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23-1473-85 See BS 633 

1 I 2 l ".\ntique cars" as defined ins. 320.08, "horseless 

21 carriages" as defined ins. 320 J86, and "street cod" as 

3\ defined ins. 320.0863, shall be excluded from the 

41 requirements of this sect1on 

5 (J)(a) The owner of a motor vehicle governed by t�e 

61 provisions of this sect�on shall provide proof to the 

71 department at the time of registration or reregistration of 

81 the vehicle that it complies with this section. 

9 (b) The reg1strat1on of any motor vehicle not 1n 

101 compliance with the provisions of this section shall be 

11\ revoked unless the owner �rings t�e motor �eh1cle 1nto 

121 compliance within 10 days after notice of v1olat1on, issued by 

13 the department. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Section 2. This act shall take effect Oc:ober l, 1985. 

*****************************************

HOUSE SUMMARY 

Provides height requirements for front and rear bumpers 
on motor vehicles of net •eight of not more than 5,000 
pounds. Exempts antique cars, horseless carriages, and 
street rods from the act. Requires proof of compliance 
upon registration af the motor vehicle. Provides for 
revocation of registration for violations. 

CODING: Words �t��e�e� are deletions; words underlined are add1t1ons. 
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Florld&Benale-lNO SB 1138 

BJ'• Senators Frank and Vogt-

23-1473-85 See HB 633 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to state uniform traffic 

control; creating s. 316.251, F.S., requ1r1ng 

front and rear bumpers on motor vehicles 5,000 

pounds and less; prov1d1ng maximum heights of 

bumpers; prov1d1ng exceptions; prov1d1ng for 

revocation of reg1strat1on under certain 

circumstances; prov1d1ng an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 316.251, Florida Statutes, 1s 

created to read: 

316.251 Maximum bumper heights.--

(!) Every motor vehicle of net weight of not more than 

5,000 pounds shall be equipped with a front and a rear bumper 

such that when measured from the ground to the bottom of the 

bumper the maximum height shall be as follows: 

NET WEIGHT FRONT REAR 

Automobiles for private use: 

Net weight of less than 2,500 pounds 22" 22" 

Net weight of 2,500 pounds or more, 

but less than 3,500 pounds 24" 26" 

Net weight of 3,500 pounds or more 27" 29"

Trucks: 

Net weight of less than 2,000 pounds 24" 26"

Net weight of 2,000 or more, but not 

more than 3,000 pounds 27" 29"

Net weight of 3,000 pounds, .out not 

more than S,000 pounds 28" JO"

1 

COOING: Words ����eXe" are deletions; words underlined are add1t1ons. 



V'n'AL>.f J(A 'I c.q u S£l)
�- l Gtct� 

: 13. :.:· 3 CJ , 19 � �-

re Joan Cre'i·· 
�.: v:::: ,j 

" "' . � 7 !.... • Z�ver:uc
Tu 2. s.J., O�;:la�;.0:-,1:: 74145 

De.-.:ir llrs. Cr��.:: 

�·· ,., 

':.. .. 1.�nl: :•o-;i :=or ycu:!:" lc::t2r of :�:iy �J, 
sincere con�olenc2s o� tnc tr.J.gic loss 

�9 :.i �, :inc I e::c::!r.� 
o:: yoc1r son. 

I asr 2e ,,;i th you t:12.:: vel:icles such as the one \,?hicli 
\las ir1volve� 1� your son's death presen� .J. serious problen, 
a. 2roblE.r: �•:11icn has not been addressed ir. ?lorida Statutes.
: 1:Qve turned :·our lc�ter over tbethc liouse 1·r�nsportatia�
Cc:".,.r1 ittee fer re��·1e\1 a:1C:.. stuciy to see w:icJ.:: po.3s1.ble lcq1.:;­
lat10� c.J.n �e �resented co tne 1985 scssio� to regul2te
:::lese vchic2..es. I regret t:1u.t ar.ytl1ini; th2.t r·.J.:· ne G.o:-le
\ ·i.2..1 no": helv :/our son, tu:: oy C..ra\:1n9 this :_)robler.1 tc ou::­
==te��io�, p2rna?s oth2=s ��� be protected fron furt11er
1nstanc2s li}�e his.

I ,t:1�_)re::iu.�e your \.·=i t2n� to pres en:: t:lis proble:--· to u:; 
2.�c.. 1..1c:. \:ill do our bes-:. to see tnat lcn•.1s c:re \•,1ritten to 
��evc�t t�is ���� o� acci3cn� in t�c �u�ure. 

···•-1-
__ ... ,.... ,J 

Si:icerel:·, 

Druce ! :::=..\-;.:..r. 



Dear Representative; 

23 May, 1984 

In Tallahasse, in April, 1984, my son was a passenger in a car which 
was hit by a modified 4-wheel drive truck, My son was killed, The 
only thing between his head and the bumper of the truck was the 
window post. 

The truck had, what is locally called, sand spreaders tires on all 
four wheels, but the brakes had not been modified from the original 
two wheel drive brakes. The bumper started approximately 34 inches 
above the ground and was 12 inches high - making the bumper 46 inches 
above the ground. A bumper this high would go right over the too of 
some cars. What good is a bumper like this if it won't bump anything 
but a roof? 

1 understand these vehicles are useful and fun for the 
but they should NOT be allowed to be driven on a road. 
for themselves as well as other people, 

beaches and scrub, 

They are killers 

These modified trucks are outlawed in some states, regulated in others 
by tire size and bumper height. Florida has to regulate these trucks. 

I am reouesting legistation on this nroblem, and pray you never lose an 

innocent child because of the lack of la�s gove�ning these vehicles. 

S
irt:

rely, 

� 

tl:::w 
4620 S, 87 E. Avenue 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 

''t'\f\'{ 2 
'3 \�iA 
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Florida House of Representatives 

Bruce McEwan 
Reprcsentatlve, 38th D1stnct 

Reply to 

D 96 East Park Lake Street 
Post Office Box 2386 
Orlando, F1onda 32802 
(305) 841-1982 
Suncom 344-6590 

0 221 The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Flomit 32301 
(904) 488-0660 

DATE:

TO: 

FROM: 

Mr. Coggins: 

lallahassee 

May 30, 1984 

Robert W. Coggins 
Director, Transportation Committee 

Bruce McEwan 

Committees 

Commerce 
Cnmmal Justa:e 
Ethics &. Electmns 

I have discussed the attached letter from Mrs. Crew 
with Chairman Gustafson and he agrees with me that this 
is an area that needs to be addressed in the next session. 
He suggested that I get a copy of the letter to you for 
your review and comments with an eye to legislation for 
the 1985 session, either introduced bf myself or as a 
part of a Committee bill. 

I would appreciate your letting me know your thoughts 
on this issue. 



Alabama Department of

Public Safety 

October 1, 1984 

Ms. Joan Crew 
4620 s. 87 E. Avenue 
Tulsa, OK. 74145 

Dear Ms. Crew; 

Colonel B� ron Pre�rolt. Dm.'t tor 
Lt Colonel \lead� L. H1her. l,-.�i-.t.mt 01rt'1 lur 

REPLY MAY SE MADE TO 

Sergeant W. R. Applin 
Alabama State Troopers 
P.O. Box 1511
Montgomery, Al. 36192 

Tn1s 1s to acknowledge receipt of your letter of September 25, 1984 regardlllg 
motor vehicle bumper heights. I am very sorry that your son was killed 1n an 
accident this year. I lost both of my sons (one was 4 and one was 12 years of 
age) in a traffic accident wherein they were in a very small car and were 
struck 1n the side by a full sized, older car. I fully sympathize with you, and 
at the same time, I applaud you for your efforts in trying to establish some 
workable bumper height standardization. 

At the present time Alabama has no law regulating tire or bumper heights. 
Hardly a day goes by that the subJect of those 'hi-rise' pickups are not brought 
up in discussions here. In attempting to gather some data from our files, I 
find that thus far this year we have had more than 17,000 pickups involved in 
traffic accidents. T�ere is no entry on the reports for data concerning the 
bW'1per heights. Therefore I will be unable to furnish any information as to 
deaths and inJuries caused by the mismatched bumpers in a collision. However, 
corr�on sense snould prevail. The officials at NHTSA, as well as everyone else, 
should realize there is no practical purpose for a highway-use vehicle to have 
such an exaggerated bwnper height. Not only in side-impact collisions, but 
frontal and rear-end collisions as well. The smaller compact cars of today are 
easily overrun by t�ese Jacked-up pickups, trapping the cars occupants under 
tne truck with a gas tank over their head if not already ruptured and spilled 
on them. 

A:-,ot.1er thing that st-.:::iuld be considered by the rulemakers of NHTSA 1s the lose 
o� the drivers ground view. Whenever you 11ft a vehicle, the driver loses the
abil1.ty to see a substantial area around his vehicle. Further, because of the
raising of t'rte center of gravity on the vehicles, they become somewhat unstable,
tOf- heavy, and have a greater tendency to overturn. Much more so than a pick­
up equipped within the limits of its manufacturers designs.

I:1 my or1n1on, the legislators of every state should take up this cause for the 
safety of everyone. The safety benefits from restricted bumper heights far 
outweigh tne personal satisfaction of the individual owners of the "fad" machines. 

! a.� sorry that I ca:1not furnish the data you need. I hope to see a bill intro­
duced in th; upcoming session of our legislature to ll..I!llt the height of these 
t:·t=e veh1cl·�s, and I wish you the best 1.n your endeavors. 

11,. 1,1u,,�,-

sincerely, 

J)t!µ 
W. R. Applin, Sergeant 
Highway Patrol Division 

lJrl't'r Lu rll•• 

I' ,_, I 1•1 .. ,. H , , , f-1 

\l<1nlia"11,.-n \IJl,.,n,., l!>l'I� ,Ill 



ALLEN I OLSON 
GOVERNOR 

't'T,, l 
'--'':-.,. ✓ ltlorth llakota }Ughway fatrol ' ! 

. •  

Ill 
11, -:. 

:-� SEIIVICE and PIIOTECTION 
\ .1�;

-'

Jl.i 7':J . _, 

-_7,,,..� )\_
t::-

, 

NORMAND EVANS 
SUPERINTENDENT 

RICHARD J ANAGNOST 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

Mrs. Joan Crew 
4620 S 87 E Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74145 

Dear Mrs. Crew: 

Bismarck, llorth Bakota 
,_', ... ,)§fi"_\)

# 

sasos 

8 October 1984 

I received your letter concerning altered vehicles with high bumper heights 
and oversize tires. 

At the present time North Dakota is experiencing problems with this type of 
vehicle and we expect some legislation to be drafted to settle the disputes 
one way or another. 

Currently North Dakota has the following law which applies to the modification 
of motor vehicles: 

39-21-45,l Modification of motor vehicle. It shall be unlawful for any 
person to operate upon a public highway a motor vehicle of a type 
required to be registered under the laws of this state with an unloaded 
weight of six thousand pounds [2721.55 kilograms] or less with 
alterations or changes from the manufacturer's original design, except 
that nothing contained herein shall prevent a person from operating a 
motor vehicle on a public highway with normal wear provided that the 
normal wear shall not affect the control of the vehicle. The registrar 
shall promulgate rules and requirements which, so far as possible, shall 
conform to the regulations established by the vehicle equipment safety 
commission and the federal motor vehicle safety standards. 

The Motor Vehicle Registrar promulgated rules and regulations which set the 
bumper heights at a minimum of fourteen inches and a maximum of twenty-two 
inches. These rules and regulations were adopted according to the Vehicle 
Equipment Safety Standards; however, at the present time, the Vehicle 
Equipment Safety Commission is no longer in existence. 

Many insurance companies have a statement indicating that they will not insure 
vehicles which have modifications to their suspension systems or their 
engines. This is the policy of the American Family Insurance Company here in 
North Dakota. The problem is that many of the insurance companies are not 
aware that their clients have modified vehicles; therefore, they are being 
insured and are being driven on the streets and highways in the state. 

BP ,�,JUrtfH,uS Drive Cdrefully' Respect Th� Rights of Orht>r:.. 



Mrs. Joan Crew 

B October 1984 

Page -2-

In North Dakota when we have a problem with altered vehicles, and this is the 

type of vehicle that has a bumper height of approximately thirty-six inches, 

the Motor Vehicle Registrar will suspend the registration plates of that 

vehicle when it is shown to him that the individual has received several 
citations, has been to court numerous times, and still has made no attempt to 

comply with what is considered safe operation. 

I am unable to provide you with any type of accident statistics as our 
accident report does not list a separate section which relates to altered 

vehicles. 

If you have no objections, I would like to use the letter you sent to me when 

informing the Legislature of what has occurred in other states as a result of 
these altered vehicles. Also, I would appreciate it if you would send me any 

information you receive from other states so that I may use this information 

when appearing before our Legislature. 

Good luck in pursuing this matter and I send you my deepest sympathies that a 

member of your family had to be victim of an altered vehicle. Sometimes it 

seems things are not corrected until they get so serious that other people 
have to suffer before anything is done about them. 

However, I am happy to see that you, as a private citizen, are attempting to 

do something about this issue; and if I can be of any assistance to you, 
please don't hesitate to contact me. 

NDE/gs 

Very truly yours, 

��� 
NORMAN D. EVANS 

Colonel, NDHP 

Superintendent 



OFFICE Of THE CHIEF 

MINNESOTA STATE PATROL

107 TlANSPORTATION !UIL0ING 

October 9, 1984 

Ms. Joan Crew 
4620 South 87 E. Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74145 

Dear Ms. Crew: 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

SAINT PAUL 55155 

Thank you for your letter regarding the safety problems caused by vehicles 
which are modified from their original height. I am very sorry to hear of 
your personal loss because of one of these unsafe vehicles. 

While we do not have accident statistics keyed to modified vehicles, we are 
greatly concerned with the negative effect these vehicles have on public 
safety. 

We have succeeded in passing legislation intended to at least limit the de­
gree alteration is permitted on motor vehicles. Copies of the Minnesota 
law are included for your reference. The law has undergone several amend­
ments in the last three years including a liberalization sought by four­
wheeler associations last year. 

The Minnesota law basically provides: 

1. Vehicles may not be altered more than six inches from original.

2. Bumpers may not be higher than 20 inches on passenger cars and 25
inches on light trucks.

3. If the original bumper is
"dr 

" op down bumper may be 
and 25 inch requirement. 

not more than 30 inches in height, a rigid 
added to bring the vehicle within the 20 

We also were disappointed with NHTSA's reluctance to address what we per­
ceive as a growing safety issue, and support your efforts to encourage 
reconsideracion. 

Sincerely, 

ColojCe 
Chie 
Minnesota 

DRL:sc 

Ledc!'i.ng 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



0t� 
'!_IO LA� at MINNE!OTA for 1914 0..!49 

Subd. 4. MAXIMUM BUMPER HEIGHT. Notwith,tandina the re­
•tncttons cootamed in subdlvil1on 3, bumpers reqwred undc: tlm KCtJon 5hall 
not exceed a height ar 20 inches on any pos5e!lger automobile or •tattoo wagon o,
25 inches on any four-wheel dnve mult1purp05e type velucle or truck havins a
manuf-actu='• rated capac1ry of 2,000 pounds or lea when the vehicle !! being
operated � ! public highway. The height of the bumper !lhall be determined by 
meuunns from the bottom af the bumper, excluding any � bumper
attachment.,, to the ground. � velucle wluch la5 !!! � bumper wluch doa
� exceed ! height � 30 inchC5 mAY be modified !!!_ attachmg a full !'.!!!!J! 
bumper � the � bumper !2 � the height regwrrment. The attached
� mU5t be at leut 4 5 inches in vertical height. be centered on the velucle's
centerlmc. extend at lea.st ten inchd on other !Ide of the frame, and be attached
to the frame in at lea.st four placC5 with angle braces at no Jes5 than 45 � ,o 
that !! effectively transfm � !2 !!! � equal !2 or � !J!!!! the
ongma.l bumper. 

