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A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to abuse, neglect, abandonment, 

and exploitation of aged and disabled adults 

and children; amending s. 20.19, F.S,; 

conforming duties of program offices and 

service districts of the Department of Health 

and Rehabilitative Services to reflect changes 

in protective investigations; amending s, 

39.01, F.S.; providing definitions; amending s. 

39,401, F.S.; conforming terminology and 

process to definitions; requiring certain 

reports to be sent to the protective 

investigation office of the department: 

.mending s. 39,402, F,S., conforming 

terminology to definition changes; amending s. 

39.403, F.S.; redesignating the intake function 

of the department as protective investigation; 

delineating respons1bilities for protective 

investigation; amending s. 39.404, F.S.; 

conforming terminology; a.mending s. 39.423, 

F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; amendin� s. 

415.103, F.S.; renaming the central abuse 

registry; requiring reports of abuse, neglect, 

or exploitation be handled only by the central 

abuse registry and tracking system; delineating 

functions of the central abuse registry and 

tracking system; deleting requirement for 

immediate notification of district staff on all 

reports; clarifying confidentiality of reports 

in administrative hearing process; amending s. 

415.104, F.S.; requiring additional information 
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31-794A-88

to be obtalned on reports received; requiring 

utllizat1on of standardized risk assessment 

instruments; requiring delivery of services 

through early intervention; amending s. 

415.107, F.S.; conforming terminology and 

procedures; amending s. 415.111, F.S.; 

providing penalties for making false reports; 

amending s. 415.503, r.s.: conforming 

terminology and definitions; amending s. 

415.504, F,S.; conforming terminology regarding 

the central abuse registry and tracking ■ystem; 

requiring all child abuse and neglect reports 

be made to the central abuse registry and 

tracking system; delineating functions of the 

central abuse registry and tracking system; 

providing procedures and timeframes for 

notification of district staff on reports; 

clarifying confidentiality of reports in the 

administrative hearing process; amending s. 

415.505, F.S.; requiring additional information 

to be obtained on reports received; requiring 

utilization of standardized risk assessment 

instruments; requiring deli�ery of services

through early intervention; conforming 

terminology; amending s. 415.5055, F.s.; 

conforming terminology; amending s. 415,509, 

F.S.; conforming terminology; amending s.

415.51, F.S.; conforming terminology; amending 

s. 415.511, F,S.; clarifying who is covered by

immunity from liability; prohibiting reprisals 

against persons reporting abuse or neglect; 
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amending s. 415.513, F.S.; providing penalties 

for making a false report; providing an 

effective date. 

51 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

6 

7 Section l. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and 

•1 paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of section 20.19, Florida 

9 Statutes, are amended to read: 

10 20,19 Department of Health and Rehabilitative 

11
1 

Services.--There is created a Department of Health and 

12 Rehabilitative Services. 

13 (4) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES.--The secretary shall

14 appoint an Assistant Secretary for Programs and an Assistant 

15 Secretary for Administration, each of whom shall serve at the 

16 pleasure of, and be directly responsible to, the secretary. 

17 The secretary shall appoint a Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

18 Programs, a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Regulation and 

19 Health Fac1l1ties, a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Medicaid, 

20 and a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health, each of whom 

21 shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary and shall be 

22 directly responsible to the Assistant Secretary for Programs. 

23 (a) The Assistant Secretary for Programs shall have

24 responsibility for general statew1de supervision of the 

25 administration of service programs operated by the department 

26 and such other program development and planning duties as are 

27 assigned to him by the secretary. "General statewide 

28 supervision of the administration of service programs" means 

29 service program development and planning; program research; 

30 identifying client needs and recommending solutions and 

31 priorities; developing client service programs, including the 

3 
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l policies and standards therefor; providing technical

2 assistance to the district administrators; assisting the 

3 district administrators in staff development and training; 

4 reviewing and monitoring district-level program operations; 

5 assuring compli•nce with statewide program standards and 

6 performance criteria; monitoring uniform program quality among 

7 districts; developing funding sources external to state 

e government; and obt•ining, approving, monitoring, and 

9 coordinating research and program development grants; but does 

10 not involve line authority over any health or hum.1.n services 

11 progr•m operation of the department, including the management 

12 of institutions and residential treatment programs. 

13 1. Program offices shall operate 1n • staff capacity 

14 to the Assistant Secretary for Programs. Each program office 

15 shall be headed by a program staff director who shall be 

16 appointed by, and serve at the pleasure of, the secretary and 

17 be directly responsible to the Assistant Secretary for 

18 Programs. The Assistant Secretary for Programs shall delegate 

19 to the program offices the following responsibilities, which 

20 shall include, but are not limited to: 

21 a. Identification of client needs. 

22 

23 

b. Intr•program policy development. 

c. Short-term and long-term intraprogram planning. 

24 d. Intraprogram standards setting, monitoring, and 

25 quality control. 

26 e. Intr•program staff development, training, and 

27 technical assistance programs. 

2e f. Adv1s1ng the Assistant Secretary for Programs and 

29 others within the department, upon request, on issues within 

30 their areas of substantive expertise. 

31 
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1 g. Acting as l1a1son, when assigned by the Assistant

2 Secretary for Programs, to other government•l agencies and the 

3 public on programmait1c issues. 

4 h. Developing st•te program plans.

5 1. Developing resource forecasts and working within

•1 the state on community resource development. 

7 j. Quality control .

• k. General statewide supervision of the adm1n1stration 

9 of service programs. 

10 l. Any other proqr.m planning and development duties

11 assigned by the secretary. 

12 2. The following program offices are established and 

13 may be consolidated, restructured, or rearranged by the 

.4 secretary; provided any such consol1dat1on, restructuring, or 

15 rearranging shall be for the purpose of encouraging service 

16 integration through more effective and efficient performance 

17 of the program offices or parts thereof: 

1• a. Children's Medical Services Program Office.--The

19 responsibilities of this office encompass all children's 

20 medical services programs operated by the department. 

21 b. Economic Services Program Office.--The 

22 responsibilit1es of this office encompass all 1ncome support 

23 programs w1th1n the department, such as a1d to f�1lies with 

24 dependent children (AFDC), food stamps, and state 

25 supplementation of the supplemental security income (SSI) 

26 program. 

27 c. Developmental Services Program Office.--The 

2e responsibilities of this office encompass programs operated by 

29 the department for developmentally disabled persons. 

30 Developmental disabilities include any d1sab1lity defined in 

31 s. 393.063. 

5 
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31-794A-81

l d. Aging and Adult Services Program Office,--The

2 respon■ibilities of this office encompa•• all aging •nd adult 

3 program• operated by the department • 

• e. Children, Youth, and Families Program Office.--The

5 responsibil1ties of this program office encompass intake 

6 service• for dependent-and delinquent children, fam1lies 1n 

7 need of services, and children in need of services; protectiv� 

8 investigation services for abandoned, abu•ed1 and neglected 

9 children; services provided under the Interstate Compact o� 

10 the Placeaent of Children and the Interstate Com:eact on 

11 Juvenile■, children's protective services; adopt1on; child 

12 care; foster care programs; specialized services to fam1lies; 

13 all program.a operated by the department relating to delinquent 

14 children; and related mental health services for children and 

15 youth in coordination with the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental 

16 Health Program Office. 

17 f. Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Program 

18 Office,--The responsibilities of this off1ce encompass all 

19 alcohol, drug abuse, and mental health programs operated by 

20 the dep,1,rtment except those programs for children and youth 

21 which shall be handled in coordination with the Children, 

22 Youth, and Families Program Office. In addition, the 

23 responsibility for adult forensic programs shall be located 

24 within this office. 

25 3.a. The secretary may appoint only one advisory 

26 council for the purpose of acting as the advisory body to each 

27 respective program office 1n the perform.ance of functions 

2e assigned to program offices in subparagraph 1. Not fewer than 

29 a members or more than 14 members may be appointed to each 

30 program office advisory counc1l. Representation on e�ch 

31 program office advisory council shall include persons with 

6 
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1 expertise in each of the maJor service responsibilities of the 

2 respective program office; at least one consumer 

3 representative who shall be a client of, or parent, gu•rdian, 

4 or spouse of, a client of the respective program office; and, 

5 to the extent possible, representation from the various 

6 geographic are•s of the st•te. Represent•tives of provider 

7 groups whose principal source of support is funds from the 

e department sha.11 not comprise more than 25 percent of any 

9 council advisory to the Department of Health and 

10 Rehabilitative Services. Unless otherwise required by law or 

11 federal regulation, in no case shall an employee of the 

12 Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services serve as a 

13 member of any council advisory to the Department of Health and 

14 Rehabilitative Services. Whenever feasible, priority shall be 

15 given to the appointment of district advisory council members 

16 to program office advisory councils. Initially, the secretary 

17 shall appoint one-half of the members for terms of 2 ye•rs 

18 each, and one-half of the members for terms of l year each. 

19 Thereafter, members shall be appointed for 2-year terms. 

20 Vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of unexp1red terms 

21 in the same ma.oner as the original appointments. A member may 

22 be reappointed to only one subsequent term. 

23 b. Each program office adv
,
isory council shall meet no 

24 more frequently than quarterly. Minutes shall be recorded for 

25 all meetings of such councils and shall be kept on file in the 

26 respective program office. 

27 c. Members and their attendants, or interpreters for

2!i the deaf or handicapped when necessary, shall receive no 

29 compensation but shall be reimbursed for per diem and travel 

30 expenses in accordance with the provisions of s. 112.061. 

31 
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l d. The department shall make a separate and distinct 

2 request for an appropriation for such expenses for each 

3 •dvisory council. Such requests may be combined into a 

4 specific appropriation for advisory council expenses or 

5 included in a specific appropriation with other expenses in 

6 the Governor's recommended budget or in the appropriations 

7 acts. If a legislative appropriation for such expenses 1s 

e m.tde, the department shall reimburse expenses for individual 

9 advisory councils in strict accordance with the appropriations 

10 and intent of the Legislature. The provisions of s. 216.292 

11 notwithstanding, no transfer of appropriations sh•ll be made 

12 which increases the appropriation made by the Legislature for 

13 advisory council expenses; and the department 1s prohibited 

14 from using any other appropriation for supporting the 

15 activities of groups •dvisory to program offices. 

16 e. The Dep•rtment of Health and Rehabilitative

17 Services shall adopt rules to implement this act, which rules 

18 shall serve as formal operating procedures for each program 

19 office advisory council. 

20 4. Individual program office advisory councils as

21 described in subparagraph 3. shall be the only councils 

22 advisory to the Dep&rtment of Health and Rehabilitative 

23 Services unless other such adviso�y councils to the department

24 are established by law; except that advisory committees as 

25 defined 1n s. 20.03(8), or any •dv1sory bodies not 

26 specifically created by law, may be est•blished and receive 

27 funds for • period not to exceed 1 year if the department has 

2! provided the following information to the Speaker of the House 

29 of Representatives, the President of the Senate, and the 

30 Comptroller: 

31 a. The date of creation of the advisory body,

8 
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b. The purpose of the advisory body and the program

21 off1ce to which it 1s to furnish advice. 

3 

4 

c. The term1nation date of the advisory body.

d. The est1mated frequency of meet1ngs and est1mated

SI costs associated with the advisory body. 

6 5, All program offices w1th1n the Department of Health 

7 and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services which serve children and youth 

8 shall work together to 1dent1fy the needs of children 1n the 

9 state; to establish pr1or1t1es and goals 1n meeting these 

10 needs, and to p&rt1c1pate 1n 1nterprogram standards setting, 

11 mon1tor1ng, and quality control. As a result of such 

12 cooperative planning, the Dep.rtment of Health and 

13 Rehab1l1tat1ve Services shall establish an annual plan for 

14 f1nanc1al management and services delivery and 1ntegrat1on 

15 designed to meet the comprehensive needs of the children and 

16 youth served by the department. The plan shall become the 

17 document used by all department staff in plann1ng, budget1ng, 

18 1mplement1ng, mon1toring, and evaluat1ng all serv1ce del1very 

19 for ch1ldren and youth. All other documents developed at any 

20 level w1th1n the department relat1ng to services for ch1ldren 

21 and youth shall be cons1stent w1th th1s plan. In add1t1on, a 

22 5-year state plan shall be developed to be submitted with the 

23 annual plan to the Governor and th� Legislature by January 1, 

24 1981. The plan shall be reviewed annually and updated at 

25 least once every 5 years. 

26 6. The responsib1l1t1es of the Deputy Ass1stant

27 Secretary for Regulat1on and Health Fac1l1ties shall include, 

28 but are not limited to, certificate-of-need determinations, 

29 H1ll-Burton programs and l1censure and cert1f1cat1on of 

30 programs external to the department for which the department 

31 has a maJor regulatory respons1b1l1ty, as well as those 

9 
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l functions authorized by law in conform..nce with Pub. L. No.

2 93-641. The assistant secretary JU.Y assign or delegate other 

3 responsibilities of this office in keeping with the intent of 

4 this act. The functions of this office relating to Pub. L. 

5 No. 93-641 shall not be decentralized to the districts. 

6 7. The responsibilities of th• Deputy Aasistant

7 Secretary for Medicaid shall encompass all Medicaid planning 

I and development function•, including, but not limited to, 

, policy and program development, program monitoring, provider 

10 relations, interprogr&m planning, and program surveillance and 

11 utilization review. In addition, the secretary shall appoint 

12 a Medicaid Adviaory Council in accordance with the provisions 

13 of federal regulations relating to Medicaid and with those 

14 provisions relating to program office advisory councils whi�h 

15 are not in conflict with the regulations. 

16 e.a. The Deputy Asaistant Secretary for Health shall 

17 be the State aealth Officer. The State Health Officer shall 

11 be a physician licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, 

19 shall have a master's degree in public health, and shall be 

20 responsible for all health programs operated by the 

21 department. The State Health Officer shall provide medical 

22 supervision to the employees of all county public health units 

23 established pursuant to part I of phapter 154, and shall

24 coordinate all health activities under the Msistant Secretary 

2S for Programs and the Deputy Secretary for Operations. 

26 "Medlc•l supervision" means medical advice, consultation, and 

27 direction given to county public health unit employees during 

28 the man•gement of a public health emergency. The term does 

29 not include supervision or line authority in the performance 

30 of routine public health duties. 

31 

10 
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1 b. The secretary shall appoint an Assistant Health 

2 Officer for Public Health and Pr1mary Care, an Assistant 

3 Health Officer for Disease Control, and an Assistant Health 

4 Officer for Interprogram Development and Technical Assistance, 

5 each of whom shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary and 

6 be directly responsible to the Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

7 Health • 

• c. The secretary may appoint an advisory council for

•1 public health and primary care. 

10 (5) SERVICE DISTRICTS.--

11 (c) The duties of the district administrator shall 

121 include, but are not limited to: 

13 1. Ensuring that the administration of all service 

14 programs 1s carried out in conformity with statewide service 

15 plans and any other policies, procedures, and guidelines 

16 establ1shed by the secretary. 

17 2. Adnunistering the offices of the department w1thin 

18 the district and directing and coordinating all personnel, 

19 fac1l1ties, and programs of the department located in that 

20 district, except as otherwise provided herein. 

21 3. Applying standard information, referral, intake, 

22 diagnostic and evaluation, and case management procedures 

23 established by the secretary. Such procedures shall include 

24 !!! a-s�n�le intake system for delinquency and family-in-need 

25 of-services and child-in-need-of-services programs and a 

26 protect1ve 1nvest19ation system for dependency programs 

27 serving abandoned, abused, and neglected children dependeney 

28 ,uven�ie-progrants. 

29 4. Centralizing to the greatest extent possible the 

30 adm1nistrat1ve functions associated with the provision of 

31 serv1ces of the department within the d1str1ct. 

11 
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l 5. Coord1nat1ng the serv1ces prov1ded by the

2 dep.a.rtment 1n the d1str1ct with those of other publ1c and 

3 private •genc1es wh1ch provide health, soc1al, educ•t1onal, or 

4 rehabilitative services w1thin the d1str1ct. 

5 6. Appo1nt1ng district progrui managers, program 

6 supervisors, and the superintendent of each 1nstitution within 

7 the d1strict and approving all other personnel appointments 

8 within the district. 

9 7. Establishing such policies •nd procedures •s may be 

10 requ1red to d1scharge his duties and implement and conform the 

11 policies, procedures, and guidelines established by the 

12 secretary to the needs of the district. 

13 e. Transferring up to 10 percent of the total distr1ct 

14 budget, with the approval of the secretary, to maximize 

15 effective program delivery, the prov1s1ons of ss. 216.292 and 

16 216.351 notwithstanding. 

17 Sect1on 2. Section 39.01, Florida Statutes, is amended 

18 to read: 

19 39.01 Defin1tions.--When used 1n this chapter, the 

20 term: 

21 (1) "Abandoned" means a s1tuation 1n which the parent

22 or legal custodian of a ch1ld or, in the absence of a parent 

23 or legal custodian, the person responsible for the ch1ld's 

24 welfare, wh1le be1ng able, makes no provis1on for the ch1ld's 

25 support and makes no effort to communicate w1th the ch1ld, 

26 which situ•tion is suffic1ent to evince a willful rejection of 

27 parental obl1gat1ons. If the efforts of such parent or legal 

29 custodian, or person primar1ly respons1ble for the child's 

29 welfare to support and communicate with the child are, in the 

30 opinion of the court, only marginal efforts that do not ev1nce 

31 a settled purpose to assume all parental duties, the court may 

12 
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l declare the child to be abandoned, The failure by ,1ny such

2 person to appear in response to actual or constructive service 

3 in a dependency proceeding shall give rise to a rebutt,1ble 

4 presumption of such person's .1bility to provide for and 

5 communicate with the child. 

6 (2) "Abuse" means any willful act that results in any

7 phys1c.1l, mental, or sexual inJury that causes or is likely to 

8 cause the child's physical, mental, or emotional health to be 

9 significantly impaired. 

10 (3) "AdJudicatory he•ring" means a he.1ring provided 

11 for under s. 39.09(1), in delinquency cases; s. 39,408(1), in 

12 dependency c.1ses; or s. 39.467, in termin.1tion of parental 

13 rights cases. 

14 

151 child, 

16 

(4) "Adult" means any natural person other than a

(5) "Authorized agent of the department" me,1ns a 

171 person assigned or designated by the department to perform 

1e duties or exercise powers pursuant to this chapter. 

19 ( 6} "Housekeeper /homelTLilker" •eal"etakerfhoffle-lt:er.11 

20 means an authorized agent of the department who shall remain 

21 in the child's home with the child until a parent, legal 

22 guardian, or relative of the child enters the home and is 

23 capable of assuming and agrees to �ssume charge of the child. 

24 (7} "Child" means any unmarried person under the age 

25 of 18 alleged to be dependent, in need of services, or from a 

26 family in need of services, or any married or unmarried person 

27 who is charged with a violation of law occurring prior to the 

281 time that person reached the age of 18 years. For the 

29 purposes of part IV of this chapter, "child" means an 

301 urunarr1ed person under the age of 18 years whose legal custody 

31 has been awarded to the department or a licensed child-placing 

13 
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l or child-caring agency by order of a court or who has been

2 co .. 1tted temporarily to the care of, or voluntarily placed 

3 with, such an agency or the department by a parent, guardian, 

4 or relative within the second degree of consangu1n1ty. 

5 (8) •child in need of services• means a child for whom

6 there 15 no allegation or suspicion of abuse, neglect, or 

7 at>.ndo1U1ent and who, pursuant to this chapter, is found by the 

8 court: 

• (a) To have persistently run away from his p&rents or

10 legal custodians despite reasonable efforts of the child, the 

11 parents or legal custodians, and appropriate agencies to 

12 remedy the conditions contributing to the behavior. 

13 Reasonable efforts shall include voluntary p.a.rticipation by 

14 the child's parents or legal custodians and the child in 

15 family mediation, services, and treatment offered by the 

16 department: 

17 (b) To be habitually truant from school, while subject

18 to compulsory school attendance, despite reasonable efforts to 

19 remedy the situation pursuant to s. 232,19 and through 

20 voluntary participation by the child"s parents or legal 

21 cu1todians and by the child in family mediation, services, and 

221 treatment offered by the department; or 

23 (c) To have persistently d,uobeyed the reasonabll! and

24 lawful demands of his parents or legal custodians, and to be 

25 beyond their control d@spite efforts by the child's parents or 

26 legal custodians and appropriate agencies to remedy the 

27 conditions contributing to the behavior. Reasonable efforts 

28 may include such things as good faith participation in family 

29 or individual counseling. 

30 {9) •child who has committed a delinquent act• means a 

311 child who, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, is 

14 
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1 found by a court to have committed a felony, a misdemeanor, 

2 contempt of court, or a violation of a local penal ordinance 

3 and whose case has not been prosecuted as an adult case, 

4 except that this definition shall not include an act 

S constituting contempt of court arising out of a dependency 

6 proceeding or a proceeding pursuant to part IV of this 

7 chapter. 

8 (10) "Child who 1s found to be dependent" means • 

9 child who, pursuant to this chapter, is found by the court: 

10 (a) To have been abandoned, abused, or neglected by 

11 his parents or other custodians. 

12 (b) To have been surrendered to the department or a 

13 licensed child-placing agency for purpose of adoption. 

14 (c) To have been voluntarily placed with a licensed 

15 child-caring agency, • licensed child-placing agency, or the 

16 department, whereupon, pursuant to the requirements of part IV 

17 of this chapter, a performance agreement has expired and the 

1B parent or parents have failed to substantially comply with the 

19 requirements of the agreement. 

20 (d) To have been voluntarily placed with a licensed 

21 child-placing agency for the purposes of subsequent adoption 

22 and a natural parent or parents have signed a consent pursuant 

23 to Florida Rules of Juvenile Procedure. The signing of the 

24 consent shall be prima facie evidence of the voluntary placing 

25 of the parent's or parents' child. 

26 (11) "Child support" mean!! a court-ordered obligation, 

27 enforced pursuant to ss. 409.25S1-409.2597, for monetary 

28 support for the care, maintenance, training, and education of 

29 a child. 

30 (12) "Community control" means the legal status of 

311 probation created by law and court order in cases involving a 

15 

COOING: Words str���e" are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



31-794A-ee

1 chlld who has been found to have commltted a delinquent act, 

2 Communlty control lS an indlvldualized program in WhlCh the 

3 freedom of the child 1s limited and the child is restricted to 

4 non1nstitutional quarters or restricted to the child's home 1n 

5 lieu of commitment to the custody of the department in a 

6 tra1n1ng school, halfway house, or other residentlal program 

7 of the department. 

e (13) "Court," unless otherwise expressly stated, means

91 the circuit court. 

10 (14) "Protective investigation" means the acceptaD,�e 

11 of a report alleging that a child is an abused or neglected 

12 child, as defined in s. 415.503, by the central abuse registry 

13 and tracking system or the acceptance of a report of other 

14 dependency by the local children, youth, and families program 

15 office of the department, the investigation and classification 

16 of each report, the determ1nat1on of whether action by the 

17 court is warranted, the determ1natlon of the dlsposit1on of 

18 each report without court or public agency action, when 

19 appropriate, the referral of a child to another public or 

20 private agency, when appropriate, and the recommendation by 

21 the protective investigator of court action, when appropriate. 

22 �t¼4t "Crisis home" means a homelike facility 

23 authorized by the department for the temporary placement and 

24 care of a child who does not require detention or shelter care 

25 but who 1s not able to remain in his own home. A cr1s1s home 

26 need not be a licensed facility. 

27 illlf¼5t "Department" means the Department of Health 

28 and Rehabilitative Services, 

29 .1.!llfi6t "Detention care" means the temporary care of 

30 a child in a detention home or nonsecure detention program, 

31 including home detention and attention homes as authorized by 

16 
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l cti.pter 959, pending court disposition or execution of a court

2 order.

3 1.!!.lt¼-it "Detention hearing" means a hearing provided

4 for under s. 39.032, in delinquency cases, ors. 39.402, in 

5 dependency cases.

6 J.llltl!t "Detention home" means a facility used

7 pending court disposition or execution of court order for the

8 temporary care of a child alleged or found to have committed a

9 violation of law. A detention home may provide secure or

10 nonsecure custody. A facility used for the commitment of

11 adjudicated delinquents shall not be considered a detention

12 home.

13 .11Qlt¼'t "D11lgent efforts by a parent" meo1.ns a course 

141 of conduct which results in substantial compliance with a 

15 perform.nee agreement or permanent placement plan. 

16 .iillti8t "Diligent efforts of social service agency" 

17 means reasonable efforts to provide social services and 

18 reunification services made by any agency that is a party to a 

19 performance agreement or perm.nent placement plan, 

20 �tilt "Disposition hearing" means a hearing 

21 provided for under s. 39.09(3}, in delinquency cases; s. 

22 39.408(2), in dependency cases; s. 39.44(3), in child-in-need-

23 of-services cases; ors. 39.469, in termination of parental 

2• rights cases. 

25 i..illfiit "Family" means • collective body of persons, 

26 consisting of a child and a parent, guardian, adult custodian, 

27 or adult relative, in which: 

28 (a) The persons reside in the same house or l1v1ng

291 unit; or

30 

31 
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l (b) The parent, guardian, adult custodian, or adult 

'I relative has a legal responsib1l1ty by blood, rurriage, or 

3 court order to support or care for the child, 

• E!lti3t •r.am1ly 1n need of services• means • family

5 that ha.s a child for whom there is no allegation of abuse, 

6 neglect, or aba.ndonment and who ia referred to a law 

7 enforcement agency or the department for: 

I 

• 

ta) Running away from parents or legal custodians; 

(b) Peraistently disobeying reasonable and lawful

10 demands of parents or legal custod1ans, and for be1ng beyond 

11 their control; or 

12 (c) Habitual truancy from school. 

13 llll.fi4t •Foster care" means care prov1ded a child in 

14 a foster family or boarding home, group home, agency boarding 

15 hoae, child care institution, or any com.b1nation thereof. 

16 ..!lllti5t "Halfway house" means • commun1ty-based 

171 rea1dential program for 12 or more committed delinquents that 

11 is operated by the department, 

19 1filti•t "Intake" means the acceptance of a law 

20 enforcement report or complaint of delinquency, a family in 

21 need of services, or a child 1n need of services and the 

22 screening thereof to determine whether act1on by the court is 

23 warranted, the disposition of the ;eport or complaint w1thout 

24 court or public agency action when appropr1ate, the referral 

2S of the child to another publ1c or pr1vate agency when 

26 appropriate, and the recommendation by the intake officer of 

27 court action when appropriate. 

28 1J!ltiT't "Intake officer" means the authorized agent 

29 of the department perform1ng the intake function for a child 

30 alleged to be delinquent, dependent, in need of services, or 

31 from a family in need of services. 

18 
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l l±lltiBt "Judge" means the circuit Judge exerc1s1ng

21 Jur1sd1ct1on pursuant to this chapter.

3 �ti!'t "Legal custody" means a leg.all status created 

4 by court order or letter of guard1ansh1p wh1ch vests 1n a 

S custodian of the person or guard1an, whether an agency or an 

6 1nd1v1dual, the right to h•ve physical custody of the child 

7 and the right and duty to protect, tra1n, and disc1pline him 

8 and to provide him with food, shelter, education, and ordinary 

9 medical, dental, psych1atr1c, and psycholog1cal care. 

10 1..!!.lt38t •Licensed ch1ld-car1ng agency• means a 

ll
l 

person, society, assoc1at1on, or agency licensed by the 

12 department to care for, receive, and board children. 

l3 .tlllf3lt "Licensed ch1ld-plac1ng agency" me,11.ns a 

14 person, society, assoc1at1on, or institution licensed by the 

15 dep,artment to care for, rece1ve, or board ch1ldren and to 

16 place children in a licensed ch1ld-car1ng inst1tution or a 

17 foster or adoptive home. 

lS il.ll_t3i!t "L1censed health care professional• means a 

19 phys1c1an licensed under chapter 458, an osteopath1c physician 

20 l1censed under chapter 459, a nurse licensed under chapter 

21 464, a physician's assistant certified under chapter 458, or a 

22 dentist l1censed under chapter 466, 

23 1..!!lf33t "Likely to 1nJure. oneself ,. means that, as

24 evidenced by violent or other act1vely self-destructive 

25 behavior, 1t 1s more likely than not that w1th1n a 24-hour 

26 period the child will attempt to commit suicide or inflict 

27 serious bodily harm on himself, 

28 .illlt3ft "Likely to inJure others" means that 1t 1s 

29 more likely than not that within a 24-hour period the child 

30 w1ll 1nfl1ct serious and unJustified bodily harm on another 

31 person. 

19 
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illl.t35t "Mediation" means a process whereby a neutral 

2 third party, whether an individual or a panel, acts to 

3 encourage and facilit•te the resolution of a dispute without 

4 prescribing what such resolution should be. It is an informal 

5 and nonadversarial process with the obJective of helping the 

6 disputing parties reach a mutually accept•ble agreement. 

7 i11.l.t3it "Necessary medical treatment" means care 

8 which 1s necessary w1th1n a reasonable degree of medical 

9 certainty to prevent the deterioration of a child's condition 

10 or to alleviate immediate pain of a child. 

11 ill.lt31t "Neglect" occurs when the parent or legal 

12 custodian of a child or, 1n the absence of a parent or legal 

13 custodian, the person primarily responsible for the child's 

14 welfare deprives a child of, or allows a child to be deprived 

15 of, necessary food, clothing, shelter, or medical treatment or 

16 permits a child to live 1n an environment when such 

17 deprivation or environment causes the child's physical, 

1e mental, or emot1onal health to be sign1f1cantly impaired or to 

19 be 1n danger of being significantly impaired. The foregoing 

20 circumstances shall not be considered neglect 1f caused 

21 primarily by f1nanc1al 1nabil1ty unless services for relief 

22 have been offered and reJected. A parent or guardian, 

23 legitimately practicing his rel1g1?us beliefs in accordance 

24 with a recognized church or religious organization who thereby 

25 does not provide specific medical treatment for a child shall 

26 not, for that reason alone, be considered a negligent parent 

27 or guardian; however, such an exception does not preclude a 

28 court from ordering the following services to be provided, 

29 when the health of the child so requires: 

30 

31 

20 
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l (a) Med1cal serv1ces from a l1censed phys1c1an,

'I dentist, optometrist, pod1atr1st, or other qualified health

3 care provider; or 

• (b) Treatment by a duly accredited practitioner who

5 relies solely on spiritual means for healing in accordance

6 w1th the tenets and practices of a well-recognized church or

7 rel1g1ous organ1zation.

8 �t39t "Nonsecure detention"' means a progrui for the 

•1 temporary care of children, pending delinquency adjudication 

10 or court disposition.

11 .1.!ilt39t "Parent" means the natural father or natural

12 mother of a child, If a child has been leg,dly adopted, the

13 term "parent" means the adoptive mother or father of the

14 child,

15 1.!!.lt4it "Perform.a.nee agreement" means a meaningful

16 document, written in laym.n's terms in the principal language,

17 to the eztent possible, of the natural parent and in English,

18 which document:

19 (a) Is ordered by the court and reviewed by the court

20 for reasonableness, accuracy, and compl1ance with requ1rements

21 of other court orders and requirements of part IV of this

22 chapter;

23 (b) Is prepared by the social service agency

24
1 

responsible for the foster home placement in conference with 

25 the natural parents; 

26 (c) Is signed by the parent, parents, or other

27 custodian of the child; the ch1ld's legal guardian; the social 

28 service agency responsible for the foster home placement; the 

29 foster parent; the guardian ad litem for the ch1ld, if one has 

30 been appointed; and if appropriate, the child; 

ll 

21 
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l (d) For involunt•ry placements, specifically describes

2 each circumstance on which the court based an initial 

3 adJudication of dependency under s. 39.409 and in which the 

4 parent or parents and the social service agency mutually agree 

5 to a written plan of action to prevent the recurrence of the 

6 facts found in the order which adJudicated the child 

7 dependent; and 

e (e) For voluntary placements, specifically describes

, each circumstance in which th• child was voluntarily placed in 

10 foater care and in which the social service agency and the 

11 pa.rent or parents agree to a written plan of action to prevent 

12 the recurrence of circumstances leading to placement. 

13 �t•¼t "Permanent placement plan" means a document, 

14 written in layman's terms in the principal language, to the 

15 extent possible, of the natural parent and in English, which 

16 document is ordered by the court and prep.a.red by the social 

17 service agency when the natural parents will not or cannot 

18 participate in the preparation of a performance agreement. 

19 The permanent placement plan shall take the place of the 

20 performance agreement and shall meet all requirements 

21 pertaining to a performa.nce agreement. 

22 .l!llt4it "Preventive services" means social services 

23 and other supportive and rehabilit�tive services provided to 

24 the parent of the child, the legal guardian of the child, or 

25 the custodian of the child and to the child for the purpose of 

26 averting the removal of the child from the home or disruption 

27 of a family which will or could result in the placement of a 

28 child in foster care. Social services and other supportive 

29 and rehabilitative services shall promote the child's need for 

30 a safe, continuous, stable, living environment and shall 

31 
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'I promote family autonomy and shall strengthen family life

2 whenever possible. 

3 (44) "Protective investigator" means an authorized

4 agent of the department who receives, investigates, and 

5 classifies reports of child abuse or neglect as defined in s. 

6 415.503, who m.ay, as a result of the investigation, file a 

7 dependency petition for the child under the criteria of s. 

8 39.0l(lO)(a), and who performs other duties necessary to carry 

9 out the required actions of the protective investigation 

10 function. 

11 l!llf43t .. Protective supervision" means a legal status 

12 in dependency cases, child-in-need-of-services cases, or 

13 f.amily-in-need-of-services cases which permits the child to 

14 remain in his own home or other placement under the 

15 supervision of an agent of the department, subject to being 

16 returned to the court during the period of supervision. 

17 �t••t "Reunification services" means social 

l! services and other supportive and rehabilitative services 

19 provided to the parent of the child, the legal guardian of the 

20 child, or the custodian of the child, whichever 1s applicable, 

21 the child, and where appropriate the foster parents of the 

22 child for the purpose of enabling a child who has been placed 

23 in foster care to return to h1s family at an earlier time than 

24 would otherwise be possible and for the purpose of reducing 

25 the likelihood of a child returning to foster care. Social 

26 services and other supportive and rehabilitative services 

27 shall promote the child's need for a safe, continuous, stable, 

28 living environment and shall promote family autonomy and 

29 strengthen family life whenever possible. 

30 l!llt45t "Secure detention facility" means • 

311 physically restricting facility for the temporary care of 

23 
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1 children, pending delinquency adjudication or court 

2 disposition, 

3 ill.l+-'6t "Shelter" means a place for the temporary 

4 care of a child who 1s alleged to be or who has been found to 

5 be dependent, a child from a family 1n need of services, or a 

6 child in need of services, pending court disposition before or 

7 after adjudication or after execution of a court order. 

8 "Shelter" may include a facility which provides 24-hour 

9 continual supervision for the temporary care of• child who 1s 

10 placed pursuant to s. 39.422, 

11 �tHt "Shelter hearing" means a hearing provided 

12 for under s. 39.422 1n family-in-need-of-services cases or 

13 child-in-need-of-services cases. 

14 fillt49t "Social service agency" means the department, 

15 a licensed child-caring agency, or a licensed child-placing 

16 agency. 

17 ill.lt49t "Substantial compliance" means that the 

18 circumstances which caused the placement 1n foster care have 

19 been remedied to the extent that the well-being and safety of 

20 the child will not be endangered upon the child's being 

21 returned to the child's parent or guardian. 

22 illlt59t "Taken into custody" means the status of a 

23 child immediately when temporary physical control over the 

24 child 1s attained by a person authorized by law, pending the 

25 child's release, detention, placement, or other disposition as 

26 authorized by law. 

27 J2.lltS¼t "To be habitually truant" means that: 

28 (a) The child has been absent from school without the 

29 knowledge or Justifiable consent of the child's parent or 

30 legal guardian and is not exempt from attendance by virtue of 

31 being over the age of compulsory school attendance or by 

24 
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1 meeting the criteri• in s. 232,06, s. 232.09, or any other 

2 exemptions specified by law or the rules of the State Board of 

3 Education; 

4 (b) In addition to the actions described in ss. 

5 230.2313(3)(c) and 232.17, the school administration has 

6 completed the following escal•ting activities to determine the 

7 cause, and to attempt the remediation, of the child's truant 

8 behavior: 

9 1. One or more meetings have been held between a

10 school attendance professional or school social worker, the 

11 child's parent or guardian, and the child, 1f necessary, to 

12 report and to attempt to solve the truancy problem. Bowever, 

13 if the school attendance professional or school social worker 

14 has documented the refusal of the parent or guardian to 

15 participate in the meetings, then this requirement has been 

16 met and the school administration shall proceed to the next 

17 escalating activity: 

18 2. Educational counseling has been provided to 

19 determine whether curriculum changes would help solve the 

20 truancy problem, and, if any changes were indicated, such 

21 changes were instituted but proved unsuccessful in remedying 

22 the truant behavior. Such curriculum changes may include 

23 enrollment of the child in an alternative education program 

24 that meets the specific educational and behavioral needs of 

25 the child; and 

26 3. Educational evaluation, which may include 

27 psychological evaluation, has been provided to assist 1n 

2! determining the specific cond1t1on, if any, that 1s 

29 contr1but1ng to the child's nonattendance. The evaluation 

30 must have been supplemented by specific efforts by the school 

31 to remedy any diagnosed condition; 

25 
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l (c) A school social worker or other person des1gnated

2 by the school administration, if the school does not have a 

3 school social worker, and an intake officer of the department 

4 have jointly 1nvestigated the truancy problem or, if that was 

5 not feasible, have performed separate investigat1ons to 

6 identify conditions which may be contribut1ng to the truant 

7 behavior; and 1f, after a joint staffing of the case to 

e determine the nece■sity for services, such services were 

9 determ1ned to be needed, the persons who performed the 

10 investigations met jointly with the fa.mily and child to 

11 discuss any referral to appropriate community agencies for 

12 economic services, family or ind1v1dual counseling, or other 

13 services required to remedy the conditions that are 

14 contr1but1ng to the truant behavior; and 

15 (d) The failure or refusal of the parent or legal

16 guard1an or the child to part1c1pate, or make a good faith 

17 effort to participate, 1n the act1vit1es prescribed to remedy 

18 the truant behavior, or the failure or refusal of the child to 

19 return to school after partic1pat1on 1n act1v1t1es required by 

20 this ■ub•ection, or the fa1lure of the child to stop the 

21 truant behavior after the school administration and the 

22 department have worked with the child as described 1n s. 

23 232,19(3) shall be handled as pres.cubed in s. 232.19.

24 �tSit "Training school" means one of the following 

25 facil1ties: the Arthur G. Dozier School or the Florida School 

26 for Boys at Okeechobee. 

27 12llt53t "Violation of law" means a violation of any 

2!1 law of the United States or of the state which 1s a 

29 misdemeanor or a felony. "V1olat1on of law" also means a 

30 violation of a county or municipal ordinance which would be 

31 
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1 punishable by incarceration if the violation were committed by 

2 an adult. 

3 �t54t "W,1.iver hearing .. me11ns a hearing provided for 

4 under s. 39.09(2). 

5 Section 3. Subsections (2) and {3) of section 39.401, 

6 Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

7 39.401 Taking a child alleged to be dependent into 

e custody.--

9 (2) If the person taking the child into custody is not

10 a protective investigator an-�ntake-o££±eer, he shall: 

11 (a) Release the child to a parent, guardian, legal 

12 custodian, responsible adult approved by the court when 

13 limited to temporary emergency situations, responsible adult 

14 relative, or responsible adult approved by the department; 

15 within 3 days following such release, the person taking the 

16 child into custody shall make a full written report to the 

17 protective investigation �ntake office of the department for 

18 cases involving allegations of abandonment, abuse, or negl�ct 

19 or to the appropriate service unit of the local children, 

20 youth, and families office within the department for other 

21 dependency cases w±th±n-3-days; or 

22 (b) Deliver the child to a protective investigator an 

23 �ntake-o££±eer of the department, stating the facts by reason 

24 of which the child was taken into custody and sufficient 

2S information to establish probable cause that the child 1s 

26 abandoned, abused, or neglected de�endent, and make a full 

27 written report to the protective investigation intake office 

28 of the department within 3 days; or� 

29 {C) Deliver the child to the appropriate service unit 

30 within the department and provide the required report to that 

31 unit of the local children, youth, and families office. 

27 
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l (3) If the child is taken 1nto custody by, or is 

2 delivered to, a protective 1nvest19ator an-�ntake-o££�eer, the 

3 protective investigator �ntake-o££±eer shall review the facts

4 and make such further inquiry as necessary to determine

5 whether the child should remain in custody or be released.

6 Unless shelter is required as provided in s. 39.402(1), the

7 protective investigator �ntake-o£f�eer shall:

8 (a) Release the child to his parent, guardian, legal

91 custodian, a responsible adult relative, or a responsible 

101 adult approved by the department; or 

11 (b) Authorize placement of a housekeeper/homemaker 

12 earetakerfho■eaaker in the home of a child alleged to be 

13 dependent until the parent or legal custodian assumes care of 

14 the child. 

15 section 4. Subsections (3) and (4) and paragraph (b) 

16
1 

of subsection (8) of section 39.402, Florida Statutes, are 

17 amended to read: 

18 

19 

39.402 Placement in a shelter.--

(3) If the protective investigator �ntake-o£f�eer 

20 determines that placement 1n a shelter is necessary according 

21 to the prov1s1ons of subsections (1) and (2), the protective 

22 investigator �ntake-off±eer shall authorize placement of the 

23 ch1ld 1n • shelter and shall 1mmed;ately notify the parents or 

24 legal custodians that the child was taken into custody. 

25 (4) If the child is alleged to be both dependent and

26 delinquent, the protect1ve investigator �ntake-of£�eer �y 

27 authorize either placement in a shelter pursuant to this 

23 section or detention pursuant to s. 39.032, 

29 (8) 

30 (b) In the interval until the detention hearing is 

311 held pursuant to paragraph (a), the decision as to placement 

28 

CODING: Words str�eken are deletions; words underllned are additions. 



31-794A-ee

l in a shelter or release of the child from a shelter shall lie

2 with the protective investigator �ntake-o££ieer in accordance 

3 with subsection (3). 

4 Section 5. Section 39.403, Florida Statutes, is 

51 amended to read: 

6 

7 

39.403 Protective investigation �ntake.--

(1) Protective investigation �nt■ke shall be performed

e by the department. A report or complaint alleging th•t a 

9 child is dependent because such child is an abused or 

10 neglected child, as defined in s. 415.503, shall be made to 

11 the central abuse registry and tracking system. A complaint 

12 alleging that a child 1s dependent, but not because such child 

13 is an abused or neglected child, as defined in s. 415.503, 

14 shall be made to the local children, youth, and families 

15 program office of the department sha%¼-be-maee-to-the-%ntake 

16 o££�ee operating in the county in which the child is found or 

17 in which the case arose. Any person or agency having 

18 knowledge of the facts may make a report or complaint. The 

19 complainant shall furnish the protective investigation office 

20 or the appropriate service unit of the local children, youth, 

21 and f�ilies program office of the department, whichever is 

22 appropriate, %fttake-o££�ee facts sufficient to est•blish the 

23 Jurisdiction of the court and to s_upport a finding by the 

24 court that the child is dependent. 

25 (2) The protective invest1qato_f_ �ntake-o££�eer sh•ll

26 make a preliminary determination as to whether the report or 

27 complaint is complete, consulting with the state attorney or 

28 assistant state attorney when necessary. In any case 1n which 

29 the protective investigator �ntake-o££�eer or the state 

30 attorney finds that the report or complaint is incomplete, the 

31 protective investigator �ntake-o££�e@r or stat@ attorney shall 

29 
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l return the report or complaint without delay to the person or 

2 agency originating the report or complaint or having knowledge 

3 of the facts or to the appropriate law enforcement agency 

4 having investigative jurisdiction and request additional 

S inforution in order to complete the report or complaint; 

i however, the confidentiality of any report filed in accordance 

7 with ss. 415,502-415,514 shall not be violated. 

I (a) If the protective investiqato; ¼nteke-eff¼eer

9 determines that the report or complaint ls complete, he ma.y, 

10 after determining that such action would be in the best 

11 interests of the child, file a petition for dependency. 

12 (b) If the protective investigator �ntake-o£f¼eer

13 determines that the report or complaint is complete, but that 

14 in his judgment the interest of the child and the public will 

15 be best served by providing the child care or other treatment 

16 voluntarily accepted by the child and his parents or legal 

17 custodians, the protective investigator �ntake-off�eer may 

11 refer the child for such care or other treatment. 

19 (c) If the protective 1nvest19ator �ntake-o££�eer

20 refuses to file a petition for dependency, the complainant 

21 shall be advised of his right to file a petition pursuant to 

22 this part. 

23 Section 6. Subsections (3),and (6) of section 39,404,

241 Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

25 

2' 

39,404 Petition for dependency.--

(3) When the child has been taken into cuatody, a

27 petition alleging dependency shall be filed within 7 days of 

28 the date the child is taken 1nto custody. In all other cases, 

29 the petition shall be f1led within a reasonable t1me after the 

30 date the child was referred to protective 1nvesti9�t1on �nta�e 

31 pursuant to s. 39.403. 

30 
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(6) When a petition for dependency has been filed and

2 the parents or custodians of the child have advised the 

3 protective 1nve!t19at1on ¼nta�e office that the truth of the 

4 allegations 1s acknowledged and that no contest 1s to be made 

5 of the adJud1cat1on, the protective investigator ¼nta�e 

6 eE£�eer may set the case before the court for an adJud1catory 

7 hearing. Neither the state attorney nor an assistant state 

B attorney shall be required to be present at the adJud1catory 

9 hearing. Should there be a change 1n the plea at this 

10 hearing, the court shall continue the hearing to permit the 

11 state attorney to prep.a.re and present the case for the state. 

12 Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 39,423, Florida 

131 Statutes, 1s amended to read: 

14 

15 

39,423 Intake.--

(2) The intake officer shall make a preliminary

16 determination as to whether the report or complaint 1s 

17 complete. The criteria for the completeness of a report or 

18 complaint with respect to a child alleged to be from a family 

19 1n need of services wh1le subJect to compulsory school 

20 attendance shall be governed bys. 39.0ll2ll.t5it. In any case 

21 1n which the intake officer finds that the report or complaint 

22 1s incomplete, the intake officer shall return the report or 

23 complaint without delay to the per�on or agency or1g1nating

24 the report or complaint or having knowledge of the facts or to 

25 the appropriate law enforcement agency having investigative 

26 Jur1sd1ct1on and request add1t1onal 1nformat1on 1n order to 

27 complete the report or complaint. 

,. Sect1on S. Sect1on 415,103, Flor1da Statutes, 1s 

291 amended to read· 

30 415,103 Mandatory report1ng of abuse, neglect, or 

311 exploitation of aged persons or d1sabled adults; mandatory 

31 
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11 reports of death; central abuse registry and tracking system;

2 immunity from liability.--

3 

• 

5 

(1) MANDATORY REPORTING.--

(a) Any person, 1nclud1ng, but not l1m1ted to, any:

1. Physician, osteopath, medical exiUTl1ner,

6 chiropractor, nurse, or hospital personnel engaged in the 

7 admission, examination, care, or treatment of aged persons or 

S dis•bled adults; 

• 2. Health or mental health professional other than one

101 listed 1n subparagraph l,;

11 3, Practitioner who relies solely on spiritual means 

121 for healing; 

13 4, Nursing home staff, adult congregate living 

14 facility staff, adult day care center staff, social worker, or 

15 other professional adult care, foster care, residential, or 

16 1nstitution•l staff; 

17 5, State, county, or mun1c1pal criminal Justice 

lSI employee or law enforcement officer; or 

19 6. Hum.an rights advocacy committee or long-term care

20 ombudsm.an council memb•r, who knows, or has reasonable cause 

21 to suspect, that an aged person or disabled adult 1s an 

22 abused, neglected, or exploited person shall immediately 

23 report such knowledge or suspicio� to the central abuse 

24 registry and tracking system of the department on the single 

25 statewide toll-free telephone number or-dtreet%r-to-the-%oee% 

26 offtee-of-the-department-responstb¼e-for-tnYesttget�on-of 

27 reports-sede-p�rsttent-to-thts-seetton. 

28 (b) To the extent possible, a report made pursuant to

29
1 

paragraph (a) shall contain, but not be limited to, the 

30 following information: 

31 
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1 1. Name, age, race, sex, and physical description of

2 each aged person or disabled adult alleged to have been 

3 abused, neglected, or exploited; 

• 2. Names, •ddresses, and telephone numbers of the

SI alleged victim's f•mily members; 

6 3. Name, address, and telephone number of each alleged

7 perpetrator of abuse, neglect, or exploitation; 

8 4. N.me, address, and telephone number of the 

9 caregiver of the aged person or disabled adult, if different 

10 from the alleged perpetrator; 

11 5, N.me, address, and telephone number of the person

12 reporting the alleged abuse, neglect, or exploitation 

13 involving the victim or the alleged perpetr•tor; 

14 6. Description of the physical inJur1es sustained;

15 7, Actions taken by the reporter, if any, such as 

16 notification of the criminal Justice agency; and 

17 !. Any other information available to the reporting 

18 person which may establish the cause of abuse, neglect, or 

19 explo1t•tion which occurred or 1s occurring. 

20 (2) MANDATORY REPORTS OF DEATH.--Any person required 

21 to report or investigate cases of suspected abuse, neglect, or 

22 exploitation who has reasonable cause to suspect that an aged 

23 person or disabled adult died as a
_ 

result of abuse, neglect, 

24 or exploitation shall report his suspicion to the appropriate 

25 medical examiner. The medical examiner shall accept the 

26 report for 1nvest1gation pursuant to s. 406.11 and shall 

27 report his findings, 1n writing, to the appropriate local 

28 criminal Justice agency, the appropriate state attorney, and 

29 the department. Autopsy reports ma1nta.ned by the medical 

30 examiner are not subject to the conf1dential1ty requirements 

31 provided for 1n s. 415.107. 
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(3) CENTRAL ABUSE REGISTRY ANO TRACKING SYSTEM.-

(a) The dep•rtment shall establish and maintain a

3 central abuse registry and tracking system which sh•ll receive 

4 all reports made pursuant to this section in writing or 

S through a single statewide toll-free telephone number which 

6 any person m.ay use to report known or suspected abuse, 

7 neglect, or exploitation of an aged person or disabled •dult 

a at any hour of the day or night, any d•y of the week. The 

9 central abuse registry and tracking system shall be operated 

10 in such a manner as to enable the depa.rtment to: 

11 1, Immediately identify and locate, through the 

12 department's automated tracking system, prior reports or cases 

13 of adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 

14 2. Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the 

15 department's program for reportingL and investigating, and 

16 classifying suspected abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged 

17 persons or disabled adults, and the provision of protective 

18 services to such persons through the development and analysis 

19 of statistical and other information, and to report thereon. 

20 3. Track critical steps in the investigative process 

21 to ensure compliance with all requirements for all reports. 

22 !:_3� Maintain and produce aggregate statistical 

23 reports for monitoring patterns of abuse, neglect, or 

2, exploitation of aged persons or disabled adults. 

25 i:.•T Serve as a resource for the evaluation, 

26 management, and planning of preventive and remedial services 

27 for aged persons or disabled adults who have been subJect to 

28 abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 

29 {b) Upon receiving �n oral or written report of known 

30 or suspected abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an aged person 

31 or disabled adult, the central abuse registry and tracking 

34 

CODING: Words str¼e�e� are deletions; words underlined are add1tions. 



3l-794A-88 

1 system shall determ1ne 1f the report requ1res an 1mmediate on-

2 site protective investigation �!Uled¼ate%y-not�fy-the 

3 des�9nate9-•9�n9-end-•d•%t-serv�ees-d¼str�et-staff-of-the 

4 departaent-w�th-respeet-to-the-report7-any-prev�o•s-report 

5 eoneern�n9-•-s�b;ect-of-the-present-repert7-or-any-other 

6 pert¼nent-�nform.at�on-re%at�ve-thereto. For reports r@qUlring 

7 an immediate on-site protective investigation, the central 

B abuse registry and tracking system shall immediately notify 

9 the �eJ)!rtment's designated aging and adult services district 

10 staff responsible for protective investigations to ensure an 

11 on-site investi9at1on is promptly init1ated. For reports not 

12 requiring an 1rnmediate on-site protective 1nvest igation, the 

13 central abuse registry and tracking system shall notify the 

14 department's des19nated aging and adult serv1ces district 

15 staff responsible for protect1ve investigations in sufficient 

16 time to allow for an 1nvestigat1on to be commenced within 24 

17 hours. At the time of not1fication of d1strict staff with 

18 respect to the report, the central abuse regiatry and tracking 

19 system shall also provide information on any previous report 

20 concerning a subJect of the present report or any pertinent 

21 information relative to the present report or any noted 

22 earl��rts. 

23 (c) Upon completion of its investigation, the

24 designated ag ing and adult services district staff of the 

25 department shall classify reports either as "confirmed,• 

26 " indicated," or "unfounded.• At this time, the department 

27 shall notify the victim named in the report, the guardian or 

2B gu�rd1�ns or the caregiver of the aged person or disabled 

29 adult named as the victim, and the alleged perpetrator, if 

30 other than the guardian or guardians or the caregiver, of the 

31 completion of the investigation of the report, the 
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l claasificat1on of the report, and the right to ask for

2 amendment or expunct1on pursuant to paragraph {d). All 

3 identifying information in the central abuse registry and 

4 tracking system or other computer systems or records that 1s 

5 related to an unfounded report shall be expunged l year after 

6 the case 1s classified as "unfounded," All ident1fy1ng 

7 information in the central abuse registry and tracking syst�m 

e related to an indicated report shall be expunged from the 

9 central abuse reg1stry and tracking system 7 years after !ro■ 

10 the date of the last 1nd1cated report concerning any person 

11 named in the report. All informa.tion, other than 1dentify1ng 

12 inform.ation, related to an indicated or unfounded report at 

13 the t1me of expunction shall be disposed of 1n a manner deemed 

14 appropriate by the department and pursuant to ss. 119.041 and 

15 257.36(7). Unfounded and-�ftd�eated reports shall only be 

16 indexed by the name of the aged person or disabled adult to 

17 detect patterns of abuse, neglect, or exploitation. Persons 

18 nued in unfounded or indicated reports shall not be 

19 1dentified as alleged perpetrators. All information in the 

20 central abuse reg1stry and tracking system or other computer 

21 systems or records shall be subject to the conf1dential1ty 

22 provisions in s. 415.107, 

23 (d)l. Where 1t is shown that the record 1s inaccurate

24 or 1ncons1stent with ss. 415.101-415.113, the department shall 

25 amend or expunge the record. The department shall notify the 

26 victim and the alleged perpetrator of what amendment 1s made 

27 to the record or of the expunction of the record. 

28 2. Subsequent to the completion of the department's 

29 1nvestigat1on, the v1ct1m or alleged perpetratot of a 

30 conf1rmed report may request the secretary to amend or expunge 

31 the case record and all identifying 1nformat1on 1n the central 
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l abuse registry and tracking system or other computer 5ystems

2 or records pertaining to that report on the grounds that the 

3 record 15 inaccurate or is being maintained in a manner 

4 inconsistent with ss. 415,101-415.113. 

5 3. Notice to the alleged perpetrator of a confirmed 

6 report shall state that: 

7 a. The report has been cla551f1ed as confirmed;

8 b. The alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report ma.y 

9 be disqualified from working with children or the 

10 developmentally disabled or from working in sensitive 

11 positions 1nvolv1ng the care of children, the developmentally 

12 disabled, disabled adults, or aged person5; 

13 c. The alleged perpetrator may request amendment or 

14 expunction of the confirmed report, if the alleged perpetrator 

15 does not agree with the class1f1cat1on; 

16 d. The request by the alleged perpetrator for 

17 amendment or expunction of the confirmed report must be 

18 received by the department w1th1n 30 days after the alleged 

19 perpetrator receives notice of the classification of the 

20 report; 

21 e. The alleged perpetrator can obtain more information 

221 by calling the per5on whose name and telephone number are 

23 provided in the notice; and 

24 f. The failure to timely a5k for amendment or 

25 expunction means the alleged perpetrator agrees not to conte5t 

26 the classif1cat1on of the report. 

27 

28 Notice to the alleged perpetrator shall be sent by cert1f1ed 

29 mail. 

30 4. Failure to respond within the time specified 1n 

31 subparagraph 3, means that the alleged perpetrator agrees not 
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1 to contest the classif1cat1on of the report. The alleged 

2 perpetrator m.ay, within 1 year of the classif1cat1on of the 

3 report a1 conf1rmed, request the department to set aside a 

4 conf.irmed report where it can be shown that the failure to ask 

5 for aaendment or expunction was due to excusable neglect or 

6 fraud. The standard for excusable neglect or fraud shall be 

7 as pTovided in the Rule• of C1v1l Procedure • 

• 

• 

10 

11 

5. If the alleged perpetrator aaks for amendment or

expunction, the secretary may amend or expunge the record. 

the ••cretary refuses or does not act w1th1n JO days after 

receiving auch a request, the alleged perpetrator shall have 

If 

12 the r1ght to an adm1nistrative hearing to contest whether the 

13 record of the report should be amended or expunged. At the 

14 chaprer 120 hear1ng the department shall prove by a 

15 preponderance of evidence that the perpetrator committed the 

16 abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

17 expunge and the alleged perpetrator fails to timely ask for an 

l! admiru■trative hearing, the failure to t1mely ask shall mean 

19 that the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest the 

20 secretary'■ decision and the f1nd1ngs of the confirmed report 

21 of abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

22 expunge and the alleged perpetrator asks for an admin1strat1ve 

23 hearing and the department's classif1cat1on 1s upheld, the 

24 report shall rem.a1n as confirmed. Any person who is named 1n 

25 an indicated report shall not have the right to challenge the 

26 department's classif1cat1on system through the department or 

27 through an adm1nistrat1ve hearing under chapter 120. 

28 6. The confidentiality of the abuse or neglect report 

29 shall, to the extent possible, be ma1nta1ned during the 

30 adm1nistrat1ve hearing process. The administrative hearing 

31 shall be closed, the adm1n1strat1ve files shall be closed and 
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l not disclosed to the public under s. 119.07(1), and any

2 identifying inforlJ!..il.tion in the recommended or final order 

3 shall be deleted prior to publishing pursuant to chapter 120. 

4 {e) Nothing 1n this section is intended to require the 

5 expunction or destruction of case records or information 

6 required by the Federal Government to be retained for future 

7 audit. 

