32 

1. 34 

1. 35 

l. 36 

rehabilit•t1on. It 1s the ,ntent of the Leglslature to ass1stl 1.38 

in the development of domestic v,olence 3pott3e-abtt3e centers 

for the v1ct1ms of domest1c violence �pott�e-abtt5e and to 

provide a place where the parties involved may be separated 

untll they can be properly •ss1sted. 

Section 2. Section 415.602, Florida Stiitutes, 1s 

amended to reiid 

415.602 Def1n1t1ons of-term3-tl3ed-tn-5�--4½5T60½-

4½5-698 --As used 1n ss. 415 601 415 609 tht3-aet: 

COOING w.,.t, ,n � � 1y,• ••• "•l•ll•n• f,•111 ••"''"' l■w, w••"• �••• o�.,,tl•n• 
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1.42 
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1.44 

1.46 

1.47
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(1) "Department" means the Dep.artment of Health .and 

Reh.ab1litat1ve Services. 

(2) "District" means the county, or combination of 

counties as defined 1n s 20 19. 

(3) "Domestic violence" means physical harm, bodily 

1.48 

l:lu 

1. 50 

l·lu 

1n7ury, sexu.al battery, or assault between spouses or persons! 1.53 

who coh•bit the same dwelling unit. 

(4) ftDomest1c violence center" me&ns • facility which 

provides services to v1ct1ms of domestic violence. 

illf2* "Spouse" means a person to whom another person 

1s married or a person to whom another person h.as been married 

and from whom such other person ,s now separated or divorced 

f�*--•spott5e-abtt3e•-fflean3-any-a35dtl±t,-battery;-or 

other-phy3tea±-abtt�e-by-a-per3on-ttpen-ht3-3pott5eT 

f4+--nspott3e-abtt�e-eenter•-mean3-•-£aet±tty-whteh 

provtde3-3ervtee5-to-vtettm�-0£-3pott�e-abtt�e-and-whteh-ha� 

been-eerttfted-by-the-department-to-reeetve-3tate-£ttnd3T 

f5t--nvtcttmn-mean�-any-tndtvtd�a±-3ttffe�tn9-a�3att±t, 

battery,-or-other-phy5tca±-abtt5e-tn£±tcted-by-ht3-�potl3e-or 

former-�potl�e-

Section Sect1on 415.603, Florida Statutes, ts 

amended to read 

415,603 Duties and functions of the department with 

respect to d omestic violence 3pott3e-abtl�e.--

(l) It shall be the duty of the department: 

(a/ To establish health, safety� and min,mum program 

requirement standards for certifying domestic violence 3pOtt3e 

•b�3e centers to-reeetve-�tate-fttnd�. 

(b) To receive and approve or r�Ject •ppl1cat1ons for 

state funding of domestic violence 3pott3e-ab��e centers. 

COOING W.,,, ,n ....,.J. � 1y,c u• ,.1.1,u, fr•"" ew!,l,nt I• .. , •••'• Mn,e,lon•,4 ••c •"''''•ft• 

1. 55

l. 56

1.se 

1 59 

1.63 

1: lo 

1.67 

1.68 

1.70 

1 71 

1. 72 

1.73 

l. 75 

l. 75 

1. 76 

l:lu 

1.80 

1. e1 
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(c) To receive and approve or reJect appl1cat1ons for 

cert1f1cat1on of domestic violence centers eaeh-appiteattoft 

wtthtft-68-days-of-reeetpt-of-the-appiteattoft. 

fd➔--�o-dtstrtbttte-fttnds-to-a-eerttfted-eeftter-wtthtft 

45-days-ofter-approvai, 

illfe➔ To evaluate annually each certified domestic 

violence spottse-obttse center for complt•nce with the m1n1mum 

standards. The dep•rtment sh•ll have the right to enter and 

inspect the premises of cert1f1ed domestic violence spottse 

obttse centers at any reasonable hour 1n order to effectively 

evaluate the state of compliance of such centers with the 

prov1s1ons of ss. 415,601-415.609 this-section and rules in 

force pursuant thereto. 

(2) The department shall prescribe by rule the 

procedures by vh1ch subsection (1) shall be implemented. 

Without using designated district allocated �enter funds, the 

department may: 

(a) Formulate and conduct a research and evaluation 

program on domestic violence 5potl�e-ebtt�e and cooperate v1th 

and assist and part1c1pate 1n programs of other properly 

qualified agencies, 1nclud1ng any agency of the Federal 

Government, schools of medicine, hosp1tals, and cl1n1cs, 1n 

plann1ng and conducting research on the prevention, care, 

1.IU, 

2.1 

2.2 

1: las 

2., 

2.6 

2.7 

2.9 

2.10 

2.12 

l:lus 

2.H 

2.15 

2 .16 

2 17 

2.18 

2.1

1: lus 

2.22 

2.24 

treatment, and rehab1litat1on of persons engaged 1n or subJectl 2 26 

to domestic violence 3pott3e-abtt5e. 

lb} Serve as• clearinghouse for information relating 

to domestic violence 3pOtt3e-abtt3e. 

2.27 

2.28 

l·los

(c) Carry on education.il progr.ims on domestic v1olencel 2.31

3pott5e-abtt5e for the benefit of the general public, persons 2. 33 

engaged 1n or subJect to domestic violence 5pOtt5e-abtl5e, 
I 

2.34 

professional persons, or others �ho care for or may be engaged 2.3. 

4 
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in the care and treatment of persons engaged 1n or subJect to 

domestic violence 5pOtt5e-abtt5e. 

(dl Enlist the assistance of public and voluntary 

2.37 

2.38 

health, education, velfare, and rehab1l1tat1on agencies 1n a I 2.39 

concerted effort to prevent domestic violence 5POtl5e-abtt5e .indl 2.40 

to treat persons engaged in or subJect to domest;c violence I 2.42 

5pott5e-abtt5e. 

Section 4. Section 415 604, Florida Statutes, 1s 

created to read: 

�15.604 Report to the Legislature On or before 

January 1 of each year, the Department of Health and 

Rehab1l1tat1ve Services shall furnish to the President of the 

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a 

report on the status of domest1c violence 1n Florida, vh1ch 

shall include. but not be l1m1ted to, the follov1ng: 

ill _Jncidence of domestic violence 1n this state. 

(2) Identification of the areas of the state where 

domestic violence 1s of s1gn1ficant proportions, 1ndicat1ng 

the number of cases officially reported, as vell as an 

assessment o! the degree of unreported cases of domestic 

violence. 

(J) Ident1flcat1on and description of the type!! of 

2.43 

l:lus 

2.45 

2.46 

2.47 

1: lus 

1: lus 

2.50 

2. 51 

1: lus 

programs 1n the state that assi_st victims of domestic violence! 2.53 

or persons committing domestic violence upon their family or 

household members including 1nformat1on on funding for the 

programs 

(4) The number of persons treated by or assisted by 

2,55 

1 • 1 us 

local domestic violence programs rece1v1ng funding through the! 2.57 

department. 

{SJ A statement on the effectiveness of such programs 

1n preventing future domestic violence 

5 
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(6) An inventory and evaluation of ex1st1nq prevention! l:lu:J 

programs. 

(7) A listing of potential prevention efforts 

1dent1f1ed by the department; the estimat ed annual cost___Q_f 

providing such prevention services both for a single client 

and for the ant1c1pated target population as a whole; 

1dent1f1cat1on of potential funding so urces; and the pro7ected 

benefits of prov1d1ng such services 

Section 5. Section 415 605, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read. 

415.605 Dom estic violence Spe1:1�e-ab1:1�e centers.--

1: lu5 

62 

63 

2.64 

2,65 

2.67 

(1) In order to be cert1f1ed end-f1:1nded under ss. 
I 

2.69 

415,601-415.609 th1:�-aet, each domestic violence center �hall· l1lus 

(a) Provide a fac1l1ty which wtll serve as• center tol 2.72 

receive dnd house persons who •re v1ct1ms of domestic violence! 2. 73 

�potl�e-obu�e-vtettm� For the purpose of ss. 415 601-415.609 

tht�-aet, mtnor children and other dependents of a v1cttm, 

when such dependents are partly or wholly dependent on the 

v1ct1m for support or services, may be sheltered with the 

v1ct1m 1n a domestic violence 5POtl�e-obtt5e center 

2.75 

2.7 7 

2. 7

2.80 

(b) Receive the annual pertodte written endorsement ofl 2 81 

local l•w enforcement agenctes_�-ond 

tet--Reeetve-�5-pereent-of-tt5-fttndtnq-from-one-or-more 

¼oeai 7-mttntetpat,-or-eottnty-5ouree�,-pttb¼te-or-prtvate

Eon trtbtttton5-tn-ktnd,-vhether-matertoi�,-eommodttte�, 

tron�portotton,-offtee-�poee,-otker-type�-of-foetittte�,-or 

82 

83 

2,84 

) 1 

�er5onot-�erv1ee�,-moy-be-evo¼ttoted-ond-eottnted-o�-port-of-thel 3,J 

re�tttred-toeo¼-fttndtn�� 

hlfdt Provide m1n1murn services which shall include, 

but not be l1m1ted to, 1nformat1on and referral services, 

counseling services, temporary emergency shelter for more than 

6 
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24 hours, •nd educ•t1on•l services for community awareness 

rel&t1ve to the 1nc1denc e of domestic violence 5pott�e-obtt5e, 

the prevention 6f such violence obu�e, and the care, 

J. 8 

1 las 

3.11 

treatment, and rehab1litat1on for persons engaged 1n or I 3 13 

subJect to domestic violence �pott�e-obtt5e 

illfet Part1c1pate 1n the provision of or1ent•t1on ,ndl 1 lus 

tra1n1ng programs developed for law enforcement officers, 

social workers, and other professionals and p,raprofession•ls 

16 

who work with domestic violence �pou5e-obtt�e victims to better! l.lus 

enable such persons to deal effectively with incidents of 

domeStlC violence 5po�5e-obu5e. 

(e} Establish and ma1nta1n a board____Qf____g_1rectors 

composed of at least three citizens, one of_2!hom shall _b� 

member of a local, municipal or county law enforcement 

3 .19 1, 

lus1 
21 

3 22 

(f} Comply with rules adopted pursuant toss 415,601-1 l•lus 

415 60'.l. 

(2) If the department finds that there is failure by a 

center to comply with the requirements established under ss 

415 601-415.609 or with rules adopted pursuant thereto, the 

dep•rtment may deny suspend or revoke the cert1ficat1on of 

the center 5pou5e-ob��e-eenter�-moy-be-e�tob¼t5ked 

throtl9ho�t-the-5tote-a�-prtvote,-loeo±,-�tote,-or-Eederoi 

Etlnd�-ore-avat±obie---�ny-±oeai-a9eney-or-er9ani�otton-may 

oppiy-to-parttetpote-tn-eerttEteatton-and-5tate-fttndtn9-

(3) The annual cert1f1cate shall expire on the 

term1nat1on d,te _shown on the certi_f1cate. 

ill+�t The domestic violence 5pOtl5e-abtl�e centers 

shall establish procedures pursuant to which persons subJect 

24 

25 

26 

1,los 

3 30 

3.32 

3.33 

l:lus 

J 35 

1. lus 
I 

3 3' 

to domestic violence �pOti5e-obtt5e may seek services from these\ 3.�1 

centers on a voluntary basis 
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f4+--Baeh-3pOtt3e-ebtt�e-eenter-�hai¼-hove-o-boerd 

eompo3ed-of-ot-ieo3t-three-ettt�en�,-one-of-vhom-�hoi¼-be-o 

member-of-o-ioeoi,-mttntetpai,-or-eottnty-¼ow-enforeement 

01eney, 

(5) Domestic violence centers mcy be established 

throughout the state as private, local st;ite, or federal 

funds are available, 

(6) In order to receive state funds, a center shell: 

{a) Obtain cert1f1cat1on pursuant toss. 415.601-

�15.609. However, the issuance of a cert1f1cate shall not 

obligate the department to provide funding. 

{b) Receive at least 25 percent of its funding from 

one or more loca�, mun1c1pal, or county sources, public or 

private. Contr1but1ons 1n kind, whether materials 

commodities, transportation, office space, other types of 

faciltt1es, or personal services, may be evaluated and counted 

as part of the regu11ed local funding 

J.2.!_tS+(a) All fees collected and appropriated to the 

domestic violence program ttnder-�,-14i,8¼t2+-for-�pott�e-obe3e 

eenter� shell be distributed annually by the department to 

each district according to an allocat1on formula determined by 

the department. The formula shall include a rural and 

qeogrsph1cal area factor in addition to population and other 

factors set by the department. eerttfted-eenter,--�he 

de�ortment-3hoii-o¼ioeote-o-ttntform-bo3e-amottnt-to-eoeh 

eerttfted-eenter,--•he-remotnder-of-the-ap�roprTated-fttnd� 

�holi-be-dt3trtb�ted-Tn-the-�ome-�roportion-a�-the-nttmber-of 

marrta9e-iteen�e�-�oid-Tn-the-eenter L 5-eatehment-oreo-beor�-te 

the-tota¼-nttmber-of-marrta9e-¼Teen�es-3old-,totevtde---The 

nttmber-of-marrto9e-lt�en�es-5holl-be-thot-ntlmber-3old-tn-eaeh 

' 
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eenter�,-eatehment-areo-for-the-mo�t-reeent-yeer-for-whTeh 

��eh-ft9ttres-are-ovatlable-

(b) A contract between a district and a certified 

3.7 

3. 7, 

domestic violence center Sh,iill contain provls1ons assuring the! 3.7 

availab1l1ty and geographic access1bil1ty of services 

throughout the d1str1ct. Por this purpose, centers msy 

distribute funds through subcontracts or to center satellites, 

provided that such arrangements and any subcontract5 ere 

3. 7� 

J.u'

approved by the d1str1ct. For-the-ptlrpo�es-of-tht�-�eetton,-ol 3.7S 

•eatehment-oreo•-meons-thot-portion-of-a-eounty,-the-eounty7 

the-eottntte3,-or-the-dT�trtet-served-by-a-eertTfTed-�pou�e 

obtt�e-eenter-03-�peetfted-tn-its-opp¼teotton-to-be-eertTfted 

ond-approved-by-the-deportment-

(8) The department shall prescribe by rule the 

procedures by which subsection (7) shall be 1mplemented_and 

may adopt such other rules as are necessary for the proper 

adm1n1strat1on of ss. 415.601,�2, 415.603 415.604 

415.605, 415,608, and 415,609 

Section 6. Section 415.606, Plor1da Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

(Substantial rewording of section. See 

�15 606, P.S., for present text 

3. 79 

3.80 

1. lu 

3. 82, 

J.83 

3.84 1 

4.1 

•• 2 

1.lu' 

415.606 Referral to centers and notice of rights --Anyl 4.3 

law enforcement officer who investigates an alleged incident 

of domestic violence sh�ll advise the victim of such violence 

that there 1s a domestic v1olence center from which he or she 

may rPCe1ve services The law enforcement officer shall give 

the v1ct1m 1mmedtate notice of the legal rights and remedies 

available The notice shall include· 

9 
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(1) The resource l1st1ng, 1nclud1ng telephone number, 

for the area domestic violence center designated by the 

Department of Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services; and 

(2) A copy of the following statement· �rF YOU ARE 

THE VICTIM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, you may ask the state 

attorney to file a cr1m1nal complaint. You also have the 

right to go to court and file a pet1t1on requesting an 

1nJunct1on for protection from domestic violence which may 

include, but need not be l1m1ted to, prov1s1ons which restra1n 

the abuser from further acts of abuse, direct the abuser to 

leave your household; prevent the abuser from entering your 

4.9 

4.10 

l:qq

4.11 

4.16 

4.17 

• 1' 

residence, school, business, or place of employment; award you
l 

4,19 

custody of your minor child or children; and d1rect the abuser 4.20 

to pay support to you and the minor children if the abuser has 

a legal obligation to do so.� 

Section 7. Section 415 607, Florida Statutes, 1s 

created to read• 

415.607 Report required.- When a law enforcement 

off1cer investigates an allegation that an incident of 

domestic violence has occurred, whether or not an arrest 1s 

made, the officer shall make a written police report of the 

alleged 1nc1dent. The officer shall submit the report to his 

supervisor or other person to whom the employer•s rules or_ 

pol1c1es require reports of similar allegations of cr1m1nal 

act1v1ty _tQ___J:le made,_ 

Section 8 

amended to read 

Section 415,608, Florida Statutes, 1s 

415.608 Confidentiality of 1nformat1on received by 

department or domestic violence spo��e-ab�se centers,-

Informat1on received by the department or by authorized 

oersons �mployed by or volunteering services to a domestl__!;; 

10 
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1nd1viduals or fac1l1t1es. This 1nformation 1s exempt from 

the prov1s1ons of s. 119 07 

Section 9. Section 415 609, Florida Statutes, 1s 

created to read: 

415.609 Tra1n1ng.--

(1) The Department of Law Enforcement shall prov1de a 

copy of ss. 415.606 and 415.607 to every law enforcement 

agency 1n this state on or before January 1, 1985 

(2) The Cr1m1nal Justice Standards and Training 

Commission shall establish standards for 1nstruct1on of law 

enforcement officers in the subJect matter of domest1c 

violence. Every basic skills course regµ1red 1n order to 

obtain 1n1t1al cert1f1cation for law enforcement officers 

shall, after January 1, 1986, include training of a minimum of 

6 hours in handling domestic violence cases. 

4.40 

l 
4.41 

l: lu: 

4.44 

4.45 

l: lui 

4.48 

4.49 

4.501 

4.52 

(3) The Office of the State _<;:_ourts A.dm1n istrator shall I l:lu• 

establish standards for instruction of c1rcu1t court 7udges 

who have respons1b1l1ty for domestic violence cases and shall 

provide such instruction on a periodic and t11nely b_asis. 

Section 10. Section 741.30, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read. 

. "

4.55 

4. 55 

741.30 Petition for in7unct1on for protection order-to] 4.56 

restretn-eb�stve-�potise; hearing, penalty for violation of <L 58 

_!_filunct1on ordei:-,--There shall exist an action_Jrnown as a I 4.60 

petition for an in7unct1on for protection 1n cases of domestic! 4.61 

violence 

(1) A petition for relief under this section may be 

made by any person who is a victim of domestic violence as 

4.62 

4.63 

4.64 

defined 1n s �15 602()) on behalf of h1mself or herself, Thel 4.65 

ll 
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pet1t19n shall alleg@ the existence of domestic v19lence and 

shall be accompanied bv •n aff1dav1t made under oath stating 

the specific facts and circumstances from vh1ch relief 1s 

sought. Any-epottse-as-deftned-tn-ST-415,6��+2+-who-has-ftied 

a-eomplotnt-of-spottse-�bttee-wtth-■-iow-enforeement-09eney-or 

the-eierk-of-the-etretttt-eottrt-ond-who-fties-o-vertfted 

petttton-■iiegtng-spottse-■bttee-wtth-the-eierk-of-the-etretttt 

eottrt-of-the-eottnty-wheretn-the-person-ftitn9-the-vertfted 

p etttton-reetdee-moy-be-entttied-to-hove-the-eottrt-teette-o 

reetr■tntng-order-wtth-stteh-terme-ond-eondtt±ons-oe-the-eottrt 

deem3-advt3ahle-wtth-re3peet-to-the-faet3-•±le9ed-tn-the 

vertfied-�etttton�--However;-�pon-appiteatton-for-��eh 

restratntnq-order;-the-pettttoner-shaii-he-qtven-an-expedtted 

he•rtnq�--The-vertfied-�etttton-shall-eontatn-the-date;-ttme; 

and-piaee-of-the-alie9ed-3po�3e-ah�se;-the-iaw-en£oreement 

a9eney-whteh-tnve3tt9ated-the-eompiatnt;-and-the-etreW113tanee3 

o£-the-spo��e-ah�3e-whteh-oee�rred-

{2)(al A person's right to pet1t1on for an 1n7unct1on 

for protection shall not be affected by his or her leaving a 

residence or household to avoid abuse. 

(b) A pet1t1on for an 1n7unction for protection may be 

made whether or not there is a pending complaint, petition, or 

other legal action between the parties. 

(c) The court shall not require security or bond of 

any party to• pet1t1on for an 1n7unct1on for protection 

unless it deems that such security or bond is necessary 

because the case 1s exceptional. 

1: lus 

4.70 

4.73 

,., 
4. 75

4.76 

4. 77 

4. 79 

4.80 

4.151 

4.83 

4.84 

5.1 

5.2 

5. 3 

1,1 

5.5 
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5. 9 
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5.11 
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LlJ.f2+ The ver1f1ed petition shsll be in the following I 5.12 

10 

31 

form 
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PETITION FOR AN INJUNCTION FOR PROTECTION 

9RBBR-�9-RESTRAfN-i".N-ABHSfVE-SP9HSB 

aefore me, the undersigned •uthor1ty, personally appeared 

Pet1t1oner •. , (Name) .. , who was sworn and says that the 

following statement 15 true 

The petition�r alleges ha�-ftled-a-eomp¼atnt-wtth-�--flaw 
I 

5 

enEereement-ageney+,�--a¼ieqtnq that petitioner was the victim 5 

of domestic violence caused ehnsed by respondent person �pottsel 1 

st ..• {pl.eel. .• on • (d•te), . at •. (t1me), 

following manner: •.. (circumstances) •...•. 

in the 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . · · · · · · · · · ·  . . .  

�-eopy-of-the-eomp±atnt-ftle�-wtth-the-±aw-enfe�eement-a�en�y 

t�-ettaehed-to-tht�-petttton� 

5 

5 

(a) The physical inJur1es petitioner has suffered as al 5 

result of the violent actions of l"espondent pel"son �pott�e / 5 

1nclude: 

(b) (Mark appropriate section,) 

.•. Pet1t1oner and respondent now live together and 

respondent refuses to leave 

.••. Respondent lives at• .. (address) .• , 

{c) Petitioner_ seeks· (Mark appropnate section Q.£ 

1!._ect1ons.) 

� in1unction restraJn1ng any party from comm1tt1nq 

acts of domestic violence, 

., .. An 1n7unction excluding the respondent from the 

dwelling which the oart1es shsre or from the residence of the 

petitioner 

13 

5 

5 

5. 

1' 

5 
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An 1n7unct1on on the same b•s1s as 1s provided 1n 

chapter 61, awarding temporary custody or establ1sh1ng 

temporary v1s1tat1on with regard to minor children of the 

part1e� 

... An 1n7unct1on provided as 1n ch.apter 61 

establ1sh1ng temporary support fo, minor children or a spouse, 

t,_IJ __ 1n7unct1on d1rect1ng the respondent to 

part1c1pate 1n treatment or counseling services . 

.... An 1n7unct1on orov1d1ng counseling where available 

or other social services for the pnrt1es
1 

1! married or 1f 

there are minor children. 

, .. An 1n7unct1on prov1d1ng any terms the court deems 

necessary for the protection of a v1ct1m of domestic violence, 

1nclud1ng 1n7unct1ons or d1rect1ves to the law enforcement 

agenc1es. 

----Pettttoner-and-res�ondent-have-the-fottovtnq 

aettons-pendtng-wtth-thts-eotlrt-

---,legal-separatton 

-,,-etlstody-or-JtlVentle-matter 

-,-,dtsso¼tltton-fdtvoree+ 

----ntil¼tty 

.--,other----+desertbe+-,,---.---.------------••-----•••-----

,,-,Pettttoner-and-reopondent-have-no-aettono-pendtng 

wtth-thts-eotlrt, 

fdt--fMark-approprtate-seettons-t 

----Pettttoner-has-the-fotlowtng-ehtldren-tn 

pettttoneris-etlstody-who-are-the-eht¼dren-of-respondent� 

,--fname,-age,-•nd-btrth-date-of-e�eh-ehtld+ •-•--••-•••••--•• 

-•••Pettttoner-has-the-fol¼owtng-ehtldren-tn 

5.4.7 

5 " 

5.50 

5.51 

l • lus 

5 52 

5.54 

5.55 

l:lus 

5 " 

5.59 

5.60 

l:los 

5.62 

5, 64. 

5.65 

5,66 

5.67 

l:los 

5 70 

1: los 

l los 

5.73 

los 

pettttonerLs-�tlst�dy-who-are-rot-the-ehtldren-of-respondent-
I 

5 77 

---fname,-age.-and-btrt�-ciate-of-eaeh-�htld-and-how-pet,t,oner l·ul 
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,s-re¼ated-to-eaeh-ehtldt•--••••-••-----••••--•-••---••••••-•• 

tet--fMark-,f-approprtate-t 

----Pet,ttoner-gentltnely-fears-v,olenee-from-respondent 

tlpon-the-ehtldren-for-the-fotlovtng-reasons- ••-•-••--•------• 

······-···••'='•-·---···-:,-·-·---- .-.-. --. , . . . . . . . 

Pettttoner-seeks-an-order-restratntng-the -respondent-spotlse 

from-abtlstng-the-pettttoner-and-provtdtng-for-any-other-termo 

and-eondtttons-that-the-eotlrt-deems-adv��abte-v,th-respeet-to 

the-faets-alieged-i"-the-petttton-

•• (Signature of Petitioner) .. 

Sworn to and subscribed on , 19., .. , 

,.(Notary Public}, 

My Comm1ss1on Expires· 

(4.) The clerk shall provide s1mpl1f1ed forms and 

clerical assistance to help with the wr1t1ng and filing of a 

pet1tion under this section by any person not reoresented by 

counsel, The clerk shall advise the petitioner that f1l1ng 

fees will be waived if the petitioner signs an affidavit 

stating that the petitioner 1s 1nd1gent and unable to pay such 

fees. 

5. 

5. 

6 

6 

1' 

6. 

6 

6. 

illf3t The 1n7unction fnr protection re�tratntng-orderl 1. 

shall be serv�d upon the person s�otlse complained against 6. 

within 24 hours after of its issuance. When a petition for an! 6 

1n7unct1on for protection alleq,..s an 1mmed1,HP and present 

danger of domestic �iolence the court may issue, ,s�tles-the 

restro�ntng-order without a hearing, an ex parte tempnrarv 

1n7unct1on for protection which order shall be effective for 

a f1xed period not to exceed 14 days, and shall grant� 

as the court deems prooer, 1nclud1ng an 1n7unctio_n 

15 
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{al Restra1n1ng any party from comm1tt1ng acts of 

domestic violence· 

(b) Excluding any party from the dwelling that the 

parties share or from the residence of the other party except 

by further order of the court; or 

(c) Granting the remedies provided 1n both paragraph 

(a) and paragn.ph (b). 

ill The court,-�f-re�tte�ted-by-the-�pott�e-eompia�ned 

a9a�n�t, shall provide a hecr1ng as soon as reasonably 

possible but not later than ll 29 days after the date of the 

petition or, 1f a temporary 1n7unct1on 1s issued w1th1n 14 

days after the date of the issuance of the 1n1unct1on order. 

Personal service shatl be made upon the respondent not less 

than 5_ days prior to the hearing If service cann_o�_�ade 

upon the respondent, the court may set a new date. Any 

testimony offered by a respondent in a hearing on an 

1n1unct1on for protect1on is inadmissible in a criminal 

proceeding 

ill The issuance of an in7unct1on for protection 3ttek 

an order shall not require that the p•rty alleging domestic 

violence ��ott�e-ebtt�e be represented by an attorrey, nor shall 

such 1n1unct1on e-re�tretntng-order be conditioned upon any 

�1ssolut1on of m•rr1age proceedings or other compl•tnt, 

petition, or legal action between the petitioner and the 

respondent 

illH+ Any person who has been served with .i!.n 

in7unct1on for protection e-,e�tretntnq-order issued by a 

Judge of the citLUlt LOUrt pursuan� to th1� section 3tlh�eetton 

t3+ and who know1rgly violates or fetuses to comply with the 

orov1s1ons of such 1n7unct1on order is guilty of a misdemeanor 

of the second degree, punishable as provided ins. 775.0e2, s. 

16 
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775,0eJ, ors. 775.084. A violation of an 1n7unction for 

protection shall also constitute contempt of court and be 

sub7ect to the penalt:es therefor When a person prosecuted 

for violation of an 1n7unction e-re�tretntng-order issued 

pursuant to this section lS ordered to pay a fine, revenues 

from the fine shall be collected and d1sbursed through the 

1 : 1 

6. 5 

1 : l 

6 5 

6. 5 

trust fund established ins. 741 01. The Department of Healthj 6.5 

and Rehab1l1tative Services may also use revenues collected 

through fines to fund counseling services for the purpose of 

rehabil1tat1ng the abusive prrsqn �pe�3e 

Section 11. Section 741 Jl, Florida Statutes, 1s 

created to read, 

741 31 Relief by the court --

(ll Upon notice and hearing, the court in the 

1n7unction for protection, may provide for one or more type� 

of 1n1unct1ve relief, conditions of bond or other relief as 

follows 

6 6 

6.6 

6.6 

6 6 

1. 1, 

l: 11 

6 6 

J.ii) The restraint of any party from comm1tt1ng acts ofl 
6.6! 

domestic v1ole_n� 6 6' 

l12.L_J'pe exclusion of the respondent from the dwelling 

wh1ch the parti�5 share or f�om the residence of t�e 

petitioner. 

(cl On the same bas1s as is provided 1n chapter 61 

the awarding of temporary custody or establishment of 

t�mporary v1s1tat1on with regard to minor children of the 

parties 

(d) On the_sam� basts as 1s provided 1n chapter 61, 

l h 

6. 7. 

1 • 1t 

6, 7< 

6 7' 

l.lt 

the ,•stc1L,_l1�1\ment 0! tempu1;:uy .. upp,nt (01 m11101 Lh1lllr<'n or a] 6.Jt 

spouse 
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(e) The prov1s1on of counseling or other soc1al 

services for the p.artll'�s, if mai-r1ed, or 1f there are minor 

children. 

