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FLORIDA LEGISLATURE—REGULAR SESSION—1987
HISTORY OF SENATE BILLS

S 775 (CONTINUED)

135

S 770 {CONTINUED)

06/03/87 SENATE Placed on Cunsent Calendar -3J 628,1den /Sim House Bull
subsututed SJ 663, Laid on Table under Rule, Iden /Sim /
Compare Bill passed. refer to CS/HB 798 (Ch 87-201)
-SJ 664

S 771 GENERAL BILL by Meek and others (Identical H 588, Compare

ENG/H 1409, CS/S 1289)

(THIS BILL COMBINED IN
CS/S1289,771,84) authorizes exemptions to persons convicted of certamn felonies
from disquaiification from certain employment as state emplovee, caretaker,
mental health emgleoyee, alcohol treatment resource employee, drugabuse treat-
ment resource employee, or certain child care facilities, provides that a pardon
shall not have effect of removing disqualification under certain circumstances
Amends F S Effective Date 10/01/87
04/08/87 SENATE Filed
04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Health and Rehabihitative Services,
Personnel, Retirement and Collective Bargaining -SJ 83
Extension of time granted Comm:ttee Health and Rehabul-
itative Services
Extension of time granted Committee Health and Rehabil-
1tative Services
On Committee agenda—Health and Rehabilitative Ser-
vices, 05/19/87, 2 00 pm, Room-A, Extension oftime grant-
ed Committee Health and Rehabihitative Services
CS combines this bull and 1289 & 84, Comm Report CS by
Health and Rehabilitative Senvices -SJ 388
Oniginal bill laid on Table under Rule, refer to combined
CS/ SB 1289 (Laid on Table), refer to HB 1403 (Ch
87-238) -SJ 392

04/20/87 SENATE

05/01/87 SENATE

05/14/87 SENATE

05/19/87 SENATE

05/25/87 SENATE

S 772 GENERAL BILL by Lehtinen (Identical H 1080, Similar

CS/ENG/H 945, CS/S 833)

RICO Liens/State Attorpeys, authorizes counties & municipalities to pay assis-
tant state attorney's salary in specified circumstances, authorizes Statewide
Prosecution Office or state attorney to apply for RICO Len, provides that, once
RICO lien 18 filed, 1t constitutes notice of unlawful activity for purposes of subse-
quent proceedings, includes Statewide Prosecution Office as “investigative agen-
cy” for purpose of civil investigative subpoenas Amends 27 34, 895 05, 06 Effec-
tive Date 10/01/87
04/08/87 SENATE
04/15/87 SENATE

Filed

Introduced, referred to Judiciary-Criminal, Judicta-
ry-Civil, Appropriations -SJ 83

Extension of time granted Committee Judic:ary-Criminal
Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary-C rimnal
Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary-Criminal
Died in Committee on Judicrary-Criminal, 1den /Sim /
Compare bill passed, refer to CS/HB 945 (Ch 87-139)

04/17/87
05/15/81
05/29/87
06/06/87

SENATE
SENATE
SENATE
SENATE

S 773 GENERAL BILL by Lehtinen (Similar CS/H 433)

Fiearms/Use Whije Intoxicated, prohihits use of firearm while intoxicated or 1m-
paired, provides penalties, provides tests to determine intoxication or impair-
ment, provides for right to refuse, authorizes use of blood tests in cases of death
or sertous bodily injury; provides for certain presumptions of impairment, etc
Creates 790 151, 153, 155,157 Effective Date 10/01/87

04/08/87 SENATE Filed

04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Judictary—Criminal ~-SJ 84
04/17/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary-Criminal
05/15/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary-Criminal
05/29/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Commtttee Judiciary-Criminal
06/06/87 SENATE Died in Committee on Judiciary-Criminal

S 774 GENERAL BILL/CS by Econom:c, Community and Consumer

Affairs; Grizzle (Identical CS/H 114)

provides that municipality or county may require a bond for
contractor or electrical contractor Amends 489 131, 537 Effective Date Upon
becomsing law

04/08/87 SENATE Filed

04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Economic, Community and Con-
sumer Affairs -SJ 84

04/29/87 SENATE Extenaon of time granted Committee Economtic. Commu-
nity and Consumer Affarrs

05/07/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Commuittee Economic, Commu-
nity and Consumer Affairs

05/14/87 SENATE On Committee agenda—Ecenomic, Commumty and Con-
sumer Affairs, 05/18/87, 200 pm, Room-H

05/18/87 SENATE Comm Report CS bv Economic, Community and Con-
sumer Affairs, placed on Calendar -SJ 366

05/21/87 SENATE CS read first time ~SJ 367

06/03/87 SENATE Placed on Consent Calendar -SJ 628, Iden /Sim House Ball

substituted, Laid on Table under Rule, Iden /Sim /
Compare Bill passed, refer to CS/HB 114 (Ch 87-152)
-SJ 661

8§ 775 GENERAL BILL by Maichon (Identical H 632)

redefines term “certified indigent patient”, re-
vises language re county's financial responsibilaity for each of s resident certified
indigent patients; repeals provision re admismon of indigent patients Amands

{PAGE NUMBERS REFLECT DAILY SENATE AND HOUSE JOURNALS
AND NOT FINAL BOUND JOURNALS)

154 304. 306, repeals 154 316 Effective Date 10/01,87

04/08/87 SENATE Filed

04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Health and Rehabulitative Services,
Economic, Community and Consumer Affairs; Appropna-
tions -SJ 84

Extension of time granted Committee Heaith and Rehabil-
itative Services

Extension of time granted Committee Health and Rehabil-
itative Services

Extension of time granted Committee Health and Rehabal-
itative Services

Extension of time granted Commtttee Health and Rehabal-
itative Services

Died 1n Committee on Health and Rehabilitative Services

04/20/87 SENATE

05/01/87 SENATE
05/14/87 SENATE
05/29/87 SENATE

06/06/87 SENATE

S 776 GENERAL BILL by Jenne

Accessories After Fact/Relatives, provides that specified relatives of a principal
or accessory before fact of crime have affirmative defense to charge of maintain-
ing or assisting such principal or accessory. Amends 777 03 Effective Date
10/01/87

04/08/87 SENATE Filed

04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Judiciary-Criminal -SJ 84

04/17/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary—-Criminal

05/07/87 SENATE On Committee agenda—Judiciary-Criminal, 05/11/87,
9 00 am, Room-C

05/11/87 SENATE Comm Report Favorable by Judiciary-Criminal, placed
on Calendar -SJ 272

05/28/87 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 452, Passed,
YEAS 37 NAYS 0 -SJ 485

05/29/87 HOUSE In Messages

06/06/87 HOUSE Died in Messages

S 777 GENERAL BILL/CS/ENG by Appropriations; Deratany (Similar

S 778 , GENERAL BILL/CS/ENG by Natural

ENG/H 1250, Compare H 107, H 3598, CS/H 462, H 544,
CS/CS/ENG/H761,H 794, H870,H 976, H979, H980,H 1101, H 1105,
CS/ENG/H 1508, CS/ENG/S 143, S 262, ENG/S 355, S 473, S 669,
S 677, S 863, S 919, S 1004, S 1023, S 1101)

Sales Taz Levy & Exemptivns/Services, provides for tax on sale & use of services,
provides exemptions, provides real property lease or rental exemption, reenacts
provisions re medical exemptions, removes deduction allowed flyable aircraft
manufacturers, provides for deposit of certain funds in Local Govt. Infrastrue-
ture T F, provides penalties for certain tax crimes, provides for freezing certain
assets,directs D O R to establish sales tax hot-line, etc Amends F S Appropria-
tion: $2,100.000 Effective Date 07/01/87 except as otherwise provided.
04/07/87 SENATE Filed, Introduced, referred to Finance, Taxation and
Claims, Appropriations -SJ 59; On Committee agenda—
Finance, Taxation and Claims, 04/09/87, 9 00 am, Room-A
Comm Report Favorable with 2 amendment(s) by Fi-
nance, Taxation and Ciaims -SJ 68

Now in Appropriations -SJ 68, On Commattee agenda—
Appropriations, 04/13/86, 2 00 pm, Room-A

Comm Report CS by Appropriations, placed on Calendar
-SJ 80

CS read firat time -SJ 122 & -SJ 86, Placed on Special Os-
der Calendar -SJ 79, Amendments failed, Amendments
adopted -SJ 89 -SJ 111, CS passed as amended, YEAS 28
NAYS 12 -8J 111, Immediately certified -SJ 111

In Measages, Received, placed on Calendar -BJ 140, Taken
up m lieu of HB 1250 ~HJ 170, Read second time, Amend-
ments adopted. Read third time, CS passed as amended,
YEAS 84 NAYS 35 -HJ 171, Immediately certified
-HJ 171

In Messages, Refused to concur, requests House re-
cede/appoint Conference Comm., Conference Committee
appointed Sen Deratany, Scott, Jennings, Crawford, Bar-
ron, Gordon & Brown, Alt Kiser, Wesnstock & Margols
S8J 121 & -SJ 131

In Messages, Refused to recede -HJ 172, Conference Com-
mittee appointed. Rep. Gardner, Bell, Carpentar, Burke,
Silver, Renke & Drage, Alt Ogden, Langton & Holland
-HJ 172

In Messages

Conference Commuttee Report received -SJ 159, Confer-
ence Committee Report adopted, Passed as amended by
Conference Committee Report. YEAS 24 NAYS 14 -Su 192
In Messages, Conference Committee Report received
-HJ 232, Conference Committee Report adopted, Passed
as amended by Conference Committee Report, YEAS 83
NAYS 31 -HJ 265, Immediately certified -HJ 265
Ordered engrossed, then enrolled -SJ 193, Signed by Offi-
cers and presented to Governor -SJ 193, Approved by Gov-
ernor, Chapter No B7-6, amended by CS/HB 1506 (Ch
87-101) & CS/SB 143 (Ch 87-72) -SJ 217

SENATE
SENATE

04/09/87
04/10/87
04/13/87 SENATE
04/15/87 SENATE

04/16/87 HOUSE

04/16/87 SENATE

04/16/87 HOUSE

04/16,87
04/23/87

SENATE
SENATE

04/23/87 HOUSE

04/23/87

\

Resacurces and
servation; Kirkpatrick {Similar CS/H 14565)

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE}
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FLORIDA LEGISLATURE—REGULAR SESSION— 1987

HISTORY OF SENATE BILLS

§ 778 (CONTINUED)

establishes sad program, prescribes powers of

DN R re certain land acquusttion, authorizes TIITF Board to accept title to

abandoned railroad rights—of-way. as specified, provides for appointment of

Florida Recreational Trails Council, provides for duties of D O T & for coordina-

tion between that dept & DN R, etc Amends 260 012, 013, 015, 016, 376 251;

crestes 260 0141,0161 Effective Date 07/10/87

04/08/87 SENATE Filed

04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Natural Resources and Conserva-
tion, Transportation, Appropriations -SJ 84

04/17/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Natural Resources
and Conservation

04/27/87 SENATE On Committee agenda—Natural Resources and Conserva-
tion, 04/29/87, 900 am, Room-H

04/29/87 SENATE Comm Report.CS by Natural Resources and Conservation
-SJ 255

05/01/87 SENATE CS read first time -SJ 259; Now in Transportation -SJ 255

05/05/87 SENATE On Committee agenda—Transportation, 05/07/87, 2 00
pm, Room-C

05/07/87 SENATE Comm. Report Favorable with 2 amendment(s) by Trans-
portation -SJ 271

05/08/87 SENATE Now in Appropriations -SJ 271

05/21/87 SENATE Extension of tune granted Committee Appropriations

06/02/87 SENATE Withdrawn from Appropriations -SJ 613; Placed on Calen-
dar

06/05/87 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 787 & -SJ 848, CS

passed as amended, YEAS 34 NAYS 0 -SJ 853

In Messages, Received, placed on Calendar -HJ 1398; Read

second time, Read third time, CS passed, YEAS 111

NAYS 1 -HJ 1398

06/05/87 HOUSE

06/05/87 Ordered enrolled -SJ 1130
06/25/87 Signed by Officers and presented to Governor
07/10/87 Approved by Governor, Chapter No 87-328

S 779 GENERAL BILL by Grizzle and others (Identical H 1168,

Compare CS/S 563)

Geophvsical Testing Activities, provides exemption from D ER permit require-

ments for such activities when conducted under permit 1ssued by D N R Creates

403 267 Effective Date. Upon becoming law.

04/08/87 SENATE Filed

04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Natura) Resources and Conserva-
tion -SJ 84

04/17/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Natural Resources
and Conservation

04/20/87 SENATE On Committee agenda—Natura) Resourcea and Conserva-
tion, 04/22/87, 2 00 pm, Room-H

04/22/87 SENATE Comm. Report Favorable by Natural Resources and Con-
servation, placed on Calendar -SJ 141

06/06/87 SENATE Died on Calendar

S 780 GENERAL BILL by Johnson

Its provides that results of blood alcohol tests may
be established through certain records & reports without necessity of in—court
testimony, specifies discovery & subpoena nghts of defendants Amends
316 1932 Effective Date Upon becoming law
04/08/87 SENATE Filed
04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Judiciary-Criminal, Judicia-

ry-Civil ~SJ 84
04/17/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary-Criminal
05/15/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary-Criminal
05/29/87 SENATE Extension of tume granted Committee Judiciary-Criminal
06/06/87 SENATE Died i1n Committee on Judiciary—Criminal

S 781 GENERAL BILL by Hair (Identical H 785, Compare CS/H 262)

requires clerks of courts to furnish without charge certi-
fied coptes of court records of aliens convicted of felonies, to appropriate federal
immigration officers upon official request Creates 943 0535 Effective Date
10/01/87
04/08/87 SENATE Filed
04/15/87 SENATE Introduced. referred to Judiciarv-Civil -SJ 84
04/22/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Judiciary-Civil
05/01/87 SENATE Extenmon of time granted Committee Judiciary-Civil
05/15/87 SENATE Extension ot time granted Committee Judiciary-Civil
05/22/87 SENATE On Comm:ttee agenda—Judiciary-Civil, 95/26/87, 9 00
am, Room-B
05/26/87 SENATE Comm Report. Favorable by Judiciary-Civil, placed on
Calendar -SJ 417
#6/03/87 SENATE Placed on Consent Calendar -SJ 628, Passed, YEAS 32
NAYS 0 -SJ 661
06/03/87 HOUSE In Messages
06/06/87 HOUSE Died in Messages

S 782 GENERAL BILL by Kirkpatrick and others (Similar H 799,

Compare ENG/H 886, CS/ENG/S 727)

Superconducting Super Collider requires Commerce Dept 1o develop siting ap-
plication, authorizes certain intergovernmental agreements, authorizes transfer
of certain land title, provides tor Federal Gavernment responmibility for public
safety.requires D E R, Community Affairs Dept & DO T to develop legislative

(PAGE NUMBERS REFLECT DAILY SENATE AND HOUSE JOURNALS
AND NOT FINAL BOUND JOURNALS!

8 782 (CONTINUED)

proposals Appropriation $1,600,000 Effective Date Upon becoming law

04/08/87 SENATE Filed

04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Commerce, Natura) Resources and
Connervation, Appropriations -SJ 84

04/29/87 SENATE Extenson of time granted Committee Commerce

05/13/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Commerce

05/29/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Commerce

06/06/87 SENATE Died in Committee on Commerce, Iden /Sum /Compare bill
passed, refer to HB 686 (Ch 87-3)

S 783 GENERAL BILL/CS by Education; Johnson (Similar

CS/ENG/H 1237, Compare H 175, H 4560, CS/ENG/S 115, CS/S 276,
CS/ENG/S 798, S 1294)
revises definition of “dropout”, requires each

school district to implement plan for providing student services, expands guid-
ance services & provides duties of counselors, requires provisions for assisting
studenta to echieve required grade point average, provides for award of certificate
of completion when grade point requirementa are not met, etc Amends 228 041,
230 2313, 232 245, 246, 301, creates 232 2463. Effective Date Upon becoming law
except sec 7 shall take effect 05/01/89
04/08/87 SENATE Filed
04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Education, Appropriations -SJ 84
04/17/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Education
04/27/87 SENATE On Committee agenda—Education, 04/29/87, 9 00 am,

Reom-A
04/29/87 SENATE Comm Report. CS by Education -SJ 254
05/01/87 SENATE CS read first tume -SJ 259, Now tn Appropnations -SJ 255
05/06/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Appropriations
05/21/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Approprations
06/06/87 SENATE Died 1n Committee on Appropriations, Iden /Sim./

Compare bill passed, refer to CS/SB 799 (Ch 87-329)

S 784 GENERAL BILL by Grizzle (ldentical H 764)

Surface Waters/Drainage Ditches, provides exemption from provisions which re-

quire permit for dredging or filling in surface waters for mamtenance of man-

made drainage ditches by county or municipality under certain conditions

Amends 403 913 Effective Date Upon becoming law

04/08/87 SENATE Filed

04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Natural Resources and Conserva-
tion -SJ 84

04/17/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Natural Resources
and Conservation

05/81/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Natural Resources
and Conservation

05/15/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Natural Resources
and Conservation

05/29/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Natural Resources
and Conservation

06/06/87 SENATE Died in Committee on Natural Rasources and Conserva.
tion

S 785 GENERAL BILL by Grizzle (Similar CS/H 774, Compare

ENG/S 330)

Phvilis P. Marahall Center. directs Board of Regents to name special events cen-

ter a1 University of South Florida the “Phyllis P Marshall Center”, provides for

erection of suitable identification Effective Date Upon becommg law

04/88/87 SENATE Filed

04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Education -SJ 84

04/17/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Education

05/01/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Commisttee Education

05/15/87 SENATE Extension ef time granted Committee Education

05/29/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Education

06/06/87 SENATE Died 1n Committee on Education, Iden /Sim /Compare bill
passed. refer to SB 330 (Ch 87-415)

S 786 GENERAL BILL by Grizzle (Identical H 883)

nal \ amends provision re Florida Education Finance
Program, revises provisions re funding for certain exceptional students, provides
for implementation for 1985-1989 school vear & years thereafter Amends
236 81 Effective Date 07/01/86
04/08/87 SENATE Filed
04/15/87 SENATE Introduced, referred to Education, Appropriations -SJ 84
04'17/87 SENATE Extension of ume granted Committee Education
05/01/87 SENATE Extension of time granted Committee Education
05/08/87 SENATE On Commsttee agenda—Education, 05/12/87, 200 pm,

Ruom-A

05/12/87 SENATE Comm Report Favorable by Education -SJ 293
05/13/87 SENATE Now in Appropriations ~SJ 293
05/21/87 SENATE Extension of time¢ granted Committee Appropriations
06/06/87 SENATE Died in Committee en Appropriations

§ 787 GENERAL BILL/CS/ENG by Health and Rehabilitative

Services, Grizzle (Similar CS/H 913)

Home Health Agencies/Regisiration deletes homemaker services from definition
of “home health service”, provides exemptions provides for registration of sitter
services, companion services or hamemaker services with H RS |, provides fee &
penalties, provides tor imjunctive proceedings & napectivns etc Amends

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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FLORIDA LEGISLATURE—REGULAR SESSION-—1987

HISTORY OF HOUSE BILLS

H 1464 (CONTINUED)

05/28/87 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Appropriations, 05/28/87, 3.30
pm. 21 HOB, Preliminary Committee Action by Appropri-
ations Favorable, a5 a Committee Substitute, to Calendar

06/02/87 HOUSE Comm Report. CS by Appropriations, placed on Calender
-HJ 1066, CS read first time -HJ 1065
Died on Calendar

ff:/&? HOUSE
18; Wallace and others (Similar CS/ENG/S 778)

provides legislative intent Lo provide for acquisi-

tion of abandoned raitroad righta—of-way for use as recreational trails, provides

for said program, provides for authontyof D N R toacquireland under Fla Rec-

reational Traia Act, provides for powers of TIITF for purposes of program, pro-

vides for responsibilities of DO T re abandoned & to-be-abandoned railroad

nghts—of -way, etc Amends Ch 260, 375 251 Effective Date 07/01/87

05/12/87 HOUSE Filed

05/13/87 HOUSE Introduced, referred to Appropriations ~HJ 442

05/19/87 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Appropriations, 05/21/87, 3 30

pm, 21 HOB

Preliminary Committee Action by Appropriations Favor-

able, as a Committee Substitute, to Calendar

05/25/87 HOUSE Comm Report CS by Appropriations, placed on Calendar
~-HJ 633, CS read first time -HJ 635

05/28/87 HOUSE Placed on Special Order Cslendar

05/29/87 HOUSE Read second time, Read third timme, CS passed, YEAS 100
NAYS 1 -HJ 782

05/29/87 SENATE In Messages

06/01/87 SENATE Received, referred to Natural Resources and Consen ation,
Transportation, Appropriations -SJ 539

06/06/87 SENATE Died in Committee on Natural Resources and Conserva-
tion, Iden /Sim /Compare bill passed. refer to CS/SB 778
(Ch 87-328)