Competent cV1dencc that a veluclc wu oni',nally manufactured with 
bumpen higher than prescnbed in this subdlVISJon shall be an affirmative defense 
m any action under th!! ,ect1on 

Sec 30. Mmn=ta Statute5 19!2, section 169 59, subdivu10n 3, IA
amended to read: 

Subd 3 BACIC-VP LIGHTS. Any velucle may be eqwpped With not 
more than two back-up lamps, either separately or 10 comb10atton with another
Ia.mp, and � � th&n two rear comcnng lamps, except that N WQA �
'-, &MIi the lamps m1151 .!!2! be conunuo115ly lighted when the velucle IA ID 
forward motion. nor shall 1t project a s!J.nng light. 

Sec. 31. Mmn=ta StatutC5 1982, sectton 169 743, IA amended to read. 

169 743 BUG DEFLECIORS. 

Bug deflecton shall be penrutted but not reqwred on motor vehicles. No
bug deflector shall be sold, offered for sale. or U5<d wluch IS composed of other
thm non-tllummated matcnaJ. No penon shall operate any motor vch1clc
equipped wtth a bug deflector of nontransparent matcna.1 havtn1 more than one
inch of rnatcru.l extendin11 al,o.,e the lugheat part of the front of the hood, 
excluding any decorauve ornamcn� &nd no penoo shall operate any motor
velucle equipped With a bus deflector of transparent matenal havm& more than
three inches of matcnal extending above the highest put of the front of the hood, 
cxcluchn& any dccorauvc ornament;, provtded !h!! truck.s and truck � 2!'
12,000 pounds 11!:2!! vehicle wcight 2! larger may be opcnted Wlth ! clear,
uncolored � deflector cxtendm& no � than su mches above the highest E!!!_
� the front � the � excluding � decorative omarnenL 

Sec. 32. MinnC50ta StatutC5 1983 Supplement. section 169 974, subdm­
S10n 2, IS amended to read 

Choses 01' lllidltiom an laclk:lteiil '7 underlmc. Nld:io.. -, 11n•n11t 



COMMON\\lJEALTf-'I of VIRGINIA 
COLONEL R L SUTHARD 

• SLPERINTENOE.NT DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE 

P. 0. Box 27472, Richmond, VA 23261-7472

Ms. Joan Crew 
4620 S. 87 E. Avenue 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 

Dear Ms. Crew: 

October 11, 1984 

In connection with your letter of September 25, 1984, I am attaching 
an excerpt from the Code of Virginia concerning bumper height restrictions 
governing Virginia registered passenger vehicles while operating on Virginia 
highways. 

Currently there are no height regulations in the Virginia code 
governing property carrying vehicles. I am attaching a copy of Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 61 concerning a study of modification to the type vehicles 
your request addresses. This resolution was adopted by the 1984 Virginia 
General Assembly. 

Virginia 1s like many other states in that we do not have crash 
statistics in the categories outlined in your letter. 

AH /jm 

Att. 

Sincerely, 

0,, /� /, �� 

A. Holcomb, MaJor
Administrative Officer



� 46 1-281 1 REGt:LAT!ON OF TRAFFIC � 46 1-284 

Repealed by Acts 1979, c 75 

§ 46.1-282. ·ng gear. - Every motor vehicl ng operated upon a 
highway shall be eq ed with steering gear equate to insure the safe 
control of the vehicle which l not show s of weakness or breaking under 
ordinary condit10ns The Superint��!f!.may adopt and promulgate standards
of adequacy of steering gear, · sha he current standard specificat10ns 
of steerrng gear adopt y the L'nited Sta ureau of Standards or the 
Society of Autom e ngineers. or the regulat10ns e federal Department 
of Trans po on, for determrnrng whether or not any mo vehicle operated 
upon ighway conforms to the requirements of the Depar t of State 

. ice I Code 1950, § 46-288, 1958, c 541, 1968, C. 172, 1970. c 23 J

§ 46.1-282.1. Alteration of suspension system. - I 1 I No person shall
operate a passenger vehicle of a type required to be registered under the laws 
of this Commonwealth upon a public highway or street modified by reason of 
alterat10n of its altitude from the ground if1ts bumpers, measured to any pomt 
on the lower edge oft he main horizontal bumper bar. exclusive of any bumper 
guards. are not within the range of fourteen rnches to twenty-two mches above , 
the ground. except that no vehicle shall be modified to cause the vehicle body 
or chassis to come m contact with the ground or expose the fuel tank to damage 
from collision or cause the wheels to come rn contact with the body under 
normal operat10n and that no part of the original suspens10n system be 
disconnected to defeat the safe operat10n of the suspens10n system, provided, 
that nothmg con tamed m this sect10n shall prevent the mstallation of heavy 
duty equipment to mclude shock absorbers and overload springs, and provided 
further, that nothmg contained m this section shall prevent a person from 
operating a motor vehicle on a public highway with normal wear of the 
suspens10n s,ystem if normal wear does not affect the control of the vehicle 

(2) This sect10n shall not apply to motor vehicles designed or modified
primarily for off-high-,,ay racmg purposes. and such motor vehicles may be 
lawfully towed on the higl,ways of this Commonwealth 

(3) Any person who v10lates any provis10n of this sect10n shall be guilty of
a traffic mfract10n and shall. upon conv1ct10n thereof. be punished m 
accordance with § 46 1-16 01 11973, c, 498. 1978, c 605, 1980, c 342) 

The 1980 amtndment s1..b!'.>t1tuted 'tt-e bedr ng member on the horizontal bumper bar'
lower edge of the main horizontal bumper bar, near the beginning of subsection { 11 
uclus1-..e of any bumper guards for "a load 

6.1-283. Horns. - Every motor vehicle operated upon a highway 
be equlnsed with a horn m good workmg order. capable of emittmi'sound 
audible \1nder-RQ[mal conditions over a distance of not less tJJ,a,rtwo hundred 
feet ,Code 1950. �289, 1958. c 541.1 

Cross re-fere-nc". - As to opera· 
motorcycle without horn, see & 46 1-1 i2 01 

trens, whistles, etc.; u ful use of warning 
devices: exce · ns. - <al It shall be unlawful for any cle to be equipped 
with or any person to use upon any vehicle any si or exhaust. 

ess10n or spark plug whistle or horn except as may be authon m this 
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SPOOOOOOO 

1 

1984 SESSION 

ENGROSSED 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 61 

2 Senate Amendments In I J · February 14. 1984 

3 Creaflng the> ( rr,ed-tfeed Mod1/1ed J l'chlllc louzt Sub-co1nm1ttee 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Patron-Nolen 

Referred to the Committee on Rules 

9 WHEREAS. much concern continues to be expressed over the possible safety hazards 

10 that may be created by the alternation of a motor vehicle, and 

11 WHEREAS, several states are considering the adoption of vehicle equipment srand:irds 

12 developed by the national \'ehicle Equipment Safety Comm1ss1on. and 

13 WHEREAS, many owners of vehicles v.ith modified steering and suspension S\'stems 

14 have invested substantial sums of money to effect the mod1f1cat1ons, and 

15 WHEREAS, modlf1cat1on of vehicle, often renders such vehicles unsafe for operation on 

16 the highways of the Commonwealth; and 

17 WHEREAS, there does not currently exist the capability within the Commonv.ealth's 

18 motor vehicle mspectJon program to differentJate between such safe and unsafe l'eh1cles. 

19 and 

20 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Is concerned with the protection of the public using the 

21 state's highways without unduly regul.:iting the manner m which Its c1tI7ens must equip and 

22 operate their motor vehicles. and 

23 WHEREAS. there 1s an absence of definitive information regarding the effects on 

24 vehicle safety of such mod1f1cat1ons: now. therefore be 1t 

25 RESOLVED by the Senate. the House of Delegates concurring, That there 1s hereb) 

26 created the modified vehicle JOmt sub-committee In the course of its stud) the 

27 sub-committee should consider whether 1t Is feasible to develop a special motor ,ehicle 

28 inspection program to inspect and certify mod1f1cat1ons made to such vehicles. v.ith the 

29 cost of such a special program to be borne bv the owners of such mod1f1ed vehicles The 

30 suo :om'Tl·tree should also consider and rec immend appropriate leg1slat1on required ,, 

31 �rorect the public frr,m unsafe modified \·e�:c'.·s 

32 The sub-committee shall consist of [ fHfl€ fIveJ members to be appointed as follov.s [ 

33 � twoJ members of the House Committee on Roads and Internal Nav1gauon. appmnted 

34 by ,ts Chairman, [ t-we merneers one member J of the Senate Committee on Transponation. 

35 appointed by the Senate Pnv1leges and Elecr10ns Committee; one representative of the 

36 Department of State Po!Jce Safety D1\'ls1on. appointed by the Superintendent of Stare Police. 

37 and [ f!Hcee c1t12efls one citizen[ appointed by the Governor 

38 1 he sub-committee shall conclude its study in time to submit any leg1slar1ve 

39 recommendations to the I 985 Session of the General Assembly. 

�O [ � Hie 4+R€-t aR4 mEl1rec1 cB5lS &t flH5 � Hlere IS hereby allocated from IB€ 

41 geReral appropnAfIBR HJ Hie General Assembly IB€ SillH EH i?.GGG The direct and 1ndIrect 

42 cu�ts of this study are estimated to be $7,000] 
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Mrs. Joan Crew 
4620 S. 87 E. Avenue 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 

Dear Mrs. Crew: 

.... --� gr,.�" 
� 

:• 

..... i,, ) 

�-�J 

STATE OF DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

DIVISION OF STATE POLICE 
PO Box A30 

DOVER DELAWARE 19901 

October 12, 1984 

I am sorry to hear of the unfortunate circumstances which 
resulted in the death of your son. 

In response to your letter of September 25, 1984, Delaware's 
accident statistics do not address the three areas which you requested. 

I have enclosed a copy of Section 4318 of our Motor Vehicle 

Code, which addresses bumper heights on passenger cars and station 

wagons, but does not apply to pick-up trucks or other commercial 

vehicles. 

I hope this information will be of some help to you. If we may 

be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact my office. 

DLS:WJM:JFC:blh 

Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

_, , l I -' 

Coloner Daniel 

Superintendent 

� 
- ,_ '

L. Simpson

1.,r...,,,_,_' 7 l-



§ 4316. Directional Signal Lights.

All new vehicles licensed m this State mus! be equipped with direct10nal
signal lights 

§ 4317. Protectors or Flaps Behind Rear Whetls of Vehicles.

(a) No person shall operate. cause or perm!I to be operated any bus or
commercial motor vehicle havmg a gross weight of 8000 pounds or more, 
including semitrailers and trailers, upon the highways of this State unless 1t 
1s equipped with suitable metal protectors or substantial flexible flaps 
behmd the rearmost wheels of the vehicle or combination to prevent the 
proJection of rocks, dirt, water or other substances to the rear and to 
mm1m12e side spray. 

(b) The flap, shield or other device shall extend down from the vehicle's
body to not more than 8 mches above the road surface, but not more than 
15 mches when the vehicle is in an unloaded condition. The protector flap 
shall extend laterally at least the width of the tire bemg protected. 

(c) If any bus or commercial motor vehicle, including semitrailers and
tra!lers, 1s so designed or constructed that the objectives m subsect10n (a) of 
this section are accomplished by reason of fender or body construction or 
other means of enclosure, either permanent or temporary, then the require­
ments of this section have been sausfied. 

(d) This sect10n shall not apply to any farm tractor or to uncoupled truck
tractors or other vehicles where the construction is such that complete 
freedom around the wheel area 1s necessary to secure the designed use of the 
vehicle. 

(e) The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall set and adopt
such regulations as are necessary to implement this secuon. 

(f) Whoever violates this section shall for the first offense be fined not
less than S5 nor more than 525 or 1mpnsoned for not less than 2 nor more 
than 10 days or both. For each subsequent hke offense within 1 year. he 
shall be fined not less than S25 nor more than $50 or 1mpnsoned for not less 
than 2 nor more than 15 days or both. 

§ 4318. Bumper Heights.

(a) Except for antique motor vehicles registered under Section 2196 of
this Title, no motor vehicle registered under Sect10n 2121 of this Title, with 
a plate not contammg a letter prefix des1gnatmg a special use of reg1strat10n 
class shall be registered or operated upon any highway of the State 1f the 
bumper height of such vehicle exceeds 22 rnches from the ground to the bot­
tom of the bumper. 

(b) Any person found guilty of driving a passenger car or station wagon
m v10lat1on of the provisions of this section shall for the first offense, be 
fined not less than SI0.00 nor more than SI00.00 or 1mpnsoned not less 
than JO nor more than 30 days, or both. For each subsequent hke offense 
within one year, he shall be fined not less than S50.00 nor- more than 
S200.00, or 1mpnsoned not less than 15 nor more than 30 days, or both. 
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THE STATE OF UTAH 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
UTAH HIGHWAY PATROL 

.(501 South 2700 West 

-1 .. ,. 

,� • 
,..,1 � 

, ... 

,.��,/ 
. .# t IC \_ , 

Salt Loke C,ty, Utah, 8.(119 

SCOTT M MATHESON 

GOVERNOR 

LARRY E LUNNEN 

CCWMISSIONER 

Joan Crew 
4620 South 87 East Ave. 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 

Dear Ms. Crew: 

Talephon• (IOI) 965-"151e 

October 12, 1984 

DENNIS J NOtOFHT 
su,Ett/NTENDENT 

Your letter of September 25, 1984, was of concern to me. It 
addresses a problem which we in Utah consider a safety hazard. 
We currently have a statute which prohibits altering the height 
of a vehicle by making changes in the suspension of the vehicle. 
It does not however, prohibit the use of oversized tires to alter 
the height of a vehicle. 

We are presently drafting a proposal which will be submitted in 
our next State Legislative session. It will expand the height 
law. This new law would limit the use of tires in raising the 
height of a vehicle. I have included a copy of the proposal for 
your information along with our current law. 

I hope the information will be of assistance to you in your 
endeavor. If I can be of any further assistance feel free to 
contact me. 

ICO/kb 

Sincerely, 

�. <-a;;,;/L; 

Major Ivan C. Orr 
Field Bureau Chief 



41-6-148 MOTOR VEHICLES 

emissions from such modified or altered vehicle are at 
levels which comply W'ith existing state or federal 
standard! for the emission of pollutants from motor 

vehicles. 
41-6-148. Mirror,.-

(a) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a
mirror mounted on the left side of the vehicle and so 
located as to reflect to the driver a view of the 
highway to the rear of the vehicle. 

(b) Every motor vehicle except a motorcycle shall
be equipped with an additional mirror mounted either 
inside the vehicle approximately in the 
outside the vehicle on the right side and 
as to reflect to the driver a view" of the 
the rear of the vehicle. 

center or 
so located 
highway to 

41-6-148.10. Seat belta-Deaign and installation
-Specifications or requirements.--Seat belts.-

(a) Any safety belt or safety harness installed
in a vehicle and large enough to accommodate an adult 
person shall be designed and installed in such manner 
as to prevent or materially reduce the movement of the 

person using the same in the event of collision or 
upset of the vehicle. 

(b) The department shall establish specifications
or requirements for approved-type safety belts and 
safety harnesses, attachments and installation, and 
the specifications or requirements shall not be lo'-'er 
in standard than those specifications or requirements 
for safety belts or safety harnesses established by 
the Society of Automotive Engineers or American 

Sta�dards �ssociation. 
(c) No person shall sell, offer, or keep for sale

any safety belt, safety harness, or attachments

thereto for use in a vehicle unless of a type which 
has been approved by the department.

41-6-148.30. Vehicle modifications-Lowering body

or chassis prohibited-Exceptioos.-
(a) It is unlawful for any person to operate a 

motor vehicle on any highway or road within the State 
of Utah when the vehicle has been mechanically altered 
or changed to cause the lowest part of the body or 
chassis to be closer to the ground, than it was at the 
time the vehicle was manufactured, or to decrease the 
distance between the ground and the lowest part of any 
bumper or other similar impact-absorbing equip::nent to 
a distance less than that which existed at the time 
the vehicle was manufactured. It is unlawful to 
mechanically alter a motor vehicle so as to render, 
while the vehicle is equipped with OEM stock tires, 
the distance between the ground and the lowest part of 
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TRAFFIC RULES AND REGULATIONS 41-6-149

the bumper or other similar impact-absorbing equipment 
greater than, for a passenger car - 22 inches, for a 
truck 4,500 pounds and under GV'wR - 26 inches, and for 
a truck 4,501 to 10,000 pounds GWR - 30 inches; it is 
not unlawful to increase that distance beyond those 
limits by use of larger tires.The provisions of this 

section do not apply to the following vehicles: 
(1) Implements of husbandry.
(2) Farm tractors.
( J) Road machinery.
(4) Road rollers.