(f) The requirement that the respondent part1c1p.ate 1n 

treatment or counsel1nq services. 

(g) Other relief as it deems necessary for the

protection of a v1ct1m of domestic violence 1nclud1ng 

1n7unct1ons or d1rect1ves to the lav enforcement agencies, •s 

provided 1n this section. 

(2) Any relief granted by the 1n7unct1on for relief 

�ay be granted 1n add1t1on to other c1v1l or cr1m1nal 

remedies 

Section 12 Section 741 32, Florida St•tutes, 1s 

created to read• 

741 32 Ass1st•nce of lav enforcement agencies 1n 

service or execut1on,--Wh"'n an 1nJ\JQCt1on for protection 15 

issued if the petitioner requests the assistance of a law 

enforcement agency, the court shall order that an officer from 

the appropriate law enforcement agency accompany the 

petitioner and assist 1n placing the oetit1oner 1n possession 

of the dwelling or residence, or other*1se assist 1n execution 

or service of_ the in1unct1on for protection. 

Section 13, Section 741 33, Florida Statutes, is 

created to re•d: 

l.!_1 33 Mod1ficJt1on of 1n7unction --Upon application, 

notice to all parties, and hearing, the court may modify the 

terms of an existing 1n7unct1on for protection, 

Section 14. Section 741,34, Florida Statutes, is 

created to read: 

741.34 Cooy to law enforcement agency.- Upon the 

request of the petitioner, an in7unct1on for protection shall 

l8 
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be forwarded by the clerk of court w1th1n 24 hours to the 

Jgcal law enforcement agency with 7ur1sdict1on over the 

residence of the applicant Each appropriate law enforcement 

agency shall make available to other law enforcement officers, 

through a �ystem for verification, information as to the 

existence and status of any such 1n7unction for protection. 

Section 15. Section 901 15, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read 

901.15 When arrest by officer without warrant 1s 

lawful 

ill A law enforcement officer may arrest a person 

without a warrant when 

llifl+ The person has committed a felony or 

misdemeanor or violated a mun1c1pal or county ordinance in the 

presence of the officer. Arrest for the commission of a 

misdemeanor or v1olat1on of a municipal or county ordinance 

shall be made 1mmed1ately or 1n fresh pursuit 

illfr+ A felony has been committed and he reasonably 

believes that the person committed it. 

ifl_f�+ He reasonably believes that a felony has been 

or 1s being committed and reasonably believes that the person 

to be arrested has committed or 1s comm1tt1ng 1t. 

.{_gJ_f4+ A warrant for the arrest has been issued and 1s 

held by another peace officer for e�ecut1on, 

J.tlfSt A v1ol,:it1un of ch.:ipter 316 has been committed 

1n the presence of the officer Such arrest may be made 

1mmed1ately or on fresh pursuit 

.!.1J.f6t(al Notw1thstand1ng any law to the contrary, a 

law enforcement officer shall arrest a person anywhere, 

1nclud1ng at his olace of residence, whether or not the 

of!1cer has a warrant, Lf the officer has orobable cause to 

l9 
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believe that the person has committed domestic violence as 

defined 1n s 415 602(3), althougn the assault or battery did 

7.53 

7. 54 

not take place in the presence of a-bettery-��on-the-�er�onL� 7,56 

�po��e-1uid. the officer.._':' 7,51' 

+e+--Ftnd!'!-eVtdenee-of-bodtiy-her�;-or 7,59 

fb+--•he-offteer-reasonabiy-beiteves-th■t-there-ts 7,60 

dan9er-of-vtoienee-�nies�-the-�erson-aiie9ed.-to-have-eofflfflttted. 

the-bettery-,s-arrested-vtthotlt-dei■y7 

(bl A lav enforcement officer vho acts 1n good faith 

and exercises due care in making an arrest pursuant to 

paragraph (a) shall be 11nmune from c1v1l l1ab1lity that 

otherwise might result by reason of h1s action, 

Section 16. Subsection (2) of section 741 01, Florida 

Statutes, 1s •mended to re•d: 

741,01 County court Judge or clerk of the circuit 

court to issue marriage license; fee 

(2) The fee charged for each marriage license issued 

1n the state shall be increased by the sum of $10. This fee 

�hall be collected upon receipt of the •ppl1cat1on for the 

issuance of a marriage license The Executive Office of the 

Governor shall establish a trust fund for the purpose of 

collecting and disbursing funds generated from the increase 1n 

marriage license fees, Such funds generated shall be directed 

to the Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services for 

t�e specific purpose of funding domestic violence �po��e-ab��e 

centers, and the funds shall be appropriated ,n a "grants-1n

a1d" category to the Deoartment of Health and Rehabilitative 

Services for the purpose of funding domestic violence �potl�e 

a�nise centers 

Section 17. This act shall t�ke effect October 1, 

1984. 
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***************************************** 

HOUSE SUMMARY 

!�pands the scope of provisions relating to spouse abuse 
to cover domestic violence. Defines terms. Pre�cr1bes 
duties of, and requires a report from, the Department of 
Health and Rehab1litat1ve Services Provides for 
certif1c�t1on, services, and funding of domest1c v1?lence 
centers, Requires law enforcement officers to give 
v1ct1ms notice of their rights, to refer v1ct1ms to
centers, and to submit a written report of domestic 
violence. Provides for certa1n information to be 
conf1dential Requires tra1n1ng of law enforcement 
officers. Provides for an 1nJunction for protection, and 
provides penalties for violating such 1nJunction. Sets 
forth types of relief av�1lable through such inJunct1ons 
and requires officers on request to help enforce the 
1nJunctions. Requires arrest, even without a warrant, in 
certain circumstances, and gives arresting officers 
immunity from civil liability. 
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By Representit1ve Figg 

A btll to be entitled 

An act relating to domestic violence; amending 

ss. 415.601, ◄15.602, 415.603, ◄15.605, 

415.606, and 415.608, F.S., expanding the 

appl1cab1lity of provisions relating to spouse 

abuse treatment and rehabilitation to cover 

domestic violence, as defined, amending s, 

741.30, F,S., expanding the appl1cabil1ty of 

procedures for restraining spouse abuse to 

encompass domestic violence; providing 

def1n1t1ons; specifying forms of relief and 

prov1d1ng additional remedies and protections; 

amending s. 901.15, F.S., expanding warrantless 

arrest powers of law enforcement officers in 

cases of domestic violence; providing for 

certain notice to the v1ct1m: prov1d1ng an 

effective date. 

! 19 De It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida· 

"', 

" Section I. Section 415.601, Florida Statutes, 1s 

22, amended to read· 

1l 415 601 po_!!'_est1� v1olenc� Spettee-abwee treatment and 

i§�I 2J tehab1l1tat1on; legislative 1ntent.--The Legislature 

15 reco1n1zes that certain persons who assault, batter, or 

;, otherwise abuse their (am1ly and household members �pe�ee� and 

17 the �ersons subJect to such ':!:_!Qlence ebtt�e •re in need of 

?i treatment and cehab1l1tat1on, It 1s the intent of the 

n Leq1<;lature to assist 1n the development of Q9_mestic v1ol�J'!Ce 

3J ��ewee-ob�ee centers for the victim� of 9ome��1c violence 

" 

C00IHC w.,.i, '" ...._.i. ..._..., tn•• ••• <l•l•tl•"' !,em ••"t!"t 1 • .,, .,.,.i, �••• •.l.!11,-, 

@@[Pt? 
reproduced t-, 

FlORroA STATE ARCHIVES 
DEPARTMENT Of STATE

R A. GRAY BUILDltlG 
Tolloh .. ,e., FL 32.399-0250

Serles J ';1 Cam:,n Q4 
Ne t.10



epe11se-eb�ee and to provide a place where the parties involved ll,26 

10 

II 

" 

may be aeparated until they can be properly assisted. 

Section 2. Section 415.i02, Florida Statutes, is 

an.ended to read: 

415.602 Definitions of terms used in ss, 415.601-

415.601.--A• uaed in this act: 

(1) •Department• means the Department of Kealth and 

ftehabilitative Service■• 

(2) •spouse• mean• a person to whoa another person is 

married or a person to whoa another person haa been married 

and !rom whom such other person is now separated or divorced. 

(3) •oomestic violenc� 6pe11se-eb11•e• mean• any 

131 aauult, b attery, er-et!her physical abuse
.i. 

. _or crimi_r_,�_l sex�al 

conduct against a faaily or household member by another family 

151 or household member l,y-a-pereen•ttpen-h½s-■pe11ee, 

"I 
(4) •Domestic violence Spew:se-ebw:■e center• means a 

facility which provide■ services to victims of dom••ti_c 

111 violence 11pe�se-ab11se and which has been certified by the 

19 I department to receive state funds, 

� (5) "Family or household members• means ap0u■es, 

21 parents, children, person■ related by consanguinity, or 

22 persons jointly residing in the same dwelling uni_!;__._ 

" 
" 
" 
M 

filt5t •victim" means any family or household member 

inj¼v¼d11ai suffering domestic violence ••••11itT-�••tef'yT-M 

et!her-phyeie11i-eb11se-iniiiet!ed-by-hie-epe111:■e-er�fef'fflef'-spe11ee. 

Section 3. Section 415,603, Florida Statute■, is 

u amended to read i 

n 
415,603 Duties �nd function■ of the dep�rtnl•nt with 

i? respect to dom@stic violenc@ epettse-eh111!1e.--

" 
(1) It shall be the duty of the deput11ent1 

2 
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(a) To establish health, safety and m1n1mum program 

requirement standards for certifying domestic v1olence spottse 

abttse centers to receive state funds. 

(b) To receive applications for state funding of 

domestic violence s�o�se-abl!se centers. 

(c) To approve or reJect each application within 60 

days of receipt of the application. 

{d) To distribute funds to a certified center within 

45 days after approval. 

1. 59

l·lus

1.61 

1.62 

l.los

1.64 

l 65 

(el To evalu•te •nnually each domestic violence ape•ee ll.66 

abl!5e center for compliance with the minimum standards. The 

department shall have the right to enter and inspect the 

premises of domestic violence 5pettse-abttse centers at any 

reasonable hour in order to effectively evaluate the state of 

compliance of such centers with the provisions of this section 

and rules in force pursu�nt thereto. 

(2) The department shall prescribe by rule the 

procedures by which subsection (1) shall be implemented. 

Without using designate d center funds, the department may· 

(a) Formulate and conduct a research and evaluation 

program on domestic violence spettse-abttse and cooperate with 

and assist and participate in programs of other properly 

aualif1ed agencies, including any agency of the Federal 

Government, schools of medicine, hospitals, and clinics, 1n 

planning and conducting research on the prevention, care, 

l 71 

1 73 

1. 74 

1. 75 

1.76 

1 77 

l 7' 

I' "
11.eo 

l • lus 

1. !2 

1.84 

treatmrnt, nn<l rehabilitation of per5ons engnged in or subJect 2.2 

to d9mesti�iolence �pett�e-a�tt�e. 

lb) S@rve as a clearinghouse for information relating 2.3 

to domestic violence apel!ee-abMee 1 lo5 

le) Carry on educational programs on domestic viol@nce ,2.5 

Jl, �pettse-�bttse for the benefit of the general public, persons 2.7 

3 
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engaged in or subJect to domestic violence epet1.ee-ebt1.ee, I'·' 
professional persons, or others who care for or may be engaged 2.10 

in the care and treatment of persons engaged in or subJect to 

domestic violence epet1ee-•bt1.ee. 

{d} Enlist the assistance of public and voluntary 

health, education, welfare, and rehabilitation agencies in a 

2.12 

2.13 

2.14 

concerted effort to prevent domestic violence epet1.ee-ebt1.ee and 12.15 

to treat persone engaged in or subJect to domestic violence 

epet1.ee-ttbt1.ee. 

Section Section 415.605, Florida Statutes, is 

2.17 

2 18 

2.19 

11 I amended to read· 

1l 

13 

415.605 Domestic violence Spet1.ee-ttbt1.ee centers.-

(1) In order to be Cl!rtlf1ed and funded under this 

IAI act, each centl!r shall: 

2.20 

2.21 

2.22 

(a) Provide a facility which will serve as a center to 12-22 
" 

" 

,, 

receive and houee persons who are domeetic violence epet1.ee 

eb�ee victims. For the purpose of this act, family OK 

1�1 household members fflinee-eh±ldren-end-ether-dependente of a 

2.23 

2.25 

2.27 

1Q, victimr-when-et1.eh-dependenee-ere-pttrCly-er-whelly-dependent-en 

2af Che-YieC±M-rer-��ppere-er-eerY*eeer may bl! sheltered with the 

711 victim in a dome'ltic violence epet1.ee-ttb1:1ee center. 

ll 
{bl Receive the periodic written endorsement of local 

13 law enforcement agencies; and 

2.28 

2.29 

2.30 

2.30 

"' 

15 

(cl Receive 25 percent of its funding from one or more 12.31 

local, municipal, or county sources, public or private. 

" 
Contributiono in kind, whether mntcri�le, commoditiee, 2.32 

n transportation, office space, other types of facilities, or 

,1 personal services, may be evaluated and counted as part of the 12.34 

� required local funding. 

JD {dJ Provide minimum services which shall include, but 

Jl, not be limited to, information and referral services, 

4 
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counseling services, temporary emergency shelter for more than 12.37 

24 hours, and educational services for community awareness 

relative to the incidence of dome5tic violence epe11ee-•b�ee, 

the prevention of such abuse, and the care, treatment, and 

rehabilitation for persons engaged in or eubJect to 9omestic 

vioience epe�ee-eb1:1ee. 

(e) Participate in the provision of orientation and 

training programs developed for law enforcement officers, 

social workers, and other professionals and paraprofessionale 

2.38 

2.39 

2.41 

2.42 

2.43 

2.44 

101 who work with domestic violence epe�ee-eb1:1ee victims to better 
l
1.1us "I enable such persons to deal effectively with incidents of 

12 domestic violence epeMee-eb�ee. 

13 (2) Domestic violence 6peMee-ebt1.ee centers may be 

1�1 established throughout the state as private, local, state, or 

2.46 

2.47 

2.49 

2.52 "I federal funds are av;ul•ble. Any local agency or organization 12.54 

1, may apply to partic1pate in certification and state funding. 

"I 
(3) The domestic violence epe11ee-abt1.ee centers shall 

11 establish procedures pursuant to which persons subject to 

1, domestic v1olence epeMee-ab1:1ee may seek services from these 

201 centers on a voluntary basis. 

21 ! (4) Each domestic violence epe11ee-eb1:1ee center shall 

n
1 

have a board composed of .it least three citizens, one of whom 

13 shall be a member of a local, municipal, or county law 

24 1 enforcement agency. 

25 (5) (a) All fees collected and appropriated under s. 

M 741.01(2) for domestic violence epeMee-ebMee centers shall be 

" distribute� �nnually by the dPpartmPnt to each certified 

� center. The department shall allocate a uniform base amount 

21 to each certified center. The remainder of the appropriated 

JO funds shall be distributed 1n the same proportion as the 

31, number of marriage licenses sold in the center's catchment 

5 

COOING w.,.i, ,n � � ,y,• ••• olele!••n• f, • .., •"'•""'low, "'••'•�••• •<iol,l••nt 

1: lus 

2.56 

2.58 

2.5, 

2.61 

2.62 

2.63 

2.65 

2.66 

2.67 

2.68 
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area bears to the total number of marriage licenses sold 

statewide. The number of marriage licenses shall be that 

number sold 1n each center's catchment area for the most 

recent year for which such figures are available. 

2. 69 

2. 7 0 

2. 71 

{b) For the purposes of this section, a "catchment 

area" means that portion of• county, the county, the 

counties, or the district served by a certified domestic 

violen�e epeuee-abttee center as specified 1n its application 

2.73 

�! to be certified and approved by the department. 

'° I Sect 10n 5. Section 415.606, Florida Statutes, 1s 

11 ! •mended to read: 

"' 415.606 Referral to d.2_mestic violence epettee-ebuee 

nl center.s.--Where centers are available, any law enforcement 

IJj officer who 1nvest1gates .in .illeged incident of domestic 

15! violence epettee-abttee may advise the person subJect to the 

16! abuse of the av.iilabil1ty of a domestic violence epcittee-abttee 

111 center from which he or she may receive services. 

II Section 6. Section 415.608, Florida Statutes, 1s 

1, amended to read: 

lO 415.608 Conf1dent1al1ty of 1nform.it1on received by 

11 dep.irtment or domestic violence epeuee-abttee centers.--

22 Information received by the department or by authorized 

persons employed by or volunteer1nCT services to a center, 

)4 through files, reports, inspection, or otherwise, shall be 

deemed confidential 1nformat1on and shall not be disclosed 

,,, publicly in such a manner as to 1dent1fy 1nd1viduals or 

2, 74 

2,75 

2. 1, 

2. 71 

2.78 

2.80 

2.82 

2.83 

2.84 

3.1 

3.2 

3. 3 

3. 5 

3. 6 

3.8 

3.12 

)' f11c1l1t1e!!. This 1nformat1on is exempt from the prov1s1ons of 13.13 

ll9.07 

,, Section 7. Section 741 30, Florida Statutes, 1s 

.imcnd'!!d to rcar:l 

(Suhst<1nt1<1l rew:Qrd1n�c_t10.n. S�c 

6 
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3 .14 

3.15 
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s. 741.30, F.S., for present teYt } 

741.30 Petition for restra1n1ng order.-

(1) As used 1n th1s act: 

(a) "Domestic violence" means any assualt, b.ittery, 

l • 11 

3 .1 

3.1 

3.1 

phys1cal abuse, or criminal sexual conduct committed 11ga1nst • 13.2 

f11m1ly or household member by .iny other family or hou!!ehold 

member. 

{b) "Family or household members" means spouses, 

parents, children, persons related by consanqu1n1ty, or 

10[ persons JOlntly residing in the same dwelling 

(c) "Victim" means any famtly or household member 

121 suffering domestic v1olencE> 

13 (d) "Spouse" means a person to whom another person 1s 

141 married or a person to whom another person has been married 

151 and from whom such other person 1s now separated or divorced. 

16 (2) There 1s hereby created a cause of action for a 

111 domestic violence restraining order. 

111 (a) Any family or household member, on behalf of 

19: himself or herself or on behalf of another family or household 

20! member, who 1s the v1ct1m of any act of domestic violence 

:11 1 shall have standing 1n the circuit court to file a sworn 

n: pet1t1on for a domestic violence restr.iin1ng order. 

ll (b} The sworn pet1 t1on shall .illege the existence of 

lJ domest1c violence and shall include the spec1f1c facts and 

2\ circumstances upon which relief 1s sought. 

,� (C) The cause of action m.:1y be sought whether or not 

71 there is currently pending any other petition, complaint, or 

,a cause of uct1on between the parties 

,, (d) The clerk of the court shall provide s1mpl1f1ed 

'J forms and clerical .:1ss1stance for the preparation and f1l1ng 

JI, of a petition by any v1ct1m not represented by counsel. 

7 
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3.2 

3. 2 

3. 2 

3.' 

3. 2'' 

3. 2E; 

3. 2 

3. 2! 

3. 2 

i 3 3[, 

13. 3] 

i 
13." 

3.34 

3 3�, 

3. 3�1 

13. 37 
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(e) In the event th• victim �h•ll not have sufficient 

fund■ with which to pay filing fees to th• clerk of the court 

or s•rv1ce fee• to the sheriff, laid fees shall be waived by 

th• clerk of the court or the aheriff to the extent necessary 

to process the petition and serve the restraining order, 

tubject to an order of the court relative to the payment of 

Baid fees, 

{f) No bond shall be required by the court for the 

entry of a restraining order. 

(3) The ■worn petition shall be in substantially the 

1\ I following form1 

1l PETITION FOR RESTRAINING ORDE� 

ll 

IJ Before me, the undersigned authority, personally •ppeared 

1s Petitioner ••• (Name) ••• , who was sworn and says that the 

1, following statement is true. 

17 

11: 

" 

W' 

ll 

(•J Petitioner resides at: ••. (address) •.• 

(bl �espondent resides at: ••• (il.ddress) ••• 

(c) Respondent is a family or household member because 

(d) Petitioner has :!luffered domestic violence because 

r re5ponacnt has· 

)J (e) Petitioner genu1ni!ly fears domestic violence by 

1J respondent. 

lS 

3.39 

3.40 

3.41 

3.42 

3. 43 

3.43 

3.44 

3.45 

3 " 

3.48 

3.49 

3.50 

3.52 

3.52/2 

3.55 

3.56 

2, Pet1t1oner seeks a restraining order against the respondent to jJ.56 

ii prevent domestic violence upon such terms as the court deems 

� proper and Just. 

n • •• (S1gn.!lture of Petitioner) ••• 

3� Sworn to and subscribed on ••• , , 19 •••.. 

" 

8 
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3.59 
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•.• (Notary Public}.,, 

My Comm1Ssion expires, .,,,, 

(4) Petitioner may apply to the court after the filin9 l3.6 

of the petition for entry of � temporary or permanent 

restr«ining order under such procedure as provided for in the 

Rules of Civil Procedure. 

(5) The court may grant the following relief: 

(a) Restrain the respondent from committing .icts of 

101 domestic violence. 

11 (b) Exclude the respondent from the «ppropr iate 

"I dwelling which the parties !!hare or from the dwelling of the 

13 petitioner. 

" (c) On the same basi� •� 1s provided in chapter 61
1 

151 el'5tablish temporary support for minor children or • spouse. 

16 (d) Order the abusing1 party to participate in 

11! treatment or counseling services. 

3., 

3,6 

3.6 

3.6 

3. 6 

3. 6 

3.7 

3.7 

16 I (el Order, in its discretion, other relief «s 1t deems 13 7 

19' necessary for the protection of a f«m1ly or household member, 

70', 1nclud1nq orders or directives to the sheriff or any other 

71: appropr1att> l.i;w enforcement agency, .is provided by this 

211 !l�ction. 

1J 

24 Any permanent re+ief granted shall be for .i fixed period not 

2s to exceea l year 

" (5) (a) Upon filing of the petltlon, the court sh.ill 

71 set• hearing which shall be held at the earliest possible 

1e time. Personal service of the petition and notice of hearing 

21 shall he made upon th� respondent prior to the hearing. 

J0 (b) Where a petition under this section alh:ge!I an 

Jl: imm.-.-liate and present clanger of domestic violence, the court 

9 
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may grant an ex parte temporary order, pending a full hearing, 

and grant rel1ef as the court deems proper. Any ex parte 

temporary order shall be effect1ve for a fixed period not to 

exceed 10 days. A full he•ring, as provided by this section, 

shall be set no later than the day when the temporary order 

shall cease to be effective. 

(7) Any order issued under this section shall be 

personally served upon the respondent, 

(8) When an order is i�sued under this section upon 

rr-l]Uc'lt of the petitioner, the court may order the sheriff or 

11j other law enforcement officer to accompany the petitioner and 

12· ass1st in placing the pet1t1oner in possession of the 

13/ dwelling, or otherwise assist in execution or service of the 

14J restraining order. 

"I 
(9) Nothing in this section shall affect the title to 

1oi real estate, 

11, (10) Upon the request of the petitioner, any 

11: restraining order entered pursuant to this section shall be 

1?1 forwarded by the clerk of the court within 24 hours to the 

:o appropriate sheriff. Each appropriate law enforcement agency 

" 

11 

" 

" 

�h•ll make available to other law enforcement agencies, 

through a system for verification, information as to the 

existence and status of any restraining order entered pursuant 

to th1� �f'Ltion. 

(ll) Any proceeding under this section sh«ll be in 

add1t1on to other civil or criminal remedies. 

(12) (a) The court shall enforce compliance by th� 

" respondent to the restraining order through contempt 

�roceed1ng5 which may include the imposition of a fine. Any ,, 

,, 

" 
such fine impo-sed shall be collected and disbursed to the 

trust fund established 1n s. 741 01 

10 
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4.13 

14.14 
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4.17 
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4.19 
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(b) In the event the respondent is arrested by a peace 

officer under authority of s. 901.15(6) (b), he shell be held 

in custody and brought before the court as expeditiously as 

possible for the purpose of enforcing the restraining order. 

(13) The clerk of the court shall provide the 

petitioner with a certified copy o! any restraining order 

entered by the court. 

Se ction 8. Subsection (6) of section 901.15, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

901.15 When arrest by officer without warrant is 

lawful.--A law enforcement officer may arrest a person without 

121 a warrant when: 

13 

" 

15 

" 

17 

II 

19 !

(6) The officer has probable cause to believe that the

person has1. 

(a) Committed a battery upon the person's spouse and 

the officer finds evidence of bodily harm or the officer 

reasonably believes that there is dang•r of violence unless 

the person alleged to have committed the battery iL�r�ested 

without delayz or 

�: ' (b) Knowinqly violated or refused to comply with • 

211 domestic violence restraining order entered pu_r_suu1.l;_to s. 

22[ 741.30. 

2J 

241 Whether or not an arrest is m•de pursuant to this subsection, 

,s 

" 

" 

n 

the officer shall advise the victim of the availability of a 

shelter or other services in the community and give the victim 

immediate notice of the legal rights and remedies available. 

The notice s�all include furnishing the victim a copy _of th� 

n following '!tatement· 

11 

'" 
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4.2 

4. 2 

4.2 
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"IF YOU ARE THE VICTIM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE!........Y.OU can 1:lus 

ask the state attorney to file a criminal complaint. You also 14.44 

have the right to go to court and file a petition requesting a 

restraining order for dome'3tic violence which could include 

the following: an order restraining the abuser from further 

acts of violence�order directing the abuser to leave your 

4.45 

4.46 

household; an order directing the abuser to pay support to you 
1
4.47 

and the minor children if the abus�r has a legal obligation to 4.48 

do so;____i'!D.__order directing the abuser to partici_E.ate in 14.49 

lol treatment or counsel:rng services; or any other appropriate 

111 order deemed necessary by the court for your protection." 

" 

13j The notice shall inclt1de the name and telephone number of any 

1-ll available spouse or domestic violenc�ferral service. 

lSI ee�mttted-a-bat�e�y-ttpe"-the-re�ee"��-epettse-e"d-the-e£ft�er-

16j �ar--Ft"d�-e¥tde"ee-e€-bed�ly-ha�m�-e� 

ii fbr--�he-e��ieer-rea�e"eb±y-belteYe�-�het-there-t� 

1�• de"�er-ef-¥te±e"ee-�"leee-the-�e�sen-alle�ed-te-heYe-eemmttted 

19 the-bettery-is-ar�ested-wtthetlt-6eley, 

,0 

ll 

)2 

Section 9. This act shall take effect October 1, 1984. 

***************************************** 

HOUSE SUMMARY 

Expands provisions relating to spouse abuse treatment and 
2J rehabilitation, including the use of spouse abuse 

centers, to apply to domestic v�olence, as defined by the 
iS act. Expands provisions relating to restraining orders 

against spouse abusers to provide for relief against 
26 domestic violence. Specifies types of relief. Provides 

for temporary orders. Provides for certain law 
27 enforcement assistance. Provides additional rights and 

protections. Expanns the authority of law enforcement 
officers to arrest spouse abusers without a warrant to 
include arrest of certain other persons, and changes the 

,? circumstances for such arrests. Requires the officer to 
give certain information to the victim. 

4.50 

4.53 

4.54 

4. 56 

4.57 

4.58 

4. 59 

4.60 
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COMMITT!!/ QH HEAt.TH i, f\l':ltA.IH .jTA,T IVE Sl':1!.VJp:s 

Kl '10 
1'.ep P'lgg 

!!ela t i ng to Domestic Violence 

I . Summary 

Apr l l  1, 1'94 

A P'resent s i tuati on 

OTH!ft COHM ITT!I!: OP' f\l!!:Ff:"l!:HCE• 
Appropr iat ions 

S IHJ [.Al!./COKP.-.N ION l i t.Lt 
SI 4!1S ( S ) , HII 105 (S)  

Sect ions u s . ,ol -415 ,05 , r.s , prov l1::le leg l • l at lv• inten t ,
def l n l t 1ons , and descrlb• t h e  process by which spouse abuse centers 
■re cert l f led and funded . "Spouse abuse• is da ! l ned as ••ny ass.au l t ,
bat tery , or other physlc■ l 1bus1 b y  I per:son upon h i s  spouse , "  and th• 
term "spouse" lm::: ludes persons current ly or prev lout lf 111a rrled ,
Current law does not address persom1 vho l l v• together •• husband and 
.., ! f e vho are not leg•lly 1111 r r i ed ,  al though the s tat e ' s spouse abU.!11!
centers of ten prov lde shelt er for battered vom1m vho are not lega lly
marr ied and pay £or such services vlth funds other than st ate 
1ppropr i It ed funds 

Sect ion 74 1 . lO ,  r.s. , author izes I person to f i le a pet it ion 
v \ th the c i rcu i t  court a l leg ing spouse abuse and requesting I 
restraining orde r ,  A pet i t ion may be f i led only if th• pe tit ioner has 
prev iously ! ! led a co111plalnt  of spouse abuse v l th a lav en forcement 
agencr , The law requ i res that cert a i n  lnfor1111 t lon be Inc l uded In the 
pet i t 1on and provides I peti t ion form. A res t raining order mus t be 
se rved vithln  24 hours of I ts usuance ;and 1111y be issued vithout a 
heuing ,  provided one Is held .,,!thin  20 days I f  requested by the 
responden t ,  The person alleging spouse abuse 1s not requi red to have 
lega l representat ion nor may the issuance of I res train i ng order be 
cond It  1oned upon d I vorce proc•ed I ngs , 

Under the u:i st lng lsv, the violat ion of a restra ining order , 
vh lch 15 ls su■d bf a c i rcu i t  cour t .  is I second degree alsdemeanor 
vhich is handled 1n county court . 

sect ion ,01 . 1 5 ,  r. s . ,  spec if ies conditions under vhich a llv 
enforcement ofl icer may i ssue •n •rru1 t  v1thout • v1rr1nt . Such •n 
arrest llllf be 111de vhen the oH icar has praba.ble cause to be l ieve that 
1 person h11 commi tted a battery upon his spouse and he f i nds ev idence 
of bod 1 ly harm or he reasonably bel l1v1s that there Is danger of 
•lolence unless the person aneyed to have comi it ted the battery I s
arrested. -'ccordlng t o  1t1tut c a  •■ int■ initd b J  the 1"1or ld1 
Department of Liv !.nforce111ent . spouse •bu•• l s  one of the most 
frequ• nt and personal ly dang•rous s l tu1 t l an1 ln vh ich of f icers { 1 nd 
themse lvas . The sU,te ' I  las lc 11.ecrul t Tra i n i ng Course con tains no 
specif ic  un it  of Instruct ion for handli ng such lnvest lgat lons. 