14566 GENERAL BILL/ENG by Natural Resourcea; Martin

(Compare CS/CS/S 572)

Eminent Domain/Qrder of Taking. authorizes D O T to acquire certain property

through eminent domain when reasonably necessary for securing applicable enwvi-

ronmental permits, provides for interagency agreements, etc Amends 337 27 Ef-

fective Date 07/01/87

05/12/87 HOUSE Filed

05/13/87 HOUSE Introduced, referred to Appropriations -HJ 442

05/27/87 HOUSE Withdrawn from Appropriations ~-HJ 646, Placed on Cal-
endar

05/28/87 HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar

05/29/87 HOUSE Read second time, Amendments adopted, Read third tizne,
Passed as amended, YEAS 99 NAYS 2 -HJ 791

06/01/87 SENATE In Messages

06/02/87 SENATE Received, referred to Transportation, Judiciary-Civil
-SJ 576

06/04/87 SENATE Withdrawn from Transportation, Judiciary—Civil, Subst:-
tuted for CS/CS/SB 572, Passed, YEAS 29 NAYS 0~SJ 780

H 1455 )GENERAL BILL/CS by Appropriationa, Natural Reaources;

05/21/87 HOUSE

06/04/87 Ordered enrolled
06/16/87 Signed by Officers and presented to Governor
06/30/87 Approved by Governor, Chapter No 87-242

1457 GENERAL BILL/ENG by Natural Reaocurces; Martin

(Identacal CS/S 15)

Eners> Conservation Standards Act, creates Floride Energy Conservation Stand-

ards Act, provides powers of Community Affairs Dept , specifies products cov-

ered by act, provides for energy conuervation standards & requires comphance

therewith, provides for test methods, exemptions & revision of standards, re-

quires manufacturers to submit certification statements provides for enforce-

ment & penalties, requires reports to Goy & Legislature by PSC Creates

553 951- 975 Effective Date (01/01/88

05/12/87 HOUSE Filed

05/13/87 HOUSE Introduced, referred 10 Appropriations -HJ 442

05/19/87 HOUSE Withdrawn from Appropriations ~-HJ 480, Piaced on Cal-
endar

05/28/87 HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar

05/29/87 HOUSE Read second time, Amendment adopted, Read third time,
Passed as amended, YEAS 107 NAYS 5 -HJ 782

06/01/87 SENATE In Messages

06/02/87 SENATE Received, referred to Commerce. Economic, Community
and Consumer Affairs, Appropriations -SJ 576

06/05/87 SENATE Withdrawn from Commerce, Economic, Community and
Consumer Affairs, Appropriations, Substituted for CS/SB
15. Passed, YEAS 15 NAYS 1 -SJ 856

06/05/87 Ordered enrolled
0623/87 Signed bv Officers and presented to Governor
07/04/87 Approved by Governor, Chapter No 87-271

14568 GENERAL BILL/CS/ENG by Appropriations: Insurance,
Ogden, Stmon (Compare H 1146, S 874)

provides for additivnal members & re-
appontment of Board of Governora of Jomnt Underwniting Assoc, provides for
premium stabilization piarn re medical malpractice, requires certain physicians
& osteopaths to obtain mimmum level of coverage, prosides for assessments

(PAGE NUMBERS REFLECT DAILY SENATE AND HOUSE JOURNALS
AND NOT FINAL BOUND JOURNALS)

H 1458 (CONTINUED)

against insurers, prohibits nuurers from selling certain malpractice coverage to

physicians, etc Amends 627 351, creates 768 606 Effective Bate Upon becoming

law

05/12/87 HOUSE Filed

05/13/87 HOUSE Introduced, referred to Appropriations -HJ 442

05/28/87 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Appropriations, 05/28/87, 3 30

pm, 21 HOB, Pretiminary Committee Action by Appropn-

ations Favorable, as a Committee Substitute, to Calendar

Comm Report. CS by Appropriations, placed on Calendar

-HJ 853, CS read first time -HJ 853

Placed on Special Order Calendar, Read sacond tine

-HJ 893, Amendments adopted, Read third time, CS

passed as amended, YEAS 73 NAYS 39 -HJ 896

06/02/87 SENATE In Messages

06/03/87 SENATE Received, referred to Health and Rehabilitative Services,
Commerce, Appropriations ~-SJ 639

06/06/87 SENATE Died in Committee on Health and Rehabilitative Services

14569 RESOLUTION by Morse

\Y 3 expresses aympathy for those persons
suffering tmprisonment for their belefs in bringing freedom to their nation &
manking & recognizes sacrifices & accomplishments of Armando Valladares &
Elov Gutierrez Meney o 11 achieving these ends
05/12/87 HOUSE Filed, Introduced, referred te Judiciary ~HJ 417
06/06/87 HOUSE Died 1n Committee on Judiciary

1460 RESOLUTION by Deutsch

05/29/87 HOUSE
06/01/87 HOUSE

recognizes & commends Rabb: Men-
achem Mendel Schneerson & the Lubavitch Movement for their efforts to foster
& promote historical ethical values & principles throughout the world
05/12/87 HOUSE Filed
05/13/87 HOUSE Introduced, referred to Ethics & Elections -HJ 442
05/27/87 HOUSE  Withdrawn from Ethics & Elections -HJ 666, Placed on
Calendar, Read second time, Adopted —~HJ 678

1461 RESOLUTION by Patchett (Identical S 1341)

Florida Teacher of the Year 1988, commends Margaret Ingram, a highty akilled

language arts teacher at Beachland Elementary School, Indian River County &

her distinguished colleagues for thetr sincere & dedicated service to education &

to the voung people of Florida

05/12/87 HOUSE Filed

05/13/87 HOUSE Introduced, referred to Education, K - 12 ~HJ 442

05/19/87 HOUSE Withdrawn from Education, K - 12 -HJ 482, Placed on
Calendar, Read second time, Adopted ~HJ 482

1462 RESOLUTION by Jennings, Lombard (Similar S 1348)

Sarasota HS Baseball Champiops, recognizes Sarasata High School’s Sailors as

the 1987 Class AAAA Bascball Champions of Flonda

05/12/87 HOLSE Filed

05/13/87 HOUSE Introduced. referred to Education, K - 12 -HJ 442

05/19/87 HOUSE Withdrawn from Education, K - 12 -HJ 486, Placed on
Calendar

06/04'87 HOUSE Read second time, Adopted -HJ 1256

1463 LOCAL BILL/ENG by Tobiassen; Baas; Banjanin

Pensacola/Employee Retirement, amends special act to delete compulsory retire-

ment language, repeals special act re automatic retirement of city employees, su-

persedes existing laws relating thereto Effective Date 07/02/87.

05/13/87 HOUSE Filed

05/15/87 HOUSE Introduced, referred to Community Affairs, Retirement,

Personnel & Collectinve Bargaining -HJ 468

Withdrawn from Communtty Affairs -HJ 533, Now 1n Re-

tirement, Personnel & Collective Bargaining

05/27/87 HOUSE  Withdrawn from Ret:rement, Personne! & Coliective Bar-
ganing ~HJ 666, Placed on Calendar

05/28,87 HOUSE Placed on Local Calendar

05/29/87 HOUSE Read second time, Amendments adopted, Read third time,
Passed as amended, YEAS 114 NAYS 0 -HJ 768

06/01/87 SENATE In Messages

0670287 SENATE Received, referred tu Rules and Calendar -SJ 576

06/03/87 SENATE Considered by Rules and Calendar, placed on Local Calen-
dar -SJ 628, Passed, YEAS 33 NAYS 0 -SJ 650

05/21/8" HOUSE

06/03/87 Ordered enrolled
06/16/87 Signed bv Officers and presented to Governor
07/02/87 Hecame Law without Governer s Signature, Chapter No

¥7-532

1464 RESOLUTION by Arnold, Ireland and others (Similar H 1443,
§1323)

Teachers' Apprecistion Week, marhs Teachers' Appreciation Week, May 10
through Mav 16, with special recogmtiun of elementary & secondary school
teachers on Mav 15 a. celebrated by Florida Distnict of Kiwanis International
05/13/87 HOUSE  Filed. Introduced referred to Education, K - 12 -HJ 442
05.15/87 HOUSE  Withdrawn trom Education K - 12 -HJ 453, Placed on

Culendar Read second uume, Adopted -H.) 467

1466 RESOLUTION by Mille. Trammell, Saunders and others
s ey nmal > FPyrty acce pts with pleasure the hospitahity ex-

({CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE!}
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By Senator Kirkpatrick

1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to recreational trails;
3 amending s. 260.012, F.S.; providing
4 legislative intent; amending s. 260.013, P.S.;
5 providing a definition; creating s. 260.0141,
3 F.S.; establishing the Florida Rails to Trails
7 Program; amending s. 260.015, F.S,: prescribing
a powers of the Department of Natural Resources
9 with respect to certain land acquisition;
10 authorizing the Board of Trustees of the
11 Internal Improvement Trust Fund to accept title
12 to abandoned railroad rights-of-way, as
13 specified; amending s. 260.016, F.S,; providing
14 powers of the Division of Recreation and Parks;
15 providing for appointment of the Florida
16 Recreational Trails Council; providing for
17 reimbursement; creating s. 260.0161, F.S.;
18 providing for duties of the Department of
19 Transportation and for coordination between
20 that department and the Division of Recreation
21 and Parks; requiring a memorandum of
22 understanding; providing guidelines for leasing
23 rights-of-way to a public agency or a private
24 organization for use as a public recreational
25 trail; amending s. 375.251, PF.S.; provading for
26 certain limitations on liability; providing for
27 future repeal and review of the council;
28 providing an appropriation; providing an
29 effective date.
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6-403-87

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes the importance of
providing the public with access to Florida's outdoor areas
for recreation, enjoyment, and appreciation, and

WHEREAS, 1t 1s the Legislature's intent to conserve and
develop the natural resources of this state for healthful and
recreational purposes, and

WHEREAS, the Leg:slature finds that Florida's
recreational trails accommodate a variety of outdoor
activities, including walking, hiking, bicycling, jogging,
canoeing and horseback riding, vhile also providing access to
other recreational activities such as sightseeing, fishing,
picnicking, swimning, and camping, and

WHEREAS, the Leg:slature has, in chapter 260, Florida
Statutes, declared 1t to be the public policy of this state to
provide the means to establish and expand a network of scenic
recreational trails known as the "Florida Recreational Trails
System,” and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that abandoned railroad
rights-of-wvay are & unique source of land corridors which are,
1n many cases, suitable for use as recreational trails, and

WHEREAS, railroad rights-of-way are being abandoned at
a high rate and are often sold in segments, thereby
fragmenting the original corridors and leaving unconnected
segments which are unsuitable for acquisition for recreational
trail use, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that the preservation of
abandoned rail corridors for development and use as
recreational trails is 1n the public interest, and

WHEREAS, thes Legislature finds that a systematic and

continuing statewide program of acquiring abandoned railroad

2
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rights-of-way 1s needed to preserve this unique and

irreplaceable source of recreational trails, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be 1t Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 260.012, Florida
Statutes, 1% amended to read:

260.012 Declaration of policy and legqislative
intent.~--

(2} It 18 the intent of the Legislature that
recreational trails be established withinrn and without
boundaries of state parks and state forests and, when
feasible, to interconnect units of the state park and forest
system, as well as national forests and parks and such locally
maintained parks as may be appropriate, It 1s also the intent
of the Legislature to perpetuate the use of and provide access
to reqions and trails of special historic interest within the

state; to provide for the acquisition of abandoned railroad

rights-of-way for use as public recreational trails; to

encourage the multiple use of public rights-of-way and use to
the fullest extent existing and future scenic roads, highways,
park roads, parkways, and national recreational trails; to
encourage the development of recreational trails by counties,
cities, and special districts and to assist in such
development by any means available; to coordinate recreational
trail plans and development by local governments with one
another and with the state government and Federal Government;
and to encourage, whenever possible, the development of
recreational trails on federal lands by the Federal

Government.

3
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6-403-87

Section 2., Subsection (5) 1is added to section 260.013,
Florida Statutes, to read:
260,013 Definitions.--As used in ss. 260.011-260,018,

unless the context otherwise requires:

{(5) "Board” means the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

Section 3. Section 260.0141, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

260,0141 Rails to Trails Program.--There 1s
established within the Florida Recreational Trails System the
"Plorida Rails to Trails Program,"” the purpose of which 1s to
acquire and develop abandoned railroad rights-of-way for
public recreational trail use. Such rights-of-way shall be
acquired pursuant to this act.

Section ¢, Section 260.015, Florida Statutes, 1s
amended to read:

260,015 Acquisition of land.--

(1) The department division 1s authorized to acquire
by gift or purchase the fee simple absolute title or any
lesser interest in land, including easements, for the purposes

of ss. 260.011-260.018. Such acguisitions shall be pursuant

to the provisions of chapter 375, except that: ne-power-of
emrnent-domasn-rs-econveyed-to-the-drvaiston-by-as;-26856031-
266:638+7

(a) The department's power of eminent domain shall be

limited to curing defects 1n title accepted by the board

pursuant to subsection (2).

b Lists of proposed acquisitions for the Plorida

Rails to Trails Program shall be prepared according to the

provisions of s. 200.016,

4
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6-403-87

c Abandoned railroad rights-of-way must be acquired
according to the acquisition procedures outlined in chapter
253 for projects valued at less than $250,000, regardless of
the appraised value of the right-cf-way.

2 For purposes of the Florida Rails to Trails
Program, the board may:

a Accept title, 1nciuding nonmarketable title
notwithstanding 8. 253,025(6 to abandoned railroad rights-
of-way purchased or leased by or donated to the department and
to any areas abutting such rights-of-way which are needed for
the construction of trail user support facilities; and

(b) Accept title to abandoned railroad rights-of-way
which 18 conveyed by guitclaim deed@ through purchase,
dedication, gqift, qrant, or settlement, notwithstanding s.
253.025(1) .

(3)4¢2+ Easements and rights-of-way upon, over, under,

across, or along any land, the fee title of which has been
acquired for the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018, may be
granted by the department divistea so long as the use of
permitted-by the easement or right-of-way does not :interfere
with the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018.

{4)43} The department d:vis:en may transfer any

recreational trail, or easement, or right-of-way to a local

governmental agency having jurisdiction over the area 1in which

the recreat:onal trail, easement, or right-of-way 1s located

upon agreement by such local agency to maintain and operate
the recreational trail, easement, or right-of-way for
recreational purpoges in a manner consistent with department
rules and the intent of ss, 260.011-26(0.018,

Section 5. Section 260.016, Florida Statutes, 1S
amended to read:

5
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260.016 General powers of Division of Recreation and
Parks.,--

{1) The Division of Recreation and Parks may:

(a)¢3} Publish and distribute appropriate maps of
recreational trails, including recommended extensions thereof.

(b)¢2} Establish access routes and related primzrtsve
public-use facilities along recreational trails which will not
substantially interfere with the nature and purposes of the
trail.

(c)43¥ Adopt Premuigate appropriate rules for the use
of recreational trails.

(d)4¢4} Coordinate the activities of all governmental
units and bodies and special districts that desire to
participate in the development of the Florida Recreational
Trails System.

e) A int an advisory body to be known as the

"Florida Recreational Trails Counc:il" which shall advise the

division in the execution of 1ts powers and duties under this
chapter. The division shall establish by rule the duties,

structure, and responsibilities of the council. Members of

the Florida Recreational Trails Council shall serve without

compensation, but are entitled to be reimbursed for per diem

and travel expenses as provided in s, 112.061l, Florida

Statutes.

{2) The Division of Recreation and Parks shall:

a Evaluate existing and potential aband d

rights-of-way to identify the corradors which are suitable for

acguisition for recreational trail use and shall compile a3

list of suitable corridors, ranking them 1n order of priority

for proposed acgqguisition. The division shall devise a metnod

6
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of evaluation which includes, but 1s not limited to, the

consideration of:
1. Current and future recreational need:

2. Potential for local sharing ain the acgquisition,

development, operation, or maintenance of abandoned rail

corridors;

3. Costs of acguisition, development, operation, and

maintenance; and

4, Time of availability of rights-of-way,
(b) Maintain an updated list of abandoned and to-be-

abandoned railroad rights-of-way. The division shall request

information on current and potential railroad abandonments

from the Department of Transportat:on, the Interstate Commerce

Commissian, and railroad companies operating within the state,

At a minimum, the division shall make such requests on a

guarterly basis.

(c) Provide information to public and private agencies

and organizations on abandoned rail corridors which are or

will be available for acgqulsition from the railroads or for

lease for interim recreational use from the Department of

Transportation. Such information shall include, at a minimum,

probable costs of purcnase or lease of the identified

corridors.

Section 6, Section 260.0161, Flor:ida Statutes, 1s
created to read:

260.0161 Coordination with Department of
Transportation.--

(1) Uupon the division's request, the Department of
Transportation shall provide information to the division on

abandoned and to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-way.

9

wvords underlined are add:itions,



& e N W e W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31

CODING: Words striehen are deletions; words underlined are additions,

6-403-87

(2) The Department of Transportation and the Division
of Recreation and Parks shall coordinate their evaluations of
potential acquisitions and their acquisition priorities wath
respect to abandoned railroad rights-of-way in order to avoid
competing for the same corridors. The division and the
Department of Transportation shall enter into a memorandum of
understanding which shall contain 2 method by which the
coordination of evaluations and acquisition priorities 13 to
be accomplished. The memorandum of understanding shall be
submitted to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and the Governor within 120 days
after the effective date of this act.

(3) After the Department of Transportation acquires
abandoned railroad rights~of-way for future transportation
purposes, the Department of Transportation shall lease such
rights-of-way to a public agency or private organization for
interim public recreational trail use if:

(a) The public agency or private corganization has
requested use of the right-of-way for interim public
recreational trail use;

{b) The public agency or private organization agrees
in writing to assume all liability and management
responsibilities as defined by the Department of
Transportation; and

{c} The use of the right-of-way as a recreational
trail does not interfere with the ultimate transportation
purposes of the property.

(4) If the Department of Transportation determines
that an abandoned railroad right-of-way which has been leased
for interim recreational trail use is needed for
transportation purposes, the Department of Transportation

8
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6-403-87

shall work with the leasing agency to accommcdate, when
feasible, the existing trail use in conjunction with the use
of the right-of-way for transportat:on,

Section 7. Subsection (2} of section 375.251, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

375.251 Limitat:ion on liability of persons making
available to public certain areas for recreational purposes
without charge.~-

(2)(a) An owner or lessee who provides the public with
a park area or other land for outdocr recreational purposes
owes no duty of care to keep that park area or land safe for
entry or use by others, or to g:ive warning to persons entering
or going on that park area or land of any hazardous
conditions, structures, or activities thereon. An owner or
lessee who provides the public with a park area or other land
for outdoor recreational purposes shall not by providing that
park area or_ land:

1. Be presumed to extend any assurance that such park
area or_land :s safe for any purpose,

2. Incur any duty of care tcward a person whc goes on
that park area or land, or

3. Become liable or responsible for any injury to
persons or property caused by the act or omission of a person
who goes on that park area or land.

(b) This section shall not apply 1f there 1s any
charge made or usually made for entering or using such park
area or land, or any part thereof, or 1f any commercial or

other activity, whereby fer profit 18 derived from the

patronage of the general public, 18 conducted on such park

area or land, or any part therecf.

9
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6-403-87

Section 8, The Florida Recreational Trails Counc:l
authorized in section 5 shall expire July 1, 1997, and shall
be revieved by the Legislature prior to that date pursuant to
s. 11.611, Florida Statutes.

Section 9, (1) There 1s hereby appropriated from the
General Revenue Fund for fiscal year 1537-1988 the sum of $3.6
million to be credited to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for
disbursement by the Department of Natural Resources for the
purposes of this act.

(2) The sum of $111,761 and one Planner II position,
one Land Acquisition Agent position, and one Secretary
Specialist position are hereby appropriated from the General
Revenue Fund to the Department of Natural Resources to carry
out the purposes of this act.

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

law.

