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Flor'__. Benat.-llM 

B7• Corrrn1 ttee on Econom1 c, Corrrnun 1 ty ,rnd Consumer Affi.1 rs 

A bill to be entitled 

SB 91 

An act relating to veterinary medical practice; 

amending s. 474.202, F.S.; providing a 

def1n1t1on; amending s. 474.203, F.S.; 

excluding certain out-of-state veter1nar1ans 

from an exemption from regulation; amending s. 

474.204, F.S.; repealing certain transitional 

prov1s1ons relating to appointment of board 

members; amending s. 474.207, F.S ; el1m1nating 

an examination fee cap; proh1b1t1ng certain 

applicants from temporarily pract1c1ng; 

amending s. 474.213, F S.; prov1d1ng clar1fy11g 

language; amending s. 474.214, F.S.; deleting 

redundant language; providing for board action 

against certain impaired veterinarians; 

providing for confident1al1ty of certain 

information; providing a privilege from civil 

liability; amending s. 474.215, F.S.; providing 

for the issuance of mobile clinic permits; 

amending s. 474.216, F.S.; providing conforming 

language; amending s. 474.217, F.S.; providing 

for licensure by endorsement; repealing the 

board's authority to enter into reciprocity 

agreements; amending s. 474.219, F.S.; changing 

the effective date of the saving clause; 

creating s. 474.2065, F.S.; authorizing and 

establishing limits for certain fees; creating 

s. 474.2125, F.S.; providing for temporary

l1censure of certain out-of-state 

veterinarians; rev1v1ng and readapting chapter 

474, F.S., as amended; providing for future 

1 
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repeal and sunset review; providing an 

effecuve date. 

41 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

6 Sect1on 1. Subsection (4) of sect1on 474.202, Florida 

71 Statutes, is amended to read: 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

474,202 Definit1ons.--As used 1n th1s chapter: 

(4) "Practice of veterinary med1cine n means

d1agnosing, prescribing, or adrnin1ster1ng drugs, medicine, 

appliances, applications, or treatment of vhatever nature, 

including surgery or acupuncture, for the prevention, cure, or 

relief of a vound, fracture, bodily injury, or disease of 

141 animals; performing any manual procedure for the diagnosis or 

15 treatment for fertility �te��i�ty or infertility of an1malsL 

15 / �ncluding performing embryo transfer procedures; or 

171 representing oneself by the use of titles or vords, or 

18 undertaking, offering, or holding oneself out, as performing 

19] any of these functions.

20 Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 474.203, Florida 

21] Statutes, is amended to read:

22 

23 

474.203 Exemptions,--This chapter shall not apply to: 

(4) Any person, or his regular employee, administering

24 to the ills or 1nJur1es of his ovn animals, 1nclud1ng, but not 

25 limited to, castration and spaying of animals and dehorning of 

26 cattle, unless title has been transferred or employment 

27 provided for the purpose of circumventing this law. This 

28 exemption shall not apply to out-of state veter1nar1ans 

29 practicing temporarily in the state. 

30 

31 

2 
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1 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) and 

21 subsect1on (3) of section 474.207, Florida Statutes, are 

31 amended to read: 

4 

5 

474,207 Licensure by examination,--

(2) The department shall license each applicant vho 

61 the board certifies has: 

7 (a) Completed the application form and remitted an

Bl examination fee set by the board �ot-to-ex�eed-$250. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

{3) An unlicensed doctor of veterinary medicine who 

has graduated from an approved aeeredtted college or school of 

veterinary medicine and has completed all parts of the 

examination for licensure shall be permitted, while awaiting 

the results of such examination for 11censure, to practice 

141 under the immediate supervision of a licensed veterinarian. � 

151 person who passes all parts of the examination may continue to 

161 practice veterinary med1c1ne under the immediate superv1s10� 

171 of a licensed veterinarian until the next meetil}g___Q_!__�he 

18
1 

board. A person who f-alls any part of the examination may not 

19 continue to practice, except 1n the same capacity as other 

20
1 

nonlicensed veterinary employees, until he passes the 

21 exam1nat1on and is eligible for l1censure. 

22 Section 4, Subsection {l) of section 474.213, Florida 

231 Statutes, is amended to read: 

2< 

25 

26 

474.213 Prohibitions; penalties.-­

(1) No person shall: 

(a) Practice veterinary medicine in this state unless 

27
1 

the person holds an active license to practice veterinary 

• 28 medicine pursuant to this chapter;

29 {b) Use the name or title nveter1narian n vhen the 

301 person has not been licensed pursuant to this chapter; 

31 (c) Present as his own the license of another; 

3 
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(d) Give false or forged evidence to the board or a

111"mL1or thereof for the purpose of obtaining a license;

(el Use or attempt to use a veterinarian's license 

...,1ilch has been suspended or revoked;

(f) Knowingly employ unlicensed persons in the

�JinLtice of veterinary medicine; or 

(g) Knowingly conceal information relative to

vl i1lntions of this chapter. 

Section 5. Section 474.214, Florida Statutes, as 

nmi,\ll\ed by chapter 84-543 and chapter 84-553, La...,s of Florida, 

I ,I( ,11\\ended to read. 

474.214 Disciplinary proceedings.--

(1) The following acts shall constitute grounds for

whld\ the disciplinary actions in subsection (2) may be taken: 

fa+--Vto¼attn9-any-provt�ton-of-s,-4�4,2!3-or-s, 

""'"''..1.2:;ifH, 

hlfb+ Attempting to procure a license to practice 

\d�1·1nary med1c1ne by bribery, by fraudulent 

111\�i�presentations, or through an error of the department or

I ]H' t-oard

illfe➔ Having a license to practice veterinary 

111�,ti..:: 1ne revoked, suspended, or other .... ise acted against, 

\n.-lud1ng the denial of l1censure, by the licensing authority 

,,1 �nether state, terr1tory, or country. 

i£lfdt Be1ng convicted or found guilty, regardless of 

.1-ll�1>.hcation, of a crime in any Jurisdiction wh1ch directly 

1�;�tes to the practice of veterinary medicine or the ability

1,, 1�ract1ce veterinary medicine.

_{_g_l_fet Making or filing a report or record which the 

11,-¢nsee knows to be false, intentionally or negl1gently 

!�\l\ng to file a report or record required by state or

4 
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federal law, willfully impeding or obstructing such f1ling, or 

inducing another person to impede or obstruct such filing. 

Such reports or records shall 1nclude only those vhich are 

signed in the capacity of a licensed veterinarian. 

itlff➔ Advertising goods or services in a manner which 

is fraudulent, false, deceptive, or misleading in form or 

content. 

illfgt A violation or repeated violation of this 

chapter, chapter 455, or any rules promulgated pursuant 

thereto. 

J..gj_fht Practicing with a revoked, suspended, or 

inactive license. 

ih.lft➔ Being unable to practice veterinary medicine 

with reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of 

illness, drunkenness, use of drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or 

any other material or substance or as a result of any mental 

or physical condition. A licensee affected under this 

paragraph shall have the opportunity, at reasonable intervals, 

to demonstrate that he can resume the competent practice of 

veterinary med1cine with reasonable skill and safety to 

211 patients. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

hl h➔ Violation of a lawful order of the QOard or 

department previously entered in a disciplinary hearing or 

failure to comply with a lawfully issued subpoena of the board 

or department. 

ill fk➔ Judicially determtned mental incompetency. 

However, a license suspended for this cause may be reinstated 

upon legal restoration of the competency of the individual 

vhose license was so suspended. 

5 
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l _illfl+ Knovingly maintaining a professional connection 

'I or assoc1at1on v1th any person vho 1s 1n v1olat1on of the

3 prov1s1ons of this chapter or the rules of the board. 

4 illfm+ Paying or receiving kickbacks, rebates, 

S bonuses, or other remuneration for receiving a patient or 

6 client or for referring a patient or client to another 

7 provider of veterinary services or goods. 

8 J..!!0..fn+ Performing or prescribing unnecessary or 

91 unauthorized treatment. 

10 hlf�+ Fraud 1n the collection of fees from consumers 

11
1 

or any person, agency, or organ1zat1on paying fees to 

12 practitioners. 

13 hlfp+ Attempting to restrict competition 1n the field 

14 of veterinary med1c1ne other than for the protection of the 

1S public. Hovever, this provision shall not apply to testimony 

16 made in good faith at a hearing or other proceeding 1n vhich 

17 the subJect 1s the revocation of a license or a lesser 

18 penalty. 

19 .i.Qlfq+ Fraud, deceit, negligence, incompetency, or 

20 m isconduct, 1n the practice of veterinary medicine. 

21 

22 

1.glf�+ Conviction on a charge of cruelty to animals. 

l!.lf�+ Permitting or allov1ng another ta use a 

23 veterinarian's license for the purpose of treating or offering 

24 to treat sick, inJured, or afflicted animals. 

25 ill.ft+ Maintaining a professional or business 

26 connection vith any other person vho continues to violate any 

27 of the provisions of this chapter or rules of the board after 

28 10 days' notice in vriting by the board. 

29 filftt+ Willfully making any misrepresentations in 

301 connection vith the inspection of food for human consumption. 

31 

6 
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l hlfv+ Fraudulently issuing or using any false health

2 certificate, vaccination certificate, test chart, or other 

3 blank form used 1n the practice of veterinary med i cine 

4 relating to the presence or absence of animal disease or 

5 transporting animals or issuing any false certificate relating 

6 to the sale of inedible products of animal origin for human 

71 consumption. 

8 hlfw+ Fraud or dishonesty 1n applying, treating, or 

91 reporting on tuberculin, diagnostic, or other biological 

101 tests. 

11 itlfx+ Failing to keep the equipment and premises of 

12
1 

the business establishment in a clean and sanitary cond 1t1on 

13 or having a premises permit suspended or revoked pursuant to 

14 s. 474.215. 

15 illfr+ Refusing to permit the department to inspect 

16 the business premises of the licensee during regular business 

17 hours. 

18 1.Ylf�+ Using the privilege of ordering, prescrib ing, 

19 or making available medicinal drugs or drugs as defined in 

20 chapter 465, or controlled substances as defined in chapter 

21 893, for use other than for the specific treatment of animal 

221 patients. 

23 hlfaa+ Providing, prescribing, ordering, or making 

24 available for human use medicinal drugs or drugs as defined 1n 

25 chapter 465, controlled substances as defined in chapter 893, 

26 or any material, chemical, or substance used exclusively for 

27 animal treatment. 

28 iltlfbbt Pailing to report to the department any 

29 person the licensee knovs to be 1n violation of this chapter 

30 or of the rules of the department or board,-hovever7-a-report 

31 shaii-not-be-reqtt�red-�f-tfte-per�on-�n-vioiat�on-�s 
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porttetpottn9-oettvely-tn-a-pro9rom-opproved-by-rtlie-of-the 

21 department-or-board-for-the-treatment-of-o-phy3teo¼-or-mento¼ 

eonditton-vhteh-render3-the-per�on-�nabie-to-proetiee 

41 veterinary-medtetne-vtth-rea3onob¼e-�kti¼-and-3ofety. 

5 (2) When the board finds any veter1nar1an guilty of 

61 any of the grounds set forth 1n subsection (1), it may enter 

7 an order 1mpos1ng one or more of the following penalties: 

6 

9 

10 

{a) Denial of an appl1cat1on for licensure. 

(b) Revocation or suspension of a license. 

(cl Imposition of an adm1n1strat1ve fine not to exceed 

11! �1,000 for each count or separate offense. 

12 

13 

(di Issuance of a reprimand. 

{e) Placement of the veterinarian on probation for a 

14
1 

period of time and subJect to such conditions as the board may 

15 specify, including requiring the veterinarian to attend 

161 continuing education courses or to work under the supervision 

17/ of another veterinarian.

16 (fl Restricting the authorized scope of practice. 

19 (3) The department shall reissue the license of a 

20 disciplined veter1nar1an upon cert1f1cat1on by the board that 

21 the disciplined veterinarian has complied with all of the 

22 terms and conditions set forth 1n the final order. 

23 (4) Whenever 1t 1s reported to the department and 

241 there is reason to believe that a veterinarian may be impaired 

25] as a result of the misuse and abuse gf alcohol or med1c1nal_ 

261 drugs, or both, which could affect that individual's ability 

27 to practice his profess1on, the reporting of such impa1rment 

28 shall not constitute a complaint within the meaning of s. 

29 455.225 so long as the probable cause panel of the board 

301 determines that: 

31 

8 
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(a) The veterinarian has acknowledged that he has an

impairment problem due to the misuse and abuse of alcohol, 

drugs, or both; 

(bl The veterinarian has voluntarily enrolled _1_n _ __ � 

treatment program approved by the board; 

(c) The veterinarian has voluntarily withdrawn from

practice and has temporarily relingulihed � l1cense_____1_Q_____!h� 

board· ao4 

(d) The violation of chapter 474 committed by the

veterinarian while impaired vas due to or connected with his 

impairment. 

(5) A f1nd1ng of probable cause shall not be made so

13 long as the panel is satisfied that the 1mpa1red veterinarian 

14 is progressing satisfactorily 1n a board-approved program. 

15 The approved program provider shall, at the request of the 

16 probable cause panel, disclose to the panel all infonnation in 

171 1ts possession regarding the impaired veterinarian 1n_ 

181 treatment. All 1nformat1on obtained by the panel pursuant to 

19
1 

this section is exempt from disclosure under s. 119.07, ang 

20 shall be held confidential subJect to the provisions of 

211 subsection (6). 

"I 
(6) If, in the opinion of the probable cause panel

23 after consultation with the provider, the impaired 

2•1 veterinarian enrolled 1n an approved treatment program does 

251 not progress satisfactorily, the panel may treat the 

26 infor��tion as a complaint which may be the basis for a 

27 finding of probable cause, or, if an immediate and serious 

• 28 danger to the public exists, such conclusion shall be 

29 communicated to the secretary of the departmenL 

30 ill If, in the opinion of the probable cause panel 

311 after consµltat1on v1th the provider, the panel is satisfied

9 
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1 that the impaired veterinarian has successfully completeQ_.An 

2 approved treatment program and can safely return to the 

3 practice of veterinary medicine, the license earlier 

4 relinquished shall be returned to the veterinarian. 

5 (8) A privilege against civil liab1l1ty lS hereby 

6 granted to any person who provides information to the 

7 department, the board, or the probable cause panel with 

8 respect to any impaired veterinarian, unless that person acte_Q. 

9 Jn bad faith or with malice. 

10 Section 6. Section 474,215, Florida Statutes, is 

lll amended to read: 

12 

ll 

474.215 Premises permits.--

(!) Any establishment, permanent or mobile, where a 

14 I licensed veterinarian practices must have a premises permit Q.! 

151 mobile clinic permit issued by the department, Upon 

161 application and payment of a �25 fee, the department shall 

17! cause such establishment to be inspected. A premises permit 

18
1 

or mobile clinic permit shall be issued if the establishment 

19 meets minimum standards, to be adopted by rule of the board, 

20
1 

as to sanitary conditions and physical plant. The board shall 

21 adopt separate sets of minimum standards for permane�t and 

22 I mobi_le establishments. In lieu of the above procedure, the 

23 department may issue a premises permit or mobile clinic permit 

24 to any establishment p�em��e5 which is accredited by a 

25 recognized organization �hose standards meet or exceed board 

26 minimum standards, as established by rule, 

27 (2) Each application for a premises permit or mobile

28 clinic permit shall set forth the name of the licensed 

291 veterinarian who will be responsible for the management of the 

301 establishment prem�se�. 

31 

10 
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(3) The premises permit or mobile clinic permit may be 

revoked, suspended, or denied when inspection reveals that the 

establishment does preffl½�e�-do not meet the standards set by 

rule or when the license of the responsible veterinarian has 

been suspended or revoked, 

(4) �ny owner, operator, or responsible veterinarian

of any establishment operating without a premises p�rmit or 

mobile clinic permit 1n violation of this section or any rule 

adooted by the board shall have 30 days after notification of 

violation by the department within which to apply for the 

appropriate permit and pay a late fee established by _t_l)_� 

board. The board may, after notice and hearing, impose a 

penalty against any such owner, operator, or responsible 

veterinarian who fails to apply for the necessary permit and 

pay the late fee within the prescribed 30-day period of-any 

prem�se�-operat�n9-wtthottt-a-prem��e5-permtt-�n-v�oiat�on-of 

tht�-�eet�on-or-any-rttle-promtti9ated-by-the-board, No penalty 

so imposed shall exceed $1,000 for each count or separate 

offense. 

(5) Any practitioner who provides veterinary service

on a house-call basis and who does not maintain a veterinary 

establishment for receipt of patients shall not be required to 

obtain a premises permit or mobile clinic permit, but must 

provide for minimum equipment and facilities as established by 

rule. 

Section 7. Section 474.216, Florida Statutes, is 

amended to read: 

474.216 LicenseL and premises permit, and mobile 

clinic permit to be d1splayed.--Each person to whom a licenseL 

o� premises permit, or mobile clinic permit is issued shall

keep such document ¼ieense conspicuously displayed in his 

11 
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office, place of business, or place of employment and shall, 

whenever required, exhibit said document l�een�e to any member 

or authorized representative of the board. 