Ce rtain quest ions vh lch a rise fr equentl! in s1tu1t ions of
spouse abuse are not addressed In  current lav ,  ncluding vhe ther or 
not the court can u:c lude an 1 l lagl'dlJ' abus ive spouse f ro• h i s  house 
pr ior to ! hearing and vhether a lav en forcement off icer can arrest 
so111eone v thaut a varr■nt for the viola t i on o f  a res trai n ing orde r .  
I n  n ineteen states , pol ice ••Y issue I va r r ant less arrest i f  theJ have 
probable cause to bel ieva that an abuser has v iolated I restra in ing 
orde r .  Lavs In six states re111ove discret ion ind impose a duty to 
arrest vhere there is probable cause to bal i ave that spouse abuse h•s 
occurred. Al111ost h•lf the st•t■s i111p0se some duties on lav 
enfarce1111nt off icers respond i ng to do••stic d isturbance ca lls , 
Including t r ansport ing the vict im  to • shelte r ,  lnfor■lng her of her 
legal opt ions , and stayinj unt l l  the dang•r has passed. Many of the 
lavs prescribing !IUCh pol ce dut ies or expand i ng •rrest poven 

1'1.ge i 
HI ,10 

Immunize l1v enfo rcement off icers f rom s u 1 ts for damages for any 
1ct 1on taken In I good faith ef fort to enforce the 1111 , 

1. Probable !.! f ee t  of Proposed Ch;a nges 

HI 610 amends ss 415 , 0 1 - 4 1 5  ,o! ,  r , s , , changing the 
des ignat ion from "spouse abuse• ta "domestic violence " and prov idi ng 
de f in i t ions , "Domest ic v iolence" la def i ned as •any assault , ba ttery ,  
phrs icel abuse, o r  criminal su:ual conduct 1g1 1nst  I f ui 1 l y  or 
hous■hold member by another family or household member , •  and- the term 
" f ully or household members• I ncludes " spouses , parents , ch i ldren , 
persons related by cansangui n l tr, or persons j o l ntlf  res id ing in the 
11111, dvell lng un 1 t . •  The exist ng netvork of sma ll shel ters , des igned 
to shelter spouse abuse v ic t ims and the i r  ch i ldren or other 
depend ants ,  vould a lso becoma respons ible for tha v \ c t l111s of mast 
forms of ch i ld abuse and vlo lanca betvean adult raa1111111 t a• and boardars 
of th• same res ldenca, ■fflong othars .  

The bill  1 lso makes the  folloving major ch•nges i n  s .  741 . 30 , 
r .s  1 

© ® [p tf'· 
[t provides def initions for "domestic 
violence , •  " fa111 l l y  or household members , •  
"v ict im , •  and "spouse. " 

It grants any f11n l ly or household 11ember 
standing In the c i rcu i t  court to f i l e  a 
pet i t ion for I restra i n ing order on behalf of 
h 1m.sa l f  or 1noth1r v l c t i• of do11es t l c  
violence .  

reproduced by 
FLORIDA STATE ARC H IVEi

DEPARTMENT OF STATi
. . 

I t  d i re c ts the clerk o f  the court t a  prov ide 
shnp l i f iad forms and to ass ist  I p•t l t loner 
not represented by counsel , 

tt provides for f i l ing fees and s•rvica fees 
to b• v1ived far p11r1ons ,..1th lnsuC C l c l ent 
funds , 

R A. GRAY BU ILDING
Tallahosse., FL 32399-0250

Series / CJ Corton �•· 
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It re111oves the requi rement that a person mu.11t 
have f i led II compla int of spouse •buse Y1th 
lav •nforcement before she can pe t ition th• 
court for rel!. • ! .  

, .  

7 .  

t t  shortens the prescr ibed form for the 
pet ition, 

It  author i zes I person to apply far entry of a 
te111porary or permai,ant rastr1 1nlng order, 

lt  �uthorizes the court to provide certain 
for1111 of re l i a f ,  I n  add i t ion to any rel ief 
daemed necesss ry by th• court for th■ 
protec t ion of  family or household members , and 
It l l111its any permanent rel ief granted to 1 
f i xed per iod not to exceitd one re a r .  

, .  I t  directs the court to s e t  I hea ri ng for the 
earl iest poss ible t lme and provides for 
persona l service of the hearing not ice ,  
p•t l t lon , and any  order issued upon the 
responden t .  

1 0 . I t  autho r i zes the court t o  grant an a x  parte
tempo r•ry order vhen I pet i t ioner 111eyes 1n 
immed iate and present danger of do11est c 
v lal imce 

1 1 . t t  authodzes the cou rt to order the sh•r i f f
o r  other lav enforce••nt o f f icer to 111 1st i n
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putting the petitioner in pcs!lesslon of th• 
dvelling or provid• other assistance in 
altacutlng the re1tr1inlng order. 

12. It specHies that th• title to real estate is 
not affacted b7 actions under this section. 

13 It dir•cts the clarlt of th• court to forvard 
the restraining order to th• appropriate 
shariff and directs lav enforcement agencies 
to 1hare lnfonaatlon on the existence and 
status of a restraining order. 

14 It li111lts the enforce111ent of a restraining 
order to conte111pt proceedings. 

15. It provide!! for a person arre!lted for the 
violation of a restrillning order to be held in 
custody and brought bafore the court as 
ellpeditlouslr as possibla. 

1' It directs the clerlt of the court to give the 
petitioner a certlfhd copy of any restraining 
order. 

The bill •Iso makes tha following 111■jor changas in s. ,01.15, 

1. It authoriz.es ■ lu1 enforcem•nt oCficer to
1rrest without a warrant whan h• has probable 
c1u11 to believe that the person has knowingly 
violated or refused to complJ' vlth ii d0111e1tic 
v1ol1mc• restraining order, 

It directs 1m officer to 1dvlse domestic 
violenca victims of the ,1vaillblllty of ii 
shalter or other services and of their legal 
rl.1hts ■nd avulable remedies in the form of a 
written statement prescribed in the bill. 

I I. P'lsc■l Impact 

A. State 

None, 

•· C.Ocal 

Certain provi,lons in the bill vould hive ■ fi,c■l impact on 
local government!!, although tha exact costs h•ve not been determined. 
The•• provlslon1 include th• opportunity for ii wider population of 
f■•lly and hou1ehold 11e111b•n to s••k th• court's protactlofl fro111 
dOflltltic vlol•"c•, the waiver of servic• !ee1 to the sheriff, the 
authorization of the court to ord•r th• sheriff or othar officer to 
assist th• petitioner In uecuting the petition, the require111ent that 
th• clerk forvard re1trainlng orders to th• sheriff and that 
information ba shared 1111ong lav enforc1111ent ageflcies, the requirement 
that a vrltten notice of a victim's rights and r1111edies be developed 
and dlstrlbuted by lav enforcerunt, and the authorization of lav 
enforcement officers to arrest a person vho violates the provisions of 
a re1training order, 

Tha provision In the bill vhl.ch re111oves tha •lsde!Re■nor 
penalty for the violation of a ustr■lnlng order would •llmlnate th• 
costs 1s1ociat1d vlth prosecuting for such violation In crhnln■l 
court 

C. Private Sector 

Page 4 
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The provision 11h1ch allovs for the 11aiver of a servlca !ee to 
th• sheriff in certain instances vould save the victim such colts. 
The potential great expansion of the population seeltlng shelter under 
th■ broad definition of domestic violence and under the provisions 
that other f■111lly and household members could be housed v1th ■ victim 
could have ii large impact on the financial ability of the shelters to 
provide needed service,, The bill appropriates no addlt1on•l funds 

I I 1. Comments 

None, 

Prepared by: ■everly Whiddon 

Staff Dlrectori Kandace M. Hill 
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CQ111JTJEE OH HEALTH' ftEHAIILITATIVt SEI\VJCES 

OTIIEI\ COMt4.ITTEE or I\EP'tl'ENCE: 
l\ep. Gordon Judiciary, Appropriations 

ftel■tlng to Do■estlc Ylolence SIHILAI\/COMPANION IILLi 
SI t.95 (I), HI '10 (S) 

I. 

April l, 19H

SWNlliary 

A. Prasent Situation 

Sections 415.601-115.,os, r.s., provide legislative Intent, 
definitions, and describe the process br which spouse abuse centers 
•r• certi(led •nd funded. •spouse abuse• ls defined es •any esseult,
b•ttery, or other physlc•l abuse by• person upon his spouse,• and the
term •spouse• includes persons currently or previously marri•d.
Current lav does not address persons vho llve together as husband and 
vlfe who Ire not legally •arrled, elthough the state's spouse abuse 
canter■ often provide shelter for bettered vomen vho are not legally
married ind pay tor such sarvlces vlth funds other than stete
1pproprlated funds.

The lev directs the Dapart�ent of Health and 1':ehabllltatlve 
Services (HJS) to certify spouse abuse centers to receive funds, to 
distribute funds to a certified canter, and to allocate a uniform base 
1110unt to each certified center, In addition to funds allocated 
according to the nuaber of marriage licenses sold In each center'1 
catchment area. The lav further provide• that spouse ebusa centers 
m•r be established as private, local, state or r,deral funds ere 
available and that any local egancy or organi%etlon may apply for 
certl(icetion and funding. 

Section 741,lO, r.s., authorizes a parson to file a petition 
vlth the circuit court alleging spouse ebuse and requesting a 
restraining order. A petition �•y be filed only if the petitioner has 
prevloustr filed a compl•lnt of spouse abuse vith a law enforeement 
agency. The lav requires that certain information be included ln th■ 
petltlon and provides a petition for�. A restraining order must be 
served vlthln 2t hours of its issuance •nd may be issued without a 
hearing, provided one Is held vithln 20 days if requested bf th• 
respondent. The person alleging spouse abuse ts not required to have 
legel rapresentation nor may the issuance of a restraining order be 
conditioned upon divorce proceedings. 

which 
which 

Under th• ealstlng law, the 
la issued by a circuit court, 
ls handled in county court. 

violation of a restraining order, 
ls a second degree misdemeanor 

S•ctlon ,01.15, r.l., specifl•s condltlons under which a lav 
enforcefflent of(lcer may isaue •n arr•st vlthout a varrant. Such an 
arr■■t ••y be made vhen th• offic•r has probable cause to believ• that 
1 per■on h•s COnlfflltted a batt•rr upon his spous• and he flnd• evidence 
of bodllf harM or he r•asonablf believes that there ls danger of 
vlolenca unless the p■raon alleged to have c01111111lttad the battery is 
arrested. According to statistics maintained by th• Florida 
Depart�•nt of Lav Enforcement, •pous• 1buse ls one of th• most 
frequent and personallf dangerous situations In vhlch officers find 
tha•selves. The stat• • Basic ftecrult Training course contains no 
specific unit of Instruction for handling such Investigations. 

Certain question■ which •rise frequently in situations of 
1pou1e •busa are not addressed ln current lav, including vhether or 
not the court can exclude an allegedly abusive spouse from his house 
prior to a hearing and whether a law enforcement officer can arrest 
someone vithout a warrant for the violation of a restraining order. 

Paq• 2
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In nineteen states, police •ay issue a varrantless arrest 1f they have 
probable cause to believe that an abuser has violated • restraining 
order. Laws In six states remove discretion and impose a duty to 
arre�t vhere there ls probable cause to believe that spouse abuse has 
occurred. Almost half the states impose •o•e duties on lav 
enforcement officers responding to domestic disturbance calls, 
including transporting the vlcti• to a shelter, lnforNlng her of her 
legal options, and staying until the danger has p•ssed. Many of the 
lavs prescribing &uch police dutles or expanding arrest powers 
tJ11111unlze lav enforce�•nt officers frOlll suits for damages for any 
action taken in a good f•ith effort to enforce the lav. 

•• Probable Effect of Proposed Changes

HI 805 amends ss. 415.iOl-115.608, r.s., changing the 
designation from •spouse abuse• to •domestic violence• Ind •odifylng 
th• limits on the tarM to Include not only pe�sons vho ar• or have 
be•n married but also persons who cohabit, that Is those who llv• 
together as husband and vile. It also provides for district-based 
funding, removes statutorr restrictions on the allocation of funds, 
and separates the certiflcatlon and funding of centers into dlstlnct 
processes. lt reinstates a statutory requirement that an annual 
report on th• incidence of domestic violence be prepared and submitted 
to the Legislature. lt expands the current direction to l1v 
enforcement officers by requiring that they notify• victim of her 
legal riqhts. in th• for■ of a vrltten statement prescribed In the 
bill, and by directing officers vho Investigate ellegetlons of 
doNestic violence to file a report. The bill specifies that the baste 
skills course used for th• initial training of officers ■ust include 
at least six hours in handling domestic violence cases and that the 
Office o( the State Court Adm1n1strator must provide such Instruction 
for appropriate circuit court judges. 

Th• bill amends chapter 711, r.s., and makes th• following 
■ajor changes,

l. 

2. 

@ @ w LI 
reproduted by 

4. FLORIDA STATE ARCHIVESDEPARTMENT OF STATER. A. GRAY BUILDING 5 T •llahasse§. FL 32399-0250 
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1. 

rt changes the designation fro• •re�trainlng 
order• to •injunction for protection.• 

It remove• the requlrem•nt th•t a person must 
have filed a co•plalnt of spouse abuse v1th 
lav enforce•ent before ahe can petition the 
court for reJle(. 

lt specifies that a person may petition for an 
ln1unctlon vhether or not she has left her 
house or there ts another legal action 
pending, and it specifies that bond is not 
generally required. 

It shortens the prescribed petition form and 
lists the actions vhlch �ay be sought by the 
petitioner. 

It directs the clerk ol the court to provide 
simplified forms, to assist a person in (lllng 
the petition, and to advise the petltoner that 
filing fees can be waived if she ls Indigent 
and unable to pay. 

It authorizes the court to Issue an ex parte 
Injunction of up to 11 days vhen a petition 
alleges an immediate and present danger and 
specifies that such an injunction vould grant 
vhatever relief the court dee•ed proper, 
lncludlng restraint against acts of domestic 
violence and eacluslon from the dvelling. 

tt changes the tlmeframe (or a hearing froM 
not l•ter than 20 days to not later than 14 
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S nforcement o[flcers responding to domestic disturbance calls, 

erh111 Citrton / S-: Including transporting the vlctlr. to a shdter, ln!or11dng her of 
gal options, and staying until th• danger has passed. H■nr of 0Tlt!1' CQt,041TT!! OF ft!YE�DICEr lavs prescribing such police duties or axpandlng arrea► powers Appropriations lrnmunl%1 lav enforce�•nt of(lcers from suits for damages !or any 

action t1k1n In a good faith effort to enforce the tav. 
SIHILAII./CCHPAHION IILL1 
S■ 4'5 ISi, H■ '10 (S) •• Probable �ffect of Proposed Changes 

"" 

the 

CS/HI 105 makes the follovlng changu to ss. u,.,01-us.,01, 

I. 

"Prll 5, 1'84 

SUl"lllary 

A. Present Situation 

Sections us,,ol-415.,05, F,S., provide leghl■tlve intent,
definitions, and d•scrlbe the process bf vhlch spousa abuse centers 
are certified and funded. ·spouse abus•• ls defined•• •anr assault, 
batterr, or other physical abuse bJ a person upon his spouse," and the 
term "spou••• Includes persons currentlJ or prevlouslr married. 

The l■v direct:s the Department of Health and kehabllltatlve 
Service!!! (HI\S) to certlfr :spouse abuse center:s to receive funds, to 
distribute funds to■ certified center, and to allocate a uniform base 
amount to each certlfled center, In addition to fund!!! allocated 
according to the nllfflber of �•rrlage licenses sold ln e■ch center':s 
catchment ■rea. The lav further provides that spouse ■bus• centers 
mar be established as pri•ate, local, state or federal funds ara 
■vailabla and that any local agencr or organization �•Y apply for 
cartlflcatlon and funding. 

S■ctlon Hi.JO, r.s., authorizes a person to fil• a petl.tlon 
vlth the circuit court alleging spouse abuse and requesting• 
rutralnlnq ord■r. A petition �•Y be flied onlr tf th• p■titloner has 
prevlou■lf filed a complaint or spouse abus■ with a law enforcement 
agency. The law raqulru that certain Information be included ln the 
petition and provide!!l !I petition for'"· ,. n!stnlnlng order must be 
served vlthln 24 hours of its l1uuance 11nd ma! b• ls,ued without • 
hearing, provided on• ls held within 20 day!I f requested by- the 
respond•nt. The person alleging spou:se abuse ls not required to hava 
legal representation nor '"•J the lssuanc• of • restraining order be 
conditioned upon dlvorc• proceedings. 

Under the existing law, the violation of • restraining order, 
vhlch ls Issued by a circuit court, ls a second degree misdemeanor 
vhlch I• h•ndled In county court. 

Section ,ot.15, r.s., sp•clfle• conditions under vhlch a law 
,nforcemant offlcar '"•Y t,,ue an arrest vlthout • warrant. Such an 
arr■st may b• '"ad, when the offlc•r has probabl• c•u•• to b•lieve that 
a person h•s committed a battery upon his spouse and he flnds evidence 
of bodlly hara or he r••sonablf b,lieves that there is danger of 
•lolenc, unless the parson alleged to have CO!l9flltted the batt■rr ls 
arrested. According to statistics maintained bf th• Florida 
D•p•rt'"ent of Law !n(orcemant, :spouse abuse Is one of the �ost 
frequent and person•llT dangerous situations In which officers find 
themselves. The state• lasic l\ecrult Training Course cont•lns no 
specific unit of instruction for handling such investigations. 

Cartaln questions vhlch arls• fr@<luentlJ In situation■ of 
spouse abuse are not addressed In current lav, Including whether or 
not tha court can exclude an •llegedlJ abusive spouse fro� his hous• 
prior to• hearing and whethtr a law enforcement officer can arrest 
soMeon, vlthout a varrent for the violation of a rastr■lning ord•r. 
In nin•te•n states, pollc� '"•Y lssua ■ varrantless arrest If they have 
probable c■use to believe that an abuser has violated a restraining 
order, Lavs In six states re1"ove discretion and Impose a duty to 
arrest whara there ls probable cause to believe th■t spouse abuse has 

r.s.1 

r.s.r 

1. 

2. 

It chang•s th• designation from •spouse abusaR 

to •domestic violence• and modifies the 
definition to re•d •any a■sault, battery, or 
crlffllnal sexual conduct against one's spouse.� 

It provides for district-based funding, 
removes statutory restrlcttona on the 
allocation of funds, and separat,s the 
certification and funding of cent•rs Into 
distinct processe,. 

3. It reinstates a •tatutorr requirement that an 
annual report on tha incidence of do�estlc 
vlole"c• � prepared and submitted to the 
Legislature. 

4. It specUles that tha basic sldlls course used 
for the Initial tr■lnlng of lav enforcement 
offlcars 11ust include at least six hours in 
h3ndllng domestic Ylolence cases and that the 
Florida Court !Mucation Council must provide 
such ln•tructlon for appropriate clrcult court 
judges. 

Th• bill makes the fotlovlng ch•ng,s to s. 741.)0, 

1. tt changes tha designation fro11 •restraining 
order• to •1njunctlon for prot11ctlon.• 

2. tt remove■ the raquirement that • pen;o" �ust
have filed a complal"t of !llpous• abuse vlth 
lav enforcement before she can patltlon the 
court for reliaf. 

), It sp•ciflas that a person �•Y petition for an 
injunction wheth■r or "ot ah• has left her 
house or thert Is enoth■r legal action 
pending, and It •p•clfi•• that bond Is not to 
be r@qulred. 

4. It shortens th• prescribed petition form •"d 
llsts th■ actions vhlch mar be sought by th• 
petitioner. 

'. It directs the clerk 
simplified forms ■nd 
filing �he patltlon, 
by counsel. 

of the court to provide 
to assl•t • parson In 
If •h• h not repr,sented 

, It speclfl@s that filing and service fees are 
to be valved vhen a petitioner signs an 
effld■vlt stating that sh• ha• Insufficient 
funds. 

7. It direct■ tha court to hold a hearing at the 
earliest possible time, provides for personal 
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10. 

11. 

12 

13. 

14. 

service of the petition and hearing notlc■ 
upon th• respondent, �nd directs the clerk of 
the court to glv� th■ petitioner• copy of th■ 
Injunction. 

It authorizes th� court to grant an ■x part■ 
t■�porarr order, pending• full hearing, 
authorizes certain relief vhlch th■ court mar 
provide In ■ddltlon to 1nr relhf th■ court 
deems proper1 authorizes th■ court to take 
oral testi1110nf to 1upport the 1ppllc1tion for 
an ex part■ temporary lnjunctloni and provides 
llmlt1. 

It spaclfles that the title to real est■t■ 1 1 

not affected by actions under this section. 

It authorizes the court to provide c■rtaln 
r■ll■f in an Injunction and lli.l ts any relief 
granted to I fixed period not to exceed one 
year, unless e11tended by the court for • fixed 
perlQd. 

tt lhlits enforcement of the lnjunctlon to 
contempt of court and specifies that e finding 
of conte�pt may Include• fine. 

It provides for an expeditious hearing for • 
person arrested for the violation of ■n 
Injunction for protection. 

When requested by the p•tltloner, It dlrecu 
the court to require lav enforcement to assist 
• petitioner gain custody of her dveltlng or
othervlse assist ln carrying out the
provisions of the court's Injunction. 

It directs the clerk of the court to forvard 
an Injunction to the appropriate lav 
enforcement agency and directs lav enforcement 
agencies to share lnfor�atlon related to tha 
Injunction. 

The bill makes the follovlng changes to chapter ,01, 
r.s., 

1. tt upands the sltuatlol\S In which a la.., 
enforcement off leer may arrast vlthout a 
warrant to Include those t!Mes when h• has 
probable cause to believe that a person has 
violated a doNestlc violence Injunction for 
protection. 

,. 

, .

• • 

'· 

It direct■ an officer to arrest when ha has 
probable cause to believe that a person has 
connlttad �n assault, batterx, or cr!Nlnel 
sexual conduct as an act of doniestlc violence. 

It provides lrnunltr fro� llablllty for 
off leers vho exercise due car■ ln arrestlng 
s0111eone for d0111estlc vlolenc•. 

ft dlracts • lav •nforcem•nt officer ..,ho 
Investigate• 1n all•g■tlon o[ dOftlestlc 
violence to file a report. 

It expands the current mandate that an of[lcer 
advls• a vlctlm of the ••allablllty of a 
shelt•r by having him also provide ■ vrltten 
statement of a vlctla's rights and remedies. 
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11. Fiscal Impact 

A, State 

The requirement that training ln dealing vlth domestic 
violence be developed by the Department of Lav �nforcement and the 
Office of the State Court �dnlnlstr■tor could have a fiscal impact, 
although e1ch agency has a source of funds for developing training 
resources. The Department of Lav !;nforcement Is directed to prepare a 
written statement to distribute to local agencies vhlch would have a 
SNSll fiscal Impact. 

I. Local 

Certain provl�lons in the bill would have■ fiscal Impact on 
local governments, although the exact costs have not been deter•lned. 
These provisions lnclud• th• requlrem•nt that law anforcement officer• 
Make a vritten report for each Investigation of do•estlc violence, th• 
mandate that a lav enforcement officer assist In carrying out th• 
provisions of an Injunction, when requested: tha provision that 
certain Information be forwarded bl the clerk to lav enforcement and 
shared among lav enforceRent agenc es: the mandate that an officer 
arrest upon a finding o! probable cause that domestic violence has 
occurred: ,11nd th• authorization of lav enforcement officers to arrest 
a person vho •lol■tes tha provisions of an Injunction. 

The provision In the bill vhlch removas the misdemeanor 
penalty for the violation of a restraining ordar would eliminate the 
costs assoclato!d vith prosecuting for such Ylol■tlon In crlniln■l 
court, 

C. Private 

CS/HI 105 eliminates the base allocation to spousa abuse 
centers and directs HJ\S to a•••lop an allocation forNula vhich vlll 
differ from the one currentlr In statute. Thll N■Y result In ■ center 
receiving• different ■llocatlon than lt nov receives. However, dua 
to the fact that the allocation of funds would ba district-based und•r 
provlslons of this bill, the declslon to fund■ canter in one part of 
the st•t• vould no longer ,11ffect the allocations to centers In other 
parts of the state. 

Ill. Coinments 

l. 

'· 

L•ck of adequate data on the nature and scope 
of domestic violence has hindered llftProvement 
of lav anforc•�•nt response to the problem. 
,-Ventl-elght state• require lav •nforcement 
■gene es either to ke•p internal records of 
each cas• handled or to file reports vlth 
another agency. 

A l!ll stud! conducted by the Police 
Foundation n �aahlngton, o.c., lndlcat•s that 
1rrest ls ■ more effective police response to 
do�estlc violence than �•dlatlcn bl the pollc• 
officers or s•p■r■tlon of th• part es. There 
vas a recurrence of violence ln 24 percent of 
the cases in which the pertl•s vere separated 
for eight hours, a 17 percent recurrence in 
c•s•s that were mediated, end only■ 10 
parcent relncldenca of violence In cases in 
vhich �rrests were made. 

Prepared by1 leverly Whiddon 

Staff Olrectorz ltand•c• M. Hill 
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I. Summary 

•• Present Situation

OTHEft COMMITTEE OP' REFEJII.ENCE: 
Appropriiltions 

SIMILAR/COMPANION !ILL: 
SB 495 (SI, Hi 805 (S) 

Sections 415.601-115.605, F.S., provide legislative intent, 
defin1t1ons, and describe the process by which spouse abuse centers 
are certified and funded, •spouse abuse• 1s defined as •any assault, 
battery, or other physical abuse by a person upon his spouse,• and the 
term •spouse• include■ persons currently or previoualy married. 
Current law does not address persons who live together as husband and 
w1fe vho are not legally married, although the state's spouse ilbuse 
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1mrnun1ze lilw enforcement officers from suits for damages for any 
action t;1,ken 1n ii 9009 faith effort to enforce the law 

•• Probable Effect of Proposed Changes 

HB 610 amends ss. 415.601-415.608, F.S., changing the
designation from •spouse abuse• to •aomest1c violence• and prov1d1ng 
def1n1tions. •oomest1c violence• 1s defined as •any assault, battery, 
physical abuse, or cr1m1nal sexual conduct against a family or 
household member by another family or household member,• and the term 
•family or household members• includes •spou ses, parents, children,
persons related by consangu1n1ty, or persons Jointly res1d1ng in the 
silme dwelling unit.• The existing netvork of smilll shelters, designed
to shelter spouse abuse victims and their children or other 
dependents, vould also become responsible for the victims of most 
forms of child abuse and violence between adult roommates and boarders
of the s;1,me residence, among others.

The bill also makes the following maJor changes ins. 741.30, 
,.s 

I. 

centers often provide shelter for battered women vho are not legally 

� 

married and pay for such services with funds other than state 

wSection 7tl.JO, P.s., authorizes a person to file a petition , (m 
appropriated funds. 

© 

D 2 

with the circuit court all•�ing spouse abuse and requesting a 
� 

tt provides def1n1t1ons for wdomestic 
violence,� wfam1ly or household members,• 
•victim,• and •spouse.•

It grants any family or household member 
standing in the circuit court to file a 
petition for a restraining order on behalf of 
himself or another victim of domestic restraining order. A petition may be filed only 1f the petitioner has 

d bj VlOlence. previously filed a coaplaint of spouse abuse •,nth a lav enforcement ,-eprodo(..e £S agency. The law requires that certain 1nformat1on be included 1n the S\A.iE pJ,1C\-\� It directs the clerk of the court to provide petition and provides• petition form. A restruning order must be fLORIDA. 
N,\Of S\,1\.\E simplified forms and to assist a petitioner served v1th10 2' hours of its issuance and mar be issued without a DE.Ph.RiME LOIHG not represented by counsel. hearing, provided one 15 held vi thin 20 days 1f requested by the r,,. GRAY 8UI 

� 
respondent, The person alleging spouse abuse is not required to have R, F\.. 3239� lt provides for filing fees and service fees 
legal ,epreuntation nor .ay th■ ,uuance of • restrain,ng order be ,-,1\ao

:
•
i?-

.5. 0 be ••wed [or persons w,th ,nsu<hoent conditioned upon d1 vorce proceedings. Cart.c>o funds. 
ser\es 

Under the existing lav, the violation of a restraining order, /if' / / 0 5 which is issued by a circuit court, is .a second degree mt!ldeme.anor f.J? • 
vh1ch is handled in county court. 

section 901.15, r.s., specifies conditions under vh1ch a law 
enforce■ent officer ••Y issue an arrest without a warrant. Such an 
arrest ■ay be ■ade when the officer has probable cause to believe that 
a per■on has connitted • battery upon his spouse .and he finds evidence 
of bodily harm or he reasonably believes that there 1s danger of 
violence unless th• person alle�ed to have committed the battery 1s 
arrested. According to •tatistics fla1ntained by the Florida 
Department of Lav Enforcement, spouse abuse is one of the most 
frequent and personally dangerous situations 1n which officers find 
themselves. The state's ■as1c Recruit Training course contains no 
specific unit of instruction for handling such investigations. 