RANAARARARANRRARRARARRAAAANRRARRARRRRANRRARN

SENATE SUMMARY

Establishes the Florida Rails to Trails Program, 1intended
to acquire abandoned railroad rights-of-way for use as
public recreational trails, Allows the Department of
Natural Resources to acquire land by specified means and
to transfer title to a local government, Allows .ne
Division of Recreation and Parks to appoint an advisory
council and to provide for its structure and duties.
Provides for the division and the Department of
Transportation to coordinate their land acquisition and
for the department to make certain accommodations.
Places limitations on liability of persons who make
certain areas available for recreation without charge,

10
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1 A b1ll to be entitled
2 An act relating to recreationai trails;
3 amending s. 260,012, F.S.; provading
q legislative intent; amending s. 260.013, F.S.;
5 providing a definition; creating s. 260.0241,
6 F,S.; establigshing the Flcrida Rails to Trails
7 Program; amending s. 260,015, F.S.; prescriping
8 powers of the Department of Natural Resources
9 with respect to certain land acquisition;
10 authorizing the Board of Trustees of the
11 Internal Improvement Trust Fund to accept title
12 to abandoned railroad rights-cf-way, as
13 specified, amending s. 260.016, F.S.:; providing
14 powers of the Division of Recreation and Parks;
15 providing for appointment of the Florida
16 Recreational Trails Council, providing for
17 reimbursement; creating s. 260.0161, F.S.:
18 providing for duties of the Department of
19 Transportation and for coordination between
20 that department and the Department of Natural
21 Resources; requlring a memorandum of
22 understanding; providing guidelines for leasing
23 rights-of-way to a public agency or a private
24 organization for use as a public recreational
25 trail; amending s. 375.251, F.S.; providing for
26 certain limitations on liability; providing for
27 future repeal and review of the council;
28 providing an appropriation; providing an
29 effective date.
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WHEREAS, the Legislature recogn:izes the importance of
providing the public with access to Florida's outdoor areas
for recreation, enjoyment, and appreciation, and

WHEREAS, 1t 1s the Legislature’'s intent to conserve and
develop the natural resources of this state for healthful and
recreational purposes, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that Florida's
recreational trails accommodate a variety of outdoor
activaties, including walking, hiking, bicycling, jogging,
canoeing, and horseback riding, while also providing access to
other recreational activities such as sightseeing, fishing,
plcnicking, swimming, and camping, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature has, in chapter 260, Florida
Statutes, declared 1t to be the public policy of this state to
provide the means to establish and expand a network of scenic
recreational trails known as the "Florida Recreational Trails
System," and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that abandoned ra:ilroad
rights-of-way are a unique source of land corridors which are,
in many cases, suitable for use as recreational trails, and

WHEREAS, railroad rights-of-way are being abandoned at
a high rate and are often sold in segments, thereby
fragmenting the original corridors and leaving unconnected
segments which are unsuitable for acquisition for recreational
trail use, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that the preservation of
abandorned rail corridors for development and use as
recreational trails is in the public 1nterest, and

WHEREAS, the lLegislature finds that a systematic and

continuing statewide program of acquiring abandoned railroad

2
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rights-of-way 1s needed to preserve this unique and

1rreplaceabie source of recreational trails, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by tne Leg:isl. ture of the State of Flor:ida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 260 012, Flor:da
Statutes, 13 amended to read-

260.012 Declaration of policy and legislative
intent.--

{2) It 1s the intent of the Legislature that
recreational trails be established within and without
boundaries of state parks and state forests and, when
feasible, to i1nterconnect units of the state park and forest
system, as well as national forests and parks and such locally
maintained parks as may be appropriate. It 1s also the intent
of the Legislature to perpetuate the use of and provide access
to regions and trails of special historicC interest within the

state; to provide for the acquisition of abandoned railroad

rights~of-way Eor use as public recreational trails; to

encourage the multiple use of public rights-of-way and use to
the fullest extent existing and future scenic roads, highways,
park roads, parkways, and nat.onal recreational trails; to
encourage the development of tecreational trails by counties,
cities, and special districts and to assist in such
development by any means available; to coordinate recreat:onal
trail plans and development by local governments with one
another and with the state government and Federal Government,
and to encourage, whenever possible, the development of
recreational trails on federal lands by the Federal

Government .,

3
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Section 2. Subsection (5) is added to section 260.013,
Florida Statutes, to read:

260.013 DPefinitions.--As used in ss. 260.011-260.018,
unless the context otherwise requ:ires:

{5) "Board" means the Board of Trustees of the

Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

Section 3. Section 260.014l, Florida Statutes, 1is
created to read:

260.0141 Rails to Trails Program.--There 1s
established within the Florida Recreational Trails System the
"Florida Rails to Trails Program,” the purpose of which is to
acquire and develop abandoned railroad rights-of-way for
public recreational trail use. Such rights-of-way shall be
acquired pursuant to this act.

Section 4. Section 260.015, Florida Statutes, 1is
amended to read:

260.015 Acquisition of land.--

(1} The deggrtmenp drvisron 18 authoraized to acquire
by gift or purchase the fee simple absolute title or any
lesser interest in land, including easements, for the purposes
of ss, 260.011-260.018 pursuant to the provis:ons of chapter
375, except that: ne-power-of-emrnent-domain-rs-conveyed-to
the-darvision-by-93:--260-01-260-038+

(a) The department's power of eminent domain shall be

limited to curing defects 1in title accepted by the board

pursuant to subsection (2).

(b) Lists of proposed acquisitions for the Florida

Rails to Trails Program shall be prepared according to the

provisions of s. 260.016.

(c) Abandoned railroad rights-of-way acquired under

this chapter shall not be subject to the evaluation and

¢
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selection procedures of s. 259.035, regardless of the

estimated value of such projects. All abandoned railroad

rights-of-way projects shall be acquired i1n accordance with

the acquisition procedures of cnapter 253,

{2) For purposes of the Florida Rails to Trails

Program, the board may

(a) Accept title, including nonmarketable title

notwithstanding s. 253.025(6}, to abandoned railroad rights-

of-way purchased or leased by or donated to the department and

to any areas abutting such r thts-of-way which are needed for

the construction of trail user support facilities: and

(b) Accept title to abandoned railroad rights-of-way

which 1s conveyed by gu:itclaim deed through purchase,

dedication, gift, grant, or settlement, notwithstanding s.

253.025(1).

{3)t2¥ Easements and rights-of-way upon, over, under,

across, or along any land, the fee title of which has been
acquired for the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018, may be
granted by the department d:rv:rsron so long as the use of
permztted-by the easement or right-of-way does not interfere
with the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018.

(4)t3y The degartment drvrsron may transfer any

recreational trail, or easement, or right-of-way to a local

governmental agency having jurisdiction over the area in which

the recreational trail, easement, or right-of-way 1s located

upon agreement by such local agency to maintain and operate

the recreational trail, easement, or right-of-way for

recreational purposes 1n a manner consistent with department

rules and the intent of ss. 260.011-260.018,
Section 5. Section 260.016, Florida Statutes, 13
amended to read:

5
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260.016 General powers of Divis:ion of Recreation and
Parks.--

{1) The Division of Recreation and Parks may:

(a)t*¥ Publish and distribute appropriate maps of
recreational tra:ls, including recommended extensions thereof.

{b)t2% Establish access routes and related primit:ve
public-use facilities along recreational trails which will not
substantially interfere with the nature and purposes cf the
trail,

(c)¢3y Adopt Premnigate appropriate rules for the use
of recreational trails.

(d)t4y Coordinate the activities of all governmental
units and bodies and special districts that desire to
participate 1n the development of the Florida Recreat.onal
Trails System.

(e) Appoint an advisory body to be known as the

“Florida Recreational Trails Council" which shall advise the

division 1in the execution of its powers and duties under this

chapter. The division shall establish by rule the duties,

structure, and responsibilit:ies of the council. Members of

the Florida Recreational Trails Council shall serve without

compensation, but are entitled to be reimbursed for per diem

and travel expenses as provided in s. 112,061, Florida

Statutes.

(2) The Division of Recreation and Parks shall:

(a) Evaluate existing and potential abandoned railroad

rights-of-way to i1dentify the corridors which are suitable for

acgquisition for recreational trail use and shall compile a

list of suitable corridors, ranking them in order of priority

for proposed acquisition. The division shall devise a method

6
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of evaluation which includes, but 18 not limited to, the

consideration of:

1. Current and future recreational need;

2. Potential for local sharing in the acquisition,

development, operation, or maintenance of abandoned rail

corridors;

3. Costs of acquisition, development, operation, and

maintenance; and

4. Time of availability of raights-of-way.

(b) Ma:intain an updated list of abandoned and to-be-

abandoned railroad rights-of-way. The division shall request

information on current and potent:al railroad abandonments

from the Department of Transportation, the lInterstate Commerce

Cormission, and railroad companies operating within the state

At a minimum, the divis:ion shall make such requests on a

guarterly basis.

{c) Provide 1nformation to public and private agencies

and organizations on abandoned rail corridors which are or

wi1ll be available for acquisition from the railroads or for

lease for interim recreational use from the Department of

Transportation. Such information shall include, at a minimum,

probable costs of purchase or lease of the 1dentified

corridors.

Section 6. Section 260.0161, Florida Statutes, 1s
created to read-

260.0161 Coordination with Department of
Trangportation.--

{l1) OUpon the request of the Department of Natural
Resources, the Department of Transportation shall provide
information to the Department of Natural Resources on
abandoned and to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-way.

7
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{2) The Department of Transportation and the
Department of Natural Resources shall coordinate their
evaluations of potential acquisitions and their acquisition
priorities with respect to abandoned railroad rights-of-way 1n
order to avoid competing for the same corridors. The
Department of Natural Resources and the Department of
Transportation shall enter 1nto a memorandum of understanding
which shall contain a methcd by which the coordination of
evaluations and acquisition priorities 18 to be accomplished.
The memorandum of understanding shall be submitted to the
President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the Governor within 120 days after the
effective date of this act.

{3) After the Department of Transportation acquires
abandoned railroad rights-of-way for future transportation
purposes, the Department of Transportation shall lease such
rights-of-way to a public agency or private organization for
interim public recreational trail use :f.

(a) The public agency or private organization has
requested use of the right-of-way for interim publ:c
recreational trail use;

{b) The public agency or private organization agrees
in writing to assume all liability and management
responsibilities as defined by the Department of
Transportation; and

{c) The use of the right-of-way as a recreational
trail does not interfere with the uitimate transportation
purposes of the property as determined by the Secretary of the
Department of Transportataon.

{4) If the Department of Transportation determiLnes
that an abandoned railroad right-of-way which has been leased

8
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for interim recreational trail use 1s needed for
transportation purposes, the Department of Transportation
shall work with the leasing agency to accommodate, when
feasible, the existing trail use in conjunction with the use
of the right-of-way for transportation.

Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 375.251, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

375.251 Limitation on liability of persons making
available to public certain areas for cecreational purposes
without charge.-~-

{2)(a) An owner or lessee who provides the public with
a park area or other land for outdoor recreational purposes
owes no duty of care to keep that park area or land safe for
entry or use by others, or to give warning to persons entering
or going on that park area or land of any hazardous
conditions, structures, or activities thereon. An owner or
lessee who provides the public with a park area or other land
for outdoor recreational purposes shall not by providing that
park area or land:

1. Be presumed to extend any assurance that such park
area or land is safe for any purpose,

2. Incur any duty of care toward a person who goes on
that park area or land, or

3. Become liable or responsible for any injury to
persons or property caused by the act or omission of a person
who goes on that park area or land.

(b} This section shall not apply 1f there 1s any
charge made or usually made for entering or using such park
acrea or land, or any part thereof, or 1f any commerc:al or

other activity, whereby for profit is derived from the

9
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patronage of the general public, 1S conducted on such park

area or land, or any part thereof.

Section 8. The Florida Recreational Trails Council
authorized 1in section 5 shall expire July 1, 1997, and shall
be reviewed by the Legislature prior to that date pursuant to
s. 11.611, Florida Statutes.

Section 9. (1) There 1s hereby appropriated from the
General Revenue Fund for fiscal year 1987-1988 the sum of $3.6
million to be credited to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for
disbursement by the Department of Natural Resources for the
purposes of this act.

(2) The sum of $111,761 and one Planner Il position,
one Land Acquisition Agent position, and one Secretary
Specialist position are hereby appropriated from the General
Revenue Fund to the Division of Recreation and Parks of the
Department of Natural Resources to carry out the purposes of
this act.

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

law.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES CONTAINED IN
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

Senate Bill 778

The Secretary of the Department of Transportation would be
responsible for determining that the use of a right-of-way as
a recreational trail would not interfere with the ultimate
transportation purposes of abandoned rail rights-of-way
acquired for future transportation purposes and leased for
interim recreationadl use.

10
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I. SUMMARY:

A,

Present Situation:

Chapter 260, Florida Statutes, 1s known as the Florida
Recreational Trails Act of 1979, In this chapter the
Legislature declares that 1t 1s public policy to provide the
means and procedures for establishing and expanding a network
of recreational and scenic trails 1n the state. The trails are
to serve to encourage horseback riding, hiking, bicycling,
canoeing, and jogging. The chapter provides for acquisition of
land for trails and delineates the general powers of the
Department of Natural Resources' Division of Recreation and
Parks for this program. Although this program was originally
authorized in 1979, positions and funding for implementation of
this program were not appropriated until 1985. Since 1985, the
efforts for this program have been 1increased and the "Rails to
Trails" (RTT) program is one component of the entire
recreational trails program.

Currently, about 1,000 miles of trails are designated 1in the
state trails system. Of that number, 76 miles are designated
as hiking trails, with the rest designated as canoe trails. A
1985 supply/demand needs analysis, conducted by the Department
of Natural Resources in developing 1ts State Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan, i1ncluded the following estimates of
recreational trails needs throughout the state:

- 2,739 miles in bike trails
- 1,052 miles 1n hiking trails
o 938 miles in horseback riding trails
- 16 miles 1n nature study trails.

!
In 1986, the Legislature appropriated $590,000 for development
of the first RTT project. The project, a 16 mile abandoned
rail right-of-way (ROW) between Tallahassee and St. Marks, 1s
being acquired by the Department of Transportation (DOT) for
future transportation use. The designated "interim" use is as
a recreational trail for horseback riders, hikers, joggers, and
bicyclists. DNR 1s responsible for construction of the trail
and 1ts management. Groundbreaking for the project occurred on
April 20, 1987, and the trail is expected to open officially on
Labor Day, 1987. This first project has been well supported by
the citizenry 1n the local community and trail groups around
the state.

In 1920, there were some 260,000 mi1les of track in rail
service. Today, there are 145,000 miles 1n service and by the
year 2000, it 1s estimated that only 100,000 miles of track
will be 1n service. As lines are dropped from service, the
corridors are used for development, agriculture, dumping areas
for trash, etc. According to National Geographic, 27 percent
of all adult Americans participate in day hikes, 35 percent 1in
bird watching and nature study, 42 percent in running or

/w73~
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jogging, 46 percent in biking, and 84 percent in walking for
pleasure. Abandoned ra:il corridors could serve as linear parks
to accommodate both human recreational and access uses, and
conservation trails for wildlife protection and migration.
Although abandoned ra:l corridors may be most scenic in rural
and generally undisturbed areas, there 1s a significant need
for these linear parks 1n urban areas where open space is at a
premium.

The problems encountered in acquiring these rights-of-way
include: a) notice of upcoming abandonments is poor to non-
existent, b) title problems are complex, c) monies are not
available to acquire in a time frame that meets the disposal
needs of a railroad; and d) agencies or groups who will
maintain the property need to be 1identified.

Other states are forging ahead with rails-to-trails programs.
Ohio has bought almost 45 miles of abandoned track and part of
this track 1s used by 3,000 people a day. In Washington a
lake-front trail has increased the value of homes 1n the
vicinity by 6 percent. Other rails to trails programs are
being or have been i1nstituted i1n Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Missouri, Illinois, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia,
and Iowa. In Florida, the City of Winter Haven transformed
abandoned railway i1nto an urban park, and the City of
Gainesville/Alachua County, 1s working on a cooperative rail to
trai1l project with DOT and DNR.

The DNR has identified 225 miles of trail in Florida available
now for purchase or soon to be available. DOT estimates the
cost of these 225 miles or 2,500 acres of rail rights-of-way at
approximately $18 million.

Ef fect of Proposed Changes:

The Legislature would declare that the legislative intent 15 to
provide for the acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-way
for use as public recreational trails. The Florida Rails to
Trails Program would be established for the purpose of
acquiring and developing abandoned railroad rights-of-way for
public recreational trail use. DNR would be authorized to
acquire, for the trails program in general, land by gift or
purchase of the fee simple absolute title or any lesser
interest. DNR would be authorized to use eminent domain for
RTT parcels 1n order to cure a defect 1in title. Abandoned
railroad rights-of-way would be acquired according to the
acquistition procedures for projects valued at less than
$250,000 described 1n Chapter 253, F.S. Under the RTT Program,
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
could a) accept title, including nonmarketable title, to
abandoned railroad rights-of-way purchased or leased by or
donated to DNR and for areas abutting the subject rights-of-way
which are needed for the construction of trail user support
facilities; and b) accept title to abandoned railroad rights-
of-way which is conveyed by quitclaim deed through purchase,
dedication, gift, grant, or settlement.

DNR would be allowed to grant the use of a right-of-way which
had been acquired by fee title for trails to others if 1t did
not interfere with the purposes of the recreational trails
program. DNR could also transfer a recreational trazl,
easement, or right-of-way to a local governmental agency having
jurisdiction over the area where the subject land is located 1if
the local agency agrees to maintain the recreational trail,
easement, or right-of-way for recreation i1n accordance with DNR
rules and Chapter 260, F.S.

The DNR Division of Recreation and Parks would be authorized to
appoint a Florida Recreational Trails Council which would
provide advisory assistance to the Division. The Division
would establish the duties, structure, and responsibilities of
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the Council by rule. Council mewmbers would be reimbursed only
for per diem and travel expenses 1n accordance with s, 112,061,
F.S.

The Division of Recreation and Parks would be required to:

a) evaluate existing and potent:al abandoned railroad rights-
of-way to identify the corridors which are suitable for
acquisition for recreational tra:l use and compile a list
of suitable corridors, ranking them 1n order of priority
for proposed acquisition. Projects would be evaluated on
such things as: current and future recreational need;
potential for local particaipation 1n acquisition,
development, operation, or maintenance; costs of
acquisition, development, operation and maintenance; and
time of availability of rights-of-way.

b) Maintain an updated list of abandoned and to-be-abandoned
rai1lroad rights-of-way.

c) Provide 1nformation to governmental agencies and the public
on abandoned rail corridors which could be acquired or
leased for i1nterim recreational use. The 1nformation would
include probable costs of purchase or lease.

The Department of Transportation (DOT) would be required to
provide information to the Division of Recreation and Parks on
abandoned or to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-way upon
request. The Division of Recreation and Parks and DOT would be
required to develop a memorandum of understanding to coordinate
thewr evaluation and priorities of such potential rail
acquisitions. The memorandum would be submitted to the Senate,
House of Representative, and Governor within 20 days of the
effective date of the act.

When DOT acquires abandoned railroad rights-of-way for future
transportation, DOT would be required to lease the subject
rights-of-way to 1nterested agencies or organizations for an
interim public recreational trail use if:

a) the use had been requested by the agency or organtzation

b) the agency or organization assumed, in writing, all
liability and management responsibilities DOT would
require; and

c) the use for recreation would not i1nterfere with ultimate
transportation purposes.

If DOT determined that a ROW which was leased (for recreational
use was needed for transportation, DOT would work with the
leasing agency to accommodate the two uses whenever feasible.

Persons who provide land to the public for outdoor recreational
use would not:

a) be presumed to extend assurances that the land 1s safe
b) 1ncur any duty of care toward a person who goes on the land

c} become liable or responsible for an injury to persons or
property caused by the act or omission of a person who goes
on the land.

These limits of liability would not apply 1f there was a charge
for entering or using the land, or 1f any activity where profit
was derived from the patronage of the general public was
conducted on the 1land,
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The Florida Recreational Trails Council would expire on July 1,
1997, and would be reviewed by the Legislature pursuant to s.
11.611, F.S., prior to that date.

The sum of $3.6 million would be appropriated from the General
Revenue Fund for FY 1987-1988 to the Land Acquisition Trust
Fund for the Rails to Trails Program, The sum of $111,76l1
would be appropriated from the General Revenue Fund for a
Planner II, a Land Acquisition Agent, and a Secretary
Specialist to staff the Rails to Trails Program.

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:

Interim recreational use of R@W purchased by DOT for future
transportation use 1s a visible means of giving the public a
return on their 1nvestment until 1ntensive transportation
development is timely. The acquisition of rail ROW by DNR will
provide for permanent recreational trails for public use.

B. Government:

The sum of §3,711,761 would be taken from the General Revenue
Fund to fund the first year of DNR's RTT program acquisition,
development, and administration. DNR has a need for three
positions to carry out the rarls to trails section of the
trails program. The cost for these positions 1s 1ncluded in
the general revenue appropriation described above.

DOT will be required to work closely with DNR on rail ROW
abandonments, but this should not require additional staff.

III. COMMENTS:

1. The companion bill 1s PCB-16 1n the House Natural Resources
Committee.

2. The bi1ll appears to have wide based support from statewide
recreational organizations such as the Florida Recreation and Parks
Association, the Florida Trai1l Association, Affiliated Horsemen's
Organizations of Florida, the Canoeing and Kayaking Association,
and the Florida Sports Paddlers Association, as well as various
community groups and local governments.

3. It appears that conflicts could arise between DO1 and DNR over
which rai1l ROW are priorities for each agency.

4. DNR had regquested $6.75 million for a first year appropriation
on the RTT program in their budget. This would have been used to
acquire approximately 70 miles of ROW. This bill provides a $3.6
appropriation which 1s i1ntended to be used for acquisition and
development and $111,761 for new positions for the first year. The
continuation of this program is jeopardized by the lack of a
continuing funding source.