Section 8. Section 474.217, Florida Statutes, '5 

amended to read: 

474.217 L1censure by endorsement Ree�proe�ty.--

(1) The department shall issue a license by 

endorsement to any applicant who, upon applying to the 

department and remitting a fee set by the board, demonstrates 

to the board that he: 

(a)l. Holds a val1d----1.!_Q_e_ns_g__to practice veterinary

medicine in another state of the United States the Distric� 

of Columbia, or a territory of the United States, provided, 

that when the applicant secured such license, the requirements 

for licensure 1n the issuing state were substantially 

equivalent to or more strigent than those existing 1n _t_Q1s 

state at that time; o_r ;_ 

2, Meets_the gual1f1cations of s. 474.207 and__lli!_§_ 

successfully completed a state, regional, or national §! 

-" 

"-

_tJ 

exam1nat1on which is substantially equivalent to or more 

stringent than the exam1nat1on given by the department; and 

(b) Has passed an examination on the laws and rules of 

this state governing veterinary medical practicL 

ill �he department shall not issue a license by 

• 

,1 

,1 

l 

� 

�ndorsement to any applicant who 1s under 1nvestiqat1on 1n 

nother state, territory, or the District of Columbia for an 

ct which would constitute a violation of this chapter, until 

he investigation 1s complete and disciplinary proceedings 

ave been terminated, at which time the provisions of s. 

i: 74.214 shall apply. fn-order-to-ensttre-that-veter�nartans 

�eensed-in-this-3tate-may-be-eon3tdered-for-l�eensttre-tn 

12 
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11 other-states1-the-board-fflay-e�ter-�nto-ree�proe�ty-a9reefflents 

2 vtth-other-state3o 

3 Section 9. Section 474.219, Florida Statutes, is 

4[ amended to read: 

5 474.219 Saving clauses,--

6 (1) No Judicial or admin1strat1ve proceeding pending 

7] on the effective date of this act dtlly-l;-1919, shall be

Bl abated as a result of the repeal and reenactment of chapter 

9\ 474. 

10 ( 2 I All licenses or permits valid on the effective 

11 date of this act shall remain 1n full force and effect. 

12 Henceforth, all licenses or permits shall be applied for and 

13 renewed in accordance with this act 

1•1 

Section 10. Sect1on 474,2065, Florida Statutes, 1s 

15 created to read: 

16 

17 

474.2065 Fees.--The board, by rule, shall establish 

fees for application and examination, reexamination, license 

18 

19 

renewal, inactive status, renewal of inactive status, license 

react1vat1on, late appl1cat1on for permits, and recordmaking 

201 and recordkeeping. The fee for the 1n1t1al application and 

211 exam1nat1on shall not exceed $250. The fee for reactivation 

22 of an inactive license and the fee for renewal of an inactive 

23 license shall not exceed $50. The fee for l1censure by 

24 endorsement shall not exceed $250, The fee for temporary 

25 licensure shall not exceed $200. The board shall establish 

26 fees which are adequate to ensure 1ts continued operation and 

27 to fund the proportionate expenses incurred by the department 

28 which are allocated to the regulation of veterinarians. 

291 shall be based on departmental estimates of the revenue 

30
1 

required to administer this chapter and the provisions 

31 relating to the regulation of veterinarians. 

13 

Fees 
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l Section 11. Section 474.2125, Florida Statutes, 1s 

21 created to read: 

31 474.2125 Temporary license.--

4 (1) The board shall adopt rules prov1d1ng for the 

SI issuance of temporary licenses to licensed veter1nar1ans of 

61 other states, for the purpose of enabling them to provide 

7 veterinary medical services for a spec1f1c animal owner 1n 

8 this state, provided such applicants would qualify for 

9 l1censure by endorsement under s. 474.217. No temporary 

101 license shall be valid for more than 90 days after 1ts 

111 issuance and no license shall cover more tnan the treatment of 

12\ the animals of one owner. After the exp1rat1on of 90 days, a 

131 new license shall be required. 

14 (2) Each application for a temporary license shall 

151 state the names of all persons who are to enter this state and 

161 shall be accompanied by a fee in an amount established by the 

171 board. 

181 (3) Upon certification of the applicant by the board, 

191 the department shall issue a temporary license to the 

20\ applicant. 

21 (4) The appl1cat1on for a temporary license shall 

221 constitute the appointment of the Department of State as an 

231 agent of the applicant for service of process in any action or 

241 proceeding against the applicant arising out of any 

25 transaction or operation connected with, or incidental tD, the 

26 practice of veterinary medicine for which the temporary 

27 license was issued. 

28 Section 12. Notwithstanding the provisions of the 

29 Regulatory sunset Act, or chapter 81-302 or chapter 81-318, 

30 Laws of Florida, chapter 474, Florida Statutes, shall not 

31 stand repealed on October l, 1985, as scheduled by such act, 

14 
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1 but such chapter, as amended, is hereby revived and readopted, 

2 except that subsections (3) and (4) of section 474.204, 

3 Florida Statutes, are hereby repealed • 

• Section 13. Chapter 474, Florida Statutes, 1s repealed 

SI on October 1, 1995, and shall be reviewed pursuant to s. 

61 11.61, Florida Statutes. 

7 

81 1985. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

H 

Section 14. This act shall take effect October 1, 

***************************************** 

SENATE SUMMARY 

15

Revives and readopts chapter 474, F.S., relating to the 
regulation of veterinary medical practice, 
notwithstanding the Regulatory Sunset Act. Provides for 
l1censure by endorsement, rehabilitation of 1mpa1red 
veterinarians, mobile clinic permits, temporary licensure 
of certain out-of-state veterinarians, and fees. See 
bill for details. 

16

17

18

19 

20 

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

• 28

29 

30

31

15 
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By Comnttee on Regulitory Reform ind Hepresenht1ve Kelly 

A bill to be entitled 

�n act relating to veterinary medical practice; 

•mending s. 474.202, F.S.; prov1d1ng a 

def1n1t1on; amending s. 474 203, F S.; 

clar.fy1ng exemptions; specifying that only a 

veterinarian may provide ce1·ta1n 1rrunun1zat1ons 

or treatment, amendtng s, 474 �04, F S,; 

repealing trans1t1onal prov1s1ons relating to 

,1ppo1ntment of members of the Board of 

�eter1nary Med1c1ne; ame nding s, 474 207, F S , 

1ncreas1ng an exam1nat1on fee: prov1d1ng a 

procedure for certain applicants who have 

�epeatedly failed the exam1nat1on; prohibiting 

certain applicants from temporarily p,actic1ng; 

creating s. 474.2125, F.S.; author1z1ng, and 

establishing 1.m1ts for, certain fee5, amending 

s 474.213, F S., clarifyinq language relating 

to prohibited practice; amending s 474,214, 

F.S., deleting redundant language; prov1d1ng a 

penalty fo< obta1n1ng a license by fraudulent 

misrepresentation; prov1d1ng for board action 

against certain impaired veter1nar1ans; 

creating s. 474.2145, F S., prov1d1ng fo< 

consultants to act as liaisons between the 

board and treatment programs for 1mpa1red 

veter1nar1ans; providing for confident1al1ty; 

providing a privilege from c1v1l l1ab1l1ty, 

amending s. 474.215, F.S.; providing for the 

issuance of mobile cl1n1c permits; prov1d1ng • 

pen•lty for operating an establishment without 

� premises permit or mobile cl1n1c permit; 

COOIHC, W•r4• 111 � � typ• ••• '•'•''•"• f, • .,. ••••''"t 1,w, ,..,,1 u., ... ,1.nt:4 ••• ........ ,.,1, 
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10 

11 
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amend1ng s. 474.216, F,S,; providing conforming 

language; amending s. 474,217, F.S ; providing 

for l1censure by endorsement; deleting the 

board's authority to enter into rec1proc1ty 

agreements; amending s. 45�.241, F,S.; 

correcting a cross reference, repealing 3 

474.219, F.S.; relating to obsolete saving 

clauses; saving chapter 474, F.S , from Sunset 

repeal; prov1d1ng for future review and repeal, 

providing an effective date 

121 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the Stace ,,f Florida• 

13 

1' 

15 

Section 1 Subsection (4) of section 474 202, Florida 

Statutes, ts amended, and subsections (6) and (7) are added to 

161 said section, to rl!!ad: 

17 

18 

474.202 Def1n1t1ons. ·-As used 1n this chapter 

(.) nPract1ce of veter1nar1 medicine" means 

19 d1•gnosing, prescribing, or administering drugs, medicine, 

20 appliances, applic•t1ons, or treatment of whatever nciture, 

21 including surgery or acupuncture, for the prevention, cure, or 

22 relief of a wound, fracture, bodily inJury, or disease of 

23 

24 

animals; performing any manual procedure for the d1agnos1s or 

treatment for fertility stertltty or 1nfert1l1ty of animals; 

25 or representing oneself by the use of titles or words, or 

26 undertaking, offering, or holding oneself out, as performing 

27 any of these functions. 

28 {6) �Mobile veterinary est•bl1shment" and �mobile 

29 clin1c R mean a mobile unit which contains the same treatment 

30 facilities as •re required of a perm•nent veterinary 

31 establishment or which has entered into a written agreement 

2 

1 17 

1.18 

1 19 

1 20 

1.21 

1 22 

l enc 

23 

"

25 

l. 26 

1 27 

1 29 

1 31 

l. 33 

l. 35 

36 

lus 

38 

l. 39 
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with another veterinary establishment to provide •ny required /1,40 
21 fac1l1t1es n..Q_t avlilable in the mobile unit. Th_L�ms dQ____Dot 
3 !ti� to the use Qf_a car, truck, or other motor veh i cle b� 1.U 
41 �terinar��n making a house call� 1 " 
5 

6 

8 

(7) nrmmed1ate superv1s1onn means a licensed doctor of 11.43 
veterinary �ed1c1ne is Qn th�.!!:l...!§��benever ve1._er1nary 
serv1c�s ar�e1ng provided, 

l,H 

Section 2, Subsections (4) and (6) of section 4.74.203, )l.44' 
9j Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1 " 

1. 46 
10 

11 

12 

474 2G3 Exemptions.--This chapter shall not apply to: 
(4) Any person, or h1s regular employee, adm 1 n1ster1ng II 47 

13j limited to, castrat1on�_i:i_g_.__and deh9£�1ng of �erd animal� ll 49 
1' 

to the 1lls or 1nJuries of his own animals, 1nclud1ng, but not !l.48 

15 

ond-��oy1n9-0£-on��oi�-ond-de"orn�n9-of-eot�¼e, unless title 
has been transferred or employment provided f�r tne �urpose of 

161 circumventing this law. However o..!l.!.Y_ a veterinarian� 
17 

18 

immunize or treat an an1.mal _for diseases ,..h1ch are 
cornm.),!D1cabl�human� and ,_.hlch are of �health 

191 significance 

l · las: 

1 5 J 

l. 54 

l. 55 
20 

21 

22 

23 

(6) Any veterinary aide, nurse, laboratory technician, /1 55 

" 

intern, or other employee of a licensed veterinarian �ho 
administers med1cat1on or renders aux1l1ary or supporting 
assistance under the responsible supervision of such licensed 
practitioners, including those tasks 1dentifli.Q_ by rule of th� 

251 board requiring immediate supervision, However, the licensed 
26 

27 

" 

veterinarian shall be responsible for all such acts performed 
by persons under his superv1s1on. 

Section 3. Section 474 204, Florida Statutes, 1s 
291 amended to read: 

JO 

31 

474.204 Board of Veterinary Medicine,--

1. 57 

l. 58 

1.59 

1,60 

1.61 

l. 61 

1 61 
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(1) To carry out the prov1s1ons of this chapter, there 

1s created �1th1n the Department of Professional Regulation a 

Board of Veterinary Med1c1ne cons1st1ng of seven members, who 

shall be appointed by the Governor, subJect to conf1rmat1on by 

the Senate 

(2) five members of the board shall be l1censed 

vet�r1.nar1an•,. Two members of the board shall be lay persons 

who are nut and have never been veter1nar1ans or members of 

any closely related profession or occupat1on. 

f3t--Wttktn-30-dey�-after-d��e-30,-¼519,-t•e 

�ka¼i-appotnt-t�o-member�-for-a-term-of-4-year�,-tvo 

Gover"'�!' 

meMrier� 

for-�-term-�f-3-year�7-and-tkree-member�-for-a-ter�-of-2 

yeer�::-

f4+--A3-t�e-term3-of-t�e-memher3-exptre,-t�e-�over�or 

3hall-appotnt-3tleee33or3-for-term3-of-4.-year31-and-3tteh 

�ember3-3ha1l-3erve-tlnttl-t�etr-,1::1eee33or3-are-appot�ted---9�e 

l"emh!"'r3-of- t M.e-hoard-3erv tn.g-on-.-:f1::1ly-3::,--l91"91 -3ha:H-eon.ttn.t1!"' 

to-3erve-a3-�e�ber3-of-the-Board-of-Yetertn.ary-Medte1�e-1::1n.t1± 

thetr-3tleee33or3-�re-appo1n.ted::-

ill{5t All provls1ons of ..:hapter 455 relat:ng to 

211 activ1t1es of regulatory board5 shall apply. 

22 Sect ion 4 Subsections (2) and (3) of section 474 207, 

2JI Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

" 
25 

474 207 �icensure by examination.--

(2) The department shall license each applicant who 

261 the board certifies has· 

27 

28 

29 

30 

(a) Completed the application form and remitted an

examin•t1on fee set by the board not to exceed S5OO S259. 

(b) Graduated from a college of veterinary medicine 

wh1ch has been approved by the board according to standards 

311 set by rule of the board. However, these st�ndards shall be 

' 

62 

63 

l 64 

o4 

65 

1 66 

l. las 

68 

69 

l 71 

l. 72 

l 7 4 

l ;6 

1. 78 

1. 79 

79 

80 

BO 

l. 80 

l 81 

l 82 

l,los 

l. 84 

2. 2 
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substantially equi�ale�t to the standards established by an 
21 accrediting agency approved by the United States Off ice of

Education The board r",ay approve veterinary schools not ' meeting such 5tandards if 1t develops by rule a procedure for 
51 reviewing such s..:hool5 in order to ensure that graduates of 61 such schools are m1n1mally competent to practice in this 
7 3tate. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

(') Successfully completed the examination in 
�ccordance with t�1s section. A �raduate of a colle� 
·,eterinary medicine which has not Qeen approved � 
�ccredit1ng agency approved by the United States Off i ce of 
E<iucat1on who has not___12assed the l1censure e<am1nat1on � 
l..!:!I�tempt<, shall not be q_!Jowed t_Q______;:ont1nue �o _tal(.e th� 

14.1 exa�ination until h�uccessfully obtains a certif icate from 
15 

16 

17 

the Educational Commiss!on for Fore1�er1nary Graduates 
�nd presents the certifica�to the bo.2._rd rloveve r, no 
applicant who 1s the subJect of a pending 1nvesttgat1on or 

181 prosecution or has been convicted of any offense relating to 
19 the practice of veterinary med1c1ne 3hall be cert1f1ed for 
�OI l1�ensure, 

21 (3) An unl1cen�ed doctor of veterinary medicine who 

2.3 

2 ' 

2. 5 

2.6 

2. 6 

2 7 

2. 8 

2. 9 

2.10 

2 11 

2.12 

2.13 

2 .14 

2.14 
221 has graduated from an approved aeeredtted college or school of ll:lus 
23 veterinary med1c1ne and has completed all parts of the 
24 examination for l1censure shall be perm1tted, wh ile awaiting 
25 the results of such exam1nat1on for l1censure, to practice 
26 under the immediate supervision of a licensed veterinarian.� 
27 person who fails any part of the examination may not continue 
28 �o practice, except 1n the same capacity as other nonl1censed 
29

1 
veterinary employees, until he passes the exam1nat1on and 1s 

30 eligible for l1censure 

31 

2 17 

2.18 

2. 19 

l: lus

2.21 

2.22 
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Section 5. section 474:-.2125, Florid• Statutes, >S 

created to read: 

4:-H.2125 Fees.--The board, by rule, shall establish 

fees for a22l1cat1on and ex•m1nat1on, reexam1nat 10n, license 

rene,,,.al 1 1nact1ve status, renewal of 1nact1ve status, l 1cel}_�� 

react1vat1on, late aQQl1cat1on for Qerm1ts1 12er1od1c 

1ns12ect1on of veterinary establishments, and recordmak1ng and 

recordkee12ing. The fee for the 1n1t1al a1212l1cat1on and 

exam1nat1on shall not exceed ssoa The fee for reactivation 

of an 1nact1ve license and the fee for renewal of an 1nact1ve 

license shall not exceed S50. The fee for 11c�nsure by 

�0dorsement  shall not exceed S250, The fee for tem2orary 

l 1censure shall cot exceed poo. The board shall establish

fees wn1ch are adeguate to e�sure its continued ooerat1on and

to fund the 2ro2ortionate ex2enses incurred by the de2artment 

which are allocated to the regulation of veterinarians, 

shall be based on de2artmental estimatea of the revenue

required to administer this cha2ter and the 2rovis1ons

r__�lat1ng to the regulation of veterinarians,

fe�;'}_ 

section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection { 1) of sect ion 

"' 213, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read,

4H.213 Proh 1bi t tons; penalties.--

(1) No person shall:

(a) Practice veterinary med1c1ne 1n this state unless 

the person holds an active license to practice veterinary 

medicine pursuant to this chaQter; 

Section 7 section 474.214, Florida St•tutes, a, 

amended by chapters e4-543 and 84-553, Laws of Florida, " 

amended to read: 

4:H.214 D1sc1plinary proceedings.-� 

6 

2 22 

2.23 

2.24 

2.25 

2.2b 

2 27 

2 28 

2,)0 

2. 31 

2 32 

2,33 

2.35 

2. 3 6

2 38 

2 39 

2 .40 

2.40 

2. 41

2. 4 2

2.43

2.44 

2. 4 5
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1 ( 1) The follo,,,.1ng ac1 

2 ,,,.h1ch the d1sc1pl1nary act1or 

3 fa}--V1oiat1"9-afty-��c 

• ½55,i!i!H:l:h 

5 ill f .b-} Attempting to 
6 veterinary merhc1ne by briber 

7 m1srepresentat1ons, or throug 
8 the board 

9 lli.+d Having a licen 
10 med1c1ne revoked, suspended,

11 1nclud1ng the denial of l 1cen: 
12 of another state, territory, < 

13 _L_i;_lfd-t Being conv1ctec 

14 adJud1cat1on, of a er.me 1n ar 
1 5 ,.elates to tie practice of vet 
16 �o practice veterinary med 1c1r 
17 .J....Q.lfet Making or f1lu: 

18 licensee knows to be false, ,c 

19 fa1l1ng to f 1 le a report or "

20 federal law, ,nllfully 11:iped1n
21 1nduc1ng another person to 1.np 
22 Such reports or records shall 

23 signed in the capacity of a 11, 
" itl fH >.dvert1s1ng goo< 
25 1s fraudulent, false, decept i v1 

26 content. 