Certain questions vhich arise frequently in situations of 
spou■e abuse are not addressed in current law, 1nclud1ng whether or 
not the court can exclude an allegedly abusive spouse from his house 
prior to a hearing and whether a lav enforcement officer can arrest 
s0111eone without a warrant for the violation of a restraining order. 
In nineteen states, police may issue a warrantless arrest if they h;1,ve 
probable cause to believe that an abuser has violated a restra1n1ng 
order. Laws in six state• remove discretion and 1mpose a duty to 
arrest where there is prob.a.ble cause to believe that spouse abuse has 
occurred. Almost half the states impose some duties on law 
enforcement officers responding to domestic disturbance calls, 
including transporting the victim to a shelter, 1nform1ng her of her 
legal options, and stayin� until the danger has passed, Many of the 
laws prescribing such police duties or expanding arrest powers 

6. 

1. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

It removes the requirement that a person must 
have filed a complaint of spouse abuse with 
lav enforcement before she can petition the 
court for relief. 

It shortens the prescribed form for the 
petit1on. 

It authorizes a person to apply for entry of a 
temporary or permanent restraining order. 

It authorizes the court to provide certain 
forms of relief, 1n addition to any relief 
deemed necessary by the court for the 
protection of family or household members, and 
it limits any permanent relief granted to a 
fixed period not to exceed one year. 

It direct• the court to set a hearing for the 
earliest possible time and provides for 
personal service of the hearing notice, 
petition, and any order issued upon the 
respondent. 

It authorizes the court to grant an ex parte 
temporary order vhen a petitioner alleges an 
1111mediate and present danger of domestic 
violence, 

It authorizes the court to order the sheriff 
or other law enforcement officer to assist in 
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12, 

13. 

"· 

15. 

16. 

putting the petitioner in possession of the 
dwelling or provide other assistance 1n 
executing the restraining order. 

It specifies that the title to real estate 1s 
not affected by actions under this section. 

It directs the clerk of the court to forward 
the restraining order to the appropriate 
sheriff and directs law enforcement agencies 
to share information on the existence and 
status of • restraining order. 

It limits the enforcement of a restra1n1ng 
order to contempt proceedings. 

It provides for a person arrested for the 
violation of a restraining order to be held in 
custody and brought before the court as 
expeditiously as possible. 

It directs the clerk of the court to give the 
petitioner a certified copy of any restraining 
order. 

The bill also makes the following major changes in s. 901.15, 

1. It authorizes a law enforcement officer to
arr•st without a warrant when he has probable 
cause to believe that the person has knowingly
violated or refused to comply with a domestic
violence restraining order.

2. It directs an officer to advise domest1c 
violence victims of the availability of a
shelter or other services and of their legal 
rights and available remedies 1n the form of a 
written statement prescribed 1n the b1ll.

II. F1scal l�pact

A. State 

None. 

a. Local 

Certain provisions in the bill would have a fiscal impact on 
local governments, although the e•act costs have not been determined. 
These provisions include the opportunity for a wider population of 
family and household melftbers to seek the court's protection from 
domestic violence, the va1ver of service fees to the sheriff, the 
authorization of the court to order the sheriff or other officer to 
assist the petitioner in executing the pet1t1on, the requirement that 
the clerk forward restraining orders to the sheriff and that 
information be shared among lav enforcement agencies, the requirement 
that a written notice of a victim's rights and remedies be developed 
and distributed by lav enforcement, and the authorization of law 
enforcement officers to arrest a person who violates the provisions of 
a restra1n1ng order. 

The provision in the bill which removes the misdemeanor 
penalty for the violation of a restraining order would eliminate the 
costs associated with prosecuting for such violation in criminal 
court, 

C. Private Sector

Page " 
HB 610 

The provision which allows for the waiver of a service fee 
the sheriff in certain.instances would save the victim such costs. 
The potential great expansion of the population seeking shelter under 
the broad definition of domestic violence and under the provisions 
that other family and household members could be housed with a victim 
could have a large impact on the financial ab1l1ty of the shelters to 
provide needed services. The bill appropriates no additional funds. 

III. Comments 

Through amendment, the definition of "domestic violence• 1n
Chapter 415, F,S., has been narrowed 1n its scope, but the definition 
remains broad in the bill's changes to s. 741.JO, P.S., and includes 
violence between any persons related by blood and any persons vho live 
in the same dwelling. 

IV, 

1. 

2., 3., 

Amendments 

The def1nit1on of "domestic violence" 1n s. 415.602, 
P.S., was changed to read "any assault, battery, or
criminal sexual conduct against one's spouse.• 

, 4. The def1n1tion of •fam1ly or household 
members• vas deleted from this section of the bill, 
as ..,ere other references, in th1s section, to that 
term. 

Prepared by· !everly Whiddon 

Staff Director: Kandace M. Hill 



�5 (0 uJ u 
r,'O;-orlu '('d by 

REVISED: 
F' o� r - '\ ':rti.n� A,�l i---J,'.' 1-S 
D!...P,, ,'H11--r, r 0.- BILL NO. CS/SB 0495 
,, r' ' l .- LI : � 

DATE: April 27, 1984 Tc1 1 ' 11-,, .,, '_-:;_,-, I\ 
Page _l_ 

a··, 

SENATE STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

ANALYST 

l. Roberts ff 
2. 

STAFF DIRECTOR 

Carnes� 

R,:FERENCE 

1. HRS
2. JC!

Al:_T!ON 

Ff.VLCS 

3. 3. AP 

SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR: 

Domestic Violence 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present S1tuat1on:

' 

CS for SB 049� by 
HRS Committee "and 
Senators Castor and Frank 

Section 415.601-415.605 directs the Department of Health and 
Rehab1litat1ve Services to certify spouse abuse centers to 
receive funds, to d1str1bute funds to a cert1f1ed center and to 
allocate a uniform base amount to each cert1f1ed center, 1n 
addition to funds allocated according to the number of marriage 
licenses sold 1n each center's catchment area. The law further 
provides that spouse abuse centers may be established as 
private, local, state or federal funds are available and that 
any local agency or organization may apply for certification 
and funding. Law enforcement officers who investigate an 
alleged incident of spouse abuse may advise the victim of the 
availability of a spouse abuse center's services. 

Section 741.30, Florida Statutes, authorizes a person who has 
previously filed a complaint of spouse abuse with a law 
enforcement agency to file a petition with the circuit court 
alleging spouse abuse and requesting a restraining order. A 
petition form is provided. The person alleging spouse abuse is 
not required to have legal representation nor may the issuance 
of a restraining order be conditioned upon divorce proceedings. 
Violation of a restraining order which 1s issued by a circuit 
court, is a second degree misdemeanor which is handled 1n 
county court. 

Pursuant to section 901.15, Florida Statutes, an arrest can be 
made without a warrent if a domestic violence act is comm1ted 
in presence of officer or when there is bodily harm or danger 
of violence. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

This bill amends ss. 415.601-415.608, Florida Statutes,
changing the designation from "spouse abuse" to ""aomest1c
violence". Domestic violence means any assault, battery, or
criminal sexual conduct against one's spouse. Funding 1s
changed from a center based allocation to a district based
allocatiJn, which allows funding decisions to be made witn�n a
district without impacting on the level of funding state�1de.
An annual reoort on the incidence of domestic violence 1s to oe
submitted to.the Legislature. Invest1gat1ng officers are
required to advise victims of the availability of services at
domestic violence centers. Officers must advise as to legal
rights and remedies available and also must file written
reports. Officer training 1s required on the subJect of
domestic violence.
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Chapter 741, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to provide for an 
n1njunction for protection" instead of a nrestraining order". 

Any person who is a v1ct1m of domestic violence may pet1t1on 
for inJunctive protection. Neither filing a complaint or 
leaving a residence 1s a prerequisite to f1l1ng a petition. 
Bond or security 1s not required to petition. A modified 
petition form 1s provided. Piling and service fees mav be 
waived. Under some circumstances the court may issue an 
exparte temporary 1nJunct1on. Violation of an (nJunction 
constitutes contempt of court instead of a second degree 
misdemeanor. Other relief that the court can gr�nt 1s set out. 
Upon request, an officer may assist petitioner fn carrying out 
the provisions of the 1nJunction. 

If there 1s probable cause, an officer may arrest without a 
warrant even 1f the domestic violence did not occur in the 
officer's presence. Officers are also directed to arrest for 
violation of an inJunction and are given unmun1ty from civil 
liability for good faith arrests. 

II. ECONOMIC IMP!,C_T AND FISCAL_ NO'!'�: 

A. Public:

The base allocation 1s eliminated and the department 1s
directed to develop an allocation formula. This may result 1n
a center receiving a different allocation than 1t now receives.
However, because the allocation of funds will be district based
under the provisions of this bill, the dec1s1on to fund a
center 1n one part of the state would no longer affect the
allocation to centers in other parts of the state.

B. Government:

The training and instruction of law enforcement officers and
circuit Judges on the subJect of domestic violence can be
incorporated 1n existing training programs at no additional
cost to the departments.

The requirements of written reports, written notices of
victim's rights and remedies, assistance 1n carrying out
provisions of an injunction, among other things may impact
local agencies.

I I I • c;Qt-{MENT_� : 

None 

IV. AMENDMEl'l'['S: 
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SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR: 

Domestic Violence CS/SB 495 by 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present S1tuat1on:

HRS Committee, Senators Castor 
and Frank 

Sections 415.601-415.608, Florida Statutes, are Florida's
Spouse Abuse Treatment and Rehabilitation Act and it 1s the
intent of the Legislature to assist in the development of
spouse abuse centers for the v1ct1ms of spouse abuse and to
provide a place wher-e the parties involved may be separated
until they can be properly assisted. Spouse abuse 1s defined
to mean any assault, battery, or other physical abuse by a
person upon his spouse.

The Act directs the Department of Health and Rehabilitative
Service (DHRS) to certify spouse abuse centers, to receive
applications for state funding of spouse abuse centers, and to
evaluate annually each spouse abuse center for compliance with
certain minimum standards. The Act also provides that the DHRS
may conduct research and evaluation on spouse abuse so as to
serve as a clearinghouse for information relating to spouse
abuse.

Marriage license fees collected pursuant to s. 741 which are
directed for the purpose of funding spouse abuse centers shall
be distributed annually by the DHRS to each certified center
according to a specified formula.

Section 415.605 provides requirements which must be complied
with before a facility can be certified and funded as a spouse
abuse center. The main requirements being that the spouse
abuse center serve as a center to receive and house persons who
are victims of spouse abuse and that certain minimum services
be provided to said victims.

Any law enforcement officer who investigates an alleged
incident of spouse abuse may advise the victim of the abuse of
the availability of spouse abuse centers from which the victim
may receive services.

Section 741.01 provides for the issuance of a marriage license
and also provides that a portion of the fee shall be directed
to the DHRS for the purpose of funding spouse abuse centers.

Section 741.30 authorizes a person who has previously filed a
complaint of spouse abuse with a law enforcement agency to file
a petition with the circu1t court alleging spouse abuse and
requesting a restraining order. A petition form is provided.
The person alleging spouse abuse 1s not required to have legal
representation nor may the issuance of the restraining order be
conditioned upon dissolution of marriage proceedings.
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Violation of a restraining order which is issued by a circuit 
court, is a second degree misdemeanor. 

Section 905.15(6) provides that a law enforcement officer may 
arrest a person without a warrant when the officer has probable 
cause to believe that the person has committed a battery upon 
the person's spouse and the officer finds evidence of bodily 
harm or the officer reasonably believes that there is danger of 
violence unless the person alleged to have committed the 
battery is arrested without delay. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill amends Florida's Spouse Abuse Treatment and
Rehab1litat1on Act by changing the term nspouse abuse n to
"domestic violence." "Dcimestic violence" 1s defined as any
assault, battery, or cr1m1nal sexual conduct against one's
spouse.

The funding of the domestic violence centers is changed from a
center based allocation to an allocation made to the 11 DHRS
service districts thereby perm1tt1ng funding decisions to be
made within a d1str1ct without impacting on the level of
funding statewide,

A law enforcement officer who investigates an alleged incident
of domestic violence shall advise the victim of such violence
of the availability of domestic violence centers from which the
victim may receive services. The officer shall also give the
victim notice of rights available 1n the prov1s1ons of s.
901.155.

The bill provides that the DHRS shall furnish to the
Legislature an annual report on the status of domestic violence
in Florida.

New training requirements are also created to prov1de for the
instruction of law enforcement officers in the subJect of
domestic violence and for the establishment of standards for
instruction of circuit court Judges having responsibility for
domestic violence cases.

Section 741.01 is amended to change the term "spouse abuse" to
"domestic violence." Section 741.30 1s substantially reworded
to provide for an inJunction for protection. Any person who is
a v1ct1m of domestic violence may petition the circuit court
for a domestic violence inJunct1on for protection. A person's
right to petition for such an inJunction shall not �e affected
whether or not there is currently pending any other petition,
complaint, or cause of action between the parties or because
the petitioner has left a residence or household to avoid
domestic violence. A pet1t1on for inJunction for protection
form is provided,

Upon the filing of the petition, the court shall set a hearing.
If the court finds an immediate danger of domestic violence
exists, it may grant an ex parte temporary inJunction. The
issuance of an 1nJunct1on shall not require that the petitioner
be represented by an attorney, nor shall 1t be conditioned upon
any dissolution of marriage proceedings or other legal action
between the petitioner and the respondent. The court shall
enforce compliance of the inJunctive relief granted through
contempt proceedings which may include the imposition of a
fine.

The bill expands the application of s. 901.15 to permit a law
enforcement officer to arrest a person without a warrant when
the officer has probable cause to believe that the person has
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knowingly violated or refused to comply with a domestic 
violence 1nJunct1on for protection entered pursuant to s. 
741.30. 

An officer may arrest a person anywhere, whether or not the 
off 1cer has a warrant, if the off 1cer has probable cause to 
believe that the person has committed an act of domestic 
violence as defined 1n s. 741.30(l)(a), although such act did 
not take place 1n the presence of the officer. 

An officer who acts 1n good faith and exercises due care 1n 
making the arrest shall be unmune from civil l1ab1lity that 
otherwise might result by reason of his action. 

The bill creates a new section which imposes certain duties on 
law enforcement officers 1nvestigat1ng alleged incidents of 
domestic violence, 

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:

The bill eliminates the ex1sting base allocation and directs
the DHRS to develop a district wide allocation formula. This
may result in a center receiving a different allocation than it
now receives.

E. Government:

The training and instruction of law enforcement officers and
circuit judges on the subJect of domestic violence can be
incorporated in existing training programs at minimal cost.

The requirements of written reports, written notices of
victim's rights and remedies, and the providing of assistance
in carrying out provisions of inJunct1on for protection, may
produce additional expenses for local agencies.

I I 1 . COMMENTS : 

rt should be noted that in section 8 of the bill the Florida Court 
Education Council 1s directed to establish standards for 
instruction of circuit court Judges and to provide such instruction 
on a pertodic and timely basis. Thts may be viewed as a 
legislative attempt to dictate adm1n1stration of the Judiciary, 
thus raising a separation of powers problem. 

IV. AMENDMENTS:

#1 and #2 by Judic1ary-C1v1l:
Change the words "criminal sexual conduct" to "sexual battery."

#3 by Judiciary-Civil:
Changes language in the committee substitute to that which
currently exists in s. 901.15 to provide that a law enforcement
officer may arrest a person without a warrant when the officer has
probable cause to believe that the person has committed a battery
upon the person's spouse and finds evidence of bodily harm or the
officer reasonably believes that there is danger of violence unless
the person alleged to have committed the battery is arrested
without delay. Also, a law enforcement officer who acts in good
faith and exercises due care in making an arrest pursuant to
subsection (7) shall be immune from civil liablity that otherwise
might result by reason of his action.
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SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR: 

Domestic Violence 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present Situation:

CS/SB 495 by 
HRS Committee, Senators Castor 
and Frank 

Sections 415.601-415.608, Florida Statutes, are Florida's
Spouse Abuse Treatment and Rehab1litation Act and ot is the
intent of the Legislature to assist in the deveiopmert of
spouse abuse centers for the victims of spouse abuse and to
provide a place where the parties involved may oe se�a�ated
until they can be properly assisted. Spouse abuse 1s defined
to mean any assault, battery, or other phys1cal abuse by a
person upon his spouse.

The Act directs the Department of Health and Renab1litative
Service (DHRS) to certify spouse abuse centers, to receive
applications for state funding of spouse abuse centers, and to
evaluate annually each spouse abuse center for compliance with
certain minimum standards. The �ct also provides that the DHRS
may conduct research and evaluation on spouse anuse so as to
serve as a clearinghouse for 1nformat1on relating to spouse
abuse,

Marriage license fees collected pursuant to s. 741 which are
directed for the purpose of funding spouse abuse centers shall
be distributed annually by the DHRS �o each cert1f1ed center
according to a specified formula,

Section 415.605 provides requirements which must be complied
with before a facility can be certified and funded as a spouse
abuse center. The main requirements being that the spouse
abuse center serve as a center to receive and house persons who
are victims of spouse abuse and that certain m1n1mum services
be provided to said victims.

Any law enforcement officer who investigates an alleged
incident of spouse abuse may advise the v1ct1m of the abuse of
the availability of spouse abuse centers from which the v1ct1m
may receive services.

Section 741.01 provides for the issuance of a marriage license
and also provides that a portion of the fee shall be directed
to the DHRS for the purpose of funding spouse abuse centers.

Section 741.30 authorizes a person who has previously filed a
complaint of spouse abuse with a law enforcement agency to file
a petition with the circuit court alleging spouse abuse and
requesting a restraining order. A petition form is provided.
The person alleging spouse abuse is not required to have legal
representation nor may the issuance of the restra1n1ng order be
conditioned upon d1ssolut1on of marriage proceedings.
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Violation of a restraining order which is issued by a circuit 
court, 1s a second degree misdemeanor. 

Section 905.15(6) provides that a law enforcement officer may 
arrest a person without a warrant when the officer has probable 
cause to believe that the person has committed a battery upon 
the person's spouse and the officer finds evidence of bodily 
harm or the officer reasonably believes that there 1s danger of 
violence unless the person alleged to have comm1�ted the 
battery 1s arrested without delay. 

B. Effect of Proposed Cnanges:

The bill amends Florida's Spouse Abuse Treatment and
Rehab1litat1on Act by changing �he term "spouse abuse" to
"domestic violence." "Domestic violence" 1s defined as any
assault, battery, or criminal sexual conduct against one's
spou�e.

The funding of the domestic violence centers is changed from a
center based allocation to an allocation made to the 11 DHRS
service d1str1cts thereby permitting funding decisions to be
made within a district without impacting on the level of 
funding statewide.

A law enforcement officer wno investigates an alleged incident
of domestic violence shall advise the victim of such violence
of the availability of domestic violence centers from which the
v1ct1m may receive services. The officer shall also give the
victim notice of rights available in the provisions of s.
901.155.

The bill provides that the DHRS shall furnish to the
Legislature an annual report on the status of domestic violence
in Florida.

New training requirements are also created to provide for toe
instruct1on of law enforcement officers in the subJect of
domestic violence and for the establishment of standards for
instruction of circuit court Judges having responsibility for
domestic violence cases.

Section 741.01 1s amended to change the term "spouse abuse" to
"domestic violence." Se=tion 741.30 is substantially reworded
to provide for an inJunct1on for protection. Any person who 1s
a victim of domestic violence may petition the circuit court
for a domestic violence 1nJunct1on for protection. A person's
right to petition for such an inJunction shall not be affected
whether or not there is currently pending any other petition,
complaint, or cause of action between the parties or because
the pet1t1oner has left a residence or household to avoid
domestic violence. A petition for inJunct1on for protection
form is provided.

Upon the f1l1ng of the pet1t1on, the court shall set a hearing.
If the court finds an 1mmed1ate danger of domestic violence
exists, 1t may grant an ex parte temporary inJunction. The
issuance of an inJunct1on shall not require that the petitioner
be represented by an attorney, nor shall it be conditioned upon
any d1ssolut1on of marriage proceedings or other legal action
between the pet1t1oner and the respondent. The court shall
enforce compliance of the inJunctive relief granted through
contempt proceedings which may include the impos1t1on of a
fine.

The bill expands the application of s. 901.15 to permit a law
enforcement officer to arrest a person without a warrant when
the officer has probable cause to believe that the person has
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knowingly violated or refused to comply with a domestic 
violence inJunct1on for protection entered pursuant to s. 
741.30. 

An officer may arrest a person anywhere, whether or not the 
officer has a warrant, if the officer has probable cause to 
believe that the person has committed an act of domestic 
violence as defined 1n s. 741.JO(l)(a), although such act did 
not take place 1n the presence of the officer. 

An officer who acts in good faith and exercises due care in 
making the arrest shall be immune from civil liability that 
otherwise might result by reason of his action. 

The bill creates a new section which imposes certain duties on 
law enforcement officers investigating alleged incidents of 
domestic violence. 

II. ECONOMIC_lMPACT AND Fl§�AL NOTE:

A, Public:

The bill eliminates the ex1st1ng base allocation and directs 
the DHRS to develop a d1str1ct wide allocation formula. This 
may result 1n a center receiving a different allocation than it 
now receives. 

B. Government:

The tra1n1ng and instruction of law enforcement officers and
circuit Judges on the subJect of domestic violence can be
incorporated in existing training programs at minimal cost.

The requirements of written reports, written notices of
victim's rights and remedies, and the providing of assistance
1n carrying out provisions of 1nJunct1on for protection, may
produce additional expenses for local agenc1es.

I I I , <;:_OMMEN_'l'_S :

It should be noted that 1n section 8 of the bill the Florida Court 
Educat1on Council 1s directed to establish standards for 
instruction of circuit court Judges and to provide such instruction 
on a periodic and timely basis. This may be viewed as a 
legislative attempt to dictate administration of the Judiciary, 
thus ra1s1ng a separat1on of po�ers problem. 

IV, AMENDMENTS: 



STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES CONTAINED IN 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL _Q495 

1. Law enforcement agency may order an officer to assist
petitioner 1n execution or service of an 1nJunction for
protection.

2. Law enforcement officer may arrest a person without a
warrant if there's probable cause to believe the person
committed an act of domestic violence, whether or not the
violent act took place in the officer's presence.

Committee on Health and Rehab1l1tat1ye S�rv1ces 

'£_ (MA� ';:g_ 'G:u1(t,2.,.;z.
Cha1rill or Staffihr2tor 

C14(4-74) (File 2 copies with Committee Substitutes) 
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A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to domestic violence; amending 

s 415 601, F S ;  prov1d1ng legislative intent; 

amending s 415 602, F S , providing 

def1n1t1ons; amending s. 415.603, F.S., setting 

forth duties and functions of the Department of 

Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services with respect 

to domestic violence, creating s. 415.604, 

F.S , requiring an annual report by the 

department, amending s 415 605, F.S ; 

providing for cert1f1cat1on, decert1f1cat1on, 

procedures for seeking services, and funding of 

domestic violence centers; providing rulemaking 

authority, amending s 415.606, F.S.; providing 

for referral of victims to centers and notice 

of rights; creating s. 415.607, F.S.; requiring 

reports by law enforcement officers, amending 

s 415 608, F.S., providing for confidentiality 

of information, creating s 415 609, F.S , 

requiring that law enforcement officers and 

certain Judges receive certain information and 

training; amending s. 741.30, F.S , providing 

for an inJunction for protection and an ex 

parte temporary 1nJunction for protection, 

providing penalties for violating such 

inJunct1ons; creating s. 741.31, F S 

prescribing relief available through an 

1nJunction for protection, creating s 741.32, 

F.S ; providing for law enforcement officers to

assist in executing or serving such 1nJunction, 

creating s. 741 33, F S · providing for the 

1 
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modification of such inJunction, creating s. 

741.34, F.S ; providing for sending copies of 

such inJunctions to certain law enforcement 

agencies, amending s. 901.15, F.S., requiring 

arrest with or without a warrant in specified 

circumstances, giving immunity from c1v1l 

l1ab1l1ty to certain law enforcement officers; 

amending s. 741 01, F.S ; changing "spouse 

abuse" to 11domestic v1olence 11 to conform to the 

purposes of this act, providing an effective 

date 

13 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida 

14 

15 Section 1 Section 415 601, Florida Statutes, 1s 

16 amended to read: 

17 415 601 Domestic violence S�e�ee a�ttee treatment and 

18 rehab1l1tation; legislative intent.--The Legislature 

19 recognizes that certain persons who assault, batter, or 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

otherwise abuse their spouses and the persons subJect to such 

domestic violence a�ttee are in need of treatment and 

rehabilitation It is the intent of the Legislature to assist 

in the development of domestic violence e�ettee a�ttee centers 

for the victims of domestic violence e�ettee a�ttee and to 

provide a place where the parties involved may be separated 

26 until they can be properly assisted. 

27 Section 2. Section 415.602, Florida Statutes, 1s 

28 amended to read: 

29 

30 415-698.--As used 1n ss. 415.601-415.609 �A�e ae�:

31 

2 
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( 1 ) "Department 11 means the Department of Health and 

Rehab1l1tat1ve Services 

( 2 ) "District" means the county, or comb1nat1on of 

counties, as defined 1n s 20 19. 

1n3ury, 

( 3) 
1
1 Domest1c v1olence 11 means physical harm, bodily 

sexual battery, or assault, between spouses 

( 4) 11Domest1c violence center" means a facility which 

provides services to victims of domestic violence. 

11 Spouse" means a person to whom another person 

is married or a person to whom another person has been married 

and from whom such other person 1s now separated or divorced 

f3t �S�e�ee ae�ee� meafte afty aeea�¼�, ea��ery, er 

e�fter �ftye�eai aeMee ey a �eree� M�e� n�e e�e�ee-

f41 �S�eMee ae�ee eeftter� mea�e a €ae�i��y wft�e� 

�rev%0ee eerv%eee te V%eEtffie ef e�eHee ae�ee and wft%eft ftae 

eeen eerE%fted ey tke de�arEffienE Ee reee%Ve etate fttnae� 

f57 �Y%et%ffl� ffleane any ind%V%d�al e�ffer%n� aeeattlt7 

eatEery7 er etfter �ftye%eal aettee �nfl%eted ey kte e�eHee er 

ferl'!".er e:peHee-

Section 3. 

amended to read· 

Section 415.603, Florida Statutes, is 

415,603 Duties and functions of the department with 

respect to domestic violence e:pettee ae�ee --

( 1) It shall be the duty of the department·

(a) To establish health, safety
L 

and minimum program

requirement standards for certifying domestic violence e:pettee 

e.},ttee centers Ee reee�ve etaEe fttnde. 

(b) To receive and approve or reJect applications for

state funding of domestic violence e�ettee �ettee centers. 

3 
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(c) To receive and approve or reJect applications for

cert1f1cat1on of domestic violence centers eaeft a��lteatteft 

wtth!n 69 aaye e£ reeetpt e£ the applteatton. 

fd7 %0 8tetrt�ttte ic1.nae to a eerttitea eenter wtthtn 

4S aaye after appreval-

llifet To evaluate annually each cert1f1ed domestic 

7 violence epoc1.ee a�c1.ee center for compliance with the rn1n1mum 

8 
standards. The department shall have the right to enter and 

9 inspect the premises of certified domestic violence epoc1.ee 

10 a�c1.ee centers at any reasu .. ....,,...,1.e hour 1n order to effect1 vely 

11 evaluate the state of compliance of such centers with the 

12 prov1s1ons of ss. 415.601-415 609 thte eeetten and rules in 

13 force pursuant thereto. 

14 (2) The department shall prescribe by rule the

15 procedures by which subsection (l) shall be implemented 

16 Without using designated d1str1ct allocated ee���P funds, the 

17 department may: 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

25 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

I a) Formulate and conduct a research and evaluation 

program on domestic violence epettee a��ee and cooperate with 

and assist and participate in programs of other properly 

qual1f1ed agencies, including any agency of the Federal 

Government, schools of medicine, hospitals, and clinics, 1n 

planning and conducting research on the prevention, care, 

treatment, and rehabilitation of persons engaged in or subJect 

to domestic violence e�e�ee a��ee 

(b) Serve as a clearinghouse for information relating

to domestic violence e�e�ee ab�ee 

(c) Carry on educational programs on domestic violence

e�eaee a��ee for the benefit of the general public, persons 

engaged in or subJect to domestic violence e�ettee abaee, 

professional persons, or others who care for or may be engaged 

4 
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in the care and treatment of persons engaged 1n or subJect to 

domestic violence eJ'e'l:lee a�'l:lee. 

(d) Enlist the assistance of public and voluntary

health, education, welfare, and rehab1l1tat1on agencies 1n a 

concerted effort to prevent domestic violence eJ'e'l:lee a8ttee and 

to treat persons engaged 1n or subJect to domestic violence 

epe'l:lee e.:ec1.ee 

Section 4. 

created to read: 

Section 415 604, Florida Statutes, l.S 

415 604 Report to the Legislature --On or before 

January l of each year, the Department of Health and 

Rehab1l1tat1ve Services shall furnish to the President of the 

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a 

report on the status of domestic violence 1n Florida, which 

shall include, but not be l1rn1ted to, the following: 

I 1) 

(2) 

Incidence of domestic violence in this state 

Identification of the areas of the state where 

domestic violence is of s1gn1ficant proportions, indicating 

the number of cases officially reported, as well as an 

assessment of the degree of unreported cases of domestic 

violence. 

( 3) Identification and description of the types of

programs in the state that assist victims of domestic violence 

or persons committing domestic violence upon their family or 

household members, including information on funding for the 

programs 

(4) The number of persons treated by or assisted by

local domestic violence programs receiving funding through the 

department. 