IV. AMENDMENTS:

None.
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SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR:
Recreational Trails CS/SB 778 by NRC Committee

& Senator Kirkpatrick

I. SUMMARY ;
A. Present Situation:

Chapter 260, Florida Statutes, is known as the Florida
Recreational Trails Act of 1979. 1In this chapter the
Legislature declares that it is public policy to provide the
means and procedures for establishing and expanding a network
of recreational and scenic trails in the state. The trails are
to serve to encourage horseback riding, hiking, bicycling,
canoeing, and jogging. The chapter provides for acquisition of
land for trails and delineates the general powers of the
Department of Natural Resources' Division of Recreation and
Parks for this program. Although this program was originally
authorized in 1979, positions and funding for implementation of
this program were not appropriated until 1985. Since 1985, the
efforts for this program have been increased and the "Rails to
Trai1ls" (RTT) program 1s one component of the entire
recreational trails program.

Currently, about 1,000 miles of trails are designated in the
state trails system. Of that number, 76 miles are designated
as hiking trails, with the rest designated as canoe trails. A
1385 supply/demand needs analysis, conducted by the Department
of Natural Resources 1n developing 1ts State Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan, i1ncluded the following estimates of
recreational trails needs throughout the state:

- 2,739 miles 1n bike trails
- 1,052 miles 1n hiking trails
- 938 miles 1n horseback riding trails
= 16 miles 1n nature study trails.

}
In 1986, the Legislature appropriated $590,000 for development
of the first RTT project. The project, a 16 mile abandoned
rail right-of-way (ROW) between Tallahassee and St. Marks, 1s
being acquired by the Department of Transportation (DOT) for
future transportation use. The designated "interim” use 1s as
a recreational trail for horseback riders, hikers, joggers, and
bicyclists. DNR is responsible for construction of the trail
and its management. Groundbreaking for the project occurred on
April 20, 1987, and the trail 1s expected to open officially on
Labor Day, 1987. This first project has been well supported by
the citizenry in the local community and trail groups around
the state.

In 1920, there were some 260,000 miles of track in rail
service. Today, there are 145,000 miles 1n service and by the
year 2000, 1t 1s estimated that only 100,000 miles of track
will be in service. As lines are dropped from service, the
corridors are used for development, agriculture, dumping areas
for trash, etc. According to National Geographic, 27 percent
of all adult Americans participate i1n day hikes, 35 percent in
bird watching and nature study, 42 percent 1n running or
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jogging, 46 percent in biking, and 84 percent in walking for
pleasure. Abandoned rail corridors could serve as linear parks
to accommodate both human recreational and access uses, and
conservation trails for wildlife protection and migration,
Although abandoned rail corridors may be most scenic 1n rural
and generally undisturbed areas, there 1s a significant need
for these linear parks 1n urban areas where open space 1s at a
premium.

The problems encountered in acquiring these rights-of-way
1nclude: a) notice of upcoming abandonments is poor to non-
existent, b) title problems are complex, c) monles are not
available to acquire i1n a time frame that meets the disposal
needs of a railroad; and d) agencies or groups who will
maintain the property need to be 1dent:ified.

Other states are forging ahead with rails-to-trails programs.
Ohio has bought almost 45 miles of abandoned track and part of
this track is used by 3,000 people a day. In Washington a
lake-front trail has increased the value of homes in the
vicinity by 6 percent. Other rails to trails programs are
being or have been instituted in Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Missouri, Illinois, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia,
and Iowa. In Florida, the City of Winter Haven transformed
abandoned railway i1nto an urban park, and the City of
Gainesville/Alachua County, is working on a cooperative rail to
trail project with DOT and DNR.

The DNR has identified 225 mwiles of trail in Florida available
now for purchase or soon to be available. DOT estimates the
cost of these 225 miles or 2,500 acres of rail rights-of-way at
approximately $18 million.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

The Legislature would declare that the legislative intent 1s to
provide for the acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-way
for use as public recreational trails. The Florida Rails to
Trails Program would be established for the purpose of
acquiring and developing abandoned railroad rights-of-way for
public recreational trail use. DNR would be authorized to
acquire, for the trails program in general, land by gift or
purchase of the fee simple absolute title or any lesser
interest, DNR would be authorized to use eminent domain for
RTT parcels in order to cure a defect 1in title. Abandoned
ratrlroad rights-of-way would be acquired according to the
acquisition procedures for projects valued at less than
$250,000 described in Chapter 253, F.S. Under the RTT Program,
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
could a) accept title, i1ncluding nonmarketable title, to
abandoned railroad rights-of-way purchased or leased by or
donated to DNR and for areas abutting the subject rights-of-way
which are needed for the construction of trail user support
facilities; and b) accept title to abandoned railroad rights-
of-way which 1s conveyed by quitclaim deed through purchase,
dedication, gift, grant, or settlement.

DNR would be allowed to grant the use of a right-of-way which
had been acquired by fee title for trails to others 1f it did
not interfere with the purposes of the recreational trails
program. DNR could also transfer a recreational trail,
easement, or right-of-way to a local governmental agency having
jurisdiction over the area where the subject land is located 1f
the local agency agrees to maintain the recreational trail,
easement, or right-of-way for recreation 1n accordance with DNR
rules and Chapter 260, F.S.

The DNR Division of Recreat:on and Parks would be authorized to
appoint a Florida Recreational Trails Council which would
provide advisory assistance to the Division. The Division
would establish the duties, structure, and responsibilities of
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the Council by rule. Council members would be reimbursed only
for per diem and travel expenses 1n accordance with s. 112.061,
F.S.

The Division of Recreation and Parks would be required to:

a) evaluate existing and potential abandoned railroad rights-
of-way to 1dentify the corridors which are suitable for
acquisition for recreational trail use and compile a list
of suitable corridors, ranking them in order of priority
for proposed acquisition. Projects would be evaluated on
such things as: current and future recreational need;
potential for local participation 1n acquisition,
development, operation, or maintenance; costs of
acquisition, development, operation and maintenance; and
time of availability of rights-of-way.

b) Maintain an updated list of abandoned and to-be-abandoned
rai1lroad rights-of-way.

c) Provide i1nformation to governmental agencies and the public
on abandoned rail corridors which could be acquired or
leased for interim recreational use. The information would
include probable costs of purchase or lease.

The Department of Transportation (DOT) would be required to
provide 1nformation to the Department of Natural Resources on
abandoned or to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-way upon
request. The Department of Natural Resources and DOT would be
required to develop a memorandum of understanding to coordinate
their evaluation and priorities of such potential rail
acquisitions. The memorandum would be submitted to the Senate,
House of Representative, and Governor within 20 days of the
effective date of the act.

When DOT acquires abandoned railroad rights-of-way for future
transportation, DOT would be required to lease the subject
rights-of-way to interested agencies or organizations for an
interim public recreational trail use 1if:

a) the use had been requested by the agency or organization

b) the agency or organtzation assumed, 1in writing, all
liability and management responsibilities DOT would
require; and

c) the use for recreation would not interfere with ultimate
transportation purposes.

If DOT determined that a ROW which was leased for recreational
use was needed for transportation, DOT would work with the
leasing agency to accommodate the two uses whenever feasible.

Persons who provide land to the public for outdoor recreational
use would not:

a) be presumed to extend assurances that the land 1s safe
b) incur any duty of care toward a person who goes on the land

c) become liable or responsible for an 1injury to persons or
property caused by the act or omission of a person who goes
on the land.

These limits of liability would not apply 1f there was a charge
for entering or using the land, or 1f any activity where profait
was derived from the patronage of the general public was
conducted on the land.
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The Florida Recreational Trails Council would expire on July 1,
1997, and would be reviewed by the Legislature pursuant to s.
11,611, F.S., prior to that date,

The sum of $3.6 million would be appropriated from the General
Revenue Fund for FY 1987-1988 to the Land Acquisition Trust
Fund for the Rails to Trails Program. The sum of $111,76l1
would be appropriated from the General Revenue Fund for a
Planner II, a Land Acquisition Agent, and a Secretary
Specialist to staff the Rails to Trails Program.
11. ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:
Interim recreational use of ROW purchased by DOT for future
transportation use 1s a visible means of giving the public a
return on their investment until intensive transportation
development is timely. The acquisition of rail ROW by DNR will
provide for permanent recreational trails for public use.

B. Government:
The sum of $3,711,761 would be taken from the General Revenue
Fund to fund the first year of DNR's RTT program acquistition,
development, and administration. DNR has a need for three
positions to carry out the rails to trails section of the
trails program. The cost for these positions 1s 1ncluded 1in
the general revenue appropriation described above.
DOT will be required to work closely with DNR on rail ROW
abandonments, but this should not require additional staff.

III. COMMENTS:

1. The companion bill 1s PCB-16 1n the House Natural Resources
Committee.
2. The bill appears to have wide based support from statewide
recreational organizations such as the Florida Recreation and Parks
Association, the Florida Trail Association, Affiliated Horse
*Organizations of Florida, the Canoeing and Kayaking Association,
and the Florida Sports Paddlers Association, as well as various
community groups and local governments.
3. DNR had requested $6.75 million for a first year appropriation
on the RTT program in their budget. This would have been used to
acquire approximately 70 miles of ROW. This bill provides a $3.6
appropriation which 1s i1ntended to be used for acquisition and
development and $111,761 for new positions for the first year. The
continuation of this program is jeopardized by the lack of a
continuing funding source.
IV. AMENDMENTS:

None.
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SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR:
Recreational Trails C5,88B 778 by

Natural Resources and
Senator khirkpatrick

I. SUMMARY:
A, Present Situatinn:

Chapter 2o, Florida Statutes, s known as the Florada
Re-reational Trails Act of 1379 In this rhapter the
Leglslature declares that it 1s public poiivy to provide the
means and ptocedures for establishing and erpanding a network
of recreational and srenic trails 1n the stute. The trails are
to serve to encourage horseback riding, hiking, bicycling,
canoeing, and jogging. The chapter provides for acqguisition of
land for trails and delineates the general puwers of the
Department of Natural Resources’' Division of Recreation and
Parks for this program. Although this program was originally
avthorized 1n 1979, positions and funding for implementation of
this proyram were not apptopriated until 198%. Since 1985,
the efforts for this program have been 1ncressed and the "Rails
to Trails" {RTT) program 1s one ._umponent of the entire
recreational trails program.

Currently, about 1,000 miles of t:rails are designated in the
state trails system. Of that number, 76 miles are designated
as hiking trails, with the rest designated as canoe trails. A
1985 supply/demand needs analysis, conducted by the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) 1in developing 1tw State
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, 1ncluded the following
estimates of recreational trails needs thrtoughiout the state:

2,739 miles 1n bike trails

1,052 miles 1n hiking trails
- 938 miles :1n horseback riding trails
= 16 miles in nature study trails.

In 1986, the Legislature appropriated $590,000 for development
of the first RTT project The project, a le mile abandoned
rai1l right-of-way (R/W} between Tallahassee and St. Marks, 1s
being acquired by the Department of Transportation (DOT) for
future transportation use The designated "interim” use 1s as
a recreational trail for horseba k riders, hikers, joggers, and
bicyclists. DNR 1s responsible four constru:ztion of the trail
and 1ts management. Groundbreakinyg for the project occurred on
April 20, 1987, and the trail 1s expected to open officially on
Labor Day, 1987. This first project has been well supported by
the citizenry 1n the local community and trail groups around
the state.

The DNR has 1dentified 225 miles ~f trail in Florida available
now for purchase or soon to be available. DOT estimates the
cost of these 225 miles or 2,500 acres of ra:l rights-of-way at
approximately $18 million.

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The Legislature would declare that the legislative 1ntent 1s to
provide for the acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-way
for use as public recreational trails. The Florida Ratls to
Trails Program (RTT) would be established for the purpose of
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acquiring and developing abandoned railroad rights-of-way for
public recreattional tra:l use ONR would be authorized to
acquire, for the trails program 1n general, land by gift er
purchase nf the fee simple absclure title or any lesser
interest DNR woull be authorized to use eminent domain for
RTT parcels 1n order to rure a defect 1n title. Abandoned
railroad rights-of-way w~ould be acquired accotding to the
acquisition procedures for projects valued at less than
$250,000 described 1n Chapter 253, F S. Under the RTT Progran,
tne Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
could a) accept title, including nonmarketable title, to
abandoned railroad rights-of-way purrhased or leased by or
donated to DNR and for areas abuttinj the subjet rights-of-way
which are needed for the construction of trail user support
facilities; and b) accept title tu abandoned ruilroad rights-
of-way which 1s conveyed by guitclaim deed through purchase,
dedicatinn, gi1ft, grant, or settlement,.

DNR would be allowed to grant the use of a right of-way which
had been acquired by fee title for trails to others 1f 1t dad
not interfere with the purposes ot the recreati1rnal tralls
program. DNR could also transfer a recreational trail,
easement, o right-ot-way to a lo al governmentul agency baving
jurisdiction over the area where the subject land 1s located 1f
the local agency agrees to maintain the recreational trail,
easement, or right-of-way for recreation 1n ac.uwrdance w~ith DNR
rules and Chapter 20U, F S

The DNR Division of Recreation and Parks would pe authorized to
appoint a Florida Recreational Trails Counci! whi~h would
provide advisory assistance tn the Division. The Divis:ion
would establish the duties, structure, and respmnsibilities of
the Counc:il by rule, Council members would be reimbursed only
for per diem and travel expenses 1in accordance with s, 112.001,
F.S.

The Division of Recreation and Parks would be required to:

a) Evaluate existing and potential abandoned railrocad rights-
of-way to identafy the corridors which are suitable for
acquisition for recrearicnal tiarl use and compile a list
of suitable corridors, ranking them 1n order of priority
for propused acquisttion Projects would be evaluated on
such things as: current and ftuture recreational need;
potential for loral participation in acquisttion,
development, operation, or maintenance; costs of
acquisition, development, oparation and maintenance; and
time of avallability of rights of-way.

b) Maintain an updated list .f ahandoned and to-be-abanaoned
rai1lroad rights-of-way.

c) Provide information to governmental agencies and the public
on abandoned rail corridors whi h could be acquired or
leased for interim recreational use. The 1nformation would
1nclude probable costs of purchase or lease.

The Department of Transportation (DOT) would be tequired tn
provide 1nformation to the Depattment of Natural! Resources on
abandoned or to-be-abandoned railrvad rights-of way upon
request. The Department of Natural Resources and DOT would be
required to develop a memorandum of understanding to coordinate
their evaluation and priorities uf such potential rail
acquisitinns, The memorandum would be submitted to the Senate,
House of Representative, and Governor within 20 days of the
effective date of the a-t

When DOT acqutires abandoned railroud rights-of way for future
transportation, D@®T would be regquired to lease the subject
rights-uf-way to 1nterested agencies or organizatinns for an
interim public recreational trail use 1f:

a}l the use had been regquested Dy the agency ot nrganization
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b) the ayency or organization assumed, in writing, all
liabi1lity and management responsibilities DOT wnuld
require; and

c) the use for recreation would not :interfere with ultimate
transportation purposes.

If DOT determ:ined that a right-of-way which was leased for
recreational use was needed for transportation, DOT would work
with the leasing agency to accommodate the two uses whenever
feasible. Persons who provide land to the public for outdoor
recreational use would not:

a) be presumed to extend assurances that the land 1s safe
b) 1ncur any duty of care toward a person who goes on the land

¢) become liable or responsible for an i1njury to persons or
property caused by the act or omission uf a person who goes
on the land.

These limits of liability would not apply 1f there was a charge
for entering or using the land, or 1f any activity where profit
was derived from the patronage of the general public was
conducted on the land.

The Florida Recreational Trails Council would expire on July 1,
1997, and would be reviewed by the Legislature pursuant to s
11.611, F.S., prior to that date.

The sum of $3.6 mi1llion would be appropriated from the General
Revenue Fund for FY 1987-1988 to the Land Acguistition Trust
Fund for the Rails to Trails Program The sum of $111,761
would be appropriated from the General Revenue Fund for a
Planner II, a Land Acquisition Agent, and a Secretary
Specialist to staff the Rails to Trails Program.

II. ECONOMIC TMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:

Interim recreational use of raight-of-way purchased by ®OT for
future transportation use 1s a visible means of givang the
public a return on their investment until 1i1ntensive
transportation development 1s timely. The acgu:isition of raal
right-of-way by DNR will provide for permanent recreational
trails for public use.

B. Government:
1

The sum of $3,711,761 would be taken from the General Revenue
Fund to fund the first year of DNR's RTT program acguisition,
development, and administration. DNR has a need for three
positions to carry out the rails to trails section of the
trails program. The cost for these positions 1s included in
the general revenue appropriation described above.

DOT wi1ll be reguired to work closely with BNR on rail right-of-
way abandonments, but this should not regu:ire additional staff.

IIT. COMMENTS:

The problems encountered 1n acquiring these rights-of-way 1include:
al) notice of upcoming abandonments is poor to non-existent, b)
title problems are complex, ¢) monies are not available to acquire
1n a time frame that meets the d:isposal needs of a railroad; and d)
agencies or groups who will maintain the property need to be
1dent1fied.

DNR had requested $6.75 million for a first year approptiation on
the RTT program in the:r budget. This would have been used to
acquire approximately 70 miles of right-of-way. This bill provides
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a $3 6 appropriation which s 1ntended to be used for a-quisition
and development and §ill,76l for news positions fer the first year.

1V, AMENDMENTS:

None
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SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOP:
Recreational Tratls CS/SB 778 by

Natural Resources and
Senator kirkpatrick

1. SUMMARY:

A,

Present Situation:

Chapter 200, Florida Statutes, 1s known as the Florida
Recreational Trails Act of 1%73. In th:i. chapter the
Legislature declares that 1t s publ'c poliry t- provide the
means and procedures for estatlishing and expand.ng a network
of recreational and scenic trails in the state. The trails are
to serve to encourage horseback tiding, hiking, bicycling,
canoeing, and joyging. The chapter provides for acguisition of
land for trails and delineates the general pnwers of the
Department of Natural Resources' Divasion of Recreation and
Parks for this program. Although this ptogram was oriainally
authorized in 1979, positions ind funding fur amplementation of
this program were not appropriated until 1985. Since 1985,
the efforts for this prngram have been i1ncreased and the "Ralls
to Trails" (RIT) program 1s one component of the entire
re~reational trails program,

Currently, about 1,000 miles of trails are designated in the
state trails system. Of that nurher, 76 miles are designated
as hiking trails, with the rest designated as canoe trails. A
1985 supply/demand needs analysis, condu.ted ty the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) 1in developing 1ts Stute
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, 1ncluded the following
estimates of recreational trails needs throughout the state:

- 2,739 miles 1n bike trails

- 1,052 miles 1n hiking trails

= 938 miles 1n horseback raiding trails
- 16 miles 1n nature study trails

In 1986, the Legislature appropriated $590,00b0 tor development
of the first RTT project. The pruject, a lo m:le abandoned
rai1l raight-of-way (R/W) between Tallahassee and St. Marks, 1s
being acquired by the Department of Transportation {(DOT] for
future transportatiun use. The designated “i1nterim” use 1S as
a recreational trarl for horsebach riders, hikers, joggers, and
bicyclists. BNR 1s responsible fer construction of the trail
and 1ts management. Groundbreaking for the project oc.urred on
April 20, 1987, and the trail 1s experted to open officially on
Labor Day, 1987. This first project has been well supported by
the crtizenry 1n the local community and trail groups around
the state.

The DNR has 1dentified 225 miles of trail 1n Florida available
now for purchase or soon to be available. DOT estimates the
cost of these 225 miles or 2,500 acres of rai1l rights-of-way at
approrimately S18 million.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

The Legislature would declare that the legislative intent 1s to
provide for the acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-uf-way
for use as public recreational trails. The Florida Rails to
Trails Program (RTT) would bLe established for the purpose of
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acquiring and developing abandonesd rai1lroad rights-of-way for
public recreational trail use. [ONR would be authorized to
acquire, for the trails program 1nh general, land by gift or
purchase of the tee simple absnlute title or amy lesser
interest DNR would be authorized to use eminent domain for
RTT parcels 1n order to cure a defect 1n title. Abandoned
rai1lroad rights-of-way w~ould be acrquired according to the
acguisition procedures fnr projects valued at 1less than
$250,000 described 1n Chopter 253, F.S Under the RIT Proyram,
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
could a) acrept title, i1ncluding nonmarketable title, tu
abandoned railroad rights-of-way purchased or leased by or
donated to DNR and for areas abutting the suhje.t rights-of-way
which are needed for the construction of trail user support
facilitres; and b) accept title to abandoned railrwvad rights-
of-way which 1s conveyed by quitclaim deed through purchase,
dedication, gift, grant, or settlement,

DNR would be allowed to grant the use of a right-of-way which
had been aciquired by fee titie for trails to others 1f 1t J13
not 1nte:rfere with the purposes of the recreational trails
program. BNR ~ould also transfer a tecreaticnal trail,
easement, or right-of-way to a local governmental agency having
juraisdiction over the area where the subject land 1s located f
the local aygency agrees to maintain the recreational trail,
easement, or right-of-way for recreation 1n accordance with DNR
rules and Chapter 260, F S.