27 ill f9 t A violation or 1 
28 chapter, chapter 455, or any n 

29 thereto 

30 j_gj_fh, Practicing v1th
31 1nact1ve license, 

7 
CODING: Words str�cken •re deletio 

shall constitute grounds for
in subsection (2) may be taken

�s�o�-of-so-414,�¼1-or-5,

rocure a license to practice 

, by fraudulent 

an er ror of the departme�t or 

e to practice veterinary 

r oth�rw1se acted against, 

ure, by the l1cens1ng authority
r country. 

or found gu1ltt, regardless of 
y Jur1sd1ct1on which directly
erinary med1c1ne or the ao1l1t1 
' 

g a report or record which the 
ent1onally or negligently 

ord required by state or 

2.46 

2.47 

2, 49 

2 51 

2 5 2 

2 54 

2.56 

2 5 7 

58 

59 

2.60 

2.61 

2 62 

or obstructing such filing, or 12 E4
de or obstruct such filing

nclude only those vhtch are
1
2.65 

ensed veterinarian. 2.66 
s or services 1n a manner which 12.67

or m1slead1ng 1n form or 

epe•ted v1olat1on of th i s

les promulgated pursuant

a revoked, suspended, or 

2.68 

2.69 

2. 71

ns; words underlined •re •dditions.

� 



190-308-4-5 

1.hlft+ Being unable to pr•ctice veterinary medicine 

with reasonable skill and safetj to pat1ents by reason of 

illness, drunkenness, use of drugs, narcotics, chemicals, OC 

any other material or substance or as a result of any mental 

or physical cond1t1on. A licensee affected under this 

61 paragraph s1all have tne opportunity, at reasonable inter.al�. 

to ,lemonstrate that lie can res,�e the competent practice of 

veterinary medtc1ne with 1easunable skill and satety to 

pat1Pnt., 

10 LJt1+ '/1olat 10n of a la,.-f',1 'Jtder of the 1:,oard or 

111 department previously entered ind d1sc1pl1nary hearing or 

12 failure to ,amply with a lawfullt 1�sued subpoena of the board 

lJI �, nepartment. 

ls .!-1.1_f,d J�d1c1ally dett"r,1red mental incompetency 

15 ;o..,ever, a license suspended for th1s cause may be reinstatt"d 

16
1 

i..pon leqal restoration of the competency ot the 1nd1v1dual 

li ..,nose ltcen5e was so �uspended. 

:s �+1+ Kn0w�nglf ma,'1ta.ning a prott"ss1onal connection 

191 or association �1th any person �ho 1s 1n v1olat1on of the 

20] prov1s1ons l.lf this chapter or the rules of the board, 

21 

12 

:,owever, if ..the licensee �rif1es that the person 1s act11ely 

pa�ucioatinq 1n a board-apprc_y�r�m for t_I'_& treatm� 0! 

23
1 

!!....Qhys1cal or
.

mental co
.
nd,t,on, he,, cegu,ced only to ceooct 

24 §Uch person to the department .. 

25 illfffl+ Paying or receiving kickbacks, rebates, 

"I b�nuses, or other remu'lerat1on for -ece1v1'1g a pat,ent or 

27 :lient or for referring a patient or client to another 

281 provider of veterinary services or goods . 

29 l..!!ll+�+ Performing or prescribing unnecessary or 

JOI uraut�orized treatment. 

)l 

8 

2.73 

2,H 

2 75 

2.76 

2 )7 

2 79 

2 51 

2.83 

l, 3 

3.' 

5 

6 

3 ) 

3 8 

3. 9 

11 

12 

13 

3.H 

3. 15 

3.16 
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iD_lfo} Fraud 1n the collection of fees from consumers 

or any person, agency, or organ1zat1on paying fees to 

practitioners, 

i.Qlfpt Attempting to restrict competition l� the field 

of veterinary med1c1ne other than for the protection of the 

61 public. However, this provision shall not apply to testimony 

7 �ade 1, ]Ood fa.th at a hearing or other proceeding 1n ..,h1ch 

'I the subJect 1s the revocation of a license or a lesser 

9 pen..1lty 

10 lp_l{qt Fraud, deceit, negligence, incompetency, or 

111 �1scord�ct, in � he practice of veterinary m�d1c1ne 

12 

13 

" 

15 

16 

12.l_fd Conviction on a �harge of :ruelty to an1ma1s 

W+st Permitting or allo,.,ing anotl-ter to use a 

veterinarian''> 

to treat sick, 

license for the purpose of treating or offering 

1nJured, or afflicted animals. 

_f_s)_{t+ Ma1nta1n1rg a orofessional ,:,r business 

'.7 connt'ction with any other person who continues to violate any 

.a\ of the provisions of this chapter or rules of the board after 

191 lJ dais' not1�e ,n ..,,1tirg by the board. 

20 

21 

22 

illftl} Willfully making any m1srepresentat1ons in 

connection �1th the in5pect10n of food for human consumption. 

ill {v+ Fraudulently issuing or using any false health 

23( certificate, vaccination certificate, te!>t chart, or other 

" blank form used in the practice of veterinary medicine 

251 relating to the presence or absence of animal disease or 

26 transporting animals or 1ssu1ng any false certificate relating 

271 to the sale of 1ned1ble products of ani�al origin for human 

28 consumption. 

29 

30 

i'!'J.fw+ Fraud or dishonesty 1n applying, treating, or 

reporting on tuberculin, diagnostic, or other b1olog1cal 

31 I tests 

9 

3. 19 

3 21 

22 

23 

" 

3 26 

3. 27 

3, 28 

3.29 

3 JO 

3. 31 

3. 32 

3. 3 3 

3.34 

3. 35 

3.36 

3, 3 7 

3. 3 9 

3 .-U 

3. 4 2 

3.44 
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1\ _Ltlfxt failing to keep the equipment and premises of 

the business establishment 1n a clean and sanitary cond1t1on 

or having a premises permit suspended or revoked pursuant to 

s. 474.215 

1.!J_fyt Refusing ta permit the department to inspect 

'I the business premises of the licensee during regular business

7 hours. 

8 ill+�+ Using the pr1v1lege of ordering, prescr1b1ng, 

9 or making available medicinal drugs or drugs as defined 1n 

10 chapte< 465, or controlled substances as defined 1n chapter 

11 893, for use other than for the specific treatment of animal 

12 patients. 

1 J i.;J_t��+ Prov1d1ng, prescr1b1ng, ordering, or making 

14 available for human use medicinal drugs or drugs as def ired 1n 

15 chapter 465, controlled substances as defined 11 chapter 893, 

16 or any material, chemical, or substance wsed exclusively for 

17 animal treatment. 

18 ill.Lfbbt Fa1l1ng to report to the department any 

19 person the licensee knows to be in violation of this chapter 

20 or of the rules of the department or board,-however,-a-report 

21 sh•ii-not-be-reqtltred-�£-the-person-tn-vtoiatton-ts 

22 parttetpattn9-aettveiy-in-a-pro9r1!1!1-approved-by-rttie-of-the 

23 department-or-board-for-the-treatment-0£-a-phy�teai-or-mentai 

24 eondttton-whieh-render�-the-person-�nabie-to-praettee 

25 vetertnary-medtetne-with-reasonabie-sktii-and-safety. 

26 (2) When the board finds any veter1nar1an guilty of 

27 any of the� 9ro�nds set forth 1n subsection (1), it may 

28 enter an order imposing one or more of the following 

29 penalties: 

JO 

ll 

(a) Denial of an application for licensure. 

(bl Revocation or suspension of a license. 

10 

1: lus 

3.47 

3.49 

3. 51 

3. 52 

3. 54 

3. 56 

1: lus 

3.59 

3. ti l 

3.62 

3.63 

3.66 

3.Ge

3.69 

3.69 
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(c) Imposition of an administrative fine not to exceed 13 70 

21 $1,000 for each count or separate offense 

(d) Issuance of a reprimand

' (el Placement of the veter1nar1an on probation for a 

70 

71 

51 period of time and sub)CCt to such conditions as the board may ,J.72 

6 specify, including requiring the veterinarian to attend 3.73 

cont1nu1ng education courses or to �ark under the supervision 

81 of another veterinarian 

9 

10 

(f) Restricting the authorized scope of practice. 

{3) The department shall reissue the license of a 

11 disciplined veterinarian upon cert1f1cat1on by the board that 

12 the d1sc1pl1ned veterinarian has complied �1th all of the 

13 terms and conditions set forth 1n the final order. 

" _ij) Atte�pting to obtain or obta1n1ng a license to 

15 practice veterinary medicine oy fraudulent m1sreprese�tat1on 

16 constitutes 3 felony of the third degree, punishab�� 

17 provided ins 775.082 s 775 083 ar s 775.084 

18 (5) When�ver lt is reported to t�e department and 

" 

3 76 

3. 7 6 

J 78 

J 80 

l · 1 us 

J 8' 

3 • B 3 

3.84 

19
1 

there is reason to believe that a veter1nar1an may be impaired \4.2 

20 as a result of the misuse and abuse of alcphol or medicinp_! 

21 drugs, or both, �h1ch could affect that 1nd1v1dual's ability 

22 to practice his profession, the reporting of such impairment 

23 shall not constitute a complaint with1n the meaning of s. 

2� 455.225, so long as the probable cause panel of the board 

25 determines that: 

26 (a) The veter1nar1an has acknowledged that he has an 

27
1 

impairment problem due to the misuse and abuse of alcohol, 

2e drugs, or both; 

29 {b) The vete�inar1an has voluntarily enrolled 1n_! 

301 treatment program approv¢d by the board; 

ll 

11 

' 

' 

4.5 

•• 6 

•• 7

l: lus

'·' 
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{c) The veterinarian has voluntarily withdrawn from 
practice or l1m1ted the scope of his practice as determ1n�
tne Qi!nel 1n each case until such time as the panel 1s

41 sat1sf1ed that he has succ�_ssfully completed an a_pproved 

'SJ treatme_DJ_oroq_r_a'l1· and 

b {d) The v1olat1on of th15 chaoter COl'llllltted bf the 
vetenn.:.rian wh1 l�_�,1_..'!_?_-? d _�or connect_e_d with h15 

ill _c1ra1rTJ1e'lt. 

9 J_y)._ __ A f1nd1ng of P:robabl� ,;:ause shall not be made_,,..Q 
101 lung a_s the oanel 1s 5at1st1e<i thj!.£ ....... 1.h.� ...... _lmpai.red v>o!=er:narian
11 1s progressing sat,sfactor1Jy 1n a boarQ_:-approved 12rogram_ 

12 I The approved _£roqram Dt ov 1der shall, i!.L_!.he re_guest of the 

l. lus 

'. 9 

4 10 

11 

l us 

4. 12 

4.13 

4.14 

4. 15 
111,:robaole_.;iuse panel d1?_close to t'le panel all irifor,,at19.� l<Ll6
14 1ts possession regarding the impaired veterinarian in
15) trea.tn:ient_ hll_ i�format1un obta1neq by_ the panel pursuant to

lb _-his section 1s_exempt trom d1sclosu_re under s. q2.....QL_c!__n_d_ 

ll .,hall bt: l1eld conf1dent1,1J_ sub7er;t to the prov1s1ons of 

:13 s�tsect,� 

19 \.?l l.L........_i._f\_tre op1n1on of the p��bable cau�e panel
20 after ronsultat1on v1th the provider, the imoa1rPd 
21 veterinarian enr0lled 1n an approved treatment program does
22 not progress satisfactorily, the panel may trea_t, th_e
:3 I 1nformat,._1_0Q as a corr�1_nt�b1ch ma�the basis for � 
24 finding of probable cause, or, if an 1mmed1ate and serious
25 danger to the public exists, such conclusion shall be

;;5 commun1categ____1.Q__1_he secretar / of the department, 

27 (8) If, 1n the opinion of the probable cause panel

28 after cunsultat1on with the provider, the panel 1s sat1sf1ed 

29 that the 1mpa1red veter1nar1an has successfully completed an 

30 approved treatment program and can safely return to the 

31 practice of veterinary medicine, the licensee shall b� 

12 

17 

' 18 

' 19 

l:lus 

4 21 

' 22 

4,23 

4. 24, 

l lus 

4.. 26 

4.27 

4. 28 
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permitted to resume the full practice of v1:terinary medicin� 

(9) A pr1v1lege against civil liability 1s hereby

granted to any person who provides 1nformat1on to the 

41 department, the board or the probable cause panel with 

4.29 

4 JO 

5
1 

respect to any impa1red.•1eter1naric1n, unless that person acted [4.31 

6 in bad fa.1th or ,nth mal1c_� 

7 Section 8 Secti0n 474.214�, Florida Statutes, 1s 

Bl created to read: 

9 4_]4.2145 Treatment progr,1rns for 1rnp,ure_Q, 

lOI prufess1onals; a.dv1sory committee, consultants,--

11 (1) The board �hall appoint a 11censee vho shall serve

12
1 

on the Impaired Professionals A9y_!__sory Committee establisheg 

13 under s 4' ?_Q_]J_l.2_ 

14 (2) The department may retain one or more impaired

15
1 

professional consultant� as recommended and approved by th� 

16 board. Such consultant shall ar� as a l1a1son oetween the 

4 32 

4..33 

' ]4 

l us 

4. 3 6 

'JS 

4.39 

4.40 

17 I board ,:ind treatment programs approved pur3uant to this chapter 14-.42 

181 wh1c� orov,ce ser�1ces to veter1�ar.an lice�se�� 

19 (3) The 1nformat1on and knovledge of such consulta� 4.45 

20 vh1ch 1nvulves an 1mpa1red veter.1nar1an who may be tn 

21 violation of this chapter or of the rules of the noard or 

I
' <8 

22 department shall not constitute a complaint as described 1n s. 4 49 

23 455,225, so long as the licensee 1s progress.ng sat1 sfactor1ly 

24 I lf'\ an approved program _An approved program provider sh all, 

25 upon request, disclose to such consultant all 1nformat10_11.____!n 

26 its possession regarding an 1mpa1rea veter1nar1an 1n 

27 treatment. All 1nformat1on obtained by a consultant pursu•nt 

28 to this section 1s exempt from disclosure under s 119.07 and 

29 shall be held conf1dent1al sub1ect to the provisions of 

30 subsection (4.). 

Jl 

13 

-t..50 

4o. 51 

4.52 

4-. 53 

4.54. 
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(4) If, 1n the op1n1on of such consultant after

consultation with the provider an 1mpa1red veterinarian who 

1s enrolled 1n an approved treatment program has not 

progressed sat1sfactor1ly1 then the consultant shall disclose 

SI to the department all 1nformat1on 1n his possession regarding 

such veter1nar1an, and such disclosure shall constitute a 

71 complaint pursuant to the general prov1s1ons of s 455 225, 

e] Whenever the consultant concludes that _imp airment affects the 

9 practice of a licensee, const1tut1ng an 1mmed1ate, serlQld§.

10 danger to the public health, safety, or welfare, such

11 conclus1on shall be communicated to the secretary of tre

121 department. A consultant, licensee, or approved program

131 provider who makes a disclosure pursuant to th1s section ors.