(5) A statement on the effectiveness of such programs

in preventing future domestic violence 

5 
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(6) An inventory and evaluation of existing prevention

2 programs. 

3 (7) A listing of potential prevention efforts

4 1dent1f1ed by the department, the estimated annual cost of 

5 providing such prevention services, both for a single client 

6 and for the ant1c1pated target population as a whole; 

7 1dent1f1cat1on of potential funding sources; and the proJected 

8 b�nef1ts of providing such services 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Section 5 

amended to read. 

Section 415 605, Florida Statutes, 1s 

415 605 Domestic violence 6�ettee a�ttee centers -

(1) In order to be cert1f1ed afta fttftaea under.§_§___

415.601-415 609 ���e ae�, each domestic violence center shall 

(a) Provide a fac1l1ty which will serve as a center to

receive and house persons who are victims of domestic violence 

For the purpose of ss. 415 601-415 609 

�ft!e ae�, minor children and other dependents of a victim, 

when such dependents are partly or wholly dependent on the 

victim for support or services, may be sheltered with the 

victim in a domestic violence epe�ee a��ee center. 

{b) Receive the annual per!ea!e written endorsement of 

local law enforcement agencies�; ana 

fe7 Reee!ve �5 pereent e! !te !�na!n� freffi ene er ffiere 

ieeai; ffi�n½e!pai7 er ee�n�y ee�reee7 p��i½e er pr½va�e

€entr!��t½ene ½n k%na 7 wketker mater!aie7 eeffll'l\ea!t½ee7 

tranepertat!en, ef!iee epaee7 etker tYJ!!lee ef faetiit!ee; er 

pereenai eerv!eee; fflay �e evai�atea ana ee��tea ae part ef tfte 

re�!rea ieeai f�na½n�� 

1£)_fa7 Provide minimum services which shall include, 

but not be limited to, information and referral services, 

counseling services, temporary emergency shelter for more than 

6 
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24 hours, and educational services for community awareness 

relative to the 1nc1dence of domestic violence e�e�ee a8aee, 

the prevention of such violence ae�ee, and the care, 

treatment, and rehab1l1tat1on for persons engaged in or 

subJect to domestic violence e�eaee a8aee. 

1£.lfe7 Participate 1n the prov1s1on of or1entat1on and 

tra1n1ng programs developed for law enforcement officers, 

social workers, and other professionals and paraprofessionals 

who work with domestic violence epeaee aeaee v1ct1ms to better 

enable such persons to deal effectively with incidents of 

domestic violence e�eaee aeaee. 

le I Establish and ma1nta1n a board of directors 

composed of at least three citizens, one of whom shall be a 

member of a local, mun1c1oal, or county law enforcement 

agency 

(f) Comply with rules adopted pursuant to ss. 415.601-

415 609. 

(2) If the deoartment finds that there is failure by a

center to comply with the requirements established under ss 

415 601-415 609 or with rules adopted pursuant thereto, the 

department may deny, suspend, or revoke the certification of 

the center 

c 3 I The annual certificate shall expire on the 

termination date shown on the certificate 

illf3t The domestic violence e�e�ee ae�ee centers 

shall establish procedures pursuant to which persons subJect 

to domestic violence &�e�ee ae�ee may seek services from these 

centers on a voluntary basis 

7 
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f4t Eaen e�ettee ab�ee ee��er ehall nave a �eard 

eeMpeeed e£ a� ieae� �nree et��eel'!.e; el'!.e ef wkem ekai¼ ee a 

member ef a leeal, ffl�l'!.½e½pal; er ee�l'!.�Y law el'!.fereemel'!.� 

a�el'!.ey-: 

(5) Domestic violence centers may be established

throughout the state as private, local, state, or federal 

funds ar& available 

415 609 

(6) In order to receive state funds, a center shall.

(a) Obtain certification pursuant to ss. 415.601-

However, the issuance of a cert1f1cate shall not 

obligate the department to provide funding 

(b) Receive at least 25 percent of its funding from

one or more local, municipal, or county sources, public or 

private Contributions 1n kind, whether materials, 

commodities, transportation, office space, other types of 

facilities, or personal services, may be evaluated and counted 

as part of the required local funding 

illf57(a} All fees collected and appropriated to the 

domestic violence program �l'!.der e-: �4i-9if27 fer epe�ee a9ttee 

ee��e�e shall be d1str1buted annually by the department to 

each district according to an allocation formula determined by 

the department In developing the formula, the department 

shall take into consideration population, a rural and 

geographical area factor, and the 1nc1dence of domestic 

ef �fte apprepr�a�ea f�l'!.ae ekaii 9e a�e�rt8�tea tl'!. �e eaffle 

prepert�el'!. ae �ke !'!.�!Mer ef fflarr�a�e iteel'!.eee eeia tl'!. tfte 

eel'!.ter!e eateluftel'!.t area �eare te the �etal l'!.�ffli,er ef Marr½a�e 

8 
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l eflail be Uat ftaMer eela ta eaefl eeftter!e eatel'\11\eftt area fer

z tfle meet reeeftt year fer wktek eaek ft�ree are avatla&le� 

3 (b) A contract between a district and a cert1f1ed

4 domestic violence center shall contain prov1s1ons assuring the 

5 ava1lab1l1ty and geographic access1b1l1ty of services 

6 throughout the d1str1ct For this purpose, centers may 

7 d1str1bute funds through subcontracts or to center satellites, 

8 provided that such arrangements and any subcontracts are 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

approved by the d1str1ct 

�eateMeftt area� ffleafte tkat �ertteft ef a eeaftty, tke eeaftty7 

tke eeaftttee, er tke atetrtet eervea �y a eerttftea e�eaee 

a�aee eeftter ae e�eetftea tft tte a��lteatteft te �e eerttftea 

aaa a���eve� �y ��e �e���tffleft�� 

(8) The department shall prescribe by rule the

procedures by which subsection (7) shall be implemented and 

may adopt such other rules as are necessary for the proper 

administration of ss 415.601, 415 602, 415 603, 415.604, 

415 605, 415 608, and 415.609 

Section 6 

amended to read. 

Section 415.606, Florida Statutes, is 

(Substantial rewording of section. See 

s. 415.606, F.S., for present text

415 606 Referral to centers and notice of rights --Any 

law enforcement officer who investigates an alleged incident 

of domestic violence shall advise the victim of such violence 

that there is a domestic violence center from which he or she 

may receive services. The law enforcement officer shall give 

the victim immediate notice of the legal rights and remedies 

available The notice shall include. 

9 
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(1) The resource listing, including telephone number,

for the area domestic violence center designated by the 

Department of Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services; and 

(2) A copy of the following statement '1 IF YOU ARE 

THE VICTIM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, you may ask the state 

attorney to file a criminal complaint. You also have the 

right to go to court and file a pet1t1on requesting an 

1nJunct1on for protection from domestic violence which may 

include, but need not be limited to, provisions which restrain 

the abuser from further acts of abuse, direct the abuser to 

leave your household, prevent the abuser from entering your 

residence, school, business, or place of employment, award you 

custody of your minor child or children; and direct the abuser 

to pay support to you and the minor children if the abuser has 

a legal obligation to do so." 

Section 7. 

created to read· 

Section 415.607, Florida Statutes, is 

415 607 Report required.--When a law enforcement 

officer investigates an allegation that an incident of 

domestic violence has occurred, whether or not an arrest is 

made, the officer shall make a written police report of the 

alleged incident The officer shall submit the report to h:s 

supervisor or other person to whom the employer's rules or 

policies require reports of similar allegations of criminal 

activity to be made 

Section 8. 

amended to read· 

Section 415.608, Florida Statutes, is 

415 608 Confidentiality of information received by 

department or domestic violence s�e�se abttee centers.-

Information received by the department or by authorized 

persons employed by or volunteering services to a domestic 

10 
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1 violence center, through files, reports, 1nspection, or 

2 otherw1se, shall be deemed conf1dent1al information and shall 

3 not be disclosed publ1cly 1n such a manner as to identify 

4 individuals or facilities. This information 1s exempt from 

S the provis1ons of s 119 07. 

6 Section 9 

7 created to read: 

Section 415.609, Florida Statutes, is 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

415 609 Training 

(1) The Department of Law Enforcement shall provide a

copy of ss. 415 606 and 415 607 to every law enforcement 

agency in this state on or before January 1, 1985 

(2) The Criminal Justice Standards and Training

Commission shall establish standards for instruction of law 

enforcement officers in the subJect matter of domestic 

15 violence Every basic skills course required 1n order to 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

obtain 1n1t1al certification for law enforcement officers 

shall, after January 1, 1986, include training of a minimum of 

6 hours in handling domestic violence cases 

(3) The Office of the State Courts Administrator shall

establish standards for instruction of circuit court Judges 

who have responsibility for domestic violence cases and shall 

provide such instruction on a periodic and timely basis. 

Section 10 Section 741 30, Florida Statutes, is 

24 amended to read: 

25 741.30 Petition for in7unction for protection eP�eP �e 

26 peeEpa�� a��e�ve e�e�ee; hearing, penalty for violation of 

27 in7unction ep�ep --There shall exist an action known as a 

28 petition for an 1n7unct1on for protection in cases of domestic 

29 violence 

30 (l) A petition for relief under this section may be 

31 made by any person who is a victim of domestic violence as 

11 
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defined in s 415.602(3) on behalf of himself or herself. The 

petition shall allege the existence of domestic violence and 

shall be accompanied by an aff1dav1t made under oath stating 

the spec1f1c facts and circumstances from which relief 1s 

sought Any e�e�ee ae aeftnea tft e- 4±5-69afat wfte ftae £¼lea 

a eefflpla¼nt ef epe�ee ae�ee W¼tft a law enfepeefflen� a�eney er 

tfte elerk ef tfte etreM¼t ee�rt ana wfte f¼±ee a vertfted 

pet¼t¼en alle�tn� epe�ee ae�ee wt�ft �fte elerk ef tfte etPe�tt 

ee�Pt ef tfte eelinty wfteretn tfte person ftltn� tfte vertfted 

petttten reetdee fflay ee enttt±ea te ftave tfte ee�rt tee�e a 

reetratntn� order wttft e�eft terffle and eendtttene ae tfte ee�rt 

aeeffle advteaele wttft reepeet �e �ne iae�e a¼¼e�ee tn �ne 

Pee�Patntn� oPeeP7 tfte �eti�!oneP eka¼¼ ee g!ven an eK�ee!�ee 

keaPin�- �ne vePtf�ea �et:tien eftaii eonta:n tke aate, t�me, 

ane �¼aee e£ �ne a¼¼e�ea e�e�ee aease, tke ¼aw enfepeement 

ageney wn�en inveeti�a�ee tne eom�¼a:nt; ane tke eipe�ffletaneee 

e£ tke e�eaee a�aee wn!ek eeeapree� 

(2}(a) A person's right to petition for an 1n1unct1on 

for protection shall not be affected by his or her leaving a 

residence or household to avo1d abuse. 

(b) A pet1t1on for an in1unct1on for protection may be 

made whether or not there 1s a pending complaint, pet1t1on, or 

other legal action between the parties 

(c) The court shall not require security or bond of

any party to a pet1t1on for an 1n1unct1on for protection 

unless 1t deems that such security or bond is necessary 

because the case 1s exceptional 

illf�t The verified petition shall be in the following 

form· 

12 
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Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared 

Pet1t1oner . (Name) , who was sworn and says that the 

following statement 1s true 

The petitioner alleges nae f�±ee a eeMpia�ft� W%�ft ��-flaw 

eafe�eeffieat ageaeyt��� ai±e�%ftg that petitioner was the v1ct1m 

of domestic violence caused a��eea by respondent person epe�ee 

at (place). on (date) at . (time). 1n the 

following manner· (circumstances). 

A ee�y ef �he eeffl�¼a%at £%le� W%�ft �fte ¼aw eafe�eemea� ageaey 

%e attaeftea �e tft%e pet%t%ea-

(a) The physical 1nJur1es petitioner has suffered as a

result of the violent actions of respondent person epe�ee 

include 

(b) (Mark appropriate section)

Petitioner and respondent now live together and

respondent refuses to leave. 

(c) 

sections ) 

Respondent lives at: . ( address) 

Petitioner seeks: (Mark appropriate section or 

An in1unction restraining any party from committing 

acts of domestic violence, 

13 
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l .An in1unction excluding the respondent from the 

2 dwelling which the parties share or from the residence of the 

3 petitioner. 

4 An in1unction on the same basis as is provided in 

5 chapter 61, awarding temporary custody or establishing 

6 temporary visitation with regard to minor children of the 

7 parties. 

8 An 1n1unction provided as in chapter 61 

9 establishing temporary support for minor children or a spouse. 

10 .An 1n1unct1on directing the respondent to 

11 participate 1n assessment and treatment. 

12 An in1unction providing any terms the court deems 

13 necessary for the protection of a victim of domestic violence, 

14 including inJunct1ons or directives to the law enforcement 

15 agencies. 

16 --:--Pet!:t!:efter ana reepeftaeat ftave tke felleW!:l\� 

17 aet!:eae :peaau'-4! w!:tk tk!:e eel:lrt -

18 ----±e4!al ee:parat!:el\ 

19 ----el:leteay er jl:lYen!:le ffiatter 

20 ----a!:eeell:l�!:ea fa!:vereet 

21 ---:-al:lll!:ty 

22 --:--etker ---faeeer!:ee?---------------------------------------

23 ----Pet!:t!:eaer al\a reepeftael\� fl.ave l\e ae�!:eae �ena!:l\4! 

24 w!:tk t1'u:e eel:lr� .. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

t.it 

--:--Pe�!:t!:eaer kae tke felleW!:l\� ek!:larea !:l\ 

pe�!:t!:eaerle el:leteay wke are tke ek!:larea e£ reepeaaeat

-:--:fname7 a�e, ana e!:rtk aate ef eaek ek!:la7 -----------------

-:-:--:Pet!:t!:eaer kae tfte £el±ew!:a� ek!:l5rea !:l\ 

pet!:t!:eaerle el:leteay wke are aet tke ek!:±Srea ef ree:peaaea�� 

--:-faa�e, a�e, aaa e!:�tk Cate ef eaek ekila al\a ftew pet!:t!:eaer 

14 
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1 

2 

•• Pelatea te eaen eft!l01------------------------------------

fe1 fMe.trk !£ apptrepr!-at.e-1 

3 ��-�Pet!�!ener �en�!nely fee.re V!elenee freffl peepenOent 

4 �pen tfte ent±8tren fer tne fellew!n� reaeene� -----------------

5 --------------------------------------------------------------

6 

7 Pet!t!ener eeeke an eraer reetra!n!n� tfte reepen8ent epe�ee 

8 £reffl ae�e!�� tke pet!t!ener ana prev!O!n� £er any etftep tetrffle 

9 ana eenaitiene tkat tfte ee�Pt aeeffle aavieae±e w!tft peepeet te 

10 �ne faete alle�ea in tfte pet!t!en� 

11 ... (Signature of Petitioner} 

12 Sworn to and subscribed on 19 

13 (Notary Public) 

14 My Commission Expires: 

15 (4) The clerk shall provide simplified forms and

16 clerical assistance to help with the writing and filing of a 

17 petition under this section by any person not represented by 

18 counsel. The clerk shall advise the petitioner that filing 

19 fees will be waived if the petitioner signs an affidavit 

20 stating that the petitioner is indigent or unable to pay such 

21 fees 

22 

23 

24 

25 

illf31 The in1unction for protection PeetPa!n!n� eraer 

shall be served upon the person epe�ee complained against 

within 24 hours after ef its issuance When a petition for 

1n1unct1on for protection alleges an immediate and present 

26 danger of domestic violence, the court may issue, !ee�ee tne 

27 PeetPa!n!n� ePaeP without a hearing, an ex parte temporary 

an

28 1n1unction for protection, which order shall be effective for 

29 

30 

31 

a fixed period not to exceed 14 days, and shall grant relief 

as the court deems proper, including an 1n1unct1on: 

15 
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( a) 

See HB 805 

Restraining any party from comm1tt1ng acts of 

domestic violence, 

lb) Excluding any party from the dwelling that the 

parties share or from the residence of the other party except 

by further order of the court, or 

(C) Granting the remedies provided 1n both paragraph

(a) and paragraph (b).

ill The court7 �£ �e�ee�ea �y �he e�ettee eoffl�la�ftea 

a�a��e�, shall provide a hearing as soon as reasonably 

possible but not later than 14 29 days after the date of the 

pet1t1on or, if a temoorary 1n1unct1on 1s issued, w1th1n 14 

days after the date of the issuance of the 1n1unct1on e�ee�. 

Personal service shall be made upon the respondent not less 

than 5 days prior to the hearing If service cannot be made 

upon the respondent, the court may set a new date Any 

test1mony offered by a respondent 1n a hear1ng on an 

1n7unct1on for protect1on 1s 1nadm1ss1ble in a criminal 

proceeding 

ill The issuance of an inJunction for protection e�eh 

a� eraer shall not require that the party alleging domestic 

violence epe�ee a��ee be represented by an attorney, nor shall 

such 1n7unct1on a ree�ra!�!�� e�aer be conditioned upon any 

dissolution of marriage proceedings or other complaint, 

petition, or legal action between the petitioner and the 

respondent. 

i§lf4t Any person who has been served with an 

1n7unct1on for protection a �ee�ra!�!�� eraeP issued by a 

Judge of the circuit court pursuant to this section e��eee�!ea 

f37 and who knowingly violates or refuses to comply with the 

prov1s1ons of such inJunct1on eraeP 1s guilty of a misdemeanor 

of the second degree, punishable as provided in s 775 082, s. 

16 
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775.083, or s 775 084 A v1olat1on of an 1n1unct1on for 

protection shall also constitute contempt of court and be 

subJect to the penalties therefor When a person prosecuted 

for violation of an 1n1unct1on a �ee��a����� eraer issued 

pursuant to this section 1s ordered to pay a fine, revenues 

6 from the fine shall be collected and disbursed through the 

7 trust fund established in s 741.01. The Department of Health 

9 and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services may also use revenues collected 

g through fines to fund counseling services for the purpose of 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

rehab1l1tat1ng the abusive person e�e�ee. 

Section 11 Section 741.31, Florida Statutes, 1s 

created to read· 

741 31 Relief by the court --

(1) Upon notice and hearing, the court, in the

inJunction for protection, may provide for one or more types 

of inJunctive relief, conditions of bond, or other relief as 

follows 

(a) The restraint of any party from committing acts of 

domestic violence 

(b) The exclusion of the respondent from the dwelling

21 which the parties share or from the residence of the 

22 petitioner 

23 (c) On the same basis as 1s provided 1n chapter 61, 

24 the awarding of temporary custody or establishment of 

25 temporary visitation with regard to minor children of the 

26 parties. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

{d) On the same basis as 1s provided in chapter 61, 

the establishment of temporary support for minor children or a 

spouse 

17 
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1 (e) The prov1s1on of counseling or other social

2 services for the parties, if married, or if there are minor 

3 children 

4 

5 

6 

7 

(f) The requirement that the respondent participate .1.n

treatment or counseling services. 

(g) Other relief as it deems necessary for the

protection of a v1ct1m of domestic violence, 1nclud.1ng 

9 1nJunct1ons or d1rect1ves to the law enforcement agencies, as 

9 provided 1n this section. 

10 (2) Any relief granted by the 1nJunct1on for

11 protect1on shall be for a fixed period not to exceed 1 year, 

12 unless upon pet1t1on of the v1ct1m, the court shall extend the 

13 1nJunct1on for successive fixed periods not to exceed 1 year 

14 Such relief may be granted 1n add1t1on to other c1v1l or 

15 criminal remedies. 

16 Section 12 Section 741 32, Florida Statutes, is 

17 created to read: 

18 741 32 Assistance of law enforcement agencies in 

19 service or execution --When an inJunct1on for protection is 

20 issued, if the petitioner requests the assistance of a law 

21 enforcement agency, the court shall order that an officer from 

22 the appropriate law enforcement agency accompany the 

23 petitioner and assist in placing the petitioner in possession 

24 of the dwelling or residence, or otherwise assist in execution 

25 

26 

27 

28 

or service of the inJunction for protection 

Section 13. Section 741 33, Florida Statutes, 1s 

created to read: 

741 33 Modification of lnJunction.--Upon application, 

29 notice to all parties, and hearing, the court may modify the 

30 terms of an existing inJunction for protection. 

31 

18 
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Section 14 

created to read. 

See HB 805 

Section 741 34, Florida Statutes, is 

741 34 Copy to law enforcement agency --Upon the 

request of the petitioner, an inJunction for protection shall 

be forwarded by the clerk of court within 24 hours to the 

local law enforcement agency with Jurisdiction over the 

residence of the applicant. Each appropriate law enforcement 

agency shall make available to other law enforcement officers, 

through a system for verification, information as to the 

existence and status of any such inJunction for protection 

Section 15 

amended to read 

Section 901.15, Florida Statutes, is 

901.15 When arrest by officer without warrant is 

lawful.--

ill A law enforcement officer may arrest a person 

without a warrant when: 

iiU_fl7 The person has committed a felony or 

misdemeanor or violated a municipal or county ordinance in the 

presence of the officer. Arrest for the commission of a 

misdemeanor or violation of a municipal or county ordinance 

shall be made immediately or in fresh pursuit. 

.1EJ.f21 A felony has been committed and he reasonably 

23 believes that the person committed it. 

24 �f31 He reasonably believes that a felony has been 

25 or is being committed and reasonably believes that the person 

26 to be arrested has committed or 1s committing 1t. 

27 isU_f47 A warrant for the arrest has been issued and 1s 

29 held by another peace officer for execution. 

29 

30 

31 

illf51 A v1olat1on of chapter 316 has been committed 

in the presence of the officer. 

immediately or on fresh pursuit 

19 

Such arrest may be made 
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law enforcement officer shall arrest a person anywhere, 

including at his place of residence, whether or not the 

officer has a warrant, 1f the officer has probable cause to 

believe that the person has committed domestic violence as 

defined 1n s 415 602(3), although the assault or battery did 

not take place 1n the presence of a ea��ery Hpeft �fte pereeft!e 

epeHee ana the officer � 

fat F½nae ev½aenee e£ hea½iy ftarm� er 

tet �fte eff½eer reaeenaeiy hei�evee �na� �nere ½e 

aan�er ef Y½eienee Hnieee �ne pereen al�e�ea �e nave eeMl'ft½t�ea 

�ne �at�ery ½e arree�ea W½�keH� Seiay-

(b) A law enforcement officer who acts in good faith

and exercises due care 1n making an arrest pursuant to 

paragraph {a) shall be 1mmune from c1v1l l1ab1lity that 

otherwise might result by reason of his action 

Section 16. Subsection (2) of section 741.01, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read· 

741 01 County court Judge or clerk of the circuit 

court to issue marriage license; fee 

(2) The fee charged for each marriage license issued

in the state shall be increased by the sum of $10. This fee 

shall be collected upon receipt of the application for the 

issuance of a marriage license The Executive Office of the 

Governor shall establish a trust fund for the purpose of 

collecting and disbursing funds generated from the increase in 

marriage license fees. Such funds generated shall be directed 

to the Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services for 

the specific purpose of funding domestic violence e�ettee �h�ee 

centers, and the funds shall be appropriated in a 11grants-in

a1d 11 category to the Department of Health and Rehabilitative 

20 
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1 Services for the purpose of funding domestic violence e�e�ee 

2 e.1''t!.ee centers 

3 

4 1984. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Section 17. This act shall take effect October 1, 

21 
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***************************************** 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY 

Provides for ass1st1ng v1ct1rns of domestic violence 
Defines terms Prescribes duties of, and requires a 
report from, the Department of Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve 
Services Provides for cert1f1cat1on, services, and 
funding of domestic violence centers. Requires law 
enforcement officers to give v1ct1rns notice of their 
rights, to refer victims to centers, and to submit a 
written report of domestic violence Provides for 
certain 1nformat1on to be conf1dent1al. Requires 
training of law enforcement officers and certain Judges. 
Provides for an 1nJunct1on for protection, and provides 
penalties for violating such 1nJunct1on Sets forth 
types of rel1ef available through such inJunctions and 
requires off1cers on request to help enforce the 
inJunctions. Requires arrest, even without a warrant, 1n 
certain circumstances, and gives arresting officers 
immunity from c1v1l liab1l1ty. 

22 
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A bill to be entitled 

Pn �ct r�l�t1n� to domcst1c violence, ��end1n0 

s. 415 601, F s , prov1d1ng leg1slat1ve intent;

amending s 415.602, F S, providing

def1n1t1ons, amending s 415 603, F S setting

forth duties and functions of t�e Depar�ment of

Healt� and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services with respect

to domestic VH,lence, crea-::1ng s 4:5 604,

F S , requ1r1ng an a�nual report by the

depar�ment, amending s 415 605, F S ;

providing for ce�t:£1cat1on, decert1f1cat1on,

procedures for seeking services, and funding of

domestic violence centers, providing :::-ulemak1ng

a\..thor1ty, amending s 4:S 606, F S ; p:::-o\·1ding

for referral of victims to centers and no�1ce

of rights, amending s 415 608, F S , providing

for co�f:dent1al1ty of 1nformat:on, creating s

415 609, F S ::"equ1r1ng that la·,; er.::"orcement

officers and certain Judges receive certain

information and training, amending a. 7�1 01,

F S , conforming provisions; amending s.

741 30, F S., prov1d1ng for an inJunction for

protection and an ex parte ternpora:ry inJunct1on

for protec�ion, providing pena:ties ::"or

violating such inJunctions, prescr1b1ng relief

available t�rough an inJunct:on ::"or protect:on,

provicing !or law enforcement officers to

assist 1n executing or serving such inJunct1on;

p:::-oviding for sending copies of s·..ich

1n�u�ct1ons to certain law enforce�ent

agencies, amena1:1g s 90: :s, : S , recr,.ar1ng

l 
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arrest with or without a warrant 1n specified 

circumstances, g1v1ng 1�mun1ty from c1v1l 

l1ab1l1ty to certain law enforceme�t cff1cers, 

creating s 901 155, F S, prov1d1ng duties of 

law enforcement officers 1n domestic violence 

1nvest1gat1ons, prov1d1ng an effective date. 

81 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Section 1 

amended to read 

Section 415 601, Florida Statutes, 1s 

415.601 Domestic violence 6�e��e aB�se treatment and 

rehab1l1tat.ion, legislative intent --The Legislature 

recognizes that certain persons who assault, bat�er, or 

otherwise abuse their spouses and the persons subJect to such 

domestic violence ab1:1.se are in need of treatment and 

rehabilitation It is the intent of the Legislature to assist 

in the development of domestic violence spe�se a�tt�e centers 

for the v1ct1ms of domestic violence s�e�se abttse and to 

prov:i.de a place where the parties :i.nvol·,ed may be separated 

until they ca� be properly assisted. 

Section 2 Sect:i.on 415 602, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read 

415 602 Def1n1t1ons e! �e�ms �se� �� ss- ii5-69i-

4i5-698 --As used 1n ss 

( 1) 11Departrr.ent 11 

Rehab12.1tat:ve Services 

415.601-415 609 ���� ae� 

means the Department of Health and 

ill "D1str:.ct 11 mear-.s the cou::1t:6_ or comb1nat1on of 

coun�1es
L 

as cef1ned 1n s 20 19 

(31 11 Domes:.1c v10:.ence 11 :neans an1_ as�au2.:., batter·,, or 

cr:m:i.nal sexual co::1duct a�a1nst one's soouse 

2 

CODIMG w.,J, ,n � � typ• a,e d•l•nans fram •x1'if1n9 law, wo,ds underl,ned are add111ons 
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1 ill 
1'Dornestic ?1olence center 1 ' means a facility dn1c� 

2\ provices services to victims of domestic violence 

3 ill f2t 11 spouse" means a person to whom another person 

41 is married or a person to whom another person has been married 

5] and from whom such other person is now separated or divorced.

6 

7 

8 

f3+ �S�etise abtiseil fflean� any assati±t, bat�e�y, e� 

e�ner �ftys:ea± abtise �y a �e�sen tipeft n:s s�eti�e-

f�' 
·1 �S�etise abtise ee�teril means a fae±±±�Y wn:en

91 �rev:aes ser=±ees te �=et=�� ef s�etise abtise a�a wfi:en nas 

101 Seeft ee��±f:ee ey �ne de�a���e�� te �eee±ve s�ate fti�as-

11 fSi' ��= · =�il �ea�s any =�a:v±�tia± stiffe�±�• assattit, 

12 I batte�y, e� e�her �hys:ea± abtise ±fif±:eted �y h±s s�eti�e e� 

13 I farmer s�etise-

H Section 3 Section �15 603, Florida Stat�tes, is 

15\ amended to read 

16 415 603 Duties and functions of the department with 

171 respect to domestic violence spetise abti�e --

18 

19 

I 1 l 

(a) 

It shall be the duty of the department 

To establish health, safety� and Minimum program 

201 requirement standards for certifying domest'C vio�ence �petise 

211 aeHse centers te �eee±ve state ftiftas 

22 

23 

24 

(b) To receive and aporove or re1ect applicat.ions for

state fu�d1ng of domestic v1ole�ce e�etise abtise centers. 

(c) To receive and approve or reJect apol1cat1ons for

251 certif:cation of oomest1c violence centers e�e� appi:ea�:eft 

261 w±�h±ft b9 day� �f �eee��t ef �he a��l±ea�±eft 

27 fai' �e a:s��=e��e ���as �e a ee�t:f:ea ee��e� w=��=�

281 �S aays afte� a���e¥��-

29I 1£.lfei' To evaluate annually each certified domestic 

301 v1o�ence s�etiee a�bse =en�er for compliance with the �inirrum 

31 l st.andards. The de�art�ent shall have the right to en�er and 

3 
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1n-:pcct the premi-:;es of c_e_:r;_!,1._(_!_,Y:!_2.2!ne�1=_1c _y1:_2_l•�ns:_e_ "'!'<51--t-� 

a�ctse centers at any reasonable hour 1.n order to effectively 

eva:uate the state of compl:._ance of st.:.ch centers •..,.:. th tne 

prov1s1ons of ss �15 601-415 609 �fi�s seet�en and rules 1.n 

force pursuant thereto. 