(b) When any motor vehicle was originally 
equipped \Jith bumpers or any other collision energy 
absorption or attenuation system, that system shall be 
maintained in good operational condition, and no 
person shall remove or disconnect, and no 01Jt1er shall 
cause or knowingly permit the removal or disconnection 
of, any part of that system except temporarily in 
order to make repairs, replacements or adjustments. 

41-6-148.40. Safety chains on towed vehicles 
required-Exceptions.--Safety chains on trailers.­
Every towed vehicle shall be coupled by means of a 
safety chain, cable or equivalent device, in addition 
to the regular trailer hitch or coupling. 

(a) Such safety chain, cable or equivalent device
shall be securelv connected with the chassis of the 
towing vehicle, the towed vehicle and the dravbar. 

(b) It shall be of sufficient material and 
strength to prevent the t'Wo vehicles from 
separated, and shall have no more slack 
necessary for proper tur�ing. 

becoming 
than is 

(L) Such safety chain, cable or equivalent
shall be attached to the trailer drawbar [so] 
prevent it from dropoing to the ground, and to 
the towed vehicle follows substantially in the 
of the towing vehicle in case the vehicle [ s) 
separated. 

(d) This requirement does not apply 
semitrailer having a connecting device composed 
fifth wheel and king pin assembly, nor to a 
trailer. 

device 
as to 

assure 
course 
become 

to a 
of a 
pole 

41-6-149. Windshields and wiodows--Obstructions
reducing visibility-Wipers.-

(a) No person shall drive any motor vehicle with
any sign, poster, or other nontransparent material 
upon the front wind�hield, sidewings, side or rear 
windows of such vehicle other than a certificate or 
other paper required to be so displayed by la�, except 
that such other nontransparent materials may be used 
along the top edge of the windshield in an area not to 
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NEW SECTION: 

41-6-148.20. Bumpers--design and installation requirements.

(a) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a bumper on both

front and rear of the vehicle with exception of those that were not 

originally designed with such bumper or bumpers. 

(b) Bumpers shall be a least 4.5 inches in vertical height, centered

on the vehicles center line, (frame) and extend no less than the width 

of the respective wheel track distance. Bumpers shall be horizontal load 

bearing and attached to the vehicles frame to effectively transfer impact 

when engaged. 

(c) When any motor vehicle was originally equipped with bumpers they

shall be maintained in good operational condition, and no person shall 

remove or disconnect, and no owner shall cause or knowingly permit the 

removal or disconnection except temporarily in order to make repairs, 

replacements or adJustments. 



41-6-148.30. Vehicle mxlifications -- Maximum heights -- exceptions.

(a) _!:,o-,ering -- It is unlawful for any person to operate a a:otor vehicle on

srry highway or road within the State of Utah \vhen the vehicle has been

aitered or changed to cause the lowest part of the body or chassis to be

closer to the ground than it was at the time the vehicle was manufactured or

to decrease the distance bet-ween the ground and the bottOlll of the vehicle

frarre i.rere the bumper is normally attached to a distance less than that

i.tdch e.xisted at the t� the vehicle was manufactured.

(b) In£reasing -- It is unlawful for any person to operate a IllOtor vehicle on

any highway or road within the State of Utah on ;,hlch the distance between a

level surface and the bott= of the vehicle frame i.rere the bumper normally

is attached, exceed the follo;,·ing:

(1) passenger car -- 20 incres both front and rear.

(2) truck 4,500 pounds GV\./R and under -- 19 inches front and 25

inches rear.

(3) truck 4,501 pounds to 7,500 pounds GV'wR -- 23 inches front and

29 inches rear.

(4) truck 7,501 to 10,000 pounds G\"nR -- 24 indes front and 30

inches rear.

Tr.e provisions of this section do not apply to the following vehicles: 

(1) Implerrents of husbandry.

(2) Fam: tractors.

(3) Road machinery.

(4) Road rollers.

(c) l".ax:i.mum heights shall be determined by "'eight category of gross vehicle

;,,eight rating (GV..IR) , measured from a level surface to the bottan of the fraoe

I.here tre bumper is normally attached.



TERRY E BRANSTAD 
GOVERNOR 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF publil � Safety 
- -----­

DIVIS10N OF 

IOWA STATE PATROL 

Ms. Joan Crew 
4620 S. 87 E. Avenue 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 

Dear Ms. Crew: 

WALLACE STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

DES MOINES IOWA 50319 

515/281-5824 

October 15, 1984 

GENE W SHEPARD 
COMMISSIONER 

In response to your request for information about 
mod if ica tion of vehicle height, I must send my regrets that 
we do not capture that type of information in our accident 
records file. 

In an effort to explore other possibilities, I contacted 
the Patrol's Research Analyst to have him attempt to ascertain 
other sources of data. He too was unable to find a useful 
data base even after checking with the Iowa Governor's Highway 
Safety Representative, National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, and the Insurance Institute of Highway Safety. 

I am forwarding a copy of the Iowa State Law 
trati ve Rules pertaining to center of gravity. 
information will be of some use. This law went 
in 1981 and serves as our guide in similar matters. 

and Adminis­
I hope this 
into effect 

You are to be commended in your search for information 
that may someday help avoid pain to others. I wish I could 
have been of greater help. If there is anything else you 
may require, feel free to contact me for further assistance. 

FM/np 

ef{y 

-�
Y.our.._, 

'Metzger, 

tate Patrol 



(07,EJChl, p.10 Transport.auon [!201 !AC 2/17/82, 9/1!/83 

820-{07,E)l.5(3%1) Ahentloa or modlllation of •ehldes. A person shall not drive or oper­
ate upon a public highway a new car, used car, light delivery truck, panel delivery truck, 
pickup, or multipurpose vehicle which has had the front, or rear suspension altered by more 
than five inches from the ongm&J manufacturer's spco.ficauons when measured on a level 
surface on which the vehicle sWlds. 

1-511) M,afTS of m,asu�menr. 
a. A vehicle with bumpers shall be measured from the lowest point in the center of the front

bumper to the level surface on which the vehicle stands and from the lowest point 1n the center 
of the rear bumper to the lC'Vcl surface on which the vehicle stands For Amencan passenger 
cars. the manufacturers' specifications a.re published by the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers 
Associauon of the United Stoues, Inc .• 1n a booklet entitled "Parking Dimeru1ons" For 
foretgn passenger cars, the nunufacturcrs' speci.ficat1ons a.re published by the Motor Vehicle 
Manufacturers Assoaat1on, m a booklet entitlerl "Spec1fications Form Passenger Car " A 
copy of each booklet is on file at the Motor Vehicle D1v1S1on. Irup,ection Section. Lucas State 
Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50319. 

b. A vehicle without bumpers or with bumpers that have been moved from the onginal
manufacturer's design shall be measured from the highest point of the vehicle to the level 
surface on which the vehicle stands. The onginal m.nufacturers' spcc1ficauons on overall 
vehicle height are avadable at the Motor Vehicle D1vmon. Inspection Section, Lucas State 
Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50319. 

1..5(2) Vehicles which are ex,mpt. 
a. Exempt wrthout app!tcallon. Any new car, used car. light delivery truck:, pickup, or 

multipurpose vehicle is exempt from the provmons of this rule if it is: 
(1) Twenty-five years old, or older.
(2) Pnmanly designed for off highway use and used m the owner"s occupauon
(3) Registered under the provisions of =t1on 321.19 or sub=t10n 321.23(1), The Code.
(4) An authonzed emergency vehicle as defined in subsection 321.1(26), The Code.
(5) Being used to apply aiT)cultura! chem1ca.ls.
b. Extmpt wuh apphcallon. Other excmptrnns may be authon.z.ed by the department.
(1) To obtaJ.n a special exemption the applicant shall submit form -421023. "Aoolicauon for 

Special Exemption from Center of Grav,ty Restncuons". The applicanons may be obtained 
from the Motor Vehicle Division, Motor Vehicle Enforcement Office, 5268 NW Second 
A venue, Des Momes, Iowa 50313. 

(2) If the apphcuuon is approved, the ong,n"1 application shall be �1iuted by the depart­
ment and returned to the applicant. The approved application must be earned in the veh.Jcle 
for which the speoa.l cxempuon 1s autbonzcd. A copy of the appLicat.Jon shall be retaJ.ncd at 
the enforcement office. 

(3) If the approval is of temporary duration, the penod of time shall be speolied in the
department's vahdauon of the appiicauon. If the approval is for the life of the vdude. the 
word "permanent" shall be spec1lied in the same manner. 

TbIS rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.2-40. 



SENATE FILE !14 

69TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Sec. 7. Chapter321. Code 1981.isamen.ded byaddin& 
the following new sea.ton: 

N.w Seetio&. A person shall not dnve or operate a 
new car. used car. li&ht delivery trwa. panel delivery 
trud. pickup. or mulupurposc vehicle upon a public 
highway which b.as had the =ter of p-avtty altered or 
modified in any manner which IS prohibited by rules 
a<Joptcd by the director. The rules shall be based upon 
onginal automobile manufaau.rer specificauons. The 
rules adopted by the director shall not prohibit a person 
from dnvmg or operatin& a new car. used car. li&ht 
delivery truck. panel delivery truck. pickup. or mulupur­
P°"" vehicle whc-n: the bumper is not more I.ban live 
inches above or below the angina.I automobile manufac­
turer's .ipcoficauons. 

In adoptin1 t'\llu. the direaor shall provide exceptions 
to the standards provided in Ibis secuon wlu:.-e the owner 
of the a.ew car, used car, li&ht delivery � panel dcllv­
ery uuclc. picxup, or multlpur;,ooc ve!tide has altered or 
modified the =ter of p-avuy or height of the bumper 
because of the special use of the vehicle for hauling spe­
cial loads or the owner's use of the new car. used car. light 
delivery truck. panel delivery truck. p,ckup. or mulupur• 
pose vehicl.c in the owner's occupauon wbu:h is pnmanly 
for off-rughway use. Rules adopted Wider Ibis section 
shall exempt antique vehicles rqistered Wider secuon 
321.115. or vehlClcs winch qualify u anuquc vehicles 
under section 321.115 and a reconstrueted vehicle titled 
Wider sedlon 321.23. 

The purpose of this stetion is 10 insure the proper use 
of motor vehicles on the l11ghwaY5 of the state and 10 
provide for tl\e personal 5"fcty of the motor vehicle 
owner and the owner·s motor vehicle and the travel' 
public and other motor vehicles used on the hi&hway, 
the state. 
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HARRY HUGHES 
GOVERNOR 

FRANK A. HALL 
SECRETARY 

PUBLIC SAFETY ANO 
CORRECTIONAL SERVICES 

Ms. Joan Crew 

STATE OF MARYLAND 

DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES 

MARYLAND STATE POLICE 

AUTOMOTIVE SAFETY ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 

6601 Ritchie Highway 

Glen Burnie, Maryland 21062 

768-1735

TTY For The Deaf 486-0677 

October 15, 1984 

4620 S. 87th Ave�ue 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 741�5 

Dear Ms. Crew: 

CAL.VIN A. LIGHTFOOT 
DEPUTY SECRETARY 

COLONEL W. T, TRAVERS, JR. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

MARYI...ANO STATE POLICE 

T�e Maryland �otor Vehicle Ad�1n1strat1on CMVA) and the Maryland State Police 

(MSP) recognized tte subJect o! your 1nqu1ry as a problem which required 

action many years ago. However, due to the l1rn1ted number of this type of 

vehicle 1n Maryla�d, t�ere have been very few coll1s1ons 1nvolv1ng these 

vehicles to S�Fport s1gnif1=ant data collection. Therefore, steps were taken 

based on the obvious potential hazards of such modifications. Enclosed are 

copies of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Transportation Article, Maryland 

Vehicle Laws, Title 22, Section 105, which proh1b1ts the alteration of bumpers 
on passenger cars and light t�ucks which reduces the effec:iveness of the 

bumpers and directs the �VA and �S? to adopt bumper regulations. Also, 

enclosed are copies of the regulations and updates pertaining to bumpers on 

Class A passe�ger cars and Class E light trucks as well as regulations 

perta�r.ing to tire size changes ar::: suspension modifications. 

Initially, the bumper height regulations were accompanied by a list of 

manufacturers' bumper heights for all vehicles. This system was too 

cumbersome ar:::: was eventually replaced D'./ the allm, .. able tolerances of between 

16 anC :o 1nc;,e� fer passenger veh�cles and 30 incnes plus or minus 3 inches 

for lig�t trucKs. This system allowed law enforcement officers to take 

enforcement ac:.10n when violators were observed anj remained an effective 

syste� for mar.y ;.,ea::-s. Of course, not all violators were ooserved and ci:.ed 

by law enforceme�t o:f1cers but, ncnet�eless, compliance o: the maJority 

was attained and the problem significantly reduced. 

Most recently, however, the new craze began: the four-wheel drive, lift­

kit equipped, lig�t truc�s, registered as Class E vehicles, were regulated 

by tne current statute and regulations. The multipurpose vehicles, 

registered as Class M vehicles, however, did not fall into either category 

and, subsequently, could not be regulated. This was immediately realized 

and action was initiated to rectify tnis situation through t�e Maryland 

Legislature. 



Ms. Joan Crew - 2 - October 15, 1984 

Research was conducted and maximum heignt, based on the highest manufactured 
light truck or multipurpose vehicle bumper of 28 inches established. During 
the 1984 Maryland Leg1slat1ve session, the amendment to Section 22-105 of 
the Transportation Article was enacted. However, the leg1slat1on does not 
become effective until July 1, 1985. Therefore, enforcement action and 
adoption of regulations must be delayed until then. 

As you can see, the MVA and MSP are aware of the problem and are taking 
every action poss1ole to rectify 1t. However, as you can also see, these 
things take time. In the 1nter1m, enforcement action 1s being taken through 
othe� areas o� ex1st1ng law and regulation pertaining to these venicles su2h 
as h�adl1ght he1��t, steering mod1f1cat1on, mud flc�s, etc., in al at�emp� 
to control this fad as much as possible until the bumper height law becomes 
effective July 1, 1985. 

PWJ.WRJ:das 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

-<
/)
L�

� R: Wt����ne�,cC!p�
a

o/Cor.mtjer, A.S.E.D. 



Captain R. W. Janney 
Connnander, A.S.E.D. 
6601 Ritchie Highway 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21062 

Dear Captain Janney: 

19 October, 198/4 

Thank you for your letter of October 15, 1984 in reply to my letter 
requesting laws and statistics on bumpers and tire sizes. As a 
secretary myself I know how easy it is to forget to include the 
enclosures, which is what happened with your letter. Would you 
please send them to me. 

Several states have requested a copy of all the information I receive. 
Also, I need all the information I can get to try and convince the 

Florida legislators that something has to be done in that state. Xy 
son was 1n his 4th year, studying marine biology, at Florida State, 
Tallahassee, when he was hit. Florida has no inspection and no laws 
governing tire size or modifying vehicles. I have been told that 
some of the legislators drive the high modified vehicles. I wrote a 
letter to all the Florida legislators in May, and follow-up letters 
since then, but don't think I've made a dent. I will be going down 
there to speak with the Transportation Committees after the next 
election, and taking copies of everything and anything that might 
convince them. If you think of something that would help, or come 

across something that would, please forward it on to me. As I 
mentioned 1n my last letter, I am also trying to convince the �TESA 

that something has to be done. 

�!y home state of Oklahoma has Just recently written up sorrething to 
regulate modificat1on of vehicles. It has to go through a hearing 

and the legislature. The target date is also Julv 1, 1985. It is a 
good first step, out more is needed. 