The DNR Division of Recreation and Parks would be authorized to
appoint a Florida PRecreational Trails Counzil which would
provide advisory assistance to the Division. The Division
would establish the duties, s3:tructure, and respoasibilities of
the Council by rule. (ouncil members would be reimpursed only
for per diem and travel expense. 1n accordance w«1th s. 112 0861,
F.S.

The Division of Recreation and Parks would be reguired to-

a) Evaluate eristing and potential apandnned railroad rights-
of-way to i1dentify the orcidors which are suirable for
acquisition for rerreatiunal trail use and complle a list
of suitable corridors, rank'ng them i1n order of priority
for proposed acgquisition Projerts would be evaluated on
such things as. current and future recreational need;
potential for local participation 1n acquisition,
development, operation, or maintenance; costs of
acyuisition, development, operation and ma:ntenance; and
tine of availability of rights-of-way.

b) Maintain an updated list of ahbandoned and to-be-abandoned
railroad rights-of-way.

¢! Provide i1nformation to governmental agencies and the public
on abandoned tail corridors which could be acquired or
leased for 1nterim recreational use The 1nformation would
1nclude probable costs of purchase or lease

The Department of Transportation IDOT) would be required to
provide 1nformation to the Department of Natural Resources on
abandoned or to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-way upon
request. The Departiment of Natural Resources and DOT would be
required to develnp a memorandum of un®erstanding to -~oordinate
their evaluation and priorities of such putential rail
acquilsitions The memorandum ~ould be submitted to the Senate,
House of Representative, and Governor within 20 days of the
effective date of the act

When DOT acquires abandoned rarlrovad rights-nf-way for future
transportation, DOT w~ould be reqquired to lease rhe subject
rights-of-way to 1nterested ageucies or organizatiouns for an
interim public recreaticnal trai1l use 1f.

a) the use had been reguested by the agency wr oryan:ization
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III.

b) the ayency or organization assumed, 1in writing, all
liabrlaty and management responsibilities DOT would
requlire, and

) the use for recreatiun would 10t :nterfere »1th ultimate
transportation purposes

0

1f DOT determined that & right-of-way which was leaszd for
recreational use was needed for transpurtation, DOT would wark
with the leasing agency to acromnndate the two uses whene.e.
feasible Persons whn provide land to the public for outdoor
recreational use would not,

a) be presumed to extend assuran.es that the land s safe
bl  1ncur any duty of care toward a person wha goe: orn the land

c) berome liable ot responsible for an i1njury to persons or
pruperty caused by the act or omission of a persun who goes
on the land

These limits of liability would not apply 1f there was a chorre
tor enteti1ng or using the land, or 1f any activity where profir
was derived trom thte patironage cf the general public was
conducted on the land.

The Flar:ida Recreational Trails Council wauld e<pire on July 1,
1997, and would be reviewed by the Leg.slature parsuant to s,
11.611, F S,, prior to that date.

The sum of $3.6 million would be appropriated from the General
Revenue Fund for FY 1987-1988 to the Land Acquisition Trust
Fund for the Rails to Trails Program The sum of $111,761
would be appropriated from the General Revenue Fund for a
Planner Il, a Land Acquisition Agent, ard a Secretary
Specialist to staff the Rails to Trails Program.

ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE*

A, Public:

Interim recreational use of rijht-ot-way purchased ny DOT for
future transportation use 1s a visible means of giving the
public a return on their i1nvestment until i1ntensive
transportatinn development 1s timely. The acquisition of rail
right-of-way by DNR will pravide for permanent recreational
trails for public use.

B, Government:

The sam of $3,711,'51 would ke taken from the General Revenue
Fund to fund the first year of DNR's RTT pregram acquisition,
development, and administration. DNR has a need fnr three
positions to carry out the rails to trails section of the
tratls program. The cost for these positions 1s incluaed 1n
the general revenue apprupr:ation described above.

DOT will be required to worh closely with DNR on rail r.ght-of-
way abandonments, but this should not require additional staff.

COMMENTS :

The problems encountered 1n acquiring these rights-of-way include-
a) notire of upcoming abandonments 1s poor to non-existent, b)
title problems are complex, c) monies are not available tn acquire
in a time frame that meets the disposal needs of a railroad; and 4d)
agencies or groups who will maintain the property need to be

1dent 1f1ed.

DHR had requested $b 75 million for a first year appropriation on
the PTT program 1n theic budjet This would have been used to
acquire approximately 70 miles of right-uf-way This bill provides
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a $3.6 approptriation whith s intended tu te used for acquisition
and development and 3111,7%6l for new pusitions for the first year

[V. AMENDMENTS®

#1 by Transpottation:
Removes the provisions 1elatinyg to a specific appropriation

k2 by Transportation
Title amendment

toomn U LA sk
CODING: Words strickem are deletions; words underlined are additions
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*  amendment No. 02, taken up by _ommittee: 05-07/87 adopted X ¥
* Offered by Failed *
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SINATE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOXITTIL “ -

YEMORANDUX DATE: Aao~:1 ‘¢ Qg7

TO: Senatlor James A. Scott, Chairman D TE X
Senate Appropriations Commillee f@;agvg 5\1
20] Capitol K 'ﬁ ?’
Tallahassee, Florida 3239¢-1100 3

FROM:

SENATE TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE

Following is the information requested on Bill No. 7€

SUWroUARY OF BILL PURPOSES:

The bil11 authorizes the Department of Natural Resources to acquire and develop abandoned railroad rights-of-way
for use as recreational trajls. It specifies land acquisition procedures, authorizes the Board to accept
quitclaim deeds, grants DNR limited power of eminent dom2in to cure defects 1n title, and authorizes DNR to
transfer title to a local govermment. The bill managates couoperation and cocrdination betwsen DNR and tne
Department of Transportation in acquiring abandoned railroad rights-of-way. The bill authorizes the Division
of Recreation and Parks to establish a trails advisory council. ]t Jimits the liability of persons who make
certain lands availabie for recreation without charge. Further, the bfll appropriates $3.6 million to the

LATF to acquire abandoned railroad rights-of-way and $111,761 and 3 positions to DNR to implement the Act.

AGENCY REQUIREMENTS TO ADMINISTER TEE BILL PROVISIONS (EACH OF NEXT
TEREE TEARS), PERSONNEL AND FINANCIAL, AND SOURCE OF FUNDS:

The appropriations provisions of the bill miniymi2ze fiscal impact on the Department for tne 1987/86 fiscal year

in the next biennium, the staffing level specified 1n the birll should remain the same. I[f staff positions and
program monies aren't appropriated, the level of proqram activity specifiec 1n the b111 could not be accomplished
with current staffing and funding. Staff recommends that over the next two fiscal years, appropriations for

land acquisition and deveiopment be increased as follows. FY 1988/89 - $7.9 million, FY 1989/90 - $4.1

million.

AMOUNT AND DISPOSITIOK OF ANY ANTICIPATED REVENUZ COLLECTIONS (EACE OF
NZXT THREE TEZARS):  Not applicable.

EFFECT OF THE BILL ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIiTS OF THE STATE:
Thrs b111 does not negatively impact local governments. Jn fact, local governments stand to benefi1t from
the b111 in twe ways. First, as part of required program activities, staff will be able to provide local
governments with more complete and timely wnformation about opportunities to acgquire abandoned rarlroad
rights-of-way. Also, the bi111 authorizes DNR to transfer title of rights-of-way acquired under the raiis-
to-trajls program to local governments interestec n developing or operating them for recreational purposes.

OTEZR COMMENTS OR SUCCESTIONS CONCIRNINC THT BILL:

The need for legisiation authorizing a rails-to-trails program, funding for acquisition and development, and
revised land acquisition procedures was 1dentified in the report “Implementing 23 Rails~to-Trails Program

in Florida" submitted to the Governor and Cabinet by the Department i1n May, 198P Since tnat time, railc-
to~trails activities have been undertaken as a non-funded, non-staffed activity as the availability of staff
time permits,
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Nays—20

Mr. President  Girardeau Lehtinen Scott
Beard Hair Margohs Stuart
Brown Jenne Meek Thurman
Dudley Johnson Myers Weinstock
Frank Kirkpatrick Peterson Woodson

Amendment 1 was adopted

Senator Kirkpatrick moved the following amendment which was
adopted.

Amendment 2-—In title, on page 1, hines 1-29, strike all of said Lines
and insert: A bill to be entitled An act relating to saltwater fisheries,
amending s 370.01, F.S.; defining “restnicted species”; amending s.
37006, F.S, specifying persons who must have a saltwater products
license, requiring a restricted species endorsement on a saltwater prod-
ucts hicense, for certain purposes, providing restrictions on issuance of
such endorsement; providing exemptions; imiting persons to whom salt-
water products may be sold, prohibiting certain purchase of restricted
species, requuning a saltwater products hicense for certain harvest levels;
amending & 370 14, F S, providing a fee for certain harvest by any other
method; changing fee disposition, requiring a saltwater products license
for certain harvest of crawfish, authorizing the Department of Nutural
Resources to implement a trap retrieval program; providing a retrieval
fee, conditioning renewal of a trap number upon payment of such fees,
providing for waiver under certain circumstances, amending s 370.021,
F S, authorizing the Department of Natural Resources to assess civil
penalties, for the unintentional killing of certain protected species of fish
during legal fishing operations; providing for the collection of civil penal-
ties, authorizing License suspension for nonpayment; providing for admin-
istrative hearings, providing the amount of such civil penalties, providing
that such civil penalties be deposited into the Marine Biological Research
Trust Fund, providing that this act does not affect the scheduled repeal
of certain provisions of the Florida Statutes or Laws of Florida, providing
an effective date

On motion by Senator Kirkpatrick, by two-thirds vote CS for CS for
SB 392 as amended was read the third time by title, passed, ordered
engrossed and then certified to the House The vote on passage was:

Yeas—30

Mr President  Gnizzle Maichon Stuart
Barron Hill Margolis Thomas
Beard Jenne Meek Thurman
Brown Johnson Myers Weinstein
Crenshaw Kirkpatrick Peterson Wernstock
Dudley Kiser Plummer Woodson
Frank Langley Ros-Lehtinen

Gordon Lehtinen Scott

Nays—3

Childers, W D Hollingsworth ~ McPherson

Vote after roll call*
Yea—Jennings
Yea to Nay—Barron

On motions by Senator Kirkpatrick, by two-thirds vote CS for HB 763
was withdrawn from the Committees on Natural Resources and Conser-
vation, Finance, Taxation and Claims, and Appropriations

On motion by Senator Kirkpatrick—

CS for HB 763—A hill to be entitled An act relating to alligators;
amending s 372 664, F S, providing an exception to state law relative to
prima facie evidence of intent to violate laws protecting alligavors; creat-
mgs 3726671, F.S, providing definitions, creating s 372 6672. F S, pro-
viding for the authority of the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
with respect to an alligator management and trapping program, prombit-
Ing acts constituting a conflict of interest, requiring notice of state-
sanctioned sales, authorizing marketing of certain alligator hides or prod-
ucts, creating s 3728673, F S, prohibiting the 1ssuance of certain licenses
for persons convicted of certain violations, providing for trapping licenses
for the taking or possession of alligators, providing fees, creating s
3726674, F S, providing for required tagging of alligators and alligator
hides. providing for fees and revenues. creating s. 372.6676, F S, provid-
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ing for alligator study requirements, amending s 372 6645, F.S, relating
to the License required to sell alligator products, providing an appropria-
tions, providing an effective date

—a compan:ion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 486 and read
the second time by title On motion by Senator Kirkpatrick, by two-
thirds vote CS for HB 763 was read the third time by title, passed and
certified to the House The vote on passage was:

Yeas—38

Mr President  Frank Kiser Roa-Lehtinen
Barron Girardeau Langley Scott
Beard Gordon Lehtinen Stuart
Brown Grant Malchon Thomas
Childers, D Grizzle Margohs Thurman
Chiiders, W D, Hill McPherson Weinstein
Crawford Hollingsworth Meek Weinstock
Crenshaw Jenne Myers Woodson
Deratany Johnson Peterson

Dudley Kirkpatrick Plummer

Nays—None

Vote after roll call
Yea—Jennings
CS for SB 486 was laid on the table

On motion by Senator Scott, the rules were waived and the Senate
reverted to—

MOTIONS RELATING TO COMMITTEE REFERENCE

On motions by Senator Scott, by two-thirds vote Senate Biils 1129 and
595 and CS for SB 421 were withdrawn from the Cormmittee on Appropri-
ations

On motions by Senator Kiser, by two-thirds vote CS for HB 226 was
withdrawn from the Committee on Finance, Taxation and Claims and by
two-thirds vote placed on the special order calendar.

SPECIAL ORDER, continued
—" - T

- CS for SB 778~A bill to be entitled An act relating to recreational
mo 012, F.S ; proniding legislative intent; amending s
260 013, F S, providing a definition; creating s 2600141, F S ; establish-
mg the Florida Rails to Trais Program; amending s 260 015, F.S., pre-
scribing powers of the Department of Natural Resources with respect to
certamn land acquisition, authorizing the Board of Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Trust Fund to accept utle to abandoned railroad
rights-of-w ay, as specified, amending s 260 016, F.S ; providing powers of
the Division of Recreation and Parks, providing for appointment of the
Florida Recreational Trails Council, providing for reimbursement, creat-
mgs 2600161, F S; providing for duties of the Department of Transpor-
tation and for covrdination between that department and the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, requiring a memorandum of understanding;
providing guidelines for leasing rights-of-way to a public agency or a pni-
vate organization for use as & public recreational irail, amending s
375251, F S, providing for certain himitations on lability, providing for
future repeal and review of the council, providing an appropriation; pro-
wviding an effective date

—was read the second time by title

The Commuttee on Transportation recommended the following amend-
ments which were moved by Senator Kirkpatrizh and adopted

Amendment I—®n page 10. lines 7-17, strike all of said lines and
Insert

(Renumber subsequent sections )

Amendment 2—In utle, on page 1, line 28, strike “providing an
appropriation”

On motion by Senator Kirkpatrick, by two-thirds vote CS for SB 778
as amendea was read the third ume by title, passed, ordered engrossed
and then cert:ified to the House The vote on passage was
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Yeas—34

Mr President  Dudley Kirkpatrnick Ros-Lehtinen
Barron Frank Kiser Scott
Beard Girardeau Lehtinen Stuart
Brown Gordon Malchon Thomas
Chiiders, D Gnazzle Margolis Thurman
Childers, W D Hair McPherson Weinstein
Crawford Holhingsworth ~ Meek Woedson
Crenshaw Jenne Myers

Deratany Johnaon Plummer

Nays—None

Vote after roll call.
Yea—Jenmngs

On motions by Senator Plummer, by two-thirds vote CS for HB 562
was withdrawn from the Committees on Natural Resources and Conser-
vation and Appropriations.

On motion by Senator Plummer—

CS for HB 562—A bull to be entitled An act relating to natural
resources; creating the “Florida Area of Cntical State Concern Restora-
tion Trust Fund Act”, providing definitions; providing legislative findings
and purposes, creating the Florida Area of Critical State Concern Resto-
ration Trust Fund in the Department of Natural Resources and providing
for deposit of certarn damages recovered by the state therein, prescribing
purposes and procedures for expenditures from the fund, repealing s
370.116, F S, relating to the Coral Reefs Restoration Trust Fund, provid-
ing for the transfer of unencumbered funds into the Florida Area of Criti-
cal State Concern Trust Fund, providing an effective date

—a companion measure, was substituted for SB 857 and read the
second time by title On motion by Senator Plummer, by two-thirds vote
CS for HB 562 was read the third time by title, passed and certified to
the House. The vote on pasaage was:

Yeas—34

Mr President  Frank Kirkpatrick Ros-Lehtinen
Barron Girardeau Krser Scott
Beard Gordon Langley Stuart
Bresm Grant Lehtinen Thurman
Childers, D Grizzle Malchon Weinstein
Childers, W D Hair Margolis Wernstock
Crenshaw Hill Meek Woodscn
Deratany Hollingsworth ~ Peterson

Dudley Jenne Plummer

Nays—None

Vote after rol! call
Yea—Jennoings
SB 857 was laid on the table.

On motions by Senator McPherson, by two-thirds vote CS for HB 537
was withdrawn from the Committees on Natural Resources and Conser-
vation. and Appropriations.

On motion by Senator McPherson—

CS for HB 537—A bill to be entitled An act relating to reguiation of
ol and gas resources, amending s 377 22, F.S.; proniding for forms of
secunty other than a bond as a condition to perform certain activities;
creating s. 377.2409, F S, requiring that information about geophysical
activities be furnished to the Division of Resource Management of the
Department of Natural Resources; providing for confidentiality of infor-
mation, providing penaity for wrongful disclosure; amending s 377.24,
F S, changing fee-setting standerds; requiring division approval for
abandonment of wells; amending s 377.2424, F S, providing for confi-
dentiality of permit information given to counties and municipalities, for
which there are penalties for fmlure to comply, providing an effective
date.

—a companion measure, was subatituted for CS for SB 563 and read
the second time by title On motion by Senator McPherson, by two-thirds
vote CS for HB 537 was read the third tume by title, passed and certified
to the House The vot¢ on passage was
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Yeas—37
Mr President  Girardeau Kiser Ros-Lehtinen
Barron Gordon Langley Scott
Beard Grant Lehtinen Stuart
Brown Grizzie Malichon Thurman
Childers, D. Har Margolis Weinstein
Childers, W D Halt McPherson Weinstock
Crenshaw Hollingsworth ~ Meek Woodson
Deratany Jenne Myers
Dudley Johnson Peterson
Frank Kirkpatrick Plummer
Nays--None

Vote after roll cali
Yea-—Jennings
CS for SB 563 was laid on the table

SB 273—A bill to be entitled An act relating to motorcycle riders;
amending s. 316 211, F S , exempting persons of a specified age from cer-
tain safety equupment requirements, providing an effective date

—was read the second time by title On motion by Senator Hill, by
two-thirds vote SB 273 was read the third time by title, passed and certi-
fied to the House The vote on passage was-

Yeas—23

Mr President Girardeau Kiser Myers
Barron Grant Langley Peterson
Childers, W D Harr Lehtinen Plummer
Crenshaw Hill Margolis Scott
Dudley Holingsworth  McPherson Thurman
Frank Johnson Meek

Nays—11

Brown Grizzle Ros-Lehtinen Weinstock
Childers, D Jenne Stuart Woodson
Gordon Malchon Weinstein

Consideration of CS for SB 663 was deferred.

On motions by Senator McPherson, by two-thirds vote HB 1471 was
withdrawn from the Committees on Natural Resources and Conservation,
Finance, Taxstion and Claims, and Appropriations.

On motion by Senator McPherson—

HB 1471—A bill to be entitled An act relating to vessels, amending
s 328 03, F S ; providing for an additional fee for late title transfer appii-
cation, amending s 328 11, F.S, increasing fee for 1ssuing a duplicate title
certificate, providing for expedited service for issuing a duplicate title
certificate; providing an effective date

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 110 and read
the second time by title. On motion by Senator McPherson, by two-thirds
vote HB 1471 was read the third time by title, passed and certified to the
House The vote on passage was.

Yeas—34

Mzr. President  Dudley Johnson Ros-Lehtinen
Barron Frank Kirkpatrick Scott
Beard Girardeau Kiser Stuart
Brown Gordon Langiey Thomas
Childers, D Grant Lehtinen Weinstein
Childers, W D Hair Malchon Weinstock
Crawford Hill Margolis Woodson
Crenshaw Hollingsworth  McPherson

Deratany Jenne Myers

Nays—None

Vote after roll call.
Yea—Jennings, Meek, Paterson, Thurman
CS for SB 110 was laid on the table

On motions by Senator Kiser, by two-thirds vote CS for CS for HB 279
was withdrawn from the Committees on Transportation, Finance, Taxa-
tion and Claims; and Approprniations.
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By the Committee on Natural Re.ources and Representative Martin

his publication wes produced at an average cost of 1 5 cents per
single page 1n compliance with the Rules and for the {nformation

0f members of the Legistature and the pubiic
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1 A bi1ll to be ent:itled

2 An act relating to the recreational trails

3 system; amending $. 260.012, F.S.; providing

4 legislative intent to provide for the

5 acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-way

6 for use as recreational trails; amending s.