(2) The aepartment shall prescribe by rule the

procedures by which subsection (1) shall be implemented 

Without using designated d1.str1.ct allocated ee��e� funds, the 

department may 

(a) F0r'T'lulate and conduct a research and e·1aluat1.on

program on domestic violence s�e�se a��se and cooperate w:._th 

and assist and part1c1pate 1.n programs of other properl/ 

qual1.f1.ed agencies, 1�clud1.ng any agency of the Federal 

Government, schools of medicine, hospitals, and clinics, 1n 

planning and conducting research on the prevention, care, 

treat�ent, and rehabilitation of persons engaged in or subJect 

to domestic ?iolence S!'e\::ise a5'd.se 

(b) Serve as a clearinghouse for infcrmation relating

to domestic ',TlOlence epe'd.se a5'd.se 

(c) Carry on educat:onal programs on domestic ,·iole�ce

epe'd.ee ab\::ise for the benefit of the general public, persons 

engagea in or subJect to domestic violence S!'e'd.se abl::ise, 

professional persons, or others who care for or may be engaged 

in the care and treatment of persons engaged 1n or subJect to 

domestic violence spe'd.se ab\::ise. 

Id) Enlist the assistance of public and voluntary 

�ealth, educat:on, welfare, a�d rehabil:tat1on agencies :n a 

concerted effort to prevent domestic violence s�e'd.se ab\::ise a�d 

to treat persons engaged in or sub:ec� to acmesti= v:o:ence 

s��\::i�e aedse 

4 
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SectJ. ::in --l 

created t.o read 

:::iect.1.un '±15.604-, FloL:.da Statutes, is 

�15 604 �epor� to the Leg1slat�re --On or before 

January 1 of each year, the Department of Health and 

Rehab1l1tat1ve Serv:ces shall furnish to the President of the 

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representat1ves a 

report on the status of domestic violence 1n Florida, which 

shall include, but not be l1m1ted to, the following 

( 1) 

( 2) 

Incidence of domestic violence 1n this state 

Ident1:icat1on of the a=eas of the state wrere 

domestic violence 1s of significant proport1ons, 1�d1cat1ng 

the number of cases off1c1ally reported, as well as an 

asse3sment of the degree of �nreported cases of domestic 

violence 

( 3) !dent1f1cat1on and descr1pt:on of the types cf

programs in the state that assist victims of domestic v:olence 

or persons committing domestic violence, 1�clud1ng 1r.format1on 

on fundir.g for �he programs 

(�) The number of persons treated by or assisted by 

local domestic violence programs receiving funding through the 

department 

( 5) A statement on the effectiveness of such prograTs

1n preventing future domestic violence 

( 6) An inventory and evaluation of existing prevention

programs 

( 7) A listing of potential prevention efforts

1dent1f1ed by the department, the es�imated annual cost of 

prov:d1ng such prevention services, oath for a single client 

and for the anticipated target popu�ation as a whole, 

1centif1cation of potential f�nding sources, and the prcJec�ed 

benefits of providing such services 

5 
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1 Section 5 Section "±15 605, Flor:.da Statutes, 1s 

2
1 

amended to read. 

3 415 605 �omest1c v,olence S�e�se �b�se centers --

41 (1) In order to be cert1£1ed a�a €��sea under ss 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

415 t:>01---l:15 009 €.h.t� 11c::�, each Uomest1c violence center 3113.ll. 

(a) Provide a facility which will serve as a cente� �o 

receive and house persons who are y1ct1ms of aomest1c violence 

i �e�e�se a�ttse v:e£.tm� For the purpose of ss _ _:?'_l _S 601_::-

415 609 ��.te ae�, minor children and ot�e� dependents of a 

101 v1ct1m, when such dependents are partly or whollt dependent on 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

the v1ct1m for support or services, may be sheltered �1th the 

victim 1n a comest1c violence s�eHse abtlse center. 

(b) Receive the annual �e�:e6:e written endorsement of

local law enforcement agencies 7 a�a 

fe1 Reee:ve 25 �e�een� ei :ts €Hne.�ng f�em efte eP mePe 

161 ±eea±, ffltt�:e:�a±, e� eett��y sett�ees, �tt�±:e e� ��.t¥a�e� 

171 ee���=Btt�=e�s =� k:�a, w�e��e� �a�e�.ta±s7 ee��eS.t£:es7 

18 ��aRs�e�ta£:en7 e££:ee spaee7 et�e� ty�es ef fae:�:t:es, e� 

19I �e�seRa� se�w:ees, �ay Be ewa�tla�ee ane eeti���e as �a�£ ef ��e 

201 Ee�ti=�ea �eea� �ttRB:ng-

211 i...f.lfe.7 Provide minimum services which shall 1nclue1e, 

22 I but not be l1m:ted to, information and referral services, 

23 I counseling services, temporary emergency shelter for more than 

2�
1 

24 hours, and educational services for comm�nity awareness 

25 relative to tne incidence of domestic violence speHse aBHse, 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

tne pre•·ent1.on of such violence a!:lttse, and the care, 

treatment, and rehabil:tat1on for persons e�gaged :nor 

subJect to domestic violence �peHse aBttse. 

i.s!lfe7 ?art1cipate in the prov1s1on of or:entat1on and 

trai�1�g programs developed for law enforcement off:cers, 

soc:al wor�ers, and other professionals and paraprofess1�nals 

6 
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who wot-k with domestic v1.olen_c� ::lt'6H':S� a.bH::1e v1.ct1.ms to better 

er·�le such persons to deal effect1�eiy �1th 1.�c1dents of 

domestic violence e�e�se aStise. 

w Establish and ma1nta1n a board of directors 

com.E.9.?ed of at least three c1t1zens, one of whom shall be a 

member of a local, mun1c1.pal, or county law enforcement 

agency 

ill Com.ElY_ with rules adopted pursuant to ss 415 601-

415 609 

( 2) If the department finds that there 1s failure by a

center to comply with the requirements es�abl1shed under ss 

415 601-415 609 or with rules adooted oursuant thereto the 

aepartment may deny, susoend, or revoke the cert1.f1.cat10� of 

the center. S�eti�e aea�e ee��e�e ffla� be ee�ae��eke6 

tfi�eagnea� �ne etate ae �E:vate7 :eeat7 eta�e, e� feae�at 

fHRa� a�e avazta�te- ARy teeat a�e�ey e� o�,a�=eat:o� may 

a��iy to �a�tte:�ate :n ee�t:f:eat:e� ana etate iHna:ng-

ill The annual certificate shall automat1cally exp:re 

on the termination date shown on the certificate 

(4)f37 The do�estic violence e�eHee ae��e centers 

shall establish procedures pursuant to which persons subJect 

to domestic violence e�eHee a�Hee nay seek services from these 

centers on a voluntary basis 

f�7 Eaen e�o�ee a��ee een�e� e�a:t �ave a eoa�a 

eo��eeee ef a� teaet tfi�ee e:�zeene 7 one e£ wfiom ekait be a 

�eMe� �£ a :eeat7 ��n:e:�a:7 e� eoH�ty !aw enfeEee�ent 

e.gefl.ey-

(SJ Domestic violence centers nay be established 

�hroughout the state as p=ivate, local, state, or federal 

f�nds are a�a1lable 

I 5 l In o=der to !.'ece1 ·,•e state fu:10.s _,_ a ce�"Cer sha!.l 

7 
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.Gu 

415 609 

Obtain cert1f1cat1on £Ursuant to ss 415 601-

However, the issuance of a certificate shall not 

ool1gate t:le deoa:="tment "':::o orov1ae fu.:").d1nq 

l..£1 Receive at least 25 percent of its funding f�om 

one or more local, rnun1c1oal, or county sources, public or 

:e_r1 va te Contr1but1ons 1n kind, whether materials� 

commod1t1es, transportation, office soace, other t·roes of 

fac1l1t1es, or oersonal services, may be evaluated and counted 

as part of the required local funding 

ill fSt ( a I All fees collected and appropriated tc the 

domestic violence program �?'!.8.e� ;3- �4�-g� f.27 !er S!'e'tiee e.B't:l.se 

ee�te�s shall be d1str1buted annually by the department to 

each district according to an allocation formula determined by 

the deoartment In developing the :ormula, the deoartrnent 

shall consider population, a rural and geographical area 

.,:-actor
_,_ 

and the incidence of domestic vio�ence eer�:£:ea 

eeate�- �ke 6e�a�tmeat ska¼¼ a�ieeate a tta:fe�m ease affle�at 

te eae� ee�t=f=e6 eeftte�� �fie �effla:aae� ef tfle a���o��=ate6 

!tt�as �flali Be 6%st�:ettte6 =� tke seffle ��e�e��=ea as t�e

fl�fflbe� et ma��=age ±±eenses seia :n tfle eente��s eateflmen� 

area Bea�s to tfle tetai �ttffiBe� ef ffia��=a�e �=eense� �oi6 

s�atew±ae- �ke nttm�e� ef marr:e�e ±:eenses sha�l ae �flat 

�ttl'l\ee� ��ia :tt eeefl eeft�e��s eateflfflett� ��ea fd� the m��� 

�eee�t yea� €e� wfl:e� �tteh €:gtt�e� are a��=�a�ie-

(b) A contract between a district and a certified

domestic violence center shall contain orov1s1ons assurl�£ the 

ava:lab1l1ty and aeograoh1c accessib1l1ty of services 

tbroughout t�e district �or �his ourcose, ce�ters Tay 

d:strib�te !�nds thro�qh su�contra�ts or �o cecter �atell·�es, 

prov1aed t:1a,: such ar:::-an_g_ements and any su::iccntracts are 

aporoved by �he d1st=1ct. �e� ��e �tt��eses e€ t�:s �e��=��7 a 

8 
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�eaE�kffleflE ��ea� meatts �kae �e�E±ett �£ a ee�flEy7 €he ee�tt�y, 

E�e ee�nt±es, e� tfie 5±s��=e� se�vee �y a ee�E±�:e6 ��e�se 

a��se eettEe� as e�ee:f:efl :n :£� a���±eat±e� �o Se ee��=i:efl 

ane a���evea �Y tne �e�a�tfflefiE-

.uu The department shall prescribe by rule_____t_r\e 

orocedures by which subsection (7} shall be impleme�ted and 

may adoot such other rules as are necessary for the prooer 

adm1.n1.strat1on of ss 415 601, 415.602, 415 603, 415 604, 

415 605, 415 608, and 415 609.

Section 6 

amended to read: 

Section 415 606, Florida Statutes, 1s 

(Substantial rewording of_section 

s 415 606, F S for present text.} 

See 

�15 606 Referral to centers and notice of rights.--Any 

law enforcement officer who investigates an alleged incident 

of domestic violence shall advise the victim of such violence 

that there 1s a domestic violence center from which he or she 

may receive services The law enforcement officer shall give 

the victim immediate notice of the legal rights and remedies 

available 1n accordance with the prov1s1ons of s 901 155 

Secticn 7 Section �15 608, Florida Stab .. ,tes, is 

amended to read· 

�15 608 Conf1dential1ty of :nforrnation received by 

department or domestic v1ole�ce 9�e��e ee��e centers -

InforMation received by the department or by authorized 

persons employed by O!." "olunteering se!."'fices to a domestic 

v1clence center, t�rough files, reports, inspect:o�, or 

other·.-.- se, snall be a.eemed confiden:.ial :n:c:::-:.a:.ior. and shall 

r.ot ce a:sclosea punl:cly 1n such a �an�er as :o 1dent1fy

1nd1nduals or .:"ac1�1i:.ies ':'his :r.:orr:1at:on is e--::err,pt :ram 

the provisions of s :19.07 

9 
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11 Section 9 

2 created to read 

Section '-115 609, Florida Statutes, 1s 

3 4�5 609 Tra1n1ng --

41 (1) The Department of Law Enforcement shall provide a

S] copy of 3S �15.606 and 901 155 to every law enforcement

61 agency 1n th:s state on or before January 1, :985 

7 ( 2) The Criminal Justice Standards and Tra1n1ng

81 Comm1ss1on shall establish standards for 1nstruct1on of law 

g enforcement officers :n the subJect matter of domestic 

101 violence. Every basic skills course required i.1 order to 

111 obtain 1n1t1al cert1f1cat1on for law enforcement officers 

12 

13 

14 

shall, a=ter January 1, 1986, include tra:n_ng of a m1n1�um of 

6 hours 1n handling domestic violence cases 

( 3 I The Florida Court Education Council shall 

15\ establish standards for 1nstruct1on of c1rcu1t court Judges 

161 who have respons1b1l1ty for domestic violence cases and shall 

171 provide such :nstruction on a periodic and timely basis 

181 Section 9. Subsection (2) of section 741 01, Florida 

19 Statutes, is amended to read 

20[ 741 01 County court Judge or clerk of the circuit 

21 I court to issue marriage license; fee.--

22 

23 

24 

25 

( 2) The fee charged for each marriage license issued

1n tne state shall be increased by the sum of $10 This fee 

shall be collected upon receipt of the application for the 

issuance of a marriage license The Executive Office of the 

26
1 

Governor shal: establ1sn a trust fund for t�e purpose of 

27 collecting and disbursing funds generated from the increase 1n 

281 marriage _icense fees. Such funds ge�erated shall be direc�ed 

29 to the Departrnen� of Health and Rehacil1ta�ive Services �or 

301 the specific purpose of funding domestic violence s�eti9e eeti5e 

31 centers, and t�e !�nas shall oe apprcpr1ated :n a '1 gran�s-1n-

10 
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aid'' category to the Department of Health and Fehab1l1tat1ve 

Services for the purpose of funding domestic violence ��e��e 

ae�se centers 

Section 10 

amended to read. 

Section 7�1 30, Florida Statutes, 1s 

(Substantial rewording of section See 

s 741 30, F S., for present text 

741 30 Petition for 1nJuct1on for protection 

(1) As used 1n th1s sect1�n

(a) 1'Domest1c v1olence 11 means any a;sault, battery, or 

cr1m:nal sexual ccnauct against one 1 s spouse 

(b) ''Spouse'' means a person to whom another perscn 1s

married or a person to whom another person has been marr1ea 

and from whom such person 1s now separated or divorced 

( 2 I There 1s hereby created a cause of action for an 

1nJunction for protection in cases of domestic violence 

(a) Any person, on behalf of himself or herself, who

is the vic�im of any act of domestic violence shall have 

standing in the circuit court to file a sworn petition for a 

domestic violence inJunction for protect�on. 

(�) The sworn petition shall allege t�e ex:stence of 

domestic violence and shall incluae the specific !acts and 

circumstances upon wn1ch relief 1s sought 

(CI �he cause of action may be sot1ght whether or not 

there is current.ly pending any other peti tior., complaint, or 

cause of action between the parties 

(d) The clerk of the court shall provide a copy of

this sect:on, simplified forms, and clerical ass1st.ance for 

the preparation a�d filing of a pet:t1on by any victim not 

rep=esen�ed �y counsel 

ll 
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I e) In the event the v1ct1m shall �ot have sufficient 

funds with ..thich to pay f111ng fees to the clerk of the court 

or service fees to the sheriff and s:gns an aff1dav1t so 

stating, sa1d fees shal� De waived �y the c�erk of the court 

or the sheriff to the extent necessary to process the petition 

and serve t�e 1nJunct1on for protection, subJect to an order 

of the court relative to the payment of said fees 

I fl No bond shall be required by the court for the 

entry of an 1nJunct1on for protection 

(g) A person's right to pet1t1on for an 1nJunct1on for

protection shall not be affected by his or her leaving a 

residence or household to avoid domestic violence 

I 3) �he sworn petition s�all be in subs�antially the 

following form· 

PETITION FOR 

INJUNCTION FOR PROTECTION 

191 Before me, the undersigned authority, ?ersonally appeared 

201 Petitioner (!lame) , wno was sworn and says t�at the 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

following statement 1s true 

I a) 

(b) 

( C) 

Petitioner resides at (address) 

Respondent resides at (address). 

Responcent is a farni�y or householc Member beca�se 

(d) Petitioner has suffered domestic v1�!ence cecause

responcent has: 

I e) Pet:tioner genuine!y fears domestic violence �y 

:responcent. 

If) Petit:oner seeks (I�ar� appropriate section or 

sections ) 

12 
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l An 1nJunct1on restra1n1ng any party from comm1tt1ng 

2 acts of domestic violence 

3 An 1nJunct1on excluding the respondent from the 

4 dwelling which the parties share or from the residence of the 

5 pet1t1oner 

6 

7 

8 

g 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

:s 

29 

30 

31 

An 1nJunct1on on the same basis as 1s prov:ded 1n 

chapter 61, awarding temporary custody or estab�1sh1ng 

temporary v1s1tat1on with regard to minor ch:ldren of the 

parties 

An 1nJunc�1on prov1aed as 1n chapter 61 

establ1sh1ng temporary support for minor children or a spouse. 

An 1nJunct1on directing the respondent to 

part1c1pa�e 1n assessment and treatment 

Fn 1nJunct1on prov1d1ng any terms the court deems 

necessary for the protection of a v1ct:m of domestic violence, 

1nclud1ng inJunct1ons or directives to the law en=orcement 

agencies. 

(�I ( a) Upon the filing of the petition, the court 

shall set a hearing wh1ch shall be held at the earliest 

possible time and shall take precedence over all matters 

except older matters of the same character ?ersonal service 

of the peti�ion and notice of hearing shall be made upon tne 

respondent prior to the hear:ng 

(b) ivhen it appears to t:le court that an :.mmeaiate a:1d

present danger of domestic violence exists, the court may 

grant an ex parte temporary 1nJunction, pending a full 

hearing, and may grant relief as the cour� deems proper, 

1ncluc1ng an 1nJunct1cn 

1 Restra:n:ng a�y party �rom ccm�1tti:1g ac�s of 

aomes�1c �:o�ence. 
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L:.,,.:luU.111½.J ,111y p,tLL'j [t,Jm U10 dw,�ll.111,J Llhtt Lh'

part1es share or from the residence of the other party except 

by further order of the court 

3 Granting temporary custody of a minor child of the 

party seeking the ex parte temporary 1nJunct1on, to that 

party 

(c) In an ex parte hearing for the purpose of

obtaining an ex parte temporary 1nJunct1on, the court may �ake 

oral testimony to support the application for the ex parte 

temporary 1nJunct1on A record shall be made of all oral 

�estimony and �he record shall be maae available to any party 

upon request 

ld) Any ex parte temporary 1nJunct1on shall be 

effective for a fixed period not to exceed 10 days A full 

hearing, as provided DY �his section, shall oe set no later 

than the day when the cemporary 1nJunction shall cease to be 

effective. 

( 5) The sheriff shall serve the inJunction for

protection upon the person complained against within 24 hours 

after its issuance 

(6) The clerk of the court shall provide the

petitioner with a cert1f1ed copy of any inJunct1on for 

protection entered by the court 

( 7) The issuance of an inJunction for protection shall

not require that the party alleging domestic violence be 

represe�ted by an attorney, nor shall s�ch 1nJur.ct1on be 

cond1t1oned �pen any disso:u::ior. of �arr1age proceedi�gs or 

other comp:.a1nt, pet1t1on, or legal action bet·,.reen t.'1e 

pet1tio�er and tne respo�de�t. 

(8) �!oth1ng 1� ::his sec::ion shall af�ect tne title

.real es-i:ate 

H 
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(9) ( a) Upon notice and hearing, the court, in the 

�nJunct1on for protection, may provide for one or More types 

of 1nJunct1ve relief, cond1t1ons of bond, or other relief as 

follows 

1 The restraint of any party from comm1tt1ng acts of 

domestic violence 

2 The exclusion of the respondent from the dwelling 

which the parties s�are or from the residence of the 

petitioner 

3 On the same bas1 s as 1 s provided 1_1 chapter 61, the 

awarding of temporary custody or estaol1sr."11ent of te:r,porary 

v1s1tat1on with regard to minor children of the parties 

4 On the same basis as 1s provided 1n chapter 61, 

establishment of temporary support for �1nor ch1:dren or a 

spouse 

the 

5 The requirement that the respondent participate 1n 

treatment or counseling services 

5 Other relief as 1t deems necessary for the 

protection of a v1ct1m of domestic violence, including 

lnJunctions or directives to the law enforcenent agenc:es, as 

provided in this sect:on 

(b) Any relief granted by the 1nJunct1on for

protection shall be for a fixed period not to exceed 1 year, 

unless upon petition of the victim t�e court snall extend t�e 

inJunction for successive fixed periods not to exceed 1 1ear 

Such relief may be granted 1n addition to other c:vil or 

criminal remedies 

( C) The cour1: shall en:'o:-ce compliance by ':he

�espondet1t to �he i11Jut1ct1on for protection through contempt 

proceedi�gs �nicn may :nclude �he :rnpos1�1on of a fine. '.ny 

15 
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stich f:ne shall be collected �na disbursed to the trust fttnd 

estaol1shed 1n s. 7�1.01 

( d) In the event .:he respondent :s ar�ested oy a peace

officer under authority of s 901 lS(l)(f), he shall be held 

1n custody and brought before the court as expeditiously as 

possible for the purpose of enforcing the 1nJunct1on for 

protection 

(10) When an 1nJunct1on for protection 1s issued, 1f

the pet1t1orer requests the assistance of a law enforcement 

agency, the court may order that an of£1c:r from the 

appropriate law enforcement agency accompany the pet1t10Der 

and assist 1n placing the pet1t1oner 1n possession of the 

dwelling or residence, or otherw13e assist 1n execution or 

service of the 1nJunct1on for protection 

( 11) An inJunct1on for protection shall be forwarded

by the clerk of court w1th1n 24 hours to the local law 

enforcement agency with JUr1sd1ct1on over the residence of the 

applicant. Each appropriate law enforcement agency shall make 

available to other law enforcement officers, through a system 

for ver1f1cation, information as to the existence and status 

of any such inJunction for protection. 

Section 11 Section 901 15, Flor1da Statutes, 1s 

amended to read 

901 15 W�en arrest by officer without wa::::-rant 1s 

lawf•..il 

i.1.1 A law enforcement off1cer �ay arrest a person 

w1 thout a wa::::-::::-ant ·,,rnen 

i....§1ti7 The person has comw1tted a :e�ony or 

�1sde�eanor or v:olated a �un1c:pal or co4nty ordinance :n the 

p::-ese�ce of the o:::cer ;::-res.: fo::- ::he comr:nss1or. cf a 

:6 
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1n1�rlama�1101· or violation of a mt1nicipRl or cot1nty orrl1nance 

shall �e made i�mediately or in fresh p�rsuit 

illf�t A felony has been committed and he reasonably 

41 believes that the person committed 1t 

SI filt31 He reasonably believes that a felony has been 

6[ or 1s being committed and reasonan:y believes that the person 

7
1 

to be arrested has committed or 1s comm1tt1ng 1t. 

8 @f41 A warrant for the arrest has been issued and 1s 

9! held by another peace officer for execution 

101 illf57 A violation of c�apter 316 has been committed 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

in the presence of the officer 

1mmed1ately or on fresh pursuit 

Such arrest may be made 

w The officer �as prcbable cause to believe that t�e 

person has knowingl·/ violated or refused to comply with a 

dom�stic v:olence :nJunct1on for protection entered purs..iant 

to 3 7�1 30 

lli fEi-t {a) Notw1 thstand1ng any 1 aw to the contrary, a 

law enforcement;: officer may arrest a person anywhere, 

incl·..id1n51. at his place of residence, ·..;hether or not the 

20
1 

officer has a warrant, 1£ the officer has probable cause to 

21 believe that the person has committed an assault, battery, or 

22 
I 

cr1m1nal sexual conduct as an act of domestic violence as 

23 defined 1n s 741.30(l)(a), although the assault, battery, or 

241 criminal sexual conduct did not take place 1n the oresence of 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

a Batte�y ti�e� t�e �e�se�!s ��e�se a�a the officer 

tat F±fid� ew:ae�ee ef beff±ty fia��; e� 

fo1 !�e e��:ee� �ease�a�ty ae%±e¥e9 ���� ��e�e :s 

aeR�e� ei Y±e!e�ee ���ess t�e �e�seR a!�e�ea �e �ave ee��=��ea 

t�e ee�te�y :s a��es£ea w:�fie�t ee�ay-

j_.£.)_ A law enforcement of%icer who acts 1n good :a��h 

and exercises due c�re_ ;.n m_ak1ng an arres� ;mrsua::t t.o

17 
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11 paraqr1.ph (<t) 3hal1 be immune from c1v1l _l1ab1l1.ty that 

2 

3 

otherwise might result by reason of his action 

Section 12 Section 901 155, Flor:da Statutes, 1s 

41 created to read: 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

901 155 Invest1.gat1ons of domestic violence, duties of 

officers --

( l) Any law enforcement officer who 1nvest1gates an

alleged 1nc1dent of domestic violence shall advise the v1ct1m 

of such violence that there 1s a domestic violence center from 

which he or she may receive serv1zes The law enforcement 

officer shall give the v1ct1m 1mmea1ate notice of the legal 

rights and remedies available on a standard form developed and 

d1str1buted by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement The 

notice shall include 

( a) The resource listing, includi�g telephone n�mber,

161 for the area domestic violence center designated by the 

17 Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services; 

181 (o) A copy of the following statement ''IF YOC ARE 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

THE VICTIM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, you nay ask the state 

attorney to file a cr1�inal complaint You also have the 

right to go to court and file a petition requesting an 

inJu�ction for pro�ect1on from domestic violence wnic� may 

1nc:�de, but need not be limited to, provisions which restrain 

the abuser from further acts of abuse; di=ect the abuser to 

leave your household, prevent the abuser from entering your 

res1dence, 3c�ool, bus1ness, or place of employment, award you 

custody of ycur minor chila or ch1ldren, and di=ect tne abuser 

to pay support to you ana the m1�or childre� 1£ the abuser has 

a legal obl1gat1on to do so 11
, and 

(c) A ::;opy of s 7'±1 30 
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(2) When a law enforcement officer investigates an 

allegation that an incident of domest1C violence has occu=red, 

whether or not an arrest 1s �ade, the officer shall make a 

�I written police report of the alleged 1nc1dent. The off.:cer 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

shall submit the repor� to his supervisor or other person to 

whom the employer 1 s rules or policies require reports of 

s1m1lar allegations of cr1m1nal act1v1ty to be made. 

Section 13 This act shall take effect October 1, 

1984 
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A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to domestic violence; amending 

s. 415.601, F.S.; providing legislative intent;

amending s. 415.602, F.S.; prov1d1ng 

definitions; amending s. 415.603, F.S.; setting 

forth duties and functions of the Department of 

Health and Rehab1litat1ve Services with respect 

to domestic violence; creating s. 415.604, 

F.S.; requiring an annual report by the

department; amending s. 415.605, F.S.; 

prov1d1ng for certif1cat1on, decert1f1cat1on, 

procedures for seeking services, and funding of 

domestic violence centers; providing rulemak1ng 

authority; amending s. 415.606, F.S.; providing 

for referral of victims to centers and notice 

of rights; amending s. 415.608, F.S.; providing 

for conf1dential1ty of information; creating s. 

415.609, F.S.; requ1r1ng that law enforcement 

officers and certain Judges receive certain. 

1nformat1on and training; amending s. 741.01 1 

F.S.; conforming provisions; amending s.

741.30, F.S.; providing for an 1nJunct1on for 

protection and an ex parte temporary inJunct1on 

for protection; prov1d1ng penalties for 

violating such 1nJunct1ons; prescribing relief 

available through an inJunction for protection; 

providing for law enforcement officers to 

assist in executing or serving such inJunction; 

providing for sending copies of such 

inJunctions to certain law enforcement 

agencies; amending s. 901.15, F.S.; requiring 

1 

l:btc 

1.1 

1. 3

1. 4

1.5 

1. 6

1. 7

1.8 

1.10 

1.11 

1.12 

1.13 

1.14 

1.15 

1.16 

1. 18

1.19 

1. 20

1. 21

1. 23



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

173-538>.-4-4

arrest with or without a warrant 1n specified 

circumstances; g1v1ng immunity from civil 

l1ab1lity to certain law enforcement officers; 

creating s. 901.155, F.S.; prov1d1ng duties of 

law enforcement officers 1n domestic violence 

1nvest1gations; providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 415.601, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

415.601 Domestic violence S�e��e-abtlse treatment and 

rehabilitation; leg1slat1ve 1ntent.--The Legislature 

recognizes that certain persons who assault, batter, or 

otherwise abuse their spouses and the persons subJect to such 

domestic violence abtl�� are in need of treatment and 

rehabilitation. It is the intent of the Legislature to assist 

in the development of domestic violence 3�0tt3e-ebtt3e centers 

for the victims of domestic violence s�ottse-abttse pnd to 

provide a place where the parties involved may be separated 

until they can be properly assisted. 

Section 2. Section 415.602, Florida Statutes, is 

amended to read: 

415.602 Definitions of-te�ms-�sed-t�-ss�-+¼5�69!-

4150668.--As used 1n ss. 415.601-415.609 th•�-aet: 

111 "Department" means the Department of Health and 

Rehabilitative Services. 

( 21 "District" means the county, or combination of 

counties, as defined in s. 20.19. 