9 (4) POSTING STATEWIDE TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR 

9 THE CENTRAL ABUSE REGISTRY AND TRACKING SYSTEM.--

10 (a) The statewide toll-free telephone number for the 

11 central abuse registry and tracking system shall be posted in 

12 all facilities operated by or under contract with or licensed 

13 by the department which provide services to aged persons or 

14 disabled adults. Such posting shall be clearly visible and in 

15 a prominent place within the fac1l1ty and shall be accompanied 

16 by the words, "To Report the Abuse, Neglect, or Explo1tat1on 

17 of an Aged Person or Disabled Adult, Please call Toll-free 1-

18 800-342-9152.· 

19 {b) Every facility serving aged persons or disabled 

20 adults shall inform residents of their rights to report 

21 abusive, neglectful, or exploitive practices and shall 

22 establish appropriate policies and procedures to facilitate 

23 such reporting. 

24 (5) IMKUNITY.--

25 (a) Any person part1c1pat1ng in the making of a report 

26 pursuant to this section or participating 1n a Judicial 

27 proceeding resulting therefrom is presumed to be acting 1n 

28 good faith and, unless lack of good faith is shown by clear 

29 and convincing evidence, 1s immune from any liability, civil 

30 or criminal, that otherwise might be incurred or imposed. 

31 Nothing contalned ln this section shall be deemed to grant 
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1 immunity, civil or cr1m1nal, to any person suspected of having 

2 abused, neglected, or exploited, or committed any illegal act 

3 upon or against, an aged person or disabled adult. Further, 

4 no resident or employee of a facility serving aged persons or 

5 disabled adults may be subJected to reprisal or discharge 

6 because of h1s actions 1n reporting abuse, neglect, or 

7 exploitation pursuant to the requirements of this section. 

5 (b) Any person ruking a report under this section 

9 shall have a civil cause of action for appropriate 

10 compensatory and punitive dam.ages against any person who 

11 causes detrimental changes 1n the employment status of such 

12 reporting party by reason of his ruking such report. Any 

13 detrimental change made in the residency or employment status 

14 of such person, such as, but not limited to, discharge, 

15 termination, demotion, transfer, or reduction 1n pay or 

16 benefits or work privileges, or negative evaluations, within a 

17 prescribed period of time shall establish a rebuttable 

18 presumption that such action was retaliatory. 

19 Section 9. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 415,104, 

20 Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

21 415,104 Protective services investigations of cases of 

22 abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged persons or disabled 

23 adults; transmittal of records to ftate attorney.--

24 (1) The department shall, upon receipt of a report

25 alleging abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an aged person or 

26 disabled adult, commence, or cause to be commenced within 24 

27 hours, a protective services investigation of the facts 

28 alleged therein. If, upon arrival at the scene of the 

29 incident, a caregiver refuses to allow the department to begin 

30 a protective services investigation or interferes with the 

31 department's ability to conduct such an investigation, the 

,o 
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1 appropriate law enforcement agency shall be contacted. If, 

2 during the course of the 1nvest1gat1on, the department has 

3 reason to believe that the abuse, neglect, or explo1tat1on 1s 

4 perpetrated by a second p&rty, the appropriate cr1min•l 

5 Justice agency shall be orally notified in order th•t such 

6 agency m-y begin a cr1m1nal 1nvest1gat1on concurrent with the 

7 protective services investigation of the department. The 

8 department shall make a preliminary written report to the 

9 criminal justice agency within 5 working days of the oral 

10 report. The department shall, w1th1n 24 hours after receipt 

11 of the report, notify the appropr1•te huma.n rights advoc•cy 

12 conun1ttee, or long-term care ombudsman council, when 

13 appropriate, that an alleged abuse, neglect, or explo1tat1on 

14 perpetrated by a second party has occurred. Notice to the 

15 human rights advocacy committee or long-term care ombudsman 

16 council may be accomplished orally or 10 writing and shall 

17 include the name and location of the •ged person or disabled 

18 adult alleged to have been abused, neglected, or exploited and 

19 the nature of the report. For each report 1t receives, the 

20 department shall perform an on-site 1nvest1gat10n to: 

21 (a) D@termine that the person is an aged person or 

221 disabled adult as defined in s. 415.102, 

23 (b) Determine the compos1t�on of the family or

24 household, 1nclud1ng the name, address, date of birth age, 

25 social security number, sex, and race of each aged person or 

26 disabled adult named 1n the report; any others 1n the 

27 household or 1n the care of the caregiver, or any other 

28 persons responsible for the aged person's or disabled adult's 

29 welfare; and any other adults 1n the same household. 

30 (c) Determine whether there 1s an indication that any 

311 aged person or disabled adult is abused, neglected, or 
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l exploited, 1nclud1ng a determ1nat1on of harm or threatened

2 harm to any aged person or d1sabled adult; the nature and 

3 extent of present or pr1or 1nJur1es, abuse, or neglect, and 

4 any evidence thereof: and a determination as to the person or 

5 persons appa.rently responsible for the abuse, neglect, or 

6 exploitation, including the name, address, date of birth, 

7 social security number, sex, and race of each person to be 

8 classified as a perpetrator in a conf1rmed report. An alleged 

9 perpetrator of a confirmed report of abuse and neglect or 

10 exploitation shall cooperate 1n prov1d1n9 required data for 

11 the ident1ficat1on and track1n9 system to the fullest extent 

12 posstble. 

13 (d) Determine the immediate and long-term risk to each

14 aged person or disabled adult util1zing standardized risk 

15 asseasment 1nstruments7-�£-stteft-persen-rema�ns-�n-efte-ex¼st�n� 

16 en•��naen�. 

17 (e) Determine the protective, treatment, and 

18 amel1orat1ve services necessary to safeguard and ensure the 

19 aged person's or d1sabled adult's well-being and cause the 

20 delivery of those serv1ces through early 1ntervent1on by the 

21 departmental worker responsible for providing serv1� and 

22 managing identified services. 

23 

24 If the department has reason to believe that the abuse, 

25 neglect, or exploitation is perpetrated by a second party, the 

26 state attorney 1n whose circuit the alleged abuse, neglect, or 

27 explo1tat1on occurred shall be not1f1ed. 

28 (2) No later than 30 days after receiving the initial

29 report, the designated aging and adult services d1strict staff 

30 of the de�rtment shall complete its 1nvestigat1on: determine 

31 whecher the reported abuse, neglect, or exploitation was 
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l •confirmed,• "indicated," or "unfounded"; and report its

2 f1ndings to the department's central abuse registry and 

3 tracking system • 

4 Section 10. Subsections (1), (4), and (5) of sect1on 

5 415.107, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

6 415.107 Confidentiality of reports and records in 

7 cases of abuse, neglect, or explo1tation of aged persons or 

8 disabled adults.--

• (1) In order to protect the rights of the individual 

10 or other persons responsible for the welfare of an aged person 

11 or disabled adult, all records concerning reports of abuse, 

12 neglect, or exploitation of the aged person or disabled adult, 

13 including reports made to the central abuse registry and 

14 tracking system and-te-des�gnated-•g�ng-and-adu¼t-ser•¼ees 

15 d¼str�et-e!£�ees-e£-the-department, and all records generated 

16 as a result of such reports shall be confidential and exempt 

17 from the provisions of s. 119.07{1) and shall not be disclosed 

18 except as specifically authorized by ss. 415.101-415.113. 

19 (4) The name of any person reporting adult abuse, 

20 neglect, or exploitation shall 1n no case be released to any 

21 person other than employees of the department responsible for 

22 adult protective serv1ces, the central abuse registry and 

23 track1n9 system, or the appropriate state attorney without the 

24 written consent of the person reporting abuse, neglect, or 

25 exploitation when deemed necessary by the state attorney or 

26 the department to protect an aged person or d1sabled adult who 

27 is the subJect of a report, provided the fact that such person 

28 made the report is not disclosed. Th1s does not proh1b1t the 

29 subpoena of a person reporting adult abuse, neglect, or 

30 explo1tation when deemed necessary by the state attorney or 

31 the department to protect an aged person or disabled adult who 
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l 1s the subJect of • report, provided the fact that such person

2 made the report is not disclosed. Any person who reports a 

3 c•se of adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation may, at the time 

4 he makes the report, request that the department notify h1m 

5 that an adult protective services investigation occurred as a 

6 result of the report. The department shall mail such a notice 

7 to the reporter within 10 working days of the completion of 

a the adult protective services investigation. 

9 (5)(a) The department sh&ll se•rch its central abuse 

10 registry &nd tracking system records pursuant to the 

11 requirements of ss. 110.1127, 393.0655, 394.457, 396.0425, 

12 397.0715, 402.305(1), 402.3055, 402.313, 409.175, 409.176, and 

13 959.06 for the existence of a confirmed report made on the 

14 personnel as defined 1n the foregoing prov1s1ons. The search 

15 shall also include indicated reports prior to July 1, 1987, 

16 Reports prior to 1978 shall not be included. If the search 

17 reveals an indicated report prior to July l, 1987, the 

18 department shall review the report to determine whether the 

19 indic&ted report shall remain classified as "indicated" or 

20 shall be classified as "confirmed" according to the 

21 def1nit1ons 1n s. 415.102, If the report remains classified 

22 as "1nd1c&ted," the individual shall not be disqualified. If 

23 the report is class1f1ed as "confirmed," the dep.a.rtment shall 

24 notify the individual according to the provisions in s. 

25 415.103(3)(d). The department shall report the existence of 

26 any confirmed report and advise the authorized licensing 

27 agency, applicant for licensure, or other authorized agency or 

28 person of the results of the search, the date of the report, 

29 whether 30 days have elapsed for requests for expunct1on or 

30 amendment, failure of the alleged perpetrator to respond 

31 pursuant to s. 415.103(3)(d), and results of any hearing 
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1 conducted by the secretary and any subsequent administrative 

2 hearing. The department shall not release any information on 

3 unfounded or indicated reports. Prior to a search being 

4 conducted, the department or its designee shall notify such 

5 person that an inquiry will be made. The department shall 

6 notify each person for whom • se•rch is conducted of the 

7 results of the search upon request. 

8 (b) The department shall, upon receipt of an 

9 application of a person applying for an initial license or 

10 renew•l of a license for a facility to provide day or 

11 residential care for •ged persons or dis•bled adults, search 

12 its central abuse registry and tracking system for the 

13 existence of a confirmed report of child or adult abuse, 

14 neglect, or exploitation as defined in ss. 415.102(1), (5), 

15 (9), (11), and (13) and 415.503(3), (SJ, and (9) and advise 

16 the licensing agent of any report found and the results of the 

17 investigation conducted pursuant thereto, including whether 30 

18 d•ys have elapsed for requests for expunction or amendment, 

19 failure of the perpetrator to respond pursu•nt to s. 

20 41S.103(3)(d) or s. 415.504{4)(d), •nd results of any hearing 

21 conducted by the secret•ry and any subsequent administrative 

22 hearing held on the report. Such a report shall disqualify an 

23 individual from l1censure, but the department ma.y grant an 

24 exemption from d1squalificat1on if the department has clear 

25 and convincing evidence to support a reasonable belief that 

26 the person is of good character so as to Justify an exemption. 

27 The person shall bear the burden of setting forth sufficient 

28 evidence of rehabilitation, including, but not limited to, the 

29 circumstances surrounding the incident, the nature of the harm 

30 occasioned to the victim, and the history of the person since 

31 the incident, or such other circumstances that shall by the 
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11 aforementioned standards 1nd1cate that the person will not 

present a danger to the safety or well-being of aged persons 

3 or d1sabled adults. The dec1s1on of the department regarding 

4 an exemption may be contested through a hearing pursuant to 

5 chapter 120. A disqualified person may also request amendment 

6 or erpunct1on of the report pursuant to s. 415.lOJ(J)(d). For 

7 purposes of a l1censure appl1cat1on, these remedies must be 

8 reque■ted within 30 days of notification, or be deemed waived. 

9 The department shall notify any individual disqualified from 

10 licen■ure of the right to appeal that disqualification, of 

11 remedies available, and of the time limit for requesting such 

12 remedies pursuant to the provisions of this subsection. The 

13 department may issue no license until screening procedures 

14 and, if necessary, administrative remedies are complete. 

15 Bowever, a conditional or provisional license may be issued in 

16 the case of an existing licensed facility for only that time 

17 nece■sary to complete the above screening procedures and 

18 administrative remedies. No application for licensure shall 

19 be deemed complete until all requested screening information 

20 has been correctly submitted pursuant to department procedure. 

21 Section 11, Section 415.111, Florida Statutes, is 

22 amended to read: 

23 415,111 Penalties for failing to report or preventing 

24 report, or for disclosing confidential information, relating 

25 to abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged person or disabled 

26 adult or for act of such abuse, neglect, or exploitationL 

27 penalties for making false reports.--

28 (l) Any person required bys. 415,103 to report a case

29 of known or suspected abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an 

30 aged person or disabled adult who knowingly and willfully 

31 fails to do so, or who knowingly and willfully prevents 
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l another person from do1ng so, 1s guilty of a misdemeanor of

2 the second degree, punish•ble AS provided 1n s. 775.082, s.

3 775.083, or s. 775.084 •

• (2) Any person who knowingly •nd willfully makes

5 public or discloses •ny conf1dential informat1on cont•ined 1n 

6 the centr•l abuse reg1stry and tracking system, or 1n other 

7 computer systems, or 1n the records of •ny case of abuse, 

a neglect, or exploit•tion of an aged person or disabled adult, 

9 except aa provided 1n ss. 415.101-415,113, 1s guilty of• 

10 misdemeanor of the second degree, punish•ble a■ provided ins. 

11 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

12 (3) Any person who knowingly or willfully abuses,

13 neglects, or exploits an aged person or disabled adult and, 1n 

14 so doing, causes great bodily harm, permanent disfigurement, 

15 or perm.anent d1sab1l1ty to such person 1s guilty of a felony 

16 of the second degree, punishable as provided 1n s. 775.082, s. 

17 775.083, ors. 775.084. 

18 (4) Any person who knowingly or willfully abuses,

19 neglects, or e�plo1ts an aged person or disabled adult 1s 

20 guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as 

21 provided ins. 775.082, s. 775.083, ors. 775.084. 

22 (5) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes a

23 false report of abuse, neglect, or explo1tat1on of an aged 

24 person or disabled adult or any person who advises another to 

25 make a false report, 1s guilty of a misdemeanor of the second 

26 degree, punishable as provided 1n s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or 

27 s. 775.084. Anyone making such a report who 1s acting 1n good 

28 faith is immune from any liability under this subsection. 

29 Section 12. Subsection (4) of section 415.503, Florida 

301 Statutes, is amended to read: 
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l 415.503 Definitions of terms used in ss. 415,502-

2 415.514.--As used in ss. 415,502-415.514:

3 (4) RChild protection team" means a team of

4 professionals established by the de�rtment to receive

5 referrals from the protective investigators s¼"g¼e-¼nta�e and

6 protective supervision servtees staff of the children, youth,

7 and families program and to provide specialized and supportive

8 services to the progru in processing child abuse and neglect

9 cases. A child protection team shall provide consultation to 

10 other programa of the de�rtment and other persons on child 

11 abuse and neglect cases pursuant to s. 415,SOSS(l)(g). 

12 Section 13. Section 415,504, Florida Statutes, is 

131 amended to read: 

u 415.504 Mandatory reports of child abuse or neglect;

15
1 

mandat
.
ory reports of death; central abuse registry and 

16 tra��in.51.....!I.stem.--

17 (1) Any person, including, but not limited to, any:

18 (a) Physician, osteo�th, medical examiner,

19 chiropractor, nurse, or hospital personnel engaged in the 

20 admission, examination, care, or treatment of persons; 

21 (b) Health or mental health professional other than

22 one listed 1n paragraph (a); 

23 (c) Practitioner who reli�s solely on spiritual means

24 for healing; 

25 (d) School teacher or other school official or

26 personnel; 

27 (e) Social worker, day care center worker, or other

28 professional child care, foster care, residential, or 

29 institutional worker; or 

30 

31 

(f) r.aw enforcement officer, 

48 

CODING: Words str¼e�en are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



31-794-A-e!

l 

2 who knows, or has reasonable cause to suspect, that a child is 

3 an abused or neglected child shall report such knowledge or 

4 suspicion to the department in the manner prescribed in 

5 subsection (2), 

6 (2)(a) Each report of known or suspected child abuse 

7 or neglect pursuant to this section shall be made immediately 

8 to the department's central abuse registry and tracking system 

9 on the single statewide toll-free telephone number er-d%reetty 

10 te-the-teeat-ef£%ee-ef-the-department-respens%bte-£er 

11 %ft¥esti�atien-e£-reperts-■a�e-p�rs•ant-te-th%s-seet%en. 

12 (b) Each report made by a person in an occupation 

13 designated in subsection (1) shall be confirmed in writing to 

14 the local office of the department, designated by the central 

15 abuse registry and tracking system, within 48 hours after ef 

16 the initial report. 

17 (c) Reports involving known or suspected institutional 

18 child abuse or neglect shall be made and received in the s.me 

19 manner as all other reports made pursuant to this section. 

20 (3) Any person required to report or investigate cases 

21 of suspected child abuse or neglect who has reasonable cause 

22 to suspect that a child died as a result of child abuse or 

23 neglect shall report his suspicion to the appropriate medical 

24 examiner. The medical examiner shall accept the report for 

25 investigation pursuant to s. 406.11 and shall report his 

26 findings, in writing, to the local law enforcement agency, the 

27 appropriate state attorney, and the department. Autopsy 

2e reports ma.intained by the medical examiner shall not be 

29 subJect to the conf1dent1al1ty requirements provided for in s. 

30 415.51. 
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(4)(a) The department shall establish and maintain a 

2 central abuse registry and tracking system which shall receive 

3 all reports .cu.de pursuant to this section in writing or 

4 through a single statewide toll-free telephone number which 

5 any person may use to report known or suspected child abuse or 

6 neglact at any hour of the day or night, any day of the week. 

7 The central abuse registry and tracking system shall be 

8 operated in such a ma.nner as to enable the dep,artment to: 

! 1. Immediately identify and locate prior reports or

10 case■ of child abuse or neglect utilizing the department's 

11 autm.ated tracking system. 

12 2. Monitor and Reg•lar¼y evaluate the effectiveness of

13 the department's program for reporting, investigating, and 

14 clau\fying suspected abuse or neglect of abHsed-and-negleeted 

15 children through the development and analysis of statistical 

16 and other inforln<il.t1on. 

17 3. Track critical steps in the inve■t1gative process

18 to ensure cocpliance with all requirements for all reports_Qf 

19 abuse or neglect. 

20 4. Maintain and produce aggregate statistical reports

21 for monitoring patterns of child abuse or neglect. 

22 5. Serve as a resource for the evaluation, management,

23 and planning of preventive and remedial services for children 

24 who have been subject to abuse or neglect. 

25 (b) Upon receiving an oral or written report of known

26 or suspected child abuse or neglect, the central abuse 

27 registry and tracking system shall determine 1£ the report 

28 requires an immediate on-site protective 1nvest19at1on 

29 �-ediate¼1-not�£1-the-loeal-oi£�ee-0£-the-department-w�th 

30 respeet-to-the-reportT-any-pre•�o�s-report-eoneern�ng-• 

31 s�b;eet-o£-the-present-report7-or-any-other-pert�nent 

so 
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1 �n£ormat�on-re¼at¼•e-therete. For reports requiring an 

2 immediate on-site protective investigation, the central abuse 

3 registry and tracking system shall immediately notify the 

• department's designated children, youth, and families program

5 office district staff responsible for protective 

6 investigations to ensure an on-site investigation is promptly 

7 1n1t1ated. For reports not requiring an immediate on-site 

e protective 1nvestig•tion, the central abuse registry and 

9 tracking system sh•ll notify the department's designated 

10 children, youth, and families program office diatr1ct staff 

11 responsible for protective 1nvest1gat1ons in sufficient time 

12 to allow for an investigation to be commenced within 24 hours. 

13 At the time of not1f1ca.t1on of district staff with respect to 

14 the report, the central abuse registry and tracking system 

15 shall also provide information on any previous report 

16 concerning• sub1ect of the present report or any pertinent 

17 information relative to the present report or any noted 

18 earlier reports. 

19 (c) Upon completion of its invest1g•t1on, the local 

20 office of the department shall classify reports as 

21 "confirmed," "indicated," or "unfounded." At this time the 

22 department shall notify the parent or guardian of the child, 

23 the child 1f appropriate, and the ,alleged perpetrator if other 

24 than the child's parent or guardian, of the completion of its 

25 investigation of the report and whether the report 1s 

26 cLa.ss1fied as "confirmed," "indicated,'" or "unfounded." All 

27 identifying information in the central abuse registry and 

28 tracking system or other computer systems or records that is 

29 related to unfounded reports shall be expunged 1 year after 

30 the case 1s classified as "unfounded." All identifying 

31 information in the central abuse registry and tracking system 
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l or other computer systems or records that is related to an

2 indicated report shall be expunged from the central abuse 

3 registry and tracking system 7 years after free the date of 

4 the last indicated report concerning any person named in the 

5 report. All information, other than identifying information, 

6 related to indicated or unfounded reports at the time of 

7 expunction shall be disposed of in a m.nner deemed appropriate 

e by the department and pursuant to ss. 119.041 and 257.36(7). 

g Unfounded and-�nd�ea�ed reports shall only be indexed by the 

10 name of the child to detect patterns of abuse or neglect. 

11 Persons named in the unfounded or indicated reports shall not 

12 be identified as alleged perpetrators. All information 1n the 

13 central abuse registry and tracking system or other computer 

14 systems or records shall be subJect to the confidentiality 

15 provisions in s. 415.51. 

16 (d)l. Where 1t is shown that the record 1s inaccurate

17 or inconsistent with ss. 415.501-415.514, the department shall 

18 amend or expunge the record. The department shall notify the 

19 parent or guardian of the child, the child if appropriate, and 

20 the alleged perpetrator 1f other than the child's parent or 

21 guardian of what amendment is made to the record or of the 

22 expunction of the record. 

23 2, Subsequent to the compl�tion of the dep.a.rtment's

24 investigation, any alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report 

25 may request the secretary to amend or expunge the case record 

26 and all identifying information 10 the central abuse registry 

27 and tracking system or other computer systems or records 

28 pertaining to that report on the grounds that the record is 

29 inaccurate or 1s being maintained in a manner inconsistent 

301 with ss. 415,501-415,514. 

31 
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l 3. Notice to the alleged perpetrator of a confirmed

21 report shall state that: 

3 a. The report has been classified as confirmed;

4 b. The alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report may

5 be disqualified from working with children or the 

6 developmentally disabled or from working in sensitive 

7 positions involving the care of children, the developmentally 

S disabled, disabled adults, or aged persons: 

9 c. The alleged perpetrator may request amendment or 

101 expunction of the confirmed report, if the alleged perpetrator

11 does not agree with the classification; 

12 d. The request by the alleged perpetrator for 

13 amendment or expunction of the confirmed report must be 

14 received by the department within 30 days after the alleged 

15 perpetrator receives notice of the classification of the 

16 report; 

17 e. The alleged perpetrator can obtain more information 

lS by calling the person whose name and telephone number are 

19 provided 1r the notice; and 

20 f. The failure to timely ask for amendment or 

21 expunction means the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest 

22 the classification of the report. 

23 

24 Notice to the alleged perpetrator shall be sent by certified 

25 mail. 

26 4, Failure to respond within the time spec1f1ed in 

27 subparagraph 3. means that the alleged perpetrator agrees not 

28 to contest the classification of the report. The alleged 

29 perpetrator may within 1 year of the classification of the 

30 report as confirmed request the department to set aside a 

31 confirmed report where it can be shown that the failure to ask 
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1 for amendment or expunct1on was due to excusable neglect or 

2 fraud. The standard for excusdble neglect or fraud shall be 

3 as provided in the Rules of Civ1l Procedure. 

4 5. If the alleged perpetrator asks for amendment or 

5 expunction, the secretary may a.mend or expunge the record. If 

6 the secretary refuses or does not act w1thin 30 days after 

7 receiving such a request, the alleged perpetrator shall have 

8 the right to an administrative hearing to contest whether the 

9 record of the report should be amended or expunged. At the 

10 chapter 120 hearing the department shall prove by a 

11 preponderance of evidence that the perpetrator committed the 

12 abu■e or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

13 expunge and the alleged perpetrator fails to timely ask for an 

14 administrative hearing, the failure to timely ask shall mean 

15 that the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest the 

16 secretary's dec1sion and the findings of the confirmed report 

17 of abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

115 expunge and the alleged perpetrator asks for an administrative 

19 hearing and the department's classification is upheld, the 

20 report shall remain as confirmed. Any person who 1s named 1n 

21 an indicated report shall not have the right to challenge the 

22 dep.artment's classification system through the department or 

23 through an adm1n1strative hearing under chapter 120. 

24 6. The confidentiality of the abuse or neglect report

25 shall, to the extent possible, be ma1nta1ned during the 

26 administrative hearing process. The adm1n1strative hearing 

27 shall be closed, the administrative files shall be closed and 

215 not disclosed to the public under s. 119.07(1), and any 

29 1dent1fyiflg 1nformat1on in the recommended or f1nal order 

30 shall be deleted prior to publish1ng pursuant to chapter 120. 

31 

54 

CODIIIG: Words str¼e�en are deletions; words underlined are add1tions. 



31-7'4A-II 

l (e) Nothing in this section is intended to require the

2 expunction or de•truction of case records or inforution 

3 required by the Federal Government to be retained for future 

4 •udit. 

s Section 14. Paragr•phs (b) and (f) of subsection (1) 

6 of section 415.505, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

7 415.505 Child protective 1nvest1g•tions; institutional 

I child abuse or neglect investigations.--

• (1) 

10 (b) For each report it receives, the department shall

11 perform an ons1te child protective 1nvestigat1on to: 

12 l, Determine the composition of the family or 

13 household, 1nclud1ng the name, address, d•te of birth a9e, 

14 soc1•l security number, sex, and race of each child named 1n 

15 the report; any siblings or other children 1n the same 

16 household or in the care of the same adults; the parents or 

17 other persons responsible for the child's welfare; and any 

18 other adults 1n the same household. 

19 2. Determine whether there 1s 1ndicat1on that any 

20 child in the family or household is abused or neglected, 

21 including a determination of harm or threatened harm to each 

22 child; the nature and extent of present or prior injuries, 

23 abuse, or neglect, and any evidence thereof; and a 

24 determination as to the person or persons apparently 

25 responsible for the abuse or neglect, including the name, 

26 address, date of birth, social security number, sex, and race 

27 of each person to be classified as a perpetrator 1n a 

28 confirmed report. A perpetrator in a confirmed report of 

29 abuse or neglect shall cooperate 1n providing required data 

30 for the 1dentif1cation and tracking system, to the fullest 

31 extent ,E_q___ssible. 
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l 3. Determine the immediate and long-term risk to each 

'I child utilizing standardized risk assessment instruments �r

3 the-ehTid-reaaTfts-Tn-the-ezTstTft!-heae-env�ronment . 

• 4, Determine the protective, treatment, and 

S ameliorative services necessary to safeguard and ensure the 

6 child's well-being and development and cause the delivery of 

7 those serv1ces through the early intervention by the 

e departmental worker responsible for providing and managing 

9 identified services in orderT-tf-peasTbieT to preserve and 

10 stabilize family life, if possible. 

11 (fl No later than 30 days after receiving the initial 

12 report, the local office of the department shall complete its 

13 investigation, determine whether the reported abuse was 

14 confirmed, indicated, or unfounded, and report its findings to 

15 the department's central abuse registry and tracking system. 

16 Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 415,5055, 

17 Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

le 415.5055 Child protection teams; services; eligible 

19 cases.--The department shall develop, maintain, and coordinate 

20 the services of one or more multidisciplinary child protection 

21 teams 1n each of the service districts of the department. 

22 Such teams may be composed of representatives of appropriate 

23 health, mental health, social service, legal service, and law 

24 enforcement agencies. 

25 (1) The department shall utilize and convene the teams 

26 to supplement the protective investigation sTn�:e-tntake and 

27 protective supervision servTees activities of the children, 

2e youth, and families program of the department. Nothing in 

29 this section shall be construed to remove or reduce the duty 

30 and responsib1l1ty of •ny person to report pursuant to s. 

31 41�.504 all suspected or actual cases of child abuse or 
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1 neglect or sexu•l •buse of a child. The role of the teams 

2 shall be to support •ctivities of the program and to provide 

3 services deemed by the teams to be necessary •nd appropriate 

4 to abused and neglected children upon referral. The 

5 specialized diagnostic assessment, evaluation, coordin•tion, 

6 consult•t1on, and other supportive services that a child 

7 protection te.m shall be capable of providing include, but are 

8 not limited to, the following: 

9 (a) Medical diagnosis and evaluation services,

10 including provision or 1nterpretat1on of X rays and l•boratory 

11 tests, and related services, as needed, and documentation of 

12 findings relative thereto. 

13 (b) Telephone consultation services in emergencies and

141 1n other situ•t1ons. 

15 (c) Medic•l evaluation related to •buse or neglect, as

161 defined by department policy or rule. 

17 (d) Such psychological and psychiatric diagnosis and

18 ev•lu•tion services for the child or his p•rent or parents, 

19 gu•rdian or guard1•ns, or other care givers, or any other 

20 individual involved 1n a child abuse or neglect case, •s the 

21 te•m m.y determine to be needed. 

22 (e) Short-term psychological treatment. It 1s the

23 intent of the Legislature that sho;t-term psy?holog1c•l 

24 treatment be limited to no more than 6 months' duration after 

25 treatment 1s 1n1ti•ted, except that the appropriate d1str1ct 

26 administrator m•y •uthorize such treatment for ind1v1dual 

27 children beyond this l1m1t•tion if the administrator deems 1t 

28 appropriate. 

29 {f) Expert medical, psychological, and related 

301 professional testimony in court cases. 

31 
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1 (g) Case staff1ngs to develop, 1mplement, and mon1tor 

2 treatment plans for children whose cases have been referred to 

3 the team. A child protection team ma.y provide consultation 

4 with respect to a child who has not been referred to the team, 

5 but who 1s alleged or 1s shown to be abused, which 

6 consultation shall be provided at the request of a 

7 representative of the children, youth, and families program or 

S at the request of any other profess1onal involved w1th a child 

9 or his parent or parents, guardian or guardians, or other care 

10 givers. In every such ch1ld protection team case staffing, 

11 consultation, or staff activity involving a child, a children, 

12 youth, and f�ilies program representative shall attend and 

13 p.art1..Cipa.te. 

14 (h) Case service coordination and aasistance, 

15 including the location of services available from other public 

16 and private agencies 1n the community. 

17 (i) Such training services for program and other 

11!1 department employees as is deemed appropriate to enable them 

19 to develop and ma1nta1n their professional skills and 

20 abilities in handling child abuse and neglect cases. 

21 (]) Educational and community awareness campaigns on 

22 child abuse and neglect 1n an effort to enable c1t1zens more 

23 successfully to prevent, identify, and treat child abuse and 

24 neglect in the cormnunity. 

25 Section 16. Subsection (2) of section 415.509, Florida 

26 Statutes, is ..mended to read: 

27 415,509 Responsib1l1ties of public agencies with 

28 respect to prevention, 1dentif1cation, and treatment of child 

29 abuse and child neglect; educational and tra1n1ng programs.--

30 (2) The department shall, w1th1n available 

31 appropr1at1ons, conduct a continuing publicity and education 
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l program tor district staff and officials required to report

2 and any other appropriate persons to encourage the fullest 

3 degree of reporting of suspected child abuse or neglect. The 

4 program shall include, but not be limited to, information 

5 concerning the responsibilities, obligations, and powers 

6 provided under ss. 415.502-415.514; the methods for diagnosis 

7 or child abuse or neglect; and the procedures of the child 

8 protective service program, the circuit court, and other duly 

9 authorized agencies. In developing training programs for 

10 district staff, the dep.1.rtment shall place emphasis on 

11 preservice and 1nservice training for protective investigation 

12 s�nqie-inta�e, protective supervision ser•�ees, and foster 

13 care staff which would include skills in diagnosis and 

14 treatment of child abuse and neglect and procedures of the 

15 child protective system and Judicial process. 

16 Section 17. Subsections (ll, (4), (5), (6), and (7) of 

171 section 415.Sl, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

18 415.51 Confidentiality of reports and records 1n cases 

191 of child abuse or neglect.--

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

(l) In order to protect the rights of the child and

his parents or other persons responsible for the child's 

welfare, all records concerning reports of child abuse or 

neglect, including reports made to the central abuse registry 

and tracking system and-to-ioeal-of£�ees-of-the-departsent and 

all records generated as a result of such reports, shall be 

confidential and exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) 

and shall not be disclosed except as specifically authorized 

281 by ss. 415.502-415.514. Such exemption from s. 119.07(1) 

291 appl1es to inform•tion 1n the possession of those entities 

301 granted access •s set forth in this section. 

31 
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1 (4) The department shall search .1ts cen�_ral abuse

2 registry and tracking system records pursuant to the 

3 requirements of ss. 110.1127, 393.06SS, 394.4S7, 396.042S, 

4 397.0715, 402.30S(l), 402.30S5, 402.313, 409.17S, 409.176, and 

5 959,06 for the existence of a conf.1rmed report made on the 

6 personnel as defined 1n the foregoing provisions. The search 

7 shall also include .1nd.1cated reports pr.1or to July 1, 1987, 

8 Reports prior to 1978 shall not be included. If the search 

9 reveals an indicated report prior to July 1, 19e7, the 

10 depa.rtment shall rev.1ew the report to determine whether the 

11 indicated report shall remain classified as indicated or shall 

12 be classified as confirmed according to the def1nit1ons 1n s. 

13 415.503. If the report remains classified as indicated, the 

14 individual may not be disqualified. If the report 1s 

15 classified as confirmed, the depa.rtment shall notify the 

16 ind1v1dual according to the provisions of s. 415.504(4)(d). 

17 The depa.rtment shall report the existence of any confirmed 

18 report of abuse and advise the authorized 11cens1ng agency, 

19 applicant for license, or other authorized agency or person of 

20 the results of the search, the date of the report, whether 30 

21 days have elapsed for requests for expunct1on or amendment, 

22 failure of the alleged perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 

23 415,504{4){d), results of any hear;ng conducted by the

24 secretary and any subsequent admin1strat1ve hearing, and 1n 

25 the case of Jud1c1al determination of abuse, the procedure for 

26 inspect.1on of court records as set forth in s. 39.411(3). The 

27 department shall not release any information on unfounded or 

28 1nd1cated reports. Prior to a search being conducted, the 

29 department or 1ts des1gnee shall notify such person that an 

30 inquiry will be made. The department shall notify each person 

31 
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1 for whom a search is conducted of the results of the search 

2 upon request. 

3 (5) The department shall, with the written consent of 

4 a person applying to a licensed child-placing agency for the 

5 adoption of• child, search its central abuse registry and 

6 tracking system for the existence of a confirmed report and 

7 advise the licensed child-placing agency of any such report 

8 found and the results of the investigation conducted pursuant 

9 thereto, including whether 30 days have elapsed for requests 

10 for expunction or amendment, failure of the alleged 

11 perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 415.504(4)(d), and 

12 results of any hearing conducted by the secretary and any 

13 subsequent administrative hearing held on the report. 

u (6) Except as provided in subsection (4), the 

15 department shall, with the written consent of a person 

16 applying to work with children as a volunteer or as a paid 

17 employee for a public or private nonprofit agency, or for an 

1e individual fuily, search its central abuse registry and 

19 tracking system for the existence of a confirmed report and 

20 shall advise such agency or family of any such report found 

21 and the results of the investigation conducted pursuant 

22 thereto, including whether 30 days have elapsed for requests 

23 for expunction or amendment, failure of the alleged 

24 perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 415,504(4)(d), and 

25 results of any hearing conducted by the secretary and any 

26 subsequent administrative hearing held on the report. 

27 (7) The name of any person reporting child abuse or

28 neglect shall not be released to any person other than 

29 employees of the department responsible for child protective 

30 services, the central abuse registry and tracking system, or 

31 the appropriate state attorney without the written consent of 
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l the person reporting. This does not proh1b1t the subpoenaing

2 of a person reporting child abuse or neglect when deemed

3 necessary by the state attorney or the department to protect a

4 child who 1s the subJect of a report, provided the fact that

5 such person ude the report 1s not disclosed. Any person who

6 reports a case of child abuse or neglect may, at the time he

7 m.kea the report, request that the department notify him that

8 a child protective 1nvest1gation occurred as a result of the

9 report. The department shall mail such a notice to the 

10 reporter within 10 days after 0£ the completion of the child 

11 protective investigation. 

12 Section 18. Section 415,511, Florida Statutes, 1s 

131 amended to read: 

14 415,511 Immunity from liability in cases of child 

151 abuse or neglect.--

16 l!l Any person, official, or institution participating 

17 in good faith in any act authorized or required by ss. 

18 415.502-415.514 shall be immune from any civil or criminal 

19 liability which might otherwise result by reason of such 

20 action. This section does not grant immunity, civil or 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

criminal, to any person suspected of having abused, neglected, 

or coaunitted any illegal act upon, or against, a child. 

Further, no resident or employee o� a facility serving 

children may be sub1ected to reprisal or discharge because of 

his actions in reporting abuse or neglect pursuant to the 

requirements of this section. 

(2} Any person making a report under this section has 

28 a civil cause of action for appropriate compensatory and 

29 punitive daJll.ilges against any person who causes detrimental 

30 changes in the employment status of such reporting party by 

31 reason of his making such report. Any detrimental change made 
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l in the residency or employment status of such person,

2 including, but not limited to, discharge, termination, 

3 demotion, transfer, reduction in pay, benefits, or work 

4 privileges, or negative evaluations, within a prescribed 

5 period of time, establishes a rebuttable presumption that such 

6 action was retaliatory. 

7 Section 19, Section 415.513, Florida Statutes, is 

Bl amended to read: 

9 415,513 Penalties for failing to report or preventing 

10 another person from reporting, or disclosing confidential 

11 information relating to, a case of child abuse or neglectL 

12 penalties for making a false report.--

13 (l) Any person required by s. 415.504 to report known

14 or suspected child abuse or neglect who knowingly and 

15 willfully fails to do so, or who knowingly and willfully 

16 prevents another person from doing so, is guilty of a 

17 misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s, 

1B 775,082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084, 

19 (2) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes

20 public or discloses any conf1dent1al information contained in 

21 the central abuse registry and tracking system or in the 

22 records of any child abuse or neglect case, except as provided 

23 in ss. 415.502-415.514, is guilty �f a  misdemeanor of the 

24 second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 

25 775.083, ors, 775,084, 

26 (3) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes a

27 false report of child abuse or neglect or any person who 

28 advises another to make a false report, is guilty of a 

29 misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided ins. 

30 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084, Anyone who makes such a 

31 
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ll report who is act1ng 1n good fa1th 1s immune from any 

21 l1ab1litz under this subsection. 
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411988. 

Section 20. This act shall take effect October l, 
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SENATE SUMMARY 

Redefines the respons1b1lit1es of the Children, Youth, 
and Fam1l1es Program Office of the Department of Health 
and Rehab1l1tat1ve Services to include intake services 
for families and children 1n need of services, protective
investigation services for abandoned, abused, and 
neglected children, and services prov1ded under the 
Interstate compact on the Placement of Children and the
Interstate Compact on Juveniles, Spec1f1es the intake 
functions of the department relating to the acceptance of
reports alleging child abuse or neglect, delinquency, and
other needs for department services. Centralizes the 
reporting of cases involving allegat1ons of abandonment,
abuse, or neglect of children and aged and disabled 
adults. Redes1gnates the central abuse registry of the
department as the central abuse registry and tracking 
system. Includes in such registry reports of suspected
abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged or disabled 
adults as well as reports alleg1ng child abuse or 
neglect. Provides penalties for in.king false reports to 
the registry. Prohibits reprisals against persons making
reports of abuse or neglect. 
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the Committee on Health and Rehabilitative Services and 
Senators Grant, Kiser, Myers, Woodson, Scott and Weinstein 
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A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to abuse, neglect, abandonment, 

•nd exploitation of •ged persons, disabled

•dults, and children; amending s. 20.19, F.S.;

conforming duties of program offices and 

service districts of the Department of Health 

•nd Rehabilitative Services to reflect changes

1n protective investigations and current 

responsibilities; amending s. 39.01, F.S.; 

providing defin1t1ons; amending s. 39.401, 

F.S ; conforming terminology and procedures to

definitions and current pract1ce1 providing 

that pr1or1ty consideration be given to 

rel•tive placements over nonrelat1ve 

pl•cements; amending s. 39.402, F.S.; 

conforming terminology; amending s. 39.403, 

F.S.; providing for protective 1nvestig•t1on by

the dep,artment; amending s. 39.404, F.S.; 

conforming terminology; amending s. 110.1127, 

r.s., to change • cross-reference; amending s.

415,103, F,S.; renaming the central •buse 

registry and requ1r1ng any report of abuse, 

neglect, or exploitation to be handled by the 

central abuse registry and tracking system; 

delineating functions of the central abuse 

registry and tracking system; prov1d1ng for 

not1f1cat1on of district staff; providing for 

1ndex1ng of certain information; prov1d1ng 

confident1al1ty of reports in admin1strat1ve 

hearing process; amending s. 415.104, F.S.; 

providing standards and procedures for reports 
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and for protect1ve serv1ces 1nvest1gat1ons; 

amend1ng s. 415.107, F.S.; conform1ng 

term1nology and procedures; amend1ng s. 

41S,lll, F.S.; prov1d1ng penalties for making 

false reports; amend1ng s. 415.503, F,S.; 

provid1ng def1nit1ons; amend1ng s. 41S,504, 

F.S.; conform1ng terminology; requ1ring child

abuse and neglect reports to go to the central 

abuse reg1stry and tracking system; delineating 

functions of the central abuse reg1stry and 

track1ng system; providing procedures and t1me 

frames for notification of district staff; 

providing for indexing of certain information; 

providing confidentiality of reports in the 

administrative hearing process; amend1ng s. 

•is.sos, F.S.; providing standards and 

procedures for reports and for protective 

serv1ces investigations; amending ss. 415,5055, 

415,S09, •1s.s1, F.S.; conforming terminology; 

amending s. •1s.s11, F.S.; providing immunity 

from liability and prohibiting reprisal against 

person reporting; Amending s. 415,SlJ, F.S.; 

providing penalties for making a false report; 

amending s. 959.06, F.S., to change a cross

reference; providing an effective date. 

271 Be It Enacted by the Leg1slature of the State of Flor1da: 

28 

29 Section 1, Subparagraph 2. of paragraph (a) of 

301 subsection (4) and subparagraph]. of paragraph (C) of

31 
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11 subsection (S) of section 20.19, Florida Statutes, are amended

2 to read: 

3 20.19 Department of Health and Rehabilitative 

•1 Services.--There is created a Department of Health and 

S Reh�bilitative Services. 

6 (4) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES.--The secretary shall

7 appoint an Assistant Secretary for Programs and an Assistant 

8 Secretary for Administration, each of whom shall serve at the 

9 ple�sure of, and be directly responsible to, the secretary. 

10 The secretary sh�ll appoint a Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

11 Programs, a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Regulation and 

12 Health Facilities, a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Medicaid, 

13 and� Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health, each of whom 

14 shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary and shall be 

15 directly responsible to the Assistant Secretary for Programs. 

16 (a) The Assistant Secretary for Programs shall have 

17 responsibility for general statewide supervision of the 

1� administration of service programs operated by the department 

19 and such other program development and planning duties as are 

20 assigned to him by the secretary. "General statewide 

21 supervision of the administr�tion of service programs" means 

22 service program development and planning; program research; 

23 identifying client needs and recommending solutions and 

24 priorities; developing client service programs, including the 

25 policies and standards therefor; providing technical 

26 assistance to the district administrators; assisting the 

27 district administrators in staff development and training; 

28 reviewing and monitoring district-level program operations; 

29 assuring compliance with statewide program standards and 

30 performance criteria; monitoring uniform program quality among 

31 districts; developing funding sources external to state 

3 
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l government; and obtaining, approving, monitoring, and

2 coordinating research and program development grants; but does 

3 not involve line authority over any health or human services 

4 program operation of the department, including the management 

5 of institutions and residential treatment programs. 

6 2. The following program offices are established and 

7 may be consolidated, restructured, or rearranged by the 

8 secretary; provided any such consolidation, restructuring, or 

9 rearr•nging shall be for the purpose of encouraging service 

10 integration through more effective and efficient performance 

11 of the program offices or parts thereof: 

12 a. Children's Medical Services Program Office.--The

13 responsibilities of this office encompass all children's 

14 medical services programs operated by the department. 

15 b. Economic Services Program Office.--The

16 responsibilities of this office encompass all income support 

17 programs w1th1n the department, such as aid to families with 

1e dependent children (AFDC), food stamps, and state 

19 supplementation of the supplemental security income (SSI) 

20 program. 

21 c. Developmental Services Program Office.--The

22 responsibilities of this office encompass programs operated by 

23 the department for developmentally disabled persons. 

24 Developmental disabilities include any disability defined in 

25 s. 393.063. 

26 d. Aging and Adult Services Program Office.--The 

27 responsibilities of this office encompass all aging and adult 

28 programs operated by the department. 

29 e. Children, Youth, and Families Program Office.--The 

30 responsibil1t1es of this program office encompass intake 

31 services for dependent-and delinquent children� families 1n 

4 
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1 need of services and children in need of services programs and 

2 protective investigation services for abandoned, abused, and 

3 neglected children; interstate compact on the placement of 

4 children programs; children's protective services, adoption; 

5 child care; foster care programs; specialized services to 

6 families; all programs operated by the department relating to 

7 delinquent children; and related mental he•lth services for 

8 children •nd youth in coordination with the Alcohol, Drug 

9 Abuse, and Mental Health Program Office. 

10 f. Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental He•lth Program 

11 Office.--The responsibilities of this office encompass all 

12 alcohol, drug abuse, and mental health programs operated by 

13 the dep.iirtment except those programs for children and youth 

14 which sh�ll be handled 10 coordination with the Children, 

15 Youth, and Families Program Office. In addition, the 

16 responsibility for adult forensic programs shall be located 

17 within this office. 

10 (5) SERVICE DISTRICTS.--

19 (c) The duties of the district administr�tor shall 

20 include, but are not limited to: 

21 3. Applying standard information, referral, intake, 

22 diagnostic and evaluation, and case management procedures 

23 established by the secretary. Such procedures shall include 

24 � a-stngle intake system for delinquency, families in need of 

25 services and children in need of services programs, and a 

26 protective investigation system for dependency programs 

27 serving abandoned, abused, and neglected children snd 

28 dependeney-,a•en�le-progrsms. 

29 Section 2. Subsections (6), (26), and (27) of section 

30 39.01, Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsections (55) and 

31 (56) are added to said section, to read: 

5 
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l 39.01 Def1n1t1ons.--When used 1n this chapter: 

2 { 6) "Housekeeper /homemaker" .11.eare�e:lterfl'let1.efflalter.11. 

3 means an authorized agent of the department who shall remain 

4 1n the child's home with the child until a parent, legal 

5 guardian, or relative of the child enters the home and 1s 

6 capable of assuming and agrees to assume charge of the child. 

7 ( 26) "Intake" means the accepto1nce of a law 

e enforcement report or complo1int of delinquency, family 1n need 

9 of services, or child 1n need of services and the screening 

10 thereof to determine whether action by the court 1s warro1nted, 

11 the disposition of the report or complaint without court or 

12 public o1gency o1ct1on when appropriate, the referral of the 

13 child to another public or private agency when appropriate, 

14 and the recommendation by the intake officer of court action 

15 when appropriate. 

16 {27) "Intake officer" means the authorized agent of 

17 the dep.a.rtment performing the intake function for a child 

le alleged to be delinquent 9.!.7-depeflde"�7 1n need of services, 

19 or from a family in need of services. 

20 (55) •Protective 1nvesti9at1on" means the acceptance 

21 of a report alleging child abuse or neglect, as defined 1n s. 

22 415.503, by the central abuse registry and tracking system or 

23 the acceptance of a report of other dependency by the local 

24 children, youth, and families off1ce of the department; the 

25 1nvest1gation and class1ficat1on of each report; the 

26 determ1nat1on of whether action by the court 1s warranted; the 

27 determination of the disposition of each report without court 

2e or public agency action when appropriate; the referral of a 

29 child to another public or private agency when appropriate; 

30 and the recommendation by the protective 1nvest19ator of court 

31 action when aEE.!.2P_r1ate. 
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(56) "Protective investigator" means an authorized

2 agent of the department who receives, 1nvest19ates, and 

3 class1f1es reports of child abuse or neglect as defined in s. 

4 415.503; who, as a result of the investigation, may file a 

5 dependency petition for the child under the criteria of 

6 paragraph (lO)(a), and who performs other duties necessary to 

7 carry out the required actions of the protective investigation 

8 function. 

9 Section 3. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 39.401, 

10 Florida Statutes, are amended to read· 

11 39.401 Taking a child alleged to be dependent into 

12 custody.--

13 (2) If the person taking the child into custody is not 

14 a protective investigator Sft-�nta�e-o££�eer, he shall: 

15 (a) Release the child to a parent, guardian, legal 

16 custodian, responsible adult approved by the court when 

17 lim1ted to temporary emergency situations, responsible adult 

18 relative who shall be given priority consideration over a 

19 nonrelative placement, or responsible �dult approved by the 

20 department; within 3 days following such release, the person 

21 taking the child into custody shall make a full written report 

22 to the protective investigation �ntake office of the 

23 department for cases involving allegations of abandonment, 

24 abuse, or neglect or to the appropriate service unit of the 

25 local children, youth, and families office within the 

26 department for other dependency cases w�th�n-3-days; or 

27 (b) Deliver the child to a protective investigator an 

28 �ntake-o££�eer of the department, stating the facts by reason 

29 of which the child was taken into custody and sufficient 

30 information to establish probable cause that the child 1s 

31 abandoned, abused, or neglected dependent, and make a full 

7 
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l wr1tten report to the protect1ve invest19at1on �"take office

2 of the dep•rtment within 3 days. For any other dependent 

3 ch1ld, del1ver the child to the appropriate service unit of 

4 the local ch1ldren, youth, and fam1l1es office w1th1n the 

5 department and prov1de the required report to that unit 

6 off1ce. 

7 (3) If the child is taken into custody by, or 1s 

!I delivered to, a protective invest19•tor •"-�"t•ke-off�eer, the 

9 protective investig•tor Tntake-effTeer shall review the f•cts 

10 and uke such further inquiry as necessary to determine 

ll whether the child should remain 1n custody or be released, 

12 Unless shelter 1s required •s provided in s. 39.402(1), the 

13 protective investigator �fttake-off�eer shall: 

14 (•) Release the child to his �rent, guardian, legal 

15 custodian, • responsible •dult relative who shall be given 

16 priority consideration over • nonrel•tive placement, or a 

17 responsible �dult approved by the department; or 

18 (bl Authorize placement of a housekeeper/homemaker 

19 earetakerf"o■eaa:ker 1n the home of a child alleged to be 

20 dependent until the p•rent or legal custodian assumes care of 

21 the child. 

22 Section 4. Subsections (3) and (4) and paragraph (b) 

23 of subsection (8) of section 39.402, Florida Statutes, are 

24 amended to read: 

25 39.402 Placement in a shelter.--

26 (3) If the protective investigator �fttake-off�eer 

27 determines that placement 1n a shelter 1s necessary according 

28 to the provisions of subsections (l) and (2), the protective 

29 1nvestig•tor Tntake-off�eer shall authorize placement of the 

30 child 10 a shelter and shall 1rnmed1ately notify the parents or 

31 legal custodians that the child was taken 1nto custody. 

B 
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l (4) If the child is alleged to be both dependent and 

2 delinquent, the protective investigator tn�ake-o£f�eer may 

3 authorize either placement in a shelter pursuant to this 

4 section or detention pursuant to s. 39.032. 

5 ( 8) 

6 (b) In the interval until the detention hearing is 

7 held pursu•nt to paragraph (a), the decision as to placement 

8 in a shelter or release of the child from a shelter shall lie 

9 with the protective investig•tor �ntake-o!£tee� in accord•nce 

10 with subsection (3). 

11 Section 5. Section 39.403, Florida Statutes, is 

12 amended to read: 

13 39.403 Protective investigation !ntake.--

14 (1) Protective investig•tion !ntake shall be performed 

15 by the dep•rtment. A report or complaint alleging that a 

16 child is dependent as a result of child abuse or neglect as 

17 defined in s. 415.503 sh•ll be made to the central abuse 

1e registry •nd tracking system. Complaints alleging that a 

19 child is dependent on •ny basis other th•n as a result of 

20 child •buse or neglect as defined in s. 415.503 shall be made 

21 to the local children, youth, and families office of the 

22 department sh■ii-be-aade-to-the-tntake-o££tee operating in the 

23 county in which the child is found or in which the case arose. 

24 Any person or agency having knowledge of the facts may make a 

25 report or complaint. The complainant shall furnish the 

26 protective investigation office or the appropriate service 

27 unit of the local children, youth, and families office of the 

28 department, whichever is appropriate, tntake-of£tee facts 

29 sufficient to establish the Jurisdiction of the court and to 

30 support a finding by the court that the child 1s dependent. 

31 
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1 (2) The protective investigator �ntake-o££�ee� shall

2 make a preliminary determination as to whether the report or 

3 complaint is complete, consulting with the state attorney or 

4 assistant state attorney when necessary. In any case in which 

5 the protective investigator �nta�e-o££�eer or the state 

6 attorney finds that the report or complaint is incomplete, the 

7 protective investigator �ntake-o££�eer or state attorney shall 

e return the report or complaint without delay to the person or 

9 agency or1g1nat1ng the report or complaint or having knowledge 

10 of the facts or to the appropriate law enforcement agency 

11 having investigative Jur1sd1ct1on and request additional 

12 inforI1w1.t1on in order to complete the report or complaint: 

13 however, the confidentiality of any report filed in accordance 

14 with ss. 415.502-415.514 shall not be violated. 

15 (a) If the protective investigator �ntake-o££�eer 

16 determines that the report or complaint is complete, he may, 

17 after determining that such action would be in the best 

18 interests of the child, file a petition for dependency. 

19 (b) If the protective investigator �ntake-o££teer 

20 determines that the report or complaint is complete, but that 

21 in his Judgment the interest of the child and the public will 

22 be best served by providing the child care or other treatment 

23 voluntarily accepted by the child and his parents or legal 

24 custodians, the protective investigator �ntake-o££teer may 

25 refer the child for such care or other treatment. 

26 (c) If the protective investigator �ntake-o££�eer 

27 refuses to file a petition for dependency, the complainant 

28 shall be advised of his right to file a petition pursuant to 

29 this part. 

30 Section 6. Subsections (3) and (6) of section 39.404, 

31 Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

10 
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1 39.404 Petition for dependency.--

2 (3) When the child has been taken into custody, a 

3 petition alleging dependency shall be filed within 7 days of 

4 the date the child 1s taken into custody. In all other cases, 

5 the petition shall be filed within a reasonable time after the 

6 date the child was referred to protective invest19at1on tfttake 

7 pursuant to s. 39.403. 

' (6) When a petition for dependency has been filed and

9 the parents or custodians of the child have advised the 

10 protective investigation tfttake office that the truth of the 

11 allegations 1s acknowledged and that no contest 1s to be made 

12 of the adJudication, the protective investigator tfttake 

13 o££teer may set the case before the court for an adJudicatory 

14 hearing. Neither the state attorney nor an assistant state 

15 attorney shall be required to be present at the adJudicatory 

16 hearing Should there be a change in the plea at this 

17 hearing, the court shall continue the hearing to permit the 

18 state attorney to prepare and present the case for the state. 

19 Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 

20 110.1127, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

21 

22 

110.1127 Employee security checks.-

())(•) Within the Department of Health and 

23 Rehabilit•tive Services, all positions in programs providing 

24 care to children or the developmentally disabled for 15 hours 

25 or more per week are deemed to be positions of special trust 

26 or responsibility, •nd a person shall be disqualified for 

27 employment in any such position by reason of: 

2B 1. Having been found guilty of, regardless of

29

1 

ad3udication, or having entered a plea of nolo contendere or 

30 guilty to, any offense prohibited under any of the following

31 
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11 provisions of the Florid• Statutes or under any similar

2 statute of another Jurisdiction: 

3 

• 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1' 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2! 

29 

30 

31 

a. Section 7e2.04, relating to murder.

b. Section 7e2.07, relating to manslaughter.

c. Section 7B2.071, relating to vehicular homicide.

d. Section 7B2.09, relating to killing of an unborn

child by inJury to the mother. 

.. Section 7B4.011, relating to assault, if the victim 

of the offense was a minor. 

E. Section 7B4.021, rel•ting to aggravated assault.

g. Section 7B4.03, relating to battery, if the victim

of the offense w•s a minor. 

h. Section 784.045, relating to aggravated battery.

l • Section 787.01, relating to kidnapping.

J. Section 787,02, relating to false imprisonment.

k • Section 787.04, relating to removing children from

the state or concealing children contrary to court order. 

l. Section 794.011, relating to sexual battery.

m. Section 794.041, relating to prohibited acts of

persons in f.milial or custodial authority. 

n. Chapter 796, relating to prostitution.

o. Section 79e.02, relating to lewd and lascivious

behavior. 

p. Ch.i.pter eoo, rel.i.ting to lewdness and indecent

exposure. 

q. section B06.01, relating to arson.

r. Section B12.13, relating to robbery.

.. Section 826.04, relating to incest.

t. Section 827.03, relating to aggravated child abuse.

u. Section 827.04, relating to child abuse.

12 
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1 v. Section 827.05, relating to negligent treatment of 

21 children. 

3 w, Section 827.071, relating to sexual performance by 

4 a child. 

5 x. Section 827,09, relating to abuse, neglect, or 

6 exploit•t1on of aged or disabled persons. 

7 

• 

y. Chapter 847, rel•t1ng to obscene literature. 

z. Chapter 893, rel•t1ng to drug •buse prevention and 

9 control, only 1f the offense w•s a felony or 1f any other 

10 person involved 1n the offense was a minor. 

11 aa. Section 817.563, relating to fr•udulent sale of 

12 controlled substances, only 1£ the offense was a felony; or 

13 2. Having had a f1nd1ng of delinquency or having 

14 entered a plea of nolo contendere or a plea amounting to •n 

15 admission of guilt to a pet1t1on alleging delinquency pursuant 

16 to part II, chapter 39, or s1m1lar statutes of other 

17 Jur1sdict1ons, for any of the foregoing acts, regardless of 

18 adJud1cat1on or d1spos1tion. For the purposes of this 

19 subsection, such a finding or plea has the same effect as a 

20 finding of guilt; or 

21 3. Having been Judicially determined to have committed

22 abuse or neglect against a child as defined in s. 39.0ltit-an� 

23 t31t; or 

24 4. Having a confirmed report of abuse, neglect, or 

25 exploitation as defined ins. 415,102(5) or abuse or neglect 

26 as defined in s. 415.503(5) which has been uncontested or 

27 upheld pursuant to the procedures provided 1n s. 415.103 or s. 