141 474.214{l)(aa) shall not be sub7ect to civil l1abil1ty for 

15[ such d1sclosure or its consequences. 

16 Sect10n 9. Section 474.215, Florida Statutes, 1s 

171 .mended to read: 

18 

19 

474,215 Premises permits.--

(1) Any establishment, permanent or mobile, �here a 

lus 

• 56 

4 58 

4,59 

4 61 

4. 63

L64 

4. 65

4.66

4.68

• 68

4.69 

4, 7 0 

201 licensed veterinarian practices must have a premises per�it or 14 72 

211 �ob1le clinic permit issued by the department. Upon 

221 appl1cat1on and payment of a $25 fee, the department shall 

231 cause such establishment to be inspected. A premises permit 

24 or mobile clinic permit shall be issued if the establishmert 

25 meets m1n1mum standards, ta be adopted by rule of the bo•rd, 

26 as to sanitary cond1t1ans and physical plant. The board shall 

271 adopt separate sets of m1n1mum standards for permanent and 

281 mobile establ1stunents. In lieu of the above procedure, the 

291 department may issue a premises permit or mobile clinic permit 

30 to any establ1slunent prem�3es which 1s accredited by a 

31 

1, 

4. 73

4. 7 5

4 77 

l: lus 

4.80 

• 81

• 83
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recognized organization whose standards meet or exceed board 

minimum standards, as established by rule. 

(2) Each application for a premises permit QL_��?Ll� 

41 clinic perm!c.t_ shall set forth the name of the licensed 

5 veterinarian who will be responsible for the management of the 

61 establishment premtse� 

I l) T�e premises permit or mobile clinic pe r�1t may be 

• 8' 

5 2 

5. J 

5. 5 

5 7 

8 revoked, suspended, or denied when 1nspect1on reveals that the 15.9 

9 establishment does prem1"se�-do not meet the standards set by 

10 rule or when the license of the responsible veterinarian nas 

11 been suspended or revoked 

12 (�) Any owner, operntor, or 1espons1ble veterinarian 

13 of any establishment operating without a premises permit or 

14 mobile clinic permit 1n v1olat1on of this sect1an or any rule 

15 adopted____QY_ the board shall ha"e 30 days atter "Ot1f1cat1on _QJ 

16 v1olat1on by the deoartment J1th1n �hich to dpply for the 

17 appropriate permit and pay a late fee established by the 

18 board. The board may, after notH. .. e ,nd hearing, impose a 

19 penalty against any such o�ner, ope rator, or responsible 

20 veterinar.an 'Jho falls to ar;ply for ':.he "e:::e3sa r.Y.__£err'llt and 

21 pay the late fee w1th1n the prescribed 30-day oertod of-any 

22 premt�e�-operattng-vtthottt-a-prem1"�e�-perm�t-tn-Ytolatton-of 

23 tkt�-�eetton-or-any-rttle-promttlgated-by-tke-board. No penalty 

24 so imposed shall exceed $1,000 for each court or separate 

25\ offense 

26 (S) Any practitioner who provides veterinary service 

27
1 

on• house-call basis and who does not maintain a veterinary 

28 establishment for receipt of patients shall not be required to 

29 

JO 

obt•1n a premises permit or mobile cl1n1c per�1t, out must 

provide for mLntmum equipment and fac1l1t1es as established by 

31 I rule. 

15 

5 10 

5 11 

5 12 

5.13 

5.14 

5. 16 

5. 19

5.20 

5 21 

5. 2 2 

5.23

5 25

5.26 

5.27 

5 28 

5. 29 
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Section 10. section 474.216, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

474.216 L1censeL and premises permit, and mobil� 

cl1n1c permit to be d1splayed,--Each person to whom a 1,censeL 

or premises permit or mobile cl1n1c permit 15 issued shall 

61 keep 3uch dOC\.lJT}�IJ..l tteen�e conqp1cuously displayed 1n h1� 

office, �lace of ous1ness, or pl�ce of emplo;ment and shall, 

81 •renever requ1rPd, exh1b1t said iocwnent !teen�e to an1 member 

9 or authorized repre'>entat1•;e at the board. 

10 Section 11 Section 474.217, Florida Statutes, is 

11 I amenJed to read 

- 2 

1 J 

474 �- 7 �1cer3ure ty e�dor,:;ement Ree�pro���y.-­

(1) The departm�nt shall 1�sue a 1 icense by 

14 endotSPment to anr applicant who, upon applying to the 

1c; C.epart11ent anrl remitting a fee set oy tf'e tioard de'T!onstrJtes 

16 +-o the board t'lat ,1� 

17 {all. Huld� 3 valid l1rPn'2_e to pract1rf!_ ,,eter1nar_t 

lil med1..i._1ne _in another ,:;tate of the l}_01ted Stat•!� the D1stri_{ t 

19 of Cq_1_,_,mb1a Ol" c, ':.er '" 1tory ot the United Sta�_s, p,o,,.:.ded 

J0 t�at .ht'n �"le aopl1canr secured suc0 license the reau,renenr,:; 

21 for l1censure in the 1ssu1ng state #ere substantially s1m1lar 

22 to, equivalent to, or more stringent than the requirements at 

2] t�1s cha��r 

,. "'leets:_ the guallf1cattons of s 474 707 and has 

25 successfully C1Jmpleted a state, regional, or national 

26 examinat10n which 1s substantiallt equivalent to or more 

27 St '" ingent than t"le examination given by the department; _;1_nd 

28 {bl Has passed an examination on the laws and rules of 

291 this state governing veterinary medical practice, and 

JO (c) Has passed the board's clinical competency 

311 examJnat1on or a clinical competency examination that is 

16 

5.30 

1: las 

5. 3 3 

5.H 

5 35 

5 36 

lus 

5 38 

5. 39 

l • le,s 

1: 1 us 

" 

5 '3 

5 " 

5 4 5 

5.46 

5.47 

5 48 

5 49 

5.51 

1 lcs 

5.52 
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substantially similar to equ1valent to, or more stringent 

21 than the board's exam1nat1on. 

(2) The department shall not issue a LLC..�nse by 

endors�ml"nt. to any ap_p)1ca�t ,,,.ho__ 1s U"'der 1nvest1qat.ion l'l 

another state territory, or the_J)Jst_r�Columbia for an 

61 act #h1ch would constitute a v1�J.!c!! _ __ton of thts <..hapter, until 

the investigation �s_complete __ ar}9 disc1oltnary proceedi'lgs 

Bl have been cepm1narPd at_.,.c, �.me the pro�13,0�s of s, 

9 474.207 shall apply T"-order-to-!"n��re-that-vetertnar�""� 

10 iteen�ed-tn-tkt�-�t"te-may-�e-eon��dered-for-it�en��re-tn 

11 other-�tate�,-��e-�oard may-enter-t"to-r!"et�roe�ty-a�reement� 

121 •t�n-�t�er-�tate�-

5.54 

5 56 

5 57 

5.58 

5, 59 

1: los 

5.61 

5 62 

13 Section 12. Subsection (21 of section 45�.241, Florida IS b3 

141 Statutl'J, 1s amended to read: 

15 �55 241 Patient records, copies of recurjs to be 

161 furnishej --

17 (2) �uch rP<..orrl.!:. shall n,,t Lie furn1sf',ed to any person 

18 other than the patient or his leyal representative, except 

19 upon �r1tten autf'urizat:on of the patient. �oJever, such 

20 recordJ �at be tu1nished w.thout Jr,tten au:hor1zac.on to any 

21 per�on, firm, or co1porat1on #h1,_h has procured or furnished 

22 such exam1nat1on or treatme,1t #tth the patient's consent or 

23 w�en compulsory physical e�aminat1on is made pursuant to Rule 

24 l 360, Florida R�les of Civil Procedure, 1n which case copies 

5 64 

5,65 

5 65 

5 67 

5.69 

5. 70 

5. 71

5.72 

25 of the medical record shall be furnished to both the defendant. ls.73 

26 and the pla1nt1ff. Such records may be furnished in any civil 
1
5 7< 

27 or cr,minal action, unless other#1Se proh1b1ted by lav, upon 5,76 

28 the issuance of a subpoena from a court of competent 

29 Jur1sd1ctian and proper notice to the patient or his legal 

30 representat1ve by the party seeking such records. The 

31 Department of Profess.anal Regulat1on may obtain patient 

17 

5.77 

5.78 
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records pursuant to a subpoena without wr1tten •uthor1zation 

21 from the patient 1f the department and the probable cause 

panel of the •ppropnate board, 1f any, find reasonable cause 

,/ to believe that a practitioner has excessively or 

inappropriately prescribed any controlled substance spec1f1ed 

1n chapter 893 in v1olat1on of s. 458.33l(l}(q), s 

7
1

459.0lS(l)(q), s 4.61.013(l)(p), s. 462,H(l), s 

8 466.028(1)(q), ors, 474.214(l)__(___y_l__Q_r_ (z) or-t-ee"t, but the 

91 patient record obtained by the department pursuant to this 

l□I subsection shall ne used solely for the purpose of the 

111 depart'!1ent and board 1n d1sc1pllnary proceedu1gs, The re.::ord 

121 shall otherwise be sealed and shall not be available to the 

131 publlc pursuant to tl'e provisions of s 119 07 or any other

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

statute providing access to public records Not'11ng �n this 

section shall be construed to limit the psychotherapist­

patient privilege of a medical practitioner licensed pursuant 

to chapter 458 or chapter 459 who has pr1mar1ly diagnosed and 

treated mental and nervous disorders for a per"od of not less 

191 than J years, inclusive of psychiatric residency. 

20 Section 13. Section 47,.219, Florida Statutes, is 

211 hereby repealed, 

22 Section 14. Notvithstand1ng the provisions of the 

23 Regulatory Sunset Act or of any other provision of lav which 

2, provides for rev1ev and repeal 1n accordance v1th s. 11.61, 

25 Florida Statutes, and except as otherv1se specific•lly 

26 provided herein, chapter ,1,, Florida Statutes, shall not 

271 5tand repealed on October 1, 1985, and shall continue 1n full 

281 force and effect as amended herein. 

29 Section 15. Chapter 474, Florida Statutes, 15 repealed 

30 on October 1, 1995, and shall be reviewed by the Legi5lature 

31 pur5u•nt to 5. 11.61, Florida Statutes. 
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Section 16. This act shall take effect October 1, 

1985. 

•••.•..•..........••..............••••••• 

hOUSE SUMMARY 

Revises and clarifies various prov1s1ons relating to 
veterinary �edical practice. Spec1f1es that only a 
veterinarian mat 1mmun1ze or treat an an1nal for certain 
diseases. Increases fro� 5250 to 5500 the fee for 
examination for l:censure. Provides restrictions upon 
certain applicants for l1ce�sure who have failed the 
exam1ration ?�ov1des for 1ar1ous license fees, to be 
set by r�le of the Boa•d 0f Veterinary �edic:ne. 
Provides a third-degree felony penalty fvr cotaln1n1 a 
license by fraudulent �1sreprese�tat1on, 

Provides cond1t1ons for board action against certain 
impaired veternarians Provides for consultants to act 
as liaisons between tfe buard and treatment programs fo• 
1�paired veter1�ar1ars, ?ro11des for co�fident1ality and 
prov.des a �r1vilege fron ci,11 l1ab1l1ty, 

Provides f0r operaticn of mobile veterinary clinics, 
?roh1bits operation of a veterinary clinic without a 
pre�1ses permit or mcoile cl1n1c permit, and provides a 
�e�alty, Provides for l:censure by endorsement and 
removes the board's authority to enter into reciprocitf 
ag•eements 

Save� chapter 474, F,S., f•om Sunset repeal on October 1, 
1985, and reschedules such repeal for October 1, 1995, 

19 

6. 18 
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PC6 2..0 
PCB #20 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to veterinary medical practice; 

amending s. 474.202, F.S.; prov1d1ng a 

definition; amending s. 474.203, F.S.; 

providing for 1mmed1ate superv1s1on for certain 

functions; amending s. 474.204, F.S.; repealing 

certain transitional provisions relating to 

appointment of board members; amending s. 

474.207, F.S.; el1m1nat1ng an exam1nat1on fee 

cap; proh1bit1ng certain applicants from 

temporarily pract1c1ng; amending s. 474.213, 

F.S.; providing clarifying language; amending

s. 474.214, F.S.; deleting redundant language;

providing for board action against certain 

1mpa1red veter1nar1ans; prov1d1ng for 

confidentiality of certain information; 

providing a privilege from civil liability; 

amending s. 474.215, F.S.; providing for the 

issuance of mobile clinic permits; amending s. 

474.216, F.S.; providing conforming language; 

amending s. 474.217, F.S.; providing for 

licensure by endorsement; repealing the board's 

authority to enter into reciprocity agreements; 

repealing s. 474.219, F.S.; relating to 

obsolete saving clause; creating s. 474.2065, 

F.S.; authorizing and establishing limits for

certain fees; continuing in full force and 

effect chapter 474, F.S., as amended; providing 

for future review and repeal; providing an 

effective date. 

1 

11 

CODING: Words st�teke� are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

/117 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 474.202, Florida 

Statutes, is amended, and subsections (6) and (7) of said 

section are added to read: 

474.202 Def1n1t1ons.--As used 1n this chapter: 

(4) "Practice of veterinary med1c1ne" means

diagnosing, prescribing, or adm1n1ster1ng drugs, medicine, 

appliances, applications, or treatment of whatever nature, 

1nclud1ng surgery or acupuncture, for the prevention, cure, or 

relief of a wound, fracture, bodily 1nJury, or disease of 

animals; performing any manual procedure for the d1agnos1s or 

treatment for fertility �ter��ity or 1nfert1l1ty of animals� 

including performing embryo transfer procedures; or 

representing oneself by the use of titles or words, or 

undertaking, offering, or holding oneself out, as performing 

any of these functions. 

ill "Mgbile veterinary establishment n and "mobile 

clinic" mean a mobile unit which contains the same treatment 

f�cilities as are required of a permanent veterinary 

establishment or which has entered into a written agreement 

wi�h another veterinary establishment to provide any required 

facilities not available in the mobile unit. The terms do not 

refer to the use of a car, truck, 9r other motor vehicle by a 

veterinarian making a house �?JL 

ill "Immed_i;__lte supervision" means a li�ensed Qoctor of 

veterinary medicine 1s on the premises whenever veterinary 

services are being provided. 

Section 2. Subsections (4) and (6) of section 474.203, 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

2 
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11 474.203 Exemptions.--This chapter shall not apply to: 

21 (4) Any person, or his regular employee, administering 

31 to the ills or 1nJur1es of his own animals, including, but not 

41 limited to, castration, spaying, and dehorn1nq of herd �nimals 

51 aftd-spayin9-ef-antma±s-a�O-Oehe�ning-of-eattle
1 

unless title 

61 has been transferred or employment provided for the purpose of 

71 circumventing this law. 

81 (6) Any veterinary aide, nurse, laboratory techn1c1an,

91 intern, or other employee of a licensed veter1nar1an who

101 administers med1cat1on or renders aux1l1ary or supporting 

111 assistance under the responsible supervision of such licensed 

121 practitioners including those tasks 1dentif1ed by rul� of the 

131 board requiring immediate supervision. However, the licensed 

141 veterinarian shall be responsible for all such acts performed 

151 by persons under his supervision. 

161 Section 3. Section 474.204, Florida Statutes is 

17
1 

amended to read: 

18 474.204 Board of Veterinary Medicine.--

191 (1) To carry out the prov1s1ons of this chapter, there

201 is created within the Department of Professional Regulation a 

211 Board of Veterinary Medicine consisting of seven members, who 

22 shall be appointed by the Governor, subJect to confirmation by 

23 the Senate. 

24 (2) Five members of the board shall be licensed

25 veterinarians. Two members of the board shall be lay persons 

26 who are not and have never been veterinarians or members of 

27 any closely related profession or occupation. 

281 f3t--Wtthtn-38-clays-after-dtlne-38,-l919,-tfle-6overflor 

291 sflal!-appotnt-two-members-for-a-term-ef-4-years,-twe-members 

30
1 

for-a-term-of-3-years,-entl-�flree-members-fer-a-term-ef-2 

31 yeersa 

3 
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11 f4t--As-the-terms-et-the-member�-exptre,-the-6everner 

21 �hall-appe�nt-sueeessers-fer-terms-ef-4-year�,-ancl-stleh 

31 members-shall-serve-unttl-their-�ueeessors-are-a�potnted7--�fle 

41 members-of-the-board-servin9-0R-auly-l,-l919,-shall-eentinue 

51 te-serve-a�-members-of-the-Beard-ef-Vetertnary-Metlteine-unttl 

61 thetr-sueee��ors-are-appotntetl� 

71 illfS+ All provisions of chapter 455 relating to 

Bl activities of regulatory boards shall apply. 

9 Section 4. Section 474.207 1s amended to read: 

101 474.207 L1censure by exam1nat1on.--

lll (2) The department shall license each applicant who

121 the board certifies has: 

13 (a) Completed the application form and remitted an 

141 examination fee set by the board not to exceed i2Q_Q_ $258. 