1.24 

1. 25

1.26 

l:enc 

1.26 

1.27 

1. 28

1. 31

1. 33

1. 34

1. 35

1. 37

l:los 

1.41 

1. 42

1. 43

1. 45

1. 46

1. 4 7

l:lus 

1. 49

(3) "Domestic violence" means any assault, battery, or l:lus

criminal sexual conduct against one's spouse. 1.51 

2 
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( 41 "Domestic violence center" means a facility which 

provides services to v1ct1ms of domestic violence. 

illfi+ "Spouse" means a person to whom another person 

1s married or a person to whom another person has been married 

1. 54

1. 55

1.57 

and from whom such other person is now separated or divorced. 1.58 

f3+--ns�ottse-ebttsen -mee"s-eny-essettlt,-bettery,-or 1.62 

other-physteel-abttse-by-a-person-tt�e"-hts-s�ottse, 

f4+--ns�ottse-abttse-ee"ter4-mea"s-a-£eetltty-whteh l:los 

�rovtdes-serviees-to-viettms-of-s�ottse-ebttse-and-whteh-has 1.66 

been-eerttf±ed-by-the-de�ertment-to-reeetve-stete-fttnds, 1.67 

+s+--nvtettmtt-meens-any-tndivtdtte¼-sttffertng-essattlt, 1.69 

b8ttery,-or-other-�hysiea±-ebtise-t"f±teted-by-hts-spotise-or 

former-spotlSe7 1.70 

Section 3. Section 415.603, Florida Statutes, is 

amended to read: 

415.603 Duties and functions of the department with 

respect to domestic violence spotise-abtise.--

(l) It shall be the duty of the department:

(a) To establish health, safetyL and minimum program

requirement standards for certifying domestic violence spotise 

abtise centers to-reeetve-state-fti"ds. 

(b) To receive and approve or re1ect applications for

state funding of domestic v1olence spoti3e-abtise centers. 

{c) To receive and approve or reJect appl1cat1ons for 

certification of domestic violence centers eeek-app�teatton 

Ytthin-69-doys-of-�eeet�t-of-the-app±teatio". 

fd+--�o-dtstrtbtite-fti"ds-to-a-eerttfted-ee"ter-wttht" 

45-deys-after-approve±7

(d}fe+ To evaluate annually each certified domestic 

violence spotlse-abtise center for compliance with the minimum 

standards. The department shall have the right to enter and 

J 

1. 7l

1. 72

1. 74

1. 74

1. 75

l:lus 

1. 79

1. 80

l:los 

1. 83

1. 84

2.l

l:los 

2. 3

2.5 

2.6 

2.8 
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inspect the premises of certified domestic violence spotlse 

abtlse centers at any reasonable hour 1n order to effectively 

evaluate the state of compliance of such centers with the 

provisions of ss. 415.601-415.609 t"Ts-se�t±o� and rules in 

force pursuant thereto. 

(2) The department shall prescribe by rule the

procedures by which subsection (1) shall be implemented. 

Without using designated district allocated ee�te� funds, the 

department may: 

(a) Formulate and conduct a research and evaluation

program on domestic violence spetlse-abbse and cooperate with 

and assist and participate 1n programs of other properly 

qual1f1ed agencies, including any agency of the Federal 

Government, schools of medicine, hospitals, and clinics, in 

planning and conducting research on the prevention, care, 

treatment, and rehab1l1tation of persons engaged in or subJect 

to domestic violence spotlse-abtlse. 

(b} Serve as a clearinghouse for information relating 

to domestic violence spotlse-abtlse. 

(c) Carry on educational programs on domestic violence

spotlse-abtlse for the benefit of the general public, persons 

engaged 1n or subJect to domestic v:olence s�otlse-abtlse, 

professional persons, or others who care for or may be engaged 

in the care and treatment of persons engaged 1n or subJect to 

domestic violence spotise-abtlse. 

(d) Enlist the assistance of public and voluntary

2.9 

2.11 

l:lus 

2.13 

2.14 

2.15 

2.16 

2.17 

2.18 

l:lus 

2. 21

2. 23

2. 25

2.26 

2.27 

l:los 

2.30 

2.32 

2.33 

2. 35

2.36 

2.37 

health, education, welfare, and rehab1l1tat1on agencies 1n a 2.38 

concerted effort to prevent domestic violence spotise-abtise and 2.39 

to treat persons engaged in or subJect to domestic violence 2.41 

sp:otise-abtlse. 
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Section 4. Section 415.604, Florida Statutes, is 

created to read: 

415.604 Report to the Leg1slature.--On or before 

January l of each year, the Department of Health and 

Rehabil1tat1ve Services shall furnish to the President of the 

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a 

reoort on the status of domestic violence 1n Florida, which 

shall include, but not be l1m1ted to, the follov1ng: 

( l) Incidence of domestic violence 1n this state.

( 2) Ident1f1cat1on of the areas of the state where

domestic violence 1s of significant proportions, 1nd1cat1ng 

the number of cases officially reported, as well as an 

assessment of the degree of unreported cases. of domestic 

violence. 

( 3) Ident1f1cat1on and description of the types of

2. 42 

l:lus 

2.44 

2.45 

2.46 

l:lus 

l:lus 

2.49 

2.50 

l:lus 

programs 1n the state that assist victims of domestic violence 2.52 

or persons comm1tt1nq domestic violence, 1nclud1ng 1nformat1on 2.53 

on funding for the orograms. 

(4) The number of persons treated bv or assisted by l:lus 

local domestic violence orograms rece1v1ng funding through the 2.55 

deoartment. 

(5) A statement on the effectiveness of such orograms

1r. orevent1ng future domestic violence. 

l:lus 

2.57 

( 6) An inventory and evaluation of ex1st1ng orevent1on l:lus

proarams. 

(7) A l1st1ng of potential orevent1on efforts l:lus 

1dent1f1ed by the department; the estimated annual cost of 2.60 

prov1d1ng such prevention services, both for a single client 

and for the anticipated target populat1on as a whole; 2.61 

1dent1f1cat1on of ootent1al funding sources: and the oro7ected 

benefits of prov1d1ng such services. 2.62 

5 
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Section 5. Section 415.605, Florida Statutes, is 

amended to read: 

2.63 

415.605 Domestic violence S�otlse-abtlse centers.-- 2.65 

(11 In order to be certified ar1el-ft1Mleel under ss. 2.67 

415.601-415.609 t�•�-aet, each domestic violence center shall: l:lus 

(a) Provide a facility which will serve as a center to 2.70

receive and house persons who are victims of domestic violence 2.71 

s�otlse-abttse-vtetiffls. For the purpose of ss. 415.601-�15.609 2.73 

this-a�e, minor children and other dependents of a victim, 2.75 

when such dependents are partly or wholly dependent on the 2. 76

v1ct1m for support or services, may be sheltered with the 

victim 1n a domestic violence �pott�e-ahttse center. 2.78 

(b) Receive the annual pe�todte written endorsement of 2.79

local law enforcement agencies��-aftd 2.80 

fet--Reeetve-25-peree�t-of-tt�-ftt�dt��-from-o�e-or-more 2.81 

ioea± 7-ffltt"tetpa± 7-or-eott"ty-�ottree�7-pttb±±e-or-pr±vate� 

Eo"trtbttt±o"�-+"�kt"d,-whether-fflater±a±�,-eefflffl.odtttes, 

tra"�pertat±o" 7 -e£ftee-�paee,-other-type�-of-faet±tttes,-or 

perso"a±-�ervtees7-may-be-eva±ttated-a"d-eott"ted-as-part-of-the 

reqtitred-±oea±-f�"dt�q� 

i..£.lfdt Provide minimum services which shall include, 

2.82 

2.83 

3.1 

3.3 

but not be limited to, information and referral services, 

counseling services, temporary emergency shelter for more tGan 3.5 

24 hou�s, and educational services for community awareness 3.6 

relative to the incidence of domestic violence �pott�e-abtt�e. 1:los 

the prevention of such violence abtt�e, and the care, 3.9 

treatment, and rehabilitation for persons engaged in or 3.11 

subJect to domestic violence �pott�e-abtt�e. 

ifilfe+ Part1c1pate in the provision of orientation and l:lus 

training programs developed for law enforcement officers, 

social workers, and other professionals and paraprofessionals 

6 
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who work with domestic violence spettse-abttse v1ct1ms to better l:lus 

enable such persons to deal effectively with incidents of 3.17 

domestic violence s�ettse-abttse. 

(e) Establish and maintain a board of directors l:lus 

composed of at least three citizens, one of whom shall be a 3.19 

member of a local, municipal, or county law enforcement 

agency. 3.20 

(fl Comply with rules adopted pursuant to ss. 415.601- l:lus 

415.609. 

(2) If the department finds that there is failure by a 3.22

center to comply with the requirements established under ss. 3.23 

415.601-415.609 or with rules adooted pursuant thereto, the 3.24 

department may deny, suspend, or revoke the cert1f1cation of 

the center. Spottse-abttse-eenters-may-be-estab¼t�hed l:los 

tk�e�qhottt-tke-stete-as-�rTvate,-¼eeal,-state,-or-federa± 3.28 

ftl"ds-are-available,--A"y-±oea¼-age"ey-er-orga"�tatTe"-may 3.30 

a1'1'±y-to-pert±etpete-±n-eert�fieatton-a"d-state-ftlndi"g, 3.31 

(3} The annual certificate shall automatically expire l:lus 

on the termination date shown on the cert1f1cate. 3.34 

ill f3+ The domestic violence si,otlse-atn:1!!le centers 1: l'JS 

shall establish procedures pursuant to which persons subJect 3.38 

to domestic violence spotlse-abtl�e may seek services from these 3.40 

centers on a voluntary basis. 

+4+--Eaeh-�potlse-abtlse-ee"ter-shall-have-a-board

eomposed-of-at-±east-three-ett�tens,-ene-of-whom-shal±-be-a 

member-of-a-lee�±,-mtln�etpal,-or-eotl"ty-law-enforeement 

a�eney, 

(5) Domestic violence centers may be established

throughout the state as private, local, state, or federal 

funds are available. 

(6) In order to receive state funds, a center shall:

7 
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l : l :.;.s

3.46 
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(a) Obtain certif1cat1on pursuant to ss. 415.601-

415.609. However the issuance of a cert1f1cate shall not 

obligate the department to provide funding. 

lb) Receive at least 25 percent of its funding from 

one or more local, mun1c1pal, or county sources, public or 

private. Contr1but1ons 1n kind, whether materials, 

commod1t1es, transportation, office space, other types of 

facilities, or personal services, may be evaluated and counted 

as part of the required local funding. 

ffitS+(a) All fees collected and appropriated to the 

domestic violence program �nder-��-�4¼�9�+�+-�or-!�O�!e-a�tl!e 

�enter! shall be distributed annually by the department to 

each d1str1ct according to an allocation formula determined by 

the department. In develooing the formula, the department 

shall consider population, a rural and geographical area 

factor and the incidence of domestic violence. 

ee�ter,--�he-de�artment-!hall-alloeate-a-tlntform-ba!e-afflotlnt 

to-eaeh-eerttfted-eenter,--�he-remetnder-of-the-a��ro�rteted 

f�nd!-!heli-be-dt!trtbtited-tn-the-!eme-�ro�ortton-�!-�he 

ntlmber-of-marrta9e-lteen!e!-!01d-tn-the-eentet�!-eatenment 

area-bear!-to-the-total-n�mber-of-marrta�e-lteen!e!-!Old 

!tatevtde,--�he-ntimber-of-�arrta9e-lteen!e3-!hall-be-that

nt1mher-3old-tn-eaen-eenter�!-eatehment-area-for-the-�o!t 

reeent-yeer-for-whteh-!�eh-ft9tlre!-are-evatlable, 

(bl A contract between a district and a cert�fied 

domestic violence center shall contain provisions assuring the 

availab1l1ty and geograoh1c accessibilitv of services 

throughout the district. for :his purpose, centers may 

distribute funds through subcontracts or �o center satellites, 

provided that such arrange�ents and any subcontracts are 

l:lus 

3.49 

3.50 

l:lus 

3.53 

3.54 

3.55 

3. 56

l:lus 

3.59 

3.60 

3.61 

3.62 

l:los 

3.65 

3.66 

3.67 

3.68 

3.69 

3.70 

3. 71

3. 72

3. 74

3,75 

approved by the district. For-the-�tlr�ose!-of-tht!-!eetton,-e 3.77 
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�eatehment-area�-mean!-that-portton-of-a-eottnty7-the-eottnty7 

the-eottntte�,-or-the-dt!trtet-!erved-by-a-eerttfted-!pO�!e 

abtt!e-eenter-a!-!peetfted-tn-tt!-appiieatton-to-be-eerttfted 

and-approved-by-the-depertment7 

( 8) The department shall prescribe by rule the

procedures by which subsection (7) shall be implemented and 

may adoot such other rules as are necessary for the proper 

administration of ss. 415.601, 415.602, 415.603, 415.604, 

415.605, 415.608, and 415.609. 

Section 6. Section 415.606, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

(Substantial rewording of section. See 

s. 415.606, F.S., for present text.) .

415.606 Referral to centers and notice of r1ghts.--Any 

law enforcement officer �ho 1nvest1gates an alleged incident 

of domestic violence shall advise the victim of such violence 

that there 1s a domestic violence ce1 :er from which he or she 

may receive services. The law enforcement officer shall give 

the v1ct1m immediate notice of the legal rights and remedies 

available in accordance with the provisions of s. 901.115. 

Section 7. Section 415.608, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

JlS.608 Conf1dent1ality of information received by 

department or domestic violence ��Oti�e-abti�e centers.-

Information received by the department or by authorized 

persons employed by or volunteering services to a domestic 

violence center, through files, reports, inspection, or 

other�1se, shall be deemed confidential information and shall 

not be disclosed publicly in such a manner as to identify 

ind1v1duals or facilities. This information 1s exempt from 

the provisions of s. 119.07. 
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Section 8. Section 415.609, Florida Statutes, is 

created to read: 

415.609 Training.--

(1) The Department of Law Enforcement shall provide a

cooy of ss. 415.606 and 901.115 to every law enforcement 

agency 1n this state on or before January 1
1 

1985. 

(2) The Cr1m1nal Justice Standards and Tra1n1ng

Commission shall establish standards for 1nstruct1on of law 

enforcement officers 1n the sub7ect matter of domestic 

violence. Every basic skills course required 1n order to 

obtain 1n1t1al cert1f1cat1on for law enforcement officers 

shall, after January 1, 1986, include tra1n1ng of a m1n1mum of 

6 hours in nandl1ng domestic violence cases. 

(3) The Florida Court Education Council shall

establish standards for 1nstruct1on of c1rcu1t court Judges 

who have respons1b1l1ty for domestic violence cases and shall 

orovide sue� instruction on a periodic and timely basis. 

Sect1on 9. Subsection (2) of section 741.01, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

741.01 County court Judge or clerk of the circuit 

court to issue marriage license; fee.--

(2) The fee charged for each marriage license issued

1n the state shall be increased by the sum of $10. This fee, 

shall be collected upon receipt of the application for the 

issuance of a marriage license. The Executive Office of the 

Governor shall establish a trust fJnd for the purpose of 

collecting and disbursing funds generated from the increase 1n 

marriage license fees. Such funds generated shall be directed 

to the Department of Health and Re�ao1l1tat1ve Services for 

4.20 

l:lus 

4.24 

4. 25

l:lus 

4. 28

4.29 

4.30 

4.32 

1: lus 

4.34 

4. 35

4.35 

4. 3 7

4.38 

-1. 3 9 

L41 

-1. 4 2 

4.43 

-1.H 

4.45 

the specific purpose of funding domestic •;1olence ��otl�e-abtl�e 4.47 

centers, and the funds shall be appropriated 1n a "grants-in- 4.48 

lJ 
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aid" category to the Department of Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve 

Services for the purpose of funding domestic violence .s�e�.se 

abtt.se centers. 

Section 10. Sect ion 741. 30, Florida Statutes, 1s

amended to read: 

(Substantial rewording of section. See 

s. 741.30, F.S., for present text.)

741.30 Pet1t1on for 1njuct1on for protect1on.-

(l) As used 1n this section:

4.50 

l:los 

4.53 

4.54 

4.57 

l:lus 

4.58 

4.58 

{a) "Domestic violence" means any assault, battery, or 4.59 

cr1m1nal sexual conduct against one's spouse. 

(b) "Spouse" means a person to whom another person 1s 

married or a person to whom another person has been married 

and from whom such person 1s now separated or divorced. 

(2) There is hereby created a cause of action for an

injunction for protection in cases of domestic violence. 

(a) Any person, on behalf of himself or herself, who

is the victim of any act of domestic violence shall have 

standing in the circuit court to file a sworn petition for a 

domestic violence inJunct1on for protection. 

(b) The sworn petition shall allege the existence of

domestic violence and shall include the specific facts and 

circumstances upon which relief is sought. 

(c) The cause of action may be sought whether or not

there is currently pending any other petition, complaint, or 

cause of action between the parties. 

(d) The clerk of the court shall provide a copy of

this section, simpl1f1ed forms, and clerical assistance for 

:he preparation and filing of a petition by any victim not 

represented by counsel. 
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(e) In the event the victim shall not have sufficient

funds with which to pay f1l1ng fees to the clerk of the court 

or service fees to the sheriff and signs an aff1dav1t so 

4.75 

4.76 

stating, said fees shall be waived by the clerk of the court 4.77 

or the sheriff to the extent necessary to process the petition 4.78 

and serve the 1nJunct1on for protection, subJect to an order 

of the court relative to the payment of said fees. 4.80 

(f) No bond shall be required by the court for the 4.81 

entry of an 1nJunct1on for protection. 

(g} A person's right to petition for an 1nJunct1on for 4.82 

protection shall not be affected by his or her leaving a 4.83 

residence or household to avoid domestic violence. 

(3) The sworn petition shall be in substantially the

following form: 

PETITION FOR 

INJUNCTION FOR PROTECTION 

Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared 

Petitioner ... (Name) ... , who was sworn and says that the 

following statement 1s true. 

(a) Petitioner resides at:

(bl Respondent resides at:

.•. ( address I .. . 

... (address) .. . 

4.84 

5.1 

5.2 

5.2 

5.3 

5.4 

5.5 

(c) Respondent is a family or household memoer because 5.5

(d) Petitioner has suffered domestic viole�ce because

responden':. has: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(el Petitioner genuinely fears domestic violence by 

respondent. 

{f) Petitioner seeks: (Mark appropriate section or 

sect ions.) 
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...• An 1nJunct1on restraining any party from committing l:LN 

acts of domestic violence. 5.12 

.... An injunction excluding the respondent from the l:LN 

dwelling which the parties share or from the residence of the 5.14 

pet1t1oner. 

.... An inJunct1on on the same basis as 1s provided 1n 5.16 

chapter 61, awarding temporary custody or establ1sh1ng 

temporary v1s1tat1on with regard to minor children of the 5.17 

parties. 

•..• An 1nJunct1on provided as 1n chapter 61 

establishing temporary support for minor children or a spouse. 

, ... An 1nJunct1on d1rect1ng the respondent to 

participate 10 assessment and treatment. 

.... An inJunct1on providing any terms the court deems 

necessary for the protection of a victim of domestic violence, 

inclL __ ;tg inJunctions or directives to the law enforcement 

agencies. 

(4)(a) Upon the f1l1ng of the petition, the court 

5.19 

5.20 

l:LN 

5.21 

1 :LN 

5.25 

5.26 

5.27 

5.28 

shall set a hearing which shall be held at the earJiest 5.29 

possible time and shall take precedence over all matters 

except old er matters of the same character. Personal service 5.32 

of the pet1tion and notice of hearing shall be made upon the 

�esponde�t prior to the hearing. 3.33 

(o) When it appears to the court that an immediate and 5.34

present danger of domestic violence exists, the court may 5.35 

grant an ex parte temporary 1nJunction, pending a full 

hearing, and may grant relief as the court deems proper, 

including an 1nJunction: 

1. Restraining any party from committing acts of

domestic violence. 

,3 

5.36 

5.37 
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2. Excluding any party from the dwelling that the

parties share or from the residence of the other party except 

by further order of the court. 

(c) Any ex parte temporary inJunction shall be

effective for a fixed period not to exceed 10 days. A full 

hearing, as provided by this section, shall be set no later 

than the day when the temporary inJunction shall cease to be 

effective. 

(5) The sheriff shall serve the inJunct1on for

protection upon the person complained against w1th1n 24 hours 

after its issuance. 

(6) The clerk of the court shall provide the

petitioner with a cert1f1ed copy of any injunction for 

protection entered by the court. 

(7) The issuance of an 1njunct1on for protection shall

not require that the party alleging domestic violence be 

represented by an attorney, nor shall such inJunction be 

conditioned upon any dissolution of marriage proceedings or 

other complaint, petition, or legal action between the 

petitioner and the respondent. 

(8) Nothing in this section shall affect the title to

real estate. 

(9)(a) Upon notice and hearing, the court, 1n the 

inJunction for protection, may provide for one or more types 

of inJunctive relief, conditions of bond, or other relief as 

follow-s: 

1. The restraint of any party from committing acts of

domestic violence. 

2. The exclusion of the respondent from the dwelling

Khich the parties share or from the residence of the 

petitioner. 
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3. On the same basis as 1s provided 1n chapter 61, the 5.66

awarding of temporary custody or establishment of temporary 5.68 

v1sitat1on with regard to minor children of the parties. 

4. On the same basis as 1s provided 1n chapter 61, the 5.69

establishment of temporary support for minor children or a 5.71 

spouse. 

5. The requirement that the respondent participate 1n

treatment or counseling services. 

6. Other relief as 1t deems necessary for the

protection of a v1ct1m of domestic violence, 1nclud1ng 

1nJunct1ons or d1rect1ves to the law enforcement agencies, as 

prov�ded 1n this section. 

(b} Any relief granted by the !OJunct1on for 

protection shall be for a fixed period not to exceed 1 year, 

unless upon pet1t1on of the v1ct1m the court shall extend the 

1nJunct1on for success1ve fixed periods not to exceed 1 year. 

Such rel1ef may be granted 1n add1t1on to other c1v1l or 

cr1m1nal remed1es. 

(c) The court shall enforce compliance by the

respondent to the tnJunction for protection through contempt 

proceed1ngs which may include the impos1t1on of a fine. Any 

such fine shall be collected and d1sbu:sed to the trust fund 

establ1sned 1n s. 741.01. 

(ct) rn the event the responden: 1s arrested by a peace 

officer under authority of s. 901.15(lllfl or (21, he shall oe 

held 1 custody and brought before the court as expeditiously 

as pos�1ble for the purpose of enforc1ng the inJunct1on for 

protection. 

(10) When an 1nJunct1on for protection 1s issued, 1f

the pet1t1oner requests the ass1stance of a law enforcement 

agency, the court shall order that an officer from the 
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appropriate law enforcement agency accompany the petitioner 

and assist 1n placing the pet1t1oner 1n possession of the 

dwelling or residence, or otherwise assist in execution or 

service of the 1nJunction for protection. 

(11) An 1nJunct1on for protection shall be forwarded

by the clerk of court w1th1n 24 hours to the local law 

enforcement agency with Jur1sd1ction over the residence of the 

applicant. Each appropriate law enforcement agency shall make 

available to other law enforcement officers, through a system 

for ver1f1cation, 1nformat1on as to the existence and status 

of any such 1njunct1on for protection. 

Section 11. Section 901.15, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

901.15 When arrest by officer witnout warrant is 

lawful.--

ill A law enforcement officer may arrest a person 

without a warrant when: 

illfit The person has committed a felony or 

misdemeanor or violated a mun1c1pal or county ord1�ance in the 

presence of the officer. Arrest for the commission of a 

misdemeanor or violation of a municipal or county ordinance 

shall be made 1mmed1ately or 1n fresr pursuit. 

J..hlf2+ A felony has been committed and he reasonably 

believes that the person committed it. 

kl_f3+ He reasonably believes that a felony has been 

or 1s being committed and reasonably believes that the person 

to be arrested has committed or 1s committing 1t. 

{d)f4+ A warrant for the arrest has been issued and is 

held by another peace officer for execut1on. 
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(e)+s+ A v1olat1on of chapter 316 has been committed 

in the presence of the officer. Such arrest may be made 

immediately or on fresh pursuit. 

6.38 

6.40 

6. 41

{f) The officer has probable cause to believe that the l:lus 

person has knowingly violated or refused to comply with a 6.43 

domestic violence 1n7unct1on for protection entered pursuant 

to s. 741.30. 6.44 

illf6+{a) Notw1thstand1ng any law to the contrary, a 6.46 

law enforcement officer shall arrest a person anywhere, 

1nclud1ng at his place of residence, whether or not the 

officer has a warrant, 1f the officer has probable cause to 

believe that the person has committed an assault, battery, or 

cr1m1nal sexual conduct as an act of domestic violence as 

defined 1n s. 741.30(l)(a), although the assault, battery, or 

cr1m1nal sexual conduct did not take olace in the presence of 

a-hattery-tlpon-the-�ersonLs-s�o�se-and the officer��

fa+--Ft�ds-evtden�e-of-bodtly-k�rm�-or 

fb+--ihe-offteer-rensonao±y-be¼teves-that-t�ere-ts 

dan9er-�f-vto±en�e-ttn±ess-the-person-a±±e9ed-to-ha�e-eoffl.fflttted 

the-battery-ts-arrested-vtthotlt-de±ay� 

{b) A law enforcement officer who acts 1n good faith 

and e<erc1ses due care 1n �a�1ng an arrest oursuant to 

oaragraoh (a) shall be immune from c1v1l Liab1l1ty that 

otherwise might result by reason of his action. 

Section 12. Section 901.155, Florida Statutes, 1s 

created to read: 

6.47 
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6.49 
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6.60 

6.61 
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901.155 

off1cer-s.--

I�vest1gat1ons of do�estlc v1olence; duties of l:lus 

6.64 

( l I Anv law enforcement officer who 1nvest1gates an 

alleaed 1nc1dent of domestic violence shall advise �he v1ct1m 

cf such 'llOlence that there 1s a domestic 'ltolence center from 

17 

6.66 

6.67 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

173-538A-4-4

which he or she may receive services. The law enforcement 6.69 

officer shall give the victim urunediate notice of the legal 

rights and remedies available on a standard form developed and 6.70 

d1str1buted by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. The 6.72 

notice shall include: 

(a) The resource 1 ist ing, 1nclud1ng telephone number,

for the area domestic violence center designated by the 

Deoartment of Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services; 

(b) A copy of the following statement: "IF YOU ARE 

THE VICTIM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, you may ask the state 

attorney to file a cr1m1nal complaint. You also have the 

right to go to court and file a pet1t1on requesting an 

1n7unct1on for protection from domestic violence whicn may 

include, but need not be limited to, provisions which restrain 

the abuser form further acts of abuse; direct the abuser to 

leave your household; prevent the abuser from entering vour 

residence, school, business, or place of employment; award you 

custody of your minor child or children; and direct the abuser 

to oay suooort to you and the minor children if the abuser has 

a legal obligation to do so''; and 

(c) A copy of s. 741.30.

(2) When a law enforcement officer !nvestiqates an

alleqat1on that an incident of domestic violence has occurred, 

whether or not an arrest 1s made the officer shall ma�e a 

written police reoort of the alleged incident. The officer 

shall submit the reoort to h1s supervisor or other oerson to 

whom the employer's rules or policies require reports of 

Slmilar allegations of criminal act1v1tv to be made. 

Section 13. This act shall take effect October 1, 

1984. 
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n,p,-oduted t,f 
ntlRTDJI\ STATE ARCHIVES 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
R. A. GRAY BUILDING

Tollaha!!o&e, FL 32399-0250 

COOING 

A bill to be entitled Setln J 'f, o.rt.n / 3 ,W1:btc

An act relating to domestic violence; amending 

s. 415.601, F.S.; prov1d1ng leg1slat1ve intent;

amending s. 415.602, F.S.; prov1d1ng 

def1n1t1ons; amending s. 415,603, F.S.; setting 

forth duties and functions of the Department of 

Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services with respect 

to domestic violence; creating s. 415.604, 

F.S.; requiring an annual report by the 

department; amending s. 415.605, F.S.; 

prov1d1ng for cert1f1cat1on, decert1f1cat1on, 

procedures for seeking services, and funding of 

domestic violence centers; providing rulemak1ng 

authority; amending s. 415.606, F.S.; providing 

for referral of victims to centers and notice 

of rights; amending s. 415.608, F.S.; providing 

for confident1al1ty of information; creating s. 

415.609, F.S.; requiring that law enforcement 

officers and certain Judges receive certain 

information and tra1n1ng; amending s. 741.01, 

F.S.; conforming prov1s1ons; amending s.

741.30, F.S.; providing for an inJunction for 

protection and an ex parte temporary inJunct1on 

for protection; providing penalties for 

violating such 1nJunctions; prescribing relief 

available through an inJunct1on for protection; 

providing for law enforcement officers to 

assist in executing or serving such 1nJunct1on; 

providing for sending copies of such 

inJunctions to certain law enforcement 

agencies; amending s. 901.15, F.S.; requiring 
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arrest with or without a warrant 1n specified 

circumstances; g1v1ng 1mmun1ty from c1v1l 

l1ab1l1ty to certain law enforcement officers; 

creating s. 901.155, F.S.; prov1d1ng duties of 

law enforcement officers 1n domestic violence 

1nvest1gat1ons; prov1d1ng an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. 

amended to read: 

Section 415.601, Florida Statutes, 1s 

415.601 Domestic violence S�onse-ah�se treatment and 

rehab1l1tat1on; legislative 1ntent.--The Legislature 

recognizes that certain persons who assault, batter, or 

otherwise abuse their spouses and the persons subJect to such 

domestic violence abtt�e are in need of treatment and 

rehab1l1tat1on. It is the 1ntent of the Legislature to assist 

in the development of domestic violence 3peu3e-abu3e centers 

for the victims of domestic violence 3�eu3e-abuse and to 

provide a place where the parties involved may be separated 

until they can be properly assisted. 