28 415.504; or 

29 5. Having committed an act which constitutes domestic 

30 violence as defined in s. 741.30. 

31 
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1 Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1), subsection 

2 (3), and paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 415.103, 

3 Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

4 415.103 Mandatory reporting of abuse, neglect, or 

5 exploit•tion of aged persons or disabled adults; mandatory 

6 reports of death; central abuse registry and tracking system; 

7 immunity from liability.--

• 

9 

10 

(1) MANDATORY REPORTING,--

(•) Any person, including, but not limited to, any: 

1. Physician, osteopath, medical examiner, 

11 chiropractor, nurse, or hospital personnel engaged in the 

12 admission, ex•mination, care, or treatment of aged persons or 

13 disabled adults; 

14 2, Health or mental health professional other than one 

15 listed in subparagraph l.; 

16 3. Practitioner who relies solely on spiritual means

17 for healing; 

18 4, Nursing home staff, adult congregate living 

19 facility st•ff, adult day care center staff, social worker, or 

20 other professional adult care, foster care, residential, or 

21 institutional staff; 

22 5. State, county, or municipal criminal Justice

231 employee or law enforcement officer; or 

24 6. Human rights advocacy committee or long-term care

25 ombudsman council member, 

26 

27 who knows, or has reasonable cause to suspect, that an aged 

28 person or disabled adult is an abused, neglected, or exploited 

29 person shall immediately report such knowledge or suspicion to 

30 the central abuse registry and tracking system of the 

31 department on the single statewide toll-free telephone number 

14 
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11 or-dtreetly-to-the-loeal-0££�ee-0£-the-department-re9pon9t�le 

2 for-tnTeSttqatton-0£-reports-made-pttrsttant-to-thts-seetton. 

3 

4 

(3) CENTRAL ABUSE REGISTRY AND TRACKING SYSTEM.-

(a) The department shall establish and maintain a 

5 central abuse registry and tracking system which shall receive 

6 all reports made pursuant to this section in writing or 

7 through a single statewide toll-free telephone number which 

8 any person may use to report known or suspected abuse, 

9 neglect, or exploitation of •n aged person or dis•bled adult 

10 •t any hour of the day or night, any day of the week. The 

11 central abuse registry and tracking system shall be operated 

12 in such a manner as to enable the department to: 

13 1. Immediately identify and locate prior reports or

14 cases of adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation through the 

15 department's automated tracking system. 

16 2. Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the 

17 department's program for reportingL and investigating, and 

18 classifying suspected abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged 

19 persons or disabled adults, and the prov1s1on of protective 

20 services to such persons through the development and analysis 

21 of statistical and other information, and to report thereon. 

22 3. Track critical steps in the investigative process 

23 to ensure compliance with all requirements for all reports. 

24 ±.!_3, Maintain and produce aggregate statistical 

25 reports for monitoring patterns of abuse, neglect, or 

26 explo1tat1on of aged persons or disabled adults. 

27 h•• Serve as a resource for the evaluation, 

2e man•gement, and planning of preventive and remedial services 

29 for aged persons or disabled adults who have been subJect to 

30 abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 

11 

15 
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1 (b) Upon receiving an oral or written report of known

2 or suspected abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an aged person 

3 or disabled adult, the central abuse registry and tracking 

4 system shall determine if the report requires an immediate on-

5 site protective investigation. For reports requiring an 

6 immediate on-site protective investigation, the central abuse 

7 registry and tracking system shall notify the department's 

8 designated aging and adult services district staff responsible 

9 for protective investig•t1ons immediately to ensure prompt 

10 initiation of an on-site investigation. For reports not 

11 requiring an immediate on-site protective investigation, the 

12 central abuse registry and tracking system shall notify the 

13 department's designated aging and adult services district 

14 staff responsible for protective invest1gat1ons in sufficient 

15 time to allow for an investi.9.at1on to be commenced within 24 

16 hours. At the time of notification of district staff with 

17 respect to the report, the central abuse registry and tracking 

18 system shall also provide information on any previous report 

19 concerning a subJect of the present report or any pertinent 

20 information relative to the present report or any noted 

21 earlier reports t1M1.ediately-nott£y-the-destgnated-agtng-and 

22 adttit-ser•tees-dtstrtet-sta£t-o£-the-department-wtth-respeet 

23 to-the-report7-any-pre•totts-report-eoneerntng-a-sttb,eet-0£-the 

24 present-report7-or-any-other-perttnent-in£orfflatton-relatt•e 

25 thereto. 

26 (c) Upon completion of 1ts investigation, the 

27 designated aging and adult services district staff of the 

28 department shall classify reports either as "confirmed," 

29 "indicated," or "unfounded." At th.is time, the department 

30 shall notify the v1ct1m named in the report, the guardian or 

31 guardians or the caregiver of the aged person or disabled 

16 
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1 adult named as the victim, and the alleged perpetrator, if 

2 other than the guardian or guardians or the caregiver, of the 

3 completion of the investigation of the report, the 

4 classification of the report, and the right to ask for 

5 amendment or expunction pursuant to paragraph (d), All 

6 identifying information in the central abuse registry and 

7 tracking system or other computer systems or records that is 

8 rel«ted to «n unfounded report sh«ll be expunged l year after 

9 the case is cl«ssified as "unfounded.M All identifying 

10 information in the central abuse registry and tracking system 

11 related to an indicated report shall be expunged from the 

12 central abuse registry and tracking system 7 years from the 

13 date of the last indicated report concerning any person named 

14 in the report. All information, other than identifying 

15 information, related to an indicated or unfounded report at 

16 the time of expunction shall be disposed of in a manner deemed 

17 appropriate by the department and pursuant to ss. 119.041 and 

18 257.36(7), Unfounded and-�nd�eated reports shall only be 

19 indexed by the name of the aged person or disabled adult to 

20 detect patterns of abuse, neglect, or exploitation. Persons 

21 named in unfounded or indicated reports shall not be 

22 ident1f1ed as alleged perpetrators. All information 1n the 

23 central abuse registry and tracking system or other computer 

24 systems or records shall be subJect to the confidentiality 

25 provisions in s. 415.107. 

26 (d)l. Where it is shown that the record is inaccurate 

27 or inconsistent with ss. 415.101-415.113, the department shall 

28 amend or expunge the record. The department shall notify the 

29 victim and the alleged perpetrator of what amendment is made 

30 to the record or of the expunct1on of the record. 

31 
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2. Subsequent to the completion of the department's

2 1nvest1gat1on, the v1ct1m or alleged perpetrator of a 

3 confirmed report may request the secretary to amend or expunge 

C the case record and all 1dent1fy1ng 1nfor1W.t1on 1n the abuse 

5 registry or other computer systems or records perta1n1ng to 

6 that report on the grounds that the record 1s lnaccurate or is 

7 being ma1nta1ned in a manner 1ncons1stent with ss. 415.101-

8 415.113. 

9 3. Notice to the alleged perpetrator of a confirmed

10 report shall state that: 

ll 

12 

a. The report has been classified as confirmed;

b. The alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report may 

13 be disqualified from working with children or the 

14 developmentally disabled or from working in sensitive 

15 positions involving the care of chlldren, the developmentally 

16 disabled, disabled adults, or aged persons; 

17 c. The alleged perpetrator may request amendment or 

le expunction of the confirmed report, if the alleged perpetrator 

19 does not agree with the classification; 

20 d. The request by the alleged perpetrator for 

21 amendment or expunct1on of the confirmed report must be 

22 received by the department within 30 days after the alleged 

23 perpetrator receives notice of the classification of the 

24 report; 

25 e. The alleged perpetrator can obtain more information 

26 by calling the person whose name and telephone number are 

27 provided 1n the notice; and 

2e f. The failure to timely ask for amendment or 

29 expunction means the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest 

30 the classification of the report. 

31 

18 
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1 

2 Notice to the alleged perpetrator shall be sent by certified 

3 mail. 

4 4. Failure to respond within the time specified in 

5 subp.iiragraph 3. means that the alleged perpetrator agrees not 

6 to contest the classification of the report. The alleged 

7 perpetrator may, within 1 year of the classification of the 

e report as confirmed, request the department to set aside a 

9 confirmed report where it can be shown that the failure to ask 

10 for amendment or expunction was due to excusable neglect or 

11 fraud. The standard for excusable neglect or fraud shall be 

12 as provided in the Rules of Civil Procedure. 

13 5. If the alleged perpetrator asks for amendment or 

141 expunction, the secretary may amend or expunge the record. If 

15 

16 

17 

,. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2e 

the secretary refuses or does not act within 30 days after 

receiving such a request, the alleged perpetrator shall have 

the right to an administrative hearing to contest whether the 

record of the report should be amended or expunged, At the 

chapter 120 hearing the department shall prove by a 

preponderance of evidence that the perpetrator committed the 

abuse or neglect If the secretary refuses to amend or 

expunge and the alleged perpetrator fails to timely ask for an 

administrative hearing, the failure to timely ask shall mean 

that the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest the 

secretary's decision and the findings of the confirmed report 

of abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

expunge and the alleged perpetrator asks for an administrative 

hearing and the department's classification is upheld, the 

29
1 

report shall remain as confirmed. Any person who 1s named 1n 

30 an indicated report shall n)t have the right to challenge the 

31 
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1
1 

department's class1f1cat1on system through the department or 

2 through an administrative hearing under chapter 120. 

3 6. The confidentiality of the abuse or neglect report

4 shall, to the extent possible, be m�intained during the 

5 administrative hearing process. The administrative hearing 

6 shall be closed, the administrative files shall be closed and 

7 not disclosed to the public under s. 119.07(1), and any 

B identifying infor�t1on in the recommended or final order 

9 shall be deleted prior to publishing pursuant to chapter 120. 

10 (4) POSTING STATEWIDE TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR 

11] THE CENTRAL ABUSE REGISTRY AND TRACKING SYSTEM.--

12 (a} The statewide toll-free telephone number for the 

13 central abuse registry and tracking system shall be posted in 

14 all facilities operated by or under contract with or licensed 

15 by the department which provide services to aged persons or 

16 disabled adults. Such posting shall be clearly visible and 1n 

17 a prominent place within the facility and shall be ac�ompan1ed 

1B by the words, "To Report the Abuse, Neglect, or Exploitation 

19 of an Aged Person or Disabled Adult, Please call Toll-free 1-

201 !00-342-9152," 

21 Section 9. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 415.104, 

221 Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

23 415.104 Protective services 1nvest1gat1ons of cases of 

24
1 

abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged persons or disabled 

25 adultsr transmittal of records to state attorney.--

26 (1) The department shall, upon receipt of a report 

27 alleging abuse, neglect, or explo1tat1on of an aged person or 

28 disabled adult, commence, or cause to be commenced w1th1n 24 

29 hours, a protective services investigation of the facts 

30 alleged therein. If, upon arrival at the scene of the 

31 incident, a caregiver refuses to allow the department to begin 

20 
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a protective services investigation or interferes with the 

department's ability to conduct such an investigation, the 

appropriate law enforcement agency shall be contacted. If, 

during the course of the investigation, the department has 

reason to believe that the abuse, neglect, or exploitation is 

perpetrated by a second party, the appropriate criminal 

Justice agency shall be orally notified in order that such 

agency may begin a criminal investigation concurrent with the 

protective 5ervices investigation of the department. The 

department shall make a preliminary written report to the 

criminal JU5tice agency within 5 working days of the oral 

121 report. The department shall, within 24 hours after receipt 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

of the report, notify the appropriate human rights advocacy 

committee, or long-term care ombudsman council, when 

appropriate, that an alleged abuse, neglect, or exploitation 

per�trated by a second party has occurred Notice to the 

human rights advocacy committee or long-term care ombudsman 

council may be accomplished orally or in writing and shall 

include the name and location of the aged person or disabled 

adult alleged to have been abused, neglected, or exploited and 

21 the nature of the report. For each report 1t receives, the 

22 department shall perform an on-site investigation to: 

23 (a) Determine that the person 15 an aged person or 

24 disabled adult as defined in s. 415,102. 

25 (b) Determine the composition of the family or 

26 household, including the name, address, date of birth 8qe, 

27 social security number, sex, and race of each aged person or 

28 disabled adult named in the report; any others 1n the 

29 household or in the care of the caregiver, or any other 

30 persons responsible for the aged person's or disabled adult's 

31 welfare; and any other adults 1n the same household. 

21 
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l {c) Determine whether there 1s an 1nd1cation that any 

2 aged person or disabled adult 1s abused, neglected, or 

3 exploited, 1nclud1ng a determination of harm or threatened 

4 harm to any aged person or disabled adult: the nature and 

5 extent of present or prior 1nJur1es, abuse, or neglect, and 

6 any evidence thereof: and a determination as to the person or 

7 persons apparently responsible for the abuse, neglect, or 

8 exploitation, including the name, address, date of birth, 

9 social security number, sex, and race of each person to be 

10 classified as an alleged perpetrator 1n a confirmed report. 

11 An alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report of abuse, 

12 neglect, or exploitation shall cooperate in the prov1s1on of 

13 the required data for the 1dent1f1cat1on and tracking system 

14 to the fullest extent possible. 

15 {d) Determine the immediate and long-term risk to each 

16 aged person or disabled adult through ut1l1zation of 

17 standardized risk assessment 1nstruments7-t£-stteh-perso" 

1e rematns-in-the-eztstin�-en•�ronaent. 

19 (e) Determine the protective, treatment, and

20 amel1orat1ve services necessary to safeguard and ensure the 

21 aged person's or disabled adult's well-being and cause the 

22 delivery of those services through the early 1ntervent1on of 

23 the departmental worker responsible for service provision and 

24 management of identified services. 

25 

26 If the department has reason to believe that the abuse, 

27 neglect, or exploitation 1s perpetrated by a second party, the 

215 state attorney 1n whose circuit the alleged abuse, neglect, or 

29 exploitation occurred shall be notified. 

30 (2) No later than 30 days after rece1v1ng the 1n1t1al 

31 report, the designated aging and adult services d1str:ct staff 

22 
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11 of the department shall complete its investigation; determine 

21 whether the reported abui,e, neglect, or explo1tat1on was 

JI "confirmed," 11 1nd1c.i.ted,' or "unfounded"; and report its 

41 findings to the departme,t's central abuse registry and 

SI trackin.s...,!YStem. 

6 Section 10. Sub•,ections (1), (4), and (5) of section 

71 415.107, Florida Statut�s, are amended to read: 

8 415.107 Confid�nt1ality of reports and records 1n 

91 cases of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged persons or 

101 disabled adults.--

11 (1) In order to protect the rights of the individual

12
1 

or other persons res?Onsible for the welfare of an aged person 

13 or disabled adult, ell records concerning reports of abuse, 

14
1 

neglect, or explo1t1t1on of the aged person or disabled adult, 

15 11�luding reports rr.i.de to the central abuse registry and 

161 tracking system ane-to-des�9neted-a9�n9-and-ad�%t-se�•�ees 

171 i�str�et-o££�ees-o�-the-depareme�t, and all records generated 

181 as .i. result of sue, reports shall be conf1dent1al and exempt 

191 from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) .i.nd shall not be disclosed 

20 1 except as spec1f1c.i.lly authorized by ss. 415.101-415.113. 

211 (4) The rcme of any person reporting adult abuse,

2. neglect, or explo�t.i.t1on shall 1n no case be released to any 

231 person other than employees of the department responsible for 

! ,I .i.dult protective services, the central abuse registry and 

;sl tracking system, or the appropriate state attorney without the 

261 written consent of the person reporting abuse, neglect, or 

271 exploitation when deemed necessary by the state attorney or 

281 the dep•rtment to protect an aged person or disabled adult who

291 1s the subJect of a report, provided the fact that such person

JOI made the report is not disclosed. This does not prohibit the

311 subpoena of a person reporting adult abuse, neglect, or 

23 
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1 explo1tat1on when deemed necessary by the state attorney or 

2 the department to protect an aged person or disabled adult who 

3 1s the subJect of a report, provided the fact that such person 

4 made the report 1s not disclosed. Any person who reports a 

5 case of adult abuse, neglect, or explo1tat1on m.;ay, at the time 

6 he ru.kes the report, request that the dep•rtment notify him 

7 that an adult protective services invest1gat1on occurred as a 

8 result of the report. The department shall mail such a notice 

9 to the reporter within 10 working days of the completion of 

10 the adult protective services 1nvest1gat1on. 

11 (5)(a) The department shall search its central abuse 

12 registry •nd track1n9 system records pursuant to the 

13 requirements of ss. 110.1127, 393.0655, 394.457, 396.0425, 

14 397.0715, 402.305(1), 402.3055, 402.313, 409.175, 409.176, and 

15 959.06 for the existence of a confirmed report made on the 

16 personnel as defined 1n the foregoing provisions. The search 

17 shall also include 1nd1cated reports prior to July 1, 1987. 

1e Reports prior to 1978 shall not be included. If the search 

19 reveals an 1nd1cated report prior to July 1, 19e7, the 

20 department shall review the report to determine whether the 

21 indicated report shall remain classified as "indicated" or 

22 shall be class1fl@d as "confirmed" according to the 

23 def1n1t1ons in s. 415.102. If the report remains classified 

24 as "indicated," the individual shall not be disqualified. If 

25 the report is classified as "confirmed," the department shall 

26 notify the individual according to the provisions 10 s. 

27 415.103(3)(d). The department shall report the existence of 

28 any confirmed report and advise the authorized l1cens1ng 

29 agency, applicant for l1censure, or other authorized agency or 

30 person of the results of the search, the date of the report, 

31 whether 30 days have elapsed for requests for expunct1on or 

24 
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1 amendment, failure of the alleged perpetr•tor to respond 

2 pursuant to s. 415.103(3)(d), and results of any hearing 

3 conducted by the secretary and any subsequent administrative 

4 hearing. The department shall not release any information on 

unfounded or indic•ted reports. Prior to a search being 

6 conducted, the department or its designee shall notify such 

7 person that an inquiry will be made. The department shall 

8 notify each person for whom a search is conducted of the 

9 results of the search upon request. 

10 (b) The department shall, upon receipt of an 

11 application of a person applying for an initial license or 

12 renewal of a license for a facility to provide day or 

13 residential care for aged persons or disabled adults, search 

14 its central abuse registry and tracking system for the 

15 existence of a confirmed report of child or adult abuse, 

16 neglect, or exploitation as defined in ss. 415.102(1), (5), 

17 (9), (11), and (13) and 415.503{3), (5), and (9) and advise 

1e the licensing agent of any report found •nd the results of the 

19 investigation conducted pursuant thereto, including whether 30 

20 days have elapsed for requests for expunct1on or amendment, 

21 failure of the perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 

22 •15.103(3)(d) or s. 415.504(4)(d), and results of any hearing 

23 conducted by the secretary and any subsequent administrative 

24 hearing held on the report. Such a report shall disqualify an 

25 individual from licensure, but the department may grant an 

26 exemption from disqualification if the department has clear 

27 and convincing evidence to support a reasonable belief that 

28 the person 1s of good character so as to Justify an exemption. 

29 The person shall bear the burden of setting forth sufficient 

30 evidence of rehabilitation, including, but not limited to, the 

31 circumstances surrounding the incident, the nature of the harm 

25 
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1 occasioned to the victim, and the history of the person since 

2 the incident, or such other circumstances that shall by the 

3 aforementioned standards indicate that the person will not 

4 present a danger to the safety or well-being of aged persons 

5 or disabled adults. The decision of the department regarding 

6 an exemption may be contested through a hearing pursuant to 

7 chapter 120, A disqualified person may also request amendment 

8 or expunct1on of the report pursuant to s. 415.l0J(J)(d), For 

9 purposes of a llcensure appl1cat1on, these remedies must be 

10 requested with1n 30 days of notification, or be deemed waived. 

11 The department shall notify any individual d1squalified from 

12 licensure of the right to appeal that disqualification, of 

13 remedies available, and of the time limit for requesting such 

14 remedies pursuant to the provisions of this subsection. The 

15 department may issue no license until screening procedures 

16 and, if necessary, adm1n1strative remedies are complete. 

17 However, a conditional or provisional license may be issued in 

18 the case of an existing licensed facility for only that time 

19 necessary to complete the above screening procedures and 

20 adm1n1strative remedies. No application for l1censure shall 

21 be deemed complete until all requested screening information 

22 has been correctly submitted pursuant to department procedure. 

23 Section 11. Subsection (2) of section 415,111, Florida 

24 Statutes, is amended, and subsection (5) 1s added to said 

25 section, to read: 

26 415.111 Penalties for failing to report or preventing 

27 report, or for disclosing confidential 1nformat1on, relating 

2e to abuse, neglect, or explo1tat1on of aged person or disabled 

29 adult or for act of such abuse, neglect, or exploitation� 

30 penalties for making false reports.--

31 

26 
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1 (2) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes 

2 public or discloses any confidential information contained in 

3 the central abuse registry and tracking system, or in other 

computer systems, or in the records of any case of abuse, 

5 neg:ect, or exploitation of an aged person or disabled adult, 

6 except as provided in ss. 415.101-415.113, is guilty of a 

7 misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 

e 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

9 (5) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes a 

10 false report of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an aged 

11 person or disabled adult, or any person who advises another to 

12 make a false report, is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second 

13 degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.092, s. 775.093, or 

14 s. 775.0e4, Anyone making a report who is acting in good 

15 faith is unmune from any liability under this subsection. 

16 Section 12. Subsection (4) of section 415.503, Florida 

17 Statutes, is amended to read: 

18 415.503 Definitions of terms used in ss. 415.502-

19 415 514.--As used in ss. 415.502-415.514: 

20 (4) •child protection team" means a team of 

21 professionals established by the department to receive 

22 referrals from the protective investigators Stft�le-tftta�e and 

23 protective supervision se�•tees staff of the children, youth, 

24 and families program and to provide specialized and supportive 

25 services to the program in processing child abuse and neglect 

26 cases. A child protection team shall provide consultation to 

27 other programs of the department and other persons on child 

28 abuse and neglect cases pursuant to s. 415.5055(l)(g). 

29 Section 13. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (2) 

30 and subsection (4) of section 415.504, F:orida Statutes, are 

31 amended to read: 

27 
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l 415,504 M•ndatory reports of child abuse or neglect;

2 mand•tory reports of death; centr•l abuse registry and 

3 trackin�stem.--

4 (2)(•) E•ch report of known or suspected child abuse 

5 or neglect pursuant to this section shall be made immediately 

6 to the dep•rtment's central abuse registry and tracking system 

7 on the single statewide toll-free telephone number or-d�reet¼y 

8 to-the-¼oeal-offtee-of-the-departae"t-responstble-for 

9 tn•esttgatton-of-reports-made-pars�ant-to-th�s-seetton. 

10 (b) E•ch report made by• person in an occupation 

11 designated in subsection (1) shall be confirmed in writing to 

12 the local office of the department design•ted by the central 

13 abuse registry and tr•cking syst_!!m within 48 hours of the 

14 initi•l report. 

15 (4)(a) The dep.;1rtment shall establish and maintain a 

16 central •buse registry and tracking system which shall receive 

17 •11 reports made pursu•nt to this section in writing or 

18 through • single st•tewide toll-free telephone number which 

19 any person n.1y use to report known or suspected child abuse or 

20 neglect •t •ny hour of the day or night, any d•y of the week. 

21 The central abuse registry and tracking system shall be 

22 oper•ted in such a manner as to enable the department to: 

23 1. Immediately identify and locate prior reports or 

24 c•ses of child abuse or neglect through utilization of the 

25 department's automated tracking system. 

26 2. Monitor and Rega¼ar¼y evaluate the effectiveness of 

27 the department's program for reporting, investigating, and 

28 classifying suspected abuse or neglect of abased-and-neglected 

29 children through the development and analysis of stat1st1cal 

30 and other information. 

31 

28 
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3. Track cr1t1cal steps 1n the 1nvest1gat1ve process 

to ensure compliance with all requirements for any report of 

abuse or neglect. 

4 4. M�intain and produce aggregate statistical reports 

5 monitoring p�tterns of both child abuse and child neglect. 

6 5. Serve as a resource for the evaluation, management,

7 and planning of preventive and remedial services for children 

8 who have been sub1ect to abuse or neglect. 

9 (b) Upon receiving an oral or written report of known 

10 or suspected child abuse or neglect, the central abuse 

11 registry and tracking system shall determine if the report 

12 requires an immediate on-site protective investigation. For 

13 reports requiring an immediate on-site protective 

14 investigation, the central abuse registry and tracking system 

15 shall immediately notify the department's designated children, 

16 youth, and f�milies district staff responsible for protective 

17 investiq�tions to ensure that an on-site investigation is 

1e promptly initiated, For reports not requiring an immediate 

19 on site protective investigation, the central abuse registry 

20 and tracking system shall notify the dep�rtment's designated 

21 children, youth, and families district staff responsible for 

22 protective investigations in sufficient time to allow for �n 

23 invest1gat1on to be commenced within 24 hours. At the time of 

24 notification of district staff with respect to the report, the 

25 central abuse registry and tracking system shall also provide 

26 informa.tion on any previous report concerning a subJect of the 

27 present report or any pertinent 1nformat1on relative to the 

28 present report or any noted earlier reports �ffil'!led�ately-not�!y 

29 the-loeal-0££�ee-0£-the-depart�ent-w�th-respeet-to-ehe-report7 

30 any-pre•�otts-report-eoneern�ng-a-sttb,eet-o!-the-present 

31 report;-or-any-other-pert�nent-�n£ormat�on-relat�•e-thereto. 

29 
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l (c} Upon completion of its 1nvest1gat1on, the local 

2 office of the department shall classify reports as 

3 "confirmed," "indicated," or "unfounded." At this time the 

4 department shall notify the parent or guardian of the child, 

5 the child if appropriate, and the alleged perpetrator 1f other 

6 than the child's parent or guardian, of the completion of its 

7 investigation of the report and whether the report is 

8 classified as "confirmed," "indicated," or "unfounded," All 

9 identifying inform.ation 1n the central abuse registry and 

10 tracking system or other computer systems or records that is 

11 related to unfounded reports shall be expunged l year after 

12 the case is classified as "unfounded." All identifying 

13 information in the central abuse registry and tracking system 

14 or other computer systems or records that 1s related to an 

15 indicated report shall be expunged from the central abuse 

16 registry and tracking system 7 years from the date of the last 

17 indicated report concerning any person named in the report. 

18 All 1nfor1U.tion, other than identifying information, related 

19 to indicated or unfounded reports at the time of expunction 

20 shall be disposed of in a manner deemed appropriate by the 

21 department and pursuant to ss. 119.041 and 257,36(7), 

22 Unfounded •nd-�ndieated reports shall only be indexed by the 

23 name of the child to detect patterns of abuse or neglect. 

24 Persons named in the unfounded or indicated reports shall not 

25 be identified as alleged perpetrators. All information in the 

26 central abuse registry and tracking system or other computer 

27 systems or records shall be subJect to the confidentiality 

28 prov1s1ons 1n s. 415.51. 

29 {d)l. Where it 1s shown that the record 1s inaccurate 

301 or 1ncons1stent with ss. 415.501-415.514, the department shall

31 amend or expunge the record. The department shall notify the 

30 
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1 parent or guardian of the child, the child 1f appropriate, and 

2 the alleged perpetrator if other than the child's parent or 

3 guard1an of what amendment is made to the record or of the 

4 expunction of the record. 

5 2. Subsequent to the completion of the department's 

6 invest1gat1on, any alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report 

7 may request the secretary to amend or expunge the case record 

e and all 1dent1fy1ng 1nformat1on 1n the central abuse registry 

9 and tracking system or other computer systems or records 

10 pertaining to that report on the grounds that the record 1s 

11 inaccurate or 1s being rna1nta1ned in a manner inconsistent 

12 with ss. 415.501-415.514. 

l3 3. Not1ce to the alleged perpetrator of a confirmed

141 report shall state that: 

lS a. The report has been classified as confirmed; 

16 b. The alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report may 

17 be d1squal1f1ed from working with children or the 

l! developmentally disabled or from working in sensitive 

19 positions 1nvolv1ng the care of children, the developmentally 

20 disabled, disabled adults, or aged persons; 

21 c. The alleged perpetrator may request amendment or 

22 expunct1on of the confirmed report, 1£ the alleged perpetrator 

23 does not agree with the class1f1cat1on; 

24 d. The request by the alleged perpetrator for 

25 amendment or expunct1on of the confirmed report must be 

26 received by the dep.artment within 30 days after the alleged 

27 perpetrator receives notice of the class1f1cation of the 

28 report; 

29 e. The alleged perpetrator can obtain more information 

30
1 

by calling the person whose name and telephone number are 

31 provided 1n the notice; and 

31 
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l f. The failure to timely ask for �mendment or 

2 expunction means the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest 

3 the cl•ssification of the report. 

• 

5 Notice to the •lleged perpetr•tor shall be sent by certified 

6 mail. 

7 4. Failure to respond within the time specified in 

e subpa.ragr•ph 3. me•ns that the alleged perpetr•tor •grees not 

9 to contest the classification of the report. The alleged 

10 perpetrator m.ay w1th1n l ye•r of the cl•ss1f1cation of the 

11 report •s confirmed request the department to set aside a 

12 confirmed report where 1t c•n be shown that the failure to ask 

13 for amendment or expunct1on was due to excus•ble neglect or 

14 fraud. The stand•rd for excus•ble neglect or fraud sh•ll be 

15 as provided 1n the Rules of Civil Procedure. 

16 5. If the •lleged perpetrator asks for amendment or 

17 expunction, the secretary may •mend or expunge the record. If 

l! the secretary refuses or does not act within 30 days after 

19 receiving such • request, the •lleged perpetrator shall have 

20 the right to an adm1n1strat1ve hearing to contest whether the 

21 record of the report should be amended or expunged. At the 

22 chapter 120 hearing the dep•rtment shall prove by a 

23 preponderance of evidence that the perpetrator committed the 

24 abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

25 expunge and the alleged perpetrator fails to timely ask for an 

26 administrative hearing, the failure to timely ask shall mean 

27 that the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest the 

28 secretary's decision and the f1nd1ngs of the confirmed report 

29 of abuse or neglect If the secretary refuses to amend or 

30 expunge and the alleged perpetrator asks for an administrative 

31 hearing and the department's classif1cat1on 1s upheld, the 
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l report shall remain as confirmed. Any person who is named in 

2 an indicated report shall not have the right to challenge the 

3 department's classification system through the department or 

4 through an administratlve hearing under chapter 120. 

5 6. The confidentiality of the abuse or neglect report

6 shall, to the extent possible, be maintained during the 

7 admin1strat1ve hearing process. The adm1n1strative hearing 

a shall be closed, the adm1n1stratlve files shall be closed and 

9 not disclosed to the public under s. 119.07(1), and any 

10 identifying inform.;i.tion in the recommended or final order 

11 shall be deleted prior to publishing pursuant to chapter 120. 

12 Sectlon 14. Paragraphs (b) and (f) of subsection (l) 

13 of sectLon 415.505, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

14 415.505 Child protective investlgatlons; institutional 

15 child abuse or neglect investigations.--

16 ( 1) 

17 (bl For each report it receives, the department shall 

18 perform an onsite child protective investigation to: 

19 1. Determine the composition of the family or 

20 household, including the name, address, date of birth a�e, 

21 social security number, sex, and race of each child named in 

22 the report; any siblings or other children in the same 

23 household or 1n the care of the same adults; the parents or 

24 other persons respons1ble for the child's welfare; and any 

25 other adults 1n the same household. 

26 2. Determine whether there is 1nd1cat1on that any

27 child 1n the family or household is abused or neglected, 

28 including a determination of harm or threatened harm to each 

29 child; the nature and extent of present or prior inJur1es, 

30 abuse, or neglect, •nd any evidence thereof; and a 

31 determination as to the person or persons apparently 

33 

CODING: Words str�e�e" are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



300-1903-1!18 CS for SB 685 

1 responsible for the abuse or neglect, including the name, 

2 address, date of birth, social security number, sex, and race 

3 of each person to be classified as an alleged perpetrator in a 

4 confirmed report. An alleged perpetrator in a confirmed 

5 report of abuse or neglect shall cooperate in the provision of 

6 the r@:<Juired data for the identification and tracking system, 

7 to the fullest extent possible. 

l!I 3. Determine the immediate and long-term risk to each 

9 child through utilization of standardized risk assessment 

10 instruments t£-the-eht¼d-rematns-tn-the-extsttn�-heme 

11 en•t�oftfflent. 

12 4. Determine the protective, treatment, and 

13 ameliorative services necessary to safeguard and ensure the 

14 child's well-being and development and cause the delivery of 

15 those services through the early intervention of the 

16 dep.rtmental worker responsible for provision and management 

17 of identified services in order7-t£-posstb¼eT to preserve and 

18 stabilize family life, if possible. 

19 (f) No l•ter th•n 30 days after receiving the initial 

20 report, the local office of the department shall complete its 

21 investig•tion, determine whether the reported abuse was 

22 confirmed, indicated, or unfounded, and report its findings to 

23 the dep.artment's central abuse registry and tracking system. 

24 Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 415.5055, 

25 Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

26 415.5055 Child protection teams; services; eligible 

27 cases.--The department shall develop, maintain, and coordinate 

28 the services of one or more multidisciplinary child protection 

29 teams in each of the service d1str1cts of the department. 

30 Such teams may be composed of representatives of appropriate 

31 

34 

CODING: Words strte�en are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



300-1903-Be cs for SB 6e5 

1
1 

health, mental health, social service, legal service, and law 

2 enforcement agencies. 

3 (1) The department shall utilize and convene the teams

◄ to supplement the protective investigation s�ngie-�ntake and

5 protective supervision se�Y�ees activities of the children, 

6 youth, •nd f•milies program of the dep•rtrnent. Nothing in 

7 this section shall be construed to remove or reduce the duty 

8 and responsibility of any person to report pursuant to s. 

9 415.504 all suspected or actu•l c•ses of child •buse or 

10 neglect or sexual •buse of a child. The role of the teams 

11 shall be to support •ctivities of the program and to provide 

12 services deemed by the teams to be necessary and appropriate 

13 to abused and neglected children upon referral. The 

14 speci•lized diagnostic assessment, evaluation, coordination, 

15 consultation, •nd other supportive services that a child 

16 protection team sh•ll be capable of providing include, but are 

17 not limited to, the following: 

18 (a) Medical diagnosis and evaluation services, 

19 including provi5ion or interpret•tion of X rays and l•boratory 

20 tests, •nd related service5, as needed, and document•tion of 

21 findings relative thereto. 

22 (b) Telephone consult•tion services in emergencies and 

231 in other 5itu•tions. 

24 (c) Medic•l evaluation related to abuse or neglect, as 

251 defined by dep•rtment policy or rule. 

26 (d) Such psychological and psychi•tric d1•gnosis and

27 evalu•tion services for the child or his parent or parents, 

2e guardi•n or guardians, or other care givers, or any other 

29 individual involved in a child abuse or neglect case, as the 

30 team may determine to be needed. 

11 
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1 (e) Short-term psychological treatment. It 1s the

2 intent of the Legislature that short-term psychological 

3 treatment be l1m1ted to no more than 6 months' durat1on after 

4 treatment 1s 1n1tiated, except that the appropr1ate d1str1ct 

5 adm1n1strator may authorize such treatment for 1nd1v1dual 

6 children beyond th1s l1mitat1on 1f the adm1n1strator deems it 

7 appropr1ate. 

9 (f) Expert med1cal, psychological, and related 

9 profess1onal test1mony 1n court cases. 

10 (g) Case staffings to develop, implement, and monitor 

11 treatment plans for children whose cases have been referred to 

12 the team. A child protection team may provide consultation 

13 with respect to a child who has not been referred to the team, 

14 but who 1s alleged or is shown to be abused, which 

15 consultation shall be prov1ded at the request of a 

16 representative of the ch1ldren, youth, and famil1es program or 

17 at the request of any other professional involved with a child 

18 or his �rent or parents, guardian or guardians, or other care 

19 g1vers. In every such ch1ld protection team case staffing, 

20 consultat1on, or staff activity involving a child, a children, 

21 youth, and families program representat1ve shall attend and 

22 participate. 

23 (h) Case service coordination and assistance, 

24 1ncluding the location of services available from other public 

25 and private agencies 1n the community. 

26 (i) Such training services for program and other 

27 department employees as is deemed appropriate to enable them 

2! to develop and maintain their professional skills and 

29 abilities in handling child abuse and neglect cases. 

30 (J) Educational and community awareness campaigns on 

Jll child abuse and neglect in an effort to enable citizens more 
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l successfully to prevent, identify, and treat child abuse and

2 neglect in the community. 

3 Section 16. Subsection (2} of section 415.509, Florida 

4 Statutes, is amended to read: 

5 415.509 Responsib1lit1es of public agencies with 

6 respect to prevention, identification, and treatment of child 

7 abuse and child neglect, educational and training programs.--

8 (2) The department shall, within •vailable 

9 appropriations, conduct a continuing publicity and education 

10 program for district staff and officials required to report 

11 and any other appropriate persons to encour•ge the fullest 

12 degree of reporting of suspected child abuse or neglect. The 

13 program shall include, but not be limited to, information 

14 concerning the responsibilities, obligations, and powers 

15 provided under ss. 415.502-415.514; the methods for diagnosis 

16 of child abuse or neglect; and the procedures of the child 

17 protective service progr•m, the circuit court, •nd other duly 

1e authorized •gencies. In developing training programs for 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

,. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

JO 

11 

district st�ff, the department shall place emphasis on 

preservice and inservice training for protective investigation 

s�ngle-�ntske, protective supervision serY�ees, •nd foster 

care staff which would include skills in diagnosis and 

treatment of child abuse and neglect and procedures of the 

child protective system and Judicial process. 

Section 17. Subsections (1), (4), (5), (6), and (7) of 

section 415.51, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

415.51 Confidentiality of reports and records in cases 

of child abuse or neglect.--

(1) In order to protect the rights of the child and 

his parents or other persons responsible for the child's 

welfare, all records concerning reports of child abuse or 
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1 neglect, including reports made to the central abuse registry 

2 and tracking system and-to-loeal-olf�ee9-of-the-department and 

3 all records generated as a result of such reports, shall be 

4 confidential and exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) 

5 and shall not be disclosed except as specifically authori2ed 

6 by ss. 415.502-415.514. Such exemption from s. 119,07(1) 

7 appl1es to informa.tion in the possession of those entities 

8 granted access as set forth in this section. 

9 {4) The department shall search its central abuse 

10 registry and tracking system records pursuant to the 

11 requirements of ss. 110.1127, 393.0655, 394.457, 396.0425, 

12 397,0715, 402.305(1), 402.3055, 402,313, 409.175, 409,176, and 

13 959.06 for the existence of a confirmed report made on the 

14 personnel •s defined in the foregoing provisions. The search 

15 shall also include indicated reports pr1or to July 1, 1987. 

16 Reports prior to 1978 shall not be included. If the search 

17 reveals •n indicated report prior to July 1, 1987, the 

11! department shall review the report to determine whether the 

19 indicated report shall remain classified as indicated or shall 

20 be classified as confirmed according to the definitions in s. 

21 415,503. If the report remains class1f1ed as indicated, the 

22 individual may not be d1squalif1ed. If the report is 

23 classified •s confirmed, the department shall notify the 

24 individual according to the provisions of s. 415.504(4)(d). 

25 The department shall report the existence of any confirmed 

26 report of abuse and advise the authori2ed licensing agency, 

27 applicant for license, or other author12ed agency or person of 

28 the results of the search, the date of the report, whether 30 

29 days have elapsed for requests for expunction or amendment, 

30 failure of the alleged perpetrator to respond pursuant to s, 

31 415.504{4)(d), results of any hearing conducted by the 
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1 secretary and any subsequent administrative hearing, and in 

2 the case of Judicial determination of abuse, the procedure for 

3 inspection of court records as set forth in s. 39.411(3). The 

4 department shall not release any information on unfounded or 

5 indicated reports. Prior to a search being conducted, the 

6 department or its designee shall notify such person that an 

7 inquiry will be made. The department sh•ll notify each person 

8 for whom • search is conducted of the results of the search 

9 upon request. 

10 (5) The dep•rtment sh•ll, with the written consent of 

11 • person applying to • licensed child-placing agency for the 

12 •doption of a ch1ld, search its central •buse registry and 

13 tracking system for the existence of a confirmed report and 

14 advise the licensed child-placing agency of any such report 

15 found and the results of the investigation conducted pursuant 

16 thereto, including whether 30 days have elapsed for requests 

17 for expunction or amendment, failure of the alleged 

18 perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 415.504(4)\d), and 

19 results of •ny hearing conducted by the secretary and any 

20 subsequent •dministrative hearing held on the report. 

21 (6) Except •s provided in subsection (4), the 

22 department sh•ll, with the written consent of a person 

23 applying to work with children as a volunteer or as a paid 

24 employee for a public or private nonprofit agency, or for an 

25 individual family, search its central abuse registry and 

26 tracking system for the existence of a confirmed report and 

27 shall advise such agency or family of any such report found 

28 and the results of the investigation conducted pursuant 

29 thereto, including whether 30 days have elapsed for requests 

30 for expunction or amendment, failure of the alleged 

11 perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 415.504(�)\d), and 
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11 results of any hearing conducted by the secretary and any

2 subsequent •dministrative hearing held on the report. 

3 (7) The name of any person reporting child abuse or 

4 neglect shall not be released to any E>@rson other than 

S employees of the department responsible for child protective 

6 services, the central abuse registry and tracking system, or 

7 the appropriate state attorney without the written consent of 

e the p@rson reporting. This does not prohibit the subpoenaing 

9 of a person reporting child abuse or neglect when deemed 

10 necessary by the state attorney or the department to protect a 

11 child who is the subJect of a report, provided the fact that 

12 such person made the report is not disclosed. Any person who 

13 reports a case of child abuse or neglect may, at the time he 

14 makes the report, request that the department notify him that 

1S a child protective investigation occurred as a result of the 

16 report. The department shall mail such a notice to the 

17 reporter within 10 days of the completion of the child 

18 protective investigation. 

19 Section 18. Section 415,511, Florida Statutes, is 

20 amended to read: 

21 415.511 Immunity from liability in cases of child 

22 abuse or neglect.--

23 � Any person, official, or institution 

24 p.1.rt1cipating in good faith in any act authorized or required 

2S by ss. 415.S02-415.514 shall be immune from any civil or 

26 criminal liability which might otherwise result by reason of 

27 such action. 

28 (b) Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed 

29 to grant immunity, civil or cr1m1nal, to any person suspected 

30 of having abused or neglected a child, or committed any 

31 illegal act upon or against a child. 
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l (2)(a) No resident or employee of a facility serving

children m.ay be sub7ected to reprisal or discharge because of 

31 his •ctions in reporting abuse or neglect pursuant to the 

requirements of this section. 

51 

(b) Any person m.tking a report under this section

6 shall have a civil cause of action for a.E.P.EE.P.r1ate 

7 compensatory and punitive damages against any person who 

a causes detrimental changes in the employment status of such 

9 reporting party by reason of his making such report. Any 

10 detrimental change made in the residency or employment status 

11 of such person, including, but not limited to, discharge, 

12 termination, demotion, transfer, or reduction in pay or 

13 benefits or work privileges, or negative ev•luations within a 

14 prescribed period of time shall establish a rebuttable 

15 presumption that such action was retaliatory. 

16 Section 19. Subsection (2) of section 415.513, Florida 

17 Statutes, is amended, and subsection (3) is added to said 

18 section, to read: 

19 415.513 Penalties for failing to report or preventing 

20 another person from reporting, or disclosing confidential 

21 information relating to, a case of child abuse or neglectL 

22 penalties for making a f•lse report.--

23 (2) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes 

24 public or discloses any confidential inform•tion contained in 

25 the central abuse registry and tracking system or in the 

26 records of any child abuse or neglect case, except as provided 

27 in ss. 415.502-415.514, is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 

28 second degree, punishable as provided ins. 775,082, s. 

29 775,083, or s. 775.084. 

30 (3) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes a 

ll false report of child abuse or neglect, or any person who 
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1 advises another to make a false report, 1s guilty of a 

2 misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided 1n s. 

3 775.082, s. 775.083, ors. 775.084. Anyone making a report 

4 who 1s acting 1n good faith 1s immune from any liability under 

5 this subsection. 

6 Section 20. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 

71 959,06, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

8 959.06 Departmental contracting powers.--

9 (4) Standards for screening shall �lso ensure th�t the

101 person: 

11 (a) Bas not been Judicially determined to have

12 committed abuse or neglect agai nst a child as defined ins. 

13 39.0ltit-and-t39t; 

14 (b) Does not have a confirmed report of abuse, 

15 neglect, or exploitation as defined ins. 415.102(5) which has 

16 been uncontested or has been upheld pursuant to s. 

17 415.504(4)(d): 

19 (c) Does not have a confirmed report of abuse, 

19 neglect, or exploitation as defined ins. 415.102(5) or s. 

20 415.503(5) which has been uncontested or has been upheld 

21 pursuant to the procedures provided ins. 415.103 ors. 

22 415.504; or 

23 (d) Has not committed an act which constitutes

241 domestic violence as defined 1n s. 741.30. 

25 

261 1998. 

27 

20 

29 

30 

31 

Section 21. This act shall take effect October 1, 
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Florida House of Representatives - 1988 

By Representative Davis 

A bill to be entitled 

HB 614 

An �ct relating to family policy; creating the 

"Family PolJ.cy Act") establ1sh1ng a leg1slat1ve 

goal) establ1sh1ng prov1s1ons1 provid1ng an 

effect1ve date, 

71 
HHEREAS, socioeconomic changes have taken place 

8 redefining the concept of the family which is the core of our 

9 society and whose capability to fulfill its roles and 

10 obligations is critical to the well-being of Florida's 

11 citizenry and economy, and 

12 WHEREAS, healthy family relations are of central 

13 importance to both the ability of adults to make productive 

14 contributions to society and to the emotional and intellectual 

15 development of children, and 

16 WHEREAS, the recognition of the worth of and respect 

17 for individual family members is essential to the success of 

18 the family unit and any efforts to strengthen the family unit, 

19 and 

20 WHEREAS, 62 percent of all Florida families are headed 

21 by persons 60 years of age or older and the total is expected 

22 to be at least 2.5 million by the year 2000, and 

23 WHEREAS, Florida's elderly families are essential to 

24 Florida's future in many ways including the vital role they 

25 play as role models for younger families and children, and 

26 WHEREAS, Florida's divorce rate is 40 percent higher 

27 than that of the nation as a whole, and 

28 WHEREAS, 10 Florida between 1970 and the mid 1980's, 

29 female heads of households doubled, to over 20 percent of all 

30 families with children, and 
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WHEREAS, one-half of all preschool children have 

HB 614 

2
,
working mothers and two-thirds of all school age children have 

3 working mothers, and 

4 HHEREAS, about one-fourth of all births in Florida in 

51 1986 were to unwed mothers many of whom had inadequate 

61 prenatal care, and 

7 WHEREAS, in 1986, l million Floridians were unable to 

81 access suitable and affordable housing, and 

9 WHEREAS, Florida has more residents living below the 

101 poverty level than the national average, and 

11 WHEREAS, the percentage of Florida's children living in 

12
1 

poverty increased from 17 percent in 1980 to 25 percent in 

13 1986, and 

14 WHEREAS, approximately 3 m1ll1on children age 19 and 

151 under now reside in Florida, and 

16 WHEREAS, between 1980 and 2000, Florida's total 

171 population is expected to grow by eo percent, and 

18 WHEREAS, a comprehensive family policy would strengthen 

191 the foundation of Florida's families and thereby its future, 

201 NOW, THEREFORE,

21 

22IBe It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florid�1 

23 

24 Section 1. Goal of Legislature; creation of Family 

25 Policy Act.--The primary goal of the Legislature is to 

26 protectt preserve! and enhance the stability and quality of 

27 Florida's families through the funding of programs and 

2� services, and the enforcement of laws and policies to prevent 

29 family dysfunction and the loss of family independence. In 

30 furtherance of this goal, there is created the "Family Policy 

31 Act." 
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Section 2. Provisions of Familt Policy Act --In order 

to accomelish the goal of the Familt Polict Actz the 

Legislature shall seek to erovide to all families of this 

state the following• 

I I I Access to safez affordable housing. 

I 2 I A safe and nurturing environment which will 

ereserve a sense of eersonal and familt dignitt. 

I 31 Adeguate nutrition, shelterz and clothing. 

141 Effective treatment to address ehysical1 soc1al1 

and emotional needs1 regardless of geograehical location

151 Protection from abusez neglect, and eAeloitation. 

I 6) Egual oeeortunitt dnd access to guality and 

effective education which will meet the individual needs of 

each family member and which will mobilize familt stren[ths 

into effective educational action through a comerehensive 

eartnershie of the family1 schoolz and communitt that 

reinforces and enhances family skills1 reinforces a caring 

environment, and 1 where feasible 1 utilizes the school facility 

as a center for communitt activity. 

171 Egual oeeortunitt and access to recreation and 

other communitt resources to develoe ind1v1dual abilities and 

to enhance familt unitt. 

18) Oeeortunity for full-time emeloyment for those

family members able to workz at a wage sufficient to maintain 

family 1ndeeendence. 

I 9) Oeeortun1ty for economic 1ndeeendence both for 

adult family members who are disabled and unable to work and 

for elderly family members 

Section 3. This act shall take effect July I ' 1988, or

upon becoming a law, whichever occurs later. 
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***************************************** 

HOUSE SU1111ARY 

HB 614 

Creates the Family Policy Act to further the legislative 
goal to protect, preserve, and enhance the stability and 
quality of Florida's families through the funding of 
programs and the enforcement of laws. Specifies 
provisions. 

This publication was produced at an average cost of 1.12 cents 
10 per single page in compliance with the Rules and for 

the information of members of the Legislature and the public. 
11-..-----------------------------, 
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By Representatives Bloom, Cosgrove, Saunders, Thomas, 
Guber, Abrams, Friedman 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to child abuse reporting; 

amending s. 415.511, F.S.; providing immunity 

from civil liability with respect to failure to 

make required reports; providing an effective 

date. 

BIBe It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida, 

9 

10 Section 1. Section 415.511, Florida St�tutes, is 

lllamended to readt 

12 415.511 Immunity from liability in cases of child 

13l abuse or neglect.--

14 ill Any person, official, or institution participating 

15 in good faith in any act authorized or required by ss. 

lb 415.502-415 514 shall be immune from any civil or cr1minal 

17 liability which might otherwise result by reason of such 

18 action. 

19 (2) Persons required bys. 415.504 to report known or 

20 suspected child abuse or neglect to the department shall be 

21 criminally liable pursuant to s. 415.513 for failure to make 

22 the required report, but shall not be liable in any civil 

23 action for damages based on such failure. 

24 

25j law. 

26 

27 

28 

l9 

30 

31 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a 

1 
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HOUSE SUHIIARY 

Provides immunity from civil liability for failure to 
make required child abuse reports. 

HB 1184 

71-----------------------------1 
8

,
This publication was produced 
per single page in compliance 

9 the inforaation of ■embers of 

at an average cost of 1.12 cents 
with the Rules and for 
the Legislature and the public. 
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By the COlul.ittee on Criminal J�atice and lepresentativea 
llooa., Cosgrove, Saunders, Thea-,.,, G11ber, A�rus, Friedif.an 

A biil to 1>e entitled 

An act re�ting to child abuse reporti�11• 

aaending a, 41S.511, F.s., providing ilrulunity 

froa civil or criminal lia�ility with respect 

to Naaonable (aiiure to Jets providiQg an 

ef:feetive date. 

a111e It Enacted by the Legi■lature of the State �f Flofida, 

, 

101 Section 1. Section 415.511, Florida Statut•a, i■ 

11 uended to read 1 

12 415.SII llllmunity fr011 liability in ca■e• of chiid 

13 abu.ae or neglect,--Any per•o�, official, or inatitution 

1� participating in food iaith in any act, or who r111onablY
15 faill to eerf9ED an act, authorized or re�uire4 by••·

16 415.SOt-415.514 shall be iamune from any civil or criainal 

17 liability which ■igbt otherwise result by reaaon of auch 

1a action or failure to act.

1' 

2ol1aw. 
Section 2. 1his act •hall take effect upon becoming a 

21 

22 

23 

24 
Thia pu�lication waa produced 

2Slper single page in compliance 
the infor"lllation of members of 

at aq average cost of 1.12 cent• 
with the Rules and for 
the Legislature and the public. 

2•1----------------------------1 
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By the Committee on Health & Rehabilitative Services and 

Representatives Tobin, Bloom, Davis, Jennings, Hawkins, Drage, 
Friedman, Metcalf, Kelly, Rochlin, Northam, Hill, Crady 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to abuse, neglect, abandonment, 

and exploitation of aged persons, disabled 

adults, and children; amending s. 20.19, F.S.; 

conforming duties of program offices and 

service districts of the Department of Health 

and Rehabilitative Services to reflect changes 

in protective investigations and current 

responsibilities; amending s. 39.01, F.S.; 

providing definitions; amending s 39.401, 

F.S.; conforming terminology and procedures to

definitions and current practice; providing 

that pr1or1ty consideration be given to 

relative placements over nonrelative 

pl�cements; amending s. 39.402, F S.} 

conforming terminology; amending s. 39.403, 

F.S.; providing for protective 1nvestigat1on by

the department; amending s. 39.404, F,S.; 

conforming terminology; amending s. 110.1127, 

F.S., to change a cross-referenceJ amending s.

415.103, F.S.} renaming the central abuse 

registry and requiring any report of abuse, 

neglect, or exploitation to be handled by the 

central abuse registry and tracking system; 

delineating functions of the central abuse 

registry and tracking system; providing for 

notification of district staff; providing for 

indexing of certain information; providing 

conf"identiality of reports in administrative 

hearing processJ amending s. 415.104, F.S. l 

providing standards and procedures for reports 
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and for protective services investigations) 

amending s. 415.107, f.S.J conforming 

terminology and procedures) amending s, 

415.111, F.S.) providing penalties for making 

false reports) amending s. 415.503, F.S.J 

providing definitionsJ amending s. 415.504, 

F.S.; conforming terminology) requiring child

abuse and neglect reports to go to the central

abuse registry and tracking system) delineating

funct1ons of the central abuse registry and

tracking system; providing procedures and t1me

frames for not1fication of district staff;

provid1ng for 1ndexing of certa1n information)

provid1ng conf1dential1ty of reports in the

adm1nistrat1ve hearing process) amending s.

415.505, F.S.J providing standards and

procedures for reports and for protective

services invest1gat1ons) amend1ng ss. 415.5055,

415.509, and 415.51, F.S. J conforming

terminology) amending s. 415.511, F.S.J

prov1d1ng immunity from l1ab1l1ty and

proh1b1t1ng reprisal against person reporting)

amending s. 415.513, F.S.J providing penalties

for making a false report; amending s. 959.06,

F.S., to change a cross-reference) providing an

effective date. 

HB 1515 

28j8e It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida1 

29 

30 Section 1. Subparagraph 2. of paragraph la) of 

311 subsection 14) and subparagraph 3, of paragraph le) of 

2 
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subsection (5) of section 20.19, Flor1da Statutes, are amended 

2 I to read1

3 20.19 Department of Health and Rehabilitative 

4
1

Serv1ces.--There is created a Department of Health and 

5 Rehabilitat1ve Services 

6 (4) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES.--The secretary shall

7 appoint an Assistant Secretary for Programs and an Assistant 

e Secretary for Administration, each of whom shall serve at the 

9 pleasure of, and be directly responsible to, the secretary. 

10 The secretary shall appoint a Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

11 Programs, a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Regulation and 

12 Health Facilities, a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Medicaid, 

13 and a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health, each of whom 

14 shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary and shall be 

directly responsible to the Assistant Secretary for Programs. 

16 (al The Assistant Secretary for Programs shall have 

17 responsibility for general statewide supervision of the 

18 administration of service programs operated by the department 

19 and such other program development and planning duties as are 

20 assigned to him by the se.:::-retary. "General statewide 

21 supervision of the administration of service programs" means 

22 service program development and planning; program research; 

23 identifying client needs and recommending solutions and 

24 priorities; developing client service programs, including the 

25 policies and standards therefor; providing technical 

26 assistance to the district administrators} assisting the 

27 district administrators in staff development and training; 

?8 reviewing and monitoring district-level program operations; 

assuring compliance with statewide program standards and 

301 performance criteria; monitoring uniform program quality among

31 districts; developing funding sources external to state 

3 
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l government) and obtaining, approving, monitoring, and

2 coordinating research and program development grants) but does

3 not involve line authority over any health or human services

4
1
program operation of the department, including the management

S of institutions and residential treatment programs.

6 2. The following program offices are established and

7 may be consolidated, restructured, or rearranged by the 

8 secretary) provided any such consolidation, restructuring, or 

9 rearranging shall be for the purpose of encouraging service 

10 integration through more effective and efficient performance 

11 of the program offices or parts thereof1 

12 a. Children's Medical Services Program Office.--The 

13
1 

responsibilities of this office encompass all children's 

14 medical services programs operated by the department. 

15 

16 

17 

111 

19 

b, Economic Services Program Office.--The 

responsibilities of this office encompass all income support 

programs within the department, such as aid to families with 

dependent children (AFDC), food stamps, and state 

supplementation of the supplemental security income ISSI) 

20 program. 

21 c. Developmental Services Program Office.--The 

22 responsibilities of this office encompass programs operated by 

23 the department for developmentally disabled persons. 

24 Developmental disabilities include any disability defined in 

25 s. 393.063. 

26 d, Aging and Adult Services Program Off1ce.--The 

27
1 

responsib1l1ties of this office encompass all aging and adult 

28 programs operated by the department. 

29 e. Children� Youth, and Families Program Office.--The

30
1 

respons1bil1ties of this program office encompass intake 

31 services for dependent-and delinquent children, fam1l1es 1n 

4 
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need of services and children in need of services programs and 

2 protective investigation services for abandoned, abused, and 

3 neglected children; interstate compact on the placement of 

4 children programs> children's protective servicesi adoptionJ 

5 child careJ foster care programs• specialized services to 

i famil1esJ all programs operated by the department relating to 

7 delinquent ch1ldrenJ and related mental health services for 

e children and youth in coordination with the Alcohol, Drug 

9 Abuse, and Hental Health Program Office. 

10 f. Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Program

11 Off1ce.--The respons1bil1t1es of this office encompass all 

12 alcohol, drug abuse, and mental health programs operated by 

13 the department except those programs for children and youth 

14 which shall be handled in coordination with the Children, 

Youth, and Fam1l1es Program Office, In addition, the 

161 responsibility for adult forensic programs shall be located

17 within this office. 