Thank you again for your help, 

Sincerely, 

Joan Crew 
4620 S, 87 E, Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74145 



Ms. Joan Crew 

4620 S. 87 E. Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74145 

Dear Ms. Crew: 

@ltutr of N rm 3/rrary 
DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

ze SOUTH MONTGOME .. Y STREET 

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY ossee 

October 18, 1984 
PHONE /,09-:2_9:2_ - 'f 5 � 7 

Your letter of September 25, 1984 has been referred to this office 

for reply. 

You have my sympathies for this tragedy you have experienced. Un­
fortunately I cannot give you much help in regards to statistical infor­
mation. we have also been trying to obtain statistics on raised vehicle 

accidents. The only information I have been able to gather is included in 
reports prepared by the University of Michigan and the University of North 

Carolina. 

In a February 1980 technical report entitled, "On Road Crash Experience 
of Utility Vehicles" prepared by the Highway Safety Research Institute (now 
the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute) it was noted 

that utility vehicles are involved in fatal crashes almost 40\ more often 
than passenger cars and that rollover occurs 1n about 30% of U.S. fatal 

crashes involving utility vehicles while only 6i of all U.S. fatal passenger 
car crashes involve rollover. Data included in the aforementioned report 

also shows that 74% of the utility vehicles involved in the fatal crashes 
studied had no �od1.f1cations made to their suspensions and 60% had original 

equipment tires. In addition, this data indicates that only 14\ of all the 

vehicles studied had 11 over diameter" tires. 

A primarily statistical study reported in September 1981 by investiga­
tors from both the Highway Safety Research Center of the University of 
North Carolina and the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, Washington, 
D.C. entitled, "A Comparison of the Crash Experience of Utility Vehicles,
Pick-up Trucks and Passenger Cars" basicaly concurred with the Highway

Safety Research Institute report with regard to the crash experience of

utility vehicles, especially with regard to the high rollover rate of

AMC Jeep CJS utility vehicles .

The University of Michigan report apparently prompted the Federal 
Government to require the manufacturers of 4-wheel drive utility vehicles 

.\'ei,· Jerse_i Is An Equal Opportunity Employer 



to install warning stickers in view of the drivers of all new utility 
vehicles. (N.H.T.S.A. notice enclosed). 

The New Jersey Division of Motor Vehicles has received numerous 

complaints regarding raised pick-up trucks and utility vehicles. We have 

also received a number of undocumented reports of rollovers and other 
accidents resulting from the modifications. 

In view of the foregoing, our Division is attempting to promulgate 
regulations to control vehicles which have been modified in a manner so 
that the vehicle's height has been raised beyond manufacturers specifica­
tions. Li�its on bumper heights will be included in the regulations. I 
will forward a copy of the regulations to you as soon as they are fina­
lized. 

Since New Jersey has an annual inspection program we will be able to 
check every raised vehicle which is registered in this State. Besides 

specific points covered in the proposed regulations, we will also examine 
these vehicles for compliance with existing regulation which include re­

quirements for brakes, steering, emissions, lights, signalling devices, 

etc. 

Hopefully accidents such as the one your son was involved may be 
prevented if our proposed regulations are approved. 

I hope that I have been of some assistance to you. If you come up 

with any information that could help us to justify our regulations, we 
would be appreciative if you could forward it to this office. 

WAH:d 

Sincerely, 

ffe,1/,/',- ,/ ,$,,, -
William A. Henn, Coordinator 

Safety Standards/Driver Testing 



Ms. Joan Crew 
4620 S. 87 E. Avenue 
Tulsa, Oklah001a 74145 

Dear Ms. Crew: 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Department of Law Enforcement 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

October 19, 1984 
JAMES B ZAGEL 

Dire,'ur 

I am sorry to learn of the unfortunate death of your son. Although 
Ill1no1s does not maintain statistics in the form you have requested, Illinois 
law does provide a maximum bur,1per height for all vehicles. The Statute 
regulating such height is attached. 

JBZ :os 

Attachr,ient 

Very truly yours, 

Q:�l/c} 
Director 

103 .\rmon Building - Sprmgf1r-ld, tll1no1s 61 .. 06 

(217) 782-7263 
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for tt-, J� purJ:.t,se 

1 c 1  E , ""n o;,. ncr O" O)Jt ra t.c,r a.nd dr: \ t'r of :.. tO\.\. ·tru d. 
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t" I , ,t .-, � ,;. •  � :- ,, a\ of thF �'...J.Cc v. 1 tr  riu"rr-a .,,_ t ar O. 
._ .. , t- • ,._ � - , .. , •.,..m 1f  r,L,nT1 0 \l. i:-,;1:- d,w� n ·i1 af:t- � l  thi. 
l '  · ,  ,�  '-,, rr 1 , ,,- • a l )1)r, uf ·.r, o:. \ 1- r, 1clt- r-, , - ; . . . . _ :,c,• � • ,.;. ] :
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1 
� , \ l•• P -_,,,. , ,h 1 C l t � dt S ' f,Cr.ed v r  rn , ,u ,f 1i:-C pri r- .,_r i ) \  

fvr uf r ' . .  i=' '  "' � '  r.., , ' ";� 1 ,u rp•-• '-t' '- \.\. h , le sue t- , dl l l l':'!' ,;1.'"t 1� 
wv. .:-,r t.,:, ..,. ,,, : , ,. _ , .:: e"- o- n,o:.0'" dn , en n c le�  
. .\ d d,d b:,. P A  7t--43b § ) eff J an l 18';" .; 

l �.JinS Bum per�
� J �...;;n� B1.-!"' ) '"'r" 1 a 1  l !  cha\1 bt- unl.:1.\1. fuJ W 0i:,er

,. ..... ar, . mc :r,r , .- 1- , _ , ,:- v. , 1 )- ..,. f'"n�- , ehKlt' v. ,,. Jf'. ,-" rd�in g of
<.. 1 , • H 1  !" • L. rd'- l'" :. . c  L•'" ,.,r, \  r " ' " ' r , ,c h 1c lt  r,-,i;1,:ered as a
•-, "" «t , . , • al , ,  r, ,_ ],. u, ,rJ.,· u i 1 �  r . .  oe or ar. , 1-, �h \\ a\ of

V,h,tl< Cod, § 12-701 

tlm St.au, unless such mot.or -..eh1c !E- 1s equ ipped "- Ith both 
a from and rear bu mper 

Except as indicated belo"' , ma--: imum bumper ht1ghLc of 
such mot.or \' eh1cles shall be dett:rmmed b:, "' e irht categ1,>­
r:-, of gros� \- eh1cle ...,, eight ratm� IG\"WR J measured from 
a le\ el su rfatt' w the h1ghest po,nt of the bottom of the 
bumper "' her th� vehicle is unloaded and the Ures are 
mflllted to tht' manufacturer's recom mended pre!:'>sure 

M;;.>.. m1..m b ... mj:,e'" heig hts are as fol]o..., s 

All mo:or , ehicles of 
tht first d1ns10n 

Maximum Front 
Bum?f>r Height 

22 mches 

All othe� IT'utor , <:h 1C'lt'� 
4 50[, lbs &nd u nder 

cnrn 
4 50 1 lbs thr0u.(' I-

-;- 50U lb� G\"\\ F 
7 5(1 : lb, thr<JL�ri 

8 (1( 11 1 IDs G \  \\ h 

24 mch""" 

27 mcrt!-

2� mrhe� 

�f a>..1mum Re-.r 
Bumper He1ght 

22 inches 

26 mches 

28 mches 

3fl mches 

Ho ..... t'\ d  nr, tJm,,r- ff, th 1� St-CtlOJ �� uL ;,rl:\ 1:'rH the inst.al· 
la:10 r. 01 h,.,;-;- , l,.,.r � �.:ird� 
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Amendec t,, F' A � :, - �Jt � 1 t-1f J .., r, 1 ! 9�� 
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mark 1ri�s �o of:' ir .& ,  0•  1:c-. ;.. , .- , .,.  .. � • tr.E :S:au- or an \ 
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d • spusl:' of ;;,� ,  mc•tv" \ C">-1 1rJt- [•l:'<>-r,�, f  -,_. u :r.imf>nt markings 
or otr-,e.- i rc ,� 1 0  o: ;_,c, 1 1..::c- ;,, J _ ,.1 ,_.ri;: , u- .,><;:,, prwr to del J \er:-, 
of the \ eh 1 c l-.: tht: eq u1pn 1en :  ,na  --:.an..:::ig-s have been 
suff1c1ert1, a:lt"rec u'" obl 1 t1:-r:..tkc ,� rerr,ovf t.nE appear 
ance of suet- •1,,ct-,on::,. 
Former]:,. § l 2---60t Rl:'n umht"red � l .2---'308 b, P A  ?� 
1 45-4 § 4� eff .... ug 3:  1976 

1 2� 1 0  Hf'111.d <.�t ren•n ers 
� 1 2---'3(1� H<"ad'-e: receJ\ er� 

vehiclt' or, thl:' hi�'l v.  a, s of t.hi� 
reren ers "' h1le drn m� 

1 ::. •  \. ,  e1�,\ 1: .- of Cl rr,otor
�'....o.,e ::-hai ,  .I. to•  fH:: ,;1.CSe" 

1b 1 Th ,� s ... �•. 1O•, dllt''- r.c ,:. i:r•,; �, .- : ll t" t:"I:' o:  <1 hf ;,.cset
n i,t- r(-'LE I\ Jn�  t-q u1pmt'nl t.'-1:'d t: ,c lu:,.1\ eh fo r !:'>:..fen or 
i_r<1 ffP e•,g- , r, .--L'l �  studJt':,. 0'" b•, " "' .-r 1fnrcerr". r :  pt,!""-OT' 
Dt" ur a .. t \  
� rlli, .. IJ h; f' ;_ �t'-:-H-. : .s 1 eff .\ �f  '.; t  1�7: 

.-\ f.TJ C:..E \ E  �:- ECJAL P.1. 1..c,t l f.: E: \1 £�TS FOR 
\ E1--i l C LE ... l l } TH E SE• ,:1�[• [! l \"I S IO� 

l �-':' fl l T rM t ( , r ,. 1 r  .. r : 1on i:-ng- 1 nes •nd  motor trucks--
Upt>rrt • iun c.n h i gh" d, s-Turnmg un h igh\lla��  dur. 
m� f<>. r m 1 ni,: Oplc'rd1 ton,.,_\ H • la t 10n,  
J _--1 1 . Tr.,, ,  , ,:-c  '..rac:1L •r t:' '" e ,r,e.:= & riC motor 

trJ<'t s -( 1 , - -.,,: 1,, r  vr \- ,�i,,-... .1,·c --Tu rrmf.; on highv. a\ S
d u " i � )..' fc · ·  r ;.  r , , ., •�· . .Jr, ,-\' , ,-, o· , c ,r:,. �O t:-a.ri.Or trac­
i:J{Jn t ",)? • , -::  n ' l ' ' r �.- ... L I,.  or n:•, i:-• S,'l", . .  d'" ' € ", 1dt:' <;nal 1 bt
c,;- ,.,.:-att-c " - ,"�  1 , \ ,- r , , r a iunf o.~ , t, u t,lR 1-•. g '", ... a.\ of this 
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HARRY HUGHES 

GOVERNOR 

FRANK A. HALL 

SECRETARY 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND 

CORRECTIONAL SERVICES 

Ms. Joan Crew 

STATE OF MARYLAND 

DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES 

MARYL.ANO STATE POLICE 
AUTOMOTIVE SAFETY ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 

6601 Ritchie Highway 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21062 

768-1735
TTY For The Deaf 486-0677 

October 26, 1984 

4620 S. 87 E. Avenue 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 

Dear Mrs. Crew: 

CALVIN A. LIGHTFOOT 

DEPUTY SECRETARY 

COLONEL. W, T, TRAVERS, JR. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

MARYLAND STATE POLICE 

Enclosed are the regulations and statutes we failed to include in the response 
to your first inquiry. Please accept our apology for this oversight. 

This 1s all of the 1nfor�at1on available 1n Maryland at the present time. 
However, you ma/ want to 1nqu1re of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Adrn1n1strat1on 
regarding such mod1f1ed vehicles. It 1s my understanding that their position 
on venicles modified in such a manner to not only raise the vehicle but also 
alter the steering georr.etry, driveline angles, center of gravity, roll center, 
etc., is to require engineering surveys of sucn venicles prior to registration 
as a reconstructed vehicle. Engineering surveys are very exacting and 
expensive and have prevented, to 
being registered in New Jersey. 

RWJ:WRJ:das 
Enclosure 

the best o: my knowledge, such vehicles from 

Si�5;7rely,

-? 7 �, ((J __,,�-rz-:ru c\
-' R. w. Janney, c

� commander/ A.S\0 



22-105, - (Amended)

Vehicle Laws - Bumpers 

FOR the purpose of expanding the prohibition against 
altering the bumpers of certain vehicles to include alterations 
that are neither willful nor intentional; adding multipurpose 
vehicles to the prohibition against operating passenger vehicles 
and certain trucks if those vehicles have been altered in a manner 
reducing the effectiveness of their bumpers; providing that 
certain vehicles may not be operated on any highway in this State 
if those vehicles have been altered in a manner that would render 
the vehicle dangerous 1n the event of a collision with another 
vehicle; setting a maximum legal bumper height; providing for a 
delayed effective date; and generally relating to the prohibition 
against altering the bumpers of certain vehicles. 

(A) If any Class A (passenger) vehicle, any Class E 1/2 or
3/4 ton truck, OR ANY CLASS M (MULTIPURPOSE) VEHICLE has been 
altered in any manner that would reduce the effectiveness of its 
bumpers OR RENDER THE VEHICLE DANGEROUS in the event of a collision 
with another vehicle, it may not be operated on any highway in 
this State. The Motor Vehicle Administration and the Automotive 
Safety Enforcement Division of the Maryland State Police Jointly 
shall adopt rules and regulations relating to bumpers as used in 
this section. 

(B) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY PROVISION OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY,
A PERSON MAY NOT OPERATE ON ANY HIGHWAY IN THE STATE: 

(1) A CLASS A (PASSENGER) VEHICLE WITH A BUMPER THAT
EXCEEDS A HEIGHT OF 20 INCHES; OR 

( 2) 
(MULTIPURPOSE) 
28 INCHES. 

A CLASS E 1/2 OR 3/4 TON TRUCK OR A CLASS M 
VEHICLE WITH A BUMPER THAT EXCEEDS A HEIGHT OF 

EFFECTIVE July 1, 1985 Chapter 508 

- 8 -



-
---

-

�-o.-i• 

-·-

-.c ..,_.,., ..... 

_,_,...... 

ITATI 0, IIA�YUND 

0£�'-"TM!NT Of 

,UILIC IAIETY ANO COflJ�ICTIONAl ll1'V1C!I 

MAlll'LUIIO IT A Tl l'OUCI 

.M.IT�OTIYE SAFETY £NFOIICE"Ell1 OIYISJ(Jj 

6601 R1tch1• H19hw1y 
Glen 8urn1e, H1ryl1nd 21062 

16A-1735 
TTY fot the Otof 486-0611 

A!,r11 30, 1982 

.... - .. , .. -oo 

.. ...,,.,IKN,_,,. 

Oll�l'"' ! _,.,_ _,, 
""'-""°'"' 

....,...,....,f'IATIOOIO 

�PPENOIX NO 25-04-82 BUMPER HE!GH1 REQUIREMENTS 
PASSENGER CARS 

TO: A11 Authorized Inspect1on Stations 

Regulat1on 11,l�.07A sets forth safety standards and inspection procedures 
for bunpers on p1sserl9er c�rs. light trucks, multipurpose passenger veh1c1es 
w1th 3/4 ton or less chas1s capacity. and Type II School Vehicles. 

The rt-gulat1on 11s0 requires bt.nflpers to be w1th1n certain helghts as furnished 
by the Autanot1ve Safety Enforcenent �iv1sion At the present time, bll!1per 
heights have only been established for passenger cars W1thin the near future 
heights for the blllipers of the other types of ve�1cles w1ll � establ1�hed. 
Until these other he19hts are established. the following heights will� 
be applicable to p1ssenger cars· 

The bl6l'IPer h!ioht shall be bet�en 16 ind 20 inches 
frCIT'I the level-surface on which the vehicle st1nds 
to the bottcrn edge of the m11n horizontal bar of the 
bt.Jflper exclusive of 1ny hor1zont1l or vertic1l 
extension bars. 