7 260.013, F.S.:; providing a definition; creating

8 s. 260.0141, F.S.; providang for a Florida

9 Rails to Tralls Program; amending s. 260.015,
10 F.S., providing for the authority of the
11 Department of Natural Resources to acquire land
12 under the Florida Recreational Trails Act of
13 1979; providing for the powers of the Board of
14 Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
15 for the purposes of the Flor:da Rails to Trails
16 Program, amending s. 260.016, F.S.; providing
17 for the powers and duties of the Division of
18 Recreat:ion and Parks under the act; providing
19 for the appointment of an advisory body known
20 as the Florida Recreational Trails Council;
21 creating s. 260.0161, F.S.; providing for the
22 responsibilities of the Department of
23 Transportation with respect to abandoned and
24 to-be~abandoned railroad rights-of-way and with
25 respect to the act: amending s. 375.251, F.S.,
26 relating to the limitation on liability of
27 persons making available to the public areas
28 for recreat:onal purposes, to include reference
29 to land; providing appropr:iations, providing
30 for review and repeal; providing an effective
31 date.
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WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes the importance of
providing the public with access to Flocida's outdoor areas
for recreation, enjoyment, and appreciation, and

WHEREAS, 1t 1s the Legislature's intent to conserve and
develop the natural resources of this state for healthful and
recreational purposes, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that Florida's
recreational trails accommodate a variety of outdoor
activities, including walking, hiking, bicycling, 3jogging,
canoeing, and horseback riding, while also providing access to
other recreational activities such as sightseeing, fishing,
picnicking, swimming, and camping, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature has, 1n chapter 260, Florida
Statutes, declared 1t to be the public policy of this state to
provide the means to establish and expand a network of scenic
recreational trails known as the “Florida Recreational Trails
System,"” and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that abandoned railroad
rights~of-way are a unique source of land corridors which are,
1n many cases, suitable for use as recreational trails, and

WHEREAS, railroad rights-of-way are being abandoned at
a high rate and are often sold in segments, thereby
fragmenting the original corridors and leaving unconnected
segments which are unsuitable for acquisition for recreational
trail use, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that the preservation of
abandoned rail corridors for development and use as
recreational trails is in the public interest, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that a systematic and

continuing statewide program of acquiring abandoned railroad

2

1.23

1.29

1.31

1.32

words underlined are additions.
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1| rights-of-way 1s needed to preserve this unique and 1.33
2| 1crreplaceable scurce of recreational trails, NOW, THEREFORE, 1.34
3

4] Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Floraida: l:enc
S

6 Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 260.012, Florida 1.34
7| Statutes, 1s amended to read:

3 260.012 Declaration of policy and legislative 1.34
9| intent.--
10 (2) It 1s the i1ntent of the Legislature that 1.35
11| recreational trails be established within and without 1.36
12| boundaries of state parks and state forests and, when 1.37
13| feasible, to interconnect units of the state park and forest 1.38
14| system, as well as national forests and parks and such locally [1.39
15| maintained parks as may be appropriate. It 18 also the intent [1.40
16f of the Legislature to perpetuate the use of and provide access
17| to regions and trails of special historic interest within the 1.42
18| state; to provide for the acquisition of abandoned railroad
19| rights-of-way for use as public recreational trails, to 1.43
20| encourage the multiple use of public rights-cf-way and use to 1,44
21| the fullest extent existing and future scenic roads, highways, [1.46
22| park roads, parkways, and national recreational trails, to
23| encourage the development of recreational trails by counties, 1.48
24| cities, and special districts and to assist in such
25| development by any means available; to coordinate recreational [1.49
26| trail plans and development by local governments with one 1,50
27| another and with the state government and Federal Government; 1.51
28| and to encourage, whenever possible, the development of 1.52
29| recreational trails on federal lands by the Federal 1,53
30| Government.

31

3
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Section 2. Subsection (5) 1s added to section 260 013,
Florida Statutes, to read:

260.013 Definitions.--As used in ss. 260.011-260 D18,
unless the context otherwise requires.

{(5) "“Board" means the Board of Trustees of the

Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

Section 3. Section 260.014l, Florida Statutes, 1s
created to read:

260.0141 Florida Rails to Trails Program.--There 1s

established within the Florida Recreational Trails System the

Florida Rails to Trails Program, the purpose of whaich 1s to

acquire and develop abandoned railroad rights-of-way for

public recreational trail use. Such rights-of-way shall be

acquired pursuwant to this chapter.

Section 4. Section 260.015, Florida Statutes, 1s
amended to read:

260.015 Acgquisition of land.--

{1) The department drvrsren 1s authorized to acquire
by gi1ft or purchase the fee simple absolute title or any
lesser interest in land, including easements, for the purposes
of ss. 260.011-260.018 pursuant to the provisions of chapter
375, except that: ne-power-of-eminent-domarn-rs-conveyed-to
the-divisron-by-33--260-0:1-266-028+

(@) The department's power of eminent domain shall be

limited to curing defects in title accepted by the board

pursuant to subsection (2).

(b) Lists of proposed acquisitions for the Florida

Rails to Trails Program shall be prepared according to the

provisions of s. 260.016

fc) Abandoned railroad rights-of-way acquired undetr

this chapter shall not be subject to the evaluation and

4
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1.78

CODING: Words strrcken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

195-394B-4-7

selection procedures of s. 259.035, regardless of the

estimated value of such projects. All abandoned railroad

raghts-of-way projects shall be acquired 1n accordance with

the acquisition procedures of chapter 253.

{2) For purposes of the Florida Rails to Trails

Program, the board 1s authorized to:

{a) Accept title, including nonmarketable title

notwithstanding the provisions of s. 253.025(6), to abandoned

railroad rights-of-way purchased or leased by or donated to

the department, and to any areas abutting such rights-of-way

which are needed for the construction of trail-user support

facilities; and

(b) Accept title to abandoned railroad rights-of-way

which 1s conveyed by qu:itclaim deed through purchase,

dedication, gift, grant, or settlement, notwithstanding the

provisions of s. 253.025{1).

{3)t2% Easements and rights-of-way upon, over, under,
across, or along any land, the fee title of which has been
acquired for the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018, may be
granted by the department drvzs:on so long as the use 25
permstted-by the easement or right-of-way does not interfere
with the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018.

{4)%3%+ The department drvisten may transfer any

recreational trail, or easement, or right-of-way to a local

governmental agency having jurisdiction over the area in which

the recreational trail, easement, or right-of-way 18 located

upon agreement by such local agency to maintain and operate

the recreational trail, easement, or right-of-way for

recreational purposes in a manner consistent with department

rules and the intent of ss. 260.011-260.018.

5
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Section 5. Section 260.016, Florida Statutes, 1s
amended to read:

260.016 General powers of Division of Recreation and
Parks.--

(1) The Division of Recreation and Parks may:

{a)t¥y Publish and distribute appropriate maps of
recreational trails, including recommended extensions thereof.

{b)¢t29 Establish access routes and related prim:tzve
public-use facilities along recreational trails which will not
substantially interfere with the nature and purposes of the
trail.

(c)t3¥ Promulgate appropriate rules for the use of
recreational trails.

(d}+4y Coordinate the activities of all goveramental
units and bodies and special districts that desire to
participate i1n the development of the Florida Recreational
Trails System,

(e) Appoint an advisory body to be known as the

Florida Recreational Trails Council, which shall advise the

division in the execution of 1ts powers and duties within this

Cchapter. The division shall establish by rule the duties,

structure, and responsibilities of the council. Members of

the Florida Recreational Trails Counc:il shall serve without

compensation, but are entitled to be reimbursed for per diem

and travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061.

(2) The Division of Recreation and Parks shall:

(a) Evaluate existing and potential abandoned railroad

rights-of-way to i1dentify the cocridors which are suitable for

acquisition for recreational trail use and shall comprise a

list of suitable corridors, ranking them in order of priority

for proposed acguisition, The division shall devise a method

6
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of evaluation which includes, but is not limited to, the

consideration of:

1. Current and future recreational need;

2. Potential for local sharing 1n the acquisition,

development, operation, or mainteénance of abandoned rail

corridors;

3. Acguisition, development, operation, and

maintenance costs; and

4 Time of availability of rights-of-way.

{(b) Maantain an updated list of abandoned and to-be-

abandoned railroad rights-of-way. The division shall request

informaticn on current and potential railroad abandonments

from the Department of Transportation, the Interstate Commerce

Commission, and railroad compan:ies operating within the state.

At a mimimum, the division shall make such reguests on a

quarterly basis

(c) Provide i1nformation to public and private agencies

and organizations on abandoned rail corridors which are or

will be available for acguisition from the railroads or for

lease for interim recreational use from the Department of

Trangportation., Such information shall include, at a minimum,

probable costs of purchase or lease of the identified

corradors.
Section 6. Section 260.0161, Florida Statutes, 1s
created to read:

260.0161 Coordination with Department of

Transportation.--

(1) Upon the request of the Department of Natural

Resources, the Department of Transportation shall provide

information to the Department of Natural Resources on

abandoned and to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-way.

7
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{(2) The Department of Transportation_and the

Department of Natural Resources shall coordinate thear

evaluations of potential acquisitions and their acquisition

priorities with respect to abandoned railroad rights-of-way ain

order to _avoid competing for the same corridors. The

Department of Natural Resources and the Department of

Transportation shall enter into a_memorandum of understanding

which shall contain a method by which the coordination of

evaluations and acgquisition priorities 1s to be accomplished.

The memorandum of understanding shall be submitted to the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President of the

Senate, and the Governor within 120 days of the effective date

of this act.

{3) Where the Department of Transportation has

acguired abandoned railroad rights-of-way for future

fransportation purposes. the Department of Transportation

shall lease such rights-of-way to a public agency or private

organization for interim public recreational trail use when:

(a) The public agency or private organization_has

requested use of the right-of-way for intecim public

recreational trail use;

(b) The public agency or private organization agrees

in writing to assume all liability and management

responsibilities as defined by the Department of

Trensportation; and

(c) The use of the right-of-way as a recreatianal

trail does not interfere with the property's ultimate

transportation purposes.

(4) When the Department of Transportation determines

that an abandoned railroad right-of-way which has been leased

for interim recreational trail use 1s needed for

8
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transportaticn purposes, tne Department of Transportation

shall work with the leasing agency to accommodate, wtren

feasible, the existing trail use in conjunction with the use

of the right-of-way for transportation.

Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 375.251, Floraida
Stacutes, 1s amerded to read

375 251 Limitazizn >n .:ab.lity of persons wvak.ng
avallable to public certain areas for recreational purposes
without charge =--

(2)(a} An owner or lessee wno provides the public with
a park area or other land for outdoor recreational purposes
owes no duty of care to keep that park area or land safe for
entry or use by others, or to give warning to persons entering
or going on that park area or land of any hazardous
conditions, structures, or activities thereon. An owner or
lessee who provides the public with a park area or cther land
for outdoor recreational purposes shall not by providing that
park area or land

1. Be presumed to extend any assurance that such park
area or land 1s safe for any purpose,

2 Incur any duty of care toward a person who goes on
that park area or land, or

3. Become liable or respcnsible for any injury to
persons or property caused by the act ot omission uf a1 perscn
who goes on that park area or land.

(b) This section shall rot apply 1f tnere is any
charge made or usually made for entering or using such park
area or land, or any part thereof, or 1f any commercial or

other activaty, whereby profit 1s derived from the patronage

of the general public, for-profse 1s conducted on such park

area or land, or any part tnereof

9
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Section 8. (1) There 1s hereby appropriated from the

General Revenue Fund for fiscal year 1987-1988 the sum of §3.6

million to be credited to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for

disbursement by the Department of Natural Resources for the

purposes of this act.

(2) The sum of S1i1,761 1s hereby appropriated from

the General Revenue fund to the Department of Natural

Resources, and one Planner II position, one Land Acquisition

Agent position, and one Secretary Specialist position_are

hereby created within the Division of Recreat:ion and Parks of

the department, to carry out the purposes of this act.

Section 9. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section

260.016, Florida Statutes, i1s repealed on October 1, 1997, and

the Florida Recreational Trails Council shall be reviewed by

the Legislature pursuant to s. 11.611, Florida Statutes.

Section 10. This act shall take effect July 1, 1987.

RARRRARR AR R AR AR A AN RN AR A RN AR RN AR R AN RN AN AR
HOUSE SUMMARY

Revises the Florida Recreational Trails Act of 1979 to
create a Florida Rails to Trails Program and to provide
for the acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-way
for use as public recreational trails. See bill for
details.

10
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8y the Committees on Appropriations and Natural Resources and
Representatives Martin and Wallace

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the recreational trails
system; amending s. 260.012, P.S.; providing
lagislative intent to provide for the
acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-way
for use as recreational trails; amending s.

260.013, r.S.; providing a defiaition; creating

s. 260.0141, P.S.; provliding for a rlorida

W B N e N AW N -

Rails to Trails Program; amendiang s. 260.015,

-
(-]

P.S.; providing for the authority of the

-
-

Department of Natural Resources to acquire land

S0

&
£
v
E:} 12 under the Florida Recreational Trails Act of
§§§ 13 1979; providing for the powers of the Board of
;lgg 14 Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
;;—_E 15 for the purposes of the Florida Rails to Trails
‘:g 16 Program; amending s. 260.016, F.S.; providing
§§§ 17 for the powers and duties of the Division of
gog 18 Recreation and Parks under the act; providing
3;': 19 for the appointment of an advisory body known
Ei 20 as the Florida Recreational Trails Council;
“.?u- 21 creating s. 260.0161, PF.S.; providing for the
22 responsibilities of the Department of
23 Transportation with respect to abandoned and
24 to-be-abandoned raiiroad rights-of-way and with
25 respect to the act; amending s. 375.251, F.S.,
26 relating to the limitation on liability of
27 persons making available to the public areas
20 for recreational purposes, to include reference
29 to land; providing for review and repeal;
30 providing an effective date.
31
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WEEREAS, the Legislature recognizes the importance of
providing the public with access to Florida's outdoor areas
for recreation, enjoyment, and appreciation, and

WEEREAS, it is the Leglslature's intent to consecrve and
develop the natural resources of this state for healthful and
recreational purposes, and

WKEREAS, the Legislature finds that Florida's
recreational trails accommodate a variety of outdoor
activities, including walking, hiking, bicycling, jogging,
canoeing, and horseback riding, while also providing access to
other recreational activities such as sightseeing, fishing,
picnicking, swimming, and camping, and

WEEREAS, the Legislature has, in chapter 260, Florida
Statutes, declared it to be the public policy of this state to
provide the means to establish and expand a network of scenic
recreational trails known as the “rlorida Recreational Trails
System,* and

WHEREAS, the Legislature f£inds that abandoned railroad
rights-of-way are a unique source of land corridors which are,
in many cases, suitable for use as recreational trails, and

WHEREAS, railroad rights-of-way are being abandoned at
a high rate and are often sold in segments, thereby
fragmenting the original corridors and leaving unconnected
segments which are unsuitable for acquisition for reccreational
trail use, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that the preservation of
abandoned rail corridors for development and use as
recreational trails is in the public interest, and

WHEEREAS, the Legislature finds that a systematic and

continuing statewide program of acquiring abandoned raiiroad

2
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rights-of-way is needed to preserve this unique and

irreplaceable source of recreational tralils, NOW, TEEREZFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legialature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 260.012, Plorida
Statutes, 13 amended to read:

260.012 Declaration of policy and legislative
intent.—-

(2) 1t is the intent of the Legislature that
recreational trails be established within and without
boundaries of state parks and state forests and, when
feasible, to interconnect units of the state park and forest
system, as well as national foreats and parks and such locally
maintained parks as may be appropriate. It is also the intent
of the Legislature to perpetuate the use of and provide access
to regions and trails of special historic interest within the
state; to provide for the acquisition of abandoned railroad

rights-of-way for use as public recreational trails; to
encourage the multiple use of public rights-of-way and use to

the fullest extent existing and future scenic roads, highways,
park roads, parkways, and national recreational trails; to
encourage the development of recreational trails by counties,
cities, and special districts and to assist in such
development by any means available:; to coordinate recreational
trail plans and development by local governments with one
another and with the state government and Federal Government;
and to encourage, whenever possible, the development of
recreational trails on federal lands by the rederal

Government.
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Section 2. &ubsection (5) is added to section 260.013,
Florida Statutes, to read:

260.013 Definitions.--As used in ss. 260.011-260.018,
unless the context otherwise requires:

{S) "Board® means the Board of Trustees of the

Internal Impsovement Trust Fund.

Section 3. Section 260.0141, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

260.0141 Florida Rarls to Trails Program.--There is

established within the Florida Recreational Trails System the

Florida Rails tc Trails Pragram, the purpose of which is to
acquicre and-develcp abandoned raiiroad rights-of-way for
public recreational trai} use. Such rights-of-way shall be

acquired-puesuant to this chggeo:f

Section 4. Section 260.01%, Florida Statutes, is
amended to cead:

260.015- Acquisition of land.--

(1} The department divisten is authorized to acquire
by gift-or purchase the .fee simple absolute title or any
lesser interest in land; including easements, for the purposes
of ss+ 260.011-260.:038 pursuant to the provisions of chapter
375, except that: ne-power-cf-eminent-demein-ieo-conveyed-to
che-divisson-by-sar~-260r822~260+028r

{a) .The department‘'s pover of eminent domain shall be
limited to curing defects in title accepted by the board
pursuant to subsection (2).

{b} Lists of proposed acquisitions for the Florida
Rails to Trails Program shall be prepared according te the

provisions of s. 260.016.
{c) Abandoned railroad rights-of-way acquired under

this chapter shall not be subject to the evaluation and
4
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selection procedures of s. 25%.035, regardless of the

estimated value of such projects. All abandoned railroad
rights~of-way projects shall be acquired in accordance with
the acquisition procedures of chapter 253.

{2) Fror purposes of the Plorida Rails to Trails
Program, the board is authorized to:

(a) Accept title, including nonmarketable title
notwithstanding the provisions of s. 253.025(6), to abandoned

railroad rights-of-way purchased or leased by or donated to

the department, and to any areas abutting such rights-of-way
wvhich are needed for the construction of trail-user support

facilities; and
(b) Accept title to abandoned railroad rights-of-way

which is conveyed by quitclaim deed through purchase,
dedication, gift, grant, or settlement, notwithstanding the

provisions of s. 253.025(1).

{3}¢2) Easements and rights-of-way upon, over, under,
across, or along any land, the fee title of which has been
acquired for the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018, may be
granted by the department divisioen so long as the use of
peraitted-by the easement or right-of-way does not interfece
with the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018.

(4)¢3+ The department divisien may transfer any

recreational trail, or easement, or right-of-way to a local

governmental agency having jurisdiction over the area in which

the recreational trail, easement, or right-of-way is located

upon agreement by such local agency to maintain and operate

the recreational trail, easement, or right-of-way for

recreational purposes in a manner consistent with department

rules and the intent of ss, 260.011-260.018.

5

1.79
l.80

1.81
1.83
1.84
1:1lus

.2

2.4
2.5
2.6
1:1lus
2.7
2.8

2.11
l:los
1:lus
2.14
lilus
2.18
2.19
2.21
2,22
2.24
2.26
2.27

?001“6: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



$ B N &6 ' s w N =

W W NN RNNN NN NN R e ke e e
P O B @ N0 N e W N O VW B N e e W N D

187~478-5-7

Section 5. Section 260.016, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

260.016 General powers of Division of Recreation and
Parks,--

(1) The Division of Recreation and Parks may:

(a)¢y Publish and distribute appropriate maps of
recreatignal trails, including recommended extensions thereof.

(b)t2} Establish access routes and related primitive
public-use. facilities along recreational trails which will not
substantially interfere with the nature and purposes of the
trail.

(c)¢3) Proaulgate appropriate rules for the use of
recfeational trails.

{8)t4) Coordinate the activities of all governmental
units and bodles and special districts that desire to
participate in the development of the Florida Recreational
Tralls Systes.

(e) Appoint an advisory body to be known as the
Florida Recreational Trails Council, which shall advise the

division in the execution of its powers and duties within this

chapter. The division shall establish by rule the duties,

r re, and responsibilities of the council. HMembers of

the Florida Recreational Trails Council shall sgerve without

naation, byt are entitled to be reimbursed for r diem

travel expenses as provided i 112,061,

4£2) The Division of Recreation and Parks shall:

(8) :Byalyate existing and potential abandoned raiiroad

list of suitable corridors, ranking them in order of priority

gor proposed acquisition. The division shall devise a method
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of evaluation which includes, but is not limited to, the

consideration of:

1. Current and future recreational need;

2. Potential for local sharing in the acquisition,
development, operation, or maintenance of abandoned rail
gorridors)

3. Acquisition, development, operation, and

mainten costs; and

4. Time of availability of rights-of-way.

{b) Haintain an updated list of abandoned and to-be-

abandoned railroad rights-of-way. The division shall request

information on current and potential railroad abandoaments
from the Department of Transportation, the Interstate Commerce
Cosmission, and railroad companies operating within the state.
At a minimum, the division shall make such requests on a

quarterly basis.
tc) Provide information to public and pri

and organizations on_abandoned rail corridors which are or

will be available for acquisition from the railroads or for

lease for interim recreational use from the Department of

Transportation. Such information shall include, at a minimuym,

probable costs of purchase or lease of th

corridors.