18 

19 

15) SERVICE DISTRICTS.--

(c) The duties of the district administrator shall

201 include, but are not limited to, 

21 3. Applying standard information, referral, intake,

22 diagnostic and evaluation, and case management procedures 

23 established by the secretary. Such procedures shall include 

24 � a-st"fle intake system for delinquency1 families in need of 

25 services and children in need of services programs, and a 

26 protective investigation system for dependency programs 

27 serving abandoned, abused, and neglected children ans 

?A SepenSe"ey-,•ventle-progr•ms. 

Section 2. 

30
,

Florida Statutes, 

31 are added to said 

Subsections 126) and (27) of section 39.01, 

are amended, and subsections 155) and 156) 

section, to read, 

5 
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l 

2 :1 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

II 

9 

39.01 Def1n1t1ons.--When used in this chapter1 

I 26 l "Intake" means the acceptance of a law 

enforcement report or complaint of delinquency, family 1n need 

of serv1ces1 or child 1n need of services and the screening 

thereof to determine whether action by the court is warranted, 

the d1spos1t1on of the report or complaint without court or 

public agency action when appropriate, the referral of the 

child to another public or private agency when appropriate, 

and the recommendation by the intake officer of court action 

when appropriate. 

( 27) "Intake officer" means the authorized agent of 

the department performing the intake function for a child 

alleged to be delinquent Q,[7-dependenty in need of services, 

or from a family 1n need of services. 

155) "Protective invest1g:at1on" means the acceetance

of a reeort alleging child abuse or neglect, as defined 1n s 

415.5031 by the central abuse registry and trackin[ system or 

the acceetance of a reEort of other deeendency by the local 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

l' J children 1 youth, and families office of the deeartmentz the 

201 investigation and class1f1cat1on of each reeort1 the 

21, 'determination of whether action by the court 1s warranted; the 

determination of the diseos1tion of each reeort without court 

or eublic agency action when aeeroer1atez the referral of a 

child to another eubl1c or er1vate a[ency when aeeroer1ate1 

and the recommendation by the erot�ctive investigator of court 

action when aeeroEriate. 
' I 56 l "Protective investigator" means an authorized 

agent of the deeartment who receives, 1nvest1gates1 and 

classifies reeorts of child abuse or neglect as defined 1n s. 

415.5031 who1 as a result of the 1nvest1gat1on 1 may file a 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

2 

211 

29 

30 

3 L deeendency eetition for the child under the criteria of 

6 
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parag:raph IJOl(a)i and who performs other duties necessary to 

carry out the reguired actions of the protective investi2ation 

function. 

Section 3. Subsections 12J and 13J of section 39 40 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read, 

39.401 Taking a child alleged to be dependent into 

custody.--

12 J If the person taking the child into custody 15 1 

a protective investigator an-�ntake-off�eer, he shall, 

I al Release the child to a parent, guardian, legal 

custodian, responsible adult approved by the court when 

limited to temporary emergency situations, responsible adul, 

relative who shall be 21ven pr1or1tt consideration over a 

nonrelative placement, or responsible adult approved by the 

department} within 3 days following such release, the perso1 

taking the child into custody shall make a full written rep( t

to the protective investigation �ntake office of the 

department for cases involving allegations of abandonment2 

abuse 1 or neglect or to the appropriate service unit of the 

local children1 youth 1 and families office within the 

department for other dependency cases w�th�n-3-day�; or

lbl Deliver the child to a protective investiq:ator 1 

�ntake-off�eer of the department, stating the facts by reasc 

of which the child was taken into custody and sufficient 

information to establish probable cause that the child is 

abandoned 1 abused1 or neq:lected dependent, and make a full 

written report to the protective investigation �ntake office 

of the department within 3 days For any other dependent 

child1 deliver the child to the appropriate service unit of 

the local children1 youth, and families office within the 

7 
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l
l

department and provide the required report to that unit

2 office. 

3 (3) If the child 1s taken into custody by, or is

4 delivered to, a protective investigator an-�ntake-eff�eer, the 

5 protective investigator sntake-effseer shall review the facts 

& and make such further inquiry as necessary to determine 

7 whether the child should remain in custody or be released. 

8 Unless shelter is required as provided in s. 39.402111, the 

9 protective investigator sntake-effieer shall1 

10 (al Release the child to his parent, guardian, legal 

11 custodian, a responsible adult relative who shall be given 

12 priority consideration over a nonrelat1ve placement, or a 

13 responsible adult approved by the departmentJ or 

14 (bl Authorize placement of a housekeeper/homemaker 

15 earetakerrheffie�aker in the home of� child alleged to be 

1& dependent until the parent or legal custodian assumes care of 

17 the child. 

18 Section 4. Subsections (3) and 14) and paragraph lb) 

l9
1

of subsection 18) of section 39.402, Florida Statutes, are 

20 amended to read, 

21 

22 

39.402 Placement in a shelter.--

13) If the protective investigator �ntake-effseer

23 determines that placement in a shelter is necessary according 

24 to the provisions of subsections (ll and 121, the protective 

25 investigator �ntake-effseer shall authorize placement of the 

26 child 1n a shelter and shall immediately notify the parents or 

27 leg�l custodians that the child was taken into custody. 

2e (4) If the child is alleged to be both dependent and

29 delinquent, the protective investigator sntake-effieer may 

30 authorize either placement in a shelter pursuant to this 

31 section or detention pursuant to s. 39.032. 

8 
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18) 

I bl In the interval until the detention hearing is 

held pursuant to paragraph ( a J, the decision �s to placement 

in a shelter or release of the child from a shelter sh•ll lie 

with the protective investigator t"take-oEE�eer in accordancE 

with subsection 13). 

Section 5. Section 39.403, Florida Statutes, 1S 

amended to rei1d1 

39.403 Protective investigation l"take.--

I I l Protective investigation Intake shall be performe 

by the department, A report or complaint alleging that a 

child is dependent as a result of child abuse or neglect as 

defined in s. 415.503 shall be made to the central abuse 

registry and tracking system. Complaints alleging that a 

child 1s dependent on any basis other than as a result of 

d 

child abuse or neglect as defined ins. 415,503 shall be made 

to the local children, youth, and families office of the 

department shal)-be-made-to-the-tntake-efftee operating in th 

county in which the child is found or in which the case •rose 

Any person or agency having knowledge of the facts may make a 

report or complaint. The complainant shall furnish the 

protective investigation office or the appropriate service 

unit of the local children, youth, and families office of the 

I department, whichever is appropriate, i"take-efEtee facts 

sufficient to establish the Jurisdiction of the court and to 

support a finding by the court that the child is dependent. 

I 2 l The protective investigator �"take-offteer shall 

make a preliminary determination as to whether the report or 

complaint is complete, consulting with the state attorney or 

assistant state attorney when necessary In any case in whic 

e 

h 

301 31 1 the protective investigator �ntake-eff�eer or the state

9 
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1 attorney finds that the report or complaint 1s 1ncomplete, the 

2 protective investigator �ntake-off�eer or state attorney shall 

3 return the report or complaint without delay to the person or 

4 agency orig1nat1ng the report or complaint or having knowledge 

5 of the facts or to the appropriate law enforcement agency 

6 having investigative Jurisdiction and request additional 

7 information 1n order to complete the report or complaint; 

8 however, the confidentiality of any report filed in accordance 

9 with ss. 415 502-415.514 shall not be violated. 

10 la) If the protective investigator ��take-offieer 

11 determines that the report or complaint 1s complete, he may, 

12 after determining that such action would be 1n the best 

13 interests of the child, file a petition for dependency. 

14 (b} If the protect1ve investigator �ntake-offteer 

15 determines that the report or complaint is complete, but that 

16 1n his Judgment the interest of the child and the public will 

17 be best served by providing the child care or other treatment 

18 voluntarily accepted by the child and his parents or legal 

19 custodians, the protective investigator tntake-off�eer may 

20 refer the child for such care or other treatment. 

21 (cl If the protect1ve investigator tntake-offteer 

22 refuses to file a petition for dependency, the complainant 

23 shall be advised of his right to file a petition pursuant to 

24 this part. 

25 Section 6. Subsections (3) and 16) of section 39.404, 

261 Florida Statutes, are amended to read1 

27 

28 

39.404 Petition for dependency.--

(3) When the child has been taken into custody, a

29 petition alleging dependency shall be filed within 7 days of 

30 the date the child is taken into custody. In all other cases, 

31 the petition shall be filed within a reasonable time after the 

10 
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date the child was referred to protective 1nvestiqat1on �ntake 

2/pursuant to s. 39.403 

3 (6} When a petition for dependency has been filed and 

4 the parents or custodians of the child have advised the 

S protective 1nvest1gat1on �ntake office that the truth of the 

6 allegations 1s acknowledged and that no contest is to be made 

7 of the adJud1cation, the protective investigator �ftt•ke 

8 &ff�cer may set the case before the court for an adJud1catory 

9 hearing. Neither the state attorney nor an assistant state 

10 attorney shall be required to be present at the adJud1catory 

11 hearing. Should there be a change in the plea at this 

12 hearing, the court shall continue the hearing to permit the 

13 state attorney to prepare and present the case for the state. 

14 

16 

17 

Section 7 Paragraph la) of subsection (3} of section 

110.1127, Florida Statutes, is amended to read, 

110.1127 Employee security checks.--

13Hal Within the Department of Health and 

18 Rehabilitative Services, all positions in programs providing 

19 care to children or the developmentally disabled for 15 hours 

20 or more per week are deemed to be positions of special trust 

21 or responsibility, and a person shall be disqualified for 

22 employment 1n any such position by reason ofr 

23 1. Having been found guilty of, regardless of 

24 adJudication, or having entered a plea of nolo contendere or 

25 guilty to, any offense prohibited under any of the following 

26 provisions of the Florida Statutes or under any similar 

27 statute of another Jurisdiction, 

·�

30 

31 

a. Section 782.04, relating to murder.

b. Section 782.07, relating to manslaughter.

c. Section 782,071, relating to vehicular homicide,

11 
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d. Section 782.09, relating to killing of an unborn

2(child by inJury to the mother. 

3 e. Section 784.011, relating to assault, if the victim

4lof the offense was a minor. 

5 

• 

f. Section 784.021, relating to aggravated assault.

g. Section 7M.03, relating to battery, if the victim

7Jof the offense was a minor. 

e 

• 

10 

ll 

h. Section 784.045, relating to aggravated battery.

i. Section 787.01, relating to kidnapping.

J. Section 787.02, relating to false imprisonment.

k. Section 787.04, relating to removing children from

121 the state or concealing children contrary to court order. 

l3 

14 

1. Section 794.011, relating to sexual battery. 

m. Section 794.041, relating to prohibited acts of

15lpersons in familial or custodial authority. 

16 

l7 

n. Chapter 796, relating to prostitution,

o. Section 798.02, relating to lewd and lascivious

181 behavior. 

19 p. Chapter 800, relating to lewdness and indecent

201 exposure. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

�- Section 806.01, relating to arson. 

r. Section 812.13, relating to robbery.

s. Section 826.04, relating to incest.

t. Section 827.03, relating to aggravated child abuse.

u, Section 827.04, relating to child abuse, 

v. Section 827.05, relating to negligent treatment of

271 children. 

28 w. Section 827.071, relating to sexual performance by

291 a child. 

30 x. Section 827.09, relating to abuse, neglect, or

311 exploitation of aged or disabled persons. 

12 
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�. Chapter 893, relating to drug abuse prevention and

3
1

control, only if the offense was a felony or if any other 

4 person involved in the offense was a minor. 

5 aa. Section 817.563, relating to frcudulent sale of 

6lcontrolled substances, only if the offense was a felony; or 

7 2. Having had a finding of delinquency or having

8 entered« plea of nolo contendere or a plea amounting to an 

9 admission of guilt to a pet1t1on alleging delinquency pursuant 

10 to part II, chapter 39, or similar statutes of other 

11 Jur1sdict1ons, for any of the foregoing acts, regardless of 

12 «dJudication or disposition, For the purposes of this 

13 subsection, such� finding or plea has the same effect as a 

,4 finding of guilt) or 

, 3. Having been Judicially determined to have committed

16
,

abuse or neglect «gainst a child as defined 1n s. 39.0lt2➔-8nd 

17 t3Q➔J or 

18 4. Having a confirmed report of abuse, neglect, or

19 exploitation as defined ins. 415.10215) or abuse or neglect 

20 as defined ins 415 503(51 which has been uncontested or 

21 upheld pursuant to the procedures provided ins. 415.103 ors. 

22 415.504J or 

23 5. Having committed an «ct which constitutes domestic

24lv1olence as defined ins. 741.30. 

25 Section 8. Paragraph ta) of subsection ll 1, subsec tion 

26
1 

(31, and paragraph (al of subsection 141 of section 415.103, 

27 Florida Statutes, are amended to read1 

' 415.103 Handatory reporting of abuse, neglect, or 

_9 exploitation of «ged persons or disabled adults; mandatory 

30 reports of death; central abuse registry and tracking system; 

31 1mmun1ty from l1ab1l1ty.--

l3 
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1 

2 

3 

II J MANDATORY REPORTING.--

lal Any person, including, but not limited to, any, 

1. Physician, osteopath, medical examiner,

4 chiropractor, nurse, or hospital personnel engaged 1n the 

5 admission, examination, care, or treatment of aged persons or 

6 disabled adultsJ 

7 2, Health or mental health professional other than one 

Bl listed in subparagraph l.J 

9 3. Practitioner who relies solely on spiritual means

101 for healing} 

11 4. Nursing home staff, adult congregate living

12 facility staff, adult day care center staff, social worker, or 

13 other professional adult care, foster care, residential, or 

14 institutional staff; 

15 5. State, county, or municipal criminal Justice 

16lemployee or law enforcement officerJ or 

17 6. Human rights advocacy committee or long-term care 

181 ombudsman council member, 

19 

20 who knows, or has reasonable cause to suspect, that an aged 

21 person or disabled adult is an abused, neglected, or exploited 

22 person shall immediately report such knowledge or suspicion to 

23 the central abuse registry and tracking system of the 

24 department on the single statewide toll-free telephone number 

25 or-dtrectly-to-tne-loc8l-offtce-of-the-departffient-responstble 

26 for-tnvesttgation-of-reports-ffiade-p�rs�ant-to-this-sectton. 

27 

28 

131 CENTRAL ABUSE REGISTRY AND TRACKING SYSTEM.--

{al The department shall establish and maintain a 

29 central abuse registry and tracking system which shall receive 

30 all reports made pursuant to this section 1n writing or 

31 through a single statewide toll-free telephone number which 

14 
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any person may use to report known or suspected abuse, 

neglect, or exploitation of an aged person or disabled adul t

at any hour of the day or n1ght, any day of the week, The 

central abuse reg1stry and tracking system shall be operate d 

1n such a manner as to enable the department toi 

I • Immed1ately identify and locate pr1or reports or 

cases of adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation through the 

deeartment's automated tracking system. 

2. Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the

deeartment's eroqram for reportingi and investigating..i.__iW.g 

class1fyinq suspected abuse, neglect, or explo1tat1on of ag 

persons or d1sabled adults, and the provis1on of protective 

services to such persons through the development and analys 

of statist1cal and other informat1on, and to report thereon 

�- Track C[1t1cal stees in the 1nvest1qative eroces 

to ensure comel1ance with all reguirements for all reeorts. 

!L_3. Maintain and produce aggregate statistical 

reports for monitoring patterns of abuse, neglect, or

explo1tation of aged persons or disabled adults. 

h�- Serve as a resource for the evaluat1on, 

management, and planning of preventive and remedial service 

for aged persons or disabled adults who have been subJect t 

abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 

I b) Upon receiving an oral or written report of knc 

or suspected abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an aged per 

or disabled adult, the central abuse registry and tracking 

ed 

is 

!! 

s 

0 

wn 

son 

system shall determine if the reeort reguires an immediate on-

site erotective investigation. For reeorts re�uirinq an 

immediate on site erotective investiqation i the central abus se

registry and tracking system shall notify the deeartment's 

designated aging and adult services district staff reseonsit ble 

15 
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L for Etoi1ctivg inv�stig�t&2n1 ;immegiatel� to ensure frQ!!E! 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

initiat&on of an on-1it1 !nv1sti��tign1 Eo[ re2or!s no! 

regui[ing an immediate on-site !r2te£tive in�e1tiga!ion1 th "

c1nt[al abuse ig�istr� in� trackin� s�stem sball notif� tbe 

de!a[tment 1 s desiinated aiini and adult se[vic1s gistr!c! 

s!aff r1s2on1ible fo[ 2ro!ectiv1 investigati2ns in suff!cie1 n1 

-"I !i:19! t2 �!low for iD inve1tiga!!on t2 be £Q!!lm;nced within �1 

" , houri, At the !ime of no!if!cati2n Qf di1t[i�t 1taff Wltb 

l 

l 

l 

l 

l 

l 

l 

l 

l 

l 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

9 r�1ee�t to th� [g22rt1 tb� £�n![al aeu1s [egis![� ind t[a£k .!JlJl

I 1�1tem 1b�ll al10 2r2vide �nforma!�on 2n an� !IIViou1 [!!or· .t

l c2nc1rning a sy�je£t of tbe er�1ent teeot! 2£ an� eertinen! 

2 iDf2itmlii2D [llliiV! !2 ibl ire11ni [§!2[! 2[ ID� 0211; 

5 earlier re!orts htmedi■tely-not�fy-the-desi.nated-■#inr-and 

� ■d•lt-ser¥iees-4�striet-staff-of-the-department-with-respec 

5 to-the-reporty-■ny-pre¥ie•s-report-eoneerninr-a-s••,eet-ef-

6 present-report�-or-any-ether-pertinent-informatien-relat�•e 

7 thereto. 

5 I c) Upon completion of its investigation, the 

9 designated aging and adult services district staff of the 

D departinent shall classify reports either as "confirmed," 

1 "indicated," or "unfounded," At this time, the department 

2 shall notify the victlll named in the report, the guardian c 

3 guardians or the caregiver of the aged person or disabled 

4 adult named as the victim, and the alleged perpetrator, if 

5 other than the guardian or guardians or the caregiver, of t 

6 coinpletion of the investigation of the report, the 

7 classification of the report, and the right to ask for 

8 amenclm.ent or expunction pursuant to paragraph ldJ. All 

9 identifying information in the central abuse registry and 

0 tracking system or other computer systems or records that l 

L related to an unfounded report shall be expunged l year aft 

16 

t 

the 

r 

he 

• 

er 
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l the case l.S class1.f1.ed as "unfounded." All ident1.fying

2 information in the central abuse registry �nd tracking system

3 related to an indicated report shall be expunged from the

4 central abuse registry •nd tracking system 7 ye•rs from the

5 date of the last indicated report concerning any person named

6 in the report. All information, other than identifying

7 informat1.on, related to an indicated or unfounded report at

8 the time of expunction shall be disposed of in a manner deemed

9 appropr1.ate by the department •nd pursuant to ss. 119.041 and

10 257.36(71. Unfounded and-ind2eated reports shall only be

11 indexed by the name of the aged person or disabled adult to

12 detect patterns of abuse, neglect, or exploitation. Persons

13 n•med in unfounded or indicated reports shall not be
14 identified as alleged perpetrators. All information in the

jlcentral abuse registry and tracking system or other computer 

16
1 

systems or records shall be subJect to the confidentiality 

17 provisions in s. 415.107. 

1e ld)l. Where it is shown that the record is inaccurate 

19 or incons1.stent w1.th ss. 415.101-415.113, the department shall 

20 amend or expunge the record. The department shall notify the 

21 victim and the alleged perpetrator of what amendment is made 

22 to the record or of the expunction of the record. 

23 2. Subsequent to the completion of the department's 

24 investigation, the v1.ctim or alleged perpetrator of a 

25 confirmed report may request the secretary to amend or expunge 

26 the case record and all identifying information in the abuse 

27 registry or other computer systems or records pertaining to 

�, that report on the grounds that the record is inaccurate or is 

.� being maintained in a manner inconsistent with ss. 415,101-

301415,l13. 

31 

17 
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1 3. Notice to the alleged perpetrator of a confirmed

21 report shall state that1 

3 

4 

a. The report has been classified as confirmed;

b. The alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report may

5 be disqualified from working with children or the 

6 developmentally disabled or from working in sensitive 

7 positions involving the care of children, the developmentally 

8 disabled, disabled adults, or aged persons) 

• c. The alleged perpetrator may request amendment or 

lO
l

expunction of the confirmed report, if the alleged perpetrator 

11 does not agree with the classification) 

12 d. The request by the alleged perpetrator for

13 amendment or expunction of the confirmed report must be 

14 received by the department within 30 days after the alleged 

15 perpetrator receives notice of the classification of the 

16 report; 

17 e, The alleged perpetrator can obtain more information 

18
1 

by calling the person whose name and telephone number are 

19 provided in the notice; and 

20 f, The failure to timely ask for �mendment or 

21
1

expunct1on means the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest 

22 the classification of the report. 

23 

24
1
Notice to the alleged perpetrator shall be sent by certified 

25 m�il. 

26 4. Failure to respond within the time specified in 

27 subparagraph 3. means that the alleged perpetrator agrees not 

28 to contest the classification of the report. The alleged 

29 perpetrator may, within l year of the classification of the 

30 report as confirmed, request the department to set aside a 

31 confirmed report where it can be shown that the failure to ask 

18 
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l for amendment or expunction was due to excusable neglect or

2 fraud. The standard for excusable neglect or fraud shall be 

3 as provided in the Rules of Civil Procedure. 

4 5. If the alleged perpetrator asks for amendment or

5 expunct1on, the secretary may amend or expunge the record. If 

6 the secret�ry refuses or does not act within 30 days after 

7 receiving such a request, the alleged perpetrator shall have 

8 the right to an administrative hearing to contest whether the 

9 record of the report should be amended or expunged. At the 

10 chapter 120 hearing the department shall prove by a 

11 preponderance of evidence that the perpetrator committed the 

12 abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

13 expunge and the alleged perpetrator fails to timely ask for an 

14 administrative hearing, the failure to timely ask shall mean 

15 that the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest the 

16 secretary's decision and the findings of the confirmed report 

17 of abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

18 expunge and the alleged perpetrator asks for an administrative 

19 hearing and the department's class1f1cation is upheld, the 

20 report shall remain as confirmed. Any person who is named in 

21 an indicated report shall not have the right to challenge the 

22 department's classification system through the department or 

23 through an administrative hearing under chapter 120. 

24 6. The confidentiality of the abuse or neglect report

25 shall, to the extent possible, be maintained during the 

26 administrative hearing process. The administrative hearing 

27 shall be closed, the administrative files shall be closed and 

28 not disclosed to the public under s. 119.07(11, and any 

29 identifying information 1n the recommended or final order 

30 shall be deleted prior to publishing pursuant to chapter 120. 

31 

19 
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14) POSTING STATEWIDE TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR

2ITHE CEITTRAL ABUSE REGISTRY AND TRACKING SYSTEM.--

3 fa) The statewide toll-free telephone number for the 

4 central abuse registry and tracking system shall be posted in 

5 all facilities operated by or under contrJct with or licensed 

6 by the department which provide services to aged persons or 

7 disabled adults. Such posting shall be clearly visible and in 

8 a prominent place within the facility and shdll be accompanied 

q by the words, "To Report the Abuse, Neglect, or Exploitation 

10 of an Aged Person or Disabled Adult, Please call Toll-free 1-

11 800-342-9152." 

12 Section 9 Subsections ( 1 l and ( 2) of section 415.104, 

131 Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

14 415.104 Protective services investigations of cases of 

15
1 

abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged persons or disabled 

lb adultsJ transmittal of records to state attorney.--

17 I I I The department shall, upon receipt of a report 

18
1 

alleging abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an aged person or 

lC) disabled adult, commence, or cause to be commenced within 24 

20 hours, a protective services investigation of the facts 

21 alleged therein. If, upon arrival at the scene of the 

22 incident, a caregiver refuses to allow the department to begin 

23 a protective services investigation or interferes with the 

24 department"s ability to conduct such an investigation, the 

25 appropriate law enforcement agency shall be contacted. If, 

26 during the course of the investigation, the department has 

27 reason to believe that the abuse, neglect, or exploitation is 

28 perpetrated by a second party, the appropriate criminal 

29 Justice agency shall be orally notified in order that such 

30 agency may begin a criminal investigation concurrent with the 

31 protective services investigation of the department. The 

20 
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1 department shall make a preliminary written report to the 

2 criminal Justice agency within 5 working days of the oral 

3 report, The department shall, within 24 hours after receipt 

4 of the report, notify the appropriate human rights advocacy 

5 committee, or long-term care ombudsman council, when 

6 appropriate, that an alleged abuse, neglect, or exploitation 

7 perpetrated by a �econd party has occurred. Notice to the 

8 hum«n rights advocacy committee or long-term care ombudsman 

9 council may be accomplished orally or in writing «nd shall 

10 include the name and location of the aged person or disabled 

11 adult alleged to have been abused, neglected, or exploited and 

12 the nature of the report. For each report it receives, the 

13 department shall perform an on-site investigation to1 

14 I«) Determine that the person is «n aged person or 

151 disabled «dult as defined in s. 415.102, 

16 lb) Determine the composition of the family or 

17 household, including the name, address, date of birth a�e, 

18 social security number1 sex, and race of each aged person or 

19 disabled adult named in the report} any others in the 

20 household or in the care of the caregiver, or any other 

21 persons responsible for the aged person's or disabled adult's 

22 welfare} and any other adults in the same household. 

23 lcl Determine whether there is an indication that any 

24 aged person or disabled adult is abused, neglected, or 

25 exploited, including a determination of harm or threatened 

26 harm to any aged person or disabled adult} the nature and 

27 extent of present or prior lnJuries, abuse, or neglect, and 

28 any evidence thereof} and a determination as to the person or 

29 persons apparently responsible for the abuse, neglect, or 

30 exploitation, including the name1 address, date of birth1 

31 social security number, sex, and race of each person to be 

21 

COOING: Hards st��eken are deletions} words underlined are additions, 



Florida House of Representatives - 1988 
173-6 75A-4-8 

HB 1515 

11 
21 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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18 
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24 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

classified as an alleged eereetrator in a confirmed reeort 

An alleged eereetrator of a confirmed reeort of abuse 1 

neglect 1 or exeloitation shall cooeerate rn the erovision of 

the reguired data for the identification and tracking: s;rstem 

to the fullest eYtent eossible. 

ldl Determine the immediate and long-term r1�k to eac h 

aged person or disabled adult through utilization of 

standardized risk assessment instruments T-�f-sueh-person 

rema�ns-�n-+he-ex�st�ng-env�ronment 

le l Determine the protective, treatment, and 

ameliorative services necessary to safeguard and ensure the 

aged person's or disabled adult's well-being and cause the 

deliver:.i::: of those services throug:h the earl:r intervention of 

I the deeartmental worker reseons1ble for service erovision and 

I management of identified services, 

If the department has reason to believe that the abuse, 

neglect, or exploitation is perpetrated by a second party, th e 

state attorney rn whose circuit the alleged abuse, neglect, C r 

exploitation occurred shall be notified 

I 2 l No later than 30 days after receiving the initial 

report, the designated aging and adult services district staf f 

of the department sha 11 complete its investigation; determine 

whether the reported abuse, neglect, or exploitation was 

"confirmed," "indicated," or "unfounded"; and report its 

findings to the department's central abuse registry and 

tracking: S):'.stem. 

Section 10. Subsections ( l ) ' (4 ), and I 5l of section 

415.107, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

22 
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415.107 Confidentiality of reports and records in 

2
1 

cases of Jbuse, neglect, or C<ploitation of aged persons or 

3 disabled Jdults.--

4 I I l In order to protect the rights of the individual 

5 or other persons responsible for the welfare of an aged person 

6 or disabled adult, all records corcernir.g reports of abuse, 

7 neglect, or e<ploitation of the aged person or disabled adult, 

8 including reports made to the central Jbuse registry and 

9 tracking system and-to-des�gnated-8g�ng-nnd-8d�lt-�erv�ces 

10 d��tr�et-off�ce�-of-t�e-de�nrtmeftt, and all records generated 

11 as a result of such reports shall be corfidential and exempt 

12
1

from the provisions of s. 119,0711} and shall not be disclosed 

13 eAcept as specificallt authorized bJ ss. 415.101-415 113 

14 t4l The name of ant person reporting adult abuse, 

�5 neglect, or e<plo1tat1on shall in no case be released to any 

16 person other than employees of the department responsible for 

17 adult protective services, the central abuse registry and 

18 tracking system, or the appropriate state attorne1 without the 

19 written consent of the person reporting abuse, neglect, or 

20 eYploitation 1,1hen deemed necessary b.1 the state attorney or 

21 the department to protect an aged person or disabled adult who 

22 is the subJect of a report, provided the fact that such person 

23 made the report is not disclosed. This does not prohibit the 

24 subpoena of a person reporting adult abuse, neglect, or 

25 exploitation when deemed necessary by the state attorney or 

26 the department to protect an aged person or disabled adult who 

27 is the subJect of a report, provided the fact that such person 

?Bl made the report is not disclosed, Anz person who reports a 

l9 case of adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation maz, at the time 

30 he makes the report, request that the department notify him 

31 that an adult protective services investigation occurred as a 

23 
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1 result of the report. The department shall mail such a notice 

2 to the reporter within 10 working days of the completion of 

3 the adult protective services investigation. 

4 (5Jla) The department shall search its central abuse 

5 registry and tracking system records pursuant to the 

6 requirements of ss. 110.1127, 393.0655, 394.457, 396.0425, 

7 397.0715, 402.30511), 402.3055, 402.313 1 409.175, 409,176, and 

8 959.06 for the existence of a confirmed report made on the 

9 personnel as defined in the foregoing provisions. The search 

10 shall also include indicated reports prior to July 1, 1987. 

11 Reports prior to 1978 shall not be included. If the search 

12 reveals an indicated report prior to July 1, 1987, the 

13 department sh•ll review the report to determine whether the 

14 indicated report shall remain classified as "indicated" or 

15 shall be classified as "confirmed" according to the 

16 definitions in s. 415.102. If the report remains classified 

17 as "indicated," the individu•l shall not be disquahf1ed. If 

18 the report 1s cl•ssif1ed ilS "confirmed," the department shall 

19 notify the individual according to the provisions in s. 

20 415.10313lldl. The department sh•ll report the existence of 

21 any confirmed report •nd advise the authorized licensing 

22 agency, applic•nt for licensure, or other authorized agency or 

23 person of the results of the search, the date of the report, 

24 whether 30 days have elapsed for requests for expunction or 

25 amendment, failure of the alleged perpetrator to respond 

26 pursuant to s. 415.103l3HdJ, and results of any hearing 

27 conducted by the secretary and any subsequent administrative 

28 hearing. The dep•rtment shall not release any information on 

29 unfounded or 1nd1cated reports. Prior to a search being 

30 conducted, the department or its des1gnee shall notify such 

31 person that an inquiry will be made. The department shall 

24 
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1
1 

notify each person for whom a search is conducted of the 

2 results of the search upon request. 

3 (bl The department shall, upon receipt of an 

4 application of a person applying for an initial license or 

5 renewal of a license ford facilitI to provide day or 

6 residential care for aged persons or disabled adults, search 

7 its central abuse registry and tracking system for the 

8 existence of a confirmed report of child or adult abuse, 

q neglect, or exploitation as defined in ss, 415.102(1 J, 15), 

10 19), ( 11 ), and ( 13) and 415.503t3J, (5), and 19) and advise 

11 the licensing agent of any report found and the results of the 

12 investigation conducted pursuant thereto, including whether 30 

13 days have elapsed for requests for expunction or amendment, 

14 failure of the perpetrator to respond pursuant to s, 

.5 415.10313Jtd) or s 415 50414)(dl, and results of any hearing 

16lconducted by the secretarr and anr subsequ8nt administrative 

171 hearing held on the report Such a report shall disqualify an 

18
1 

individual from licensure, but the department mar grant an 

19 exemption from disqualification if the department has clear 

201 dnd convincing evidence to support a reJsonable belief that 

21 the person is of good character so as to Justify an exemption. 

22 The person shall bear the burden of setting forth sufficient 

23 evidence of rehabilitation, including, but not limited to, the 

24 circumstances surrounding the incident, the nature of the harm 

25 occasioned to the victim, and the history of the person since 

26 the incident, or such other circumstances that shall by the 

27 aforementioned standards indicate that the person will not 

28 present a danger to the safety or well-being of aged persons 

�qlor disabled adults The decision of the department regarding 

30
1

an e,emption na1 be contested through� h�arin� pursuant to 

31 chapter 120. A disqualified person ma1 also request amendment 

25 

CODING: �ords ���teke� are deletions; words underlined are additions, 



Florida House of Representatives - 1988 
173-675A-4-e

HB 1515 

11 or expunct1on of the report pursuant to s. 415.10313lldl For 

2 purposes of a licensure application, these remedies must be 

3 requested w1th1n 30 days of notification, or be deemed waived. 

4 The department shall notify any individual disqualified from 

5 licensure of the right to appeal that d1squal1f1cat1on, of 

6 remedies available, and of the time limit for requesting such 

7 remedies pursuant to the prov1s1ons of this subsection. The 

8 department may issue no license until screening procedures 

9 and, if necessary, adm1n1strative remedies are complete. 

10 However, a conditional or provisional license may be issued 1n 

11 the case of an ex1st1ng licensed facility for only that t1me 

12 necessary to complete the above screening procedures and 

13 administrative remedies. No application for licensure shall 

14 be deemed complete until all requested screening 1nformat1on 

15 has been correctly submitted pursuant to department procedure. 

16 Section 11. Subsection (2) of section 415.111, Florida 

171 Statutes, 1s amended, and subsection 15) is added to said 

181 section, to read1 

19 415.111 Penalties for fa1l1ng to report or preventing 

20 report, or for disclosing confidential 1nformat1on, relating 

21 to abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged person or disabled 

22 adult or for act of such abuse, neglect, or exploitat1oni 

23 penalties for making false reports.--

24 {2J Any person who knowingly and willfully makes 

25 public or discloses any confidential information contained in 

26 the central abuse registry and tracking system, or 1n other 

27 computer systems, or 1n the records of any case of abuse, 

28 neglect, or exploitation of an aged person or disabled adult, 

29 except as provided 1n ss. 415.101-415,113, is guilty of a 

30 misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided 1n s. 

31 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

26 
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(5) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes a

2 false report of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an aged 

3 person or disabled adu ltz or any person who advises another to 

4 make a false report, is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second 

5 degree1 punishable as provided ins. 775.0821 s. 775,0831 or 

6 s. 775.084. Anyone making a report who is acting in good

7 faith is immune from any liability under this subsection. 

a Section 12. Subsection (4) of section 415,503, Florida 

9(Statutes, is amended to read, 

10 415.503 Definitions of terms used in ss. 415.502-

111415.514.--As used in ss. 415.502-415.514, 

12 C 4) "Child protection team" means a team of 

13 �rofessionals established by the department to receive 

14 referrals from the protective investigators sinvle-�ntake and 

15 protective supervision serv�ces staff of the children, youth, 

16 and families program and to provide specialized and supportive 

17 services to the program in processing child abuse and neglect 

18 cases, A child protection team shall provide consultation to 

19 other programs of the department and other persons on child 

20 abuse and neglect cases pursuant to s. 415.505511 llgl. 

21 Section 13. Paragraphs la) and lb) of subsection 12) 

22
1

and subsection 14) of section 415,504, Florida Statutes, are 

23 amended to read1 

24 415,504 Mandatory reports of child abuse or neglect) 

25
,
mandatory reports of deathJ central abuse registry and 

26 tracking system.--

27 12HaJ Each report of known or suspected child abuse 

28 or neglect pursuant to this section shall be made immediately 

29 to the department's central abuse registry and tracking system 

30 on the single statewide toll-free telephone number or-directly 

31 

27 
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1
1 

to-the-leeal-off�ee-of-the-department-respons�ble-for 

2 �nvesti�•t�on-of-reports-m■de-pwrs•■nt-to-th�s-seet�on. 

3 lb) Each report made by a person 1n an occupation 

4 designated in subsection ll) shall be confirmed in writing to 

5 the local office of the department designated bY the central 

6 �buse registry and tracking system within 48 hours of the 

7 initial report. 

8 14Ha) The department shall establish and maintain a 

9 central abuse registry and tracking system which shall receive 

10 .ill reports made pursuant to this section in wr1t1ng or 

11 through a single statewide toll-free telephone number which 

12 any person may use to report known or suspected child abuse or 

13 neglect at any hour of the day or night, any day of the week. 

14 The central abuse registry and tracking system shall be 

15 operated in such a manner as to enable the department to, 

16 l. Immediately identify and locate prior reports or

17
1

cases of child abuse or neglect through ut1l1zation of the 

18 department's automated tracking system. 

19 2. Monitor and Re�•l■rlr evaluate the effectiveness of

20 the depart�ent's program for reporting, investigating, and 

21 classifying suspected abuse or neglect of abwsed-and-negleeted 

22 children through the development and analysis of statistical 

23 and other information. 

24 3. Trick critical steps in the invest1qat1ve process

25
1 

to ensure compliance with all requirements for any report of 

2, abuse or neglect. 

27 4. Maintain and produce aggregate statistical reports

28l fflonitorinq patterns of both child abuse and child neglect. 

29 5. Serve as a resource for the evaluation, management,

30
1

and planning of preventive and remedial services for children 

31 who have been subJect to abuse or neglect. 

28 
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I bl Upon receiving an oral or written report of known 

or suspected child abuse or neglect, the central abuse 

registry and tracking system shall determine if the report 

reguires an immediate on-site protective inve1tiqation, For 

reports re9uir1ni an l.lllmediate on-site protective 

investigation2 the central abuse registry and trackina systeffi 

shall immediately notify the deeartment's desiinated children1 

youth1 and fam1l1es di1tri£t staff re1eonsible for protective 

investigations to ensure tha! an on-site investigation ll 

!romptly initiated. F2r reports not r�guirinq an l.Jtlmedi1t�

on-site prot�ciive investiq1tion1 th1 central abu1e registry

iDg !r•,�ioa 1x1t�m lbill notify ibg SB:P1r:tmen!'1 ge11an111g

cb&lgrenz youtb1 in� f1milies district 1taff re1p2nsible f9[

![Otecii�e iDV!l!iiati9n§ in 1uffjcien! !!!!It to illoH tor 1n

inv�st!qation to be comm�nced within �4 bour1. At tbg i!me of

notification of district staff with respect to the re!ort1 th§

central abuse registry and tracking system shall also provide

information on any previous report concernjnq a subject of tb�

pre§ent report or any pertinent information r�lative to the

!resent reeort or any noted earlier reports :t11tffiediately-notify

the-loeal-off�ee-of-the-departffient-with-respeet-to-the-reporty 

any-previovs-report-eoncerninr-a-svb,eet-of-the-present 

reporty-or-any-other-pert2nent-�nforffiat�on-re½at2ve-thereto. 

lcl Upon completion of its investigation, the local 

office of the department shall classify reports as 

"confirmed," "indicated," or "unfounded," At this tune the 

department shall notify the parent or guardi�n of the child, 

the child if appropriate, and the alleged perpetrator if other 

than the child's parent or guardian, of the completion of its

investig�t1on of the report and whether the report is 

classified as "confirmed," "indicated," or "unfounded." All

29 
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ll identifying information 1n the central abuse registry and

2 tracking system or other computer systems or records that 1s 

3 related to unfounded reports shall be expunged l year after 

4 the case is classified as "unfounded." All ident1fy1ng 

5 information in the central abuse registry and tracking :system 

6 or other computer systems or records that i:s related to an 

7 indicated report shall be expunged from the central abuse 

8 registry and tracking :system 7 years from the date of the last 

9 indicated report concerning any person named in the report. 

10 All information, other than identifying information, related 

11 to indicated or unfounded reports at the time of expunction 

12 shall be disposed of 1n a manner deemed appropriate by the 

13 department and pursuant to ss, 119.041 and 257.36(7), 

14 Unfounded and-�nd�eated reports shall only be indexed by the 

15 name of the child to detect patterns of abuse or neglect. 

16 Persons nilm.ed 1n the unfounded or 1nd1cated reports shall not 

17 be identified as alleged perpetrators. All information in the 

18 central abuse registry and tracking system or other computer 

19 :systems or records shall be subJect to the confidentiality 

20 provisions in s. 415,51. 

21 (d)l. Hhere 1t is shown that the record is inaccurate 

22 or inconsistent with ss. 415.501-415.514, the department shall 

23 amend or expunge the record. The department shall notify the 

24 parent or guardian of the child, the child 1f appropriate, and 

25 the alleged perpetrator 1f other than the ch1ld's parent or 

z, guardian of what amendment 1s made to the record or of the 

27 expunction of the record. 

211 2. Subse�uent to the completion of the department's

29 investigation, any alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report 

30 may request the secretary to amend or expunge the case record 

31 and all identifying information in the central abuse registry 

30 
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1 and tracking system or other computer systems or records 

2 pertaining to that report on the grounds that the record 1s 

3 inaccurate or is being maintained in a manner inconsistent 

41 with ss. 415.501-415.514. 

5 3, Notice to the alleged perpetrator of a confirmed 

&I report shall state that1 

7 

e 

a. The report has been classified as confirmed)

b. The alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report may

9 be disqualified from working with children or the 

10 developmentally disabled or from. working in sensitive 

11 positions involving the care of children, the developmentally 

12 disabled, disabled •dults, or aged persons) 

13 c. The •lleged perpetrator may request amendment or

14
,

expunction of the confirmed report, if the alleged perpetrator

15 does not agree with the classification) 

16 d. The request by the alleged perpetrator for

17 amendment or expunction of the confirmed report must be 

le received by the department within 30 days after the alleged 

19 perpetrator receives notice of the classification of the 

20 report) 

21 e. The •lleged perpetrator can obtain more 1nformat1on

22
,

by calling the person whose name and telephone number are 

23 provided 1n the notice) and 

24 f. The failure to timely ask for amendment or

25
,

expunction means the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest 

2& the classification of the report. 

27 

28
,

Notice to the alleged perpetrator shall be sent by certified 

29 mail. 

30 4. Failure to respond within the time specified in

3llsubparagraph 3. means that the alleged perpetrator agrees not 

31 
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1 to contest the classification of the report. The alleged 

2 perpetrator may within 1 year of the classification of the 

3 report as confirmed request the department to set aside a 

4 confirmed report where it can be shown that the failure to ask 

5 for amendment or expunction was due to excusable neglect or 

6 fraud. The standard for excusable neglect or fraud shall be 

7 as provided in the Rules of Civil Procedure. 

8 5. If the alleged perpetrator asks for amendment or

, expunct1on, the secretary may amend or expunge the record, If 

10 the secretary refuses or does not act within 30 days after 

11 receiving such a request, the alleged perpetrator shall have 

12 the right to an administrative hearing to contest whether the 

13 record of the report should be amended or expunged. At the 

14 chapter 120 hearing the department shall prove by a 

15 preponderance of evidence that the perpetrator committed the 

1, abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

17 expunge and the alleged perpetrator fails to t1.mely ask for an 

18 administrative hearing, the failure to timely ask shall mean 

19 that the alleged perpetrator agrees not to contest the 

20 secretary's decision and the findings of the confirmed report 

21 of abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

22 expunge and the alleged perpetrator asks for an administrative 

23 hearing and the department's classification 1s upheld, the 

24 report shall remain as confirmed. Any person who is named in 

ZS an indicated report shall not have the right to challenge the 

26 department's classification system through the department or 

27 through an administrative hearing under chapter 120. 

28 6. The confidentiality of the abuse or neglect report

29 shall, to the extent possible, be maintained during the 

30 administrative hearing process. The administrative hearing 

31 shall be closed, the administrative files shall be closed and 

32 
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2 identifying information in the recommended or final order 

3 shall be deleted prior to publishing pursuant to chapter 120. 

4 Section 14. Paragraphs (bl and (fl of subsection fl) 

5lof section 415.505, Florida Statutes, are amended to read 1 

6 415.505 Child protective investigationsJ institutional 

7lchild abuse or neglect investigations.--

8 

9 

fl I 

lb) For each report it receives, the department shall 

101 perform an onsite child protective investigation to, 

11 1, Determine the compos1t1on of the family or 

12 household, including the name, address, date of birth age, 

13 social security number, sex, and race of each child named in 

14 the reportJ any siblings or other children in the same 

15 household or in the care of the same adultsJ the parents or 

16 other persons responsible for the child's welfareJ and any 

17 other adults in the same household, 

18 2. Determine whether there is ind1cat1on that any

19 child in the family or household is abused or neglected, 

20 including a determination of harm or threatened harm to each 

21 child) the nature and extent of present or prior inJur1es, 

22 abuse, or neglect, and any evidence thereofs and a 

23 determination as to the person or persons apparently 

24 responsible for the abuse or neglect, including the name, 

25 address1 date of b1rth 1 social security number, sex2 and race 

26 of each person to be classified as an alleged perpetrator in a 

27 confirmed report. An alleged perpetrator in a confirmed 

28 report of abuse or neglect shall cooperate in the provision of 

29 the re9u1red data for the identificat1on and tracking system, 

30 to the fullest extent possible. 

31 

33 
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l 3. Determine the immediate and long-term risk to each

2 child through utilization of standardized risk assessment

3 instruments �f-the-eh�ld-rema2ns-�n-the-e�2st�n�-home

4 env2ronfflent.

5 4. Determine the protective, treatment, and

6 ameliorative services necessary to safeguard and ensure the 

7 child's well-being and development and cause the delivery of 

8 those services through the early intervention of the 

9 departmental worker responsible for provision and management 

10 of identified services in order 7-�f-poss2bleT to preserve and 

11 stabilize family life, if possible. 

12 (f) No later than 30 days after receiving the initial

13 report, the local office of the department shall complete its 

14 investigation, determine whether the reported abuse was 

15 confirmed, indicated, or unfounded, and report its findings to 

16 the department's central abuse registry and tracking system. 

l7 Section 15, Subsection (1) of section 415.5055, 

18IFlorida Statutes, is amended to read: 

19 415.5055 Child protection teams} services} eligible 

20 cases.--The department shall develop, maintain, and coordinate 

21 the services of one or more multidisciplinary child protection 

22 teams in each of the service districts of the department. 

23 Such teams may be composed of representatives of appropriate 

24 health, mental health, social service, legal service, and law 

25 enforcement agencies. 

26 11 I The department shall utilize and convene the teams 

27 to supplement the protective investigation s�n�le-�ntake and 

28 protective supervision serv2ees activities of the children, 

29 youth, and families program of the department. Nothing in 

30 this section shall be construed to remove or reduce the duty 

31 and responsibility of any person to report pursuant to s. 

34 
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1 415 504 all suspected or actual cases of child abuse or 

2 neglect or sexual abuse of a child. The role of the teams 

3 shall be to support activities of the program and to provide 

4 services deemed by the teams to be necessary and appropriate 

5 to abused and neglected children upon referral. The 

6 specialized diagnostic assessment, evaluation, coordination, 

7 consultation, and other supportive services that a child 

8 protection team shall be capable of providing include, but are 

9 not limited to, the following, 

10 ta) Medical diagnosis and evaluation services, 

Il
l 

including provision or interpretation of X rays and laboratory 

12 tests, and related services, as needed, and documentation of 

13lfindings relative thereto. 

14 

16 

lb) Telephone consultation services in emergencies and 

in other situations. 

(c) Medical evaluation related to abuse or neglect, as

17ldefined by department policy or rule, 

18 (d) Such psychological and psychiatric diagnosis and

19 evaluation services for the child or his parent or parents, 

20 guardian or guardians, or other care givers, or any other 

21 individual involved in a child abuse or neglect case, as the 

22 team may determine to be needed. 

23 (el Short-term psychological treatment. It is the 

241 intent of the Legislature that short-term psychological 

25 treatment be limited to no more than 6 months' duration after 

261 treatment is initiated, except that the appropriate district 

27 administrator may authorize such treatment for individual 

,o 

children beyond this l1m1tat1on if the administrator deems it 

appropriate. 

!fl Expert medical, psychological, and related

31/professional testimony 1n court cases. 

35 
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l (gl Case st•ffings to develop, implement, and monitor

2 treatment plans for children whose cases have been referred to

3 the team. A child protection team may provide consultation

4 with respect to a child who has not been referred to the team,

5 but who is alleged or is shown to be abused, which

6 consultation shall be provided at the request of a

7 represent•t1ve of the children, youth, and families program or

8 at the request of any other professional involved with a child

9 or his parent or parents, guardian or guardians, or other care

10 givers. In every such child protection team case staffing,

11 consultation, or staff act1v1ty 1nvolv1ng a child, a children,

12 youth, and families program representative shall attend and

13 participate.

14 (hl Case service coord1nat1on and assistance,

15
1 

including the location of services available from other public

16 and private agencies in the community.

17 (1) Such training services for program and other

18 department employees as 1s deemed appropriate to enable them

19 to develop and ma1nta1n their professional skills and

20 ab1l1t1es 1n handling child abuse and neglect cases.

21 IJ) Educational and community awareness campaigns on

22 child abuse and neglect 1n an effort to enable c1t1zens more

23 successfully to prevent, identify, and treat child abuse and

24 neglect 1n the community.

25 Section 16. Subsection (21 of section 415 509, Florida

261 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

27 415.509 Responsibilities of public agencies with

2&
1

respect to prevention, identification, and treatment of child

29 abuse and child neglecti educational and tra1n1ng programs.--

30 121 The department shall, within available

311 appropriations, conduct a continuing publicity and education

36 
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1 program for district staff and officials required to report 

2 and any other appropriate persons to encourage the fullest 

3 degree of reporting of suspected child abuse or neglect The 

4 program shall include, but not be limited to, information 

5 concerning the responsibilities, obligations, and powers 

6 provided under ss. 415 502-415.514! the methods for diagnosis 

7 of child abuse or neglect; and the procedures of the child 

8 protective service program, the circuit court, and other duly 

9 authorized agencies. In developing training programs for 

10 district staff, the department shall place emphasis on 

11 preservice and inservice training for protective investigation 

12 s�n�le-�"take, protective supervision serv�ees, and foster 

13 care staff which would include skills in diagnosis and 
1.4 treatment of child abuse and neglect and procedures of the 

_5 child protective system and Judicial process, 

lb Sec hon 17. Subsections ( l J, t 4 l, ( 5 J, ( 6 J, and ( 7 J of 

171 section 415.51, Florida Statutes, are amended to reads 

18 415 51 Confidentiality of reports and records in cases 

19lof child abuse or neglect.--

20 Ill In order to protect the rights of the child and 

21 his parents or other persons responsible for the child's 

22 welfare, all records concerning reports of child abuse or 

23 neglect, including reports made to the central abuse registry 

24 and tracking system and-to-loeal-off�ees-ef-the-de�art�ent and 

25 all records generated as a result of such reports, shall be 

26 confidential and exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) 

27 and shall not be disclosed except as specifically authorized 

by ss. 415.502-415.514. Such exemption from s. 119.071 l) 

applies to information in the possession of those entities 

3Ulgranted access as set forth in this section. 

31 
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l 14) The department shall search its central abuse

21 registry and tracking system records pursuant to the 

3 requirements of ss. 110.1127, 393.0655, 394.457, 396.0425, 

4 397.0715, 402.305(1 l, 402.3055, 402.313, 409.175, 409 176, and 

5 959.06 for the existence of a confirmed report made on the 

6 personnel as defined in the foregoing provisions. The search 

7 shall also include indicated reports prior to July 1, 1987. 

8 Reports prior to 1978 shall not be included. If the search 

9 reveals an indicated report prior to July 1, 1987, the 

10 department shall review the report to determine whether the 

11 indicated report shall remain classified as indicated or shall 

12 be classified as confirmed according to the def1n1tions in s. 

13 415.503. If the report remains class1f1ed as 1nd1cated, the 

14 individual may not be disqualified. If the report 1s 

15 classified as confirmed, the department shall notify the 

16 individual according to the provisions of s. 415.504(4Hdl. 

17 The department shall report the existence of any confirmed 

18 report of abuse and advise the authorized licensing agency, 

19 applicant for license, or other authorized agency or person of 

20 the results of the search, the date of the report, whether 30 

21 days have elapsed for requests for expunction or amendment, 

22 failure of the alleged perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 

23 415.50414Hdl, results of any hearing conducted by the 

24 secretary and any subsequent administrative hearing, and in 

25 the case of judicial determination of abuse, the procedure for 

26 inspection of court records as set forth in s. 39.41113). The 

27 department shall not release any information on unfounded or 

28 1nd1cated reports. Prior to a search being conducted, the 

29 dep�rtment or 1ts designee shall notify such person that an 

30 1nqu1ry will be made. The department shall notify each person 

31 
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11 for whom a search is conducted of the results of the search

2 upon request. 

3 (5) The department shall, with the written consent of

4 a person applying to a licensed child-placing agency for the 

5 adoption of a child, search its central abuse registry ru:19 

6 tracking system for the existence of a confirmed report and 

7 advise the licensed child-placing agency of any such report 

8 found and the results of the investigation conducted pursuant 

9 thereto, including whether 30 days have elapsed for requests 

10 for expunction or amendment, failure of the alleged 

11 perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 415.504(4l(dl, and 

12 results of any hearing conducted by the secretary and any 

13 subsequent administrative hearing held on the report. 

14 16) Except as provided in subsection (4), the

15 department shall, with the written consent of a person 

16 applying to work with children as a volunteer or as a paid 

17 employee for a public or private nonprofit agency, or for an 

18 individual family, search its central abuse registry and 

19 tracking system for the existence of a confirmed report and 

20 shall advise such agency or family of any such report found 

21 and the results of the investigation conducted pursuant 

22 thereto, including whether 30 days have elapsed for requests 

23 for expunction or amendment, failure of the alleged 

24 perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 415.504(4J(dl, and 

25 results of any hearing conducted by the secretary and any 

26 subsequent administrative hearing held on the report. 

27 (7) The name of any person reporting child abuse or

28 neglect shall not he released to any person other than 

29 employees of the department responsible for child protective 

30 services, the central abuse registry and tracking system, or 

31 the appropriate state attorney without the written consent of 

39 
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l the person reporting. This does not prohibit the subpoenaing

2 of a person reporting child abuse or neglect when deemed

! necessary by the state attorney or the department to protect •

+ child who is the subJect of a report, provided the fact that

5 such person made the report is not disclosed. Any person whc

& reports a case of child abuse or neglect may, at the time he

7 makes the report, request that the department notify him tha1

! a child protective investigation occurred as a result of the

9 report. The department shall mail such a notice to the

J reporter within 10 days of the completion of the child

L protect1.ve investigat1.on.

1 Section Ill. Section 415.511, Florida Statutes, 15 

5 amended to read1 

; 415.511 Immunity from liability in cases of child 

5 abuse or neglect.--

, .L!..llAl Any person, official, or institution 

7 participating in good faith in any act authorized or required 

! by ss. 415.502-415.514 shall be immune from any civil or 

9 cr1.minal liab1.lity which might otherwise result by reason of 

) such action. 

L I b J Noth1n� contained in this sect1.on shall be deemed 

? to �ran� immunit�z civil or criminal 2 to an� eerson susE�cted 

� of having abused or neglected a child2 or committed an� 

+ illeial act UEOn or against a child.

; 12 lla l No resident or emelo�ee of a facilit� serving 

> 2bildren ma� be sub1ecteg to reerisil or discharge because of

7 bis actions in r�EQrtin� abuse or ne�lect EUrsuant to the

3 [eguirements of this section. 

l lb) An� eerson making a reEort under this section 

l 1hall have a civil cause of action for aeEroeriate

L comeensator� aDd EUnitive damages against an� Eerson who

40 
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causes detrimental changes in the employment status of such 

reporting party by reason of his making such report. Any 

detrJ.Jnental change made in the residency or employment status 

of such person, including z but not limited to, discharge, 

termination, gemotion1 transfer, or reduction in pay or 

benefits or work privileges, or negative evaluations within a 

prescribed period of time shall establish a rebuttable 

presumption that such action was retaliatory. 

Section 19. Subsection 12) of section 415.513, Florida 

Statutes, is amended, and subsection I 3 l is added to said 

section, to read1 

415.513 Penalties for failing to report or preventing 

another person from reporting, or disclosing confidential 

10 

11 

12 

B 

14 

15 

16 

17 

· information relating to, a case of child abuse or neglecti

> penalties for making a false report.--

' 121 Any person who knowingly and willfully makes 

' public or discloses any confidential information contained 1n 

; the central abuse registry and tracking system or 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

in the 

1 records of any child abuse or neglect case, except as provided 

I in SS • 415.502-415.514, is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 

' 

' 

second degree, punishable as provided in s, 775.082, s. 

775.083, or s. 775.084. 

( 3) Agy person who knowingly and willfully makes a

false report of child abuse or neglect, or any person who 

i advises another to make a false report, 1.s qu1.lty of a 

• m1.sdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s

' 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. Anyone making a report 

1 who 1.s acting 1.n good fa1.th 1s 1.mmune from any liability under 

'9 1 this subsection. 

I 30 Sect1.on 20. Para!J'raph la) of subsection (41 of section 

311959.06, Florida Statutes, 1.s amended to reads 

41 
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l 

2 (4) Standards for screening shall also ensure that the

31 peraon1 

4 la) Kas not been Judicially determined to have 

SI committed abuse or negle ct against a child as defined ins.

6 39,01�2➔-■nd-�J8iJ 

7 (bl Does n ot have a confirmed report of abuse, 

8 neglect, or exploitation as defined ins. 415.102151 which has 

, been uncontested or has been upheld pursuant to s. 

10 415.50414J(dJ1 

11 le) Does no t have a confir m ed report of abuse, 

12 neglect, or exploitation as d efined ins. 415,102(5) ors. 

13 415.50315) which has been uncontested or has been upheld 

14 pursuant to the procedures provided ins. 415.103 ors, 

15 41S.504J or 

16 (d) Has not commi tted an act which constitutes 

171 domestic violence as defined 1n s. 741.30. 

Section Zl. This act shall take effect October 1, 
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**** .... ********** .... *tHf******tHf*tHf********* 

HOUSE SUMMAR� 

HB 1515 

Defines "protective investigation" and "protective 
investigator" for purposes of Department of Health o1nd 
Rehabilitative Services protection of aged persons, 
diso1bled adults, and children from abuse, neglect, 
abandonment, and explo1tat1on. Conforms duties of 
department program offices and service districts to 
reflect current terminology, responsibilities, and 
procedures. 

Provides preference for placement of child with relatives 
over nonrelat1ves. 

Renames the central abuse registry the central abuse 
registry and tracking system and provides for information 
to be obtained and tracked. 