(), late model Ford Motor Company vehicles {1980 1nd newer), 
the measuranent 1s made froo, the !Q.£_ of t�e main horizontal 
b1r of the bunper to the level surTaCe on which the vehicle 
stands. On vehicles equipped with soft bu�er covering, 
the mffsurement w111 be Ndt! on the reinforcing hor1zont1l 
biir. Sane part of the main horizontal b1r must be between 
14 1nd 22 inches fraii the level surface on which the vehicle 
stands. 

Should there be occasions of Quest1onable nature contact the Autanot1ve 
Safety Enforcement Oiv1s1on, 8:00 1.m. to 4 30 p.m., Mond1y thru Friday, 
exc•pt ho11d•ys, •t 768-1735 or 486,3101 Ext. 390. 

This Appendix will be inserted 
Inspection Handbook. 

!ED· IU

bet\tlllffn O the p19os 50 ond 61 f 

�'LI 
1 � 

Corrmand 
ehl' Captain 

H, ASE D 

i•hicl• 



Title 11 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Subtitle 13 MOTOR VEHICLE ADMINISTRATION-VEHICLE 
EQUIPMENT 

Chapter 03 Bumpers for Class A and Class E Motor Vehicles 

Authont)' Transportation Article, §22-105, 
Annotated Code of Maryland 

.01 Purpose. 

In accordance with Transportation Article, §22-105, Annotated 
Code of Maryland, the Motor Vehicle Admrn1strat1on and the Auto­
motive Safety Enforcement D1v1s10n of the Maryland State Pol i ce 
have set forth the followrng requirements for bumpers on Class A 
Passenger Motor Vehicles and Commercial Vehicles with a reg istered 
GVW of 10,000 pounds or less . 

. 02 Applicable Vehicles. 

Every Class A passenger motor vehicle or commercial vehicle with 
a registered GVW of 10,000 pounds or less when operated on the 
highways of �laryland shall be equipped v,ith a front and rear 
bumper 

.03 Bumper Standards. 

Every bumper shall 

A Comply with all applicable pro, 1s10ns of the Transportat10n Ar­
ticle-Maryland Vehicle Law, Code of Maryland Regulations. and all 
applicable Federal Motor \'ehicle Safety Standards and Regulatwns 
as promulgated by the Nat10nal Highway Traffic Safety Adm1mstra­
t10n. 

B Be an original or an approved type 

C. Be mounted equivalent to original design

D Be free of broken or missing parts, sharp edges, or abnormal 
protrus10ns 

E Extend at least to the lateral width of the vehicle 

I 11 Applies to the front bumper and rear bumper on a vehicle 
less than 80 inches m overall width 
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(2) A commercial vehicle with a registered GVW of 10,000
pounds or less and 80 inches or more in cverall width which 1s so con­
structed that the body or chassis without body has a rear ground 
clearance of� than � 1�s when empty shall be equipped as 
follows. 

(a) With a bumper or device serving similar purposes "hich
shall be constructed and located that 

I 1) The clearance between the effective bottom of the bumper 
or device and the ground cl,Q� nQt e"c�ed 3_0 inches when the vehicle 
is empty, 

(ul The maximum distance between the closest pomts be­
t"een the bumper, or device, 1f more than one 1s used, may not exceed 
24 inches, 

(ui) The maximum transverse distance from the widest part 
of the motor vehicle at the rear to the bumper or device may not e>.­
ceed 18 mches, 

(iv) The rear bumper or device shall be located not more
than 24 inches forward of the extreme rear of the vehicle, and 

(v) The bumper or device shall be substan tially constructed
and firmly attached 

(b) Every motor vehicle constructed and maintamed so that
the body, chassis, or other parts of the vehicle afford the rear end pro­
tect10n is in compliance with this sect10n 

F. Be no higher from the ground on which the vehicle stands than
onginally designed on the vehicle required to be so equipped �o 
manufacturing vanat]Q�_suspens1on ��-��!}!_!'lg, �:J_n�_h __ yava­
t10n from the____111a

__,
ximtcm ongmal �t !& ��Jahle. The ongmal 

maximum ._.,e,ght 1s obtainable through the Automotive Safet1 En­
forcement Division of the Maryland State Police 

.04 Modification of Bumper . 

A bumper may not be modified or extended up"ard or downward to 
compensate for vehicle suspens10n alterat10ns or mod1ficat10ns 

. 05 Replacement Bumper. 

Every replacement bumper shall be constructed, designed and 
mounted to comply with all requirements establ:shed in this chapter 

Admimstrative History 

E!Tectl',e date J,nuarv '.:!2, 1975 ,:; 2 Md R h6' 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 
PO IOX 191 

SACU.JriUNTO, CALIFOlNIA 95� 

(916) 445-1865

October 31, 1984

File No.: 62.A7001.A5018

Ms. Joan Crew 
4620 S. 87 E.Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74145 

Dear Ms. Crew: 

We share your concerns about the safety of vehicles modified to 
make the body higher than originally designed. 

I® 

From our experience complaints about such modified vehicles in­
clude the excessive headlight glare in rear view mirrors; mechanical 
problems (such as drive shafts pulling apart at the slip joint); 
stability problens (poor handling in skids, tipping over in 
accidents); and, as you mentioned, bumpers that are much higher 
than automobile bumpers. 

Contacts wit h manufacturers indicate that they do not encourage 
the installation of extreme suspension systems (or lift kits) on 
their 4 x 4 vehicles. They further warn that their warranty may 
be voided by modification of the suspension. They indicated no 
information about the effect of such modification on vehicle 
stability. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
required �anufacturers of short wheel base utility vehicles to 
suppl!' o,1ners wi�h inforTation that these vehicles have different 
handling characteristics than passenger cars. 

So�e excer�ts fron the California Venicle Code are enclosed for 
�rour 1nfornat1on. Excessive vehicle height QOd1£1cat1ons ca� be 
unsafe and 11ould noninally be a violation of California law. 
Unfortu�2tely, t�ere currentl� are no g�1del1nes as to ho� h13h 
a raised vehicle can be before becoming "unsafe''. An article 
from ''Four \{heeler'' magazine discussing this subJect is also 
enclosecr:-



Ms. Joan Crew 
Page 2 
October 31, 1984 

A few states have enacted laws in recent years to prohibit the 
bottom of a bumper from being higher than 30 inches on passenger 
cars and large pickup trucks. More information on a state by 
state basis is also printed as part of the above magazine article. 

We are unable to provide the kind of traffic accident data you 
requested. However, we do hope the enclosed material will assist 
you in reaching your goal. 

Very truly yours, 

-

_,,...-/ -
, 

� -

R. N. NOONAN, Captain 
Commander 
Commercial and Tec�nical Services Section 
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DIVISION 12. EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES 

CHAPTER I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
JNp IIBI 1t 

Div. 12 

.14(XX). Wherever in this division the word ''department .. occurs, it means 
the Department of the California Highway Patrol. 

•"'--I - •I Dlrl,I_, 

· . MOOl. Thi., division and Division 13 ( commencing at Section 29000) , 
11n1- otherwl..., provided, applies to all vehicles whether publicly or 

, privately owned when upon the highways, including all authorized 
-gency vehicles. 

,• : , "-'<loci a,. 199&, SlalL 19:19 Elfective Septembe1 Ill, lll!l9. 
;• ·.., c:-, 
���: A golf cart a, defined In Section 345 shall only be subject to the 

Jprov1,1D1D of this division which are applicable to a motorcycle. 
·? Added Cb. 1303, Statll 1968 F.lf'ectiv• NOVftnber 13, 15168. 
' � Cl. 1015, St■ts 1969 Eff�ve Novnnber 10, l9tl9. 

Amlndod Ch. 973. StatL li'T!. FJTective Ausu,t 16, 1972 by terms of an ur,encr dame 

' o operate any vehicle or combination of vehicles 
, which Is In an unsafe condition, which is not equipped as required by thtS 
, tode, or which is not safely loaded. 

......... Wllft Unhnrlul ,._ 
; Moo:I. No vehicle shall be equipped with any lamp or illuminating device 
l!IOt requlred ot permitted In this code, nor shall any lamp or illuminating 
device be mounted Inside a vehicle unless specifically permitted by th1S 
code. This section does not apply to: 

(a) Interior lamps such a, door, brake and mstrument lamps, and map,
daih; and dome lamps designed and used for the purpose of 11iuminatlng the
'lllterlor of the vehicle. 

(b) Lamps needed In the operntlon or utilization of those vehicles
· dlllmiloned In Section 25001, or vehicles used by public utilities in the repair
: • maintenance of their oenice, or used only for the illumination of cargo
·:t11ace ol a vehicle while loadin!J or unloading. 
qF (�) Warning lamps mounted mside an authorized emergency vebicle and 
:lie !ll111g requirements established by the department. 
\ ,: f tJ � MT. Sb.ti IM.1. Effe.ctive Sept.mber 9.l, 1963. 
• i O&. 713. Stall. lffi. Effecttvw January 1, 1900 
,. ,,�\:.M O,sawNM Att.r lwlke tr Ollltw 
, . ,MQOC. No perlOll shall' operate any vehicle or combination of vehicles 
', � notice by a i-ce officer, a, defined in Section 830,l or subdivision (a) 
, !bf Section 830.2 of the Penal Code, that the vehicle is in an unsafo condition 
11,r II not equip� a, required by this code, except as moy be n�ccssary to 
i return the vehicle or combination of vehicles to the residence or place of IEE, of the owner or driver or to a guage, until the vehicle and its 

\ t have been made to conform with the requirements of this code. ' ¥ls\ons of this section shall not ap ly to an employee who does not 

' t C such notice has been issued, Ula in such event the provisions of 
:1,lectlon 40001 shall be applicable. 
1;;, t:::t:f Ch 306, Stab. 1PM Efrectlve September IT, 1985. 
� '. � Cl. 17l, Stab 1979 FJJectlvc J•nuary 1, 1Sl80. 
� ..... 1l ••"" ., Jn,,-llaHM •I 1/nlowlul E'flll,_.,,, 

•· •tt005. It is unlawful for UIY person to sell, offer for sale, lease, install, or 
:'�, either for himself or as the agent or employee of another, or through 

-" agent or employee, any glass, lighting equipment, signal devices, 
-la-ekes.. vacuum or pressure hose, mutfler, exhaust, or any kind of equipment 

 

Div. 12 - 4Gl - § 24\J.

(e) The provic;iom of ,;o lahv1,101Vi (a )  :md (h) do  not appl}' t o  any judicial • 
sale conduct('d p1 1 r , 1 1 , 1nl t i ,  .l \•, 1 1 1 c if f' X('l' l l l 10n rn ordt>r of l Ot1 1 l .

Adde-d Ch 1021 ,  �l,,h 1 ' 1 7 1  ( l\'' , 1 l 1 \ 1  t--1.tv 1 \ <172 
Am"nded Ch %7, \! . 1h JQ.''l ' f l , < t , 1 1 J , 1 1 111,u , I ,  1976 

Modilicallon of VcMcltu 

24008 I t  I!'.:. 1 1 1 1 1 .m ru l to  op· ·rnlr• a1 1v  pa.,!'.:icnger vehicle, or commercial 
vehicle under 4 ,000 pou 1Hk \\' l 1 1 ch  l i .1., bc-C'n mod1r1ed from the original 
design so that anv port ion ol " ' H  Ii vc-h,clc other t han the wheel,;; has leo;;s 
clearance from the <,urLwP of .1 l t 'Vt'I ro,,rlw,w lhan the dcarnncc between 
the roadway :ciml t he lo\\'l'nno.,l po, t wn of anr nm of any wheel when in 
contact with such ro,1dw,n 

Added Ch 1791 , c;;, th 1 <n.i I rf1 r t l\ , <.., plrmh'"r 18, J 'l'i9 
Am"ndffl Ch 1562, �t.1h It.Kil I II, c 1 1 , t• \1 11t1 111bc r l:i, 1%1 

, .  -� 1'MiPdl, Modification 

I 
24008 5 An "un'i,1k concl 1 1 !0 1 1" \\' 1 lh1 1 1  t hr nwanmg of Srchon 24002 

includes, but 1s not l 1 1n 1 tC'd to ,  th<' r,uc;u1g of the• CC'ntcr of gravity or ot her 
i mod1ficGtion of a Vt' l 1 1clr> c,o ,1c; lo un!'.:iafr-ly affect i ts  operation or stability 

Added Ch 3(X), Stah l%9 l:ffl'd1• 1• No\ !'11lbrr 10, J�9 
M•nufoch.nwr•• Nomt1 and GVJV Roling 

24009 No pcro;;on c;l i,111 c;cll or offl' I for sale- a nc-w motor lruck, truck 
tractor, or bus t hat 1,; not equipped \\ 1 t h  an idt•nt i l 1c.1.hon plate- or markmg 
bearing the manuL1d urt'r·s 11:1mf' and the manufacturer's gross vehicle 
weight ralmg of rnch vdrn:lc 

Added Ch I/JOO, Stats J{J';9 FffP{ ll\ f' S,•ph• r11ber 18, 19�9 
Repeall!'d Ch 4{Pj, Stat� 1 1u�1 Hfet h \ "  ".q itemh( r 20, 19fiJ
Addl'd Ch 1287, St.it � 1%7 1',Heetn ,. Nou,rnhf'r 8, 1%7 

V•hlcl• R•nlol R�1pon1ibilily 

24010. No person cng,1gcd m Llw rental of anv vehicle, for pcnods of 30 
dai·s or less, shall rPn t ,  !t -,1c;c- or othcn\. 1<;c .1 llow t he opcrJ.t1on of such vclucle 
un ess all nece,;;sary equ ipment rc-qu1rf'd b) t h1 ., code and rc-gubt10ns 
adopted hereunder for the ope1 a t 1nn of rnch vehicle- upon a l11ghway has 
been provided or offered to the les:>cc for his tl'-C 1 he contract or rental 
agreement shall 1 11clude t lu� 1rnm<"' of tllf' pC"rson from whom the vehicle 1s 
rc-ntcd, leased or obL1mcd. the addrc'>s of h1!:i place of buc,mess m t ins state 
where it is rented, k,1<;L•d or delivered, and a :ilaternent of any required 
eqmpment refused by the person to whom the \ dude 1s ren ted, leased, or 
delivered 

Added Ch MS, Stat,; 1967 rITedn" No, {'111hl'"r R, l9fi7
Amf'nd'"d Ch 1!5-'m, Sl,1h l<H I  Oprr,, t n r  �h� 3 lfJ72 
AmC'nde<l l h R8, �1111, l'nJ l .l l 1'c-l 1H' J .11 111,uy I , 1974 

F.d•rol Sohly Standard 

24011 .  \\'hcnever a f('dernl motor vehicle safety standard is established 
undn the NatJOnal rr.1ff1c ,md Molor Vt" h1c lC' S:1 f('lV Act of 1966 ( 15 U S.C , 
Sec 1381, et or;c-c/ ) no dl' , l lt•r <ih, 1 I I  <,{•II or qffc-r for <,,i ii:-- a vel11dc to wlu,h the 
stand1ud is app 1cali lc, ,111d llOJ>t•1 <,0 1 1  .,h ,d l  <,el l or offt•1 lor sale lor U <,f' u/,on 
• vehicle an item of eq1 1 1 1mn·11t to \\ h,cb the standard 1s applicable:', un ess. 