151 (b) Graduated from a college of veterinary medicine 

161 which has been approved by the board according to standards 

171 set by rule of the board. However, these standards shall be 

181 substantially equivalent to the standards established by an 

191 accrediting agency approved by the United States Office of 

201 Education. The board may approve veterinary schools not 

211 meeting such standards 1f 1t develops by rule a procedure for 

221 reviewing such schools 1n order to ensure that graduates of 

23
1 

such schools are minimally competent to practice 1n this 

24 state. 

251 (c) Successfully completed the examination 1n 

261 accordance with this section. A graduate of a college of 

27 I y _e_teri_11a_ry medicine which has not been approved by an 

281 accrediting agency approved by the United States Off1c� of 

291 Education wh9 has not passed the licensure examination after 

J0j three attempts shall not be allowed to conti��� to take the 

311 examination until he successfully obtains a cert1f1cate from 

4 
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11 the Educational Commission for Foreign Veterinary GraduQtes 

21 and presents the certificate to the board. However, no 

31 applicant who is the subject of a pending investigation or 

41 prosecution or has been convicted of any offense relating to 

SI the practice of veterinary medicine shall be certified for 

61 licensure. 

7 (3) An unlicensed doctor of veterinary medicine who 

Bl has graduated from an approved aeeretl�tetl college or school of 

91 veterinary medicine and has completed all parts of the 

101 examination for licensure shall be permitted, while awaiting 

111 the results of such examination for licensure, to practice 

121 under the immediate supervision of a licensed veterinarian. � 

131 person who fails any part of the examination may not_____J;;_ontinue 

141 to practice, except in the same capacity as other nonlic�nsed 

151 veterinary employees, until he passes the examination �nd 1s 

1
61 eligible for licensure. 

1
71 

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 474.213, Florida 

18 Statutes, is amended to read: 

191 474.213 Prohibitions; penalties.--

201 (1) No person shall: 

211 {a) Practice veterinary medicine in this state unless 

221 the person holds an active license to practice veterinary 

231 medicine pursuant to this chapter; 

24 (b) Use the name or title ''veterinar1an n when the

251 person has not been licensed pursuant to this chapter; 

261 (c) Present as his own the license of another; 

271 (d) Give false or forged evidence to the board or a

281 member thereof for the purpose of obtaining a license; 

29 (e) Use or attempt to use a veterinarian's license

30
1 

which has been suspended or revoked; 

31 

5 
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1 (f) Knowingly employ unlicensed persons in the

21 practice of veterinary med1c1ne; or 

31 (g) Knowingly conceal 1nformat1on relative to

41 violations of this chapter. 

SI Section 6. Section 474.214, Florida Statutes, as 

6
1 

amended by chapter 84-543 and chapter 84-553, Laws of Florida, 

7 1s amended to read: 

Bl 474.214 D1sc1pl1nary proceedings.--

91 (1) The following acts shall constitute grounds for 

101 which the d1sc1pl1nary actions 1n subsection (2) may be taken: 

111 fa}--Vto±attng-eny-provtsteR-cf-s,-414,�13-er-s, 

121 455.221tlt. 

131 filfbt Attempting to procure a license to practice 

141 veterinary med1c1ne by bribery, by fraudulent 

15 misrepresentations, or through an error of the department or 

16 the board. 

17 (b)f�+ Having a license to practice veterinary 

181 medicine revoked, suspended, or otherwise acted against, 

191 including the denial of l1censure, by the licensing authority 

201 of another state, territory, or country. 

211 hlfd} Being convicted or found guilty, regardless of 

221 adJud1cation, of a crime 1n any Jur1sd1ct1on which directly 

231 relates to the practice of veterinary med1c1ne or the ability 

241 to practice veterinary med1c1ne. 

251 (d)fe+ Making or filing a report or record which the 

261 licensee knows to be false, 1ntent1onally or negligently 

271 failing to file a report or record required by state or 

281 federal law, willfully 1mped1ng or obstructing such f1l1ng, or 

291 inducing another person to impede or obstruct such f1l1ng. 

301 Such reports or records shall include only those which are 

311 signed in the capacity of a licensed veterinarian. 

6 
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11 .i_tlfft Advert1s1ng goods or services in a manner which 

21 is fraudulent, false, deceptive, or misleading 1n form or 

3 content. 

4 illfgt A violation or repeated v1olat1on of this 

5 chapter, chapter 455, or any rules promulgated pursuant 

6 thereto. 

7 i9lfh+ Pract1c1ng with a revoked, suspended, or 

81 inactive license.

9 ill+�+ Being unable to practice veterinary med1c1ne 

101 with reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of 

111 illness, drunkenness, use of drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or 

121 any other material or substance or as a result of any mental 

131 or physical cond1t1on. A licensee affected under this 

141 paragraph shall have the opportunity, at reasonable intervals, 

15
1 

to demonstrate that he can resume the competent practice of 

16 veterinary medicine with reasonable skill and safety to 

171 patients. 

181 filfjt Violation of a lawful order of the board or 

191 department previously entered 1n a disciplinary hearing or 

201 failure to comply with a lawfully issued subpoena of the board 

211 or department. 

221 filfkt Judicially determined mental incompetency. 

231 However, a license suspended for this cause may be reinstated 

241 upon legal restoration of the competency of the individual 

251 whose license was so suspended. 

26 (k)fi} Knowingly maintaining a professional connection 

271 or assoc1at1on with any person who is in violation of the 

281 provisions of this chapter or the rules of the board. 

291 However, if the licensee ver1f1es that the person is actively 

301 partic1pat1ng 1n a board-approved program for the treatment of

31 
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1
1 

a physical or mental cond1t1on, he is required only to report 

2 such person to the department. 

31 illfm+ Paying or receiving kickbacks, rebates, 

41 bonuses, or other remuneration for rece1v1ng a patient or 

51 client or for referring a patient or client to another

6 provider of veterinary services or goods. 

71 {m)+�+ Performing or prescribing unnecessary or 

8
1 

unauthorized treatment. 

9 {n)fo+ Fraud 1n the collect1on of fees from consumers 

10
1 

or any person, agency, or organ1zat1on paying fees to 

11 pract1t1oners. 

121 (o)fpt Attempting to restrict competition in the field

131 of veterinary med1c1ne other than for the protection of the 

141 public. However, this provision shall not apply to testimony 

151 made 1n good faith at a hearing or other proceeding in which 

16
1 

the subject is the revocation of a license or a lesser 

17 penalty. 

181 itlfqt Fraud, deceit, negligence, incompetency, or 

191 misconduct, in the practice of veterinary medicine. 

20 

21 

l._glfrt Conviction on a charge of cruelty to animals. 

(r)fst Permitting or allowing another to use a

221 veterinarian's license for the purpose of treating or offering 

231 to treat sick, inJured, or afflicted animals. 

24 l..§.lftt Maintaining a professional or business 

251 connection with any other person who continues to violate any 

261 of the provisions of this chapter or rules of the board after 

271 10 days' notice in writing by the board. 

281 filttlt Willfully making any misrepresentations in 

291 connection with the 1nspect1on of food for human consumption. 

30 (u)fvt Fraudulently issuing or using any false health 

311 certificate, vaccination certificate, test chart, or other 

8 
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11 blank form used in the practice of veterinary medicine 

21 relating to the presence or absence of animal disease or 

31 transporting animals or issuing any false certificate relating 

41 to the sale of inedible products of animal origin for human 

5 I consurnpt ion. 

61 J.tlfwt Fraud or dishonesty in applying, treating, or 

7 reporting on tuberculin, diagnostic, or other biological 

8 tests. 

9 (w)fx} Failing to keep the equipment and premises of 

101 the business establishment in a clean and sanitary condition 

11I or having a premises permit suspended or revoked pursuant to 

121 s. 474.215. 

131 hl+r+ Refusing to permit the department to inspect 

141 the business premises of the licensee dur1ng regular business 

151 hours. 

16 iYl+�} Using the privilege of ordering, prescribing, 

171 or making available medic1nal drugs or drugs as defined in 

181 chapter 465, or controlled substances as defined 1n chapter 

191 893, for use other than for the specific treatment of an1mal 

201 patients. 

211 J_tlf8a+ Providing, prescribing, ordering, or making 

221 available for human use medicinal drugs or drugs as defined in 

231 chapter 465, controlled substances as defined 1n chapter 893, 

241 or any material, chemical, or substance used exclusively for 

25
1 

animal treatment. 

26 (aa)fbbt Failing to report to the department any 

271 person the licensee knows to be in violation of this chapter 

281 or of the rules of the department or board,-hewever,-a-repert 

291 shall-not-be-reqtttred-tf-the-persen-±n-vtelatteft-±S 

301 �arttetpattn�-aettvely-±ft-a-pre�ram-appreved-by-rtile-ef-the 

311 de�artmeftt-or-board-fer-the-treatmeMt-ef-a-pflysteal-er-mental 

9 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

eondttion-whteh-renders-the-�ersefl-tlnabie-to-preettee 

vete�inary-medtetne-wtth-reasenabie-sktii-end-safety. 

(2) When the board finds any veterinarian guilty of 

any of the acts gretlnds set forth 1n subsection (1), 1t may 

enter an order imposing one or more of the following 

penalties: 

{a) Denial of an appl1cat1on for l1censure. 

(b) Revocation or suspension of a license. 

(c) Impos1t1on of an administrative fine not to exceed 

$1,000 for each count or separate offense. 

(d) Issuance of a reprimand. 

(e} Placement of the veterinarian on probation for a 

131 period of time and subject to such conditions as the board may 

141 specify, including requiring the veter1nar1an to attend 

151 cont1nu1ng education courses or to work under the superv1s1on 

161 of another veterinarian. 

17 

18 

{f) Restricting the authorized scope of practice. 

(3) The department shall reissue the license of a 

191 disciplined veterinarian upon certification by the board that 

201 the disciplined veterinarian has complied with all of the 

211 terms and conditions set forth in the final order. 

22 (4) Attempting to obtain or obtaining a license to 

231 practice veterinary medicine by fraudulent misrepresentation 

241 constitutes a felony of the thi�d degree, punishable as 

251 provided ins. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

26 I ( 5) Whenever 1 t is reported to the departrne_n_l and 

271 there is reason to believe that a veterinarian may be impaired 

28
1 

as a result of the misuse and abuse of alcohol or medicinal 

29 drugs, or both, which could affect that individual's ability 

301 _1:._o practice his profession, the reporting of such impairment 

311 shall not_G.__on_s_t1tute a complaint w1th1n the meaning of s_! 

10 
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11 455.225 so long as the probable cause panel of the board 

21 determines that:

3 (a) The veterinarian has acknowledged that he has an

41 impairment problem due to the misuse and abuse of alcohol, 

51 drugs, or both; 

6 (b) The veterinarian has voluntarily enrolle_Q_ 1n a

71 tre�tment program approved by the board; 

SI (c) The veterinarian has voluntarily withdrawn frQm

91 practice or limited the scope of his practice as determined by 

10[ i_h_e panel 1n each case, until such time as the panel 1s 

111 satisfied that he has successfully completed an approved 

121 treatment program; and 

13 (d) The v1olat1on of chapter 474 committed by the 

141 veterinarian �hile 1mpa1red was due to or connected w1�h his 

151 impairment. 

161 (6) A finding of probable cause shall no_!:;_ be made so 

171 long as the panel 1s sat1sf1ed that the 1mpa1red vet�r1narian 

181 is progressing sat1sfactor1ly 1n a board-approved program. 

191 The _ftpproved program provider shall, at the request of the 

201 probable cause panel, disclose to the panel all 1nforrnat1on 1n 

211 its possession regarding the 1mpa1red veter1nar1an 1n 

221 treatment. All 1nforrnat1on obtained by the panel pursuant_ to 

231 th1_�,$ection !S exempt from disclosure under s. 119.07, and 

241 shall be held confidential subject to the provisions of 

251 subsect1g!}_j_2_). 

26 w If, 1n the opinion of the probable cause panel 

271 aft�r__c_onsultat1on with the provider, the impaired 

281 veterinjl_rian enrolled in an approved treat:nent program doe_s 

291 �Qt progress satisfactorily, the panel may treat the 

301 information as a complaint which may be the basis for a 

31] finding of probable cause, or, if an 1mmed1ate and s�rious

11 
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11 danger to the public exists, such con�l_tJsion shQ.11 be 

21 �_pJWTlU1l.!_Cated to the secretary of the department. 

3 (8) If, in the opinion of the probable cause panel 

41 after consuU_ation with the provider, the panel is satisfied 

5] thAt_ the impaired veterinarian has successfully compl�ted an

61 approved treatment program and can safely return to the 

71 practice of veterinary medicine, the licensee shall be 

Bl permitted to resume the full practice of veterinary medi�ine. 

9 (9) A privilege against c1v1l liability 1s hereby

101 granted to any person who provides information tQ the 

111 Qepartment, the board, or the probable cause panel wi�h 

121 respect to any impaired veterinarian, unless that person actgg 

131 in bad faith or with malice. 

14 Section 7. Section 474.2145, Florida Statutes, is 

151 created to read: 

16 474.2145 Treatment programs for impaired 

171 professionals; advisory committee; consultants.--

181 1) The board shall appoint a licensee wh_Q�hall serve 

191 gn the Impaired Professionals Advisory Committee establi�hed 

201 under s. 458.3315, 

21 2) The department may retain one or more impaired 

221 professional consultants as recommended and approved by the 

231 board. Such a consultant shall act as a liaison between the 

24 board and treatment programs approved pursuant to chapter 474 

251 whj_�h programs provide services to veter1ngrian licensees. 

26 (3) The 1nformat1on and knowledge of such a consultaDt 

27[ �_h_ich involves an 1mpa1red veterinarian who may be in 

281 violation of this chapter or of the rules of the board or 

291 department shall not constitute a complaint as described 1� s. 

301 455.225, so long as the licensee 1s progressing sat1sfactor1ly 

311 in an approved program. An approved program provider shall, 

12 
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11 upon request, disclose t:. _o such a consultant all informat 1011 1n 

21 its possession regarding an impaired veterinarian in 

31 treatment. All information obtained by a consultant pursuant 

41 to thq;_ section is exempt from disclosure under s. 119._Q7 and 

51 shall be held confidential subject to the provisiqns of 

61 subsection (4). 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

ill If, in the opinion of such a CQ_flsultant a,_f�r 

�pnsultation with the provider, an impaired v�t�r1nar1an who 

is enrolled in an approved treatment program has not 

progressed satisfactorily, then the consult:_ant shall _disclose 

to the department all information in his possession regarding 

such veterinarian; and such disclosure sha+1�onst1tut___g_� 

complaint pursuant to the general prov1s1ons of�� 455.225. 

Whenever the consultant concludes that impairment a,_ffects the 

practice of a licensee, constituting an immediate, serious_ 

danger to the public health, safety, or welfare, such 

con�lusion shall be communicated to the secretary o_i______t_he 

department. A consultant, licensee, or approved program 

provider who makes a disclosure pursuant _tQ this SJ:!_G.t ion or s � 

474.214(5) shall not be subject to civil liab1l1ty for such 

disclosure or its conseguen��� 

Section 8. Section 474.215, Florida Statutes, 1s 

amended to read: 

474.215 Premises permits.--

(1) Any establishment, permanent or mobile, where a 

licensed veterinarian practices must have a premises permit or 

mobile clinic permit issued by the department. Upon 

application and payment of a $25 fee, the department shall 

291 cause such establishment to be inspected. A premises permit 

301 or mobile clinic permit shall be issued 1f the establishment 

311 meets minimum standards, to be adopted by rule of the board, 

13 
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11 as to sanitary conditions and physical plant. The bgar�hall 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

adopt separate sets of minimum standards for p�rmanent and 

mobil� e�t�bl1shments. In lieu of the above procedure, the 

department may issue a premises permit or mobile clinic per_m_�t 

to any establishment premises which 1s accredited by a 

recognized organization whose standards meet or exceed board 

minimum standards, as established by rule. 

(2) Each application for a premises permit or mob�le

cl
,._ini�permtl shall set forth the name of the licensed 

veterinarian who will be responsible for the management of the 

es___t_q_blishment premise�. 

(3) The premises permit or mobile clinic permit may be

revoked, suspended, or denied when inspection reveals that the 

estab_l_i?hm�nt does �remises-de not meet the standards set by 

rule or when the license of the responsible veterinarian has 

been suspended or revoked. 

(4) Any owner, operator, or responsible veterinarian

o( any establishment operating without a premises permit or 

mqb1le clinic permit in violation of -this section or any rule 

adopted by the board shall have 30 days_�f�r noti_fi�tion of 

vigJation by the department within which to apply for t�� 

appropriate permit and pay a late fee established by the 

board. The board may, after notice and hearing, impose a 

penalty against any such owner, operator, or responsible 

veterinarian who fails to apply for the necessary permit and 

pay the late fee within the prescribed 30-day period ef-a�y 

premtses-eperatin9-wtthetlt-a-premtses-permtt-tn-vtelatten-ef 

thi�-seetie"-er-any-rtlle-premtl±9ated-by-the-beard. No penalty 

so imposed shall exceed $1,000 for each count or separate 

offense. 