Provides standards and procedures for reports and for 
protective services investigations. Provides for 
confidentiality of certain information and provides for 
notification of district staff. 

Provides penalties for disclosing confidential 
information or making false reports. 

This publication was produced 
per single page 1n compliance 
the information of members of 

at an average cost of 1.12 cents 
with the Rules and for 
the Legislature and the public. 
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CS/HBs 614, 103, CS/HBs 220 & 85, CS/HB 549, 
CS/HB 1435, HBs 1515, 1518, 1545 & 1546 

Florida Hou■e of Representatives - 1998 

By the Comaitteea on Appropriation■ and Colrulerce and Youth 
and Health I Reha�il1tative Service■ and Representative■ Davia, 
Brown, Hall.ace, Crotty, Pre■■, Jteddick, Healey, BlOOll, llorthaa, 
Hill, To�in, Metcalf', Jenning■, Hawkin■, Drage, Friedaan, 
1Additional Spon■or■ on Last Printed Page) 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to prevention initiative■J 

creating the "F•ily Policy Act"J e■tabli■hing 

a legi■lativ• goalJ e■tabli■hing proviaion■s 

providing legislative intent with respect to 
foater eareJ directing the Departaent � Health 

and Rehabilitative Service■ to establish a 

pilot prograa to provide assistance and 
services to shelter and foater care h011e■ and 

to children placed in foster or shelter careJ 

providing procedureaJ providing for fundingJ 
providing for evaluationJ creating the Child 
Care Partnership ActJ providing legialative 
intentJ authoriZ1ftf' a grant progru for private 
eaployers that contribute to th• co■t of child 

care for their Mployeea• dependentaJ lilliting 

the grant that may be receivedJ re•uiring 

aaintenance of recordaJ providing that certain 
support ■ervice■ are part of the coat� care 
for purpose■ of the grantJ providing that 

salaries and wages u■ed to COllpute grant■ aay 

not be used in c011puting certain other tax 

creditaJ proViding for rule■J providing for a 

report tO the Office of the Governor and the 
Legislature) 'a11ending •• 402.3195, F.S.1 

extending the time period for the loan prograa 

under tb• Cliild Care Facility Truat FundJ 

-ending a: 4Jl .103, F .S. J providing a
definitionJ creating•· 411.1072, F.S.J 

re1uiring the -establi'ahll.eni �f cOIIIJllunity 

resource mother or father pilot progrus by the 

l 
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Depart..ent of Health and llloha�ilitative 

ServicesJ providing for location of pilot 

progrusJ providing for contractsJ providing 

criteriaJ authorizing the departllent to re�uire 

other criteriaJ re1uiring the department to 

create a canaunity reaource aother or father 

advisory COIIUftitteeJ r91:uiring the c01U1ittee to 

establiah certain progr• guidelines in 

conjunction with the departaentJ establishing a 

time liait for guideline developmentJ providing 

for per diOIII: and travel expensesJ providing for 

tens and aemberahip of coanaitteeJ re..:uiring 

preaervice and ongoing trainingJ providing for 

a■aigmn.ent ot ca■eload■J providing for 

■upervi■ionJ providing for evaluationJ

providing for a report• providing legislative

intent with respect to adoleacent pregnancyJ

authorizing establi■haent of Florida's Ounce of

Prevention Fund CorporationJ providing power■

and duties with respect to progr-• to address

probleaa associated with adolesce�t pregnancyJ 

providing for a board of director■.and ataffJ 

providing for a report to the Legislature in 

conjunction with the Depart.ant of Health and 
. 

. 

lehabilitative Service•J creating•· 154.0105, 

F.S.J providing for c,aae ■anageaent for 

pregnant and parenting t•enager■ J ,Providing for

contents and impl•e�tation of a plan tor 

■ervice■ J authorizing c�ntracta t�ro�gb county

pu�lic health unit•l providing dutie• of the

county pu�lic healt� uni� or cont�acting 

• 2
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CS/HBs ,14 & others 

entityJ providing duties of the Department of 

Health and Rehabilitative ServicesJ amending a. 

2:30.2316, f.5.J redefining "teenage parent 

programa"J providing additional program 

criteria! providing for funding and interagency 

cooperation and recommendations for child care 

aervicea for teenage parentsJ amending s, 

2:32:,01, F.S.J modifying an exception to 

coa.pulaory school attendance re1uirementaJ 

providing for attendance at alternative or 

adult edu�tion programsJ amending •· Z3z.o,, 

F.S.J ■odifying the child care exuption fr011 

coapulsory school attendance re�uirementsJ 

aaending s. '9-09.029, F.S.s providing for case 

manageaent for certain pregnant and parentin« 

teenagers under the Florida Employment 

Opportunity ActJ providing for program 

monitorint and reportsJ providing for a aedia 

cupaignJ amending •· Z0,19, F,S.J conforaing 

duties of program office• and service districts 

of the Department of Health and Rehabilitative 

Services relating to abuse, neglect, 

abandon11ent, and exploitation of aged persons, 

disabled adults, and children to reflect 

changes in protective investigations and 

current responsibilit1ea1 amending•· 39.01, 

F.S.J providing defin1tionsJ amending s. 

39,401, F.S.J confoniing terminology and 

procedures to definition• and current practiceJ 

providing that priority consideration be given 

to relative placements over nonrelative 

3 
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placement•• -endings. 39.402, F.S.s 

confontling tentinologyJ amending•· 39.403, 

F.S.J providing for protective investigation by 
the departllents amendinf •· 39.404, F.S.J 

conforaiflG' ter11.inologyJ a11ending •· 110.1127, 

F.S., to change a cross-references amending••

415.103, F.S.s renuing the central abuse

registry and re•uiring any report of abuse,

neglect, or exploitation to be handled by the
central abuse registry and trackin, •Y•tellJ

delineating function■ of the central abu■e

registry and tracking ayateaJ providing for

notification of district ataffJ providing for

indexing of certain infomationJ providing

confidentiality of reports in adlllinistrative

hearing proce■ss amending•• 415.104, F.S.s

providing standards and procedure■ for reports

and for protective services investigations;
aanending •• 415.107, F.S.1 confor,n.ing

terminology and procedureaJ amending ••

415.111, F.S.J providing penaltie■ for aaking

false reportas attending•· 415.503, F.S.s

providing definitions, amending s. 415.504,
F .S. J conforming terainologys r91uiring child

abuse and neglect reports to go to the central

abuse registry and tracking ■yateaJ delineating
functions of the central abuse registry and

tracking aysteaJ providing procedures and ti.111.e

frames for notification of district staffJ

providing for indexing of certain inforaationJ

providing confiden¼iality of reports in the

" 
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adllini■trative hearing proeessJ amending•· 

415,505, F.S.J providing ■tandards and 

procedures for reports and for protective 

services investigationaJ amending s■• 415.5055, 

415.so,, and 415.51, F.S.J conforming

tenninologys amending•· 415,507, F.S.,

relating to ■edical exa■inations of abused or

neglected children• amending s. 41S.511, F.S.J

providing ialw.unity from liability and

prohibiting reprisal against person reportingJ

aaending s. 415.513, F.S,J providing penalties

for •aking a false reportJ aaending a. 959.06,

F.S., to change a cross-references a.endings.

39.41, F.S., providing for court approval of

independent living arrangement■ for certain

foster childrenJ re�uiring the dispoaition

order to provide reason■ for nonrelative

placement■ and a deter11ination that certain

efforts were aade by the Department of Health

and Jtebabilitative Service■J providing

condition■J aaending s. 39.442, F,S.,

correcting cross referenc:e■J amending•·

39.452, F.S., clarifying ti.lie frames for

preparation and submission of permanent

placement plan■J delineating persona to receive

a copy of the pel'llanent placeJllent planJ

specifying pos■ible outcoae of plansJ re�uiring

a court review within 45 days of subllissionJ

specifying eleanenta of reviewJ requiring

appointment of guardian ad litea under certain

circwnatancesJ providing for amenmlent to the

5 
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plans providing for parental re1uest for court 
reviews illllending s. 39,4'6, F.S., clarifying 

when advisory hearinga are helds providing ti.Ile 
fraanes for adjudicatory hearingJ providing for 
noticeJ amending■, 39.-69, F.S., providing 

clarif'ication of tera u■edJ amending ss. 

230.'45, 240.235, and 240.35, F.S., providing 

for fee exea.ptiona under certain circumstancesJ 
amending s. 240.�, F.S., correcting a cross 
referenceJ uending •• 409.145, F.S., expanding 

the categories of persona who aay continue to 

receive services in the children"• foster care 

programs uending •• 409.165, F.S., providing 

for a continuu of independent livil\SJ aervicea 

and providing for Department of Health and 

Rehabilitative Services place■ent of a child in 

an independent living situation under cert.in 

condition■ J authorizing use of atate foster 

care fund• for e■tabliahltent of an independent 

living progra111. for certain minoraJ providing 

procedureaJ a11.ending s. 409.175, F.S., 

r91uiring training of foster parent■ and 

emergency shelter parents•• a condition of 

licensureJ creating the Task Force on the 

Future of the Florida Fuily to study current 

laws relating to aarriage and the family unitJ 

providing for ••bership, duties, and 

operations of the task forcei providing for 

appoini:Jlent of advisory person■ and group■J 

providing for utilization of staff and 

resources of the Governor•• Office and other 

' 
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executive agencies and for cooperation and 

consultation with legislative staffs providing 

for repealJ creating a position entitled the 

Statewide Coordinator for Substance Abuae 

Prevention and Treataenti providing for 

adlniniatrative placeaentJ providing 

reaponaibilitiesJ directing the Depart•ent of 

Health and Rehabilitative Services, the 

Department of Education, the Depart..ent of 

Corrections, the Departaent of Colnaunity 

Affairs, and the Departlftent of Law Enforcement 

to appoint a policy level staff person as the 

agency substance abuse coordinators providing 

for substance abuse prevention coordinators; 

providing for a study on .andated insuranee 

coverage for substance abuse treatment 

conducted. by the Departllent of Insurances 

directing each state university and COIUD.Unity 

college to develop training progruss providing 

effective dates. 

221Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida1 

23 

24 Section l. (l) Goal of l,egislaturei creation of

2S fPilY Policy Aet---The Primary aoal of the Leaislature i1 to 

2, Protect, ere1erve, and enhahce the stability and ,ualitY of 

t7 Florida•■ fuilies throuah the funding of eroarams and

services, and the enforceaent of laws and Policies to erevent 

t9 familY dvafunctfon and the loss of faa11y independence- In 

30 furtherance of thia aoal, there is created the "FamilY P9licv 

31 Aa..s..:

7 
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l j! I Ibis 1aciism 1b1ll ilkl �ffe;i �YI� I I 198111 2[
Y!2D li!:!i!�21!iDi I 11�1 Hhi�h�vgr 2':�YEI liil[s 

Section 2. l!l:2l!:iliODI 2f Eui;b: fQli�i &;:t.--10 g[�et 
i2 1:!ii&aeli•h tba g;al 2f ib1 Euitt 2.2;ug� &;:t I t1!1 
LtlillliYEI sb1ll l!lk t2 e1:2vid1 i2 ill fYilill 2f ibll 
1Hi1 ibl f2J.lowin21 

lJ I 6X!i:III to Sifl:1 1ff2tsll�i1 bS!!lliD�s 
U I A 11f1 IDd nutiYtiDll IDXiE2Dm.1Dt Hbi!i:b Kill 

!Dlllt!I I IIDII 2f !1[12DII ID� foil� di1oiil1
( 31 ASU!!Ylil DYiEiii2D1 1b1liet1 IDd El2ihiDll1 
(41 �ff�tb1 iE�i:l:l!!lni i2 iddtlll !b�1i;1l1 12Si!ill z 

■Dd emoti2n•I Dlmllz tl.ilt�IIII 2f lil:1!2:51:Ell:biEII l2Si!lii!i2111
(51 Ets1�:tioo fta 112!1111 DllllKi1 !Dd IX!l2ii1ti211-
,,1 �gu1l 2!!2EiYDii� IDd i!i:S:111 is! !Yllii� IDd 

1ff•2iix11sbl2�ii2D Hbi&:b Kill IUi ibl indivi�u1J. DUdl 2f 
11211 f1mili m11im[ 1gd Hbi!i:b Kill 12�ilia foil� 1tun2ib1 
iDi2 afflEiiXI l.sb&Elii2D1l Giism ibt2Yib I �S2!11!tlblDliV! 
e1rin1r1bi! of ib1 fimilx1 1&:b22:l1 10d ,am1niix ib1t 
EliDf2t,11 ansl !RbiD211 fuil� 1kill11 t1inf2r;11 I BEiDI 
ID!iE2DIIIDi1 1nd1 Hbltl t11ai�le1 Yiilill! ibl 1;b2!2l fl,ility 
II I smoi,r f21:: ¥2!!YDYDiix 1;il!iii-

( 7) �!Yll 0!!21:iYDiix IDd 12&111 io flEElliiOD IDd
oiblt &mmYDiii a1m1ra1 i2 dl!!l2! iDdb:i!ilYll l�!iliill ID� 
to 1nb1og1 fill� uni:b:a 

l II I Q!!O[iYDii� f2t fYll-iiml U!l.2:aieni f2E ib211
flmilY 1111!1'21£1 able i2 K2tlh Ii I !Hllil:I IYffisi:i1nt :to !lliD:tliD 
t1mii� ind11eod10,e, 

(91 91:!0[tuniii f9E 1£2:Demi; iDdl!IDd§DScl 1!:Qtb f2t 
151.Yli fDilX IUl!s!:ts Hb2 1£1 dill�ld IDd uo1bl1 :ts!: HOtls iDd 
fot elderlv faeilY member,, 
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! 12 ! ]bi§ 1ecii2n 1ball t1Y 1tfegt �Yl� 11 121§1 2[

Y!S!D lllcmnin� I l1w1 Hbl!iibexe[ OCCYEI lateE1 

Section 3. &1Jilt IDd t21HE CIEi UE!iel!:I t2 

deeendent children,--

!! I It ii tbl intent 2f tbg Lls:illliYEI t21

I I 1 E1cil&t1te ih! EIYDifisation 2f rl!!!!ilies 2[ tbe

P!£m1n1nt elac1•ent gf I cbi!sl pU[IYIDi to paria Ill AD� ll of 

cb1ete[ �2. El2[i§H! �iliYill1 

!�! !tmt:isll an enxir2om�ni ibat 1nb1nc11 the eb�1ial1 

l2':ill1 IOd em2tion11 sll!ll2E:m�Dt !2f cbild[ID in lbslt!I[ ID� 

t:01:li!IE !31:1, 

!!iii !E2Xisll thl n1c�IIIE� IIEViCGI IDd tr1a:tm1Dt 

EIIS!!IEBI t2 BIii tb1 D!l!:dl 2f !iibil:slEIO in 1b1lte[ IDd f21ier 

!all.,_ 

I�! !�i!ill: inggntix11 IOd P[!i!Si:ed.Y[II tbli f1ciliilta 

tb1 recryiD!ent 1nd retention 2f !Ylllt� 1belt1r 10� f21UE 

hs!!w..,. 

(1! 61121:t 111i1i1ncs to 1belt1E IDd f2st�r !iii[' hS!!!III 

IS!: iblt ibe� an lsl!!!!Yiill� PEm!iM f2E tbe Pt2Per !iil[I iDd 

Klll-lmioa 2f �bil�EeD Kiibout !i12ioa an uon•s1111E� l!ii2D2!!1i2 

burftn on these h9!Des, 

! '! Ihl DIPiE�IDt gf U1alib Ing �babilit1ti�1
:ilrVim:!:I sb1ll 11t1bli1b I ,-�II[ eil2t E[oqrn in Olli [YEii 

1mj one Ytlain ;2uni� to eroiiSB! ibl fun�ina ins:1niixe110d 

r1s21£a1 to full� erox� 1s1i1:t1nc1 and urvi2!21 io 1b1li1r 

ID� fo1i1E b911!11 IDd �bildt1n in ibeir ;its, Ibe eiJ.2:I: 

,roaram sb1ll1 

!1 ! l:li�e 1v1il1�is f2[ Olib sbild in lbili!E and

fO§il£ !a[I dilE[liiona:c: fiDIDEill tea9!1E�II 2f Ii l1aai $�QO 

IDDYill� :t2 mut bil or bl[ 1em:i1l n�e�s. iDElYsiinaa �Yi l!Oi 

l:i!!it� to1 the foll<>Wina, 
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I. L:1i11!:iU, t� iDIY[IDC• ��laae t2E g1m1ae1 IDd

iojyries ,1Y•�g �� ,bild�D iD ib§iE ;t[I !YEIYIDt iS!: ib� 

!E2!ili2DI Qf :tbg s:a:u Inst&iYiion1 ,i1im Fyod2 11 9:g�1 IAI I 

El2Ei!B �iliYi1s1

z. Beayl1rl� 1ch1gyl1d ESS!iil ,1�1 2E igm!oat�

t1li1f cite� j2ini-1eleci1g 10d ir1in1d bS!l!!1m1k•t1: 

3. &s1i1Yn,1 � d,i[e,i 1•tvix1 1id11 f2E iBDl!OEiina

�bildEID i2 ■Gdigal insl 2tb§t 1!!2inim�Dil a¥bldYiASI f2E ibl 

ScbilaEID in tb�i[ XIEI• 

fdl HIY l!iii1�:I& i2 tbg 1bsl:Y:r iDd f2si1E Cl[! 

YDiil iD ibl !il2t E[2Sl[Y! tbs f2iiowiwz 1slsliii2n1l 1tlff 

D!l2!i!lli:!H1 

I- F21t1[ QI[§: 1t1ff,iog: Ii 122 !IE21Dt gf DU9 11
!il§!teEmlDld b� tb• dE!IE:tinlnt•s Hot�l:2:i!� 5:Bloda£gl �iyd�.

z. Ini�n1ixe iEliD&na 20 �bila aE2!:!ib IDd g1vai21:m1Di1

112Y11 tD!!1:bl1ni oud11 ang EIEll§nen�� !l2nnina1 

3. DiblE IYE!O[i illilllln�e i2 Elloi EES!a:EY 1iaff 11

Dll!illd i2 !S:£9:llElia EmlDific1ii2D 2r 2tb1E El£miD!D;� 

ellDDiDa �i1i2na-

(31 n1 si!e1tmni 1b1ll SK:ielOE I E!UY�1t f2E 

EE2!2111 :t2 io;Jyde ![2SISIYESII 1nd ;[li1ri1 (2,E ibl 

SQ!!l!liiiill 1c;ee:Bn;1 2f EE2E!2!1ll fta !l[t,i;i!liin� 

di1:t1a,;i1 , ia;b dilitic:t !��iD� I !iloi !�QSlry !Yt1u1nt !2 

ihll 11ctiog 1b1ll 1uli!mii tg lb! slleat:!m1ni I !ro!gal2 II 

S!!KifiU io tba El!Y11t fot et21!21ilz wbi;b 1hall io;lyde2 

lllli no:t ml liait� iOz 925::Y!ll!Dil:ti2n 2f. ;222e[�iiv11at11m10:b: 

2E •YE!OEi fEQ!!I �11 e1�lic 2E !Eivate 1a1o;i11 iD� 

2ta1ni1a:tioo1 fot :tb� eiloi !E2'1Ela1 U�on a!!E2!1l 2f ibl 

EEO!Olill1 thg d1e1ttmen:t 1b1ll erov!ge e1ch !i:L2i eES!Q:Eim 

di1itict ibl IYffi;iant fYD�I wi:tbin �eeroer,iati201 •a!H 

l!lil11!:l1 io 11H�ii1b :thl Eilo:t erQg;ram. 

II 
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l' 

2 
3 
4 
5' 
• 

7 
11 

, 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
1S 
u 
17 
111 
19 
20 
21 
2Z 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
a, 

30: 
31, 

141 De depar:t!tent 11 authorized to e1t1bli1h other 
!Oli� l!:[m!iliODI wbi;b l[I DIS:IIDD! to A;b,Uve tb1
o�je;tix11 l!ecifi; to tb11ilot !t211E111

(5) Ibl dHIE:Hleot·• IDl!CKH!E knerai abll� ,onsil:Yct
or ;ontr1ct for I SrJD!ElblDli!I exBlu1ttsm 2f tbl: !ilot 
l!:l.2Sl:Elll 1 Iba 1v•lu•tion ESIOEt lblii lslsltlll tbl iat21�t on 
ibl elildz !21!:Y)BtlOD 1erx!llit1 tbl: 1ft1,t on tamii� 
EIYDifiKltiOD ID� other IID!IDIDS!:� 1:i1nnin21 tbl aff!aS:!i OD 
I!Sr:EYit11nt iDd &:st1ntion of 1b1itl[ ba11 IDd f21:t1r famil� 
b2111111 e21t1 tbe im11�t 2f tb1 ![OVili&:D 2f !IEXiS:!11 to 1t-
ri1k f11iii11 and cbil�taD on tb1 numl:mr 2f ;bildr1n ent1rin� 
1b1i:B:r ate 2r fo1ter ;1r11 the �sttli1x1m1nt 2f o�i1Sr:tiv1• 10d 
rm:;0111aansliltion1 for ibe euiDliOD OE mmlifiKltion of tb� 1il9t

1rgg:r111 to Pib1r di1tttot11 

Section 4. b2ti2n 5 21'. thil Gt llll� l!I cttU II the 

"Qild �re Ei!EiDll:lbie Ag.S:1 11 

Section 5. EiD�iDil IDd iDilDtl �l:ID:!ii lili:blt.i,2n I 
al11.--

l1Hal Ibl l&stilliiYEI fin�• tb1i 1b1e l!Ei�tg 
112�1[1 l![Uidl sm1i:!im �bil:sl QIEI 2[ lt2Xisb! 2tb1E sbilsl 
Si:IE• alm!fiil I tbl� limDlfii n il!l:2XI� EH!EYiiaeoi IDd biiblr 
t1i1nii2n Elill f2t 1m1lm:1:111 lJi?Ket ilall:Dibil!lz IDs! il!Ji:2X�sl 
11el�111or111. llJi! Lui1l1tga 1112 finsll ibli iblEI IEI 
uni Wl�I in Kbi;b !tiXlil lm!lO�l[I �ID !ES!Xisll �bil� atl 
llli1i1ns;:1 :!i2 ll!l�g111 inf0nlati2D IDd 1:He1:t1l1 
:!QY;h!a:ina I D!l2l!:SIE 22Di[il!!lii2n i2 S!bild Cl[! 1![29:[l!!!h 1nd 
2Dli:!i!I a�z �ix1i1 IJl!l!lovet1 ;10 21:111: gbiid am 11 11ti 

2f I !D!DY of 1111e1ove1 l:mnlf&i11 Ibe 1&1:i1l1tyre [ecOd'niHI 
ibil r:is�,�11 =om1�011ii2D 1[2:l[iml l!:[2!islirua: I xbild =•t•
eeii2D 11:1 BDlfi&:iil :to ihl !EiVli§ !!1111!:12:t:!I: tb[2!11b 

iDS:!EIIII� 1!:E2Sl!l;i11ii�1 t2 ib• !tiXlil U!l:!UU iD iD2HiDI 
IZ 
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CS/HBs 614 I others 

ibai bil 0£ h1[ cbild£!D i[� Bina cat1� f2r iD I !lfl !Dsl 

nuEiY[ini ID!i[2!11!!1Dit 10d i2 tb1 1t1te iD m2te d2lliEI Bina 

IDii�bll f2E !Yr;b!liDi E2!!11[ ID� �nxe1i•IDi1 

lb) Ii is ibl iDilDi 2f. th§: l&aisl1iY[I i2 !ES!ll2il 

!U�li!&l!:Ei!i:ls! !l[iDl[lbi!I i2 IDIY£1 tbai ibl ;bilslaD 2f. ibl

a:liH Im !£2Xi� llfl IDd SD£iihif.ga ebild �IEI at an� iia11

l!.Yi ll!ISiilll Kbill !l[eDil K2tt i2 rmo1iD 1elf-1yffi�iRDi1 

Ii ii ibl: ioieni 2f ihl Lliill:iiU[I ibli 2rix1t1 UElOtl[I Im

�D;m&[IBd i2 EIEii;i!lil in tb1 fYiYtl 2f ibil lilil ��

!ESll!'.isliDI Y!lm::n 5mild ;1111: lmn1tiis1 EYEiblEz ii ,. :tu

iDilDi 2f. ibl L&aimlliYEI � �nc2ur1g1 EiiVli� U!l2te[1 i2

-�!12[1 iDD!lliii!I Wltl i2 llliai m!!lm::11s i2 21!Hin !Yalii�

Gbi:lsi s.ii1ES1

lZ Ha) an� ![i!lil ll!!!l2XI[ ,2nt[i�Yiioa i2 ibl ,21i 

2f ;bild ,11:11 HbiGb ■llil 1Diui2c: [ggyiElmmniaz f2E iii 

l!l!lo:z:111' s&!:!ID!illDil ■l:Z: l!!l:Z: t0t a gi,1� �E! �EiDIElbie 

6;i lli,biwa: l[IDi1 iD ID HQYD:li !!Yll i2 52 !lt,1n:li 2f ibAi 

mll!l2:Z:l['I U!!Ddi:blm1 f2E slbild Ki[I o( El2tid1 ,m!l9:z:UI' 

B!!IDSB!Dil, DII 112YDi 2f sy,b iEIDi !bill D2i 12Sf3:ed ibg 

ll�iaYI lm2!1Di •• �1�Ji1b1� in su�112i,on (:!:i;) I Esn� ibl 

IY[!21a! of ibil EYb1mr:ii2D1 ,01! 2f 2b!ld S&IU! in,l1de11 li!yt 

lhi!l n2:t � laaihd to1 ih; 1gt::s:bild 22si sf 221[iti2D 2f 

2Dliil !ibiJd SI[! 2ooitiln&HSI i2 in: ib� etiili� 1m2l2XIE1 :lib1

221:li 2f. CiEI !YECbllld �t ibl !EiVAtl lm21�1E 2D l°&:bilf Qf 

iii 11elox1111 ib1 �i 2' 21m !t2v1ag �x ibs !ti!ID 

gm!l2XIE i2 lm!lOXUI in ibl fora of V2YKb![lz ID� tbs �01i1 

2f IY2!2Ei IIE�iEII 11 l!ISifild in !IEIIEl!b (bl• 

! bl fEiDil l!!l!l�[I [!ICli�iLna cbild g\rs !li2bina

IEIDil !U[IYIDi i2 !l[IIEl2b r11 1b1ll m1int1in 2Si!!!lelei1 

[1e2r�1 2f Ill ebiJd 21[1 e�!!DdiiY[iS mad! �t thg HE12t1Ez 

iD Hh12b ga11 ib! £1.im�Y[la�I! 221i of iba11 IIE!ic11 1b•ll 

13 
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11 
21 

:1 s, 

6! 
71 
81
9, 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
1' 
17 
18 

19120 
21 
22 
23 
2" 
25 
2, 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

not excetd 10 Percent above the allowable contribution per 
child. If' a Private fflpl9yer elects t0 tnaaae a third party 
to rnain:tlin those record11 the coat of such sueeort services 
•• records, hultb arvices, referrals, and monitorina are
consider:e4 ,art of the cott of care, 

lsU bllEY [l!luctiODI 1ball n2i 121 CODli!DW l!!PlOYI !'.
conttil!lti2DI f2' PY[Pll@;I of tbil 111?1:ectiOD· 

I !I I 6111mant• claiml:d 11 contrilmtion1 YDsla:£ thi1 
ubaeeti.Qn ab1ll B fm;: Si!l£1 P�ia!I � I (acili:b: Hbi&h 
H!i!!il El2Eisli lic•nminm OE 2:tibl[ ·••lia�le D!!Yil'Ml•Dil-

te ! beJov•r contrilmtion1 1b1ll not !nglyde :tbit 
Portion 9' IDY cbild Sits IIEYi£t: tbat ii rynded m:; 1nte or 
f!10£11 m2ner1I! 

l�I ADY ,orti2n 2f ulari•• or 0111 Yll:sl in CS!IIPYtin s:
lbe C2DtEil!YtiODI YDsll:E tbil lmd:ism lblll not - Y!ld in 
com•ytina: tbm CEl!lit PE2Yidlsl Y!IBE 11 zgg.111, Elotib 
&BE1t111 

I�! tl2 PEiYl:!il !!!l!i!�IE 1b1il Em:liU BOE! ibAD 
•igg,ggg in •nn�II m1i!imin1 IEIDtl f2E CS!:Diti12:Yti2ns 1ow1rd1
tba S21:li 2f sbild SIES!:1

I :i ! Ill§ l2l11rm1!ni 2' Haith 1� B!!ba�ili:!i1tiu 
&aim! !bill PtaYl111t any EY!.11 DIS:lllil[Y f21: ibg 
ill!lm1n:li1:lii2D anst 1dlioi1!1:1tiQg 9l. :tibia ucti2!l• smni
••1lis1ii2D1 1111111 a l!roeaam 9D I fitat coa11 flt1t-•�£V!d
lalil a IDsl :tb• dl!s1tiil11D:li 1blll 1d!!lioi1Hr tb1 11:ant E![2Q'.!�alll
in sygb I f11bi2D ii t2 11101 ill2H !YllifYina Ptiv1t1
aplovat1 U!ls tn2Hlflsllm iU •l!UB!liil!I of m1i�bin1 fMnd1
![im: i2 t.hl !al!l9Y!!t 11 1noY1I !tYS:lietilry Couti taent 1 Ib! 
P[iYlil DP:Ls!YIE 1balJ. �EiifY tg ib!I slle1EimlDi1 Hi:lihiD Jg 
!ilBx1 2f EIEl:iViDI IYSb D2iiaa tbl ms:i1t1ne11 of yognCUlllK[� 
11:tsbiDI fun�! Hiibin iii IDDYil lllls3ili• iE:ID:li tlDIHil fOE 
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CSIHBa ,14 & others 

ib21e [sg:i!ilDil wb2 biv1 !illm201i�1Dd i! E�2XSD lbilii� t2 

k2m!l� Hiib tb1 ti:9YiUmlDil Qf ibil 11cii2D IDd iii 

ISES!!!D!ID�iD� EYlll lblll ilkl ![ISISl1nce �It fitat-iille 

l!!liBDil fot I !SEiSi!:!i 2f. Ye i2} �IIEl1 Ibl dlE!i!li:H!!Di 

1b1il 1110 IYlllli:li i2 ibl 2ffi;e 2f ibl li,Qv1,n2r1 :lib1 !&:1taislso:li 

2f ibl Zi:IDIB I IDd :libl �HIS!![ 2f :libl H2YII 2f lll!Ellt1Dt1:1ii:it:!H 

I [g�2rt on ibl gybe[ 2f !£!!iii D!IO:t§[I in El2Ei�I 

EG;�iXiDI Qailsl �[e Pa[:liDIElbil! 6'::li ■iis:biDI l[ID:lil1 :libl 

1m2Yn:li 2f 1Ysb 1t1nt11 ib1 ox1t1ll 1ff1;:lii1�n111 2f. th� �[1nt 

!�[IID in l![stXidiDI l![iv1:1ia::1ml!l2>::at-11!2DIO[!til ;bild c1u1

BDd ibl !£S!j12i� Si:21:li IDd 1?101fit1 2f ot1o�iDI 10d U!ID�iD a

ibl 1£10:li ![2il:El!I f2E I 1!1£&2d 2f � l!S:lli:I ftS!!l :libl �1:lie S!f

eff!S:h!IDIII Ibil E!l!2Ei 1b1ll Iii!! �YI 6Etil 11 121!2-

1,1 Dlil 1m::1ii2D lbill :lial:s§; 1ff1si �Yl� I 1 12§§1 2, 

KE2D l!!SS!lliDI I llH1 Hbi;bl!lt 2S:�YEI ltt�r. 

Section,. Effeetive July 1, 1988, subsection ( 9) c

section 40Z.3195, Florida Statutes, is aaended to read1 

40Z.3195 Legislative intentJ definitionJ Child Care 

Facility Trust Funds loan program..--

1,1 The lending authority gran-ted to the departaent 

under thia aection aball expire June 30, 12n i9N. All 

unencuabered and repaid funds after this date shall revert and ,d

be transferred to the General Revenue Fund of the state, 

unallocated. Loan payments received in the fund after .lune 

30, J.2ll i9aa, shall revert and be transferred to the General 

Revenue Fund, unallocated, as they are received. 

Section 7. Effective July 1, ltea, subsections 111 

thrO\lgb (11) of section 411.103, Florida Statutes, are 

renuabered as subsections (Z) through ( lZ l, respectively, and 

a new subsection Ill is added to •aid section, to read1 

15 
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l 411.103 Definitions.--As used in ••• 411.101-411.108,

! the tera1

I (l) "Couunitv re,ource aoth1r or father" means an 

t individual unflr contract with a eroqram funded by the 

; Puartaent of Health and Rehabilitative Service, to Provide 

'aocial 1ue,ort, Parent trainina, 111i1tanca, and education to 

7 hiah-ri&k ,reanant women and handicaePed or biah-ri■k children 

sand their earent1, 

' Section a. Effective July 1, 1998, section ,11.1012, 

) Florida St•tutes, 1 

1 

1 

1 

1, 

1S 

1 

1 

1, 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

24! 

2 

2 

t 

2, 

2 

3, 

1• created to read, 

l 411,JQZZ Community resource mothtr or father

t ■roqru,--
I 11) Thi Pvartment of HMlth and llhabilitatiYI

t Serviees 1h1ll establish cqnmunitv re■ource aother or father 

> Pilot proqrps, Tht PUFPOII of the PE99'FMI shall ... to 

• demon1trat, the btnefit1 of utilizin« cNvnitx n■ource
I ■other, or fatb-lra to llterove uternal and child health 

1 outcome,, to enhance ,arantin« and child dtvelopunt, 
I includin« th1 tduc1tion1l tnrictunent of thtn childrtn throuab 

> the 1EP1otion of incraaaed 1w1rana11 bv their ■other, and

L :father■ et their own 1tren«th1 and Potential, 11 hoae 

� edMca:tor11 and to ,,,■ort f11ilr intecritv throuah tho 

'PEPYision of tKial SUPPortt ■1r1nt education and traininat 

• and 111iit1nee :t;o ,res:nant wgnen and hiah-riU or baodicafeed

; Pre1cbool children and thair 11rent1, 

i 121 Counties with hiah incidenc,11 of eedicallr 

r underserved hiah-risk children, low birthuiaht, and infant 

J 191:Hlin lbBll Im qiv1n Priority for ;tbe e1:tibli1bm1n:t 2f tbl 

• C21!11YnitY El!mltx! m2iber or fltbtr PiJ&:t PE951Flll1

I 131 lb! D!eitEl•nt 2f He1ltb and Blhl�ili:li:lti!e 

3 L krvia, lbill lilest!c !i2YntU1 for !il&:t IE251&::MI and 11111:l 

" 
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�2nt,1ci wiib C2!1Di� EYblic b11lib ynii11 otbet EY�li� 

ISl8[!Sj:,ie11 D2i-f2E-l!E2fii ISIIDCitlz 2[ 1n� C2!!1�iDliion ihR[S2' 

t2 Cl[[� QYi ibl 1![2'[[1!!!1 Yiili;insa: CS!llmYnii� tl12Y[CI m2ibl[ 

2t f1tb1E 1et�iCI!· 

(41 A CS!IIIYDi:h: Blmlt�I m2iblE 2E f1tb1E lbilJ � ID 

iDdlliSiblll Hb2 IQ:: UlisllDSia ID� r11m1tc11 ii 1�11 i2 idlDiif� 

Miib �I i1r111:t 1!21!YY!ii2D IDd !bill 1e1i il)g f2ll2HiDS1 

liBia!illl ,tiilEill 

(a 1 Qs Ii l!•li � 8!at1 2f ill!il• 

lbl I!:! I m2ib1E RE fiibgtt 

le) k ID AFDC [!IS!il!illl:t 2E l!l[IS!D wi:tb incag kml2H 

ibl f!:S,letal !!U:IEi� l1v1l 2£ b1v1 ID iDCQl!ll 19Yix1i1nt io 

COIDIYDiit cli1ni1, 

HP Ibl 12te1t:Sil!ID$ 2f H11lib !Dd Blh1�iliiiiii1 

IID i&•■ !DI� I iD l�diii2D i2 ibl CEiilEil iD IYl!IIS!:U,20 !!th 

m.!IYib 2:libl[ C[iil[il i2 Sa:2Ditact f2[ C21!!111�Qiil [112Y[C8 

12ibf[ 2[ fliblE ll[liCSl1 

., ) lbl 111:l!IEiilllnt 2f He1lib ID� B!b1�ilit•ii!I 

:ilE!iga1 lllil&I �£1:liA I QS!lllmYni:D'. [§19!11:S:I 12:!iblt 21: fliblt 

Wi12a CS!!lliiil• Kii�iD �5 slilx1 2f. thil !Si l!ICS!lliDSI liH to 

12Dli2E IDd i!ilxill ibg gel!IEDl!Di 2f. UR§ltb 109 �bi�ilit1til ll

:ilE!iSill in ibl slullstl!■ent 2f ibe C91!!11YDit� re12!1ECS mot;bet 

2, b:ib11: 11:211:1m 1 I.bl commyoii� EIIOY[EI utb1r OE (1tb1[ 

1�vi12£� eOllffl.i\i,:e lbill �Yidl \be D!EIEil.§ni gf l!ulib IDd 

llb1�ilit1tin bE!iSII in tbg av1i2em1nt 2f ![21[U 

IDlisll:liDlla ibR sll!ll21!m1Di 2f: [�!Ylli! foE l!E2toei11 th1 

11:l12ii2D S2f 1!E21!2llll1 t�e 11t1RlilbmADi of �XIIY1ii2D 

l!E2S:�YEl!lz tbl: EER!ili9D of t1gboi&:1l 111i1iaosm i2 

iDdi!&dYII 1![2J!et11 ID� ibl sk!!xels!:em1oi 2f. ibl 1![99:EY 

UllYation r:tPort• 
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florida House of Repreaentativea - 1998 
1117-S�A-5-II 

CS/HBs 614 & others

l 
2 
3' 
4 
5 
' 

7 

• 

, 

10 
11 
12 
13 
l"t 

151 
u: 

17, 
I 

111, 

1, 
20 
21 
22 
Z3 
2"t 
25 
2, 
27 
211 
29 
30 
31 

lZl llll gl!IEDl!Di 2' H11lib 1nd Bl:b1biliHtiD 
:iltxisa.1 1b1ll ax1122 thl SDliUliDII KiilliD � !BX! 2f :t.bil 
act becaina lax, 

uu HIIBEI Rf tbl CSi!:!DIDMDih: EllmlESA ■2illl:E 2E f1tb1t 
m1sorv 291!Bitt11 1b111 IIE!I Kitb2ut CS!!l!i21Dllii2D1 !nit 1b111 
Im t!i!ll!YEIU f2t 21E SU.!JD iilnsl ttlXII U21D111 in l!i!�E!H!DcS! 
11iib 1, Jl2-0tl. 

121 Im l!IIBEI of tbl E2!111!YDiix ESl2!1E91112:thst 21: 
btb1t i1Sb:il2EX eoa•itiee lblll IIEXI tlEDI 2f � XIIElz ID� 
lb1:II D2t ua:15115 11ealif:lt1 !iDd lh1J.I inc:IJld11 

11! Ib1 CbliEl!S!tl2D gf tb1 D1e1t:lal.Dt gf �IYDitx ID� 
E1111J.x HuJ.ih 1 '=211su 2f 2Yli!1ic H11lib z Ynix1,1itx 2f :imlib 
Elotisllz 2E I El!E.11IIDt1tiD 2f I !Yli!l!!i! 2[ !Eiv1tg iDil!:IElitx 
d!ll!ltim•Dt Qf !Y�lis h11lib Hll2 lb1ll Eblit ihl E21!!1it:t1e1 

!l?J A 1t1t1 bnlib 2ffiCIEI
!!ill 6 [82EIIIDHtiu ft.m thl 121:!IE:lillnt 2f H11ltb ID�

llb11i!ilit1tix1 :kt!i&:11 H1ndic1! tr:1x1nti2n Ynit1 tb1 
Cbilsbi:ID'! tll�iCil bE!i!illl b:2!lt• llffiaz :libl �xel21!UDill 
191&:viSi!II El:211:M Dffi&!h ihl '=i:lildES!D1 �:lib IDsl E•ilill 
Et2'ltil!!I m:tiSi!e 1 �D� ilia E!c2D21iSi! ilEXiS!a Proaam Qffi21 I 

ISP 6 uet11so:li1:liix1 fES!I! tbl Dl!ll2!■1Dill 
Di11�ili:liim1 ElillDDiDR G.9Jlncili 

•11 6 Ell!EIIIDt1:lii!I fta tb• IIEHY of Ullati2n fQI
EXSi!l!:lii201I l:li1sllnt11 Elm:isli DnlE:tillDi 2f Eslua:l;ion1 

l[I 6 [l!EIIS!Dt1tiu fta :libl IDY!Elsr:eo£X '2uocil f2t 
Infant, ,rua Toddl1r11 

I a:! & PmlDix eY�liQ bul:tb YDi:li diBStor1 
lb I A C2JIDiX !Y�lis bulib YDi:li DYEB 2£ 125:ill 

w0rlceri 

Ill 

CODIN:;: Hords sil�ieka, are deletionsi words L.rdecliotd are additiona. 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

' 

7 

II 

' 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1' 

17 

111 

1, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2, 

27 

211 

z, 

30 

31 

Florida House of Representatives - 1988 
1117-504A-5-II 

CS/H8s ,14 I others 

( i) A teeresentaii!§ of a not-fgr-erofii o[g�ni;�tioo

Hbl&:b ES!ie1eoi1 th� rights of high-risk EE§�n1nt women2 hi�h-

riak cbildtgnz or b1ndicae!ed cbilQren an� ibelt ear9nill 

I j) A teetgsentatixe fE2m I bQ:!!le-Ji!ised erQ!lram1 

lsll!iDili�Bg tbt2ugb I scb22l s�si�mz wbicb uaea 

!IB!t2fe1112n1l 1is!1 i2 tr1in moihe[g of disadvanta�sd

etescbooler1 i2 wo[k witb ibeiE cb1ldI!D in tb1 bsm!� !§!ting

D2i oni� i2 :im!rove tb� eQycational Ca!abilit!es 2f tb•

sbildEIDz byt 1ls2 i2 i!!l!tovg 1:22:ndin� ihE2Y�b eoailiv1

!l[antlchild iD�E1�ti2n ID� i2 im!t2ll 221b EA[!Dtin� akills

IDd 2iE!Di 1elf-worth1 anQ

lkl 

(10) 

A eatent [eE[esentative of tb� target eo!ulation. 

ln9ixid�1l1 YD91E �2nir1,i t2 et2:tidg CS!!!!!IIYDii� 

[!!OU[Ce m2tbit 2[ flibG[ !IEXi�e1 sb1ll eart1ciE1te in 

![§Sl[Visg ind 2Di2iDa i[liDiDi II d1i�r•ined QX ibe 

U§E!Eimeni of He1tth and Beb1�ilii1t11e �rvl�esz in 

�2DSYliiil2D with the C2!nmYDli� [tsoyrce moth�r 2E f!ibet 

1gv11orx 2ounx1!1 A 2S!!!!muniiX resou[ce m2th1r ot faih�[ 1hall 

n2:t k!,t 111i2ngg I sli1nt xaagload until aiA e[�Sl[Vi�I 

iEliDiD� [g!YiBmlDil a[g �S!l!!eleied. 

1111 nae COffll\Un1t� i1source �other or tither !bill I!! 

11s!ined a c11e121g 1st1bl1ghed bx the De!artiaent of Health 

ID� �b1�ilii1tive �rvices in �2n1ideraiion of geQ!traehic 

gi1t1ocez s�ieritx 2f. 2[2bl�§ 2D tbe casel!2;id and s�illl 

01�91� t2 �sl5:lre11 ib� etoblems. A elan sball � gex1lo21d f2r 

11ch cas� that lD�lygga 1t min,imum1 

la J A statement of tbe bigh-risk ereinant woman 11 

![o�}!ml or sbilQ's problems DD� n�gds. 

lb! Ibl g21l1 IDg obJegl&ves of the int1rvenii2n 

eroo:ram, 

19 

CODIN;: Nords sta-iek-, are deletionsJ words Lnder-lined are additions. 
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z 

I 

Florida Hov•e of Repre■entative■ - 1985 
JIS7-504A-5-II 

CS/KBs ,14 & other■ 

tc J Il!I H[!Mii:IS io � l![�id1d bx ibl 2S!!ll!!!:UDitx 

1312Y[!i1.R ■2:!ilHll: 2[ flibsu: • 

!di ,Qlll!!IUDiiX [�12!![!3:S io Im YI��.
• fe) �hlsl:!!11 2t xisiil lm:b:110 [91!i?!ltsr:I motbg[S 2[4, 
5! ; fathers and client, •

1 

1 

1 

1 

1, 
1. 

1 

1 
1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 
2, 

2 

2 

2 

2, 

2 

3, 

3 

• 1121 bl!B[!ili2D 2f ill! cgmaynih El■OY[Ce m2tb11: 0£
7 btb.11: lb.ill Ii!! ibl £111!2D!ibilitx 2' thl c2unt� Ei�lic M•ltb

S YDii1 2illtE l!Y�li; -�•n;x Qr D2D!E2'it UIDCX unat C2Dtl':ilst
'is? tbl 5111!■1::bl!IDtt !f.bicbsD:t ii ll!l!J::2![ilD1 IDst max 121
) s11i1atlSI i2 I CS21111YDitx IUD� YD!B[ c2atas:t.
l I 131 Wl11ti2:n of tb1 1!il2t 1!E21m;:t1 lb!ll bl tb1

t UIE2Dli�ilitx 2f tba Dl21[�1Dt 2f Hl1lib 1nd B1b1�ilit1ti!I

S h1:vic•1 Hi:tb ilJg 1stt:ic1 ID� 111i1Hlnc1 2f tbl C2m!!IUDiix

t tllOYECI ■2ihl[ 21: f1tb1r l�!il2tX CS!!Dllitill1 

; 1141 6 Bl!�t lbill Im l!EIIIDi!d to ibl is!!l[D2[1 tbl 
• ft.t1idl:nt of tb1 :i!n1t11 tb1 mi112titx ia�11: of tl!I &01:Y:1

r illl 1!11k1r 2f: ibl H2YII 2f lll!�llntati!II ID� thl miD.2Ei:b
S l11!B1: gf !bl H9.YH 2f bl!t111nil:U,v11 Ill:: ltltcb I' 1991,

'UIIYltiD� ::tl:!1 1ft1xiiVID!II S!f: tb1 ES!!!HD!IDii� [119.YEs:e moibl[
> 01: bibet ErRa:£1■1 Ib! E!E2Et lbill iDElYSB ;21i-

L d:f1S=iiBn•11 SU!il IDd t!=S!!!!•ID�1ii2D1 f2£ iis ssmiiou1iion or 

� �i122niin11tism1 
• Section 9. Eloti!H 11 Qu:oa 2t Prevention Euru-.1
• �tl!!i!Elii2D &r:i:--
j fl) aQBI TITLE.--Ibi! 11Cii2D mix Im citml 11 

t "El21:ia 11 Q!!os:e 2f f:i:euntism, EY!!sl �EO[!, t ion Axt 111 

' I 2 I I.Ei:cil.6IM J;l[[ENT 1 --Ib� l.lai1labrst finsla 1nsl 

• ml1t11 ibii ib! eet1on1l 1ml l!Y�lic S:21il 1:1syltina frgm

'YDiDi!Dslml ID� Yniim1lx -�olm1c1nt 1!11:1Dib22:SI ar1 tgg i[li!li i2

l iiD!i!EI, M!i!lllCIDi !reg:n1ns:� iii ;2nc1rn lms;ausg ii
int11:1:1et1 an� 2f:Hn for1■tall1th11�ol11�ni'• it1n1ition tg

20 

CODING: Nords •-t�ieken are deletionsJ words undarlio,d are additions. 



Florida House of Representatives - 1988 
1&7-504A-5-a 

CS/HBa ,14 & others 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

' 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1, 

l' 

1a 

l' 

20 

2 

2 

2' 

I

I 

I 

: 

2, 

2, 

2 

2 

2, 

2 

3, 

3 

I 

; 

' 

' 

' 

' 

' 

I 

1dyJ. tb2S!:!il1 gi&S!:DiiDY§� 1slY;1iiS!:D1 tsdu;1� mD2lS!:�IDi 

22!2[iUDiiiAII YD1t1�J.e m1triaae1 lif ihli SSXU[ ii iJ.l!z l21i

in;211u1• 1 1ng b1iabHn1d be1lib ID� �exai2emsoial [iltl i2 ibl 

ehil�[eD St{ 1g2l•1;1Di m2tbg[1 it.I I flH 2f tbg 121t S!:�Xi2YI 

IDd ima1diai1 !SE12Dll 221il1 b1t1in1� !2:tlEi�a fEYliEliiS?Da 

ID� bS?!lllllDIII IEI ill i22 ofi•D ibl l2D!l-iltB 2Yi!iSll•I• Ii 

ii ill• ioiani gt ibl l&!li1J.aiY[I ibli I D2DE[2fii ;o,e2,1i&2n1 

i2 121 kD21:lD Ii! "El.2[.i�' I !2Yoa 2f f[l!IDii!iHl �Y!ld 

!&E!S'!Elii2n111 Im 9:1:!llDila!il f2r tbg l!U[!S!:11 of 11:eigniiDIZ 

Wil� E[2�l!UII ibli ;10 [SIYli in ;bail� lmll! IDd Dl!llGit 

iDfiDi m21:t1lii�1 !Bll�ld d1x�J.oem1ot in ;bil�1:gnz anQ 

[l!e1iRSI ;�;l11 2f. illDl!ll !El!lDID£1:: iDd 211:IDibS!:2�, 

f 31 �BfgB6TIQH 6ltl'HOBl�IJ;Qtti l:Ul[l�:il POWEB:i1 --

la1 IblEI ii l!ilib2ti11d ibl Elo1:1!ili'I !2!iin2e 2f 

b:l:!1Dii2D EYDd !;.QE!S!:Elii2D1 Dll ;2t!ot1ii2D 1b1ll 121 

21!1[iilSI II a n2�-f2[-![2fii S2E!O[iliiOD1 

I bl Ib! ;2EE2Eliion lbill• 

I. !l:S2Xisl! f2r ;2m1YDiix-l!;ls�� 1r2:5l[lml f2E 21:1t1eos1

XS2!:ID!l 2ateni11 iDd tbait fimilill 12).: fo1t1rin� !21iii�I xalu1a 

ibli �ill El•Yli in fgilill EliliDi liE2D� ADd b11libi 

cbi:idEID1 

2. g1xel221 moniio[1 ID� txalYli! E[2j1;i1 liiEliiD�� i!i!:

l!ikl[�II 1![2�11ml 1•1�i1iml wiib E121aiad Eicl11 2f. illDl�I 

![eiDIDE� IDS !IEIDth�1 

3. ,2nshlci t1s1atsb t2 1W in i9toiif�iD!l a11e1 Ind

!2i1Dii1l 101Yi.i9DI io tun�al ![liDIDXt•

"· D111101 EEGXIDii2n !l:!2Sl[lml ibii !bill in�lu§m1 mli 

02t � lieiiml i21 d§V!l2!meni1l IS[l!DiDil sbild-!l[IDi 

!DEixbm1Di E[Qi[l!Sz e1tli ;bildb� edus1tion1 !ti:eni

�y2aii2nz i[2Y2 1n� individYil sm1nseliD!l1 fuili IYl!!2Ei1

1stixiti11 �11M1:n1d iS!: !toxisll ismtb w;iib 1lt1rn1t.iv•1 i2

21 

COOIJG: Hords stiai:cken: are deletions� words lf)derlirwd are additions. 



Florida House of Representatives - 1988 
187-504A-5-II

CS/HBa 614 I others 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

IBYII iDX2:li1meot1 �!i1Yc1ti2n1l iDd 1525r:ati2n1I skill buildiDQz 

j21! 1!lac!ll�Di1 b0111 ii1itini2 2ren1t1l gnd well Child c1ra1 

m1ntal he1ltb iDd deval2Em�nt11 diuQilitigs s�rvices1 

!kve}22men::YI !DY CIE11 and C2!!UDiDity educ1tion. 

5. Eroxide tt1iniDi and t1cbnial 1s1i1t1n�e to enab}1
6' CS!l!l!!IUDitY ori1Di;at�2n1 such aa S!bY[Cbes1 19:Si!ill 1etv;Lc1 

'1uocie1z b11lib clinic11 sh22l11 IDd 2th1r om1oi1ali2n1 to 
II, I CIED:'. oyt EEIXIDti2n l!E2Sl:EIIS1 
' ,. b:2:X:i:dez in s2njuncti2n Hith the gel!trimeni 2f 

a H11ltb ID� Blha�iliHiixl :i!rxica11 ID int1tim £1!2Ei t2 th1 

L L§:ii1l1iur1 � l.1!tS!b 

10 

l 

l 

l 

lz l982z 2D thl D'l!SYlil 2f tb1 ![QS1r1• t2 
!sli.tL,
' ' Z, Seeur, ti:aff DBCIIIIEY t2 Pr9PerlY adm.inister the 

• Si:2E!O[!!ti2D 1l" 

l, 
�tiff co1t1 11u!!ll Ji2I fllnsll� fr2m ar1nt fund11n� 

; 1Bt1 ansl !rix11i1 sl2D!lti2n11 Ib• Rard 2f dir:1ct2r1 i1 

t 1ytb2tiH!il i2 sls!t1min1 the DYl121£ 2f 1:Ytf D�IIIEY t2 

'lsfmiDilZt ibl !i:2EP2tati2Dt mli !:bl !l:taff 111111 i,n2lusk1 It I 
1 11inifl!u 1 ID agative �i�tor1 ID li!l!lli!!Dt �iEISt:i2Ez 1nd I 

' IDff a1•ii!ilD!: ! 

I a. Work in C99!aration with and coordinate with th21e .
, 1!£Qjs;s.:t11nd IS!i:ixitie1 !i!IIS5iltesl witb tl!t l21:222ut Previ!oti2D 

l 

l 

111 

l 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

: 6;t !i!Dsl :i:b!il Fl:2tisl1 Eml!l2Yl!!ltli !21:!J!ottYni:b:: Ac!:: 
: le J ne CO[ES!rationz Hbi2b lball a 21!:!Eltlsl IS I 

► ll2Dl!t2fit l!ti:i1t9 cor:12u:lii2n ou:1ni11sl P!ar1yao:tc t2 2bapt1r:

i ,1z1 El2rid1 �t1iute11 1b•ll baxe 111 E!2H�[s n1cg111rl 2r
1 5ii2D!�DM!Dt t2 21rry S!Yi 1ml gflEtYaH tbl pyr101e1 ID!il 

' El:2l!ili2DI of tbi! 11cti2n 1 in2lYdiDi1 but n2t liaitml :liOz ihl 

I esn:r:er tg E!!i:li!! •D� a2c!pt i!l!!Dt11 l!i!iDlz and •s!Dince• 2f 

► funsl1 (£Oil ID� EY�li&: 2£ l!Ei!lt! ii!Dg�z f2r1 2£ in aid 2fz
I :liht l!YitJ!OSe1 of this secti2n1 ID� t2 re21ive and l!c.2�1!t

. 5contritaltions1 fr21Jl 1nl 1our2a1 gf mongv1 EE2e1rtv1 lilh2£1 sn:

22 

CODitc: Nords st .. iek-, are del■tionsi words u:,derlinad are additions. 



Florida House of Representatives - 1988 
1117-504A-5-II 

CS/HBs 614 & others 

 
z 

3 

4 

5 

' 

7 

II 

' 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

_,; 

1, 

17 

111 

1, 

20 

21 

22 

Z3 

z.r, 

ZS 

2, 

�7 

z, 

30 

3 

'

' 

IDX 2ibl[ ibiDi 2f !llYlz i2 l!s: bs�dz ysedz ID� aEel�§SI f2[ 

!!lisl l!YEES!:IIS. 
Id! Ibl: L!11isliiYtl mix Ql:siin1ie1 tbr2u11h :lib� 

all2!a!ii2n Et2Si:ll!1 fYD�iDli i2 1ueeo[t ibl 1ctiviii1s Qf ibl 

COr92[1:iiiS!:D1 

( !i ! n!!61!1! !IE !Ul!!agQI§, --

,. ! El2[isli'1 Qyns1 Qf Pr1v1ntion Fynd C21:J!2r1ti20 

1b1ll 21!1[1:lie sy�j1ci t2 ib� IYE![ViliQD In� l!![oval 2f a 

Dio1::mnli!![ 1?2:i[sl S!:f �i[l�iO[S. 

112) Ibl 122:iE� 2f �iEICi2[1 lbill � i!ES!:iDild !Dsl mix

li!I; [l!l!lll� �� tb� i2!�[D0[1 I1tm1 2f 122ointm1oi 1ball m2 fO[ 

:5 :Z:li![I · lb! �[d 1ball aJ!!OiDi ib! 12:S:l�Y:lii!e �iEl�iOEz �ho 

1b1II 121 [111!2Dlil211 f2[ S!:ibar aiill ii IYibO[i11d 12:z: tb1 

l!2lllL. 

(Si:) lg:a[sl malm[I mlX Im teim�yrae� f[gm fund1 2f ihl 

;Q[J!O[ltiOD f!ll: ilSi:iUll iDd D!"SIIEX l�E!D!IS iDSU[re� �X ihlm 

II 11111'211:ih II !E2!i�si !D I• 11,.0611 Flotidl �iliYill1 eli 

lbill D2i 2iblEKi1g Iii!:! Si:Si!!!lEIDlltsd foE tbeit 1etvices. 

Isl l lll�I:§: 1b1ll t!I: 02 lia�iliit 2n iba ��ri 2!1 an� no 

&IYU Qf 1&ii2D 2f ID� Daiuie sh1ll a[is� !�1in1t1 !DX ■Im�[ 

2f ibl 1!21I�1 2E iii n!lS!:l:'.UI 2I BieDilz fgr !DX 1cii9D iakgg

12:z: ibD iD J!IEfonian�e of ibllI !2l!IEI 10d d1ii1s ynde[ tbis 

11,::tian. 

! li l Dail 1�ii2n 1h11i t§�§ eff1�t ueon i21�m1n11 1

.wi... 

Section 10. Section 154.0105, Florida Statutes, is

created to read1 

1.5!1:-QU!.5 "le maoaall!IDi f2E 2EliD!Di 1nd !arentina 

Bl:Dllil[S1--�1:1an1ni 10d ea[entini teenaa,rs DS!:i 11£ie9 yode£ 

•• 409.029 a, iml!lemenied by ihe D1eartmeni of Heaiih and

23 

CODING: Hards s-t: .. ieke,, are daletionsi words underlined are additions. 