(a) Such veh1dC' or cqrn pment co1 1forms to the apphcable federal
,t,ndard 

(b) The vehicle or cqll lprncnt bcaror; thereon a certification by the 
manufacturer or d 1s t 1 1b1 1 tor th.i t tl complies with the applicable federal 
,tandards The cerhf, callon m.1y hC' 1 1 1  t he form of a '>) mbol prescnhcd m the 
frdl:'ral standards or, if there 1c; no  fedt•rci l  :,) mbol , by a symbol acc-cpt.1blc to 
!he dep.utment 

Add�d Ch 192, Sills 1968 Hfc:ch, " Novcml,c,r 13, 1968 



(b) The operator of a recrea t ional vehir!P, or a Vl'h ,c lc to wh1rh a ram per
Is attached. which recreational vc>lm:lc or campcr ,., c-qtn J.)pC'd w,t  h ,l fi re 
extinguisher as TNJt1 1rccl hy subd1vmon (.1 ) ,  shall c.1rrr <.uch fi re ext 1 1 1� 1mhcr 
In such recreational vehicle or (' ,tmper and sh,1\1 mamtam the fi re 
extingui,her in rm C"fficient opera t ing con<l1honle ) A! u,ed in th i s  section

1 ) "Cooking C'() ll ipment" mC'ans a dc-v 1cC" d<''i1).!n<'rl for cookm? wh ich
utl iz� combust ible material, mcludmg, bllt not l 1 1rn ted to, matr r  1 ,1 ] <, such rts 
charcoal or any flammable �a1_; or liquid ,  and "hc,1 \mg r(Jt1 1pnwnt" nwam a 
device designed for heat ing which ut i ! iieS combmt i l ik rn:iter i n l ,  mdud mg, 
but not l imited to, materials such as charconl or any flurnnahlP ga<; or l iqm<l 

(2) "Recreahonal Vt:"h 1clc·· has t lw ,;:;ime mC'anmg :1s dt, rmf'd r n  Scct10n
18010 � of the l ie.1 1 t h  an<l Safety Coc le 

Adckd Ch 392. St11.ts JgJ2 l:.ffC"C'hve M11rd1 7, 1973 

Article 11 5 Bumpers 
h•unpr V•hlcl• 

�O A� used in this article, " passrnger velm le" mean'.) " pass<'nger 
vehicle" as defined 111 Sect- 3411'1., 

Added Ch 272., Stats 1972 EITect1ve M.nch 7, 1973 

7 @ if ""i!ft r,I• 
l Every scngC"r vehicle rcg1,; tered in th1,; state shall be equipped

with a front bumper and with a rear bumper As used m th i s  c;cct 1nn, 
""bumper" means any device designed and intendPd Ov a manufacl urcr  to 
prevent the front or rear or the body <11 the vehicle r 1  om com mg mto con tact 
with any other motor vehicle This sect ion shall not apply to any pa<,s ... : ngc-r 
vehicle that b: required to be equippcd with an energy absorption syc;tcm 
pur,uant to either state or federal law, or to any passenger vch 1cl<' wh1, h ,v,ls 
not equipped with a front or rear bumper, or both ,  at the time thn t  1t was 
ftnt 10ld and registered under the laws of Hus or any other st atc- or foreign 
juri,diction, 

Added 0.. 172, Stab. H171. Effective Manh 7, 1973 
Amended Ch "'51,  Stab 1973 EfTed1vt- J•nuny I, 1974 

Article 12. Camp<'r Signaling Devices 
a..,., h11•n,•r Sl11nollnw D•Yl,-

IIIOl!O. 
�

• Every motor vehicle upon which a campr-r is mounted shall 
be equi with an nud1ble or v1sttal signaling de\'1Ce which can be
activ1t:S rom inside the camper and which is com.lructcd so as lo allow any
� inside the camper to gain the at l<'nhon of the du, c-r ol l hc- mntor 
whicle In no event shall a horn , as rr(]uircd by Sccl !on 27()(Xl, bC' u..:ed to 
comvly with this: sub<l iv1S1on. 

(b) No penon shal l dnve ■ motor vehicle upon which 1s mounted a
eMnper containing any passenger unless the motor vc-luclr is equipped as 
'9qlllred by mbdivlsion (a) . 

AM.ct O M.. St•b 1973 Opentive J•nuary I ,  1975 
; ' MM S/11-,,,,. O.YI.- Not 11.,,111,..,1 

•. l , ll9081. The provisions of Section 28080 shall not apply to eit her of the 
'1t following: 
:t . .  (a) Any motor vehicle upon which a camper is mounted ,f a p<'rson IS able 
' 'lo DlOVf' between the cab portion of the motor vclucle and the c.unpcr. 

(b) Any motor vc-hiclc upon which a c.tmpcr is mounted, wh1c-h motor
¥elucle b eqmpped with a sl iding or rf'movable rear v.. indow which can be 
opened or removed by a person ms,de c;uch eampcr 

Added Ch. 192.. St•ts 1973 Operative Janunry I ,  1975 

l.J IV •  .J.. "'t • v'

DIVISION 1 4  'l M OTOH VJ,l l lCLE Di\llli\CE CONTI\\.,
(Ar:ld('d ( h fl'1H, 5tals llfl l )  

CJIAP rEn 1 S1 1onT TITT.r 

Nam• of Act 

34700 Th is d rv 1 �ion m ,1y be ci ted as the Greene-I forrnn Motor Velncle
D,1magc Control Act 

Added Ch 5(IB \t ,ih 1 97 1  Op!'r,ihvl' �by 3, Jcr72

CHAP fEH 2 CFNI"RAL PnoVI5l0NS AND Dr.FINITIONS

NIU d , V•hlcl• O,fin�d
347 10  A.., u,rd 111 t \ 1 1.., d 1 \ 1<;,1on,  "p,\<;<;f'nger vclnrk" means ;rny motor

vehicle defmcd Ill '.-icd1on •1hS, cxc1 ·pl any of t he fol lowing motor vehicles:
( a ) Motorcycles
(b) Ho11<;cc,m, 
( c) 5pcc1 a  I I  y n)n,t n 1ctcd \'('lnclc<;,
(d) Motor vch 1 c-lc-\ < q 1 1 1 ppc-d with l nur-"vhccl drive
(e) Motor \i ch1c  I( s co1 1,., l rudcd on ,l t ruc-k chas<;1S
(f) Motor vc-h ickc; opl'r , 1 tcd for h,re ,  compenc;at mn, or profit
(g) Makes of motor v,,h,cle,; of a model year 111.mufactured or sold in

Calllornia m quant 1tir,; o! J , ·ss t han 2,000 umts for each �uch model year. 
(h) Motor vch 1( l c "•, clc"1�11cd and c onc;t ructed hy the manufacturer of c;uch

veh1cles ,  for off-h i gh\\ ,\\ u�e.  ac:; del c- rn1 111ed by the DCpartment of � {otor
Vehicles. 

Added Ch 59R, ,;;t;it� !Ci7 1 Opn1t1vll! Mav :1, lg-72 
Amended Ch 45 1 ,  �1., 1 �  1 '17 ! I r!Pct ,vc j 1 11 11:ir) I, 1974

,,. Amended \.h 635, \t,1h l'ri4 I I f! l ll \ f"  .11111.ny I ,  1 975

En•rgy�A b,orplion Sy1lt,m 

347 1 5  ( a )  No n<'w pasc;enger vPhiele, except a passenger vehtde
ccrhfied by its mc1nn r,1dur er as havmg bcC'n mnnufacturc-d prior to
September l ,  1973, sh:-i.11 he <;,old or rcg1c;tpred on and after Septemhf'r I ,  1973,
unless i t  has a manuf.tcturcr's \\ .1rranty that 1t 1s eqmppf'd with nn
appropriate encqw-ab\orphon svs lcm that me<'ts the rer1mn•mcnt for
enNgy absorpt ion syc;t cms set by the National lhghway Traffic Safety 
Adm1n1stra tton 

Addi;-d Ch 59R, St.1t� JQ71 Opcrahve M11v 1, 1972 
Amended ( h AAO, Mat� 1977 I ffcchve J a11u,iry I, 197R 

CIIAl' n:11 3 0EPAIITMENTAL ACTION 

ln/uncllon for Violation 

34725 Any v 1ol.1l 1nn ol ,r nv prov1c; 1onc; of th1,; d1v1<;1on may be enjoined m
• civtl action brought In the At torney Genf'ral m the n.lme of the people of
the State of Cahror 1 1 1. 1 ,  t . pon request of the Depart ment of Motor Vehiele,,
except that 1t  c:;h.il l not h1 • necl'\<i.H) to show lack of adequate remf"dy at law
or to show 1rrC'par.1hlc- d,1 111 .1gc- or lo,c; 

Added Ch 5CIB, �t.i.t� \ ln l  Op,• r ,1' 1 \ e MJy :1, 1972 
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STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Mrs. Joan Crew 
4620 s. 87 E. Avenue 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 

Dear Mrs. Crew: 

e69 PUNCHBOWL STREET 

HONOLULU HAWAII 96113 

November 13, 1984 

We were saddened to hear of your son's untimely death 
caused by an auto accident involving a pick-up truck which 
was modified to a higher than normal configuration. 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

MVS 9.6267 
02.10.12 

Hawaii has the same problem in which pick-up truck and 
four-wheel drive multi-purpose passenger vehicle (MPV) 
suspension systems are modified to raise the entire vehicle 
into an undesirable center of gravity. The local news 
services have reported, on occasions, where these high 
configured vehicles were involved in single vehicle roll­
over accidents in which the driver or passengers were fatally 
or critically injured. 

The Motor Vehicle Safety Office frequently receives 
complaints from passenger car owners complaining about 
unnecessary damages to their hood or trunk due to an underriding 
or overriding collision involving a high configured vehicle. 

Consequently, the �J84 state legislature enacted a bill 
to regulate maximum bumper heights on all motor vehicles 
having a gross weight rating of less than 10,000 pounds. 
The Governor approved the bill on June 12, 1984, however, 
the new law will not become effective until July 1, 1985. 

The delayed effective date will overlap the 1985 
legislative session. This has given a group of pick-up 
truck and MPV owners the opportunity to form a coalition 
which plans to repeal the new law before the effective date. 
Hence, the effect of the law is currently uncertain. We are 
enclosing a copy of the bill for your review.

Your request for statistics on accidents and fatalities 
involving modified pick-up trucks are not available. Each 
separate island county police department maintains its own 
motor vehicle accident and fatality records. However, 
modified vehicle accidents and fatalities are not logged 
separately from regular vehicles. Consequently, there is no 
automated retrieval system to recall a certain group or type 
of vehicles involved in accidents. 



Mrs. Joan Crew 
Page 2 
November 13, 1984 

MVS 9.6267 
02.10.12 

We hope the information provided herewith will be 
helpful in your endeavor to establish a national vehicle 
height standard. If we can be of further assistance to you 
on this matter, please contact Mr. Larry Hirohata, Vehicle 
Equipment Safety Specialist at the following: 

Enclosure 

Department of Transportation 
Motor Vehicle Safety Office 
79 South Nimitz Highway 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Telephone: (808)548-5755 

Yours very truly, 

y \[, ' (),�D�
Wayne J. Yamasaki� 
Director of Transportation 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATUIU: OF THE STATE OF HA W.i\';I: ==-
- c::r> �.. =- .... 

SECTION 1. Chapter 291 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes 

is�amended�by--adding:!.a'.:'.new,£sectiorito be appropriately 

designated and to read as follows: 

"§291- Regulation yf bumper height. Max_i!11__um bumper

heights of motor vehicles shall be determined by the weight 

category of gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) as measured 

from a level surface to the highest point on the bottom of 

the bum2er. Maximum_Jleights are as follows: 

Gross Vehicle Weight Rating 

4,500 lbs. and under 

4,501 lbs. to 7,500 lbs. 

7,501 lbs. to 10,00C, lbs. 

Front 

22 inches 

24 inch-2s 

28 inches 

Rear --

22 inches 

26 inches 

30 inches 

For anz _vehicle with bwr.pers or attaching components 

which have been modified or altered from the original 

manufacturer's design to conform with the maximum bumper 
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height reg�irements of this section, the bumper height shall 

be measured from a level surface to the bottom of the 

vehicle frame rail where the original bumper brackets were 

installed. This section shall not a.EE.!l, to motor vehicles 

which, at manufacture, have a bumper height in excess of 

that p!:,;vided j_n this section. "Bu,;iper", for purpo:,es of 

this section means a horizontal load bearins_ii_rotective 

system installed on a motor vehicle which is constructed of 

sturdy materials that will not shatter or split upon moderate 

im�ac_t: and provide adequate protection against damages to 

the front and rear external lighting and reflective devices, 

hood, trunk, doors, painted surfaces, cooling system, exhaust 

system, and_other components durir..g:::a low speed impact." 

SECTION 2. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 3. Thi.s..Act-sh�l,-tak-effect-on-Ju,lr:J.',&1985" 
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

c..c: C • .ff/£F 
[:. C. 

�RI/ 
f? Co//1/(S 

1st Session of the 40th Legislature (1985) 

3 HOUSE BILL NO. / /pf BY: HENSHAW 

4 
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8 

--9 

10 

ll 

12 

131 

141 

. 

---� -- -- -·- AS INTRODUCED 

AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES: PROHIBITING 
CERTAIN MODIFICATIONS OF VEHICLE SUSPENSION 
SYSTEMS: PROVIDING FOR EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
PENALTY: PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

16 SECTION l. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified in 

17 the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 11-1114 of Title 47, unless there is 

18 created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

19 A. No person shall operate a motor vehicle required to be

20 registered 1n this state upon a public road, street, highway, or 

21 turnpike if such vehicle is modified from its original manufacturing 

22 design so th_at i,ts.,.re<1r qr front bumper, measured to any point on the

23 lower edge of the main horizontal bumper bar, exclusive of any bumper 

24 guards, is not within the range of fourteen (14) inches to twenty-two 

25 (22) inches above the surface of the roadway. 

26 B. No motor vehicle required to be registered in this state

27 shall be modified from its original manufacturing oes1gn so that the 

28
1
body or chassis comes in contact with the ground or the wheels or the 

29 fuel tank is exposed to damage from collision. No part of the 

30 original suspension system shall be disconnected or removed, causing 

31 interference with the safe operation of the motor vehicle. 

32 C. Any person who violates any provision of this section, upon

33 convict1on, is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished as 

34 provided for 1n Section 17-101 of Title 47 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

35 

36 
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SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November l, 1985. 

40-1-5249 KSM:ai 01/15/85 

Page 2 



v·'\l \ � 
. ,) 

4713-A Arrowhead Trail 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37411 

August 6, 1984 

Chai rman of House Transportation Committee 
House of Representatives Building 
Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Dear Sir: 

In April 1984 my friend's son, Todd Munsell, lost his life in a car 
that was hit by a "Jacked-up" truck. The bumper was so high it hit 
Todd's head and peeled more than half the roof of the car off. The 
tires were 40 inches high and 17 inches wide. The kid driving the 
truck claims he didn't swerve because his truck might have turned 
over. These trucks are legal in Florida. Florida has no inspection 
to regulate anyting. In the State of Oklahoma (I am a former resi­
dent) there is inspection and the lights are not supposed to be 
higher than S_L_inches. That is 4-1/2 feet! The bumpers are right 
below the lights making them start about 44-46 inches above the 
ground. Have you ever measured where that would come to on your 
car? We must regulate or prohibit these extra high vehicles from 
our roads. My friend is pushing a letter writing campaign in both 
Florida and Oklahoma. Please help in any way you can by speaking 
to those in Washington from either of these states. 

If the car Todd was in had been hit by a normal car or truck, because 
of the angle it was hit, he would be alive today. The passenger door 
would probably not even have been hit. The bumper would have hit the 
front fender and tire. He would have broken legs probably. As it is, 
there wasn't a broken bone in his body belmv his head. 

Please discuss this situation with your constituents and let's have 
action taken now. Please help us! 

Sincerely, 

,' 
" / 

Mrs. Sarah E. Carroll 

cc - Chairman of Senate Transportation Committee 
John Christensen, Staff Director 

·-�
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By Representative McEwan 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to state uniform traffic 

control: creating s. 316.251, P.S., requiring 

front and rear bumpers on motor vehicles 5,000 

pounds and less; prov1d1ng max1mwn heights of 

bumpers: prov1d1ng exceptions; providing for 

revocation of registration under certain 

circumstances; providing an effective date. 