14 

CODING: Words �trte�e� are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



l (5) Any practitioner who provides veterinary service

21 on a house-call basis and who does not ma1nta1n a veterinary

31 establishment for receipt of patients shall not be required to

41 obtain a premises permit or mobile clinic permit, but must

5 provide for m1n1mum equipment and fac1l1t1es as established by 

6 rule. 

7 Section 9. Section 474.216, Florida Statutes, 1s 

81 amended to read:

9 474.216 L1cense
L 

and premises permit� �nQ mobile 

101 clinic permit to be d1splayed.--Each person to whom a license
L 

111 or premises permit, or mobile cl1n1c permit 1s issued shall 

121 keep such document 1�ee�se conspicuously displayed 1n his 

131 office, place of business, or place of employment and shall, 

141 whenever required, exhibit said document iteefl3e to any member 

151 or authorized representative of the board. 

16 Section 10. Section 474.217, Florida Statutes, is 

17 amended to read: 

18 474.217 Licensure by endorsement Reetproetty.--

191 (1) The department shall issue a license by 

201 endorsement to any applicant who, upon applying to the 

211 department and remitting a fee set by the board, demonstrates 

22
1 

to the board that he: 

23 (a)l. Holds a valid license to practice veterinary

24
1 

medicine in another state of the United States, the District 

25 of Columbia, or a territory of the United States, provided, 

261 that when the applicant secured such license, that the 

271 requirements for licensure in the issuing state are 

281 �ubstantially similar to, equivalent to, or more stringent 

291 than the requirements of this chapter; or 

3□ 1 2. Meets the qualification� of s. 474.207 and has 

311 sµccessfully completed a state, regional, or national 

15 
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11 examination which is substantially equivalent to or more 

21 stringent than the examination given by the department; and 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(b) Has passed an examination on the laws and ru_lgs of

this stat_e_ governing veterinary medical practice; and 

!..fl Has passed the board's clinical competency 

examination or a clinical competency examination that i� 

�uJ;?§tantially similar to, equivalent to, or more stringent 

than the board's examination. 

(2) The department shall not issue a license by

endorseme�t to any applicant who is under investigation in 

another �tate, territory, or _lhe District of Columbia for an 

act which would constitute a violation of this chapter, until 

t_h_�_Jnvestiqat1on is complete and disciplinary proceedings 

have been terminated, at which time the provisions of s. 

474.207 shall apply. fR-erder-to-eflsttre-tflat-veterinartafls 

±±eensed-tn-thts-state-may-be-eonstdered-for-lteeflstlre-tn 

other-�tates,-tfle-board-may-eflter-tnto-reei�ro�tty-a9reemeflt3 

with-other-�tateso 

Section 11. Section 474.2065, Florida Statutes, is 

201 created to read: 

21 474,2062_ Fees. The board, by rule, shall e�tablish 

221 fees for_ application and examination, reexamination, license 

231 rene:refal, inactive status, renewal of inactive status, license 

241 reactivat1_9_n, late application for permits, periodic 

25/ inspection of veterinary establishments, and recordmak1ng and 

261 _recordkeeping. The fee for the initial appl1c_ation and 

271 examination shall not exceed $500. The f�e for r���_tivation 

28
1 

of an inactive license and the fee for renewal of an inactive 

29 license shall not exceed $50. The fee for licensure by 

301 enQ9�$�ment shall not exceed $250. The fee for temporary 

31 l1censure shall not exceed $200. The board shall establish 

16 
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l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

fees which are adequate to ensure its continued operation and 

to fund the proportionate expenses incurred by the department 

which are allQcated to the regulation of veter1Il§._r1ans. 

shall be based on departmental estimate$ of the revenue 

required to adm1n1ster this chapter and the prov1s1ons 

Fee� 

61 relating to the regulation of veter1nar1ans. 

71 Section 12. Section 474.219, Florida Statutes, 1s 

Bl hereby repealed. 

91 Section 13. Notwithstanding the provisions of the 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Regulatory Sunset Act or of any other provision of law sh1ch 

provides for review and repeal 1n accordance with s. 11.61, 

Florida Statutes, and except as otherwise spec1f1cally 

provided herein, Chapter 474, Florida Statutes, shall not 

stand repealed on October 1, 1985, and shall continue in full 

force and effect as amended herein. 

Section 14. This act shall take effect October 1, 

1985. 

17 

CODING: Words striekefl are deletions; words underlined are add1t1ons. 



STORAGE NAME: 85Sum-PCB20 

Date: April 1, 1985 

Revised: April 4, 1985 

Final: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE ON REGULATORY REFORM 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

BILL# PCB 20 SPONSOR Committee on Regulatory Reform 

EFFECTIVE DATE 10-1-85 IDENTICAL/SIMILAR BILLS �S�B-----=-9=1 __ _ 

RELATING TO Veterinary Medical Practice 

OTHER COMMITTEES OF REFERENCE ______________ _ 

I. SUMMARY:

Chapter 474, Florida Statutes, relates to the
regulation of the practice of veterinary medicine.
Provisions are included for examination and licensure
of veterinarians. Premises permits show that the
establishment meets certain sanitary conditions
according to the rules adopted by the Board of
Veterinary Medicine. Other sections deal with
prohibitions and penalties, maintenance of medical
records of patients by the veterinarian, and the
reporting to the department of criminal violations of
the act.

Proposed Committee Bill 20 would reenact Chapter 474,
Florida Statutes. The first enactment of the laws
regarding the practice of veterinary medicine was in
1925, at which time it became unlawful for any person
to practice veterinary medicine and surgery, except
castration and dehorning of cattle, an exemption which
remains in the statutes today. The purpose of this
practice act is to protect the public health, safety
and welfare from incompetent and unlicensed

-1-

I '1 



practitioners. Aside from the service offered to 
owners of domesticated pets and animals, the practice 
of veterinary medicine enhances the quality of food 
products available to the citizens of our state by 
preventing and controlling disease. 

1. Section 474.202 - This section dealing with
definitions includes a definition of mobile
veterinary establishment/mobile clinic that
insures these units contain the same treatment
facilities as those of a permanent nature. The
definition for immediate supervision requires the
veterinarian to be on the same premises as the
supervised employee.

2. Section 474.203 - Exemptions under this section do
not apply to persons administering to the ills of
their own animals, but only a licensed
veterinarian may immunize or treat for diseases
which are communicable to humans.

3. Section 474,204 - Subparagraphs referring to
appointment of board members that no longer apply
have been deleted.

4. Section 474.207 - Several changes are offered in
this section dealing with licensure by
examination, which include an increased cap on the
examination fee not to exceed $500, prohibition of
reexamination by a graduate of an unapproved
college of veterinary medicine after three
attempts until he obtains a certificate from the
Educational Commission for Foreign Veterinary
Graduates and presents it to the board. A recent
graduate of an approved college would be permitted
to practice under immediate supervision of a
licensed veterinarian while awaiting the results
of examination. If that person fails any part of
the examination, he reverts to the status of any
other unlicensed veterinary employee until he
passes the examination and is eligible for
licensure.

5. Section 474.213 - An addition to the language in
this section would clarify that persons practicing
in Florida must hold licenses pursuant to the
chapter.

6. Section 474.214 - This section of the
deals with disciplinary proceedings.
language for an impaired practitioner
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chapter 
Specific 
includes 



provisions for reporting such person to the 
department. When such a report is sent to the 
department and there is reason to believe that a 
veterinarian may be impaired because of the misuse 
of drugs or alcohol or both, such reporting shall 
not constitute a complaint if the veterinarian 
acknowledges that: (a) he has an impairment 
problem, (b) he has voluntarily enrolled in a 
treatment program approved by the board, or, (c) 
withdrawn from practice or limited the scope of 
practice until such time as successful completion 
of an approved treatment program is determined by 
the panel. If the impaired practitioner's 
progress is not satisfactory as determined by the 
panel, then the information may be treated as a 
complaint, and the proper investigatory procedures 
initiated. A privilege against civil liability is 
granted to certain persons who report impaired 
veterinarians to the department, board, or panel. 

7. Section 474.2145 - A new section is created which
relates to treatment programs for impaired
professionals. Confidentiality of information is
maintained, unless the impaired veterianrian is
not progressing satisfactorily, at which point the
disclosing of information shall constitute a
complaint.

8. Section 474.215 - This section dealing with
premises permits is amended to include a mobile
clinic permit. The board is authorized to adopt 
minimum standards for permanent and mobile 
establishments. 

9. Section 474.216 - The displaying of premises
permits is expanded to include mobile clinics.

10. Section 474.217 - The provision related to
reciprocity is deleted, and provisions related to
licensure by endorsement are added. Licensure by
endorsement of appli cants who hold valid out-of­
state veterinary licenses would include
requirements that licensure in the licensing state
be substantially equivalent to or more stringent
than those existing in Florida at the time. Such
applicants must also pass an examination on the
laws and rules of Florida governing veterinary
medical practice.

11. Section 474.2065 - The section dealing with fees
includes a cap of $500, for the initial
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application. Other fees would include 
reactivation of an inactiv e licens e not to exceed 
$50; and licensure by endorsement not to exceed 
$250. 

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT:

A. Public:

It is anticipated by the department that there
will be an increased cost of $30 per applicant for
the national and clinical competency portions of
the licensing examination. The present cost of
such examination is $245. It can be assumed that
the cost of regulation 1s passed on to those
persons who use veterinary services.

B. Government:

The cost of administration of Chapte r 474, Florida
Statutes, was $247,178 for the f i scal year 1983-
84. The Professional Regulation Trust Fund is the

depository for fees paid by applicants and
practitioners.

The department has been unable to estimate the 
cost of implementing and administering the 
impaired veterinarian provisions of this bill. 
However, a similar program for nurse 
practitioners has been administered with minimal 
costs. 

III. COMMENTS:

None.

IV. AMENDMENTS:

None.

v. 

VI. 

PREPARED BY Marcia Robinson

STAFF DIRECTOR �K�e�n'-----'S�a=r�v�i�s'----�
it
f-'-'

!�'-----

MR:njd 
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RELATING TO Veterinary Medical Practice 

I. SUMMARY:

Chapter 474, Florida Statutes, relates to the
regulation of the practice of veterinary medicine.
Provisions are included for examination and licensure
of veterinarians. Premises permits show that the
establishment meets certain sanitary conditions
according to the rules adopted by the Board of
Veterinary Medicine. Other sections deal with
prohibitions and penalties, maintenance of medical
records of patients by the veterinarian, and the
reporting to the department of criminal violations of
the act.

CS/SB 91 reenacts Chapter 474, Florida Statutes. The
first enactment of the laws regarding the practice of
veterinary medicine was in 1925, at which time it
became unlawful for any person to practice veterinary
medicine and surgery, except castration and dehorning
of cattle, an exemption which remains in the statutes
today. The purpose of this practice act is to protect
the public health, safety and welfare from incompetent
and unlicensed practitioners. Aside from the service
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offered to owners of domesticated pets and animals, 
the practice of veterinary medicine enhances the 
quality of food products available to the citizens of 
our state by preventing and controlling disease. 

1. Section 474.202 - This section dealing with
definitions includes a definition of mobile
veterinary establisnment/mobile clinic that
insures these units contain the same treatment
facilities as those of a permanent nature. The
definition for immediate supervision requires the
veterinarian to be on the same premises as the
supervised employee.

2. Section 474.203 - Exemptions under this section do
not apply to persons administering to the ills of
their own animals, but only a licensed
veterinarian may immunize or treat for diseases
which are communicable to humans. Out of state
veterinarians practicing temporarily in the state
are not exempt under this sect1on.

3. Section 474.207 - Several changes are offered in
this section dealing with licensure by
examination, which include an examination fee to
be set by the board, prohibition of reexamination
by a graduate of an unapproved college of
veterinary medicine after three attempts until he
obtains a certificate from the Educational
Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates and
presents it to the board. A recent graduate of an
approved college would be permitted to practice
under immediate supervision of a licensed
veterinarian while awaiting the results of
examination. If that person fails any part of the
examination, he reverts to the status of any other
unlicensed veterinary employee until he passes the
examination and is eligible for licensure.

4. Section 474.213 - An addition to the language in
this section would clarify that persons practicing
in Florida must hold licenses pursuant to the
chapter.

5. Section 474.214 - This section of the chapter
deals with disciplinary proceedings. Specific
language for an impaired practitioner includes
provisions for reporting such person to the
department. When such a report is sent to the
department and there is reason to believe that a
veterinarian may be impaired because of the misuse
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of drugs or alcohol or both, such reporting shall 
not constitute a complaint if the veterinarian 
acknowledges that: (a) he has an impairment 
problem, (b) he has voluntarily enrolled in a 
treatment program approved by the board, or, (c) 
withdrawn from practice or limited the scope of 
practice until such time as successful completion 
of an approved treatment program is determined by 
the panel. If the impaired practitioner's 
progress is not satisfactory as deter�ined by the 
panel, then the information may be treated as a 
complaint, and the proper investigatory procedures 
initiated. A privilege against civil liability 1s 
granted to certain persons who report impaired 
veterinarians to the department, board, or panel. 
Upon probable cause, the department has �he 
authority to compel a mental or physical 
examination of the licensee. 

6. Section 474.215 - This section dealing with
premises permits is amended to include a mobile
clinic permit. The board is authorized to adopt 
minimum standards for permanent and mobile 
establishments. 

7. Section 474.216 - The displaying of premises
permits is expanded to include mobile clinics.

8. Section 474.217 - The provision related to
reciprocity is deleted, and provisions related to
licensure by endorsement are added. Licensure by
endorsement of applicants who hold valid out-of­
state veterinary licenses includes requirements
that licensure in the licensing state be
substantially equivalent to or more stringent than
those existing in Florida at the time. Such
applicants must also pass an examination on the
laws and rules of Florida governing veterinary
medical practice.

9. Section 474.219 - This section deals with saving
clauses.

10. Section 474.2065 - The section dealing with fees
includes a cap of $500, for the initial
application. Other fees include reactivation of
an inactive license not to exceed $50; licensure
by endorsement not to exceed $250; and temporary
licensure not to exceed $200.
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11. Section 474.2125 - Temporary licensure is provided
in this section to include those veterinarians
licensed in other states for the purpose of
providing veterinary med1cal serv1ce for a
specific animal owner in this state. Such license
expires in 90 days.

12. Sect1on 474.2141 - A new section is created which
relates to treatment programs for impaired
professionals. Confidentiality of information is
maintained, unless the impaired veterianrian is
not progressing satisfactorily, at which point the
disclosing of information shall constitute a
complaint.

13. Section 474.2145 - This section deals with the
ability of the department to issue subpoenas duces
tecum, requiring the name and address of some or
all of the clients of a licensed veterinarian
against whom a complaint has been filed if such
information is deemed necessary by the secretary
of the department.

14. Section 474.2185 - Upon accepting licensure or
making and filing a renewal for same, a
veterinarian in this state is deemed to have given
his consent to render a handwriting sample or to
waive the confidentiality and authorize
preparation and release of medical reports
pertaining to the mental or physical condition of
the licensee, if this information is relevant to
an investigation as determined by the secretary of
the department.

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT:

A. Publi_c:::

It is anticipated by the department that there
will be an increased cost of $30 per applicant for
the national and clinical competency portions of
the licensing examination. The present cost of
such examination is $245. It can be assumed that
the cost of regulation is passed on to those
persons who use veterinary services.

B. Government,

The cost of administration of Chapter 474, Florida
Statutes, was $247,178 for the fiscal year 1983-
84. The Professional Regulation Trust Fund is the
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depository for fees paid by applicants and 
practitioners. 

The department has been unable to estimate the 
cost of implementing and administering the 
impaired veterinarian provisions of this bill. 
However, a similar program for nurse 
practitioners has been administered with m1n1mal 
costs. 
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III. COMMENTS:

IV. 

v. 

VI. 

MR:njd 

None.

AMENDMENTS:

None.