Florida Hou■e of Representatives - 1988 
1117-S04A-S-II 

CSIHB■ 614 & others 

11 2, 

3 

4! 

sl 

'i
7'
Ill 

Rehabilitative Servicg1 ■hall be urved in aecordanca with 
,rovi•ioo1 ■et forth in thia ■oction, 

111 IHTENT,--Th,e Leaia1ature recwoizes that there is 
a 1eriou1 tnnau ,reanancr Pt9blu in Florida, The 
J.eqi1l1ture further re9oanize■ that :t,enau ,rea:nancr and 
aothtrhood are th1 eriMrr cau1e1 of df9!Pina pui: of schoo1 
MODa 1dol11cent «irll, Jt ia the intent of th, Legislatur, 
to ,u,,loment dropout prevention 1ervice1 throuah the 

'establt1b1tnt of' 1 case manae:Meni ■r■tM to Si99rdinaie 
Ristina avai.labla urvices on an individual level, 

121 CASE KAN&Gfl'ENI,--An individual 2111 manager in 1 
caaa manaFMent srste ha■ the PriJnarr r11eon1ibilii:y for th, 
elannina and doliv1rr of Hrvice■, either throuah direct 
■ervica Provision or referral, It is the tllPODlibilitY of
the cau ■anaaar to davise an lntvrated BEYice Plan and to
coordinate tbt efforts of' service Provider, to en1ur1 that

10, 

11 

12 
13 

14 

15 

16 

l 

111 

1, 

20 

2 

r client needs ar, mei: without duPlication, 
131 ELJGIBILJTX,--Dt■ eroarp it auilabl.e for all 

1,r1an1nt and ,1rentin1 ie1n1u,11 m!!t PEi2t&ti 1b111 Ii!!!
diucid :t2 ll[XiDll SililldY.IDbnud :.:aib, llfl[S::111 :t2 ibl
Ll•roara■ shall M rNu11ted and taken fE91 cla11r00ffl :teachers1

221 PF9SE[l!I 9f. tb! d11:1rilent, qoygty PU�li& btaltb YDiil1
jb21Pital1, IDd 2ib1r IE!P£9PEfail IIE:!iCI IE2!isllr1, 

I '" 

,,, 

PIIOIIIWI fLANNilt!i 6111 nltlBIElf[,llIQ!I, --
'2YDtv PYl?lig bullb YDitl 1b1ll �ODtEl�t for 2t 

t PE2Yisll sa111ana1e11nt 1ervia1 for ,run1ni and ,ar1ntina 

23 

Zit 

2sl 

2 

2 

211I 

2 

30 

3 

r t1en111r1 112:t arv1d YD!illr 1, �g2,gg2 11 i!!IPllUDtld �y tbl 
� lml!IE:lim!Dt 2f Heal.ill and Blb1l2.l:J.it1tix1 :i.lrvi!=:111 tbr2!1«b ibl 
'c211ot� PYl2li2 bnlib YDits P[OQ:[U!I 1utb2t&Dd in 11 lli!!,011,

) lbl :ilaial lblll 121 ll!B IY.iilal?ll IDSI e11,U,Y 
l 19!allil211 :to !EUDIDt and l!IEIDU,gq tun111r1 in 11i 221nti11
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iD ibe 1ii:B if IYlfi&:i!Di IYD�I 1te a!!E21Eiaitd io ![O!!de 

f2[ lililHilill im1la1ni1ii201 lf fYD�I IEI limii�d1 ibl 5all 

■IDIIS!DIDi 1i1iu ID.SI B[!i&sl 1b1ll Im im!laeni� 2D I 2il2!

1211i1 in 2ns o[ mo[g gguoii111 Hiib Eti2tiix �iDi miv1n i2

C2!1Dii11 Wiib I lillll2DliEliml Dlml fo[ •�ch 111i1ilDE01 The

Ds!Eatim•oi 2f l:isilib IDS bbl�ilititi�I ktvia1 lbAII 1elmr:i

ibl 22YDiX 2£ C2YDiie1 i2 liP!: fYDsl!:!il Hamil YE2D ibl C2YDi�

!Y�lj& b11lib YDii'I mi!E!l!!llld iDilEl!i iD EIEiiC&E�ii2DI 
deaon1io� Dusi f2E lllililDSilz insl ibl l!lill�iliix 2f

[012Y[COI• 

ihl 

(cl Ibl a1e BIDlll[z in E2njyocii2n Hitb ihe !lll:ID!Dt 

2E EIEIDiina: illDli![ IDd1 i.f: e211ible1 ibe fyilx of ibe 

ltlaDIDi 2[ !ltlDiiDa iUDIIIEa 1b1ll in a tiz!el� m1ooet 

sil!ll2! I !IID f2E UE!lce1, 

ldl Ibl 1i10 f2E ll[!iCII 1b1ll i!ill:oiifx ibe Dlldl 2f 

ibl i!:IDIUEz ibl cbilda �Dd ibl ElteDilz 1u1tdi1Dt 2[ 11111 

CYl�iao 2f ibe mo1a1[ IDd lb1ii goniliD I 1t1m1ni 2f ibl 

2r2bl11Dl1 ibl ■el§Y[l�I! 2�j1cil!!I ibii islsl[!IS ibe 

idl:Diifild Dl!dl and eto�iu11 ill time fr1•11 f2t icllil:!iDi 

ibl 2J!je2tix111 1nd ibl 11tvi1&11 �D� it!urtm�nt t2 m! EE2!i�l�z 

iD21YdiDi ibl :b:111 fE15yen�1 IDd lS!Eition gf Sl[!iC§I IDd 

i[ll:lil!IDi IDd ibl if&OYDil�ll 1e[vjc1 E[2Vigl[I 2E liiffs 

11) Y!2D EASi:li!t of ibe !llDz ihl iuDlil[ �Dd flmil�

lblll 1Si:kD2!:flesla:1 ibliE eo1iii2D Ill: 1�c12tini 2£ r1j1ciiDI ibg 

HEVia1 IDd ![O!ili2D1 iD W[iiiDia If ibl !l1n ii 1�cni1d1 

ii sb•ll l!i!I im!llllDiml 11 129:D 1s ii !£1cii&:1�lg, 

lfl Ibl Cilll BIDIII[ lbBll ml E�l!2Dli�ll f2E 

iLl!lemlDiiDSl tbs !IID• Dll aag m1n1a1r sbill EIEi2Sli;1llX 

l:!l!ilH ibl !E2SlEIII imlltdl 1cbie1ing ib! 9bjegtiv1s 2[ ibl: 

!IID in 21:skat i2 Ykl 1�jy1;taeni1 i2 ibe elanz 2E ittmiDli!

ts 
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2f tbs mljesiiies 2t i:u 1!lln1 

( g: J Ihl ��H m101�1E lblll ggstEdin�te Hitb 1:Blff 

[lll!2n1i�ll foE iml!ll!IDiina 11 !Q210g9 ig en1uE1 tUi 111 

!BG:DIDt BD� 2a"niing $UD!IIEI i[I 12!:in� l!EVI� ID� tb�E�

02 shl!li;1ii2n 2f. ■etvi"s1 

soti;ttz 

I b J Ibs !ic9!1Dil eYbli; bs:1ltb YDii OE ;2ntta;tina 

if c2niractes;l1 §ball 11i1blisb local iot1£i!aeng: 

i1 

• 

10 
;S!!!n�il• ot 1uand an 12S:iaiina: ;2yn;il• Lggal 2m1n;il1 shalt 

ins:IY� 1111etvic1 !r2Xisl:lt1 12 !tUDBDi :tunaaeia 10d 

l Hlllilll !at1nt11 11 Hell 11 i11nai1 21t1ni EH[l!!DHiiv�11 1: 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 

18, 

l' 

20 

2 

2 

23 

Ih1 iocai tggn1u !IE�D$ !&2!:IDCil 1b1II IYidl lb• gon!D!�t2E in 

IDIYEiDI IY2!2Ei iDd �Ill mlDlll!!IIDi f2E ielnlll e1tent1 1n� 

!Ee1n1nt t11n11gEl1 

I!.! Ihl 2ouni� EYblis he1l"1 YDii 2E �2oiEa2tiD1 

!Dii!xz if c2ni[i�iasl1 lbill IYtl!:ll ihl ;S!ID!!IYDii� in 112b

7 21:'.S!IJ:im J.gsj:Aii.9n t2 U:Bi:miu tb!I Jsimla IDsl DYlllimt 2f 1!21:XiS:II 

'!!!ill�le iD ibli iocai,n f2[ !EIIDIDi t11nKe1:1 iDd t1101sm 

' 112thg[Az 

� !H Ib1 5:oygi;� !YbliS: b�llib YDii 2t ssm:ttactina

l IDtiil l ,if 5r:gnt1:15::ted z lbill 1:1vieK KIDIYI iBS:i 1ml gi,b;E

2 a�il!blg 129:Dl deM2S[[l2bi2 infoi::m1ij,on to SWtemioe 1£g11 

HitbiD ucb cm1ntx K!:tb biab iDS:id1na1 9f innua !tanan�1 

24 I Ii! COHTRACTS1--'9:otE1it1 for ell! man11111nt 1ball 

S:.S!!l!I� Hiih th� ![OVi1i2n• gf: Qbl!ie[ zaz. n1 Sc2oiti\lS::tin1 

& eoti:I:� 1h1ll UD� !Yitil[� te!2Eil i2 tbg S:2nir1gi a101Ul 

2sl 
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2 

2, 
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3 

3 

7 ;2ni�inin1 iDf2maii2n EUlitSliDI the Dllm�E Qf cli1ot1 lit:t:ISI 

SID� ib! tl!IS 2f Htfic11 ![2Vi�1 

9 I 6 ! Dtrl'IE:i OF D(PAR'IMEN'I\--ll)e Dt!!tbn.eni 2{ H1alib 

0 and Rgh1biliE!tix1 �nis:e1 1b1ll1 

l 

26 

CODING: Hords s4:t"'i:ek.M'I are delationsi words u:,derlined are additions. 



 
t 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

II 

, 

10 

11 

12 

13 

•5

1'

17

111

1'

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
'7 

2, 

30 

31 

Florida House of Representatives - 1988 
187-504A-5-II

CS/HBs 614 I others 

la) Measure and report client outcome and program 
effectivenes, for teenage case management service contracts 

!bl Pr:9Yide oeerational definitions of and criteria

for client outcome and program effectiveness for the case 

manaaement eroaraa-
(cl Establish aoals and 9bject1ve1 for the case 

aanaaement proqrp. 

!di Develop the inforaation and seecif1c data eiemen ll

rnuired for the manaaement of client-outcome measures,

lel peyelop a proqram-sPecific, standardized 

ton,inoloqy and Procedures manual io be f011°wed bv staff of 

the case 1ru1naUMnt ,1oaram.- The procedures shal1 include 

■tandard fonats for th� collection of data with clearly

defined documeotati0n regu1rements.

If! Develop procedures to analYze client-outqome dat 

in relation to eroaram. process. ' 

( 7 l BEs;QlmmPIJ.liJ--l'.he count� E�blic health unit OE 

contugtinq �niitYz if csmttaciR.St z shill keep [!Cord! 

�lr!Jing ibl ISEVic�s 211i!:lid§S1 i2 5:l&�nts. u: c2n:t:1:a5:t�st z 

tb.c:12 £15:2:t�s !bill� geeo tg tbs c2ntr1�t manBa�rs 
Section II. Paragraph Cc) of subsection (31 and 

paragraph (bJ of subsection (4) of sect�on 230.2316, Florida 

Statutes, are amended to read1 

230.Z31' Dropout prevention.--

( 3) DEFINITIONS.--Aa used in this section, the te1"1111

!cl "Teenage parent programs" means educational

prograias which are designed to provide a specialized 

curr icul\UII, s!g5:uli1e� IID!iceaz O[ RS!:ib, and-o�her-aerv�ce 

to meet the ll.D.ll.!U! needs of individual students who are 

pregnant or students who are parents. 

27 
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1 l 4 l STUDEKI' ELIGIBILITY All) PROGRAM CRITERIA, --All 

2 programs funded purauant to the provisions of this section 

3 ■hall be positive and shall reflect strong parental and 

4 community involvement. In addition, specific prograaa shall 

5 meet the following criteria1 

·1
71 

I b) Teenage parent progrua.--

1. 'lbe prograa shall provide pregnant atudenta or 

a atudenta who are parent■ with the option of' participating in 
9 regular clas&room activttiea or enrolling in a special progru 

10 designed to meet their needs pQrsuant to a. 232.01. Students 

11 participating in teenage parent prograas shall be exempt from 
12 minUl\11111 attendance r941uir•enta for absence■ related to 

13 pregnancy, child care, or illnas, of their childr1n, but ■hall 
14 l»e re41uired to ■ake up work aiaaed due to absenee. 
15 t, Tht program shall 1tre11 the 11lf wor:tb and 11lf-

1, re1,ect of each 1tudent1 the value, of abstinence frgn ,sxu11 
17 activitvt the health and worth of Heh ■tudent and his or her 
1a child\ and th• PPPortunitv for tdvcati0n, HP19Ylent, and a

1, tulfillina life,

20i l.,.2T The curriculwn. shall include instruction 9£ 

21,
counulina in such topic■•• prenatal and postnatal health

22 care, parenting ■kills, and child growth and developaent. 

23 !.&.�T Ancillary servicn such as child care, health 

2

�

care, social services, and transportation aay-Jte-previcle4 
25 threQh-the-eoeNl!i"ation-ef-exiatiftf-pro,r•s-antl-■ervieesT 

26 shall bt IE9Yidad within availablf FIIOUFCII to er,anant 

z Denaaers or tnnaae earent,, ba11d on need, tp continue 
za school or to ensure a healthv preqnancv, throuah coordination

2, with the Peeartaent of Health and B@habilitative Service, and

30 other ,,nice erovider,, If funds are limited, Prioritv ■hall, 
31 be directed to 1ervina ereanant teenaaers and teenage ,arents 

211 
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Hb2 EISi:li!I 2E !Yilitx for EYbli!i: 111i1t1nc11 ot wb2 b1x1 12:110 

aHmioesl 12:.:: :libR 1221:l �u,1:U2n1l •sr:ensa: :l:2 ls 1:li tills f2E 

dl:m!:!iDSI: 2Yi 2f 1Sb29:l if tb1 o�e111t:.:: IYE!2[il ID� 1§:[!iQII 

11:1 D2i ![2!isll:d1 iblES!:�X m1kiosr: ibu 10:t:�Diilllx eiisr:i�ll �2[ 

EY�li!ii: 111i1tan!i:I• 

5. Ie1n1fm EIE,ni ![2'[[1!111 !IX [!S:�i!I lili� fYD�iDSI:

t2 2ffl[ ISIYE1iion1l ![S!!l[ll!I i2 inf1nt1 iDd !ES!:l!ii:b921 

Ebil�EID 2f i!IDII� 21Elnt1wb21r1 1iu!it§:ni11 EE�isll� tbl 

l� 2f l!lill�le !ii:bilsl !ii:IEI !E2bi�iil tMr:nlU !ltlDil f[al

!ii:2DiiDYina: ibli[ l!ilYSliion, :i:Y!&b ![25ZEDI mix l!! !YE!2[id

IDSI m1int1in1d frgm !tlkiDsls![ll[ign E![lX lnil[!lnti2n EES!l[U

fYDdl EYEIYIDi ig 11 ,,a1QiJ1 21: �iliEi!ii::li fYDd!1 iYiiioo

!ii:blEUl1 IDd 1ygb fYD!ill 11 •1:t:: ml: l!l�li�II fr21!! fS511Ell 2E

S!ibta[ IQ!l[!i:11 II !t2Vi!il!d � IIJ:11 gllitict 1sb22I WEsll

1b1II !i:22E�in1:li1 Hiib ibl 12!:EIESmeni 2f Hl:ilib 1nd

Blb1�ilii1i!v1 bt1ic11 in ib• sk!:v,lo!•snt 2f xbilS 5'at1 

!ES!IEl!li!: I 

6. Ibl ge11tiuot1 2f. E9Y5'1ii2D IDS Hsalih 1ng 

Blbibiliilii!I �t!i!ii:11 1b1II j2ioil� Qlv1l2! I !t2!adYa f2E 

lblEinsr: tbs sffiEitni Yl8 2f 1i1:ts [8S2!1lEII iD ibl !E2Xiai2D 

2f !Utinsllu•ti!D IDd ,bild am U[!i;e1 f2E i1en1a1 

l!IEIDil1 ID 1ddiii2n1 1b1ES1:d ![2S=lslY[II (2[ tbs E[2Vili2D 2f 

bl!l:th ;1m1 !l[IDi 1s1Ys1:tioo1 iEIDIEO[iati2D1 IDd 12S:iil 

IIE!i&:11 1b1II '21: X!2Dli!illtml• k!BIIDiliiXI! ftS!!I! ibe 

llll!llimlDil 2f Esh!;1ii20 IDd H!ilib IDg R1b•bilii1ii!I 

:il£!iSill1 ibl diliEi!i:i 1;b22:l 122.it!i111 :lib� li•ts Mxi12n:: 

�YDSr:il 2D �EIX kbil!ilb2251 �dYSilii2D1 ihe IHis &l!il2EX 

1, 

17 

111 

1, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Z6 

27 

-, I '2ID!ii:il 2D 'bild �X '51El1 �D� ibl lni1£ai1ncx Qtfigs 2' 
' 

30 

31 

' 

' 

Et1v1nii2D 1b1ll jginilx dgve),g:� t1eomaen51Aii2DI !DQ l!ES!:l!Di 

ib•I :to ibl Eteai!illDi 2� ib! :i:ID!il1 the �1aU1: of ibl HS!YII 

Rf BREIIIDYlii!III 109 :lib! Ji2:t:etn2r �x JinYatx I' 19§!, IYszb
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rtcoamendations shall include needed statutory and 

2t9:1raaa1tic �h!Dill to fytth1t tbg coot�in1tism of cbilsl cate 
11rvice1 for teenage parents, 

Section lZ. Paragraph Id) of subaection fl) of section 

23Z.01, Florida Statutes, i• illllended, and paragraph ff) is 
added to said aection, to read1 

232.01 Regular ■chool attendance re1uired between agea 
of 6 and 16J permitted at age of SJ exceptions.--

(I) 

ldll. This section shall not apply to ■tudenta who are 
pregnantJ however, a student who is a parent may be exempt 

under provisions of•· 232.0,, excluding ■ersons who are 

re!Yird to pa[ti&:i■1t• in edYc1tism 1DSI tE1inina 1ciiviti11 
mandated by I, 409,029-

t. Students who become or have become married and

students who are pregnant shall not be prohibited from 
attending achool. These student■ and ■tudenta who are parent■ 
shall receive the ■ame educational instruction or its 

e1uivalent aa other student■, but may voluntarily be assigned 

to a claa■ or program suited to their special need.a, 

If J !man1nt 1t1dent1 mar 1tt1n� 1lDrn1tiv1 !Sluat!2n 

PE!?IEYI 2£ 1duli 1du,.ti2n EE2Q:rl!!!!t et2:ti�ed tbg cyr£iCY!Y!l 
1il2!!1 ibe !!Yant lo �ooiinge to wort tow1rd I biah msi:b22;l 

diPl91a, 
Section 13. Subsection 14) of section Z3Z.06, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read, 
232.06 Certificates of exemption• authorized in 

certain eaaes.--Children within the compulsory attendance age 

liaits who hold valid certificates of exemption which have 

been is•ued by the superintendent shall be exempt fran 

attending school. A certificate of exemption shall cease to 

30 
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1 be valid at the end of the school year in which it is issued. 

2 Children entitled to such certificates and the conditions upon 

3 which they aay be issued are as follows: 

4 (4) CHILD CARE EXENPTION,--A parent who bas re,ues;ted 

5 child care services frgn. the district school board and the 

6 Qepartment of Health and Rehabilitative Services and is unable 

7 to find appropriate child care for his or her child does-not 

8 have-aeees■-to-ehild-eare. 

, Section 14. Subsection (10} of section 409.029, 

lOIFlor1da Statutes, is aaended to read 1 

11 

12 

13 

409,029 Florida Employment Opportunity Act.--

( IO J CASE l'IANAGEMEHT. --

!.i...! Case •anageanent shall include the development, 

14 with the participant, of an en.plo}'lllent plan contract1 

15 perforaing or arranging for needed assessmentsJ providing 

1, assistance in obtaining support service■J brokering access to 

17 job training and education and arranging for servicesJ 

18 monitoring progress in the prograJ\ componentsJ providing 

1, asaistance to the participant at any time during the 

20 participation1 re41uesting sanctioning for noncompliance1 and 

21 providing aasistance in maintaining continued support services 

22 when the participant moves into unsubsidized employment. Case 

23 management shall ensure that all necessary program components 

24 and services are .being made available to the participant and 

25 that any difficulties are addressed at the onset to provide 

26 for the smoothest transition from assistance to self-

27 sufficiency for the participant. 

211 Cbl Pregnant and parenting teenagers not served by 

29 this section shall be served by county public health units in 

30 accordance with Provisions set forth ins. },54.0105• Case 

31 managers of the Deear:tment of Health and Rehabilitative 

31 
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�E!i211 lllill ;22r:din1:li1 Kith otbg[ !all man1ot1 i2 aDsure 

ill l!El!IDIDi 1nS 21EIDtinlt HIDIIIIEI I[� lmiDII IGD!d 1nd 

iblEI ii D2 s1Y2li�l:lii2D !ilf BEVi5311 
Section 15. Et2St[U m2oii2EiD1tl [8J!:2[il 1 --Ib• 

lnH1:1111� m'.tia 2f tt1v1n:U2n 1 11Hli!li1b!ISI l!YU!illD:li :tS! as· 
!11112! 1ml !11119514!1 1blill m20iis!E tbs a!la1n:t.1:1iioo of

IIS2ii!i?DI IQ ibtm1!1b I! 2f tbil •�i IDd !bill EH2Ei to thg 

L.t1i1l1is&EI •nDYlll� 2D iba J!:E2StEl■I 2f ,anix eE21lD!ml iD 
Q22EdiDl:liinlt Kilb �,i IHil Kl!M&ill ibl:li etm!isll IIE!i�II 12 
l!ElltDIDt :lilSUllJilCEI ID� ill!!.1111 EIEADila Ibl 1sl!i1on: stl:2Y! 

ihc ioietlltllli=:� l!El!1Dii2D JDi:li 1ball Ii Ill iim!!I io�lus;la 

msi!IEil 2D il•DYI l!EKDID� ft9m dil:liti,i 1chool tls!ltdl IDd 

ibl 121!1E:!a1Dil 2f i!:1:Yg1:liign IDd H11lib IDd bb1�ili:Y!iiv1 

IIE!i!iill1 
Seotion 16. tklslia �!BJ!:liltD1--

(1) lbs! Ll:1ti1l1:liJEI ,��o,as :lib!i ibl BXYll 

:li!i? 

beh•xi21: 2f iUDU■[I ii inflYIDiml � :libl J!:l:tmis1i1111ss1111 

E•l1�ml � :libl llmiila Ibl L§!lillliY[I fYt:libll: 1:12251:Di�II :libl 

il!21:t10�1 2f ![IUD:liiVI ln§IIYtll in islsl£11!iDlt ibl 1![2�1= of 

H•a•a• !l:UDID!2l!1 I!; ii :libl iDilDi 2f thl l.uilli:b!te t2 

!YihatiH • Bdil ,il!'!J!:!islD i2 C2!1DBliEICi IYCb J!:IEDilliXI

lll:IHilA IDd IDQ2YE!i• �29:tb i2 !ii.Ill� IDYii l�ii!ih:a
( ?) llll Dll!itDIIDi 9.f. Hnlib ID� llbl�iliilii!I 

bt!i&:11 !bill El!Uli J!:t.2!211111ecordiD1t :to ibl J!:E2!ilion1 

2f fml!fillE 21Zz :f]2tiSB 81:t!lil11 f2£ i USliil !i:i!IIJ!:al.1tD i2 
IDQ2YBII Ell!2Dli�le H!1naae 1tiiD!B1 t1a1rdin11 !:12!iYll 

bbi!:l.stt ID!il 12 SDsmYEM!ll X2Yib :l!i? fHliX 1�ual IS:tivj,t�. 

l!ildii 21!1!:lilD sb!lll ilEUi !t1a1 gf ib! 1t1te Hi:lib biah 

Ill! 

'in,idlD!i:11 2f :lintllll J!:EUDIDC� IDd lblll be a22r.m?:tiate i2 2 
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3 
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(3) The contract for the l'ledia camea1an shall 1pe

21awarded com,etitively throuah Procedures seecified in charter

3 207, Florida Sta;t:utes. 
4 Section 17. Subparagraph Z. of paragraph (al of 

5 subsection (4) and ■ubparagraph 3. of paragraph (cl of 

, subsection (5) of section Z0.19, Florida Statutes, are uended 

7 to read, 

a Z0.19 Department of Health and Rehabilitative 

'
I
Services.--lbere is created a Department of Health and 

10 Rehabilitative Services. 

11 ( 4- l ASSISTANT SECRETARIES. --The secretary ■hall 

12 appoint an Assistant Secretary for Program.■ and an Assistant 

13 Secretary for Amlinistration, each of who. ■hall serve at the 

14 pleasure of, and be direct].y responsible to, the secretary. 

lS The secretary shall appoint a Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

16 Programs, a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Regulation and 

17 Health Facilities, a Deputy Aaaiatant Secretary for Medicaid, 

18 and a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health, each of whoa 

19 ahall serve at the pleasure of the secretary and shall be 

20 directly responsible to the Assistant Secretary for Programs. 

21 (a) The Assistant Secretary for Prograaia shall have 

22 responsibility for general statewide supervision of the 

23 administration of service prograas operated by the clepartaent 

24 and such other program developaent and planning dutiea as are 

25 assigned to him by the •ecretary. 11General statewide 

26 supervision of the administration of service progra111s 11 111eana 

27 service program development and planningJ program re•earchs 

ta identifying client needs and reconunending solution• and 

29 prioritiesJ developing client service programs, including the 

30 policies and standards thereforJ providing technical 

31 aaaiatance to the district administrators) assisting the 

33 
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1 district administrators in staff development and trainingJ 

2 reviewing and monitoring district-level program. operationaJ 

3 assuring coapliance with statewide prograa standards and 

4 performance criteriaJ monitoring uniform program �uality among 

S diatrictsJ developing funding sources external to state 

6 governaentJ and obtaining, approving, aonitoring, and 

7 coordinating research and program development grantsi but does 

a not involve line authority over any health or hwnan services 

9 progru,. operation of the departaent, including the manage■ent 

10 � institutions and residential treatment programs. 

11 2. The following progru offices are established and 

lZ may be con■olidated, restructured, or rearranged by the 

.13 ■ecretaryJ provided any such consolidation, restructuring, or 

14 rearranging shall be for the purpose of encouraging aervice 

lS integration through �ore effective and efficient performance 

16 of the progru office■ or part■ thereof, 

17 a. Children•• Medical Services Progru Office,--The 

18 responsibilities of this office enc0111pa■s all children•• 

19 ■edical services prograllls operated by the deparbaent. 

20 b. Econ011ic Services Program Office.--The 

21 responsibilities of this office encompass all inc011e support 

Z2 prograa■ within the department, such a■ aid to faa1lies with 

23 dependent children (AFDC), food staapa, and state 

24 auppl8111.entation of the supplemental security inc011e lSSI) 

25 program. 

26 c. Developmental Services Program Office.--The 

27 responsibilities of this office encOlllpass progrus operated by 

28 the department for develop•entally disabled per■ons. 

29 Developmental disabilities include any disability defined in 

30 •• 393.063. 

31 

34 
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1 d. Aging and Adult Service■ Program Office.--The

Z
l
responsibilitie■ of thi■ office encompass all aging and adult 

3 prograa■ operated by the department. 

4 e. Children, Youth, and Families Prograa Office.--The

S reaponsibilitiea of this program office encoapass intake 

i ■ervices for dependent-and delin�uent children, fMiliel in

7 need of service■ and children in need ot service, eroarus and

a Protective inveatiaation 1ervices for abandoned, abused, and 

• neaiected cbildrent inter1tate c01npact on the Placement of

10 children PE99'£affl.S' children"■ proteetive •ervice■J adoptions

11 child cares foster care prograasJ specialized services to

lZ f01ilie■ J all prograas operated by the department relating to

13 delin�uent childrenJ and related mental health services for

1• children and youth in coordination with the Alcohol, Drug

lS Abu■e, and Mental Health Program Office.

1' f. Alcohol, Dng Abuse, and Mental Health Program

17 Office.--The responsibilities of this office enc01111pass all 

18 alcohol, drug abuse, and aental health program• operated by 

19 the department except those prograas for children and youth 

%0 which shall lte handled in coordination with the Children, 

21 Vouth, and Families Program Office. In addition, the 

Z2 responsibility for adult forensic progrus shall be located 

23 within this office. 

z� 

Z5 

151 SERVICE DISl"Ricrs.--

(c) The duties of the district adainiatrator shall

z•linclude, but are not lillited to1 

Z7 3. Applying standard information, referral, intake,

28 diagnostic and evaluation, and case •anagement procedures 

29 established by the secretary. Such procedures ■hall include 

30 n a-sinfle intake sy■teia for delin�uencyz families in need of

31 services and children 1n need of services programs, and a

35 
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L �ts►.:Y:¥tiu inxe1iWti2D l�lillD f2r d!e�Dsil:DS:Y ![Q:S[[lml 

� lltvin� ilaDsl.9:q��z 1by1edz ID� DISIIG:.tml ;biJdr1n and 

, Mpendeney-j•Yeni!e-pre,,ra111:s. 

' Section 18. Su�sections 126) and (271 of section 

> 39.01, Florida Statutes, are aaended, and subsections (55) and

, (56) are added to said section, to read,

r 39.01 Definition■,--Nhen used in this chapter, 

I ( 261 "Intake"' aeans the acceptance of a law 

, enf'orceaent report or complaint 2f dtliD9UIDFY1 farnilY in need 

) 2f 1etxW11 2r child in n�gd 2f IIE�i¥es and the screening 

L thereof to detenine whether action by the court is warranted, 

� the disposition of the report or coaplaint without court or 

; public agency action when appropriate, the referral of the 

t child to another public or private agency when appropriate, 

i and the recOIIUftendation by the in¼ake officer of court action 

� when appropriillte. 

' (271 "'Intake officer" aeana the authorized agent of 

I the department perforaing the intake function for a child 

• alleged to be delin..:uent ,2t7-Mpe11dent.,. in need of services,

• or fr0111 a fa11ily in need of services.

L 1551 11!t2tAQ:tix1 in:t11:Ust1:Us.n"" DIDI :tbm !U.:"-!ilna

� 2f I Ele2rt ill!MiDi £biMI limll 2[ Dl�lm1iz ii dlfiD.ld in I• 

► 41111011 l2Y tb1 CIDiBl il!!IEI railiEY iDd iac�ina IYIH!!I g[

� ibl iC!iil!iiDS:I 2f i ll!2Ei 2f 2ib1r �l!lmlsD� Ill:: ibl l2:si:1l

> childr!IDP Y2Yihz IDsl f11:1ili11 2ffial 2f ibl ae11::tm1nt1 tb1251 

2 

2, 

2 

3, 

3 

• inv11:tia1ii2n ind cla11ifi&iti2D 2f HSib rse2rt1 :lib1

r sll!HtmiDlii!i!D 2t: !fl:!S!tbsr 1Siti2b � :libe ¥!2Yti j,s !!ilttiDi� I ibl 

I sllilt!liD•ii2D 2f ihl: dilP21iii2D 2f 11cb [epo[t Hi:tb2Yi �!2Y[i 

� 2t PY�li& lilll� 1cii2n whgn l!PE21!Eilili the Elf:lfEII 2f: i 

I child to IDS>tiler Public or Private agency when ,,,r0Priahi 

36 
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ID� tbt [!CS!lllli�Dd1ti2n � tbe !£2t�stixe lnve1ti111i2E 2f S2Y[t 

asU,2D l:!bln R!:lm!Eilt!l 1 

(5') "tEoim:dr:ixe iDY!Hiii11i2[" mflillDI ID l!l:tb2[,i;112d 

AIIDt 2f tbe !B!&£91Dt wbo E�•iYfll1 iov11ti111:l§:11 1ml 

,i111ifis1 D1!2rt1 of cbil� l�Ya� or Milici 1s sllfiDI� in la 

�15a5RJI Kb2& I• I EJIYlt 2f tbe inv1sti11atiOD1 llil� file I 

*••nslans� Pliiti2D fot tll§ ibi:ls: i�E in� C[ibiia 2f 

!at11t1eb 11g>!1!1 ID� Hb2 !�tf2tm1 otbmr �Y:tiea o�c1111ti to

QI[£� !alt tbg [egyi,[t� 1cti2DI 2f ihl !EQt�;ii!a iox1s:U111ii2n

fYDSi!:Uoo.

Section 19. Subsections 12) and 13) of aection 39.401, 

Florida Statutes, are uended to read, 

39.�Dl Taking a child alleged to be dependent into

cuatody.--

12 l If the person taking the child into cuatody i• not 

a protective investuator •n-in�ake-officer, he ■hallt 

la l Release the child to a parent, guardian, legal 

custodian, responsible adult approved by the cou�t when 

liaited to teaporary emergency situations, responsible adult 

relative �b2 al'aill 11!1 sixsn !�isa:iiY X2Dli�§lltism oxeE a 

nonrelative Pl1cn1nt, or responsible adult approved by the 

deparhentJ witbin 3 days following such release, the person 

taking the child into custody ahall make a full written report 

to the Protective iPYIStiqatiAA intake office of the 

department f2r a111 inxolxillQ: allu•ii2n1 gf 1&ndonm.ent1 

1llllaa ot n111l1ct 2[ to tbe i!!ES!l!tia:b: seti�ce Ynit of tb• 

12!211 cbildEID1 �tb1 1n9 t1milie1 offic1 HitbiD the 

!BEl[tment fQr otbi[ de1eodeocy ca111 within-3-dayaJ or 

(bl Deliver the child to a pr2tectiYe iDVeatiqatO[ an 

intake-eff�er of the department, stating the facts by reason 

of which the child was taken into custody and sufficient 

37 
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l' 

21
31 

I inforaation to establish probable cause that the child is 

! 1121D512Dlsl1 !l!!lui1esh 2Ji n11tlssz:tsul dependent:, and make a full

I written report to the protective inveatiaation intake office 

4! 
S! 

., 

,� the departaent within 3 days. For any other dependent 

la&lda slllixet :!.II! cbilsl to tbt !P!roer&1t1 11:rxisa Ynit S?f 

aj 
• 

10! 
111 

tbl loeal !imils!r1n1 Y2Ytb1 ID� fi!iAi�I 2ffi21 Hitbin tbl 

sll21Eimlnt iDd er2!isll th! EA!Yi£1� Ji!e2Et i2 tbat Ynit 
otfi&11 

I ( 3) If -the child is taken into custody by, or ia
delivered to, 1 Protective inveatiaator an-intake-effieer, 

!EO:tKtiYI inveatiaator intake-effieer shall review the fac 
and make auch further in1uiry as necessary to determine 

whether the child ■hould remain in custody or be released. 
Unless ■helter ia re1uired as provided in•• 39.40Z(lJ, tbE 

trotactixe investigator int■ke-offieer shall1 
lal Release the child to his parent, guardian, leg; 

custodian, a responsible adult relative who sball bt aiven

PEiori:h: CODlislGEltion 2XO£ I DODDllitiXI Pl1;1m�nt, or a 

responsible adult approved by the departllent1 or 

lbl Authorize placement of a hou1ekeeeer/h21eaaker
L nretakerAu,fflentaker in the hom.e � a child alleged to be 

12, 
13 
l�
1s1 

161
17, 
11 

19 

20 

2 

2 

23, 
24 

t5 

2 

2 

2a 

2 

3 

3 

� dependent until the parent or legal custodian assuaes eare 

the child, 

Section 20. Subsections (3) and (4) and paragraph f 
of subsection (8) of sec:tion 39.402, Florida Statutes, are 

aaended to read1 
• 39,">0Z Placement in a shelter,--
I 131 If the protective investiaator intake-offioer 
' cleterainea that placeaent in a shelter is necesaary accordJ 
f to the provisions of subsection■ 111 and 12J, the PJi9HCtil 

iDYlltiqator in•ake-offieer shall authorize placeaent of tli 

38 
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l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

' 

7 

II 

9 

child in a ■helter and shall immediately notify the parents c 

legal custodians that the child was taken into custody. 

I°' I If the child is alleged to be both dependent and 

delin�uent, the protective investia1tor inhke-o�fieer may

authorize either place•ent in a ■helter pursuant to thi■ 

section or detention pursuant to s. 39.032. 

1111 

lbl In the interval until the detention hearing ia 

held pur■uant to paragraph lal, the decision as to placement 

in a ■helter or release of the child fro1111 a shelter shall lie 

with the protective investigator iRtake-offieer in accordance 

with subaection 131. 

Section 21. Section 39.403, Florida Statutes, is 

uended to read1 

39,403 tr:2tm;:tiY1 iov11tia1ti2n IRtake.--
111 Prot1ctive iovestiaati2n IRtake ■hall be performe 

' by the departllent. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 

111 

1' 

20 

2 

2 

z 

2• 

25 

2 

2 

2, 

A report or complaint alleging that a 

child i■ dependent 11 I re11lt of cbild am.Isl 2r D!al•ct ii 

silfiD� iD 11 �l51S� 1h•ll ml m1stl t2 tbl central a�YIS 

rma:i■ta 10d tr1c�ioa •�••· �!i!!!l!l�int111ieaina tbat 1 

• cbil� ii !Ue1nsbl:nt on 1n� 1211!1 2tber tb1n 11 a �1Ylt 2f
i cb&l� 1611 QE neal1ct a1 Slfingg in I· 412:�Q3 sball 12:1 maS1 

• t2 tbe l2S!il cbilgr101 X2Y!b1 anS fuilies offia of tb�

I dePattUDt ahall-lte1atle-to-the-intake-offiee operating in i

i county in which the child is found or in which the case aro■ 

, Any per•on or agency having knowledge of the facts may make 

' report or complaint. The complainant ahall furnish the 

I !Eot1c:tiXI inv11tiUti2n offlQI 2r ibl IE!E!i!![ilte •IE!i�I 

r 

,d 

e 

2 

3, 
t !IDi:t S?f :liu i2ai S=bil.51!:l!h x2u:tb 2 IDsl fUili!I 2'fi&e 2f t� �

I de!IEtaen:tz Whichev1r is 1!!£9Priate, ifttake-dfiee facts 

3 

39 
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l
l

sufficient to establish the jurisdiction of the court and to

2 support a finding by the cou.rt that the child is dependent. 
3 It) The protective invettiaator inbke-offieer shall 
4 make a preliminary detemination as to whether the report or 

5 ccmplaint is coaplete, consulting with the state attorney or 

6 aasistant state attorney when necesAry. In any case in which 

7 the Protective inves½fqator intake-offieer or the state 
8 attorney finds that the report or compiaint is incomplete, the 

9 Protective investiator intake-off,eer or state attorney shall 
10 return the report or com.plaint without delay to the person or 

11 agency originating the report or complaint or having knowledge 

12 of the facts or to the appropriate law enforce.ent agency 
13 having investigative jurisdiction and r�uest additional 

1� information in order to c0111plete the report or complaintJ 

15 however, the confidentiality of any report filed in accordance 

1, with••• •1s.soz-•1S.514 ■hall not be violated. 
17 la) If the Protective inv111iaat.or intake-offieer 
18 determine■ that the report or coaplaint is COlllplete, he aay, 
19 af'ter deteraining that such action would be in the best 

20 interest• of the child, file a petition for dependency. 
Zl CbJ If the Protective investiaator intako-effi•er 
22 deteraines that the report or coaplaint is coaplete, but that 

Z3 in his judgllent the interest of the child and the public will 

24 be beat aerved by providing the child care or other treablent 

2S voluntarily accepted by the child and hi■ parents or legal 

26 custodian■, the protective inveatiaator intake-offieer ••Y 
27 refer the child for such care or other trea1:Jlent. 
ZIii (CJ If the p[q;teci:fya invtstiaai:o[ ifttake-off-ieer 

29 refuses to �11• a petition for dependency, the coaplainant 

30 ■hall be advised of his right to file a petition pur■uant to 

31 this part. 

40 
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l Section 22. Subsection■ (3) and 1,> of ■ection 39.404,

2 Florida Statute&, are amended to read1 

3 39.404 Petition for dependency.--

4 (3) When the child ha• been taken into custody, a 

5 petition alleging dependency ahall be filed within 7 daya of 

6 the date the child is taken into cuatody. In all other cases, 

7 the petition shall be filed within a reasonable ti.lie after the 

8 date the child was referred to protective investigation intake 

9 pursuant to s. 39.403, 

10 c,1 When a petition for dependency haa been filed and 

11 the parents or custodians of the child have advised the 

12 Protective inyeptfgation intake c4fice that the truth of the 

13 allegations i■ acknowledgod and that no contest i• to be aade 

14 of the adjudication, the erotectiye investiaator intake 

lS effieer aay ■et the case before the court for an adjudicatory 

16 bearing. Neither the state attorney nor an assistant atate 

17 attorney ■hall be re,:uired to be present at the adjudicatory 

18 hearing. Should there be a change in the plea at thia 

19 hearing, the cou.rt shall continue the hearing to pemit the 

20 state attorney to prepare and pre■ent the case for the ata.te. 

21 Section 23. Paragraph (a) of subsection ( 3) of section 

22 110.1127, Florida Statutes, is a.ended to read1 

23 

2<t 

110.1127 Employee security checks.--

( 3Ha J Within the Department of Health and 

ts Rehabilitative Services, all positions in program.a providing 

26 care to children or the developmentally disabled for 15 hours 

27 or aore per week are deemed to be position• of special trust 

ZS or responsibility, and a person shall be dis�ualified for 

29 employment in any such position by reason of, 

30 l. Having been found guilty of, regardle•s of 

31 adjudication, or having entered a plea of nolo contendere or 

<ti 
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l guilty to, any offen■e prohibited under any of the following

Z provi■ion■ of the Florida Statutes or under any ■iailar

3 ■tatute of another jurisdiction,

4 •• Section 78Z.04, relating to murder •

5 b • Section 78Z,D7, relating to manslaughter. 

• c. Section 1az.011, relating to vehicular h011.icide.

71 
d. Section 78Z.09, relating to killing of an unborn

a child bY injury to the •other. 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

l�

15

1,

l

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

•• Section 784.011, relating to a■sault, if the victin.

of the offen■e wa■ a ainor. 

f. Section 78't.0ZI, relating to aggravated ••••ult.

,. Section 784.03, relating to battery, if the victia 

of the offenM wa■ a ainor. 

h. Section 784.045, relatinf to aggravated battery.

i. Section 787.01, relating to kidnapping.

j. Section 787.0Z, relating to false iapri■onaent.

k. Section 787.04, relating to r•oving children fr011

the ■tate or concealing children contrary to court order, 

1. Section 794.Dll, relating to sexual battery.

, .. Section 794.041, relating to prohibited acts of

persons in faailial or cu■todial authority. 

n. Clapter 79', relating to proa:titution.

o. Section 798.DZ, relating to lewd and lasciviou.■

24lbehavior. 

25, 
2, 

Z7 

28 

z, 

30 

31 

p. a.apter 800, relating to lewdnesa and indecent

expoaure. 

•· Section ao,.01, relating to araon.

r. Section 812.13, relating to robbery,

•• Section 8Z6.D4, relating to ince1t •

t. Section 8Z7.03, relating to aggravated child abuse.

u. Section 827.04, relating to child abu■e.

42 
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v. Section 8Z7.05, relating to negligent treablent of

2 I children. 
3 w. Section 8Z7.071, relating to aexual performance by
41 a child. 
s x. Section 827.09, relating to abu■e, neglect, or

, exploitation of aged or dinbled peraons. 
7 y. Chapter 1547, relating to obscene literature.
a z. Chapter 893, relating to drug abu■e prevention and

•
,

control, only if the offen■e wa■ a felony or if any other
10 per■on involved in the offense was a minor. 

11 aa. Section 817,563, relating to fraudulent sale of 

lZlcontrolled ■ubatances, only if the offen■e wa■ a felonyJ or 
13 t. Having had a finding of delin1uency or having 
i• entered a plea of nolo contendere or a plea uounting to an 

15 adllission of guilt to a petition alleging delin1uency pursuant 

16 to part II, chapter 39, or similar statutes of other 

17 jurisdiction■, for any of the foregoing acta, regardle■■ of 
l& adjudication or diapo■ition. For the purposes of this 

19 su�■ection, ■uch a finding or plea has the sane effect as a 
20 finding of guiltJ or 
21 3. Having been judicially determined to have committed 
22 abu■e or neglect against a child as defined in•· 39.01•2�-aftd 

23 �31�1 or 
Z4 4. Having a co�firaed report of abuse, neglect, or 
2S exploitation as defined in a. 415.10Z15) or abuse or neglect 

2, a■ defined ins. 415.50315) which has been unconte■ted or 

27 upheld pursuant to the procedure■ provided in•· 415.103 or•· 
28 415.504J or 

2, 5. Having comllitted an act which con■titutea dolllestic 

JOI violence•• defined in•· 741,30. 

31 
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li Section 24. Paragraph (al of subsection (1), 

2 aubaection C3J, and paragraph lal of subsection 14) of section 

3 415.103, Florida Sta-tutes, are aaended to read1 

• •15.103 Mandatory reporting of abuse, neglect, or

S exploi¼:ation of aged persona or disabled adult•• mandatory 

• report. of death• central abuse registry and tracking IYStM'

7 immunity from liability.--

& I 1 l IWaJATORY IIEPOIITING, --

10 

( a J Any person, including, but not liJnited to, any1 

1. PbysicUln, oateopatb, aeclical examiner,

11 chiropractor, nurse, or hospi¼:al personnel engaged in the 

12 adMiaa,ion, exa■ination, care, or treatment of aged persona or 

13 disabled adults1 

l� z. Health or mental health professional other than one

15 listed in subparagraph 1. 1 

16 3. Practitioner who relies solely on spiritual means 

17 for healingf 

18 4, Nuraing h0111:e staff, adult congregate living 

1� facility staff, adult day care center ataff, social worker, or 

20 other profeaaional adult care, foater care, residential, or 

21 institutional stafff 

22 5. State, county, or aunicipal crillinal juatice 

23 •ployee or law •�orceJrtent officer• or 

24 ,. Hwnan rights advocacy COld.ittee or long-tem care 

25 011budnan council aember, 

Z6 

27 who knows, or has reasonable cause ¼o suspect, that an aged 

28 person or disabled adult is an abu.Hd, neglected, or exploited 

2� person •hall lllll.ediately report such knowledge or •uspicion to 

30 the central abuse registry and tracking systg of the 

31 departllent on the ■ingle statewide toll-free telephone number 

� 
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l
l

or-direet!y-to-the-!oea!-offiee-of-tile-depart•ent-re•ponai�!e

2 :fer-investi,ation-of-repor•a-•a4e-p•r•••nt-to-•his-sec:tion. 
3 

4 

I 3 l CEKl'RAL AIIUSE IEIHSTRY All> TRACKING SYSTEM· -
(al The department shall e•tablish and aaintain a 

S central abu.se registry and tracking sys;tn which shall receive 

6 .l.ll reports made pursuant to this section in writing or 

7 through a single statewide toll-free telephone nuaber which 

a any person aay use to report known or suspected abuse, 

9 neglect, or exploitation of an aged person or disabled adult 

10 at any hour of the day or night, any day of the week. The 

11 central abuse registry and tracking system shall be operated 
lZ 1n such a manner as to enable the departaent to, 
13 l, 1-ediately identify and locate prior reports or 

14lcaae■ of adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation tbrouah the 
1s,deeartment'1 a0toma:ted tracking arstem-
1' t. Nonitor and evaluate the effectiveness of in

17 de,artment·, Proaram for reportingi and investigating.z....A.!lSI 
18 cla11ifvina suspected abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged 
19 person• or disabled a;,1ts, and the provision of protective 

20 services to such persons through the develop�ent and analysis 
21 of atati■tical and other information, and to report thereon. 

22 3, Track critical 1teps in the investigative ,roces1 
23lto ensure C91Plianct wi½h ,11 rnuirement, for all reeorta. 
24 !L,.3T Maintain and produce aggregate statistical 

2S reports for monitoring patterns of abuse, neglect, or 

2, exploitation of aged per■ons or disabled adults. 

27 L4v Serve as a re•ource for the evaluation, 
ZS aanagement, and planning of preventive and remedial services 

29 for aged person• or disabled adults who have been aubject -to 

30 abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 

31 

45 
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I (bl Upon receiving an oral or written report of known 

tor auapected abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an &fed per■on 

5 or disabled adult, th• central akse registry and tracking 

" lllila ■hall sllDmin1 if tb1 D:1!21::!i re:11i&:!H an imamU:1:tg 20-

5 liil 2£2:lilS!:!ii!I iDVQ:!iii:l:lii2D1 W ESl!2E:li! EA!Yirinq ID 
� iMlslbH 2n-1iH l!!ES2H!c:tiu iDDliia:1:t:!201 :tbl SIDiUI. ll!!i!9s:!

7 EUilirx IDd tastina IXl:!ilm lball. n2tifx :!ibl 511!1£:limlD:!i'I 

S slllilDIHllil UiDI 1nd lsl!ll:li IG!ic•• �,.tri&i IHlft t!l!2Dli�l• 

f f2E 2r2Dci.ixtt inx11tiati2n1 im1!lsli1t1i� i2 IDIYEI !£2111!:li 
0 initbiisl:n 2f AD sm-1,a ini11iia1:t:.1.20. E2r 1:•2r.11:il1 02!.: 
l EISl!itiDI ID i■amlili• sm-1.1:a !WIF:t.i!!I iD!lli&a:lii2111 ibl 

1, 
l 

l 
l 

1, 

151 
1, 
l 

l, 
l 

2 

2 ,.ntr1i 112!111 EKil:li�x ind :1ir1ctina IXl:liU 1b1ll D2iif.X tbl 
5 sll!IEBIDi •• BIMIDiHSI lliDI lnsl dil:li ar:d&l!I sU,1tri&t 

� 1!1ft bll!2Dlibls f2[ IE2iAsi::liil!:1 iu11iisr:lii2DI in IYtficilni 
; :Iii.Im: t2 111ml fRE ID iD!ll:liiotism :li2 Jill ;S11111110,m1 ¥iibiD ,� 

� b2!1£l1 A:li ibl till S2f. n2:tifa&:1tism 2f �iliEi,:ti 1:liiff xitb 
7 r••••ci i2 :libl EIIQEi1 ibl ;1niEII •••• t!U:il:liEX IDd tr12kinm 

S AXl:ia lblll 1112 !EQ!islsl iDf2E!liism 2D IDX !EUi2YI £1.!2':i 

'C2D21EDiDI I IY�ilS!i 2f ib! IEIIIDi tnst5t 2E IDX e1riiDIDi 
I int2m1li2n ElliiiVI to ibe !EIHDi Ell!2Ei 2E IDX D2� 

2 

2 

2 

l IIElier EVR.Eil ilullediately-netify-tH ... •ifn••�-a,iftf'-•ncl

2 ad•lt-•ervieea-�iatrie•-•bif•-et-•he-departlftent-with-reapeet 

S te-the-report7-aft)"-previ&11a-report-eoneerninf-•-••�;eet-of-the 

� p:reaent-repotty-or-any-et�er-pertinent-infel'!ltaiion-nla•i•• 2 

25, 
2, 

2 

211 

2 

3 

3 

i 1:Mrete. 

' le I Upon completion of its investigation, the 

r designated aging and adult services district sta�f of the 
S departlllent shall classify reports either as 11conflnied,11 

t 11ind:Leated," or 11unfounded. 11 At this time, the depattment 

) ahall notif'y the victt. nued in the report, the guardian or 

L guardians or the caregiver of the aged person or disabled 

" 
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1 adult nued a■ the victim, and the alleged perpetrator, if 

2 other than the guardiiln or guardians or the caregiver, of the 

3 coapletion of the investigation of the report, the 

4 cla■silication of the report, and the right to a•k for 

S aunendaent or expunction pursuant to paragraph (d). All 

6 identifying infomation in the central abuse registry IDd 

7 tnckina IYStM or other coaputer syatea■ or record• that i• 

a related to an unfounded report ■hall be expunged 1 year after 

9 the case is classified as 11udounded." All identifying 

10 infomation in the central abuse regi■try and traskil\9' IY■taa 

11 related to an indicated report shall be expunged froa the 

12 central abuse registry and trackina 1vs:tu 7 years froa the 

13 date of the last indicated report concerning any person naaed 

1• in the report. All information, other than identifying 

1S inforaation, related to an indicated or unfounded report at 

16 the tiae of expunction shall be disposed of in a aanner cleeaed 

17 appropriate by the departaent and pursuant to ss. 119.041 and 

18 2S7.36(7). Unfounded and-intlieated reports shall only be 

19 indexed by the name of the aged person or diaabled adult to 

20 detect patterns of abuse, neglect, or exploitation. Persona 

21 naaed in unfounded or indicated reports ahall not be 

22 identified a• alleged perpetrators. All inforaation in the 

23 central abuse registry and trackirur system or other computer 

24 ayateas or records ahall be subject to the confidentiality 

ts provisions in s. 415.107. 

2, (d)J. Where it is ahown that the record ia inaccurate 

27 or inconsistent with sa. 415,101-415,113, the department shall 

za a11end or expunge the record. The department ■hall notify the 

29 victim and the alleged perpetrator of what aanendffient is •ade 

30 to the record or of the expunction of the record. 

31 

47 
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l 2. Subaettuent to the cOllpletion of the departaent 1 ■

2 investigation, the victia or alleged perpetrator of a

3 confined report aay re1uest the secretary to aaend or expunge

4 the case record and all identifying inforaation in the abuse

S registry or other cOllputer systeas or records pertaining to

, that report on the grounds that the record is inaccurate or is

7 being maintained in a manner inconsistent with as. 415.101-

11 �15.113.
9 3. Notice to the alleged perpetrator of a confini.ed

10 report ■hall ■tate that1
11! 

12 

•· The report ha• been classified as confinedJ
�- The alleged perpetrator of a confimed report aay

13 be di-.ualified frOll working with children or the 

14 developmentally disabled or fr0111. working in sensitive 
15 positions involving the care of children, the developmentally 
li disabled, diaabled adult■, or aged peraonaJ 
17 c. Th• alleged perpetrator may r1911ue■t uendment or
lll

l
expunction of the confimed report, if the alleged perpetrator 

19 does not agree with the claa■ificationJ 
20! d. The re�ueat by the alleged perpetrator for

21 aaenc:hent or expunction of the confined report auat be 

22 received by the departaent within 30 day■ after the alleged 
23 perpetrator receives notice of the classification of the 

24 report, 
2Si e. Th• alleged perpetrator can obtain aore inforaation

26
,
by calling the person whose nue and telephone nuaber are 

27 provided in the notice, and 
2111 f. Th• failure to tilllely ask for a■encinent or

29
1

expunction Means the alleged perpetrator agrees not to conte■t 

30 the cla■aification of the report. 
31: 

� 
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2
1

Notice to the alleged perpetrator shall be sent by certified

3 mail. 
4 �- Failure to respond within the tille specified in 

5 subparagraph 3. means that the alleged perpetrator agree■ not 

6 to contest the classification of the report. The alleged 
7 perpetrator may, within 1 year of the classification of the 

a report as confil'lled, re41uest the departaent to set aaide a 

• confined report where it can be shown that the failure to ask

10 for amen<aent or expunction was due to excusable neglect or 

11 fraud. Tbe standard for excusable neglect or fraud ■ball be 

12 as provided in the Rules of Civil Procedure • 

 :: 
15 

5. If the alleged perpetrator asks for uenmllent or
expunction, the secretary ■ay uend or expunge the record. If 

the secretary refuses or doe• not act within 30 days after 
16 receiving such a re•uest, the alleged perpetrator shall have 

17 the right to an adllllinistrative hearing to contest whether the 

18 record of the report should be amended or expunged. At the 
19 chapter 120 bearing the department shall prove by a 
20 preponderance of evidence that the perpetrator COllfflitted the 

Zl abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to uend or 

22 expunge and the alleged perpetrator fails to timely ask for an 

23 acainiatrative hearing, the failure to tiM.ely ask shall aean 
24 that the alleged perpetrator agree■ not to contest the 

2S aecretary•s decision and the findings of the confirmed report 

2, of abQae or neglect. If the secretary retuaea to amend or 
1

- 27 expunge and the alleged perpetrator asks tor an adllinistrative

111111"28 hearing and the department's classification is upheld, the 
29 report shall remain a■ confiraed. Any per■on who is named in 

30 an indicated report shall not have the right to challenge the 

31 

4, 
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1 department'■ classification system th�ough the department or 
2 through an acllinistrative hearing under chapter 120. 