10 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

11 

12 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Section 1. Section 316,251, Florida Statutes, 1s 

created to read: 

316,251 Maximum bumper heights.--

(1) Every motor vehicle of net weight of not more than

5,000 pounds shall be equipped v1th a front and a rear bumper 

such that when measured from the ground to the bottom of the 

bumper the maximum height shall be as follows: 

NET WEIGHT FRONT REAR

Automobiles for private use: 

Not weight of less than 2,500 pounds 22" 22" 

Not weight of 2,500 pounds or mol."e, 

but less than 3,500 pounds 24" 26" 

Net weight of 3,500 pounds or more 27" 29" 

Trucks: 

Net weight of less than 2,000 pounds 24" 26" 

Net weight of 2,000 or moc-e, but not 

mol."e than 3,000 pounds 27" 29" 

Net ve1ght of 3,000 pounds, but not 

mol."e than 5,000 pounds 20" 30" 



57-69-3-5

l (2) "Antique can1" .as defined 1n s. 320.08, "hors@less 1.38 

2 carriages• as defined 1n s. 320.086, and "street rod" as 

3 defined 1n s. 320.0863, shall be excluded from the 

4 requirements of this section. 

5 {3)(.a) The owner of a motor vehicle governed by the 

6 prov1s1ons of this section shall provide proof to the 

7 department .at the time of registration or rereg1strat1on of 

8 the vehicle that 1t compltes v1th this section. 

9 (b) The reg1strat1on of any motor vehicle not 1n 

10 compliance with the prov1s1ons of this section shall be 

11 revoked unless the owner brings the motor vehicle into 

1.39 

1.10 

1.10 

l.41 

l.42

1.12 

l.13 

12 compliance within 10 days after notice of violation, issued by 1.11 

13 the department. 

1' 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

,. 

25 

26 

27 

29 

30 

31 

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1965. 1.45 

HOUSE SUMMAR'{ 

Provides height requirements for front and rear bumpers 
on motor vehicles of net weight of not more than 5,000 
pounds. �xempts .antique cars, horseless carriages, .and 
street rods from the act. Requires proof of compliance 
upon registration of the motor vehicle. Provides for 
revocation of registration for v1olat1ons. 

2 
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entitled 

C. s/ /113 G 33
a.a..-.2-�

"J9JlJ go be

An act!/relating to state uniform traffic 

control; creating s. 316.251, F.S., requ1r1ng 

front and rear bumpers on motor vehicles 5,000 

pounds and less; prov1d1ng maximum heights of 

bumpers; prov1d1ng exceptions; providing a 

penalty; providing an effective date. 

91 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 316.251, Florida Statutes, 1s 

121 created to read: 

13 

14 

316.251 Maximum bumper heights.--

(!) Every motor vehicle of net shipping weight of not 

151 more than 5,000 pounds shall be equipped with a front and a 

161 rear bumper such that when measured from the ground to the 

171 bottom of the bumper the maximum height shall be as follows: 

NET WEIGHT 

Automobiles for private use: 

Net weight of less than 2,500 pounds 

Net weight of 2,500 pounds or more, 

but less than 3,500 pounds 

Net weight of 3,500 pounds or more 

Trucks: 

Net weight of less than 2,000 pounds 

Net weight of 2,000 or more, but not 

more than 3,000 pounds 

Net weight of 3,000 pounds, but not 

more than 5,000 pounds 

FRONT REAR 

22" 

24" 

27" 

24" 

27" 

28" 

22" 

26"

29" 

26" 

29" 

30 II 

1 :btc 

1. 3

1. 4 

1. 5
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1. 6

1. 7

1. 9

1.10 

1.11 

1.13 

1.15 

1.16 

1.18 

1.20 

1.22 

1. 24

1. 26

1. 28

1. 30

1. 32

1. 34

1. 36
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30 (2) "Antique cars'' as defined in s. 320.08, "horseless 11.38

311 carriages" as defined ins. 320,086, and "street rod" as 

1 

1.39 

CODING: Words �t���ke� are deletions; words underlined are additions. 
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ll defined 1n s. 320.0863, shall be excluded from the

21 requirements of this section. 

31 (3) A violation of this section shall be defined as a

41 moving v1olat1on. A person charged with a violation of this 

51 section is subJect to the penalty provided in s. 318.18(3). 

1. 39

1. 40

1. 41

1. 4 3

1. 44
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Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1985. 11.46 
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178-357-5-5

***************************************** 

HOUSE SUMMARY

Provides height requirements for front and rear bumpers 
on motor vehicles of net shipping weight of not more than 
5,000 pounds. Exempts antique cars, horseless carriages, 
and street rods from the act. Provides that violation of 
these requirements shall constitute a moving violation 
punishable by a $25 fine. 

3 

l:hbs 

l:hbs 

1. 48
1. 50
1. 51
1. 52

1. 54

CODING: Words �t�t�ke� are deletions; words underlined are add1t1ons. 



STORAGE NAME: BS 8633-2/5 

Date: 
Revised: 

04/19/85 
04/24/85 

Final: 

BILL# HB 633 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

I� l'-{5 Y 
SPONSOR Representative �cEwan 

EFFECTIVE DATE 10/01/85 IDEN/SIM BILLS SB 840 

RELATING TO Bumper Heights 

OTHER COMMITTEES OF REFERENCE None 

I. SUMMARY: This bill establishes bumper heights for motor
vehicles under 5,000 pounds.

I I. 

Presently, there are no statutory requirements for bumper
heights.

Provides height requirements for front and rear bumpers of
motor vehicles of not more than 5,000 pounds net weight.
Antique cars, horseless carriages, and street rods will be
exempt from these requirements.

Proof of compliance will be required upon registration and
registration may be revoked for non-compliance.

ECONOMIC IMPACT:

A. Public: The amendment imposes a fine of $25 for non­
compliance.

B. Government: The amendment would eliminate any
economic impact on government.

I I I . COMMENTS: 

IV. AMENDMENTS:

Amendment 1: Page 1 Line 15 - Changes net weight of a 
vehicle to net shipping weight of a vehicle. 

Amendment 2: Page 2 Lines 5 - 13 - Provides for a 
noncriminal traffic infraction penalty in lieu of 
suspension of registration for noncompliance. 

Amendment 3: Title amendment. 

v. PREPARED BY: Lois Watson 
-==�==='-'---------------

VI. STAFF DIRECTOR: Bob Coggins 1?,µ--C. 

STANDARD FORM - 11/30/84 



STORAGE NAME: BS CS/8633-2/5 

Date: 
Revised: 

04/19/85 
04/24/85 
05Lli85 Final: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 

STAFF ANALYSIS 17 1 (I -_, r 

BILL# CS/ HB 633 SPONSOR Representative McEwan 

EFFECTIVE DATE 10/01/85 IDEN/SIM BILLS SB 840 

RELATING TO Bumper Heights 

OTHER COMMITTEES OF REFERENCE None 

I. 

I I. 

I I I. 

IV. 

v. 

VI. 

SUMMARY: This bill requires front and rear bumpers and 
maximum bumper heights for motor vehicles under 5,000 
pounds. 

Presently, there are no statutory requirements for 
bumpers. 

Provides height requirements for front and rear bumpers of 
motor vehicles of not more than 5,000 pounds net weight. 
Antique cars, horseless carriages, and street rods will be 
exempt from these requirements. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT: 

A. Public: Imposes a fine of $25 for non-compliance.

B. Government: None 

COMMENTS: 

AMENDMENTS: 

PREPARED BY: -�L�o�i�s,__,W�a�t�s�o"--'-'n ___________ _ 

STAFF_ DIRECTOR: -�B�o�b'-"C�o�g�g�1�·n�s,,_ _________ _

S"'.".'...'I;,;?('.) !"CRM - :1, 30 '24 



GEORGE FIRESTOI\E 
Ste rt1ary of State State of Florida 

BOB GRAHAM 

Governor 

BILL GUNTER 
Treasurer 

DOYLE CON1'.ER 
Commrs.swner uf A.JncullUrf! 
RALPH D TURLINGTO� 

JIM SMlTH 

Artornel' Gtmeral 
GERALD LEWIS 

Comptroller Comm1ss1onu of F.ducarwn 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
Neil Kirkman Buildmt LEONARD R MELLON 

Executl\le Director 

DIVISIONS 

Tal/ahas.1u. 32301 

• FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL • DRIVER LICENSES • MOTOR VEHICLES • ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Colonel Bobb\ R Burkett, Dlftctor C W Keith, D1rtc,or 

Senator Jack D. Gordon, Chairman 
Senate Transportation Committee 
30 Senate Office Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Dear Senator Gordon: 

Charles J Brantley, Director \\ R Kaufman, D1uctor 

May 1, 198 5 

In compliance with your request of April 29, 1985, 
enclosed please find fiscal notes prepared on Senate Bill 
1138 and Senate Bill 1071. 

If we can be of further assistance do not hesitate to 
let us know. 

JMMc/lky 
Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

J� McCi LL, Di.eccoc 
Administra�� Services 
Telephone 488-1404 



MEMORANDUM Date: April 25, 1985 

To: 

From: 

Senator Jack D. Gordon, Chairman 
Senate Transportation Committee 
30 Senate Office Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Joe M. McCaskill, Director 
Administrative Services 
Department of Highway Safety 

and Motor Vehicles 
Neil Kirkman Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Following is the information requested on Senate Bill No. 1138: 

SUMMARY OF BILL PURPOSES: 

This bill creates Section 316.251, F.S., requiring front and rear 
bumpers on vehicles of 5,000 pounds and less. The bill also 
prescribes maximum bumper heights on such vehicles and requires 
the revocation of vehicle registrations for non-compliance with 
the Section's provisions. The bill is effective October 1, 1985. 

AGENCY REQUIREMENTS TO ADMINISTER THE BILL PROVISIONS (EACH OF 
NEXT THREE YEARS), PERSONNEL AND FINANCIAL, AND SOURCE OF FUNDS: 

The costs to implement this bill cannot be determined. 

AMOUNT AND DISPOSITION OF ANY ANTICIPATED REVENUE COLLECTIONS 
(EACH OF NEXT THREE YEARS): 

Indeterminate. 

EFFECT OF THE BILL ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OF THE STATE: 

Indeterminate. 

OTHER COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS CONCERNING THE BILL: 

An estimate as to the revenue and cost impact of this bill cannot 
be determined because the bill does not specify how the bumper 
restrictions would be enforced. Two issues which need to be 
clarified are, (1) what constitutes proof of bumper heights at 
the time of registration and (2) how the registrations would be 
revoked. If it is determined the records of bumper violations 
must be put on the registration data file, the cost to the 
Department could be in excess of $500,000. 

Prepared By: William C. s�>---, 
Telephone: 488-3542



UX'MIITTE iNFORW\TION RECORD 

Cormn ttee on Transportation 
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The following persons (other than legislators) appeared before the committee 
during the consideration of this bill: 

Name Representing Address 

NOTE: Please indicate by an 1
1X11 any State employee appearing at the 

-- request of Committee Chairman. 

(If additional persons, enter on reverse side and check here_) 

fiJ& £ copieo with CZerk H-22(1976)



Steve Pajcic 
Chairman 

Bolley L. Johnson 
Vice Chairman 

Florida House of Representatives 17 
James Harold Thompson, Speaker Elaine Gordon, Speaker pro tempore 

Committee on Transportation 

AGENDA 
------

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 

Wednesday, May 1, 1985 214 Capitol 

1:15 - 3:15 p.m. 

Discussion of Department of Transportation Standards, Structure and 
Management 

.)/. S. 1@rn 112 - Kimmel & Rochlin - School Zone Speed Limits .;z-<71,,</,

;./-$ 20,roposed CS/HB 179 - Evans-Jones, Selph, Clements, McEwan, Crotty, Sansor 
�oodruff & Others - Motor Vehicle Equipment ;)::rv--' 

tf.5 ]@proposed CS/HB's 215 & 851 - Transportation of School Children 3:-crv--
? 

(HB 215 - Silver & Young) 
(HB 851 - Nergard) 

3 
,rv....- 1... \( SJI.IS. 4 HB 310 - Stewart - Pti� f topped -School Buses� � C 

/.f.S 5 � roposed CS/HB 4 71 -\J;elph - Length & Width of Travel Trailers� r 

/f5 61,J)proposed CS/HB 483 - Gordon - Drivers' Licenses �<l"V-" · /4 , 1 
f/5 7 HB 633 - McEwan & Bankhead - Bumper Heights� � );:z � �\..q..5./

r: f-/.S 8. 7)rn 673 - B. L. Johnson - Retroreflective License Plates rJ-V-· /0..,..,.,..,,
647 -

10 /& B 663 - Irvine, Gordon & Jennings - Leaving Children UnattendedJu.i-;:l,.,Cu 
11 SB 49 - Kiser - Leaving Children Unattended ;2 U\A-- • 

S'/3 f

12�B 1050 - Mitchell - Naming the James Riley "Jim" Paul Bridge .:Z-� 
l3tWY 427 --Hodges - Lafayette County - Cattle Gaps Jcrv-- , 
14. HB 759 - Wallace - Funding Public Transit Projects 

Presentation on State Participation in Public Transit Operating Costs as
Included in HB 759. 1'j c � 

/.fS.15. HB 4 79 - Kelly - Motor Vehicles - Titles & Registration - � �-� 
____ .---11,,e._ 

Roben W Coggins. CPA Staff Director 
218 House Office Bu1ldmg T.1ll.1hasstt, Florida 32301 (904) 433-3433 
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Steve Pajcic 
Cha1nnan 

Bolley L. Johnson 
Vice Chamn:m 

Florida House of Representatives 
James Ho1rold Thomp'!ion, Speaker Elaine Gordon, Spc.ikcr pro tcmporc 

Committee on Transportation 

April 22, 1985 

A G E N D A 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HIGHWAY SAFETY & MOTOR VEHICLES 

ROOM 214, CAPITOL BUILDING 

3:30 - 5:30 PM 

APRIL 23, 1985 

Presentation by John Esser, Marketing Manager - Government, Education 
and Medical Industries on Paperless Title - Micro Card Technology. 

1. HB 215 - Silver & Young - School Bus Inspection
2. HB 851 - Nergard - School Bus Equipment
3. HB 310 - Stewart - Passing School Buses
4. HB 112 - Kimmel & Rochlin - School Zone Speed Limits
5. HB 673 - B. L. Johnson - License Plates
6. HB 479 - Kelly - Import Vehicle Registration
7. HB 633 - McEwan & Bankhead - Bumper Heights
8. HB 471 - Selph - Vehicle Lengths
9. HB 483 - Gordon - Suspended Drivers License
10. HB 179 - Evans-Jones, Selph, Clements, McEwan, Crotty, Sansom,

Woodruff & Others - Motor Vehicle Equipment 
11. HB 285 - Lombard & Irvine - Motor Vehicle Inspection
12. HB 1044 - Easley - Motor Vehicle Inspection
13. HB 612 - Tobiassen - Outdoor Advertising

Robert W Coggin�. CPA )t.1ff Director 
218 lloUS4.' Offin Bmldmi,: T1llah.1,"-Cc, Florida 32301 (904) 488-3483 
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Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
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Colond 1],,bb; R Burl�tt Direuor

LEONARD R MELLON 
Ex�cuti\c Director 
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February 28, 

SENATE TRANSPORT 4 TIO/'(
COMMITTEE 

1986 
4

Cantact: 
--

MaJor Charles C. Hall 
Florida Highway Patrol 
(904) 488-5370

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

FHP Issues Reminder On Bumper Law 

The 
and 
rear 

Florida Highway Patrol 
pickup trucks of the 
bumpers mounted within 

is reminding owners 
requirement to have 

certain height levels. 

of automobiles 
both front and 

Lawmakers passed the new law which went into effect October 
1, 1985, in response to a growing number of vehicles being 
modified by adJusting their bumpers to higher distances from 
the ground. Highway safety officials have determined this 
condition leads to serious results when these types of vehicles 
are involved in collisions with unmodified vehicles. 

Following a 30 day educational period, 
began enforcing the new law which, 
has resulted in 771 arrests statewide. 

the Florida Highway Patrol 
as of February 21, 1986, 

Colonel Bobby R. Burkett, Patrol Director, reminds motorists 
that: "the offense is classified as a moving violation which 
assesses three points to a persons dri v1ng record, in addition 
to paying an applicable fine." 

The height limitations are governed by the net shipping weight 
of the vehicle, not the modified or altered weight. 