Section 2. 

amended to read: 

Section 415.602, Florida Statutes, is 

415.602 Def1n1tions ef-terms-tlsed-eR-ssa-4±5a68l-

4l5a688.--As used 1n ss._115.601-415.609 thes-aet: 

( 1) ''Department'' means the Department of Health and

Rehab1l1tat1ve Services. 

(2) ''D1str1ct'' means the county, or comb1nat1on of

count 1 es, as d_e f 1 n.�d 1 n____§_. _ _1_ O_._ 19 � 

ill "Domes t_1c v_i_o]._�nce" me_ans _any assault, 

crim1nat sexual conduct against one's spouse. 
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ill ''Domestic violence center M means a fac1l1ty wh!�h 

provides services to vict1ms_Qf domestic viQ].ence. 

illfi!+ "Spouse" means a person to whom another person 

is married or a person to whom another person has been married 

and from whom such other person 1s now separated or divorced. 

f3+--nspetl9e-abtlsen-meafts-afty-as3ati±t7-battery7-er 

other-physt�a±-abtise-by-a-perse�-tipon-his-spetlse7 

f4+--nspotlse-abtlse-eentern-meafts-a-faet±tty-whteh 

prevtdes-servtees-te-vtettms-ef-spetlse-abtlse-and-whteh-has 

been-eerttfted-by-the-departmeftt-to-reeetve-state-ftlftds� 

+s+--nvtettmn-meafts-afty-tfltltvtcltta±-stiffertft�-assatt±t,

battery,-er-other-physteal-abtlse-i�fl±eteO-by-h±3-3petlSe-er 

fermer-spetlse-: 

Section 3. Section 415.603, Florida Statutes, is 

amended to read: 

415.603 Duties and functions of the department with 

respect to domestic violence spetlse-abtlse.--

(1) It shall be the duty of the department:

{a) To establ1sh health, sufetyL and minimum program 

requirement standards for certifying domestic violence spetlse 

abtlse centers to-reee±ve-state-ftlnds. 

{b) To receive and approve or re7ect applications for 

state funding of dornest1c violence spetlse-abtlse centers. 

(c) To receive and approve or reJect �lications for

cert1f1ca_t_19n of domestic violence centers eaeh-app±±eat±en

with±n-68-days-ef-reee±pt-ef-the-appl±eat±en. 

+e+--�e-d±str±btlte-ftlnds-te-a-eert±fted-eenter-wtthtn

45-clays-after-appreva±7

i..9..lfe+ To evaluate annuully each cert1f1ed domestic 

viole�c� spetlse-abtlse center for compliance with the minimum 

standards. The department shall have the right to enter and 

3 
CODING Words ,n ��type ore de!et,ons from ex1st1ng low, words underlined ore oddit1ons. 

1. 54

1. 55

1. 57

1. 58

1. 62

1: los 

1. 66

1. 67

1. 69

1. 70

1. 71

1. 72

1. 74

1. 74

1. 7 5

l:lus 

1. 79

1. 80

l:los 

1.83 

1. 84

2.1 

l:los 

2.3 

2.5 

2.6 

2.8 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

173-538C-4-4

inspect the premises of cert1f1ed domestic violence 9pOtl9e 

obtl9e centers at any reasonable hour 1n order to effectively 

evaluate the state of compliance of such centers with the 

provisions of ss. �J5.6Ql-415.609 tht9-3e�tteR and rules 1n 

force pursuant thereto. 

(2) The department shall prescribe by rule the

procedures by which subsection (1) shall be implemented. 

Without using designated district allocated eenter funds, the 

department may: 

(a) Formulate and conduct a research and evaluation

program on domestic violence spotl3e-abtl3e and cooperate with 

and assist and part1c1pate 1n programs of other properly 

qualified agencies, 1nclud1ng any agency of the Federal 

Government, schools of medicine, hospitals, and clinics, in 

planning and conduct1ng research on the prevention, care, 

treatment, and rehabilitation of persons engaged in or subJect 

to d_om_e_�_t1c violence spet1.se-abtl.se. 

(b) Serve as a clearinghouse for information relating

to Pomestic violence spot1..se-abt1.se. 

2.9 

2.11 

l:lus 

2 .13 

2.14 

2 .15 

2.16 

2.17 

2.18 

l:lus 

2.21 

2.23 

2.25 

2.26 

2.27 

1: los 

( C) Carry on educational programs on domestic v1olence I 2.30

s�et1se-abt1.se for the benefit of the general public, persons 2.32 

engaged in or subJect to domestic violence spet1.se-abt1se, 2.33 

profess1onal persons, or others who care for or may be engaged 2.35 

in the care and treatment of persons engaged in or subJect to 2.36 

dome_5:tic violence spot1se-abt1se. 

(d) Enlist the assistance of public and voluntary 2.37 

health, education, welfare, and rehabilitation agencies in a 2.38 

concerted effort to prevent domestic violence spet1se-abt1.se 
.
and 

I 
2.39 

to treat persons engaged 1n or subJect to domestic violence 2.41 

s�et1se-abtise. 

4 

CODI HG Word,. ,n ............._Jo;� type are- deletions fr•m ex1sl1ng low, word$ underlined ore odd1hons. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

173-538(-4-4

Section 4. 

created to read: 

Section 415.604, Florida Statutes, 1s

415.604 Report to the Legislature.--On or befor� 

January 1 of each year, the Department of Health and 

Rehab1l1tat1ve Services shall furnish to the President of th� 

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a 

report on the status of domestic violence in Florida, which 

shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

ill Incidence of _s:i_omest1c violence 1n �h1�__fil:._ate. 

ill Identlt1c_a_t_1on of the area_s of the state where 

d9_m_�st1c violence 1s of s1qn1f1cant proportions, 1nd1cat1ng 

the number of _cases off1c1ally reported, as well as an 

assessment_Qf the degree of unreported cases �f dom��tic 

violence. 

ill Ident1f1ca_t_1on and d_escription of the types _of 

J2.I..Q_grams 1n th�tate that assist victims of domestic violence 

2.42 

l:lus 

2.44 

2.45 

2.46 

1: lus 

l:lus 

2.49 

2.50 

l:lus 

2.52 

or persons comm1tt1ng domestic violence, 1nclud1ng infor_mationl 2.53 

on funding for the programs. 

ill The number of persons treated by or assisted by 

local _dQ!!)�_!_:;tic violence progru.ms receiving funding through the 

d�artment. 

ill A state�ent on the effectiveness of such programs 

1n preventing future domestic violence. 

ill An inventory and evaluation of ex1st1nq prevent_i9n 

.Q.02filAffiS. 

(7) A listing of potential prevention efforts

1dent1f1�d by the department; the estimated annu�l co�� of 

providing such prevention services, both for a single client 

and for the ant�cJpated target population as a whole; 

1dentif1cat1on of potential funding sources; and the pro7ected 

l:lus 

2.55 

l:lus 

2.57 

l:lus 

1: lus 

2. 60

2.61 

b�nef1ts of providing such services. I 2.62 
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Section 5. Section 415.605, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

415.605 pomest1c violence S�etlse-abtlse centers.--

(1) In order to be cert1f1ed and-fttnded under ss.

415.601-415.609 thts-aet, each do�e�t1c VlQlence center shall: 

(a) Provide a fac1l1ty which will serve as a center to

receive and house persons who are v1ct1rns o_J___g_omest1c violence 

s�otlse-abtlse-vtettms. For the purpose of � 415.601_�415.609 

thts-aet, minor children and other dependents of a v1ct1rn, 

when such dependents are partly or wholly dependent on the 

v1ct1m for support or services, may be sheltered with the 

v1ct1m 1n a dome?t1c violence spetlse-afltlse center. 

{b) Receive the annual pertodte written endorsement of 

local law enforcement agenc1es�;-aRtl 

fei--Reeetve-�5-�ereeRt-ef-tts-ftlncltRg-frem-eRe-er-mere 

±oea± 7-1ntltttetpa±7-or-eotlrtty-�otlre��7-ptibite-er-prtvate� 

€efltrtbtitteRs-tR-ktntl,-wflether-matertais,-eemm.ecltttes, 

traRspertatten7-efftee-spaee,-ether-ty�es-ef-faet±±ttes7-er 

persona±-servtees7-may-be-eva±tlated-ancl-eetlntecl-as-part-ef-the 

reqtltretl-±eea±-ftiRtltn9, 

J..tlftlt Provide minimum services which shall include, 

but not be limited to, information and referral services, 

counseling services, temporary emergency shelter for more than 

24 hours, and educational services for community awareness 

relative to the incidence of domestic violence s�etlse-abtlse, 

the prevention of such violence abtlse, and the care, 

2.63 

2.65 

2.67 

l:lus 

2.70 

2.71 

2. 7 3

2.75

2.76

2.78 

2.79 

2.80 

2.81 

2.82 

2.83 

3 .1 

3. 3

3.5 

3. 6

l:los 

3.9 

treatment, and rehabilitation for persons engaged 1n or I 3.11 

subject to domestic violence spetlse-abtlse. 

(d)fei Part1c1pate in the prov1s1on of orientation and
l 

l:lus 

tra1n1ng programs developed for law enforcement officers, 3.14 

social workers, and other professionals and paraprofessionals 
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who work with dom_(;!st1c _violence si,ot1se-aht1se v1ct1ms to better 11: lus

enable such persons to deal effectively with 1nc1dents of 3.17 

domest1c_y1olence si,ot1se-abt1se. 

W Estq£:)lJ__§.h and ma1ntai_o_ a board of directors \ 1: lus 

composed of at least three citizens, one of whom shall be a I 3.19 

member of a local, municipal, or county law enforce_m!;_nt 

a�. 

ill 

415.609. 

3.20 

Comply with rules adopted pursµant toss. 415.601-11:lus 

I 2 l If the department finds that there 1s failure by a I 3.22 

center to comply with the requirements establ1sh�Q_unQer �� 

415.601-415.609 or with rules adopted pursuant thereto, the 

department may deny, suspend, or revoke the cert1(!C9t1on_qf 

t_he center._ Si,et1se-abt1se-eeRters-may-be-estab±tshecl 

thretl9ketlt-the-state-a3-prtvate,-±eea±,-state,-er-feclera± 

ftinds-are-avat±ab±e7--Any-±eea±-a9eney-or-er9antzatten-may 

app±y-te-parttetpate-tn-eerttfteatten-ancl-state-ftlncltn97 

ill The annual certif_i�ate shall automatically expire 

on the termination date shown on the certificate. 

filf3+ The domestic violence spetlse-abtl3e centers 

shall establish procedures pursuant to which persons subJect 

to domestic violence spetlse-abtlse may seek services from these 

centers on a voluntary basis. 

f4+--Eaeh-spetlse-obtlse-eenter-�ha±±-flave-a-beard 

eempesed-ef-at-±east-three-ettt�ens,-ene-ef-whem-sfla±±-be-a 

member-ef-a-±eea±,-mtlntetpa±,-er-eetlnty-±aw-enfereement 

a9eney7 

ill Domestic violence centers may be established 

throughout the state as private, local, state, or_(ederal 

funds are available. 

ill In order to receive state funds a c_ent�_r shall: 

7 

COOING Words 1n ��type are deletions from eiost1ng law, words underlined are add1t1ans. 

3.23 

3.24 

l:los 

3.28 

3.30 

3. 31

l:lus 

3.34 

l:lus 

3.38 

3.40 

l:los 

3. 4 3

3.44 

l:lus 

3.46 

l:lus 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2B 

29 

30 

31 

173-538C-4-4

w 

415.609. 

Ob�a1n cert1f1cat1on pursu�DLto ss. 415.601-

HQwever, the 1ssuao_ce of a certificate shall_not 

obligate the department to provide funding. 

(b) Receive at least 25 percent of its funding from

one _or more local, mun1c1pal, or county sources, publ1� or 

gr1vat�
_,. 

Contr1Put1QDS 1n kind whether materials 

commod1t1es, transportation, office space, other types of 

fac1lit1es, or personal services, may be evaluated and_counted 

as part of the required local funding. 

illfS}(a) All fees collected and appropriated to the 

domestic violence program tlflder-97-?4l78lf2+-for-9�otlse-abtlse 

eenters shall be d1str1buted annually by the department to 

each dis_t_r1ct according to an allocation formula determined by 

the de.2_artment. In developing the formula, the department 

shall consider population, a rural and geographical �rea 

factor and the incidence of domestic violence. eerttfted 

eenter7--�he-department-sha±±-a±±eeate-a-tlntferm-ba3e-ametlnt 

te-eaeh-eerttfted-eenter7--�fle-remainder-ef-the-appreprtated 

ftintls-sha±±-be-distribtlted-1:n-the-same-pre�ertien-as-the 

ntlmber-ef-marrtage-±teenses-sO±d-tn-the-eenter Ls-eat�flment 

area-bears-to-the-teta±-ntimber-ef-marrtage-±teenses-se±rl 

statewttle7--�he-ntlmber-ef-marrtage-±teenses-sha±±-be-that 

n�mber-�e±d-�n-eaeh-eenter L�-eatehrnent-area-for-th�-mest 

reeent-year-fer-whteh-stieh-ftgtlres-are-avat±ab±e7 

(b) A contract between a district and a certified

domestic violence center shall contain provisions assuring the 

availability and geographic accessibil1ty_of_ s�_rv__1ce_s 

throughout the d1str1ct. For this purpose, centers may 

d1st_ribute _f_unds through subcontracts or to center satellites, 

provided that such arrangements and any subcontra�ts are 

l:lus 

3.49 

3.50 

l:lus 

3.53 

3.54 

3.55 

3.56 

l:lus 

3.59 

3.60 

3.61 
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lleatehment-areall-means-that-portten-ef-a-eetlnty7-the-eetlnty, 

the-eetlnttes,-er-the-dtstrtet-servetl-by-a-eerttfted-s�etlse 

abtise-eenter-as-s�eeified-tn-tts-app±teatten-te-be-eerttfted 

and-approved-by-the-department� 

.uu The department shall prescribe by rule the 

procedures by which subsection (7) shall be 1mplemeoted and 

may adopt such other rules as are necessary for the proper 

admin1stration of ss. 415.601, 415.602, 415.603, 415.604, 

415.605, 415.608, ang315.60_9_, 

Section 6. 

amended to read: 

Section 415.606, Florida Statutes, 1s 

(Substantial rewording of section. See 

�- 415.606, F.S., for present text.) 

415.606 Referral to centers and notice of r1ghts.--Any 

law enforcement officer who investigates an alleged incident 

of domestic violence shall advise the victim of such violence 

that there is a domestic violence center from which he or she 

may receive services. The law enforcement officer shall give 

the victim immediate notice of the legal rights and remedies 

available in accordance with the provisions of s. 901.115. 

Section 7. Section 415.608, Florida Statutes, is 

amended to read: 

415.608 Confidentiality of information received by 

department or domestic violence 3P0tl3e-abtl3e centers.-

Information received by the department or by authorized 

persons employed by or volunteering services to a domestic 

v1ql�n�� center, through files, reports, inspection, or 

otherwise, shall be deemed confidential information and shall 

not be disclosed publicly in such a manner as to identify 

1ndividuals or facilities. Th1s 1nformat1on 1s exempt from 

the provisions of s. 119.07. 
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Section 8. 

creuted to reod: 

Section 415.609, Florida Statutes, 1s 

415.609 Tra1n1ng.--

(l) The Department of Law Enforcement shall provide a

copy of ss. 415.606 and 901.115 to every law enforcement 

agency 1n this state on or before January 1, 198��

ill The Cr1m1nal Justice Standards and Tra1n1ng 

Comm1ss1on shall establish standards for 1nstruct1on of law 

enforcement officers 1n __ tfls! _ _  �1!.Q.]ect matter of dome_�_!_J._�

violence. Every basic skills course required 1n_o_r_Q_g_r:_ to

obtain in1t1al certification for law enforcement officers 

�hall, after January 1, 1986, include tra1n1ng of a m1n1mum of 

6 hours in handling domestic violence cases. 

ill The Florida Court Education Council shall 

establish stand�rds for 1nstruct1on of circuit court Judges 

who have responsibility for domestic violence cases_�nd �hall 

provide such instruction on a periodic and timely ba�i�. 

Section 9. Subsection (2) of section 741.0l, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

741.01 County court Judge or clerk of the circuit 

court to issue marriage license; fee.--

(2) The fee charged for each marriage license issued

1n the state shall be increased by the sum of $10. This fee 

shall be collected upon receipt of the application for the 

issuance of a marriage license. The Executive Office of the 

Governor shall establish a trust fund for the purpose of 

collecting and d1sburs1ng funds generated from the increase in 

marriage license fees. Such funds generated shall be directed 

to the Department of Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services for 

the specific purpose of funding domestic violence 9petlse-abtlse 

centers, and the funds shall be appropriated 1n a '1grants-in-

lO 
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aid'' category to the Department of Health and Rehab1l1tat1ve 

Services for the purpose of funding domestic violence spet:1.se 

abt:1.se centers. 

Section 10. Section 741.30, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

(Substantial rewording of section. See 

s. 741.30, F.S., for presen_t __ t_ext.)

741.30 Pet1t1on for injuct1on for protect1on.-

(l) As used 1n this section:

4.50 

l:los 

4.53 

4.54 

4.57 

l:lus 

4.58 

4.58 

(a) ''Domest1c violence'' means any assault, battery, orl 4.59

cr1m1nal sexual conduct against one's spouse. 

(bl ''Spouse'' means a person to whom another person 1s 

married or a person to whom another person has been married 

and from whom such person 1s now separated or divorced. 

( 2 I There is hereby created a cause of action for an 

inJunction for protection in cases of domestic violence. 

(a) Any person, on behalf of himself or herself, who

is the victim of any act of domestic violence shall have 

standing in the circuit court to file a sworn petition for a 

domestic violence inJunction for protection. 

(b) The sworn petition shall allege the existence of

domestic violence and shall include the specific facts and 

circumstances upon which relief is sought. 

(c) The cause of action may be sought whether or not

there is currently pending any other pet1t1on, complaint, or 

cause of action between the parties. 

{d) The clerk of the court shall provide a copy of 

this section, simplified forms, and clerical assistance for 

the preparation and filing of a petition by any victim not 

represented by counsel. 
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(e) In the event the v1ct1m shall not have suff1c1ent 4.75 

funds with which to pay f1l1ng fees to the clerk of the court I 4.76 

or service fees to the sheriff and signs an aff1dav1t so 

stating, said fees shall be waived by the clerk of the court 4.77 

or the sheriff to the extent necessary to process the pet1t1on 4.78 

and serve the 1nJunct1on for protection, subJect to an order 

of the court relative to the payment of said fees. 4.80 

(f) No bond shall be required by the court for the 4.81 

entry of an inJunct1on for protection. 

(g) A person's right to petition for an 1nJunct1on for 4.82

protection shall not be affected by his or her leaving a 4.83 

residence or household to avoid domestic violence. 

(3) The sworn petition shall be in substantially the

following form: 

PETITION FOR 

INJUNCTION FOR PROTECTION 

Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared 

Pet1t1oner ... (Name) ... , who was sworn and says that the 

following statement is true. 

{a) Petitioner resides at: 

(b) Respondent resides at:

... ( address I •.• 

. . . (address) .•. 

(c) Respondent 1s a family or household member because

(d) Petitioner has suffered domest1c violence because

respondent has: 

(e) Petitioner genuinely fears domestic violence by

respondent. 

(f) Petitioner seeks: (Mark appropriate section or

sect ions.) 
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•••. An 1nJunct1on restra1n1ng any party from committing I l:LN 

acts of domestic violence. 
I 

5.12 

.... An 1nJunct1on excluding the respondent from the l:LN 

dwelling which the parties share or from the residence of the I 5.14 

petitioner. 

.... An 1nJunct1on on the same basis as 1s provided in 

chapter 61, awarding temporary custody or establ1sh1ng 

temporary visitation with regard to minor children of the 

parties. 

.... An inJunct1on provided as 1n chapter 61 

establ1sh1ng temporary support for minor children or a spouse. 

.... An 1nJunct1on d1rect1ng the respondent to 

part1c1pate 1n assessment and treatment. 

.... An 1nJunct1on prov1d1ng any terms the court deems 

necessary for the protection of a victim of domestic violence, 

including 1nJunct1ons or directives to the law enforcement 

agencies. 

(4)(a) Upon the filing of the petition, the court 

shall set a hearing which shall be held at the earliest 

possible time and shall take precedence over all matters 

5 .16 

5.17 

5.19 

5.20 

l:LN 

5.21 

l:LN 

5.25 

5.26 

5.27 

5. 28 

5.29 

except older matters of the same character. Personal service I 5.32 

of the petition and notice of hearing shall be made upon the 

respondent prior to the hearing. I 5.33 

(b) When it appears to the court that an immediate and I 5.34

present danger of domestic violence exists, the court may I 5.35 

grant an ex parte temporary inJunction, pending a full 

hearing, and may grant relief as the court deems proper, 

including an 1nJunction: 

1. Restraining any party from comm1tt1ng acts of

domestic violence. 
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2. Excluding any party from the dwelling that the

parties share or from the residence of the other party except 

by further order of the court. 

3. Granting temporary custody of a minor child of the

party seeking the ex parte temporary 1nJunction, to that 

party. 

(c) In an ex parte hearing for the purpose of

obtaining an ex parte temporary 1nJunct1on, the court may take 

oral testimony to support the appl1cat1on for the ex parte 

temporary 1njunct1on. A record shall be made of all oral 

testimony and the record shall be made available to any party 

upon request. 

(d) Any ex parte temporary injunction shall be

effective for a fixed period not to exceed 10 days. A full 

hearing, as provided by this section, shall be set no later 

than the day when the temporary inJunction shall cease to be 

effective. 

(5) The sheriff shall serve the injunction for

protection upon the person complained against within 24 hours 

after its issuance. 

(6) The clerk of the court shall provide the

petitioner with a cert1f1ed copy of any 1nJunct1on for 

protection entered by the court. 

5.38 

5.39 

5.39 

5.40 

5.41 

5.42 

5.43 

5.44 

5.45 

5.47 

5.48 

5.49 

5.50 

5.51 

5.53 

(7) The issuance of an inJunct1on for protection shall I 5.55

not require that the party alleging domestic violence be 

represented by an attorney, nor shall such inJunct1on be 

conditioned upon any dissolution of marriage proceedings or 

other complaint, petition, or legal action between the 

petitioner and the respondent. 

(8) Nothing in this section shall affect the title to

real estate. 
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( 9) (a) Upon notice and hearing, the court, in the 

1nJunct1on for protection, may provide for one or more types 

of inJunctive relief, conditions of bond, or other relief as 

follows: 

1. The restraint of any party from comrn1tt1ng acts of

domestic violence. 

2. The exclusion of the respondent from the dwelling

which the parties share or from the residence of the 

pet1t1oner. 

5.63 

5.66 

5.67 

5.68 

5.69 

5.71 

3. On the same basis as 1s provided 1n chapter 61, the I 5. 72

awarding of temporary custody or establishment of temporary 

v1sitat1on with regard to minor children of the parties. 

5.74 

4. On the same basis as 1s provided 1n chapter 61, the I 5.75

establishment of temporary support for minor children or a 

spouse. 

5. The requirement that the respondent participate in

treatment or counseling services. 

6. Other relief as it deems necessary for the

protection of a victim of domestic violence, including 

injunctions or directives to the law enforcement agencies, as 

provided 1n this section. 

(b) Any relief granted by the inJunction for

protection shall be for a fixed period not to exceed 1 year, 

unless upon petition of the victim the court shall extend the 

inJunct1on for successive fixed periods not to exceed 1 year. 

Such relief may be granted 1n add1t1on to other civil or 

criminal remedies. 

(c) The court shall enforce compliance by the

respondent to the inJunction for protection through contempt 

proceedings which may include the imposition of a fine. Any 
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such fine shall be collected and disbursed to the trust fund 

established 1n s. 741.01. 

(d) In the event the respondent 1s arrested by a peace

officer under authority of s. 901.lS(l)(f), he shall be held 

1n custody and brought before the court as exped1t1ously as 

possible for the purpose of enforcing the injunction for 

protection. 

( 10) When an inJunct1on for protection 1s issued, 1£

the pet1t1oner requests the assistance of a law enforcement 

agency, the court shall order that an officer from the 

appropriate law enforcement agency accompany the pet1t1oner 

and assist 1n placing the pet1t1oner 1n possession of the 

dwelling or residence, or otherwise assist 1n execution or 

6. 6 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

6.10 

6 .12 

6 .13 

6 .14 

service of the 1nJunct1on for protection. I 6.15 

(11) An 1nJunct1on for protection shall be forwarded [ 6.18

by the clerk of court w1th1n 24 hours to the local law 

enforcement agency with Jur1sd1ct1on over the residence of the 6.19 

applicant. Each appropriate law enforcement agency shall make 6.20 

available to other law enforcement officers, through a system 

for ver1f1cat1on, 1nformat1on as to the existence and status 

of any such 1nJunct1on for protection. 

Section 11. Section 901.15, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

901.15 When arrest by officer without warrant is 

lawful.--

ill A law enforcement officer may arrest a person 

without a warrant when: 

6.21 

6.24 

6.25 

6.26 

6.29 

filflt The person has committed a felony or I 6.31 

misdemeanor or violated a mun1c1pal or county ordinance 1n the 

presence of the officer. Arrest for the comm1ss1on of a I 6.32 
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misdemeanor or v1olat1on of a mun1c1pal or county ordinance I 6.33 

shall be made immediately or 1n fresh pursuit. I 6.35 

ill+�+ A felony has been committed and he reasonably I 6.36

believes that the person committed 1t. I 6.37 

J.tlO+ He reasonably believes that a felony has been I 6.38 

or 1s being committed and reasonably believes that the person I 6.39 

to be arrested has committed or 1s comm1tt1ng it. I 6.40

(d)f4't A warrant for the arrest has Peen issued and is I 6.41

held by another peace officer for execution. I 6.42 

hlfs+ A violation of chapter 316 has been committed 

1n the presence of the officer. Such arrest may be made 

unrned1ately or on fresh pursuit. 

6.44 

6. 4 6

6. 4 7

(f) The officer has probable cause to believe that theJ l:lus

person has knowingly violated or refused to comply with a 

domestic v19l�ce_ injunction for protection entered pursuant 

to s. 741.30. 

illf6}(a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, a 

law enforcement of�u;:�r- shail__arrest a person anywhere, 

including at his place of residence, wh_�_t_he_r_Qr _oo_t_____t_h_�_ 

officer has a warrantL........!:..f the officer has probable cause to 

believe that the person has committed an assault, battery, or 

criminal sexual conduct as an act of domestic violence as 

6.49 

6. 50

6.52 

6.53 

6.54 

6.55 

6.56 

defined ln !.:. . 7,11.JO(l)(u), .Jlthouqh the ass.Jult, b.Jttecy, ot· 

cr1m1na_l sexual conduct d1._d not take place in the presence of I 6. 58

a-battery-tlpefl-tfle-pe�seR�s-spetlse-aRtl the officer�� I 6.61 

fa+--F±Rtls-ev±tlenee-af-betl±ly-flarm;-er I 6.62 

fb+--�he-effteer-reaseftably-be±teves-that-there-ts I 6.63 

clanger-ef-vte±enee-uRless-the-perseft-allegetl-te-flave-eem.mttted 

the-battery-±s-arrestetl-w±tfleut-tlelay, I 6.64 

ihl_A law enforcement officer who acts in good faith I l:lus 

and exercises due care in making an arrest pursuant to I 6.66 
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paragraph (a) shall be immune from civil l1ab1l1ty that 

otherwise might result by r _e _�_Q_Q_Q� hi_$ action._ 

Section 12. 

created to read: 

Section 901.155, Florida Statutes, is 

901.155 Invest1gat1ons of domestic violence; duties of 

officers.--

j_l) Any law enforcement officer who 1nvest1gat_es an 

alleged 1nc1dent of domest1_c violence_ shall advise the victim 

of such v1ggnce th�S there is a domestic violence center from 

which he or she may�ceive services. The law enforcemen1 

officer shall give the v1ct1m 1mmed1ate notice of the legal 

6.67 

6. 68 

6.69 

1: lus 

6.70 

6.72 

6.73 

6. 7 5 

rights and remedies available on a standard form developed andl 6.76 

distributed by the Florida Departmen� of Law Enfor�ement. The I 6.78 

notice shall include: 

(a) The resource listing, including telephone number,
1

1:lus 

fpr the area domestic violence center des�gnated by the 6.79 

Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services; I 6.80 

(b) A copy of the following statement: "IF YOU ARE 
I 

l:lus 

THE VICTIM OF DOMESTIC_YIOl,ENCE, you may ask th_e sta�t� 6. 81 

attorney to file a criminal com6la1__1J�_ygu a_l-?o have the I 6.82 

right to go to court and file a petition requesting _qn 

in7unction for protection from domestic violence which may 
I 

6.83 

includ_E:!, but need not be limited to, provisions which restrain 6.84

the abuser form further_ acts of abµse; direct the abuser to 

leave your household; prevent the abuser from entering your [ 7.1 

residence, school, business, or place of employment; award you 

custody of your minor child or children; ilnd direct the abuser I 7.2 

to pay support to you and the minor children if the �buser has I 7.3 

a_ legal obligation to do so"; and 

w A co_p_y of s. 741.30. 7. 4
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(2) When a law enforcement officer 1nvest1qates an l:lus 

allegation that an incident of domestic violence has occurred, I 7.6 

whether or not an arrest is made, the off 1ce_r sha_ll__mak� a

written police report of the alleged incident. The officer [ 7.8 

shall subm1t_t_he report to his supervisor or other person to 

whom the employer's rules or policies require reports of I 7.9 

similar allegations of criminal activity to be made. 

1984. 

Section 13. This act shall take effect October 1, I 7.10 
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