Section 6. Section 260.0161, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

260.0161 Coordination with Department of
Transportation.--

1) n_the request of the rtment of 1

Resources, the Department of Transportation shall provide
information to the Department of Natural Regources on

abandoned and to-be-aband ) =of-way.
7
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{(2) The Departmeént of Transportation and the

Department of Natural Resources shall coordinate their
evaluations of potential acquisitions and their acquisition

priorities with respect to abandoned railroad rights-of-way in

order to avoid competing for the same corridors. The
Department of Matural Resources and the Department of

Transportation shall enter into a amemorandum of understanding

wvhich shall contain a method by which the coordination of
evaluations and acquisition priorities is to be accomplished.

W 8 N B e W N
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o

The memorandum of understanding shall be submitted to the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President of the

[
=

[
»

Senate, and the Governor within 120 days of the effective date
of this act.

-
a W

(3) Where the Department of Transportation has
acquired abandoned railroad rights-of-way for future
transportation purposes, the Department of Transportation
shall lease such rights-of-~way to a public agency or private
organization for interim public recreational trail use when:

(a) 7The public agency or private organization has
requested use of the right-of-way for interam public
recreational trall use;

(b} The public agency or private organization agrees
in writing to assume all liability and management
responsibilities as defined by the Department of
Transportation; and

{c) The use of the right-of-way as a recreational

) o ]
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trail does not interfere with the property'’'s ultimate
transportation purposes.

{4) Hhen the Department of Transportation determines
that an abandoned railroad right-of-way which has been leased
for interim recreational trail use is needed for

N N
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transportation purposes, the Department of Transportation

shall work with the leasing agency to accommodate, when

feasible, the existing trail use in conjunction with the use

of the right-of-way for transportation.

Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 375.251, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

375.251 Limitation on liability of persons making
available to public certain areas for recreational purposes
without charge.-~

{2)¢a) An owner or lessee who provides the public with
a park area or other land for outdoor recreational purposes
owes no duty of care to keep that park area or land safe for
entry or use by others, or to give warning to persons entering
or going on that park area or land of any hazardous
conditions, structures, or activities thereon. An owner or
lessee who provides the public with a park area or other land
for outdoor recreational purposes shall not by providing that
park area or land:

1. Be presumed to extend any aasurance that such park
area or land is safe for any purpose,

2. Incur any duty of care toward a person who goes on
that park area or land, or

3. Become liable or responsible for any injury to
persons or property caused by the act or omission of a person
who goes on that park area or land.

{b} This section shall not apply if there is any
charge made or usually made for entering or using such park
area or land, or any part thereof, or if any commercial or

other activity, whereby profit is derived from the patronage

of the general public, for-prefit is conducted on such park

area or land, or any part thereof.
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Section 8. ragra e) of ction (1) of secti

260.016, Ploridg Statutes, is repealed on October 1, 1997, and
| the Florida Recreational Trails Council shall de reviewed by

the Legislature pursuant to s. 11.611, Plorida Statutes.

Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 1987,
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the recreational trails
system; amending s. 260.012, F.S.; providing
legislative intent to provide for the
acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-way
for use as recreational trails; amending s.
260.013, F.S.; providing a definition; creating

s. 260.0141, F.S.; providing for a

Rails to Trails Program; amendi 260.015,
F.S.; providing for the authqtfe§~of the
-/'

Department of Natural Rgsgsgtés to acquire land
AN

under the Florida Re .‘\%ional Trails Act of
\‘s ‘

1979; providing e powers of the Board of
Trustees of thektnternal Improvement Trust Fund
for the purposes of the Florida Rails to Trails
Program; amending s. 260.016, F.S.; providing
for the powers and duties of the Division of
Recreation and Parks under the act; providing
for the appointment of an advisory body known
as the Florida Recreational Trails Council;
creating s. 260.0161, F.S.; providing for the
responsibilities of the Department of
Transportation with respect to abandoned and
to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-way andlwith
respect to the act; amending s. 375.251, F.S.,
relating to the limitation on liability of
persons making available to the public areas
for recreational purposes, to include reference
to land; providing appropriations; providing
for review and repeal; providing an effective
date.
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WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes the importance of
providing the public with access to Florida‘'s outdoor areas
for recreation, enjoyment, and appreciation, and

WHEREAS, it 1s the Legislature's intent to conserve and
develop the natural resources of this state for healthful and
recreational purposes, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that Florida's
recreational trails accommodate a variety of outdoor
activities, including walking, hiking, bicycling, jogging,
canoeing, and horseback riding, while also providing access to
other recreational activities such as sightseeing, fishing,
picnicking, swimming, and camping, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature has, in chapter 260, Florida
Statutes, declared it to be the public policy of this state to
provide the means to establish and expand a network of scenic
recreational trails known as the "Florida Recreational Trails
System," and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that abandoned railroad
rights-~of-way are a unique source of land corridors which are,
in many cases, suitable for use as recreational trails, and

WHEREAS, railroad rights-of-way are being abandoned at
a high rate and are often sold i1in segments, thereby
fragmenting the original corridors and leaving unconnected
segments which are unsuitable for acquisition for'recreational
trail use, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that the preservation of
abandoned rail corridors for development and use as
recreational trails is in the public interest, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that a systematic and

continuing statewide program of acquiring abandoned railroad

2
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rights-of-way is needed to preserve this unique and

irreplaceable source of recreational trails, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Floraida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 260.012, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

260.012 Declaration of policy and legislative
intent.--

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that
recreational trails be established within and without
boundaries of state parks and state forests and, when
feasible, to interconnect units of the state park and forest
system, as well as national forests and parks and such locally
maintained parks as may be appropriate. It is also the intent
of the Legislature to perpetuate the use of and provide access
to regions and trails of special historic interest within the

state; to provide for the acquisition of abandoned railroad

rights-of-way for use as public recreational trails; to

encourage the multiple use of public rights-of-way and use to
the fullest extent existing and future scenic roads, highways,
park roads, parkways, and national recreational trails; to
encourage the development of recreational trails by counties,
cities, and special districts and to assist in suéh
development by any means available; to coordinate recreational
trail plans and development by local governments with one
another and with the state government and Federal Government;
and to encourage, whenever possible, the development of
recreational trails on federal lands by the Federal

Government.
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Section 2. Subsection (5) :1s added to section 260.013,
Florida Statutes, to read:

260.013 Dpefinitions.--As used in ss. 260.011-260.018,
unless the context otherwise requires:

(5) "Board” means the Board of Trustees of the

Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

Section 3. Section 260.0141, Florida Statutes, 1is

created to read:

260.0141 Florida Rails to Trails Program.--There is

established within the Florida Recreational Trails System the

Florida Rails to Trails Program, the purpose of which is to

acquire and develop abandoned railroad rights-of-way for

public recreational trail use. Such rights-of-way shall be

acquired pursuant to this chapter.

Section 4. Section 260.015, Florida Statutes, 1s
amended to read:

260.015 Acquisition of land,--

(1) The department divisien is authorized to acquire

by gift or purchase the fee simple absolute title or any

lesser interest in land, including easements, for the purposes

of ss. 260.011-260.018. Such acquisitions shall be pursuant

to the provisions of chapter 375, except that: ne-power-of
eminent-demain-+s-conveyed-to-the-divisron-by-ss+-2606-0%1-
1

2686028+

(a) The department’'s power of eminent domain shall be

limited to curing defects in title accepted by the board

pursuant to subsection (2).

(b) Lists of proposed acquisitions for the Florida

Rails to Trails Program shall be prepared according to the

provisions of s. 260.016.
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(c) Abandoned railroad rights-of-way shall be acquired

according to the acquisition procedures outlined in chapter

253 for projects valued at less than $250,000, regardless of

the appraised value of the right-of-way.

(2) For purposes of the Florida Rails to Trails

Program, the board 1s authorized to:

fa) Accept title, including nonmarketable title

notwithstanding the provisions of s. 253.025(6), to abandoned

railroad rights-of-way purchased or leased by or donated to

the department, and to any areas abutting such rights-of-way

which are needed for the construction of trail-user support

facilities; and

(b) Accept title to abandoned railroad rights-of-way

which is conveyed by quitclaim deed through purchase,

dedication, gift, grant, or settlement, notwithstanding the

provisions of s. 253.025(1).

(3)t2y Easements and rights-of-way upon, over, under,
across, or along any land, the fee title of which has been
acquired for the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018, may be
granted by the department éivisien so long as the use of

permitted-by the easement or right-of-way does not interfere

with the purposes of ss. 260.011-260.018.
(4)t3y The department divis:en may transfer any

1
recreational trail, eor easement, or right-of-way to a local

governmental agency having jurisdiction over the area in which

the recreational trail, easement, or right-of-way is located

upon agreement by such local agency to maintain and operate

the recreational trail, easement, or right-of-way for

recreational purposes in a manner consistent with department

rules and the intent of ss. 260.011-260.018.
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Section 5. Section 260.016, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

260.016 General powers of Division of Recreation and
Parks.--

(1) The Division of Recreation and Parks may:

(a)¢t¥¥ Publish and distribute appropriate maps of
recreational trails, including recommended extensions thereof.

(b)t23 Establish access routes and related primitive
public-use facilities along recreational trails which will not
substantially interfere with the nature and purposes of the
trail.

(c)t33y Promulgate appropriate rules for the use of
recreational trails.

(d)¢+4y Coordinate the activities of all governmental
units and bodies and special districts that desire to
participate in the development of the Florida Recreational
Trails System.

(e) Appornt an advisory body to be known as the

Florida Recreational Trails Council, which shall advise the

division in the execution of its powers and duties within this

chapter. The division shall establish by rule the duties,

structure, and responsibilities of the council. Members of

the Florida Recreational Trails Council shall serve without
!

compensation, but are entitled to be reimbursed for per diem

and travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061.

(2) The Division of Recreation and Parks shall:

{a) Evaluate existing and potential abandoned ra:lroad

rights-of-way to identify the corridors which are suitable for

acquisition for recreational trail use and shall comprise a

list of suitable corridors, ranking them in order of priority

for proposed acquisition. The division shall devise a method

6
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of evaluation which includes, but is not limited to, the

consideration of:

1l. Current and future recreational need;

2. Potential for local sharing in the acquisition,

development, operation, or maintenance of abandoned rail

corridors;

3. Acquisition, development, operation, and

maintenance costs; and

4., Time of availability of rights-of-way.

(b) Maintain an updated list of abandoned and to-be-

abandoned railroad rights-of-way. The division shall request

information on current and potential railroad abandonments

from the Department of Transportation, the Interstate Commerce

Commission, and railroad companies operating within the state.

At a minimum, the division shall make such requests on a

quarterly basis.

{c) Provide information to public and private agencies

and organizations on abandoned rail corridors which are or

will be available for acquisition from the railroads or for

lease for interim recreational use from the Department of

Transportation. Such information shall include, at a minimum,

probable costs of purchase or lease of the identified

corridors.
]
Section 6. Section 260.0161, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

260.0161 Coordination with Department of

Transportation.--

(1) Upon the request of the Department_ of Natural

Resources, the Department of Transportation shall provide

information to the Department of Natural Resources on

abandoned and to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-way.
7
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(2) The Department of Transportation and the

Department of Natural Resources shall coordinate their

evaluations of potential acquisitions and their acquisition

priorities with respect to abandoned railroad rights-of-way in

order to avoid competing for the same corridors. The

Department of Natural Resources and the Department of

Transportation shall enter into a memorandum of understanding

which shall contain a method by which the coordination of

evaluations and acquisition priorities is to be accomplished.

The memorandum of understanding shall be submitted to the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President of the

Senate, and the Governor within 120 days of the effective date

of this act.

{3) Where the Department of Transportation has

acquired abandoned railroad rights-of-way for future

transportation purposes, the Department of Trangportation

shall lease such rights-of-way to a public agency or private

organization for interim public recreational trail use when:

(a) The public agency or private organization has

requested use of the right-of-way for interim public

recreational trail use;

(b) The public agency or private organization agrees

in writing to assume all liability and management

responsibilities as defined by the Department of

Transportation; and

{(c) The use of the right-of-way as a recreational

trail does not interfere with the property's ultimate

transportation purposes.

(4) When the Department of Transportation determines

that an abandoned railroad right-of-way which has been leased

31] for interim recreational trail use is needed for
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transportation purposes, the Department of Transportation

shall work with the leasing agency to accommodate, when

feasible, the existing trail use in conjunction with the use

of the right-of-way for transportation.

Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 375.251, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

375.251 Limitation on liability of persons making
available to public certain areas for recreational purposes
without charge.--

(2)(a) An owner or lessee who provides the public with

a park area or other land for outdoor recreational purposes

owes no duty of care to keep that park area or land safe for
entry or use by others, or to give warning to persons entering

or going on that park area or land of any hazardous

conditions, structures, or activities thereon. An owner or

lessee who provides the public with a park area or other land
for outdoor recreational purposes shall not by providing that
park area or land:

1. Be presumed to extend any assurance that such park
area or land is safe for any purpose,

2. Incur any duty of care toward a person who goes on
that park area or land, or

3. Become liable or responsible for any injury to
persons or property caused by the act or omission of a person
who goes on that park area or land.

(b) This section shall not apply if there is any
charge made or usually made for entering or using such park
area or land, or any part thereof, or if any commercial or

other activity, whereby profit is derived from the patronage

of the general public, fer-profit 1s conducted on such park

area or land, or any part thereof.
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Section 8. (1) There 1s hereby appropriated from the

General Revenue Fund for fiscal year 1987-1988 the sum of $3.6

million to be credited to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for

disbursement by the Department of Natural Resources for the

purposes of this act.

(2) The sum of $111,761 1s hereby appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Department of Natural

Resources, and one Planner II position, one Land Acquisition

Agent position, and one Secretary Specialist position are

hereby created within the Division of Recreation and Parks of

the department, to carry out the purposes of this act.

Section 9. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section

260.016, Florida Statutes, 1s repealed on October 1, 1997, and

the Florida Recreational Trails Council shall be reviewed by

the Legislature pursuant to s. 11.611, Florida Statutes.

Section 10. This act shall take effect July 1, 1987.
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HOUSE SUMMARY

Revises the Florida Recreational Trails Act of 1979 to
create a Florida Rails to Trails Program and to provide
for the acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-way
for use as public recreational trails. See bill for
details.
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I. SUMMARY :
A, Present Situation

Chapter 260, Florida Statutes, enacted in 1979, established the
"Florida Recreational Trails System" to provide for an expanding
network of recreational and scenic public trails. The trails system
consists of individual trails and networks of trails designated by
the Department of Natural Resources and administered in accordance
with the rules published by the department. The department and other
public entities are authorized to spend public funds or to accept
gifts and grants of property or funds to develop, operate, and
maintain the trails system.

State land acquisition funds, such as the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
and the Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund, could be used
to purchase land for public recreational trails. However, these
funds are quickly depleted for the more immediate need of acquiring
large land tracts in order to protect disappearing natural resources.
Consequently, the Florida Recreational Trails System is expanding at
a slow rate.

‘Currently, about 1,000 miles of trails are designated in the state
trails system. Of that number, 76 miles are designated as hiking
trails, with the rest designated as canoe trails. A 1985
supply/demand needs analysis, conducted by the Department of Natural
Resources in developing its State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan, included the following estimates of recreational needs
throughout the state:

- 2,700 miles in bike trails
- 1,052 miles in hiking trails

= 940 miles in horseback riding trails

STANDARD FORM - 1/28/86
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- 16 miles in nature study trails

Eleven of the top twenty identified recreational needs involve trail
activities.

Private support for the development of the trails system exists
through trails groups such as the Florida Trails Association, the
purpose of which is to build a connected trail, known as the Florida
Trail, from the Everglades through the panhandle. Other groups
include the Affiliated Horsemen's Organizations of Florida
(H.0.0.F.), the Canoeing and Kayaking Association, the Florida Sports
Paddlers Association, and various local trails groups.

Abandoned railroad rights-of-way constitute a resource which is well-
suited to trail development and use, and which contains land
corridors important to the completion of the Florida Trail. These
rights-of-way are being abandoned at a high rate and often are sold
in segments, thereby fragmenting the original corridors and leaving
unconnected segments which are unsuitable for acquisition for
recreational trail use. Lack of continuous and adequate state
funding to purchase abandoned railroad rights-of-way impedes their
acquisition and results in a loss to the public of recreational
trails,

Effect of Proposed Changes:

This bill amends chapter 260, Florida Statutes, adding section
260.0141 to establish a "Florida Rails-to-Trails Program", the
purpose of which is to acquire and develop abandoned railroad rights-
of-way for public recreational use. The bill amends sections
260.012-260.015 and adds section 260.0161 to provide for the
implementation of the program.

The bill amends section 260.015 to give the department eminent domain
power for purposes of the Florida Rails-to-Trails Program. This
power is limited to curing defects in title accepted by the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund to abandoned railroad
rights-of-way and to abutting areas needed for trail user support
facilities. The board is authorized to accept titles to such rights-
of-way and abutting areas, including nonmarketable title and title
conveyed by quitclaim deed. The bill also provides that abandoned
railroad rights-of-way shall be acquired according to the acquisition

procedures in chapter 253 for projects valued at less than $250,000,.

The bill amends section 260.016 to add the following powers of the
Division of Recreation and Parks:

(1) The division may appoint an advisory council,

(2) The division shall:
1

(a) Evaluate existing and potential abandoned railroad rights-
of -way and shall comprise a list of corridors suitable for
acquisition, in order of priority.

STANDARD FORM - 1/28/86
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(b) Maintain an updated list of abandoned and to-be-abandoned
railroad rights-of-way.

(c) Provide information to public and private agencies and
organizations on abandoned rail corridors available for
acquisition or lease,

The bill adds section 260.0161, which requires the Department of
Transportation to:

(1) Provide information to the Department of Natural Resources, upon
request, on abandoned and to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-
way.

(2) Enter into a memorandum of understanding with the Department of
Natural Resources so that the two departments may devise a way
to avoid competing for the same corridors.

(3) Lease available rights-of-way to public agencies and private
organizations for interim trail use, when specific conditions
are met.

(4) Accommodate, when feasible, existing interim trail use in
conjunction with the eventual use of the right-of-way for
transportation.

The bill amends section 375.251, Florida Statutes, to extend
limitation on liability of owners or lessees of land to those who
provide land for recreational purposes, where no commercial or other
activity from which profit is derived from the patronage of the
general public is conducted on the land.

Section by Section Analysis:

Section 1 ~- Amends section 260.012, Florida Statutes, to include
additional legislative intent.

Section 2 -- Amends section 260.013 to add a definition.

Section 3 -- Adds section 260.0141 to establish the "Florida Rails-
to-Trails Program."

"Section 4 -- Amends section 260.015 to provide for accepting title

and curing title defects, and to reference acquisition procedures for
abandoned railroad rights-of-way.

Section 5 --Amends section 260.016 to give additional powers to the
Division of Recreation and Parks.

Section 6 -- Adds section 260.0161 to provide for coordination
between the Department of Natural Resources and the Department of
Transportation in the acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-

way.

STANDARD FORM - 1/28/86
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Section 7 -- Amends section 375.251, Florida Statutes, in regard to
limitation on liability of owners or leasees of land who provide the
public with land for recreational purposes.

Section 8 -- Provides for appropriations.

Section 9 -- Provides for repeal and legislative review pursuant to
section 11.611 Florida Statutes.

ECONOMIC IMPACT:

Public:
None

Government:

The bill provides $3.6 million to the Department of Natural Resources
from General Revenue for purposes of the Florida Rails-to-Trails
Program and supplies an additional $111,761 from General Revenue and
three new staff positions to the Division of Recreation and Parks to
administer the program,

STATE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IMPACT:

This bill is consistent with the following goals and policies of the
state comprehensive plan:

(10) NATURAL SYSTEMS AND RECREATIONAL LANDS.--
(a) Goal.--Florida shall protect and acquire unique natural
habitats and ecological systems, such as wetlands, tropical hardwood

hammocks, palm hammocks, and virgin longleaf pine forests, and
restore degraded natural systems to a functional condition.

(b) Policies.,--

2. Acquire, retain, manage, and inventory public lands to
provide recreation, conservation, and related public benefits.

11. Expand state and local efforts to provide recreational
opportunities to urban areas, including the development of
activity-based parks.

12. Protect and expand park systems throughout the state.
13. Encourage the use of public and private financial and other

resources for the development of recreational opportunities at
the state and local levels.

COMMENTS :

None.

STANDARD FORM -~ 1/28/86
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V. AMENDMENTS :

None.

'

VI. PREPARED BY: Terry Pride |

—

VII. STAFF DIRECTOR: teve Paikowsky /2%2£L
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SUMMARY : 17 /e 7 s

Present Situation

Chapter 260, Florida Statutes, enacted in 1979, established the
"Florida Recreational Trails System"™ to provide for an expanding
network of recreational and scenic public trails. The trails system
consists of individual trails and networks of trails designated by
the Department of Natural Resources and administered in accordance
with the rules published by the department. The department and other
public entities are authorized to spend public funds or to accept
gifts and grants of property or funds to develop, operate, and
maintain the trails system.