The maximum allowable heights between the pavement and bottom 
of the front and rear bumper, as provided by law, are: 

(MORE) 



Cars with a net weight of less 
front and rear; 

than 2,500 pounds--22 inches 

less than 

inches front; 
inches front; 

but less than 

3,500 pounds--24 

29 inches rear; 
26 inches rear; 
3,000 pounds--27 

Cars 2,500 pounds or more but 
inches front; 26 inches rear; 
Cars 3,500 pounds or more--27 
Trucks under 2,000 pounds--24 
Trucks 2,000 pounds or more 
inches front; 29 inches rear; 
Trucks 3,000 pounds or more but 
28 inches front; 30 inches rear. 

not more than 5,000 pounds--

Burkett concluded, "The purpose of this law is to decrease the 
chances of incurring fatal or serious injuries 
in a traffic accident. I am asking each affected 
to comply with the inteit of this law so that 
accomplished." 
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KEYPOINTS - CS/HB 633 

1. THIS BILL IS INTENDED TO REDUCE THE SEVERITY OF INJURIES

SUFFERED BY THE OCCUPANTS OF AN AUTOMOBILE WHEN INVOLVEO

IN A COLLISION WITH ANOTHER AUTOMOBILE OR LIGHT TRUCK,

2. THE BILL REQUIRES EVERY MOTOR VEHICLE WITH A NET

SHIPPING WEIGHT OF 5,000 POUNDS OR LESS TO BE EQUIPPED

WITH BOTH A FRONT AND REAR BUMPER,

3, A MAXIMUM BUMPER INSTALLATION HEIGHT, MEASURED FROM THE 

GROUND TO THE BOTTOM OF THE BUMPER, IS ESTABLISHED. 

4. THE MAXIMUM HEIGHT PERMITTED VARIES ON A GRADUATED SCALE

ACCORDING TO VEHICLE WEIGHT, FROM A LOW OF 22 INCHES FOR

THE FRONT BUMPER ON A SMALL PASSENGER CAR TO A CAP OF 30

INCHES FOR THE REAR BUMPER OF A 5.000 POUND TRUCK,

5, ''ANTIQUE CARS.u "HORSELESS CARRIAGES,
11 

AND "STREET RODS"

ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE BILL.

6. A VIOLATION WOULD BE DEEMED A TRAFFIC INFRACTION,

SUBJECT TD A PENALTY OF $25.

BACKGROUND 

------ ---

[, THERE ARE NO FLORIDA STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS FOR BUMPERS 

OR BUMPER HEIGHTS ON ANY MOTOR VEHICLES, 

2. IHIRTEEN STATES HAVE RECENTLY ADOPTED OR REVISED BUMPER

OR SUSPENSION SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS IN AN EFFORT TO REDUCE

SERIOUS INJURIES AND FATALITIES IN MULTIPLE VEHICLE

COLLISIONS.

3, THIS BILL IS SUBSTANTIALLY IDENTICAL TD EXISTING

ILLINOIS STATUTE,

4. THIS BILL IS SIMILAR TD SB 1138 (WHICH CONTAINS AN

ADDITIONAL SUBSECTION (3) AMENDED OUT OF THE HOUSE

BILL),

1f lyft 



BUi·lPER HEIGHTS 

WITHIN THE PAST SIX MONTHS, THE FLORIDA HIGH\•IAY PATROL'S PUBLIC 

INFORMATION AND SAFETY EDUCATION OFFICE HAS NOTICED A SIZEABLE 

Ir/CREASE !fl THE NUMBER OF CITIZEN COMPLAINTS REGARDING VEHICLES 

THAT HAVE BEEN MODIFIED TO UNSAFE HEIGHTS, 

RAISING A VEHICLE OFTEN CAUSES THE BUMPERS TO BE POSITIONED 

AT A PO I NT \·/HERE THEY OFFER NO PROTECT I ON TO OTHER YEH I CLES 

IN ACCIDENTS, INSTEAD THEY ARE CONVERTED INTO DANGEROUS WEAPONS 

IN AUTOMOBILE CRASHES, RECOGNIZING THE POTENTIAL FOR THIS 

DEVELOPING INTO A MAJOR PUBLIC HAZARD, THE FLORIDA HIGHWAY· 

PATROL INITIATED A SURVEY OF ITS HOMICIDE INVESTIGATORS 

STATE\-/ I DE, IN AN EFFORT TO PROPERLY EVALUATE THE ISSUE. 

Tl'/ENTY-T1·/0 FATAL AND SERIOUS INJURY ACCIDENTS WITHIN THE PAST 

FE\'/ YEARS WERE POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS BEING \•IORSEtlED BY ONE 

OF THE VEHICLES BEING ALTERED TO AN OVER HEIGHT CONDITION, 

ITS BUMPER BECOMING A HAZARD RATHER THAN A PROTECTIVE DEVICE, 

EIGHTEEN OF THESE ACCIDENTS RESULTED IN FATALITIES, 

(HARACTERJSTJCS OF THE SURVEYED CRASHES AS A WHOLE ARE BEST 

REPRESENTED BY THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES: 

(1) FATAL ACCIDENT NUMBER 784-5-62 OCCURRED IN POLK COUNTY

ON STATE ROAD 555, 1.8 MILES NORTH OF BARTOW. 

A 1977 DODGE PI CK-UP TRUCK COLL I DED HEAD-ON \'/I TH A 1975 AMC 
./ FOUR DOOR PASSENGER CAR RESULTING IN THE DEATH OF THE CAR'S

DRIVER. THE DRIVER OF THE PICK-UP TRUCK RECEIVED NO INJURIES,

ONE CAN SEE FROM THE PHOTOGRAPHS THE FINAL POSITION OF THE 

TWO VEHICLES, THE PICK-UP TRUCK AND PASSENGER VEHICLE WERE 

so MISMATCHED, THAT THE CAR \'/AS \·/EDGED urmER THE TRUCK AS THE 



FRONT BUMPER OF THE PICK-UP NEARLY CONTACTED THE WINDSHIELD, 

STATEMENTS FROM THE HOMICIDE INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT INDICATED 

THE VEHICLE WAS nEQUIPPED WITH A BRUSH GUARD ON THE FRONT BUMPER, 

\'/HI CH RES UL TED IN THE HOOD BE I NG FORCED INTO THE I'll NDSHI ELD, 

AT THIS POINT THE DRIVER RECEIVED EXTENSIVE (FATAL) HEAD 

INJURIES", 

( 2) FATAL Acer DENT NUMBER 782-44-3 OCCURRED r N SUMTER COUNTY

AT THE NORTH EDGE OF THE WILDWOOD CITY LIMITS AND RESULTED 

IN FOUR DEATHS, 

A 1979 f ORD PI CK-UP TRUCK STRUCK A 1972 VoLKS\c/AGEt/ TWO DOOR 

CAR RESULTING IN FOUR FATALITIES, No PHOTOGRAPHS ARE AVAILABLE, 

OUOTING FROM THE HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION REPORT, "THE VEHICLES 

RAN TOGETHER HEAD-ON IN THE NORTH BOUND LANE, MAXIMUM ENGAGEMENT 

WAS ACHIEVED AFTER THE FRONT DR I VE AXLE OF THE PI CK-UP REACHED 

THE REAR DOORS OF THE VOLKSWAGEN REMOVING THE \'/INDSHIELD AREA 

AND THE TOP OF THE VOLKSWAGEN BACK TO THE REAR OF THE VEHICLE", 

THE INVESTIGATOR HAD STATED EARLIER IN THE REPORT, 
11

THE VEHICLE 

WAS EQUIPPED WITH OVER SIZED TIRES ON ALL FOUR WHEELS", 

IN ADDITION TO THE BUMPERS BEING TOO HIGH AND PLACED IN SUCH 

A POSITION THAT THEY BECOME A DESTRUCTIVE WEAPON, THERE IS 

THE MATTER OF THE VEHICLE I TS ELF BE I NG RAISED, REGARDLESS OF 

THE POSITION OF THE BUMPER, THIS RAISING OF THE VEHICLE RAISES 

THE CEtHER OF GRAVITY TO AN UNSAFc HEIGHT, MAKING THE VEHICLE 

VERY UNSTABLE IN TURNS AND SHARP CURVES THAT WOULD NORMALLY 

BE NO PROBLEM, THE FOLLOWING TWO ACCIDENTS, BOTH CAUSED BY 

THE VEHICLE BEING SO HIGH THAT THE CENTER OF MASS WAS NOT STABLE 

IN TURNING MOVEMENTS, ARE EXAMPLES OF THIS HAZARD: 

(1) FATAL AccIDEf/T NUMBER 783-6-26 OCCURRED IN PALM BEACH

-2-



(ouNTY ON (HERRY ROAD, • 6 OF A MI LE \-/EST OF HE ST PALM BEACH 
AND RESULTED IN ONE FATALITY, No PHOTOGRAPHS ARE AVAILABLE, 

QuoTHIG FROM THE HOMICIDE INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT, "THIS VEHICLE 
IS A FOUR WHEEL DR I VE TYPE \·II TH LARGER THAN rlORMAL TIRES THUS 
RAISING THE CENTER OF MASS HIGHER THAN NORMAL, THIS WOULD 
MAKE IT EASY FOR TH IS VEHICLE TO ROLL OVER AT A SLO\·IER SPEED 
THAtl A STOCK TRUCK OF THIS TYPE", 

(2) A NON-FATAL ACCIDErlT OCCURRED IN DADE COUNTY ON STATE
ROAD 5 ON JANUARY 2, 1985. No PHOTOGRAPHS ARE AVAILABLE,

THE TROOPER STATED THAT HE FELT THE TRUCK OVERTURNED DUE TO 
THE FACT THAT THE CENTER OF GRAVITY \�AS CHANGED RENDERING THE 
VEHICLE UNSTABLE IN SUDDEN MANEUVERING SITUATIONS, 

To FURTHER EMPHASIZE THE EXTENT TO WHICH VEHICLES ARE BEING 
RAISED, ONE ACC I DErn w I TH PHOTOGRAPHS REVEALS THE EXTRA SHOCKS 
USED TO RAISE PICK-UP TRUCKS TO THESE DANGEROUS HEIGHTS, 

(1) FATAL ACCIDENT NUMBER 781-14-36 OCCUR,"ED IN MARION CoutlTY,
1.1 MILES SOUTH OF BELLEVIEW RESULTING IN ONE FATALITY,

TvlO OF THE THREE VEHICLES INVOLVED IN THIS. ACCIDENT HAD BEEN 
MODIFIED TO UNSAFE HEIGHTS USING LARGE TIRES AND EXTRA SHOCKS 
TO PUSH THE FRAME UPWARD, ONE OF THE T\•10 YEH I CLES OVERTURNED 
DOING CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE TO THE VEHICLE AND KILLING THE DRIVER, 

QuoTING FROM THE HOMICIDE INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT, "THESE TIRES 
ARE NORMALLY FOUND ON Sv/AMP BUGGY TYPE YEH I CLES AND ARE MOT 
RECOMMEclDED FOR STREET USE BY SOME COMPANIES". As \�ELL AS, 
11THE IR TI RES DUG DEEP INTO THE GROUrrn M1D YEH I CLE 1 ( THE BLUE 
PICK-UP TRUCK) STARTED TURNING OVER", 

THE INVESTIGATOR \/Et-IT ON TO STATE, "THE VEHICLE (BLUE PICK-UP 

-3-



TRUCK) HAD RECEIVED A CITATION FROM THE OCALA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

FOR I MP ROPER HEIGHT OF HIS HEADLIGHTS ON HIS VEHICLE AS THEY 

WERE OVER lmAT THE LAI� ALLO';IS, HE \•/AS ALSO ADVISED TO PARK 

THE YEH I CLE UNTIL �IH I CH TI ME IT \�AS LOWER AS IT WAS ILLEGAL, 

THE PASSENGER OF THE VEHICLE STATED, HE WAS A FRIEND OF THE 

DRIVER AND STATED THAT, 'THE DRIVER LAUGHED AT THE CITATION 

AND CONTINUED TO DRIVE THE VEHICLE KNOl�ING IT WAS ILLEGAL' _. " 

THE INVESTIGATOR DETERMINED THAT THE SUBSTANTIAL CAUSE OF THE 

ACCIDENT WAS THE FACT THAT THE VEHICLE WAS BEING OPERATED IN·· 

AN ILLEGAL AND UNSAFE MANNER, 

CONCLUSION: IN THE INTEREST OF HIGHWAY SAFETY, IT rs HOPED 

THAT LEGISLATIVE ATTENTION WILL ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF RAISED 

HEIGHT OF VEHICLES AND THE NEED TO REDUCE THE HEIGHT THE BUMPERS, 

BY DOING SO, WE WOULD ELIMINATE THE TYPES OF ACCIDENTS DESCRIBED 

IN THIS PRESENTATION, As STATED EARLIER, THE NUMBER OF THESE 

TYPE VEHICLES IS INCREASING DRAMATICALLY WITHIN THE STATE, 

ONE NEEDS TO SPEND ONLY A FEW MOMENTS DR I VI NG ON ANY ROADWAY 

TO SEE ONE, 
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Section 4. The legislatures shall adopt rules and 
penal�ies necessary to administer this Act. 

Note: 
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This Bill has passed in both the House ar,d Senate of 
Florida Silver Haired Legislature. 
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Broward County 

A IlILL TO BE El/TITLED 

An Act relating to motor vehicles and traffic safety. 

VIHEHEAS, The motor vtihicle code of the State of Florida 
has no regulations over custom built trucks or vans, which have 
been modified from their original bumper heights. 

VdIBRBAS, The traffic safety code of the State of Florida 
has no regulations over custom built trucks or vans which h&ve 
been modified from their original lrnadli£ht heights. 

Vn!EllliAS, The motor vehicle code of the State of Florida, 
does not require mud guards on any vehicle using the roads or 
H.i�hways in the State of Florida. 

WHERBAS, 
hazard. 

This type of motor vehicle creates a safety 

BE IT El,ACTED BY 'rl!E }'LORIDA SILVER liAifiliD LBGI;.;LATUllli: 

Section 1. All custom built trucks and vans which have 
34 inches distance between the roadway and the lowest part of 
the manufactured body of said vehicle, have attached to the rear 
of said vtihicle, mud guards which are so placed as to protect 
drivers or passengers in other vehicles from mud, stones or 
water spray. 

Seeton 2. All motor vehicles that have moved the bumper 
height more than 4 inches from the original manufactured bumper 
h"ight, may not be operated on any road or Highway in the 
State of Florida, 

Section 3. Prohibit the operation of all motor vehicles 
on tl1e roadways of the State of Florida, that have altered the 
headlights in any way so as to be a safety hazard to drivers of 
other vehicles. 

Section 4. 1he legislatures shall adopt rules and 
penal�ies necessary to administer this Act. 

Note: 

S,B. 33 
H.B. 33 

This Bill has passed in both the House and Senate of 
Florida Silver Haired Legislature, 
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SUBCWMI ffiE REPORT /I NFORWITION RECORD 
Ft. le z.n, th Parent Comm., ttee 

House of Representatives 

To Chairman, Corrumttee on _:r.r:au.s:;:co..rctelJ:..l..QIL-________________ _
Subcomn11 ttee on Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles 

Date of meeting April 23, 1985 

Time 3: 3 0 - 5: 3 0 PM 

Place Rm. 214, Capitol 8111 No. 

FINAL ACTION: __ FAVORABLE 

HB 633 

_x___ FAVORABLE WITI, _]__ AI-ENCl'ENTS 

__ FAVORABLE WI"TH SUBST!TlfTE 

iJNFAVORABLE 

VoTE: 

l'-153' 
vci. "��, ,m,v '"" .. �--" Nnv 

X Rep. Martin 

X Rep. Morse 

X Rep. Selph 

Rep. Silver 

X Rep. Simone 

X Rep. Johnson, Chr. 
Total 
Yeas_2-_ 

Total 
Nays _Q_ 

c!f/J!J:111��� 
SLBCOt"MlffiE APPEARANCE RECORD 

The following persons (other than legislators) appeared before the �ubcomm1ttee 
during consideration of this bill: 

Name Representing Address 

MaJor Joe Henderson Fla Highway Patrol Tallahassee 

(If additional persons, enter on reverse side and check here __ ) 

NOTE: Please indicate by an "x" any State employee 
appearing at the request of Subcommittee 
Chairman 
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