3 ,. The confidentiality of the abuse or nealect report 

4 shall > to the extent possible> be aaintained during the

5 adlllinistrative hearing process. 1be a<ainiatrative hearing 
• ahall be closed, the amlinistrative files shall be closed and

7 not disclosed to the public under s. 11,.07(1), and any

a identifying infomation in the reCOIIJllended or final order
9 ■hall be deleted prior -to publishing pursuant to chapter 120,

10 t It J POSTING SfATENmE TOLL-FltEE TELEPHDIIE HIIIIIER FOR 
11 11tE CENI'IW. ABUSE REGISTRY Nit D.lPSlHG SXIJEM.--
12 la) The s�tewide toll-free telephone number for the 
13 central alKlae registry and tnekinq IYltel shall be posted in 

14 all facilities operated by or under contract with or licensed 

15 by the departaent which provide service■ to aged persons or 

16 disabled adults. SUch posting shall be clearly visible and in 

17 a pr011inent place within the facility and shall be accoapanied 
18 by the words, 11To Report the Abuse, Neglect, or Exploitation 

19 of an Aged Person or Disabled Adult, Please eall Toll-free 1-

20 aoo-342-,1st." 
21 Section ts. Subaections 111 and 1ZJ of section 

22 �15.104, Florida Statutes, are amended to reads 
23 �15.104 Protective services inve•tigations of case■ of 

21t
,
•bu.••• neglect, or exploitation of aged persona or disabled

2S adult•• tranuittal of record& to state attorney.--

2, 11) The departfflent shall, upon receipt of a report 

27 allefing abuse, neglect > or exploitation of an aged person or 

28 disabled adult, commence> or cause -to be COfflllenced within Z4 
29 hour■ > a protective services investigation of the facts 

30 all•fed ,herein. If, upon arrival at the scene of the 

31 incident, a caregiver refuse& to allow the department to begin 

� 
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1 a protective services inve■tigation or interferes with the 

2 departaent•s ability to conduct such an investigation, the 

3 appropriate law enforceMent agency shall be contacted. If, 

4 during the course of the investigation, the department has 

S reason to believe that the abuse, neglect, or exploitation is 

, perpetrated by a second party, the appropriate criminal 

7 justice agency shall be orally notified in order that such 

a agency may begin a cr1J11.inal investigation concurrent with the 

, protective services investigation of the department. The 

10 department shall aake a preliminary written report to the 

11 criminal justice agency within 5 working days of the oral 

12 report. The department shall, within 24 hours after receipt 

13 of the report, notify the appropriate human rights advocacy 

14 COIUlittee, or long-term care 011budsman council, when 

1S appropriate, that an alleged abuse, neglect, or exploitation 

16 perpetrated by a second party has occurred. Notice to the 

17 human rights advocacy committee or long-term care Olllbudsman 

18 council aay be accomplished orally or in writing and shall 

19 include the name and location of the aged person or disabled 

20 adult alleged to have been abused, neglected, or exploited and 

21 the nature of the report. For each report it receives, the 

22 department shall perform an on-site investigation to1 

23 1 a J Detemine that the person is an aged person or 

2�ldisabled adult as defined in•• <tlS.102, 

25 ( b J Determine the compoai tion of the family or 

26 household, including the naae, address, date of birth ■,e, 

27 IOCial 1ecuritx number, sex, and race of each aged person or 

28 disabled adult named in the reports any others in the 

29 household or in the care of the caregiver, or any other 

30 persons responsible for the aged person•• or disabled adult's 

31 welf■reJ and any other adults in the same household. 

51 
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I lcJ DeteJ.'lline whether there is an indication that an� 

� aged person or disabled adult is abu.aed, neglected, or 

► exploited, including a detemination of harm or threatened

•hara-to any aged person or disabled adultJ the nature and

; extent of present or prior injuries, abuse, or neglect, and

, any evidence thereofJ and a deteraination as to th• person 01 

'persona apparently responsible for the abuae, neglect, or

exploitationa iDSclJlslina: iU DYfh islslEllla !ail gf ltil:Elba 

ISHiUl:L IICY&:i:b: DlllllimEa !IR1 IDsl msa 2f 11£b ••1:12D t2 Im 

I ,1111ifi1d II ID 111�a!SI !IEl!�:liEl:li2[ in I ,onfiraed EUOEt1 

· 4n 1U,11tlSI 1!$!t!lttli2E 2f I �DfimlSI E!eOEt 2f 161111
t Hll1K:li a 2E g1J.2iBlii211 &1:u. ,2asaH: io :liU !li:Si!lti.liSi!D 2f

i lbl b.!YiEI� HHI f9E tu isllntifiScl:liiSi!D iDSI :liEl!.ls.iDI ltlilm

► ;to :tbe fullest extent POSSibll·
; ldl Determine the UUlediate and long-ten risk to eac ,b 
, aged peraon or diAbled adult tht9Vh u:liilization of 

1i10UE!li1ISI Eiat 111•1agot in1ta■snt1 7-if-••eh-person 
reaaina-in-the-mciatiftl'-enviro111nent. 

' lel Deteraine the protective, treat.ent, and 

I ueliorative ••rvices necesaary to sa�eguard and ensure tbe 

. aged person's or disabled adult's well-being and cause the 

: slllixen:: gf ib211 BDiSt.SI ib1gyg:h tbl IIEIX iDHE!SDiiOD S!f 

1, 

l 
l 

l 

l• 

15; 
l 
l 

l, 

l 

2 

2 

2 

2 
z, 

2SI 

z, 

2 

2, 

2 

3, 

3 

; !:H d:11!11:illlDBI 101:UE Bll!S!llliltJ.a f2E 11,:ii&sa l!E2l!:ii!i2D ansl 

IIDU-IDi 2f iUDiifild BE!igma-
; 

1 If the department ha■ reason to believe that the aMlse, 

'neglect, or exploitation is perpetrated by a second party, th 
I ■tate attorney in whose circuit the alleged abuse, neglect, Cl 

,e 
,r 

I exploitation occurred shall be notified. 

' I Zl No later than 30 daya after receiving the initial 

. re.port, the designated aging and adult services district ataf f 

52 
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l of the departllent shall c01111plete its inveatigationJ, determine

2 whether the reported abuse, neglect, or exploitation was

3 "confiraed," "indicated," or "unfounded"J, and report its

4 findings to the department•• central abuse registry i.n!'J:

s tracking 1rstem.
' Section 26. Subsection■ (ll, (4), and (5) of ■ection 

71415.107, Florida Statute■, are amended to read1 

II 415.107 Confidentiality of reports and records in 

'leases of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of aged persons or

10 disabled adults. --

11 (1) In order to protect the rights of the individual 

12 or other per■ons responsible for the welfare of an aged person 

13 or disabled adult, all records concerning reports of abuse, 

14 neglect, or exploitation of the aged person or disabled adult, 

15 including reports ■ade to the central abuse registry .IJlSI 

16 tracking svatmp and-to-desi�nated-afin,-and-adwlt-aerviees 

17 diatriet-offiee■-of-the-Hpart:Jllent, and all records generated 

18 as a result of such reports ■hall be confidential and exe■pt 

19 froll\ the provision• of s. llt.07(1) and shall not be disclosed 

20 except as specifically authorized bys■• 415.101-415.113. 

t1 (4l The nue of any person reporting adult abuse, 

22 neglect, or exploitation shall in no case be released to any 

23 person other than eaployee■ of the department responsible for 

24 adult protective services, the central abuse registry .lml 

2S trackinq IY■tea, or the appropriate state attorney without the 

26 written consent of the person reporting abuse, neglect, or 

27 exploitation when dee•ed necessary by the state attorney or 

ta the departllent to protect an aged person or disabled adult who 

29 i• the subject of a report, provided the fact that such person 

30 made the report is not disclosed.' This does not prohibit the 

31 subpoena of a person reporting adult abu■e, neglect, or 

53 
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1 exploitation when deemed nece■■ary by ;the state attorney or 

Z the depart.ent to protect an aged person or diaabled adult who 

3 i• the aubjec:t of a report, provided the fact that ■uch person 

4 1Lade the report i• not di■cloaed. Any person who report• a 

S case of adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation ■ay, at the till• 

i be •ake• the report, re1ue■t that the departaent notify bi.a 

7 that an ad\llt protective aervices investigation occurred•• a 

a result of the report. The departllent shall aail such a notice 

9 -to the Ntporter within 10 workinf days of the coapletion of 

10 the adult protective aervice■ investigation. 

11 CSU a I The departaent ■ball ■-arch it■ cont:ral abuae 

IZ regi■try an4 k9gkfpq RliM records pursuant to the 

13 "'•uirl!llent■ or••· 110.1127, 393.0655, 39".457, 396.0425, 

14 397.0715, •oz.305111, <tOZ.3055, 402.313, 409.175, 409.176, and

lS tst.o, for the existence of a confined report made on the 

16 personnel as defined in the foregoing proviaiona. The aearch 

17 ■ball also include indicated report■ prior to July 1, 1987. 

18 Report■ prior to 1978 shall not be included. If the search 

19 reveal■ an indicated report prior to �uly 1, 1987, the 

20 departaent shall review the report to detel'lftine whether the 

21 indicated report ■hall r&lftain classified as 11indicated11 or 

22 shall be classified aa 11confin.ed11 according to the 

23 definition■ in s. 415.102. If the report reaain• classified 

24 as "indicated," ¼he individual shall not be dis111ualified. If 

25 the report ia classified as "confirmed," the departaent shall 

26 notify the individual according to the provisions in •• 

2 415.103(3)(d). 1be departaent ■hall report the exi■tence of 

28 any confinned report and advise the authorized licensing 

29 agency, applicant for licensure, or other authorized agency or 

30 person of the results of the search, the date of the report, 

31 whether 30 days have elapsed for re�uests for expunction or 

5" 
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l amencbn.ent, failure of 'the alleged perpetrator to respond

Z pursuant to•· 41S.103(3)(d), and result■ of any hearing

J conducted by the ■ecretary and any subsequent aclaini■trative

4 he.aring. The departlftent shall not release any inforaation on

5 unfounded or indicated report■• Prior to a search being

• conducted, the department or its de•ignee shall notify such

7 person that an in1uiry will be made. The departlllent shall

8 notify each person for whom a aearch is conducted of 'the

• reaults of the •earch upon re41uest.

10 (b) The departlllent shall, upon receipt of an 

11 application of a person applying for an initial licenae or 

lZ renewal of a licen■e for a facility to provide day or 

13 residential care for 'aged per■ons or diaabled adulta, search 

1- it• central abuse registry and tracking 1vste111 for the

.s existence of a confirmed report of child or adult abu■e,

1, neglect, or exploitation as defined in as. 415.l0tllJ, (SJ,

17 19), 111), and (11) and 415.S03131, 151, and 19} and advise

18 the licensing agent of any report found and the results of the

19 investigation conducted pursuant thereto, including whether 30

Z0 day■ have elapsed for re1ue■t■ for expunction or amendMent,

Zl failure of the perpetrator to respond pursuant to•·

ZZ 415.10313lfdl or•· 415.504(4JCdl, and results of any hearing

23 conducted by the secretary and any ■ubsequent administrative

24 hearing held on the report. Such a report shall di••ualify an

25 individual froa licensure, but the departlllent may grant an 

z, exemption frOII\ di■1ualification if the departaent ha■ clear 

Z7 and convincing evidence to support a reasonable belief that 

z• the per■on is of good character so as to ju■tify an exemption. 

z, The per■on shall bear the burden of setting forth sufficient 

30
,

evidence of rehabilitation, including, but not lillited to. the 

31 circuastancea surrounding the incident, the nature of the harm 
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l occa•ioned to the victia, and the history of the person since

2 the incident, or ■uch other circ1111.stances that shall by the

3 aforuentioned standarda indicate that the person will not 

4 preHnt a danger to the safety or well-being of aged persons

Sor diaaltled adult■• The decision of the department regarding

6 an exN1.ption may be contested through a hearing pursuant to

7 chapter lZO. A dia,;ualified person aay alao re•ueat mnenmlent

a or expunction of the report pursuant to s. 41S.103(3Jld). For

• purposes of a licenau.re application, these r•ediea must be

10 r941ueated within 30 days of notification, or be deemed waived. 

11 The departaent shall notify any individual diaqualif'ied frOlll 

12 licenaure of the right -to appeal that di■•ualification, of 

13 reaediea available, and of the time liait for re•uesting ■uch 

14 reaedi•• pursuant to the proviaion■ of this subsection. The 

15 department aay i■■ue no licenae until screening procedure■ 

li and, if necessary, acainiatrative remedies are coaiplete. 

17 However, a conditional or provisional license may be i■aued in 

18 the case of an exi■ting licensed facility for only that ti.Ile 

19 necessary -to coaplete the above screening procedures and 

20 achiniatrative reaedie■• No application for licensure shall 

21 be dee11.ed coaplete until all re41ue■ted acreening information 

22 bas been correctly submitted pursuant to department procedure. 

Z3 Seetion Z7. Sub■ection (Z) of ■ectton 415.111, Florida 

Z4 Statute■, ia uended, and subsection (5) is added to said 

25 section, to reads 

26 415.111 Penalties for failing to report or preventing 

27 report, or for disclosing confidential inforaation, relating 

28 to abuae, neglect, or exploitation of aged per■on or di■abled 

29 adult or for act of ■uch abuse, neglect, or exploitationi 

30 Penalties tor makin« false reports,--

31 
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(fl Any person who knowingly and willfully aakes 

2 public or discloses any confidential infonation contained in 

3 the central abuse registry and tracking system, or in other 

4 computer sy•tems, or in the records of any case of abuse, 

5 neglect, or exploitation of an aged person or disabled adult, 

, except a■ provided in••· 415,101-415.113, i• guilty of a 

7 misdem.eanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in•· 

8 775.oaz, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

9 (§) Any Person wh0 knowingly apd willf011Y ■•kes' 

10 false reeort of abuse, nealect, or exploitation of an aqed 

11 person or disabled adult, or any Person who advises another to 

12 make a false reeort, is quflty of a mi1de•eanor of the second 

13 degree, Punishable as provided ins, 775,082, •• 775,0§�, or 

14 s, 775,0§4, Anyone making a rvort who is acting in aood 
lS faith is immune froa any liability ypder this subsection, 
16 Section 28. Subsection I�) of section 415.503, Florida 

171Statutes, is amended to read, 

111 415.503 Definitions of terms used in ss. 415.502-

191415.514.--As used in as. 415.502-415.514, 

20 (4) "Child protection team" means a teu of 

21 professionals established by the department to receive 

22 referrals fr011 the Protective investiaators ain,le-int■ke and 

23 protective pupervi■ion serviees staff of the children, youth, 

2� and families program and to provide specialized and supportive 

25 services to the program in proce•sing child abuse and neglect 

26 case■• A child protection tea• shall provide consultation to 

t7 other programs of the departlllent and other persons on child 

l& abuse and neglect caaes pursuant to a. 415.5055(1)(g). 

2' Section 29. Paragraphs (a) and Cb) of subsection (2) 

30
,

and subsection (4) of section 415.504, Florida Statutes, are 

31 uendecl to read, 

57 

COOitc: Morels stri-oker1 are deletionsJ words i-nderlinad are additions. 



Florida Hou.-� lepre■entativ•• - 1,ea 
l87-504A-5-a 

CS/Has 61� & other■ 

11 
415.504 Mandatory report• of child abuse or neglect• 

2 aandatory reports of death1 central abuse registry aml 

3ltraekina tvatem..--
"' C2)Cal £&ch report of known or aupected child abu.•e 

Sor neglect pursuant to thia aection shall be made inunediately 

, to the departaent 1s central abu.M registry and tracking ■Yst• 
7 on the single statewide toll-tree telephone n1.111ber er-�ireetly 

a W-the-ieeal-effiee-o•-tho-clepa�h•nt-responsi-le-fer 
9 inve•tifation-d-reporta-Jftado-p•r•••nt-te-thi•-•eetion. 

18 (�) Each report made by a peraon in •n occupation 

11 deaignated in aubaect1on ll) shall be confimed in writing to 

12 the local office of the department desiaoated by the central 

13(ahuu FMiltEV and tracking IVltM within 48 hours of the 
1• initial report. 
15 (41Cal The departaent shall establi•h and ••intain a 

16 central abuae registry and taSkina SYl:tem whic� shall receive 

l Ill report• made pur■uant to this section in writing or

�• throufh a ■ingle statewide toll-frff telephone nUJ11.ber which

1t •�Y person aay uae to report �own or ■u•pected child abu•• or

ZO neglect at any hqur of th.• day o� night, any day of the week.

21 Th• ceotpl abuse regi•try and trackina tYl:tM ■hall be

ZZ operated in au.ch a aanner as to enable the departaent toi
21 1. Ilu.ediately i•ntify and locate 1rior reports or
Z4 ca•••� child abuse or neglect through utilization of the
zs M■arWnt•■ autaated trackina 1rate1-
z, 2. MoniW and llef'•�•rl� eval�•t� the •ffectivene■s of

27th• department•• program. tor rvortina, invastiaatina, and 

za elauifvina 1u1eectod abu1e or n��lKt of •""-�•Ml-ne,lee'"'1 

29 children through the development and analysi■ of stati■tical 

30 and other infor11ation. 

31 

sa 
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3. I[a2k C[iii;il 1te21 lD tbe &nv11t!mai!xe 2E�e11

12 ensu[e ;211eli1n;g with ill [egu&t1m1nts fot IDY tl!Ort 2f 

11?Ys1 or Dlilect. 

4, HliDtliD IDd !£251Y21 liir1iate •:Yiiltial EA!2[tl 

menlt2EiDf eattetn1 2f 12:21:b cbil� lml!I IDd cb&I� DUl12Sr:t1 

s. §sri1 a1 I Ell2!1�ce t2r tbe evaluat&2Dz man11a1utz

IDd !liDDiDI 2f !El!lntive and £Dldial 1�rvic11 f2E �bildren 

wb2 baxt 1:21:en subjgct t2 1�u1e 0£ n11i1ct. 

(bl Upon receiving an oral or written report of known 

or suspected. child abuse or neglect, the central abu■e 

regi■try and tracking 1x1tem shall determine if the re,2rt 

E19iiEII ao i!!IIU!diltl 20-si:b; er21tctiie inxe•tia1ti201 Fot 

UP2Etl tl:!9iEiDa ID ilassliat1 20-1&:Y ![2tm2tiv1 

iD!l■tia1tl2Dz tb1c1ntr111lul1e rKilt£Y IDd tackina IYl:ta 

1b1ll i!ll!ISli1:UlY D2tif� tbl lill!IE:timlDi'I U1ianat1d !2bildr■D1 

Y2Ytbz and fnllil:1 di1trict 1:Blff [1122Dlibll f2r 2[2tecti�I 

ioxe1tiati2D1i21011m ib�i •n 2n-1ii1 inv�siia1ii2n ii

!t2!!!il� initi1D�, F2[ [IP2[ts n2t rs9YiEiDa ID i,magdfai1

2n-1ii1 Pll?i:1xiix1 inv11iia1ii2nz ibl cental 1�Y1• t1ai1iEY

1nd tr1ckina 1�1tmm 1b1ll 02iit� ib1 dR!■E:blaot'■ d11i�n•i•�

�bil�!iSDz Y2Yibz IDd fl!!ilill dilt[igt 1t1ft [IS!QDSibh fstI

![2i1;tiv1 inv11iWii201 in IYffiCilDi t!Jna i2 lllsm fg;[ ID

iox11tiQ:1tis!:n i2 121: coam1nsa:� within g!f: b2Y[lr M tb1 ii•! of

D2iifiati2D gf diliEMr:t 1taf� wttb t11e1�t t2 ibl El!2Eiz ih!

Glbitll 112111 aaili[Y •nd i[IG�ina -�·- sb1ll •112 P[2!:isll

iofstm1ii2n 2n 1ny etexi2YI t1e2ti ,2ncetnina 1 11�j1ci 2f: iba

!r1ant E11!2[t O[ IDY !l[t&neni int2m1iion [el!tixg i2 tbe

![IUDi El22Et 2[ IDY ngte� 1atlie[ [e!ott1 illfflediate!r-notify

the-!oea!-offiee-of-the-depar¼llent-with-respeet-to-the-report7 

any-previo•s-report-eoneernin�-a-••�;eet-of-ttte-present

reporty-or-any-other-pertinent-infol'lftation-re!atiYtt-thereto.
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(cl Upon completion of it■ inve■tigation, the local 

2 office of the departaent ■hall cla■sify report■ as 
3 "confirmed," "indicated," or 11unfovnded. 11 At this time the 

4 departaent shall notify the parent or guardian of the child, 

S the child if appropriate, and the alleged perpetrator if other 
6 than the child'• parent or IJ'lardian, of the coapletion of it■ 

7 inve■tigation of the report and whether the report i■ 

a claaaif'ied •• 11confimed, 11 "indicated,"' or "unfounded.'" All 

9 identifying inf'omation in the central abuse registry mld 
10 traekiM IYP:tM or other eo11pu'ter ■y■tem■ or records -that is 

11 related to unfounded reports shall be expunged 1 year after 

12 the c:a'se i• classified as "'unfounded. 11 All identifying" 
13 inforaation in the ceniAl abu■e registry and tracking IY•iM 
14 or other c01tputer ay■tem.s or records that is related to an 

lS indicated report ■hall be expunged frOlll the central abuse

16 registry and trKkiDI 1y1tem 7 years frOffl. the date of the last 

17 indicated report concerning any person n-ed in the report. 

18 All info.raation, other than identifying infomation, related 
19 to indicated or unfounded report■ at the tilile of expunction 

20 ■hall be disposed of in a manner deemed appropriate by the 
Zl departaent and pursuant to s■• 119.041 and %57.3,(7). 

22 Unfounded and-illClieated report• ahall only be indexed by the 

23 naae or the child to detect pattern■ of abu■e or neglect. 

2� Persons named in the unfounded or indicated reports shall not 

2S be identified as alleged perpetrator■• All infol'lllation in the 

2, central abuse registry and tracking IYl¼M or other c011puter 
27 syste111.s or records shall be aubject to the confidentiality 

28 provi■ion• in•· 415.51. 
29, (d)l. Where it i• shown that the record is inaccurate
30

1
or inconsistent with sa. 415.501-415.514, the departaent ■hall

31 -end or expunge the record. The department shall notify the 

,o 
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l parent or guardian of the child, the child if appropriate, and

2 the alleged perpetrator if other than the child's parent or
3 guardian of what a,nendllent is aade to the record or of the

4 expunction of the record.
5 2. Subse�uent to the coapletion of the department's

, investigation, any alleged perpetrator of a confirmed report 

7 may ret11uest the secretary to a■end or expunge the ca■e record 

8 and all identifying infor•ation in the central abuse registry 

• and tracking syp;tea or other coaputer sy■tems or records
10 pertaining to that report on the ground• that the record is

11 inaccurate or i• being maintained in a aanner inconsistent

12 with••• 415.501-415.514. 

13 3. Notice to the alleged perpetrator of a confil'lllled

41 report shall state that, 

15 

16 

a. The report ha■ been cla■sified as confiraed.5

b. The �lleged perpetrator of a cont'irmed report aay
17 be diSll(ualified fr011 working with children or the 
18 develop■entally disabled or fr0111. working in sensitive 

19 po■itions involving the care� children, the developmentally 
20 di■abled, disabletl adult■, or aged per■on•• 

21 c. The alleged perpetrator aay re�ueat amendllent or

22
,

expunction of the confirmed report, if the alleged perpetrator
23 does not agree with the classification, 

24 d. The retl(ue■t by the alleged perpetrator for

25 amenlil.ent or expunction of the confiraed report auat be 

26 received by the departaent within 30 days after the alleged 

27 perpetrator receives notice of the classification of the 

.S report, 

2' e. The alleged perpetrator can obtain aore infomation

30
1

by calling the person whose name and telephone number are

31 provided in the noticet and 

61 
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1 f. The failure to tillely a■k for aaencin.ent or

Z
l
axpunction aean• the alleged perpetrator agree■ not to conte■t 

3 the clasaification of the report. 
" 

Notice to the alleged perpetrator aball be aent by certified 
.1 •• 11. 
7 4. Failure to reapond Within the tiln.e apecified in
8laullparagraph 3. aeana that the alleged perpetrator agr .. a not 

to conteat the cla■sification of the report. The alleged 
10 perpetrator aay within l year of the classification of the 

11 report aa confinn.ed r9t1ue■t the department to set aside a 

12 confiraed report where it can lte ■hown that the failure to a■k 

13 ror -ndllent or expunction wa■ due to excu■a�l• n-,lect or 
1, 

1 

i. 

fraud. The ■tandard for exeusable neglect or fraud ■hall be 

in the ltulea of Civil Procedure.•• provided 

5. If the alleged perpetrator a■ka for amendll.ent or 
17lexpunation, the secretary aay -end or expunge the record. 

18 the secretary refu■ea or doe■ not act within 30 day■ after 

If

1 receivin• such a reawueat, the alleged perpetrator ■hall have 

20 the right to an aclliniatrative hearing to contest whether the 
21 record or the report should k aaended or expunged. At the 

22 chapter 120 hearinr the departllent shall prove by a 

23 preponderance of evidence that the perpetrator comaitted the 
abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuses to amend or 

25 expunge and the alleged perpetrator fail• to timely aak for an 
2, adlliniatrative hearing, the failure to tiaely ask shall ■ean 
27 that the alleged perpetrator agree• not to contest the 

28 secretary'■ deciaion and the findings of the confimed report 

2, of abuse or neglect. If the secretary refuse■ to aaend or 

30 expunge and the alleged perpetrator aaks for an adlliniatrative 

31 hearing and the depart■ent's classification is upheld, the 
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1 report shall reaain as confimed. Any person who is naaed in 

2 an indicated report shall not have the right to challenge the 

3 departaent 1s classification system through the department or 

4 throu.gh an adlninistrative hearing under chapter 120. 

5 ,. The confidentiality of the abuse or nealect report 

, shall, to the extent possible, be maintained during the 

7 adl\inistrative hearing process. The adllinistrative hearing 

8 shall be closed, the adlllinistrative files shall be closed and 

9 not disclosed to the public under•· 119.0711), and any 

10 identifying infor•ation in the rec0m111ended or final order 

11 ■hall be deleted prior to publishing pursuant to chapter 120. 

12 Section 30. Paragraph• lb) and If) of subaection Cll 

13lot section 415.505, Florida Statute■, are amended to read, 

14 415.505 Child protective investigationsJ institutional 

15lchild abuse or neglect investigations.--

16 

17 

11 l 

lb) For each report it receives, the depart.ent ■hall 

l&lperform. an onsite child protective investigation to, 

19 l, Determine the composition of the family or 

20 household, including the naae, address, date of birth awe, 

21 1oci•l 1ecYritY nu■ber, sex, and race of each child nal!led in 

tt the report• any siblings or other children in the same 

23 household or in the care of the sa■e adult•• the parents or 

24 other persona re■ponsible for the child's welfare• and any 

25 other adults in the same household. 

z, 2. Deter111ine whether there is indication that any 

27 child in the family or household is abused or neglected, 

28 including a deteraination of har11; or threatened harm to each 

2, child• the nature and extent of present or prior injuries, 

30 abu■e, or neglect, and any evidence thereofJ and a 

31 deter•ination as to the person or persons apparently 

,3 
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l' 

2 
3 

" 

5 

'i 

a 

• 

10 

11, 

12 
13 

l't 

15 

1, 

17 
111 
19 
20; 

::1 23
12'>1

25' 

2, 

27 

28 

291 
30: 
311 

responsible for the abuae or neglect, includina the name, 
lilrilEe11 r sliH 2f l!iEib 1 1252:i.il l!li:Hri� DYmmlE 1 ·� 1 Ind ma 
2f 1Gb EIEIOD isl:� 2l111ifi1d II ID lllliild !l[PeiEltor in I 

;2nfim1d t!:POEi, Ao illam IIE!eiEIW in I 22nfitml� 
EIEQr:I; 2f imliU 2E uaJ.tst!i 111AU11 eooa11:1!i1 in :libl PE2lt:i1ion 2f 

ibl rg9yi1:1d sll:lii fgr tb� isllntifiati2n IDd t1:12kiDi IY!i!llla 

to De fullest extent ,oasible• 
3. Determine the J.nunediate and lon•-tem risk to each

child :libE2Y�b Ytiliatism gf IHDdlEdilU Eilk •�1111111•ni 
in1trY11ent1 if-the-ehild-reaaina-in-•he-eeis•inf-holle 

enwiromnent. 

". Deteraine the protective, treatnent, and 
Ueliorative services necessary to safeguard and enaure the 
child 1a well-being and development and cause the deliYIEY of 

tbo11 HEYiQII tbEOYab tbl !IElt iDtlEYIDiion 2f :till 

sllelE:limlDill H2EklE E11!2D&i�ll for !E2Yi■ion IDd IID■�ement 
2f isllntifi!!SI IIE!i&:11 in OllllE 7-if-po9■i-le7 to preaerve and 
stabilize family life, if po11ibll• 

lfl No later than 30 day• after receiving the initial 
report, the local office of the departllent shall complete its 

inve■tigation, detent.ine whether the reported abuse waa 

confiraec:l, indicated, or unfounded, and report its findings to 
the depart■ent•s ,enttal abuse registry and trackina svstem•

Section 31, Sub■ection 11) of aeetion 415.5055, 

Florida Statute■, is amended to read, 

415.5055 Child protection teamaJ servicesJ eligible 

caaes.--Tb• departaent shall develop, aaintain, and coordinate 

the services of one or more ■ultidiaciplinary child protection 

teaas in each of the service di■tricta of the departaent. 

Su.ch team■ ■ay be c0111.poaed of representatives of appropriate 

'" 
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l
l

health, mental health, social service, legal service, and law

2 enforceaent agencie■•

3 11) The department shall utilize and convene the tea.as

� to ■upplenent the protectiye inyestiqation sin•le-intake and 

5 protective 1uperyi5ion services activities of the children, 

i youth, and families program of the department. Nothing in 

7 this section shall be construed to remove or reduce the duty 

a and re■ponsibility of any person to report pursuant to s. 

9 415.504 all au■pected or actual cases of child abu.se or 

10 neglect or sexual abuse of a child. The role of the tens 

11 shall be to support activities of the program and to provide 

12 services deemed by the teams to be necessary and appropriate 

13 to abused and neglected children upon referral. The 

14 specialized diagnostic assesuent, evaluation, coordination, 

15 consultation, and other supportive services that a child 

1, protection team ahall be capable of providing include, but are 

17 not limited to, the followings 

111 la) Kedical diagnosis and evaluation services, 

19 including provision or interpretation of X rays and laboratory 

20 teat■, and related services, as needed, and docW1entation of 

21 findings relative thereto. 

zz lb) Telephone consultation services in emergencies and 

23lin other situations. 

2" (cJ Medical evaluation related to abuse or neglect, a■ 

25 defined by department policy or rule. 

2i Id) Such psychological and psychiatric diagnosis and 

27 evaluation services for the child or hi■ parent or parents, 

ta guardian or guardians, or other care givers, or any other 

29 individual involved in a child abuse or neglect case, as the 

30 team ■ay detemine to be needed. 

31 

,s 
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l (el Short-term psychological treatment. It i■ the

2 intent of the Legi■lature that short-tem p■ycbological 

3 treatlllent be li.aited to no aore than, months' duration after 

4 treataent ia initiated, except that the appropriate district 

acainiatrator aay authorize aucb treataent for individual 

6 children beyond thi■ limitation if the administrator deems it 

7 appropriate. 

8 (fl Expert aedical, psychological, and related 

9 pr�e■■ional teatiaony in court caaea. 

10 (gJ Case staffing■ to develop, iapleanent, and monitor 

11 treatment plans for children who■e cases have been referred to 

12th• teaa. A child protection team may provide consultation 

13 with respect to a child who ha■ not been referred to the team, 

14 IMat who i■ alleged or i■ shown to be altuaed, which 

15 conaultation shall N provided at the re•u•at of a 

16 repre■ent.ltive of the children, youth, and fuilies program or 

17 at the rftll(ue■t of any other profea■ional involved with a child 

18 or hi■ parent or parent■, guardian or guardian■, or other care 

19 givers. In every ■uch child protection teui. case staffing, 

20 conaultation, or staff activity involving a child, a children, 

21 you.th, and families program repre■entative shall attend and 

%2 participate. 

23 lb) case service coordination and assistance, 

24 including the location of Hrvice■ available froa other public 

2S and private agencies in the c011J11unity. 

2, Ii) Such training services for progru and other 

%7 departaent ellployeea as 1• cleelled �ppropriate to enable th• 

2 to develop and aaintain their profea■ional skills and 

Z9 abilitiea in handling child abUse and neglect case■• 

30 lj) Educational and conu,.unity awaren••• caapaigns on 

31 child abuse and neglect in an effort to enable citizens more 

66 
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l
l

successfully to prevent, identify, and treat child abuse and

2 neglect in the c011111tunity.

3 Section 32. Subsection (1) of section 415.S07, Florida 

41Statutes, is amended to reada 

5 41S.S07 Photographs, medical examinations, X rays, and 

6fmedical treat•ent of abused or neglected child.--

7 (1) Any person required to investigate cases of

8 suspected child abuse or neglect may take or cause to be taken 

, photographs of the areas of trauma visible on a child who is 

10 the subject of a report and, if the areas of trauma visible on 

11 a child indicate a need for a medical examination, aay cause 

12 the child to be referred for diagnosis to a licensed physician 

13 

 
or an eaergency department in a hospital without the consent 

of the cbild 1s parents, legal guardian, or legal custodian. 

Such examination may be Performed by an advanced registered 

1, nurae practitioner licensed eur,uant to chapter 464. Any 

17 licensed physician, gr advanced registered nurse practitioner 

18 licensed pur1uant to chapter 4642 who has reasonable cause to 

19 suspect that an injury was the result o� child abuse may 

20 authorize a radiological exaaination to be performed on the 

21 child without the consent of the child's parent, legal 

22 guardian, or legal custodian. 

Z3 Section 33. Subsection (2) of section 415.509, Florida 

241Statutes, is amended to read, 

Z5 41S.S09 Responsibilities o� public agencies with 

Z•
,
respeet to prevention, identification, and treatllent of child 

27 abuse and child neglect) educational and training program.a.--

.e (2J The department shall, within available 

29 appropriations, conduct a continuing publicity and education 

30 program. for district staff and officials required to report 

31 and any other appropriate persons to encourage the fullest 

67 
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1 degree of reporting of ■uapected child abuse or neglect. The 

2 program shall include, but not be limited to, inforaation 
J concerning the reapon■ibilitie■, obligations, and powers 
4 provided under ••· 415.50Z-415.514J the aethoda for diagnosis 
5 of child alMlse or neglectJ and the procedures of the child 

6 protective service program, the circuit court, and other duly 

7 authorized agencies. In developing training progr�• for 

8 di■trict staff, the department ■hall place •pha■i• on 
• pre■ervice and inaervice training for 2rotoct1vo inveatiaation

10 sinwle-intake, protective IYPIFY11iOD •erYiees, and foster

11 care at<illff which would include skills in diagnosis and

12 treataent of child ab\lae and nagloct and procedure■ of the
13 child protective ayatera and judicial proces■, 
14i Seetion 34. Subsections (1), (4), (5), (6), and 17) of 
15 ■ection 415.51, Florida Statute■, are uended to reada 
16 415,51 Confidentiality of reports and records in cases 
17 � child abuse or neglect.--
18 (1) In order to protect the rights of the child and 
19 hi■ parents or other persona responsible for the child's 

20 welfare, all record■ concerning reports of child abuse or 
21 neglect, including reports made to the Srt:Otral abuse registry 

22 and traekina svstM an�-te-.loeal-offieea-of-the-elep■rtaent and 
23 all record• generated as a result of aucb reports, shall be 

24 confidential and exempt fr011 the provisions of•· 119.07(1) 

ts and aball not be diaclo■ed except aa apecifically authorized 

26 by ••· 415,502-415.514. Such ex911ption from•· 119,07(1) 

27 applies to information in the poase■■ion of those entities 

28 granted aeee■s aa set forth in this section. 
29, t�J The department shall aearch it• central abuse 

30
,

registry and tracking ■Ystem record■ pursuant to the

31 re.uirement■ of ••• 110.1127, 393.o,ss, 394.457, 396.042.5� 
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1 397.0715, °'02.30511l, 402.3055, 402.313, 409.175, 409.176, and 

2 959.06 for the existence of a confiraed report •ade on the 

3 personnel aa defined in the foregoing provisions. The search 

4 ab.all also include indicated reports prior to �uly 1, 1987. 

5 leports prior to 1978 ■hall not be included, If the search 

6 reveal• an indicated report prior to �uly 1, 1987, the 

7 department shall review the report to detemine whether the 

8 indicated report shall reaain classified as indicated or shall 

9 be classified a■ confirmed according to the definitions in•· 

10 415.503. If the report remains classified a■ indicated, the 

11 individual may not be dis1ualified. If the report i■ 

12 classified as confinned, the departlllent shall notify the 

13 individual according to the proviaions of•· 415.504(4)(dl. 

14 The departllent shall report the existence of any confirmed 

5 report of abuse and advise the authorized licensing agency, 

16 applicant for l icense, or other authorized agency or person of 

17 the result■ of the search, the date of the report, whether 30 

18 day■ have elapsed for re41uests for expunction or amendment, 

19 failure of the alleged perpetrator to respond pur■uant to s. 

20 415.504(41Cdl, result■ of any hearing conducted by the 

21 aecretary and any sub■e1uent adainistrative hearing, and in 

22 the case of judicial detemination of abuse, the procedure for 

23 inspection of court record• a■ set forth in•· 39.41113). The 

Z4 department shall not release any information on unfounded or 

2S indicated reports. Prior to a search being conducted, the 

26 departaent or it■ deaignee ■hall notify such per■on that an 

27 inquiry will be made, The department shall notify each per■on 

ze for whom a ■earch is conducted of the results of the search 

z, upon re�ueat. 

30 (5) The department shall, with the written con■ent of 

31I• person applying to a licensed child-placing agency for the 

,, 
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l adoption of a child, search its central abuse registry .Ami

2 tracking IYltP for the exi■tence of a confin1ed report and

3 advise the licensed child-placing agency of any such report

4 fou.nd and the results of the inveatigation conducted purauant

5 thereto, including whether 30 day■ have elapsed for re�uests

6 for expunction or amenC.ent, failure of the alleged

7 perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 415.50414lldJ, and

8 result■ of any hearing conducted by the secretary and any

9 subse�uent admini■trative hearing held on the report.

10 (6) Except as provided in subsection (4), the

11 departinent ■hall, with the written consent of a person

12 applying to work with children a■ a volunteer or a■ a paid

13 employee for a public or private nonprofit agency, or for an

14 individual family, search its central abuse registry i.D.51
15 tracking system for the existence of a confirmed report and

16 ■hall advise ■uch agency or family of any such report found

17 and the results of the investigation conducted pursuant

18 thereto, including �hether 30 day■ have elapsed for recruests

19 for expunction or aaendment, failure of the alleged

20 perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. J15,504(�)CdJ, and 

21 result■ of any hearing conducted. by the secretary and any 

22 ■ubse.uent administrative hearing held on the report. 

23 ( 7 l The na11.e of any person reporting child abuse or 

24 neglect shall not be releaaed to any person other than 

25 uployees of the department re■ponaible for child protective 

26 ••rvices, the central abuse registry and tracking svstea• or 

27 the appropriate state attorney without the written consent of 

28 the person reporting. This does not prohibit the subpoenaing 

29 o� a person reporting child abuse or neglect when deemed 

30 neces■ary by the atate attorney or the department to protect a 

31 child who ia the subJect of a report, provided the fact that 
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auch peraon aade the report is not disclosed. Any person who l 

2 

3 

' reports a case of child abuse or neglect may, at the tiae he 

i makes the report, request that the department notify hi• that 

a child protective investigation occurred as a result of the " 

5 i report. The department shall mail such a notice to the 

t reporter within 10 day■ of the completion of the child ' 

7
. protec:tive investigation. 

I Section 35. Section 415.511, Florida Statutes, is II 

9 � amended to read, 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

a 

17 

111 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2i 

27 

211 

2, 

30 

31 

415.511 Immunity from liability in cases of child 

abuse or neglect.--

II Hal Any person, official, or institution 

participating in good faith in any act authorized or re�uired 

by••· 415.502-415.514 shall be ilutune frOlll any civil or 

criainal liability which might otherwiae result by rea■on of 

■uch action.

I bl �ceet II !E2iislld in I• 41�:50�(§J(f)1 n2tbiDi 

g2ailiD!d in tbis sesii2D lb!ll mi de1med to aE!Dl immuniixz 

�iXil 2[ �riminalz to !DX EIEl2n •YIE@�ted of hgvjna 11!:!.!l!HI 2E 

n11l1;iml A childz O[ g211miii1� ID� ill�aal act U!2D 2[ 

lll!UD•i I shil!il, 

12HaJ No resi!Un:I: 2[ !l!!!!loxee 2f a facili:b: 11aina: 

sibil!ilBD max be subj1gi1� ;l:o te!Ei!al or discham� m!g1u11 2f. 

bil 1xli2DI in te!ortina: alul11 O[ n�alegi eursuant i2 ibl 

[l!Yi[m!l!Di! of thi1 11;tign1 

lbl An� E![l2D m1kini a EIE2[i under tb11 s��ii2D 

1b1il bave a ciiil ,ay11 2t acti2D fo[ aeeroeti1t1 

221D!ens1to[x and EYDiiiv1 damaa:a1 aiainst an� e1ts2n whg 

x111es cleirlllental �lniel in ibg 1•elo�ent statys of 1y;b 

tl!2Eiina: 21rtx b� [G!IS?D gf his •1kini such £1e2ti1 Any 

dli[illegtal chanil ml� in tbt t•1id1ncx or emelol!!!1ni 1i1h1 
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l 

2 

3 

" 

5 
' 

7 

a, 

, 

101 
11 
12 
13 

1• 

15 

16 

17 

J.a 

1, 

20 

Zl 

Z2 

23 

2'1 

25 

z, 

27 

2a 

z, 

30 

31 

2'f IS&Slb IIEl2D1 iDSi!iY�iDR1 lnli D2t iimitlSI t21 di1xl11EaR1 

HEmiDliie.D I dam.oi:i2D I tUDilfl[ 1 2t ElslYSitU.20 iD l!ill:'. 2[ 

121:Dlfiil 2E 1121:k lli!illRll1 2� D!:llti!I 1i1i11ti2n1 wiibiD I 

!t11,1ilmsl 1g1:i2'1 2f iial 11811 g•ii�lilb I Ellmitl�l!

!Ul!ID!ti2b iblt IYQb 1,ii2n KIi Billili2E�1
Section 3'. Subaection 121 of aeetion •15.513, Florida 

Statute■, is -•nded, and ■ub■ection 13) i• added to Aid 

■ection, to read,

415.513 Penalties for failing to report or preventing 

another per■on fr011 reporting. or disclosing confidential 

infoz.atiOn relating to, a case ot child abuM or neglect,1 

11n1iti11 fs!E ■UiDI I f1lu t!:!2Ei---
I ti Any peraon who knowingly and willfully ■akes 

public or discloM■ any confidential intonation contained in 

the untral alMlae registry and tEKkioq 1v1;ttm or in the 

rKord■ of ariy child abuae or neglect ca■e, except as provided 

in ••• '115.502-415.51,., ia guilty of• miademeanor of the 

'aeoond clegre., puni■haltle as provided in •· 775.oaz, •· 
I ,775.083, or •· 775.-. 
I 
I 13) Am: !1112D Kb2 krlowiDIIY IDd Hill.fKlll llkll I

fllll El!2Ei af 2biid 1ln111 21: nuitsta it ID� 1•t12n Kb2 

ldXilll ID2il:IIE i2 110 I fllH tl:!2ti1 ii RYil:b: 2f A 

mi1staan21 • ital 1acons;I dUEl!h !YDil.lb1l2J.1 II !E2Xids!sl iD 11 

: z:z5.g1ia •• ZZ511HHi1 S:!E ■• Zl.5-91!1 WiDI likiDI I [1!21:i 

Kb9 ,. &Giiu in 12211 fliib ii :taauu fra Im!: lb�ilitv YDdlE 

:11111 I.HIii !itlii91h 
Section 37. Paragraph (a) o� sub■ection 141 of aection 

t5t.06, Florida Statute■, is uended to read, 

,59.0i Departmental contracting power■.--

141 StanQrd■ for screening shall also ensure that th• 

peraona 
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1 la) Kas not been judicially detennined to have 

2
1

comaitted abuse or neglect against� child as defined in a. 

3 39, 0H2➔-anol-f31·11 
� lb) Does not have a confira.ed report of abuse, 

S neglect, or exploitation as defined in•· 415.102(5) which ha■ 

, been uncontested or has been upheld pursuant to s. 

7 415,504C4)Cdll 

a le} Doe■ not have a ponfimed report of abuse, 

9 neglect, o� exploitation a■ �efined in•· 415.102(5) or•· 
10 415.50315) wh�Ch baa be�n uncontested or baa been upheld 

11 pursuant to the procedure■ provided in•· 415.103 or•· 

u�s.��,=

13 Id) paa not c011mitted an act which constitute■ 

1♦ d011eatic violence•• defined in•· 741.30. 
15 Section :sa. Paragrafh lfl is ad�ed to aub■ection 111 

li of ■eetion 39.41, Florida Statµte■, aubaeetion 17) of said 
17 aection ia amended, aub■ectiona (3) thro•gh 17) are renuabeNKI 

18 aa subsection■ (4) through (8), respectively, and a new 

19 subsection 13) ia added to .aid section, to read, 
20 

21 

39.41 Power■ of" diapo■ition.--

11) When any child i■ adjudica�ed �ya court to Ito

22
,

dependent, the co,,rt having juri■dictio� of the child ■balJ 
23 have the power, by order, to1 

2" Cf l AP,rove. ,11qment of the child in an indftendfn:t 

2SI liY&M ,rranae■ont eurauant to•• ,02.1,s tor anv f91ttr �hild 
2,116 YMr1 of a,e er older, if the fo11owioq rosuireent1 an 
2
711W.J. 

28 

z,1 skills. 
30 

t. Tho child hat Won■trated. indf■endent livfnq

2, The child ii capable of functioninq without :tbt 
3lldailv care and neorvi■ion of a res,on■iblt adult, 
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I 

2 

3 

"' 

5 

' 

7 

a 

• 

10 

�. E!itlYiDi !2 11 �2.�5J1 I E•tf2ll!!IID21 l�EIIII!�Di 2E 

1•m1n1ni !:Ll!i:IIIIDi 1110 1i1iiH ib! �al 2f insll11ogeo:t 

lixina !Dsl IISISiiiftiDlil ibl r:1a12111i�ilitie11 il1k11 i1Dd 

1�1�i1:ti201 2f 1111at:ti11 bill MID 1te11r:1d1 lililDmi � ill 

ll!ES!l!tiiil !IEiillz iDd IYti!miiimt i2 the smYEi 112D'1 wi:tb I 

lliiii2D fQE ES!ilH IDd I 12':ill liY�t r�e2r:i1 

!!a Ib1 2bil� gn iDdl!IDsllDi llliDlil liliYI ii HilliDSI 

IDd &bit i2 m1ioi1in EliYIIE !IEi!il:dis cooi12i Xiib ibl 

llc1aE:iill•nl 1:Hlff ilHimn�� i2 bi■ au f2E :lib• IYEl21A or 

'2!1DUlina1 llfi!Diifi!l:inlil !ts?SIDIII m1m iDHIIDHDSill mflEEII 

l L i2 gSll!IYDiix Ellfi!YJ:glS �2E 111i1:boa1 IDd 2iblE fYD2ii2DI II
1

2
1 13 

IEIS!i[ild in ibl KEi:t:teo ur:11m1ni slllSEiltlsl in IY�IIEliEilb 

.L. 

Ii, Ib1 Si2!1Ei bil Uitsl l!islan@ ltll�DDSI !il:D ibe 

nr:it1 2f !l12iDlil :lib• 2bild 2D iDslll!Dden:t lixioa 1Yiys Iii 

"11Ei2!1ii& jy5l,i2i1I mvi�H f2r: !ibiSi:b ill IIEiiSI nm D2ii"sl 

IDd ibl lll1r:ioa bllsl EYEIYIDi i2 ibe [;!Yit1m1ni1 2f 11 

�2.!511 

, ,. Ii Si:ID I!!: cl11Elt 11:li1�li1bl.SI :libii :libil :lit2! Qf 

14 

15 

1, 

17 

18 

l 

z, 

z 

2 

z 

2"> 

25 

z, 

> llHEDlil GIEi IEEID.lellent ii ibl 121i il!E2!:Eilil !IID iDsl

2 

2, 

z 

3, 

3 

L :lil!I:!: ibl llfl� 1D51 Ji!IU:its 2f ibl !mild will D2i litl 

! j!!Stl!ats!,il!ISI �X IYSb ID •tanaem1ni1

I

t Hbilc iD iDsllEID�IDi li�iD� 1iiYlii2011 sbildEID 1b211 lull 

; Qllltodv bil 1211D lll!ltsled i2 ibl sll!IEBeo:li 2E I li21Dlld 

I 2bilsl-atina: 2E 2bil�-2l1ginlil IUD�• O[ Hb2 b•i• litlSD 

7 1olyntBEil� !ll&ld Hiib •YSi:b ID UIDS� b� � IIEIDi1 1D1ardYD1 

S 2[ t!l!:liill Kiibio :liU 11:22DSil slllilEU1 ghali 22DiiDYI :li2 I;!! 

'IY�j�t i2 :libl 2m&E:li El!il!I IE2!t':ili2DS of I• a.!tli�. The 

> &m&Et lbill r:Alil!I ib� 2l1D U11i21!:!il � tb1 sll!IE:limlDi or

l 
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l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

i 

a�gn�� 2ursuant t2 s. 409.1§�14Jlb)l. and in;lude findin�1 

[eiardin� tbe elan. 

( 3) If thg �2urt does n2t commit the child to the 

teme2�r� le�al cust2SI� of an adult relati�e 2 tht �iseositi2n 

Q[�r shgll in�lyde the r;a12ns for 1uch a �ci1ion and shall 

include I dgte;minati2n as to wbgther diliaent eff2tis wera 

' magg � tbe d�e1rtment to locate ag 1dult rel1ii�e w1llin� to 

8 

, 

car1 fQr ibe �hild in or�r to 2resent that 2lac!lm!,ent 02tion 

to the �Q!IIt in lieu of !li�ement with the de!artm.ent1 

1.!!.!H➔ The court may at any time enter an orde 

its jurisdiction over any child, except that, when a c 

been returned to his parents pursuant to subsection !1 

the court shall not terminate its jurisdict.i.on over th 

until, months after the return. 9ased on a report of 

departlllent or agency and any other relevant factora, t 

shall then determine whether ita jurisdiction should b 

continued or terminated in such a caaeJ if its jurisdi 

to be terminated, the court shall enter an order to th 

� effect. 

' Section 39. Paragraph (al of subsection (Zl an 

'. subsection 161 of section 39.44t, Florida Statutes, ar 

: a■ended to read1 

: 39.442 Powera of disposition.--

12llal When any child is adjudicated by the co 

be a child in need of services, the court having juris 

of the child shall have the power, by order, to1 

' 

g 

• 

t 

• 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 

18 

l 

2 

2 

2 

2 

24 

25 

26 

2 

28 

2 

3, 

1. Place the child under the protective superv of 

� an authorized agent of the departllent, either in the c 

1 own h0111e or, the prospective custodian being willing, 

1 home of a relative of the child or in some other suita 

3 place under such reasonable conditions as the court ■a: 
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l
l

direct. P��tective auperviaion aball 1M regularly reviewed by

2 the court and shall continue until the court terminates it.

3 2. Place the child in the teaporary legal custody of

4lan adult relative willing to care for the child. 

SI 3. Colunit the child to a licien•ed child-earing agency

6
1
willing tO receive tbe child. Continued comaitllent to the 

7 licenaed child-caring agency, as well aa all other proceedings 

under thia aaction pertaining to the child, aball additionally 

be governed by the provision• of s. 409.168. 

10 la-. Comm.it the child to the temporary legal custody of 

11 the department. Such COIMlitaent shall invest in the 

12 departaent all rights and responsibilities of a legal 

13 custodian. The department shall not return any child to the 

14 physical care and custody of the person froa whOlft the child 

15 was removed, exeept for abort visitation periods, without the 

16 approval of the court. The term of such COIIUlitn.ent aball 

17 continue until teninated by the court. After the child is 

18 �itted to the teaporary custody� the department, all 

l� further proceedings under this section shall additionally be

20 governed by the provision• of part III and� sT-419Tl68.

Zl (61 Kith respect to a child who is the subject of a

22 performance agresent under E.l:I!...! ST-419Ti68, the court shall

23 return the child to the cuatod.y of the natural parents upon

24 expiration of the agreement if the parents have substantially

25 co.plied with the agreement.

26 Section 40. Subsections (lJ, 14), and 15) of section

27 39.�St, ¥1orida Statutes, are amended to read1

2111 
29 

39.-52 Permanent placeaent plan.--

(�)!.!.! In tbe event the natural parents will not or 

30
1
cannot participate in preparati�n �� a performance agreeaent,

31 the aocial service agency shall submit a full explanation of 

1, 

cooitG: Hords stri:eken are deletions) words u,clar}ined are addition&. 
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the circUllstances and a plan for the penanent place•ent of 

the child to the court KiibiD �g sl!�I if!er the !l1,u1ni 2f. 

ilm ,bild iD foster caEI 2Et if ![l!l[ati2D caon2t Ii!§: 

l 

z 

3 

4 

5 

• ISiQ5a!liablSI within :S sl1;c:11 fS!E a:22:SI !ii:i!!YSe !!b9.!!D 1 ib1 !ii:SHIE:li

• 

7 

II 

' 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

l" 

1.5 

16 

17 

111 

1' 

zo 

Zl 

Z2 

Z3 

Zt, 

25 

26 

Z7 

ZII 

2, 

30 

31 

ml� Sl:EiD:li ID UHD1i2D DS!i 12 1�;11d �g �Ii• f2E :libl tiliDa1 

:libl iEIDiim: � wbi;b 1b1II 121 f2E 1imil1t £ea1on :li2 :libl:li 

!i:S!D:lil iDld iD I 1 39.451(4)(1) within-the-tiffle-as-pro•i4ed-fer-• 

perfeni:anee-arreement. 

!�l In thg fYII l�!IIDl:lii2D of !bl !i:it�um1:li!D!i:II

IYlillli:li:Bd :lig tb1 COY[:li1 the social service agency shall state 

the nature of its effort■ to aecure parental participation in 

the preparation of a perforaance agreement. 

1!!11! Er:i21: 12 :libl tiliDI 2t I !§�n1nt 2l.il;u1ni 

!IIDt a,b !•[IDi lbill 121: ll[�ISI Ki:lib I ;:21:� of :libl !11:JYDID:li

e11,1m1n:li elan sk!ielo21d �� :lib1 1gg:i1I 1e£vice 1a1D;�1 If :lib■

lmc.i:lii2D 2f 20! or l!gtb !IEID:lil ii YDtD2WDz tben i:bil ta,:t

lblll li!:I d25ii:!!IID:li!d ig W[i:liiDI IDd iD!i:lYsle� in !bl eltmlDID:li

!ll!i:•ID:li !l!n sul!!i:li:lil� :li2 ibl !i:2Y[iz �ftst ibA filina 2f

ibl !IDllDIDi !l1ce■eni ellDt if ibl l25:1tion of ID IUIDi

21aoi 121!SiS!l11 knmm 1 :libli !ltlDi lblll tben 121: IIE!I� Kilb I

,21:t 2f :lib1 2gm1ngni 1l1smm1ni 2110.

!I.ID I 

! i, I �i21: :li2 tbs!; tiliDI 2f ibl 21m1nen! !l1,u10:li

ibl 125:iill Bl!ia 1a1n,� lblll 1dii1e e1sm !IEID:li1 

21:111� iDd iD Ktitinaa :libi:li ibl !l1,n1nt 2f ibl gbild ID 

122ib 

f21:li1E ,■ti Ill �IYli in :libl iltmin11i2D 2f !aren:bl tiib:li11 

11Yi 2DI� lfilt D2ii;11051 blltiDa II !E2Xi�ed !D !lti !11 lfa 

lfilt ibl 2110 h11 121:ID 1Ylami:li11d 12 tb1 S2!1E:li1 ID -�uni 

!IEID:li ii l2!=1!edz ibl 12Scill IIE!i�I HID� 1h•il ldlill ihl

!l[IDi1 122:th 2Elll� 1n� iD Hti:liioaa :libi:li ib� !l!C!!IIDi 2f :libl

!mild in f21tet eu m1;c: tllYl:li in i1tmiDl:lii2n 9' 2at10:li1I

tillb:li11 byi 2DI� lfil[ n2:lii;1 IDd b11tina II !£OVisll:d iD !lti
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l' 

I 2, 

31
I

41 

51
I 

ii 

7i 
11' 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1, 

17 

111 

1' 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2, 

27 

211 

29 

30 

31 

VI, Pr22f 2f WEitten D2iit:iaii2D 1b1ll ml! filsd wiib tbe 

£2!!ll.,. 

Ui1111 Ihl couti ■hall 1e! a baEiD11 with notics i!2 

111 e1E:liif.A11 2D tb11!11'.!!anent el1amsnt !Ian or anl J!rovi1i2ns 

2f :libl l!lllh within 45 slill lfHE ibl ellD bi! lrm!D r!itSi:tiX!i!S 

e :l:bl !i!2!!Et, If :l;h§ ��:l:i2D 2f I EIEID:I: ii YD�D2WDz tben 

the n2t:ig1 1b1:u Im slimS:te§i to tb! li•t ee&:m1nnt �[!SI of 

as;m:sl, 

U2! Ai ilw: bs!ltiD� 2D ibl 2i■n1 :tilHI S:�!!ilti ahi!!U, 

UHUiDI! 

I I All l!iE:liisl Hb2 H�tg n2iifi1d iDd IEA in 1:li:tilmllD!i!S 

Ii the bilEiD�I liiti.E in 1et12n 21: tbt2W I 11111 

U!re■1D:1:iiixe1 Ibl !i!2YEi lbill 11!1!2ini I IYIEsliBD I� lii!i!:1!11 

l!YEIYlni i2 B!!J& l,i1g1 El2Eisli BY:111 2f ,ixil Pt2S:edH£!:1 tg 

till!ll!i!•l!:li ill! iD:liiEll:lil 2f in:t: l!IE�Dia if :tibl IS!!clii2D 2f :libe 
J!a�nt ii �n2wo1 li!Y:li ibl EIE!D:ti ii DR! EEIIIDi Ii tb1 b1arin11 

BDsl :liU d1Dl21!•1Di Qf. thg J!etmanent 1l1;em.eni 1l1n i• 1!111� 

Yl!2D :tibl 1bl!:•ial1 goj;i9:n1l1 O[ m10HI c2odition or !hl1ical 

i2ati2n 2f iM eamo:li1 

'= If :libl e I.AD ii 5'2Dlilient Hiib !El!imll 21:diEI 2f 

:libs gourt elacigg: ibe ;bilQ iD !&AIii 

�. If illl l!A&n is con1ist1ni with tbe r�uire1eni1 fgr 

:libe �onHni of I E�£UDID:ti l!J.i�••ni EliD ii l!SS:ifi� in 

sum�ii2D ! :5h 

9:1 ID iDXQlYD:tilE� !l1�ent11 lblibi!:E •IS31 EIEIDi w1s 

notifll� 2f :lib! tis:bi :ti2 !i!2KDHl Ii 11;b 1Dae 2f th1 

sllund.@� E[�eedina:1 1!U£1YD1i iQ :tbs Flori!ili B!ll!H 2f 

.Jvyenile Procedure, 

Ii, t(beih§[ li!it! EAt§Dt Hbose i2!iilii2D KIi tD2HD WI§ 

n2tifi1� o[ tQe ti!lhi tg 1nHr into i 2erf2r11DS:i UEl�nt in 

li•Y of :tJle sggi!i Slt!iil uensl ereearlDi i ElllliDIDt 
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placemsgt 2lan and 2f the rigbi to ts��ive 11sistance from IDX 

2tb�r !1rsoo in the 2ree1[ation Qf the 2erformance a�reement1 

i.l!!! 