State land acquisition funds, such as the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
and the Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund, could be used
to purchase land for public recreational trails. However, these
funds are quickly depleted for the more immediate need of acquiring
large land tracts in order to protect disappearing natural resources.
Consequently, the Florida Recreational Trails System is expanding at
a slow rate.

Currently, about 1,000 miles of trails are designated in the state
trails system. Of that number, 76 miles are designated as hiking
trails, with the rest designated as canoe trails. A 1985
supply/demand needs analysis, conducted by the Department of Natural
Resources in developing its State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan, included the following estimates of recreational needs
throughout the state:

- 2,700 miles in bike trails
- 1,052 miles in hiking trails

= 940 miles in horseback riding trails

STANDARD FORM - 1/28/86
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- 16 miles in nature study trails

Eleven of the top twenty identified recreational needs involve trail
activities.

Private support for the development of the trails system exists
through trails groups such as the Florida Trail Association, the
purpose of which is to build a connected trail, known as the Florida
Trail, from the Everglades through the panhandle. Other groups
include the Affiliated Horsemen's Organizations of Florida
(A.H.0.0.F.), the Canoeing and Kayaking Association, the Florida
Sports Paddlers Association, and various local trails groups.

Abandoned railroad rights-of-way constitute a resource which is well-
suited to trail development and use, and which contains land
corridors important to the completion of the Florida Trail. These
rights-of-way are being abandoned at a high rate and often are sold
in segments, thereby fragmenting the original corridors and leaving
unconnected segments which are unsuitable for acquisition for
recreational trail use. Currently, approximately 430 miles of
abandoned rail corridors are available to be purchased, and up to 650
additional miles may become available for purchase within the next 10
years. Lack of continuous and adequate state funding to purchase
abandoned railroad rights-of-way impedes their acquisition and
results in a loss to the public of recreational trails.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

This bill amends chapter 260, Florida Statutes, adding section
260.0141 to establish a "Florida Rails-to-Trails Program", the
purpose of which is to acquire and develop abandoned railroad rights-
of-way for public recreational use. The bill amends sections
260.012-260.015 and adds section 260.0161 to provide for the
implementation of the program.

The bill amends section 260.015 to give the department eminent domain
power for purposes of the Florida Rails-to-Trails Program, This
power is limited to curing defects in title accepted by the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund to abandoned railroad
rights-of-way and to abutting areas needed for trail user support
facilities. The board is authorized to accept titles to such rights-
of-way and abutting areas, including nonmarketable title and title
conveyed by quitclaim deed. The bill also provides that the
acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-way pursuant to chapter
260 shall not be subject to the evaluation and selection procedures
of s. 259.035, regardless of the estimated value of the rights-of-

way.

The bill amends section 260.016 to add the following powers of the
Division of Recreation and Parks:

(1) The division may appoint an advisory councili.

(2) The division shall:

STANDARD FORM - 1/28/86
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(a) Evaluate existing and potential abandoned railroad rights-
of-way and shall compose a list of corridors suitable for
acquisition, in order of priority.

(b) Maintain an updated list of abandoned and to-be-abandoned
railroad rights-of-way.

(c) Provide information to public and private agencies and
organizations on abandoned rail corridors available for
acquisition or lease.

The bill adds section 260.0161, which requires the Department of
Transportation to:

(1) Provide information to the Department of Natural Resources, upon
request, on abandoned and to-be-abandoned railroad rights-of-

way.

(2) Enter into a memorandum of understanding with the Department of
Natural Resources so that the two departments may devise a way
to avoid competing for the same corridors.

(3) Lease available rights-of-way to public agencies and private
organizations for interim trail use, when specific conditions

are met.

(4) Accommodate, when feasible, existing interim trail use in
conjunction with the eventual use of the right-of-way for
transportation.

The bill amends section 375.251, Florida Statutes, to extend
limitation on liability of owners or lessees of land to those who
provide land for recreational purposes, where no commercial or other
activity from which profit is derived from the patronage of the
general public is conducted on the 1land.

Section by Section Analysis:

Section 1 -- Amends section 260.012, Florida Statutes, to include
additional legislative intent.

Section 2 -- Amends section 260.013 to add a definition.

Section 3 -- Adds section 260.0141 to establish the "Florida Rails-
to-Trails Program.”

Section 4 -- Amends section 260.015 to provide for accepting title
and curing title defects, and to reference acquisition procedures for
abandoned railroad rights-of-way.

Section 5 --Amends section 260.016 to give additional powers to the
Division of Recreation and Parks.

Section 6 -- Adds section 260.0161 to provide for coordination
between the Department of Natural Resources and the Department of

STANDARD FORM - 1/28/86
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Transportation in the acquisition of abandoned railroad rights-of-
way.

Section 7 -~ Amends section 375.251, Florida Statutes, in regard to
limitation on liability of owners or lessees of land who provide the
public with land for recreational purposes.

Section 8 -- Provides for appropriations.

Section 9 -- Provides for repeal and legislative review pursuant to
section 11.611, Florida Statutes.

ECONOMIC IMPACT:

Public:
None

Government :

III.

The bill provides $3.6 million to the Department of Natural Resources
from general revenue for purposes of the Florida Rails-to-Trails
Program and supplies an additional $111,761 from general revenue and
three new staff positions to the Division of Recreation and Parks to
administer the program.

STATE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IMPACT:

This bill is consistent with the following goals and policies of the
state comprehensive plan:

(10) NATURAL SYSTEMS AND RECREATIONAL LANDS.--

(a) Goal.--Florida shall protect and acquire unique natural
habitats and ecological systems, such as wetlands, tropical hardwood
hammocks, palm hammocks, and virgin longleaf pine forests, and
restore degraded natural systems to a functional condition.

({b) Policies.--

2. Acquire, retain, manage, and inventory public lands to
provide recreation, conservation, and related public benefits,

11. Expand state and local efforts to provide recreational
opportunities to urban areas, including the development of
activity-based parks.

12. Protect and expand park systems throughout the state.
13. Encourage the use of public and private financial and other

resources for the development of recreational opportunities at
the state and local levels.
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COMMENTS ¢
None.

AMENDMENTS ¢

The House Committee on Appropriations removed the funding provision
on May 21 because money for the Rails to Trails Program had, by that
time, been included in the House Appropriations bill,

END OF SESSION UPDATE:

After its passage by the House Committee on Natural Resources, HB
1455 was introduced in the House on May 13 and was referred to the
House Committee on Appropriations. The bill was reported favorably
as a committee substitute and on May 28 was placed on the House
Special Order Calendar. It passed the House on May 29 by a vote of
100 yeas and 1 nay. The bill was sent to the Senate, where it died
in the Committee on Natural Resources and Conservation.

An almost identical bill, CS/SB 778, was substituted for the House
bill and passed the Senate on June 5 by a vote of 34 yeas and 0 nays.
It passed the House on June 5 by a vote of 111 yeas and 1 nay.

The only substantive difference between CS/HB 1455 and CS/SB 778 is
in subparagraph 260.0161(3)(c). The Senate bill specifies that the
Secretary of DOT is to determine the ultimate transportation purposes
of railroad rights-of-way which DOT leases to a public agency or a
private organization for interim recreational use.

After passage, CS/SB 778 was ordered enrolled, signed by the Governor
on 07/10/87, and became chapter 87-328, Laws of Florida.

PREPARED BY: Terrx,PridéIzL
7

STAFF DIRECTOR: Steve Paikowsky %P,__
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STATE OF FLORIDA - HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES

(488-1564)

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

HB

1455 EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE BILL:

This bill amends chapter 260, Florida Statutes, to
establish a "Florida Rails-to-Trails Program" in the
Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of
acquiring and developing abandoned railroad rights-of-way
for public recreational trail use. The bill gives limited
eminent domain power to the department for purposes of the
program, provides additional powers of the Division of
Recreation and Parks, and establishes responsibilities of
the Department of Transportation. The bill also amends
section 375.251, Florida Statutes, in regard to the
limitation on liability of people who own or lease land
that they provide to the state for recreational use. The
bill extends limitation on liability to owners or lessees
of land who provide the land for recreation, if no
activity from which profit is gained from the patronage of
the general public is conducted on the land.

IT.

ECONOMIC IMPACT:

Public:

Indeterminate. Public sharing of acquisition,
development, and maintenance costs of abandoned railroad
rights-of-way for recreational trail use is voluntary and
will vary in degree and economic impact with each
acquisiton,

Government:

The 1987-88 state appropriation in this bill for the
Florida Rails-to-Trails Program includes $3.6' million to
DNR from General Revenue for the acquisition and



development of abandoned railroad rights-of-way for
recreational trails, and $111,761 from General Revenue for
three new staff positions i1n the Division of Recreation
and Parks to administer the program. Local governments
may share acquisition, development, and maintenance costs
of rights-of-way for recreational trail use.

III.

NUMBER OF POSITIONS NEEDED AND TITLES:

Three new positions in DNR's Division of Recreation and
Parks are needed to administer the Florida Rails-to-Trails
Program: one Planner II position, one Land Acquisition
Agent, and one Secretary Specialist position.

Iv.

TOTAL COST OF THE PROJECT:

For fiscal year 1987-88, the total cost for the Florida
Rails-to-Trails Program is $3,711,761. DNR, in a May 23,
1986, report entitled "Recommendations for Implementing a
'Rails to Trails' Program in Florida" projected that a
goal of acquiring 200 miles of abandoned railroad rights-
of-way by 1991 for public outdoor recreation could be
accomplished at a cost of approximately $40 million. That
level of acquisition would meet about 20 percent of the
recreational trail need projected for the year 1990. The
$40 million cost does not include development and
maintenance of the rights-of-way.

REVENUE SOURCES:

The bill provides funding for the Florida Rails-to-Trails
Program, including three positions, through General
Revenue appropriations.

VI.

COMMENTS :

Subcommittee 2 of the Committee on Appropriations has
passed out a DNR appropriation of $3.8 million for the
Florida Rails-to-Trails Program from the State
Infrastructure Trust Fund. That figure was meant to
include $111,761 for the three positions, described
earlier, to be established in the Division of Recreation
and Parks to administer the program. It will be necessary



to specifically appropriate this funding for the three
positions. DNR has indicated that the most appropriate
source of funding for the positions is the State Park

Trust Fund.

With regard to contacts concerning this bill, Anna Marie
Hartman should be contacted at DNR at 488-7131 and Al
Tompkins at DOT 488-5704.

oy
. 1 P
ANALYST: Terry Pride

STAFF DIRECTOR: _ Steve Paikowsky M




SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS TQ HB 1455

AMENDMENT 1

THIS AMENDMENT REMOVES THE APPROPRIATIONS PROVISION FOR THE
FLorIDA RAILS 7O TRAILS PROGRAM ESTABLISHED IN THIS BILL. THE
MONEY FOR THE PROGRAM IS PROVIDED IN THE APPROPRIATIONS BUDGET AS

PASSED BY THE HOUSE.

AMENDMENT 2

TITLE AMENDMENT.,
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MEMBER AMENDMENT {1n computer)

Bill No._HB 1455

Senate Action House Action

a s s v s

1f amendment is text of another bill insert:
Bill No. Draft No.

Representative Martin offered the following amendment:

Amendment

On page...l0..., lines...l-1l...,

strike all of said lines

Orig.
Journal
Third
Fourth

Code: h1455/023-01
Date:
Time:
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MEMBER AMENDMENT (1i1n computer)

B1ll No._ HB 1455

Senate Action House Action

If amendment 1s text of another bill insert:
Bill No. Draft No.
Representative Martin offered the following title
amendment :
Amendment
on page...l..., line....29.,
strike: providing appropriations;
Orig. Code: h1455/023-02
Journal Date:
Third Time:

Fourth
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PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO
February 25, 1987

Mr. Steve Paikowsky

Staff Director

House Natural Resources Committee
Room 326, House Office Building
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

RE: Rails to Trails Legislation
Proposed Amendment to Section 375.251, F.S.

Dear Steve:

The intent of Section 375.251, F.S., is to offer encouragement, through
the limitation of liability, to private landowners who permit public
recreation without charge. However, under Section 375.251(2)(b), F.S.,
cooperating landowners lose this statutory protection if '"any commercial
or other activity for profit is conducted on such park area, or any

part thereof." Under a literal interpretation of this portion of the
law, a rancher who grazes his cattle in a field crossed by a trail or

a timber company that harvests on a tract crossed by a trail does not
have this statutory protection from liabilaity. Without this protection,
landowners are reluctant to permit their land to be used for public
recreation. If this portion of the law is eliminated, private landowners
may be more willing to allow their lands to be used for public recreation.

Should you have any further questions regarding this matter please call
me at 488-9223.

Sincerely,

Hany £ ot

Gary L. Heiser
Assistant General Counsel

GLH/mb
cc: Albert Gregory

Mary Ann Twyford
Anna Marie Hartman

“It shall be the policy of the state to conserve and protect its natural resources and scenic beauty
—Florida Constitution, Article I, Section 7.



Florida House of Representatives

Jon Mills, Speaker
Committee on Natural Resources

Sidney Martin
Chairman March 3, 1987

Alfred “Al” Lawson, Jr.

Vice Chatrman

MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Sidney Martin, Chairman
House Natural Resources Committee

FROM: Terry Pride, Legislative Intern ,nQuJUL—
House Natural Resources Committee

RE: Abandoned Railroad Right-of-Way from Gainesville to
Hawthorne

You asked me to write a summary of my conservation with David
Coffey about the abandoned rail corridor linking Gainesville and
Hawthorne,

Mr. Coffey said that the litigation between DNR and the railroad
over this corridor might be settled by tomorrow and that the
railroad will probably give 7 miles of the corridor to DNR. The
remaining 15 miles can be bought for about $175 thousand. Mr.
Coffey thought this money might be gotten through a DNR line item
appropriation.

Mr. Coffey is going to give me more details on the location of
the remaining 15 miles of the corridor tomorrow, and I will relay
that information to you. He hopes to know by then just what the
settlement terms between DNR and the railroad are.

Let me know if I can help you futher.

TP/cs

Steve Paikowsky Staff Director
326 House Office Building Tallahaesee, Florida 32399-1300 (904) 488-1564
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Chairman

Alfred “Al” Lawson, Jr.

Vice Chairman

MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Sidney Martin
Chairman, House Natural Resources

FROM: Terry Pride, Legislative Intern 4ﬁuﬂﬂ’//
House Natural Resources Committee

RE: Rails to Trails legislation

A modest "Rails to Trails" project is currently being implemented
by a joint effort of the Department of Natural Resources and the
Department of Transportation. The departments are working
together to develop and maintain, for recreational purposes, a
l6-mile abandoned rail corridor linking Tallahassee and St.
Marks.

Through direct line item appropriations, the 1986 Legislature
allotted $590,000 for the development of the corridor, to be
administered by the Department of Natural Resources.

The following information should help you identify important
considerations for expanding the program through new legislation.

Present Legislation

Chapter 260, Florida Statutes, authorizes DNR to plan, develop,
operate, and maintain a Florida Recreational Trails System.

Section 253.023 of the Florida Statutes creates within the
Department of Natural Resources, the Conservation and Recreation
Lands Trust Fund (CARL).

Section 375.041, Florida Statutes, creates the Land Acquisition
Trust Fund (LATF). The purpose of the fund is to, enable DNR to
purchase and maintain land and water areas for recreation and
conservation.

Steve Patkowsks Statf Director
328 House Office Buwildiog Tallnhassee Florida 3239813100 (904) 188-1564



Memorandum
Page 2
February 4, 1987

These existing laws provide an avenue, through appropriate
amendments, to formally authorize and fund a statewide "Rails to
Trails" program.

Acquisition

To facilitate acquisition, DNR can monitor rail abandonment
proceedings by communicating directly with the Interstate
Commerce Commission and with the various railroads in the state
to maintain an inventory of of abandoned rights-of-way. One
obstacle to acquisition is that the trustees presently are not
authorized to accept quitclaim title in land purchases.

Accepting quitclaim title means that the land acquired is not
guaranteed to be free and clear or all claims to it. The
legislature could solve this problem in two moves: by allowing
the trustees to go ahead and accept quitclaim titles to abandoned
rights-of-way and by giving DNR eminent domain authority to clear
accepted titles to land with outstanding title claims.

Development and Maintenance

DNR can reduce development and maintenance costs by setting up
cooperative programs with local governments, community
organizations, private trail service groups, and others.

Administration

Staff requirements for the administration of a "Rails to Trails"
program depends on the number of corridors acquired and the
number of personnel already within DNR who are qualified and
available to help administer the program. DNR could investigate
the use of available personnel within its various divisions.

Agency Cooperation

DOT has offered its assistance to DNR in helping with initial
purchase negotiations. Because DOT has considerable experience
in negotiating purchases of rights-of-way, and in contracting
with non-agency consultants, appraisers, title searchers, etc.,
it can provide DNR with ideas in how to make efficient use of
existing and non-agency personnel resources in a "Rails to
Trails" program.

If a "Rails to Trails" program is authorized by the legislature,
DNR and DOT may end up competing for some of the same rights-of-
way. DNR has suggested that, as DOT evaluates potential
abandonments for transportation purposes, it should also be
required-under the state Rail Plan-to evaluate for recreational
purposes. DNR would work with DOT in developing evaluation
criteria. In this way, the most suitable public use for each
property could be determined. Where there is equal
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transportation and recreation potential, joint projects between
DNR and DOT may be undertaken. Joint projects may also be
desirable where the cost of large parcels would prohibit either
agency from individually purchasing a right-of-way.

Funding

DNR is requesting $18.7 million for acquisition of six parcels of
land over the next three years. 1In addition, DNR suggests that a
minimum of $3 million annually is needed in fixed capital outlay
for the development and operation of the rights-of-way. Another
$113,600 per year is proposed for staffing and administrating the
"Rails to Trails" program. The $28 million 3-year total may be
reduced considerably by limiting proposed acquisitions to three
over the next three years. Fewer acquisitions should also lower
the maintenance and operations budget. A feasible request, then,
might be $3.5 million for the first year of the program.

Sources of funding might include:

- A direct appropriation, permanently earmarked, from
the Land Acquisition Trust Fund. Each year, a
surplus exists in the trust fund. As of 1985-86 the
fund held a surplus of $24.48 million.

- A direct appropriation, permanently earmarked, from
the Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund.

= A bonding program set up through the Land Acquisition
Trust Fund, by transferring CARL money to the fund
and using it to support the sale of bonds. Under the
constitution, CARL money is not authorized for direct
use in the sale of bonds.

= Appropriation through general revenue.

= Bottle taxes, bike license fees, taxes on
recreational equipment, trail user fees, etc.

- Revenue generation through leasing DNR-purchased
abandoned rights-of-way to utility companies, as long
as the use does not interfere with public
recreational purposes.

I will keep you informed so that you can determine what are
realistic goals in seeking legislative support for a statewide
"Rails to Trails" program. Please let me know if you have any
questions. I will be happy to find the answers for you.
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Honorable George Kirkpatrick
D-6th District

1103 N.W. 13th Street
Gainesville, FL 32601

Dear Senator Kirkpatrick:

Enclosed is a copy of a memorandum prepared for Chairman Martin
which identifies some considerations for legislating a statewide
"Rails to Trails" program. Mr. Martin asked me to send you this
information and to let you know that I will help you in any way I
can. I have received more information and suggestions since this
memo was prepared. I will contact your office next week to see
what questions you may have and what further materials I can send
to you.

Sincerely,

Ve, Foa,

Terryf/yride, Legislative Intern
House Natural Resources Committee

TP/hlb

Steve Paikowsky, Staff Director
326 House Office Buildiag Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 (904) 488-1684



Florida House of Representatives

Jon Mills, Speaker
Committee on Natural Resources

Sidney Martin
Chairman

Alfred “Al” Lawson, Jr.

Vice Chairman

June 19, 1987

David G. Burwell, President
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
1701 K. Street, N.W., Suite 304
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. Burwell:

Enclosed is Florida's rails to trails legislation which passed in
the House and Senate on June 5, and which establishes the
"Florida Rails to Trails Program." This legislation amends
Chapter 260 and section 375.251, Florida Statutes. The language
which amends existing law is underlined, while the language which
creates sections 260.0141 and 260.0161, Florida Statutes, is not.

Funding for the program is included in the state appropriations
budget, with $3 million provided to the Department of Natural
Resources for the acquisition and development of abandoned
railroad rights-of-way for recreational trail use. The budget
also contains money for three positions in the department's
Division of Recreation and Parks for the administration of the
program.

Representative Sidney Martin, who proposed the bill, is
interested in finding a continuous source of funds for the
program in the future.

Steve Patkowsky, Staff Director
326 House Office Building Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 (904) 488-1564
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Let me know if you have any questions or need more information.
I would be happy to help you.

Sincerely,

A

Terry Pride, Legislative Intern
House Natural Resources Committee

TP/Ccs

Enclosure
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