PREPARED BY Marcia Robinson x:!_J,,-J

STAFF DIRECTOR Ken Sarvis , ·2
j ; 
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HOUSE BILL 1205 

VETERINARY MEDICAL PRACTICE 

CHAPTER 474, FLORIDA STATUTES, PROVIDES FOR EXAMINATION 

AND LICENSURE OF THOSE PERSONS DESIRING TO PRACTICE VETERINARY 

MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA, 

PROVISIONS WITHIN THE CHAPTER DEFINE SPECIFIC LANGUAGE AND 

TERMS, PROVIDE FOR EXEMPTIONS FROM THESE SECTIONS, CREATE A 

GOVERNING BOARD, ESTABLISH FEES, PROVIDE FOR DISCIPLINARY 

PROCEEDINGS, AND RECIPROCITY OF LICENSEES, 

HOUSE BILL 1205 REENACTS CHAPTER 474, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO CONTINUE 

THIS REGULATION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE PUBLIC, AND ADDS NEW 

LANGUAGE IN THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS: 

S, 474,202 - DEFINITIONS - ADDS uMOBILE VETERINARY 

t:STABLISHMENT
u 

AND uIMMEDIATE SUPERVISIONu , 

S, 474,203 - EXEMPTIONS - PRACTICE DOES NOT INCLUDE 

SPAYING OR DEHORNING OF HERD ANIMALS, ONLY A LICENSED 

VETERINARIAN MAY TREAT FOR DISEASES COMMUNICABLE TO HUMANS, 

S, 474,207 - LICENSURE BY EXAMINATION - PROVIDES THAT PERSON 

FROM UNAPPROVED SCHOOL WHO FAILS EXAMINATION THREE TIMES 

MUST HAVE CERTIFICATE FROM EDUCATION COMMISSION (U,S, 

OFFICE OF EDUCATION), 

S, 474,2125 - FEES - PERMITS DEPARTMENT TO INCREASE CAP 

FOR LICENSURE TO $500, 



S, 474,214 - DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS - LANGUAGE IS ADDED 

TO PROVIDE FOR TREATMENT PROGRAMS FOR IMPAIRED PRACTITIONERS 

AND THE CONTINUING OF A RELATIONSHIP WITH PERSON PARTICIPATING 

IN APPROVED PROGRAM, 

S, 474,2145 - TREATMENT PROGRAMS - PROVIDES LANGUAGE TO 

PERMIT RETAINING CONSULTANT TO ACT AS LIAISON BETWEEN 

BOARD AND TREATMENT PROGRAMS, 

S, 474,217 - RECIPROCITY - CHANGES TO ENDORSEMENT LANGUAGE 

AND PROVIDES FOR LICENSURE IF COMPARABLE OR MORE STRINGENT 

THAN REQUIREMENTS FOR FLORIDA, 
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I. 

Affairs Committee 

SUMMARY: 

A. Present S1tuat1on:

The Regulatory Sunset Act repeals chapter 474, Florida
Statutes, relating to veterinary medical practice on October 1,
1985, unless the Legislature reestablishes 1t 1n the public
interest.

Chapter 474, Florida Statutes, provides for the exarn1nat1on and
l1censure of public accountants 1n Florida. The chapter states
the purpose of the low (s. 474.201, F.S.), provides def1n1t1ons
(s. 474.202, F.S.) and exemptions (s. 474.203, F.S.), 
establishes a Board of Veterinary Med1c1ne (s. 474.204, F.S.),
establishes the locale of board headquarters (s. 474.205,
F.S.), and grants the board rulemaking author1ty (s. 474.206,
F.S.). The chapter also provides for l1censure ay exam1nat1on
(s. 474.207, F.S.), license renewal (s. 474,211, F.S.), and
inactive status (s. 474.212, F.S.); establishes proh1bit1ons
and penalties ts. 474.213, F.S.), grants the board disciplinary
powers (s. 474.214, F.S.), requires premises permits (s.
474.215, F.S.), and requires persons to display their licenses
or premises permits at their places of b�s1ness {s. 474,216,
F.S.). Finally, the chapter requires licensees to maintain
medical records (s. -17-1,2165, F.S.), provides for licensure by
rec1proc1ty (s. 474.217, F.S.), requires the department to
report criminal violation� of the act to prosecuting
iJuthorit1es {s. 474.218, F.S.), and provides saving clauses (s.
474.219, F.S.).

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The provisions of chapter 474, Florida Statutes, are revived
and readopted with the following sections amended as described:

Section 474.202, Florida Statutes, is amended to include 
the performance of embryo transfer procedures 1n the 
definition of practice of veterinary medicine. 

Section 474.203, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to provide 
that out-of-state veter1nar1ans practicing temporarily .n 
Florida are not exempt from the prov1s1ons of the act. 

Section 474.204
1 

Florida Statutes, 1s ame:-ided to delete 
certain transitiona. provisions re:ating to appointment of 
board members. 

Section 474.207, Florida Stat�tes, 1s amended to allow only 
successful examinees to continue practicing under the 
supervision of a licensed veterinarian until the next board 
meeting. 

Section 474.213, Florida Statutes, is amended to clarify 
that persons pract1c1ng veterinary medicine 1n Florida must 
hold licenses pursuant to the chapter. 

I 1 o;;
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Section 474.214, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to delete 
redundant language and adopt the following procedure for 
dealing with impaired pract1t1oners. Licensees are 
required to report anyone known by them to be 1n v1olat1on 
of the chapter or board rules. The reporting of an 
1mpa1red pract1t1oner 1s not to be treated as a complaint 
as long as the board's probable cause panel makes certain 
determ1nat1ons concerning the 1rnpa1red veter1nar1an's 
progress 1n an approved treatment program and the nature of 
the v1olat1on. If the panel finds the 1mpa1red 
veterinarian's progress unsatisfactory, 1t may treat the 
information as a complaint. Upon successful complet1on of 
a treatment program, a license previously relinquished 
shall be returned to the veterinarian. A privilege against 
civil liability 1s granted to certain persons who report 
impaired veter1nar1ans to the department, board, or panel. 

Section 474.215, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to: require 
mobile veterinary cl1n1cs to have mobile cl1n1c permits, 
direct the board to adopt minimum standards concerning 
sanitary conditions and physical plant for mobile cl1n1cs, 
and provide a 30-day grace period w1th1n which persons 
operating veterinary establishments without the necessary 
permits may apply for such permits upon payment of a late 
fee. 

Section 474.216, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to require 
mobile clinic permits to be displayed. 

Section 474.217, Florida Statutes, is amended to provide 
for licensure by endorsement of applicants who hold valid 
out-of-state veterinary lice�ses if the requirements for 
l1censure 1n the licensing state were substantially 
equivalent to or more stringent than those ex1st1ng 1n 
Florida at the time. Such appl1ca�ts must also pass an 
examination on the laws and rules of Florida governing 
voluntary medical practice. 

Section 474.219, Florida Statutes, is amended to cnange the 
effective date of the saving clause. 

Section �74.2065, Florida Statutes, is created to direct 
the board to establish certain fees. Certain fee caps are 
established. 

Section 474.2125, Florida Statutes, 1s created to provide 
for temporary l1censure of out-of-state licensed 
veterinarians �ho wish to provide veterinary services for a 
specific animal owner in Florida. Such licenses are to be 
valid for 90 days. 

Section 13 of the bill provides for the automatic repeal of 
chapter 474, Florida Statutes, on October 1, 1995, and for 
the review of the cnapter pursuant to section 11,61, 
Florida Statutes. 

The effective date of October 1, 1985, is provided. 

II, ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE: 

A. Public:

The inclusion of the performance of embryo transfer procedures
in the definition of the practice of veterinary med1c1ne �111
result 1n such procedures being done solely by licensed
veterinarians. To the extent that licensed veterin�r1ans will
charge more or less for such services tnan non-licensed persons
do or would, the cost of such services will be affected.

The requirement that out-of-state licensed veter.nar1ans who
wish to practice temporarily 1n Florida apply for temporary
licensure will result in such persons having to incur the
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expense of applying for such l1censure and taking the Florida 
veterinary laws and rules exam1nat1on. 

The prov1s1on proh1b1t1ng unsuccessful examinees from 
continuing to practice under a licensed veter1nar1an's 
supervision may result 1n a loss or reduction of income for 
such persons. 

The impaired veter1nar1an prov1s1on will require 1mpa1red 
veter1nar1ans to incur the cost of part1c1pat1ng 1n approved 
treatment programs and will result 1n a loss or reduction of 
income for the period of time during which an 1mpa1red 
veterinarian withdraws from the practice and rel1nqu1shes his 
license. The approach contained 1n the bill will also be more 
expensive to administer than that presently used, and licensees 
will bear the additional cost through fees paid to the 
department. 

The mobile clinic permit requirement will result in operators 
of such cl1n1cs having to comply with standards adopted by the 
board for such permits and pay a $25 permit fee. 

The 1nclusion of a 30-day grace period for persons operating a 
veterinary establishment without the required premises or 
mobile cl1n1c permit will result in such persons having to pay 
a board established late fee. Such persons may, however, avoid 
the expense of responding to an administrative complaint 
resulting from such a violation. 

The provision establishing licensure by endorsement will permit 
certain out-of-state veterinarians to become licensed in 
Florida without having to incur the expense of applying for and 
passing the entire Florida l1censure examination. 

It 1s assumed that the cost of regulation 1s ultimately passed 
on to consumers of veterinary medical services in the form of 
higher fees for those services. Thus, any increase or decrease 
in the cost of complying with the provisions of the act will 
likely affect the cost of veterinary medical services. 

B. Government:

The Department of Professional Regulation (DPR) is unable to
estimate the cost of implementing and administering the
impaired veterinarian prov1s1on 1n the bill, although it states
that it has incurred minimal costs in administering a similar
impaired pharmacist program.

According to the DPR, the one-time $25 fee for premises and
mobile clinic permits provided for in the bill is not adequate
to cover the cost of both initial and subsequent inspections.
The DPR estimates that 1t incurs costs of $17.50 per
inspection. There are presently 1,057 premises permits, and
the DPR estimates that 54 new permLts are issued each year.
The DPR estimates that there are approximately 15-20 mobile
cl1n1cs in the state that �ould be required to apply for mobile
clinic permits under tne ter�s of the n1ll �he DPR provided
the follo�ing figures concern1rg the cost of .rspections.

1,057 
� 

$26,425 

Current Perm1ts 
One-time Permit Fee 

1,057 Initial Inspections 
xS17.50 Cost Per Inspection 
$18,497.50 

Balance Available for 2nd Inspection 
Cost of 2nd Inspection 

Def1c1t end of 3rd Year 

$ 26,425 

$(18,498) 

$ 7,927 
illJL. -I 9 8 I 

$(10,571) 
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According to the DPR, the present $250 fee cap for appl1cat1on 
and exam1nat1on will not be adequate to cover an ant1c1pated 
increase of $30 per candidate for the written national and 
cl1n1cal competency portions of the l1cens1ng exam1nat1on. The 
DPR states that unless the fee cap 1s increased and the board 
1s thereby permitted to pass increased examination costs on to 
applicants, the board will operate at a def1c1t 1n the exam 
area. 

l l l . COMMENTS: 

According to the DPR, a premises permit renewal fee of $20 per 
b1enn1um would provide revenue adequate to fund the department's 
re1nspect1on program. 

The Office of Exarn1nat1on Services of the DPR has proJected an 
increase 1n the cost of the written national and clinical 
competency portions of the exam of approximately $30 per candidate. 
The current examination fee cap is $250 and the current fee is 
$245. 

This bill was drafted in accordance with staff recommendations 
provided as a result of the sunset review of chapter 474, Florida 
Statutes, relating to regulation of veterinary medical practice. 

IV. AMENDMENTS:

None.
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A. Present S1tuat1on:

The Regulatory Sunset Act repeals chapter 474, Florida
Statutes, relating to veterinary medical practice on October 1,
1985, unless the Legislature reestablishes 1t 1n the public
interest.

Chapter 474, Florida Statutes, provides for the exam1nat1on and
l1censure of veter1nar1ans 1n Florida. The chapter states the
purpose of the law (s. 474.201, F.S.), provides def1n1t1ons (s.
474.202, F.S.) and exemptions (s. 474.203, F.S.), establishes a
Board of Veterinary Medicine (s. 474.204, F.S.), establishes
the locale of board headquarters (s. 474.205, F.S.), and grants
the board rulernak1ng authority (s. 474.206, F.S.). The chapter
also provides for licensure by examination (s. 474.207, F.S.),
license renewal {s. 474.211, F.S.), and inactive status (s.
474.212, F.S.); establishes proh1bit1ons and penalties {s.
474.213, F.S.), grants the board disciplinary powers ts.
474.214, F.S.), requires premises permits (s. 474.215, F.S.),
and requires persons to display their licenses or premises
permits at their places of business (s. 474.216, F.S.).
Finally, the chapter requires licensees to maintain medical
records (s. 474.2165, F.S.), provides for l1censure by
reciprocity (s. 474.217, F.S.), requires the department to
report criminal violations of the act to prosecuting
authorities (s. 474.218, F.S.), and provides saving clauses (s.
474.219, F.S. I.

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The provisions of chapter 474, Florida Statutes, are revived
and readopted with the following sections amended as described:

Section 474.202, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to include 
the performance of embryo transfer procedures 1n the 
definition of practice of veterinary medicine. 

Section 474.203, Florida Statutes, is amended to provide 
that out-of�state veterinar1ans practicing temporarily in 
Florida are not eAempt from the provisions of the act. 

Section 474.204, Florida Statutes, is amended to delete 
certa1n transitional provisions relating to appointment of 
board members. 

Section 474.207, F!orida Stat�tes, is amended to allo� only 
successful eAam1nees to continue practicing under the 
supervision of a licensed veter1nariun until the neAt board 
meeting. 

Section 474.213, Florida Statutes, is amended to clarify 
that persons pract1c1ng veterinary medicine 1n Florida must 
hold licenses pursuant to the chapter. 
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Section 474.214, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to delete 
redundant language and adopt the following procedure for 
dealing with 1mpa1red pract1t1oners. Licensees are 
required to report anyone known by tnem to be 1n v1olat1on 
of the chapter or board rules. The reporting of an 
impaired pract1t1oner 1s not to be treated as a complaint 
as long as the board's probable cause panel makes certain 
deterrn1nat1ons concerning the 1�pa1red veter1nar1an's 
progress in an approved treatment program and the nature of 
the v1olat1on. If the panel finds the 1mpa1red 
veterinarian's progress unsatisfactory, 1t may treat the 
1nformat1on as a complaint. Upon successful completion of 
a treatment program, a license previously rel1nqu1shed 
shall be returned to the veter1nar1an. A pr1v1lege against 
civil l1ab1l1ty 1s granted to certain persons who report 
1mpa1red veterinarians to the department, board, or panel. 

Section 474.215, Florida Statutes, is amended to: require 
mobile veterinary clinics to have mobile clinic permits, 
direct the board to adopt minimum standards concerning 
sanitary conditions and physical plant for mobile clinics, 
and provide a 30-day grace period within which persons 
operating veterinary establishments without the necessary 
permits may apply for such permits upon payment of a late 
fee. 

Section 474.216, Florida Statutes, is amended to require 
mobile clinic permits to be displayed. 

Section 474.217, Florida Statutes, is amended to provide 
for licensure by endorsement of applicants who hold valid 
out-of-state veterinary licenses if the requirements for 
l1censure in the l1cens1ng state were substantially 
equivalent to or more stringent than those existing in 
Florida at the time. Such applicants must also pass an 
examination on the laws and rules of Florida governing 
voluntary medical practice. 

Section 474.219, Florida Statutes, is amended to change the 
effective date of the saving clause. 

Section 474.2065, Florida Statutes,· is created to direct 
the board to establish certain fees. Certain fee caps are 
established. 

Section 474.2125, Florida Statutes, 1s created to provide 
for temporary licensure of out-of-state licensed 
veterinarians who wish to provide veterinary services for a 
specific animal owner in Florida. Such licenses are to be 
valid for 90 days. 

Section 13 of the bill provides for the automatic repeal of 
chapter 474, Florida Statutes, on October 1, 1995, and for 
the review of the chapter pursuant to section 11.61, 
Florida Statutes. 

The effective dilte of October 1, 1985, is provided. 

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:

Presently, applicants for l1censure must pay the follow1ng
examination fees: complete examination - $2➔5; written exam on 
the practice act and rules - $75; cl1n1cal competency test -
$55; and National Board written exam - $115. Current 
reexamination fees are: National Board written exam - $115; 
clinical competency exam - $55; and written exam on practice 
act and rules - $50. Licensees must pay the following fees: 
initial license - $90 for 2 years; license renewal - $90 
biennially; reactivation of inactive license - $50; and renewal 
of 1nact1ve license - $50. Section 11.61, Florida Statutes, 
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provides for the automatic repeal of chapter 474, Florida 
Statutes, on October 1, 1985. Therefore, applicants and 
licensees would no longer incur these costs after that date. 
However, this bill revives and readopts chapter 474, Florida 
Statutes, which will result 1n applicants and pract1t1oners 
cont1nu1ng to be subJect to these fees after October 1, 1985. 

The inclusion of the performance of embryo transfer procedures 
1n the def1n1t1on of the practice of veterinary med1c1ne will 
result 1n such procedures being done solely by licensed 
veter1nar1ans. To the eAtent that licensed veter1nar1ans will 
charge more or less for such services than non-licensed persons 
do or would, the cost of such services will be affected. 

The requirement that out-of-state licensed veterinarians who 
wish to practice temporarily in Florida apply for temporary 
licensure will result in such persons having to incur the 
expense of applying for such licensure and taking the Florida 
veterinary laws and rules examination. 

The provision prohibiting unsuccessful examinees from 
cont1nu1ng to practice under a licensed veterinarian's 
supervision may result 1n a loss or reduction of income for 
such persons. 

The impaired veterinarian provision will require impaired 
veterinarians to incur the cost of participating in approved 
treatment programs and will result in a loss or reduction of 
income for the period of time during which an impaired 
veterinarian withdraws from the practice and relinquishes his 
license. The approach contained in the bill will also be more 
expensive to administer than that presently used, and licensees 
will bear the additional cost through fees paid to the 
department. 

The mobile clinic permit requirement will result in operators 
of such clinics having to comply with standards adopted by the 
board for such permits and pay a $25 permit fee. 

The inclusion of a 30-day grace period for persons operating a 
veterinary establishment without the required premises or 
mobile clinic permit will result in such persons having to pay 
a board established late fee. Such persons may, however, avoid 
the expense of responding to an administrative complaint 
resulting from such a violation. 

The provision establishing licensure by endorsement will permit 
certain out-of-state veterinarians to become licensed in 
Florida without having to incur the expense of applying for and 
passing the entire Florida licensure examination. 

It is assumed that the cost of regulation is ultimately passed 
on to consumers of veterinary medical services in the form of 
higher fees for those services. Thus, any increase or decrease 
in the cost of complying with the prov1s1ons of the act will 
likely affect the cost of veterinary medical services. 

B. Government:

The cost of administering chapter 474, Florida Statutes, in FY
1983-84 was $247,178. Currently, the costs are paid for 
through the fees paid by applicants and practitioners and 
deposited in the Professional Regulation Trust Fund. Under 
current law, after October 1, 1985, these costs would no longer 
be incurred by state government. This bill reenacts chapter 
474, Florida Statutes, and would cause state administrative 
costs to continue after October 1, 1985. 

The Department of Professional Regulation (DPR) 1s unable to 
estimate the cost of implementing and administering the 
impaired veterinarian provision in the bill, although it states 
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that 1t has incurred m1n1mal costs 1n adrn1n1ster1ng a s1m1lar 
impaired pharmacist program. 

According to the DPR, the one-time $25 fee for premises and 
mobile cl1n1c permits provided for 1n the bill 1s not adequate 
to cover the cost of both 1n1t1al and subsequent 1nspect1ons. 
The DPR estimates that 1t incurs costs of $17.50 per 
1nspect1on. There are presently 1,057 premises permits, and 
the DPR estimates that 54 new permits are issued each year. 
The DPR estimates that there are approximately 15-20 mobile 
clinics 1n the state that would be required to apply for mobile 
clinic permits under the terms of the bill. The DPR provided 
the following figures concerning the cost of inspections. 

l, 0 57 
X $25 

$26,425 

C;,_irrent Permits 
One-time Permit Fee 

1,057 Initial Inspections 
x$17.50 Cost Per Inspection 
$18,497.50 

Balance Available for 2nd Inspection 
Cost of 2nd Inspection 

Deficit end of 3rd Year 

$ 26,425 

$(18,498) 

$ 7,927 
$(18,498) 

$(10,571) 

According to the DPR, the present $250 fee cap for application 
and examination will not be adequate to cover an anticipated 
increase of $30 per candidate for the written national and 
clinical competency portions of the licensing examination. The 
DPR states that unless the fee cap is increased and the board 
1s thereby permitted to pass increased examination costs on to 
applicants, the board will operate at a def1c1t 1n the exam 
area. 

I I I • COMMENTS : 

According to the DPR, a premises permit renewal fee of $20 per 
biennium would provide revenue adequate to fund the department's 
reinspection program. 

The Office of Examination Services of the DPR has proJected an 
increase in the cost of the �ritten national and clinical 
competency portions of the exam of approximately $30 per candidate. 
The current examination fee cap is $250 and the current fee is 
$245. 

This bill was drafted 1n accordance with staff recommendations 
provided as a result of the sunset review of chapter 474, Florida 
Statutes, relating to regulation of veterinary medical practice. 

IV. AMENDMENTS:

None.
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I. SUMMARY:

A. Present S1tuat1on:

The Regulatory Sunset Act repeals chapter 474, Florida
Statutes, relating to veterinary medical practice on October 1,
1985, unless the Legislature reestablishes 1t 1n the public
interest.

Chapter 474, Florida Statutes, prov1de3 for the exam1nat1on and
licensure of veterinarians 1n Flor�da. The chaoter states the
purpose of the law {s. 474.201, F.S.), pro\ides.de:"1n�tions (s.
474.202, F.S.) and exemptions {s. 474.203, F.S.J, establishes a
Board of Veterinary Medicine ls. 474.204, F.S.), establishes
tbe locale of board headquarters (s. 474,205, F.S.), and grants
tne board rulema�ing aJt�or1ty (s. �74.2G6, F.S. The :hapter
also provides for licens�re by �<am1nation ls. 474.287, F.S.),
license reneval (s. 474.211, F.S.), and inactive status (s.
474.212, F.S.); establ1shes prohibitions and penalties (s.
'174.213, F.S.), grants the boa:-1 d'.SClpl�nary powers (s
47'!.214, F.S.), require:� pre:-;nses per:n1ts (s. 47'1.21'3, F.S.),
and requires pers1Jns ta dlsplay their licenses or premises
perm1�s at the1r places 0f bus.ness Cs. 474.216, F.S.).
Finally, tne en.apter require3 11=ensees to maintain �edical
records ls. 474.2165, F.S.l, provides for l1censLre by
rec1proc1ty {s. 474.217, F.S. ), requires the department to
report cr1m1n.al viola�1o�s of the act to prosecut1ny
authorities (s. 474 2�8, F.S. l, a�d pro��des sav1n� :lauses (s.
474.219, F.S. I.

B. Effect of Proposed Chan�es:

The provisions of chapter 474, Florida Statut€S, are revived
and readopted with the following sections amended as described:

Section. 474.202, Florida Statutes, is ame:i.ded to provide 
def1n.1tions of "immediate supervis�on" and "mobile 
veterinary establishment." 

Section 474 203, Florida StatJtes, is amended to provide 
that out-of-s:ate veter1nar1aPs practicing temporarily 1n 
Florida are not exempt from the provisions of the act. The 
section is further amended to provide that only licensed 
veterinarians may irnwunize or trea� an animal for diseases 
which are communicable to huffians aGd �h1ch are of public 
health significance. 

Section 474.204, Flor.da Statutes, is amended to delete 
certain trans1t1onal provisions re:ating to appointment of 
board members. 

Section 474.207, Florida Statutes, is amended to provide 
that graduates of unaccredited colleges of veterinary 
medicine who have failed the l1cens1ng exam three times 
must obtain an Educational Commission for Foreign 
Veterinary Graduates (ECFVG) cert1f1cate before taking the 

/ <7-og 
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exam a fourth time. The section 1s further amended to 
allow only successful examinees to continue pract1c1ng 
under the superv1s1on of a licensed veter1nar1an until the 
next board meeting. 

Section 474.213, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to clarify 
that persons pract1c1ng veterinary med1c1ne 1n Florida must 
hold licenses pursuant to the chapter. 

Section 474.21�, Florida Statutes, �s amended to delete 
redundant language; authorize �he DPR to, upon probanle 
cause, compel licensees to submit to physical and mental 
exams 1n certain situations; provide that a licensee may 
continue to ma1nta1n a professional assoc1at1on with a 
licensee who is 1n v1olat1on of the law or board or DPR 
rules under certain circumstances; pr8vide that a licensee 
who �nows of someone who 1s in violation of the chapter or 
board or DPR rules need only report the violator to the 
DPR's consultant if the licensee verifies that the violator 
is seeking treatment for a mental or physical impairment; 
and provide that attempting to obtain or obtaining a 
license by fraudulent misrepresentat.on is a third degree 
felony. 

Section 474.215, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to: require 
mobile veterinary clinics to nave mobile cl1n1c permits, 
direct tne board to adopt TI.�1��� standards concerning 
sanitary conditions and pnys1cal plant for moo1le clinics, 
and provide a 30-day grace period wi:hin which persons 
operating veterinary establishments witnout the necessary 
permits may apply for such permits upon payment of a late 
:ee. 

Section 474.216, Florida Statu:es, 1s amended to req�ire 
mobile clinic permits to be displayed. 

Section 474.217, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to provide 
for lice�s�re by endorseme�t of appli:arts who hold valid 
out-of-state veterinary licenses 1f the req�1re�ents for 
l1censure in the licensing state are SJ�stantially 
equivalent to or more stringent thun those existing in 
Florida. Such applicants must also pass an e/4amination on 
the laws and rules of Florida governing veterinary med1cal 
practice and m�st pass or �a�e passed a clin1,:al canpetency 
exam substantially equivale�t to or rrore str.1yent tnan the 
board's exam. 

Section 474.219, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to change the 
effective date of t�e sa,:ng clause 

Section 474.2065, Flor.da Statutes, 1s created to direct 
the board to establish certain fees. Certain fee caps are 
established and the 1nit1al appl1cat10n and examination fee 
cap is increased from $250 to $500. 

Section 474.2125, flor1da Stat0tes, 1s :reated to provide 
for temporary licensure of out-of-state licensed 
veterinarians who w1sh to provide veterinary services for a 
specific animal owner in Fiorida. Such licenses are to be 
valid for 90 days. 

Section 474.2141, Florida Statutes, 1s created to prov1de 
that impaired veterinarians shall be treated 1n a manner 
similar to that presently provided for in the medical and 
nursing practice acts. The section provides for the use of 
impaired professional consultants and the confidentiality 
of certain 1nformat1on. 

Section 474.2145, Florida Statutes, is created to provide 
the DPR with authority to subpoena certain client records 
of a veterinarian when necessary and relevant to an 
investigation. 
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Section �74.2185, Florida Statutes, 1s created to authorize 
the DPR to require applicant or l_censee handwr1t1ng 
samples ard the release of the mea1cal reco�ds of an 
applicant or 11censee when necessary and relevant to an 
1nvest1gat1on. 

Section 13 of the 0111 provides for the automatLC repeal of 
chapter 474, Florida Statutes, on October 1, 1995, and for 
the review of the chapter pursuant to section 11.61, 
Florida Statutes. 

The effective date of October 1, 1985, 1s provided. 

ECONQMIC IM?ACT AND FISCAL NOTE: 

A. Public:

Presently, applicants for l1censure must pay the following
exam1nat1on fees: complete exam1nat10, - $2�5; written exam on 
the practice act and rules - $75; cl1n1cal compe:ency :est -
$55; and National Board written exam - $115 Current 
reexam1nat1on fees are: National Board written e<am - $115; 
cl1n1cal competency exam - $55; and writ:en eAam on practice 
act and rules - $50. Licensees must pay the following fees: 
initial license - $90 for 2 years; license renewal - $90 
b1enn1ally; react1vat1on of inactive license - $50; and renewal 
of inactive licen�e - $SJ. Section 11.61, Florida S:a:utes, 
provides �or the autcmat1c repeal of chapter �74, F�ar:da 
Statutes, on October 1, 1985, Therefore, appl1cants and 
licensees ¼OUld no long�r incur these costs after that date. 
However, this bill rev1�es and readopts chapter �7�, Florida 
Statutes, #h1ch w1l� re�_:t 1n ap�licants and pra=t1t1oners 
cont1nu1ng to be subje-::t to these fees after October 1, 1985. 

The prov1s1on. that only c1 ve:e:-.nar::..an may immunize or treat an 
an1mal for diseases wh1-::h are C')ITuT,,...n1cable to humans and which 
are of public health s1g111f1can�e will �esult 1n animal owners 
having to employ veter1nar1a�s to perform services the owners 
may themselves presen:ly perforn1. 

The requirement that out-of-state licensed veter1nar1ans �ho 
wish to practice temporurily in Florida apply for temporary 
l1censure will result in such persons having to 1nc 1Jr the 
expense of applying for such l1censure and ta�4�'J the �lor1da 
veterinary laws and rules examination. 

The requirement that graduates of unaccredited colleges of 
veterinary medicine who have failed the licens11g exam :hr�e 
times must obtain an ECFVG certificate before tak1ng tne exam a 
fourth time will result in such persons having to incur the 
expense of obtaining such a certificate if they want to take 
the exam a fourth time. 

The provision proh1b1t1ng unsuccessful examinees from 
continuing to practice under a licensed veter1nar1an's 
superv1s1on may resu!t 1n a loss or reduction of income for 
such persons. 

The prov1s1on authorizing tne DPR to, upon probably cause, 
compel a licensee to submit to a mental or physical exam will 
result 1n such l1ce�sees hav1ng to incur the cos: of s�ch 
exams. 

The mobile clinic permit requ:rement will re�Jlt in operators 
of such cl1n1cs having to compLy with standards adopted by the 
board for 5uch permits and pay a $25 permit fee. 

The 1nclus1on of a 30-day grace period for persons operating a 
veter1nart establishment w1thout the required premises or 
mobile cl1n1c permit will resuLt in such persons having to pay 
a board established late fee. Such persons may, however, avoid 



REVISED: June 10 198 5 BIL� NO. CS 1 S8 91 

DATE; April 4, 1985 Page 4 

the expense of responding to an adm1n1strative complaint 
resulting from such a violat10�. 

The provision establishing licensure by endorsement will permit 
certain out-of-state ve�erinarians to become licensed 1n 
Florida �•thout nav1ng to incur the expe�se o! applying for and 
passing tne e�t1re F�or1da licensu�e eAamination. 

The impaired veter�narian prov1s1on will require impaired 
veterinarians to incur the cost of participating 1n approved 
treatment programs. The approach contained 1n the bill will 
also be more expensive to administer than that presently used, 
and licensees will bear the additional cost through fees paid 
to the department. 

It 1s assumed that the cost of regulation 1s ultima�ely passed 
on to consumers of veterinary medical services 1n the form of 
higher fees for those services. Thus, any increase or decrease 
in the cost of complying with the prov.s1ons of the act will 
likely affect the cost of veterinary medical services. 

B. Government:

The cost of administering cnapter �74, Florida Statutes, 1n FY
1983-84 was $247,178. Currently, the costs are paid for 
through the fees paid by applicants and practitioners and 
deposited 1n :ne ?rofess1onal Regulation TrLst ?und. Under 
current law, after Octooer 1, 1985, these costs would no longer 
be incurred by state government. This bill reenacts chapter 
474, Flor1da Statutes, Jnd would cause state adm1n1strat1ve 
costs to continue after October 1, 1985. 

The Department of Professional Regulation lDPR) LS unable to 
estimate the cost of implementing and adm1n1ster1ng the 
impaired ve�erinar1an provision 1n the bill, altho�gh 1t states 
that the cost of adm1�1stering the impaired nurses program, 
after whicn the impaired veterinarian program has been �odeled, 
was $15,749 for the period of July 1, 1984 through Febru�ry 14, 
1985. This figure represents OPS payments for the 1mpaired 
nurses consultant and prograr1 e�penses. Accord1�g to tne DPR, 
the cost of the program has nee� paid from the nur�1ng account 
1n the Professional Re0ula�ior1 Trust Fund. The DPR states that 
as of January 15, 1985, 68 n�rses Nere part1c1pat1ng 1n the 
program. The D?R, howc,er, e<y�:ts �nat tnere w:ll be fe�er 
participants 1n the 1mpa1red veter1n�r�an program oecause tnere 
are fewer licensed veter1nar1ans than licensed nur�es 1n the 
state. If the consultant 1s paid on an hourly bas1s, a lower 
rate of partic1pat1on will likely result in the impaired 
veterinarians program being le�s eApens1�e than tne ,urs1ng 
program has been. 

According to the DPR, the one-time $25 fee for pre�ises and 
mobile cl1n1c permits provided for 1n the bill 1s not adequate 
to cover the cost of both 1n1t1al and subsequent 1nspect1ons. 
The DPR est�mate3 that 1t incurs costs of $17.50 per 
inspe�t1on. Tnere are presently 1,057 premises permits, and 
the DPR estimates that 54 new permits are issued each year. 
The DPR estimates that there are approximately 15-20 mobile 
clinics 1n the �tate that would be required to apply for mobile 
cl1n1c permits under the terms of the bill. The DPR pro• 1 1ded 
the foilo�ing fig�res co�cerning the cost of 1nspect1ons. 
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1,057 

Lill 
$26,425 

Current Permits 
One-time Permit Fee 

1,057 In1t1al Inspections 
x$17.50 Cost Per Inspection 
$18,-197.50 

Balance Available for 2nd Inspection 
Cost of 2nd Inspection 

Def1c1t end of 3rd Year 

$ 26,-L25 

$118,498) 

$ 7,927 
_,_l_l§_, 498) 

$(10,571) 

According to the DPR, the present $250 fee cap for appl1cat1on 
and exarn1nat1on will not be adequate to cover an ant1c1pated 
increase of $30 per candidate for the written national and 
cl1n1cal competency portions of the l1cens1ng examination. The 
bill increases the fee cap to $500 which will authorize the 
board to increase the exaM1nat1on fee as necessary. 

COMMENTS: 

According to the �PR, a pre�1ses perm1: rene�a� fee of $20 per 
b1enn1um would prov-de revenue adequate tc fund the department's 
re1nspect1on progrdm. 

The Office of Exa�1nat1or Se:v1ces �f the DPR �as proJe�ted an 
increase 1n the cost of tne written national and cl1n1cal 
competency portions of the exam of approximately $30 per candidate. 
The current exam1nat1on fee cap 1s $250 and the c�rrent fee 1s 
$2"15. 

This bill was passed by the legislature and ordered enrolled on May 
30, 1985. 

IV. tJ-iEt:JDM§N_T_�:

None.
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