,. tfbethe[ !be elan is m�ninaful and d11igned to 

1ddres1 facis and 2i[cgm1tance1 ueon which the �Qurt ba1ed the 

find&na of de!ensmo� in invoiyotarx !l1cgment1 2[ the !lan ia 

m1aoigllfyl !Dd sll:1ianed to a�t11s f1�is and cit�Ymstaosas 

Y2Qh wbich tbg 2hild was 2lacgd in f21ter gare volunt1[ilX, 

(cl Wh1n ibl COU[i d;t11:mine1 1n� of thg •lements 

c2nsislg[ed at th1 bsarina relai2d to the 2lan h!VI not been 

matz ib! ru2Y[i shall r1!Yite tbg S2S;:ial sg[xice aaen�� to m1tg

01cess1t� amenc1m.ent1 to ibl elan1 Ihe am@nd!d !Ian ahall I!! 

IYl!litilS! to ibl �2!:i![t fo[ revigw and aeet2val within a iiml 

21Eiain l!!Xifi&d �� thg 22uri1 A ¥2!X of the amsnded !lan 

1b1ll ai12 � !Eoxiin� i2 1acb e1reni1 if ih1 l2S:1ii2n 2f tb1 

,areni is known. 

ill�"➔ A parent who ha■ not participated in the 

development of a performance agreement shall be served with a 

copy of the plan developed by the social service agency if the 

parent can be located. Any parent is entitled to, and may 

seek, a court review of the plan prior to the initial 6 

Months' review and shall be infor11ed of this right by the 

agency at the tllle the agency serves the parent with a copy of 

the plan. If the lg:gaii2D o� an ab11nt eat�Di �c011.e1 known 

i2 th11ago�1 th11a1ncl shall infom the eareni Qf tb1 Eiaht 

i2 I 22!.ltt r1iuw Ii the ti•G ibl aaggc� Se[ves ibl !a[ant 

Hiib I ;oex !2f ibl !etm!DADi Ell2!!!1Di !lan. 

�S➔--'Fhe-soeial-serviee-a�ney-shall-advise-¼he-parent 

that-plaaemen•-of-the-ehild-in-foster-eare-may-res•lt-in 

terainatien-of-parental-rirhtsy-••t-only-after-notiee-and-a 

hearinr-as-providetl-in-part-Yl-of-this-ehapterT 
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1 Section 41. Subsection (3) i■ added to section 3t.4'6, 

2IFlorida Statutes, to read, 

3 

... 

39.4'6 Advisory hearing.--

(3} An advis0ry hearina ■hall not be held if a 

SI petition is filed ■eekinq an ad1udication to terminate 

6 earantal riahts eur1uant to s, 3!,�64(11, Miudicatory 

7 hearina■ for Petitions filed Pursuant s, 39,464(1) shall be 

a held within 21 daY■ of the filing of tht eetition, Notice of 

9 the ua of thi1 su►1ect1on shall he filed with the court at 
10 tho aamt timt as tho filing of the eetition to terminate

11 ,,rental riqht1, 
12 Section 4Z. Subsection (l) of ■ection 39.469, Florida 

13IStatute■, is uended to read, 

14 39.469 Di■position hearingi powers of diapo■itionJ 

lSlorder of disposition.--

1, 111 DISPOSITION HEARING,--At the diapoaition hearing, 

17 if the court finda that the fact■ alleged in the petition for 

18 teraination of parental right■ were proven in the adJudicatory 

19 hearing, the court ■hall receive and consider a predisposition 

20 •tudy which ■hall be in writing and be preaented by an 

21 ••tlt:orized-awent-of the department or a lictnsed child-placipq 

22�. 
23 (a) The predispo■ition study shall provide the court

24 with documentation indicating what action i• manifestly in the 

2S best interests of the child, including the need for 

26 teraination of parental rights. 

27 lb) A copy of the predisposition report shall be 

28 provided to the attorney of record of the parent, parents, or 

29 guardian and the guardian ad lite11. of the child at leaat 48 

30 hours prior to the disposition hearing but ■hall not be 

31 

ao 
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released prior to the conclusion of the adjudicatory hearing. 

le I Any other relevant and material evidence, 

including other written or oral reports, may be received by 

the court in its effort to determine the action to be taken 

with regard to the child and may be relied upon to the extent 

of its probative value, even though not competent in an 

adjudicatorr hearing. 

Section 43. Paragraph If) is added to subsection 12) 

of section 230.645, Florida Statutes, to read 1 

230,645 Postsecondary student fees.--

C 2 I The following students are exempt frOll any 

re�uirement for the payment of fees for instruction, 

(fl �iu�nts t2� Hb°"' !h§ 1Bi1 ii 21iin� a t9Jltl[ 

et! 12Q!rd !i:t'.Dltni EY£1uan! to s. �0911451�) or !irt1 III an� 

! 2f ;ba2t1E �2 f2[ whgm ib! Ell':!!!ID!D;i !lanoini ioai 2ur1uani

i2 e1ti V 2t ;b1ei1t �9 ig l2Di-tam f21!1t ;1te or

iD!ls:!IDdent livin11 

Section 44. Subsection 16) is added to section 

240.235, Florida Statutes, to read1 

240.235 Fees.--

(6Ha) 6nx 1tudeni fo[ wh2m the 1t1t1 is !l�ini a 

f21:t�[ S![I board !IXl!lhi !Ur1uani to s. 422-1451�1 2[ 2atts 

III iD� V 2f cbaeilt �9 f2[ wb2!! tbe 1;r•1nencx EiADnini �S?J!i 

!Yt!UIDi i2 eatt V 2f ghaeter �9 ii 12Di-ierm f2sie[ ;1rg 2r

ina11ndent ll!ihi shall 121 ��e•!i ftS2m tbg e1�1Dt of ill
un§l!ritas1Y1te fee11 iosludini fee1 as1oc&1!ed witb en[ollmRnt

iD �oJleil e[l!latori insirustion ot ;omeJeti2n of coll1ie-

Ylel gommyoi;aiion an� cS!l!leYil!i2D stilll te1iiDi !r25Zram1,

�fore a fie e�emeii2D can be aix•nz the 1tu�Rnt 1b!ll have

ae1lie� fot an� �n Uni!ISI figangj1l 1&d1 !gt1uant i2 Sz

111 
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• �=!g!z 1bi�b WQ!lld etovisi!:z 1t I miDil!Yma !i�mlDi 2I 111

i YD!il![iti!ldYlil fe111
: I bl AD� 1iydeni !Yllif�ina f2E I f11 ��111eii2n YDd![ 

1 ibil IYl!.l:1S:ti2n 1b1ll Bc1ive IY�h 1n �mD!ii2D f2E D2i mo[I 

► ibln ! csm1�Yiiv1 �el[� 2E e,iabi ll!Y:lilEl1 Yoles1 th§

, 1iYst1nt ii e1tii2i11iina in 22llu1 2E1eaEat2r� in1ttucii2n 2E

r ii El!YiEiWI 1ddiii2n1l time i2 Cfi!ID!llil ibl 22llea1-11xel

I CS!B!DYDiCliiS!:D ID� Si!9!!1i2Yilii2D lkilll i11tint ![2Sa:Ullls �Cb I

1iu!llni 1b1ll � 1liti�le io E�b:e I fe112:SIDl!iiS!D f21: I 

� m■;isiiDYm 21. � g2n1s:Si!u:t,ixe �1su;:1 o;r;: IQ amg1H1:1, 1, 

l 

l; 

l 

l• 

l, 

l 

l 

l, 

l 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

25 

2, 

z 

2, 

2 

3 

3 

l t C) Ali c2ndiii20 f2[ C2DiiDYISI fll !!XU!iion1 I

� li!lillDi lblll ba11 IIEDISI I �El!'ill !Si!:iDt a11ta11 of Ii lllli 
' '•g Si!:D I !10 1cal1 f2E ibl er11i2Y1 t1m1 BliDiliD Ii lust ID 

t m!:IE•ll Z1Q l!�Elil f2E C2lllil H2tls1 2E b1xe ID l!IElil �l2w 
; �.g f2E 2Dl� ibe !Ee!i2YI ie&:m 1nd � 1lia:ikl1 f2E Si!2Diinusd 

i IDl:9:llimsini in ibl in1iiiYii2D1 
r Section 45. Subsections (11 through (91 of section 

� Z�0.35, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsection• 12) 

, through (101, respectively, and a new subsection Cl) is added 

) to •aid section to reada 

L 240.35 Student fees.--

! II Hal AD� §iYsl!:Di fo[ wbS!!!I :th! st1te is 2i�inl a

5 f21ilt gitt li2lr� !a:aien! 2ur1yant to I• 4Q2.l!J2(3) or 2art1

• III iD� v 2f �h•ei�r �2 f2E wb21 ib� e1m1ntn!i!z:: el1on1ni i2il

; !Y[IYIDi to 21Ei ! 2f ;baEil[ �! ii l2n;-iS!tm fQ!ilE ;1[1 2[ 

' iode11nd1nt li!iDi 1b1ii km uuet fts!II ibi !i:tmeni of ill 

r YDsl!Ull:illslYai1 f!!ll 1 in�IY�in� f�• 1§125:1li§g iitb •nr2lhlent 

I iD �2illil EE1eatai0Ei iosi[Y2iioo 2r Si!2m!l�tion of co1iea1-

• i1vei Sc91BmYni2ati20 1nd c2meYilii20 1kill1 teaiina !ES!:!i1Eam1-

1 llili!!m I f� si;i:s;;111ii20 au li!S! a:&v�o a ibl 1Eldeoi ab1ll bave

L l!!liml for iml 1im1n dsoil� fio1nci1l 1id1 !U[IYiDi to I·

112 
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z4gl�g�I wbicb would et2vide1 at a minY!Dt !l:tmgoi 2f: Ill 

1tydi;g;t fllla 

I bl Ani 1:tydent 9Yllifiina fot I fH e�a!ii2D YDdlE 

tbil 11He;!i20 1hall te2g1v1 IYSb an msu!iioo f2t not mo£1 

ib1n g S:on1esy!i1g ieat1 or f2ut 1mne1t1t11 YDla11 tb1 1ius1t:ol 

ii e1rtiS:ieatina in S:2ll!i! et1!atato£i io1iructi20 2E ii 

[l!Uir&na 1dditi201i iiml i2 comei1t1 ibl S:2lleag-levai

;amuniS:liion insl �!YHii2D 1till1 illiina ![21:EYla :i!IS:b I

1iy5il!:!nt sb•ll Im eliai�ll t2 EIS:ei:!l§: ! fll �lm!ii2n f2E I 

m!!�UiY!!! ef � �Dlgsa1tiXI �e§[S O[ Ii� IHllie[S. 

(c) A1 I E2Ddiiism f2[ c2otious� lll IKll!!tism1 !

liYs:l!ni sball b11e ga[nld I i[ISB: E2int av1t1ag 2t 1t l111i 

�=g 2n 1 �10 s;1l1 fo£ tbe er1vigy1 Hmz BliD:Y!in Ii ie11i ID 

!ll':en1ll 210 1vel:i!il f2£ S:211!!.:ill H2£kz 2[ b1v1 ID IVIEli! .!1:112!1 

i:g t2t 201� tb1 et11ioy1 i1m 1nd Iii 1liaibJa f2t S:oniiDYml 

anra:Jl1eni in ibe in1ii:blti2n1 

Section 4,, Paragraph (bl of •ubsection (7) of section 

240.3,, Florida Statutes, is amended to reads 

2<,o. 36 Florida Acadeaic Improvement Truat Fund for 

ea.unity College■.--

I 7J 

lbl If a community college includes scholarships in 

it■ proposal, it shall create an endowment in its acadeaic 

improvement tru■t fund and u■a the earnings of the endowment 

to provide scholarships. Such scholarships aust be progra■ 

■pecific and require high acadellic achieveaent for student■ to 

li 

17 

111 

1' 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2" 

25 

2, 

'7 

. .s 

2' 

30 

31 

' 1ualify for or retain the scholarship. A scholarship program 

■ay be used for minority reeruitaent, but •ay not be used for

athletic participants. The board of trustees •ust have

designated the program as a program of emphaais for 1uality

iJftprovement, a designation that should be restricted to a

83 
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1 limi� nU11.ber of prograas at the C011111unity college. In 

Z addition, the board of trustees aust have adopted a specific 

3 plan that details how the COIIIJIU.nity college will iaprove the 

•uality of the progna deaignated for em.pha•i• and that

S inclu4ea •,aality aeaaurea and outcoae •••urea. Over a period 

6 Of tille, the COllllunity college operating budget should show 

7 additional financial comaitaent to the pr()gru of emphasis 

a altove and beyond the average increases to other prograas 
9 offered by the COlll,au.nity college. Fu.ndraiaing activiti•• must 

10 be specifically identified aa being for the progru of 
11 •pbaaia or acbolarabip aoney. The c011J11.unity collere •u•t 

lZ fully levy the -ount for financial aid purposes provided by 
J3 •• Z40.35W.Hi� in addition to the tuition and matriculation 
14 fee before any scholarship funds are awarded to the C011aunity 
l colle,e •• part of it■ approved re•u•■t.
16 Section 47, Subaeetion 131 � aection �9.145, Florida 

lY Statute■, i• amended to read, 
1, 409.145 Care of children.--
1 ( 3 )(•I 1be departllel\1 1• authorised to contiJ1.ue to 
20 provide the ••rvica■ of the childreh 1 a foster care progran. to 

21 indiviclu•l• 18 to ti year■ of age who are enrolled in high 

t2 school.a, er-enrolie.._ in a prO,t'u leading to a high school 

23 91:uivalency diploa.a •• defined in•· 2t9.814a or iD a full

thte xoeational education troaraa, if the following 

HI 

r .. uln11ents are Meta 

1. The individual 116a -itted to the l"IJ&l cuatody

of tile departn.ent for placMent in foater c�re •• a depende•t 

ch1141 
z. All other re■ou.r .. • have been thoroughly explorod

30
,
and it can be clearly estab�iahed tba� there are no

31 alternative resource• for placaaent) and 

84 
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3. A written service agreement which ■pecifiea

responaibilities and expectations for all partie• involved� 

been signed by a representative of the department, the 

individual, and the foster parent or licensed child-caring 

agency providin• the placeaent reaources. 

Cb) The services� the foster care program shall 

continue �or those individual• 18 to 21 years of age only fc 

the period of tille the individual i■ continuously enrolled j 

high achooli er in a program leading to a high ■chool 

e41uivalency diplOffla aa defined in •· 229.8141 ot in I full-

i:i.l!I YS!:Sclti2Dll �Yx1ti2D !E21tEII• Services shall be 

teni.inated. upon canpletion of, or withdrawal or pemanent 

expulaion frOlll, high ■chooli or th• progra■ leading to a big 

school equivaleney dipl011a1 or a full-time vocational 

edueatism !roar•• 

(cJl, Ib! sll!!FilllDt ii aytb2ri11� t2 !E!iO!isll tb■ 

l■DMi:el 2f tba !sbiJ.sltl:D'I t21Ht CIE� !t21t[!■ t2 ID

iDdi1islY1l 1b2 ii �Dt2llu f:ull-iiu in 1 221t•�nsllr�

VQSi!lii2n•l-HS:bDi!.Si!ill. ml!Ha:Usm !Gilal!1 fy;U-:Um• iD I

,as 

,r 
n 

'h 

C!i!lll!!IYDit� Si!9lllll !t211:EM l•1diDK t21:111:!1 • �S51ii2n•I siKEI•

21: ID 11125&ilil slla11e1 QE tuli-timl iD I UDiDEliix 2E

mllusa it till f2llsmin� r..!Yi£!1!11Dtl l[t llil

•· Ibl iDdi!i�Yil Hill Q!ilm!iiil� i2 tbl llslll smatodY

2f ibl sll!iEBIDt f2E !l1cem•ni in f21k[ B[I II I !B!lmllE !

!!l1illl1 

b, Ibl 2•-uan1ncx !llDDiD� 1211 !Y[IUIDi i2 El[i ! 91.

!ii:bi11ilr �! �t ibl idd,b;lswil ii l2na:-Bm t21:l:11: am 2t 

iDdl!IDsi!Dt livillll 
c. D:!1 indi!idYII b11 im:ID acgs!ied f2[ lslliiii!na i ii!

• !21i1e;2D�![X :£2Si!1ti201l-:b;bni&ll 1�u2aii2D !E2!1£Yt i2 I

S!!!!l!Dii� �2111111 2£ isl: I YDi!ltlii� 2[ c2ll1a:11

es 
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l d, 61.l 2:lil:UHi: 1:•1m1&:S2!ll blU ltnD :libS!Ji:2Yl:blX Bl!J.2tld
! 1ml i:t S21D 121 ,1a1:lx 11Hbli1bld :libi:li :tb!tl IEI 02
Ji 

41 

51 
61 

11.HEDliiu £11211:al fs l!llallDil 1nd 
•• 'HtiiBD HE!i!i21 UE-IDi HbiS2h ll!micifie■

Ull!QDli�iliiill IDd M1!1Si:lilii291 fi:E Iii l!IE:tig1 iD!!i!b:ld bll 

mn lllnml ID: I Eal!EU!lniB:lii!!I 2' Jibl !illl!iE:limlDil :libl 

7 iDSli!im11l1 IDSI :libl: hl:li!E l!ltlD:t !i!E lic101U !lmih!:SIEiliWl 
8, S illHIDm: 2!:m!:islina: ibl l!lasi!IUDi !i:ll2YtE.ll1 if tbg iodi!id!lil ii 
'i2 S22D:liiDYI li1io• Ki::tb :libl f21HE l!IES:D:t 2li: 1!l1S2a10:t 
� El!lstlEQI Kbill 1:liHodina: ■ l!Q■:liu22nsll1:x J9S1ti281l-:limr:boial 11 

l 
1, 

1: 

14 

15 

16 
1 

181 
1 

20 

2 

2 

2 

l mbla:liiaD l!llm:Ela I Si!Si!llaYDi:liX S2!i!ll�e 1 21: YDlllEli:liX !i![ 
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S iDslll!IDSIIDi lixiu: lb1il Si!i!!:liiDY! :to E1;ei.Y;1 IIE!i!iill 

AS!!221:slimt 12 :libl iDslll!en!illo:!i li!iU l!t2SlEII IDsl 18:EISll!IDi 2f 

Ell1!2Dli�iliti§1 1ia:n1� �x ibl dlelE:lillD:!i 1ml ills iDdi!imlil, 

t. 6DX l!tm!:ili!i!D 2' :libil Si!bil!:lilE 2E iDY: 2:liblE llH :li2 

r Sbl ;2n:t1:aa nohiib1HosliD!11 llblU ID iodi!i51YII !lbSt ■Bil 

Sills: El!IKir.talDia 2f 11121!:ltliEA!b I, i1 in 1i:li1osllna 1i 1 
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L SlE YDilltliix in lilY 2f l!IXIIDi i2 ilm f21ilE l!ll':IDil 2E 
! iDdixidYll1 far: ibl l!YE!Stll 2f room. IDd BE�I if no:t 

► aib1ai11 1!£21tidlsl1 l!Yi usm l!lml:Dil 1b1J.I n2:li u,m :libl

t a111.oug:Ji iblt 1121151 bl!I bl!D l!lid i!i! ib fo1i�E l!IEIDil bid ibl241 
251 • iaslixis1!11I uuinU iD :th1 faHt ba11 
' 3. llHI IIDilal 2' iiu f21HE li!IEI l!E251EIID lbill 

r emiiDH R!ll:a!: f:21': i!ID iodi:d dtll I !IDsllE il!il J!atlflEil!b ttb2 ii I 
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2 
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b. Iw2 ;onsAS:Yi&ve �ats 2r four 1e■§l!�t• fO[ an

in�&!i�u1l enroll§d in 1 �2m•unit� ;olle�e1 unle1s the 

indi!idyal 11 !!Eii;i21tina in c2ll�ie ![g!�ratgr� io1!gu;tion 

2[ i• r�uitiDi islsli!i2n11 iims i2 �01112le!e ibl �oll�ae-lev1I 

comm.ynic1t&on !Dd CS!!!,!Utation l�ills te1tina !rQ!l:[lffl1 

a1e 1Ycb l!E!iE!I 1b1ll �niioye f2t not •2E1 ;tban � 

22DHCUtlvg �H[I O[ I� sggstg[§i or 

c. FQgr consecutiv� ��ars2 e!iht seM1stet11 

5u1riet1 f2E iD iDdivigual enr2lle� in I c2llu� or 

2r 

lD Hhicb

12 

Yniv1r1ii�i YDHI• th� indivigyal is 1artisi21tilli[ in collU§ 

![.!IElt2n: iDliEY£iion or i■ £8!Yitina addiii2n1l time t2 

;2m1lete ibe �2ll1.111 lg�l C2!!!Mun1ation and com!u:Biion

!kills !11iini ![2Si[[UlS2 ig wbicb ase 1u;h 11tvic1s shall

;2niinye f2E nsu m2EI !bin 5 C2D!2':Yiiv1 �ear12 Jg lllllli!:r1z

2t 15 !YIEHEl1

4,a, Al I �2Ddiiion fot 22Diinu!SI fostgr ar1 

l!txic111 ID imli!&�ual shall baie earned I g[l�I !Oint 

1v1r1il 2f Ii llAlt ,.o 2n a 4,Q 1cale fo[ ths EE•!l2Y• t•!J!lt 

m1ini1in ai l1B1t ID QVl[ill g£1�e !Oini IY!tJ!ie of g.g ts!:[ 

2nl� tbe ![8Vim&I i1rm1 ID� be eliai�II t2r 22:ntinued 

tnE2llm•nt in ib1 iD!iiiYii2D• If ibg !OSt■econdat� 

v25ation11-t12boi�11 as:b921 !rS!S[tam dg!;S not O!eai� 2D I 

itasll !2ini av1ta�e a1 de!C[il!ld above1 tben tht iodivis1!!1l 

1Hll maint1in 1 1t1n�iD� 1gyiiaient to tb1 g.o ar1de e2int 

!!l[lil• 

b. §1:EVi�II shall be t1mio�ted ueon CS!!!!l1t!on 0�1 

�EAsl:Y1ti2n f£01nt 2E witbdaw11 O[ eerman�nt §X2UJsion frS!:!!I I 

101t1E2ond1r� V2S=Btional-tmi:bnic1l education ![2!l[H1 

c01U1.ynit� ;ol;Ll:ae1 gr unix1r1ii� or �ollye1 Services 11!!111 

al10 kl igr.minlild fQ[ failure t2 m1intain tbe [�uited lgval 

of aes;k:mi; 1�b&l!mt1ent, 
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1 SeC!tion 48. Subsection (3) of section 409.165, Florida 
2
1
Statutes, ia amended, and subsection (4) is added to aaid

3 aection, to read1 

41 

51 

lt09.16S Alternate care for children.--

(3J Mith the written consent of parents, custodians, 

6lor guardians, or in accordance with those proviaiona in 

chapter 39 that relate to dependent children, the department, 

al under rule• properly adopted, aay place a child with1 
, 

10 

Cal Hiib a relativeJ 
(bl l!i:Ul a person who is considering th• adoptJ.on of a 

lllchild in the aanner provided for by law) 
12 (cl When liaited to temporary eaergency situations, 

13 Jliill a hsponsible adult approved by the courtJ or 
14- ( d J l:liill a person or agency licenaed by the department

lS in aceordance withs. 4-0t.17SL.2E,
16 Cel In an indeeendtnt livina 1itu1tion, 1ua1act to the 
111erovision1 of subsection f4l, 
• 

19 under such conditions aa are determined to be for the best 

20 inffrests or the welfare of the child. Any child placed in an 

Zl institution or in a f-ily boae by the departaent or its 

22 agency aay be removed by like authority and ■uch di■po■ition 

23 made a• is for the beat interest of the chl.ld, including the 

24 transfer to another institution, another home, or the h0111e of 

25 the child, 

2• 14 Ha) State foster ca.re funds shall be used to 
2711stabli1h a continuum. of indeeenclent livina service, to assist 
za adolescent foater children to develop skills that will 
2, contribute to a suoco&sf'Yl tran1ition to adulthood, Services 
30 mav include, but are not limited to, fducati0n and vocational 
311 
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training, hOfflemakinq skills, money manaqeaent, social skill■ 

training, and developing personal support systems. 

lb! As a part of the continuum for independent living 

services, the dePar:tment ■hall establish an igdepepdgpt living

progra• in which a ■inor 16 years of age or older lives 

independent of the dailY care and supervision of a reseon1ibl• 

adult, in a setting that need not be licensed under the 

provi91on1 of s, 409.175, provided the following conditions 

Wll.!. 

1. Independent living arrangements which are

establi1hed for a child shall be part of an overall plan 

leading to the total indeaendence of the child fr91! 

departmental supervision. The Plan shall include, but not be

limited to1 a descrfption of the skills of the minor and a 

Plan for learning additional identified pkillli the behavior 

that the mfnor has exhibited that indicates an ability to be 

re1,onsible and a Plan for developing additional 

re1Ponsibilitie1, IS appropriate• doquaentation of the level 

of 1cbool achievement and vocational training apd a Plan for 

future educational, vocational, and training 1kills1 present 

financial and bydgetfnq capabilities and a elan for i•proyinq 

r,1ources and abilitYf depcrietion of the proe01ed re1idence► 

docwnentation that the child under■,ands the specific 

con,n,uence• of hi1 or her conduct in the independent livfnq 

program.I documentation of P[OP91ad 1ervice1 by the department 

and othtr 1aencfe1, including the tvee of service, and nature 

and fre,uency of contact, and a plan for maintaining or 

.!II � developing ralatignships with the familY, other adult,, 

2, 

30 

31 

friends, and the COIIIJllUDity, a■ appropriate,

g. Foster care eavments in an amount established by 

tht sk!e1rtmgot mav Im ••de directly to cbildEen in independent 

119 
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li!iD� 1itY1ti2D1 Kb2 uet tbl U!!Yi!:MIDtl f2E ;2ntiDYd 

� f21BE SiAEls IDdi1id1ai1 Kb2 Ult tbs er&ie[il f2E smtinuml 

; f21HE au Ill ll!IS:ifild iD I· �a!.J!tl!J! mix 1112 ra1in 

t llili�ll f21i: f21HE c1r1 PIX11ent11 
i le) Thi !ilsl!1r:ta,ot lll!II 11H�li1b 2E2S!miYEII lllsl 

t ititetil t2 11111110d !nDmine I Cbil�'I l�iliiY to 

, slla211tr1t1 indtPIDdlDi liliDI 1killl1 

I Section <t9. Subaection (131 of aeetion ct09.175, 

, Florida Statutes, is Ulended to read, 

I <t09. 175 Licenaure of family fo■ter homes, residential 

L child-caring agencies, and child-placing agencies.--

t 113111..l In order to provide illproved aervices to 

'children, the depar'blent shall provide, or cauae to be 

• provided, to-the-extent-po■■,�le-tnthin-avai¼a�le-re■o•ree■�

i preaervice training for prospective foster parent■ Ill.SI 1.51 
l 

l 

1, 

l 

2 

z 

z 

2 

2, 

i eaeraencx lbelter parents and inaervice training for foster 

, parent. and eaerqoru;y shelter Parents who are licen■ed and 

� auperviaed by the depari:11.ent. 

I II>! As I c2llSliti9n 9f liCIDIYE�a f21:tmr l!IEIDtS and 

t illlESl:IDCt abmltar Pl[IDtl 1b1II 11cce11(ull:.:: �Pl!dl I 

l liDilYm !if iJ b2Y£1 of Pt11etxia tr1iniDl1 Jlw: l!EIISll::it:iG•

� iBiDiDI !bill Im YD.if2DI lilBlilisl! lwi lbiU1 iDSilU/1 t milt D!ll

I 1:11 J.i.■i.Hsl :t2t E!Um 1£11!1 Ill
• l, QrilDHiioo EBlltdiDi UIDCY !Y£!2111 21!jecti1111

i Ul2YrJi:!211 12J.isi111 IDd 11aisa11 251 

2, ' z. 8211 2f ibl f21tB£ l!IEIP:li iD� :lib! eJDIED� lbalilt

r !il:IDt II I iE11aS!o:li t1u !Mal!a!i: I 2 

281 

2 

31 

3. 

I 3, Ian1i:U20 2f 1 2b:Ust ioi2 i!Dd 2Yt 2f. fo1Ht s;a1:1 

• IDd a;1:1gn&:� 1b1J.t1E BEl1 iDClYdiDI illYIS 2f Sll!IEi:lii2D1

I los11 IDd 1ttach1ant1

. 
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4. Nanaaeaent of difficult child behavior that can be

intensified by Place�ent, by Prior abuse or neglect, 

Prior Placement di1ryptions5 

5. 

,. 

Prevention of placement disruptionst 

Care of children at various developmental 

including aPPEOPriate discipline5 and 

and by 

1eve1,, 

7. Effects of foster parenting on the fpily of the

foster Parent and the emergency shelter parent, 

!cl Prior to licensure renewal, each foster parent and

emergency shelter parent shall successfully complete§ hours 

of inservice training. Periodic tiae-lim.ited training courses 

shall be made available for selective use by foster parents 

and neraencY shelter parents, Such inseryice training shall 

include SUbiects affecting the dailY living experiences of 

f21ter Parentina a1 a fo•ter parent or as an emerqepcy shelter 

parent, whichever i• appropriate, for a foster parent or 

neraencY sheltar ,arent participating in the required 

1nservfce trainina, :t;he departaent shall reimburse such Parent 

fgr travel expenditures apdp if both parents in a h011e are 
attendina trainina or if the absence of the parent wou1d leave 

the children Without departmentally approved adult 

,u,ervision, either the dePartaent shall make provi1i9n for 

child care or shall rehburse the foster or e•erqency shelter 

,,rent, for child care purchased by the parents for children 

in ;their care, 

Section 50. Task Force op the Future of the Florida 

Fpily) creation, aembersbip5 duties5 advisory pers9ns5 

staffing and IUPPort,--

q I CJtEATIQN.--In order to provfde a Means by which 

the atate aay obtain a C99Prehenaive report on the current 

1t1:E1s and futum 2.f the Flori�• fgily, o�t1in a 

91 
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L SlS!ll!GblDliU [IDI! 2f litlillill f2E l!:151&:!lliDI illYII s1Yrin1 

� ihl 1212 i11i1l1:1iiv1 us1i2oz IDsl 2�:lliD I r111l�ll!IID:li 2f 
I ib2AI il!YII ADsl EISi!S211m1osli:lii201 Si!iilSI in :libl r11!2[:li 2t :libl 
• 12Zi ElsttiH IIIK Esl:tSi!I 2D IIIEEHIII ID� :tu E111il� Yoi:li i2
i sll:l11aio1 ibl onsl fm: ilSi!:!i:ism l!x � Lui1b:liYES 2D :lb2H
• illYll1 :lblEI ii Si!Ellil:!i ibl Iilk E2ta 2D tbs! EYiYEI 2f :lbl
7 Els!ri& Euili� ist Im Si!Si!IH!S!IISI 2f 12 mDli!:IEI•
5 I ZJ KEHBEB:1111!1--
' I I J Ibl Si!Sillll!21i:lii2D 2f :till Illls. E!ttS=I 2D :libl E!il:liY[e 2f
) :libl EJ.21:isll EIIIIIX 1hAJ.I 11!1 ill f!i!l.l.2111 
I I• �iab:li ■a121tl Ell!EIHDiiM :tibl kDlil lllb2 sba:U 8 
2 �bl Si!baiEl!l[IODI 2E ibli[ sllai«Dl!I 2f ibl :iluH 
5 6el!E2!Eil:lii2Dl1 �saii201 Hal:lib IDsl llb1�ilii1ib• �[�,�··· 

'iDsl as1,si1tx-,iJt:il Ccmaitin11 :li12 11Dli2EI Mb2 1ui1 Ill 

15i 
1, 

!i il21!2iDbsl 121! :IU tliDS!Ei:lx L-dAE 2f :libs 5:luB I IDsl E12
1i Si!iii1101 11!22&0:IISI lax :lil:!I b:11ialo:li 2f :lib1 5101:U:. 
; '= �ilbi ■!lml!:lt! ts!!ll■IDiiDI ibl HS!Y!I of l 

1, 

1 

2 

2 

2 

IS bl!EIHDHl:lii!II !fb2 !biU11 H': :lilll Siblitl!l[l2n■ 21i'. :libs:iit 

•J st11Ho111 2f ib1 11211a .&1!1!1:Q21:i1:lii2011 EdYa:li.i:20 i-iz. lli!1:L:tta

D •DSI bb11!ili:li1:1iiv1 bE!:Mi!tl I IDSI :i2YsliSi!ilE� l::amii:li.@111 tw2
l luiall:li2EI lb2 1b1II Im ll!e2iD:lil:sl l!x :libl niD2tiiX I.Risi�[ 2f

Z ibl Hmll!I 2' Bll!Elll!tlil:tixll z iDsl :b:2 �i:i:iHDI l!l!S!iot!ISI � 
2 3 :libl ll!lllsl[ 2f tbl Hsn11e 2f Bl!EIIID:lii:libll: 
� �. Ibtll ■anti� Im 11!22iD:lilsl ill: :lib! li2.l�ED2[1 
5 11! I Ibl :ti1U fa� lbill slaliflDIH 21m 2f iii aam![I 
' tg s1�il la Si!bliEl!IEl2D1 Dl1 d11ti11\2f tb1 ,b1it!�El2D 1b1II 
7 io;lysll £1!1!QDli�ili:t:� f2[ ibl 1dmiDili[lii2n 2f tbl illls 

2 

25i 
2, 

2 
2, 

2 

3 

3 

II� 

, IS: l l:IMlmEI 2' :lib� :li11k f2ESi!I: lbill B�!li!e D2 

o ;al!1nu:t:i201 12!1:li lbill Ill mialm£Bsl f2Ji: 1�1eo111 II 1![2!ided

I iD 11 ll&:gtlz Flg[i�I tiltY:lill1 
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( � ! D1/fl�S OF THE TASK FQ�.--lJl1 Qyti1s of th1 ill� 

f2[�11halJ ioglyd11 �ut D2i Im li•iil� t21 th11 f2J.l2wiog: 1 

(a! �2!l!ilY2i g C!:!!DE[!h1nsiv1 stud� on the sur[sDi 

•iaiys 1nd fgiy[e 2f ihg Elorida f!!mil�t inc1ugin� £eas1e11ing:

!Dg 1va1uaii!la §�i1tini i1Hlt [ulgsz E£2Q:[2!1!S1 1n� fynding:

EIEiliDiD!l tg tb1 tuil� t2 a1�1tt1in wbai needs i2 Im �bl!li!d

i2 IIIY[I ihli liii!: g:overnmeni �2!li[ibut1s to liI1ng:theninll

of ibl f11il� and tbe fyiut1 Slf ibl f1a11�.

!bl E1i1�J.i1h ![!oritil! 2D is1ues ibat a[! ideotifilsl

Ind !ES?!islt I tW ;u.ne f.or 1ds1m1s ing: th2ssa :i11u1:11 H:ith 

ll[llie[ !a!bllil f2[ l�iivit� 2f ibl t1ak fQ[CI m!ing: lliXSD i2 

ib211 illYIS EMYitinll l!Dl!9sli1H [e11on1e bt tb1 LlllilliiYE!:z 

jy�i�i!D:z O[ Ul�Yii!I 1anci111 
le! E£2xi511 i S!D!r1heo1i!I taog:e of litailllies f2[ 

lsls1Ell■ina tbg illYII MilDiifild in tb1 liYd� fgr 

�lislltlii2D dy[iDll ibl 12§:2 IDsl 1290 le1i1lativ1 s 111ioa1. 

Isl l Jb!!a11e11 tbog illYII ind ES!S:2!!!m1n�•ti2n1 ;itl� iD 

ib• 1:bldx 2f. ibl 12:z.5 El2Eisll lilt E2t2� 2D naitilllm 1Ds1 !bl 
Fgil� YD.ii lbli �id not E91uli in le11i,s;L1tixe z 

islmiDilitlli!lz 2E jy�i2ial a;ii2D i2 detgminl ibl Dlmi f2E 

12ti2D I if anxz 2!I ib211 i11u11 in ib1 19§2 ID!il 12,0 

lKilllii!I lllli2Dl1 

11 ! Il!YI I EEllimiDIE� EIE2ti 2!1 2E i;!gfo;1 tlAE;b 1, 

12.121 i2 ibm Etllisillnt 2f ib! l!!n1te1 HiD2[ii� l,aa�e[ of !be 

&Diilz �1als9r 2f ibl H2YII 2f. Bl![lllnBtives1 Hin 2rit� 

l.11d1t 2f ibl H2YII of 8G!B§ID:Yiiiv1s1 ID� ibl 22:i:g[go; i2 

i n;lY�I 1 !ES!llt!:I• [e!!ll:i 2D il!f! 1cii!iiim1 gf ibl t11k fo1ce 

!Dd ibl isllntiti21ti20 of •ot i111e1 r1suirio11 mm1S1i1t1

r1se2n11 � ibl l&li!lliYtl �YEiDa: ibs 1212 le11i1l1tiie

111sion t2 iDSlYsl! Ht=ifi� r1C011m!Ddaiion1 2D 1tBiut2n BDd

bYsla:lilE� ;blDllll•
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lcl �rson1 S![ViDa in 1n adviSO£� sae1ci� 1b1ll 

G[Vg without ID� �OIJl!IDlliigo1 

151 Deli!!t,IION !!F I!!E TASK FORCE.--

lal Ihl !i11k f2tc1 !bill� assimn!l:Sla fot 
astm!oi1ir1iive EU[!�Sz i2 ib! �2iDi li&:ai1l1!iv1 nanaa§!!l1nt 

Colllaitm 1nd 1hali be 1ubj�i tg the GSt1bli1b� !OlicU1 and 
!rocedure1 of ihe Division of 6c:bn.ini•i[ative �rvi£e1 of ihe

=12:ini li&sr:i1laiive H1n1mG•1nt �•itte11 Jlle �oini l&ai1l1ti11
l:liDIQm§Di ,2mmii!1e 1nd Sl£h 1tai1 1a1nc� sb1ll E[�isll:
as1!st1na wb10 r1gue1� � ibe task for". Add,iti2nalh'.:1

tbg E11k force is authori;ed tg mD!lo� consuliant1 a1

DISi:1111[� i2 fylfill iis E1se2nsibiliiies1 1:12tm!!IEa ib!!

m:iel2k'.llent of ,2n1Yli1oi11 tb1 bydili !2f. ibe i1sk f2E�la ID�
ID� it1,nsf1r 2f fyods bl 181§1:I: ll!l!D!t!l!ni mu1i I!!:! a!![2Vld in

1sl!10�1 � ibl b:11isllnt 2f ibl bnai1 and tb1 :ti.l!ll�IE of tbs
82!1!!1 gf R1!EIIIDHti1•11

lbl Ibl i11k f2rc11b1ll 11£YE� 1i1ff illilDIDEI ID� 
YII £l•rigal EIIOY[Ce11 m1i1Eilllt iDd otb1[ IY!l!2[t arv�1 
2' :tbl Qffics 2f. ib� iQV![DOr 1nd 2tht[ e�ecuiiVR aa1osi!11t 

!Dd S22E9iDIU and !i:201uli wi:tb l1;�1l1tii1 1i1ffz in 2tsllt
ibli ml�iLDIY!! 12:S:E!Ei!sg ml� l!g 2h:t!!ned a:t mioim!!m 221is1

(c) Ib! illt f2E!i:! sb1ll YI! ibg i1l1ni11 H!:IEiilGz
and ES!:a2!:IE211 witb!n tbe 1i1i11 �n� e11ec!all� th2se 2f tbe 

uoiv1;1i!x and COlllllunit� cgllul •�•t!!f!sa to Hhat1vg[ exi1nt 

J!UCii!i:llill z 
ldl AQ:1nsi11 2f lilH i2!!1EDIDIDt 1ball 2E2!idl i2 �I 

:B•k for:ce such inf2m1Ji!im1 sliit11 IDd lilff illili!D2! 11 
t1:!ue1ted b� ibe HU f2ra. 

le) lb! t1ak forc1 ma� ae!l� for and 1cce!t fygdsz 

i[IDil1 aifi11 agd setv&c11 ft2!l ibe statez tbe F1!ilet1 l 

i2Drnmenta 2£ an� 2!b�r !Ybli2 2t 2tiiatg sQYtce in� is 
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L authorized to uae fund, derJrtd from tbtu 12Yrce1 to defray 
2 clerical and adlllinf•tratixe eost■ aa •av be neces,arx for the 
s 991:■letion of the a11ianed. $;ti.ea of the task force, such
• contribution, ,av also be use4 in accordance withs, 11?,0'1I 

! Florida. statutes, to defray cost, of ex■en1e1 of task force
t -bert and function, of the ta1k force,
, (§) REPEAL, --Dil ,action ii rePMlad .July 1, 1990. 
I ! 71 Th11 ,action &b1�l take affeet Dec11ber I, 1!§11. 
' S.c:tion 51. Subst1ru;1 abuae coordination,--
' • I l Then is created a statewMk Coordina;tor for 
L Substaose Abu.u Prevention and Trea-1:m.ent which ■hall be an 

l 

l 

l 

1 

1, 

1Si 

1 

1 

181 

1 

2 

2 

z 

z 

! inHrs&t,arH:ental and int1raa1ncY eosition, with res,ect to
s th• c1t,arhent1 and 1aenci11 of the 1t1te, for ,roarams and
• ervice, aff12tina ,1r12D1 who abu.■e alcohol and dryqa, The
i til:ttwWt Coordinet0r for Sultftance Abuv Prevention and 
� Ireabt1nt shall be ad&inietrativtlY located in an uency as 
r d11ian1ted bv the Governor, but ■hall function indcetndentlv 
� of the control and au,ervision of -the as1tini1:terina wencv, 
• The 1t1tewide coordinator shall re,0rt directly to the 
, Qoyernor, Thi re1eon1ibiliti11 of the 11atawide coordinator 
L ■hall incluU, hut are not limited to, 
t la) Develoeina an annual atate c21,rehen1ive Plan for 
'the war on alcohol and dryq abua which 1ball include a 

z, t de12ri,:Hon of tbt current Probhl:, data on ,,e0ialized 
2 i e2Pulation1 whic:h are currentlv under,erved, and 
, rec2Mendation1 on the types of ,roams and service, n1ede4 z, 

z 

za 

z 

3, 

r to addre11 the substance abuat Problw. 
I !�l �ES1in1tioa tu ,reunt.isto1 1dwa:Uon, tr1a:lilent 
' 1osl crilliaJ. jyatic• ,�tivitill ICEOII the YIEimll 1tate 
I illnsiilla 

3 I 
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le J '2s!:tdio1tin1 ibe 1ctivit:i�s of 151YstelCX iE2Y!lz 

![OVisl![l1 !l[snt11 C2DIY!e[sz r1liii2YS or11ni;1ti2n11 IDd 

vol0nt:nr■, 
Cd) EDCOJ£81iDI ;t:ha eartici!ltion of goncernml 

citizen1 in ;t:he d1v�12!:m1nt 2f :thl 1;t:ate !lag •I r�YiEld in 

!l[!!Jl[•!b 11) and in fygdraisinl 1051 !Ublic 1Ka[!oe11 �f2Etl1 

IZI Ihe �!IEimlDi: of Ke1lt:b and Beb1�iliHtiy� 

:l@[YiS!ll1 tlll D!eat:B11nt ot EdY,1tion1 the D1e1Ei!!l!Di: of 

�EEIC:li!i2Dl1 i:b! 12sl!IEEl11Di: of C01Urtun;i,:b: MfliElt �nd ibl 

Dl!IE:tillDt 2f !,aw Enf2r:amen;t: lllm lhall a112int: a 1oi,� 
level 1:bff !1£1211 t2 IIED 11 i:bl a1�ncx •Y�ltlDCI •Im■• 

�rdin1t2r, I!le Ell!2Dli�i1itill 2f ihe 111:DC� CS!:2Is!iDli:2[ 
lbill iDCIY!ill int1EHIDS:� IDd int:r11ang:: c22rdin1ti2D1 

c2llm;:ti2n ID� di11•in1iion !2f IUDS:l'. s!ecific &SI ml1tin1 
;t:2 al!lilDCI ll!YHz 1051111:tici11t:i2n in ib1 st1v1l21!m1nt 2f 
t:ho ■tate elan-

13) Ibl Q1e1ri111nt S!f Halib and Blb1biliHtive
&txisa:1 1h1ll esilblilbz within 11cb of i;t:1 11 s!i1t1:i&:il z I 
fYll-tilll !21ition i2 Im fillad � I !e11on Kiib ex!eEt:ill in 
tbl •Ea 2f IYbs:bina -�y1e wb2 1b1li �e[Va II a syb1Bo;1 
ll?!IH !El!IDiism &:22EdiDli2Es Itm etima,i £11!2Dli�iliil 2f. 

ibis !ltl2D 1ball 121 i2 !ill!!:12! ID� im!lement 1£1:iviti11 !lbi&b 
f21!!E ibe ![!Yenti2D 2f 1ubstana 112:Y1e. 

Section 52. itYd� 2D 11nd1ig� insut1nc1 ,2veraa f2E 

1ybs:Bna 11n!11 t1:11i!1!1nt1--

111 ]he D!!!IE:t!!llnt of IDIYE1n;1 1h1II &:2!1sl!!�i I aiYslx 
2D tU fllli�ili!x 2f m1mtatig� iDIYElnce �n1fii• f2E 1tcoh2l 
an� dEYI l�YII tr�1Dl1Di1 

( 21 Su�h lilsb: 1b1ll inclYs!I:• 
(a) AD ••1:1:sa1ni of the 12:S!ltienc1 2f 2iber 1:Ylt11

EK1!:S&in1 in1yan,1 Bo1fit• for IY�lilD2! limH treaD11Di1 
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lb) An &IIIIM§ni gf ib§ ial!IQi 2� mlnsliild ;211EIG 

II 1etsr:ifi1d in la ,,�.gJ5a EJ.2[isli �i1:1iyt�11 

19) B1;21111osliii2n1 SlaJlceroiDII m1DSll:li1d a!nefii1 f2E
IY�IHDQI 119se ia1:taen:1i1 

13) :[be DHIEWDi 2f: IDIYEID91 1balJ. IYlimi:li I El!Q�t

:I 
r4. ihl lfilHl:t :l:2 :libl 1&11:i.1l1fiYm � ISl[eb I 1 198!1 

Section 53. IaioiDI ![Stli[[Mli--

01 Eil!Sb lilil unillEli:b'.: IDSI COMaYDih: 921.l.KI 1b1il 
t slllUl:1.9.1! 2211[111 sll1i1ns& f2[ eyl!liS: 12b22l illQbl[S 1 

J Si:2YDHl2£1 I 10 
l 

12 
13 

14 

15 

16i 

l 

181 

l 

20 

2 

2 

2 

24 

25 

2,:
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2 

l!biiliSEUIDI I lilK lnfS?E5!:BIDfi l!Sl!E&DDII. !i!!!!t 2iblE 
L 1E2f:111i!iimi1l.l1 i2 111i1t ib• in El:9Si!Q:Digina: •�■!iSIII 2f: 

1lcoh2J.ia IDd !ilEYII 11.lu21 IDSI fi2 ir.llD:liif::i 1:11291:lal f!i!E 

ElflEEII IDd tm1:ta1a:li: 
I Z J Such emat1•11b1IJ. I!! m15111iaili�l1 t2 :s;tyd§Dil 

b[ESID:lil.x 10[2111d IDSI W 92DiiDYiDI ldYSl:lii2n Ynit1: 
Section 54. Except•• otherwise provided herein, this 

' act shall take enect October 1, 1988. 
I 

'

I NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNHNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

L ADDlTIONAL SPONSORS 

� Kelly, ltochlin, Crady, Diaz-Ba.lart, Clark, Young, �lickaan, 
, Cosgrove, Arnold, .Jueraon, Hanaon 

1 
Thia ,ublication wa■ prod\lced at an averafe co■t of J.JZ cents

'ter single tage in comciance with the Ru es and for 
1 

he informa ion of 1ua rs of the Legi■lature and the pu.blic. 
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PRIGINAL lUPY

REVISED: BILL NO. SB 685 

DATE: April 26, 1988 Page _l_ 

SENATE STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

ANA
i

STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE �CTIC)l,I 

1. Lamy= Wilson� 1. HRS
2. 2. GO 79' 
3. 3. AP • 

4. 4. 

SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR: 

Abuse, Neglect of Aged and 
Disabled Adults and Children 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present Situation:

SB 685 by 
Senator Grant et al 

Under Chapter 415, F.S., a central abuse registry 1s
established 1n the Department of Health and Rehab1litat1ve
Services (HRS) to receive reports of alleged abuse, neglect or
exploitation of aged persons and disabled adults and to receive
reports of alleged abuse or neglect of children. The registry
accepts reports 1n writing or through a single statewide toll
free telephone number and 1s available 24 hours a day seven
days a week. The registry not only receives reports but
performs such tasks as screening for prior reports, relaying
information to investigative staff, monitoring and evaluating
the effectiveness of reporting and investigating of reports,
and maintaining and producing aggregate statistical data
summaries.

Chapter 415, F.S., also provides that a person does not have to
report directly to the central registry but may report directly
to the local offices of HRS responsible for investigation of
reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation. At one time this
involved approximately 181 different offices statewide.

Subsections 415.103(3) and 415.504(4), F.S. require that the
central abuse registry immediately notify the local HRS staff
of all allegations of abuse, neglect or exploitation. No
provision is made for trained registry staff to screen calls
and refer only those needing immediate action during the night
and early morning hours and refer the others within enough time
to ensure an investigation within 24 hours.

The description of the registry's required functions varies
slightly between the sections relating to aged and disabled
adults and those relating to children. For example, provisions
in s. 415.103(3)(a)3. and 4., F.S., relat;ng to stat1st1cal
reports and technical assistance are not included ins.
415.504(4)(a), F.S.

The law does not include any statements regarding the use of an
automated system with tracking capab1l1ty to ensure that
critical points of investigation are met and to provide timely
management of cases by investigators and supervisors. Current
law does not specify types of information that should be
gathered on alleged perpetrators during the protective
investigation for purposes of the registry.

Chapter 415, F.S., does not require the utilization of
standardized risk assessment instruments. According to HRS,
workers assess risk without established instruments, providing
no consistency among workers. However, 1t should be noted that
the department has developed such an instrument which 1s being
field tested and 1s to be implemented through policy on a
statewide basis. �
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The current law does not make 1t incumbent upon the 
1nvest1gator to make certain that 1dent1f1ed needed services 
are provided through early 1ntervent1on by others within HRS. 

Chapter 415 allows 1nd1cated reports of abuse to be indexed on 
the abuse registry only by the name of the abused or neglected 
aged person, disabled adult, or child. 

Prov1s1ons on immunity from liab1l1ty for aged persons and 
disabled adults and for children differ 1n the corresponding 
sections. 

Confident1al1ty protections are provided for reports used 1n 
adm1n1strative hearings pursuant to ss. 415.103 and 415.504, 
F.S., 1n cases of abuse, but not neglect.

Chapter 415, F.S. does not provide a penalty for persons who 
willfully and knowingly make false reports of abuse, neglect, 
or exploitation or who cause others to make such reports. 

Pursuant to Chapter 20.19, F.S., HRS has a single intake system 
for dependent and delinquent children. The law does not 
reflect current distinctions made by 1987 statutory changes in 
the definition of dependency. 

Chapter 415, F.S., refers to investigations as protective 
investigations while under Chapter 39, F.S., the investigations 
are considered to be part of the intake process for dependency. 
Under Chapter 39, F.S., an intake officer handling dependency 
cases not only investigates to determine dependency and safety, 
including removal, but also provides or recommends services to 
the family to prevent removal of a child or to accommodate the 
possible return of the child. In most locations intake 
officers under Chapter 39, F.S., handle abuse/neglect 
investigations, families and children in need of service cases 
and requests for services. In many areas the same people 
investigate delinquency cases. With regard to investigations 
under Aging and Adult Services, investigators handle 
abuse/neglect investigations, supportive services, home care 
for the elderly, alternate care for the elderly, alternate care 
placement and supervision of adult foster home placements. 

8. Effect of Proposed Changes:

Senate Bill 685 amends s. 20.19, Florida Statutes; Parts I,
III, and IV of Chapter 39, Florida Statutes; and several
sections in chapter 415, Florida Statutes. The changes
include:

requiring use of the statewide toll-free hotline to receive 
all reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation for aged 
persons, disabled adults and children; 

deleting the requirement for unrnediat€ notification of 
local staff for all reports of abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation; 

documenting utilization of an automated data system; 

requiring the utilization of standardized risk assessment 
instruments in protect1ve investigations; 

strengthening the required role of the abuse registry in 
tracking critical steps in the investigation to make 
certain that all required actions are taken; 

authorizing the indexing of an indicated report of 
abuse/neglect/exploitation by names of all subjects of the 
report; 
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CHAPTER 88-337 LAWS OF FLORIDA 

CHAPTER 88-337 

Committee Substitute for 
House 8111 Nos. 614, 103, 220, 85, etc. 

CHAPTER 88-337 

An act relating to prevention 1n1t1atives; creating the 
''Family Policy Act''; establishing a legislative goal; 
establishing provisions, providing legislative intent 
with respect to foster care; directing the Department of 
Health and Rehabilitative Services to establish a pilot 
program to provide assistance and services to shelter and 
foster care homes and to children placed 1n foster or 
shelter care; providing procedures; prov1d1ng for 
funding; providing for evaluation; creating the Child 
Care Partnership Act; providing legislative intent; 
authorizing a grant program for private employers that 
contrlbute to the cost of child care for their employees' 
dependPnts; limiting the grant that may be received; 
requiring maintenance of records; providing that certain 
support sPrv1ces are part of the cost of care for 
purposes of the grant, providing that salaries and wages 
used to compute grants may not be used 1n computing 
certain other taY credits, providing for rules; providing 
for a report to the Office of thP Governor and the 
Legislature; amending s. 402 3195, F S.; extending the 
time period for the loan program undPr the Child Care 
Facility Trust Fund; rev1s1ng interest requirements for 
loans; amending s. 411.103, F.S.; providing a definition; 
creating s. 411.1072, F.S , prov1d1ng for the 
establishment of community resource mother or father 
pilot programs by the Department of Health and 
Rehabilitative Serv1cPs: providing for location of pilot 
programs; providing for contracts; providing criteria; 
authorizing the department to require other criteria; 
authorizing the department to creat-e a comnHJnity resource 
mother or father advisory committee; requiring the 
comm1ttPe to establish certain program guidelines in 
conJunct1on with the department, providing for per diem 
and travPl expenses; prov1d1ng for terrns and membership 
of committee; requ1r1ng preserv1ce a11d ongoing training, 
prov1d1ng for assignment of caseloads; providing for 
supervision; providing for evaluation; prov1d1ng for a 
report; amending s. 20.19, F.S.; conforming duties of 
program offices and service districts of the Department 
of Health and Rehabilitative Services relating to abuse, 
neglect, aband0nment, and explo1lation of aged persons, 
disabled adults, and children to reflect changes in 
protective investigations and current responsibilities, 
amending s. 39.01, F.S.; providing def1nit1ons; amending 
s 39 401, F.S.; conforming terminology and procedures to 
definitions and current practice; providing that priority 
considPration be given to relati•;e placements over 
nonrelative placements; amending s. 39.402, F.S.; 
conforming terminology; amPnd1ng s. 39.403, F.S.; 
prov1d1ng for protective investigation by the department; 
amending s. 39.404, F.S.; conforming terminology; 
amending s. 110.1127, F.S., to change a cross-reference; 
amending s. 415.103, F.S.; renaming the central abuse 
rPq1stry and requ1r1ng any rPport of abuse, neglect, or 
explo1tat1on to be handled by the central abuse registry 
and tracking system; del1neat1ng functions of the central 
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abusP registr> and tracking systP�. pro1ir:l1nq for 
not1f1cat1vn 0f f"11 "', 1 rt<...t staff; pro111,i1,1q f,_,r 1nr:lP"-1•1--i ,_,f 
r-ertain informclt 1 nn; prv·•1d1ng Cr7nfirl':'ntldl L � / ,-f tPp,,rt'�
1n administra�1••p hPar1ng process, aMen,1 1�1 s 41S 1n4,
F.S., prnv1d1nq c;tdndc.1r1Js and rroc':'rJ,Jres frr rPr"r� a",,J
for protecll''P ser"ices in1es�1gat-ons, arnr,•1,l1n� s 
415.107, f S.; c...onfr_,rminq term1n,_,logy a:1d ['r ,,_edurPc; 
amend1no s. 415 111, F.'i ; providing penalt 1P, f•Jr rnaV i nq 
falc;p reports, amPnding s. 415.503, r.s , prov1d1nq 
dPf1n1tions; arnPnd1nq s. 415.504, r.s., confn1rn1nq 
terminology; requ1r1nq child abuse and nPq1ec...t reports tr7 
90 to the central ah11se registry and tracki11g systPm, 
delineating f1inrl1nn•, of the cent-r.'J.l al111se rPg1s1 ty ,Hld 
tracking systPm, pr1,v1du1g procedu1es and t1mP framf", fnr 
not1f1cat10n of d1•,rr1ct staff, ptr7"trlin'J fnr 1rirlP'<lr1•1 1,f 
certain infrnmat inn; providing cnnftdent1al1ty r,f rPp,,rts 
1n thP adm1n1•,t t,1t 1•1e hParinq pr1)1_Pss; rtmt>n,l1nq 
415,505, F.S ; pr,-,,;1,!Lng standarrls =ind pr,1,'Prl111P'"' fnr 
repvrts and for pr,,tect1•;e SPt•nce'.a in'/Psl 1qr1t t"n�· 
amending ss 415.">0',S, <ll5.':ifJ9, arvl ,11•, Sl, r s. 
conforming tPr1111nuluqy, amPnd1ny s �l� s,11, r.s., 
relating to mP1l1ral e'<am1na�10ns of ab11ser:l r7r LP,l'e,_�ed 
children; amenJ1ng s <ll':i 511, F.S. · prc:·nrlirirJ lTT!"-Ll�, 
from l1ah1l1ty and rrnh1h1t1ng reprisal ,"l�a n:t pprs,n 
reporting, amePd1rig c; 4•">,513, F.S,; pr•,"L'l1•q 1-enc.1lt-10:,cs 
for mo'lk1ng .:r falsP rPprirt, arrend1ng s. j'J9 flf,, F S , 
change a cross-rPfPtP11ce; amending s 1t ,ll, f <; , 
providing for r•,1n t approval of tnrlPpend<>nt l 1 ·111q
arrangements fnr n·rtain fostPr r-h1ldten, rPq11111n,1 lhP 
disposition \,rc1Pt t-o prov1dP reasuns for nn11rPl n, t 1vP 
placements n11,l a determination that ce1t-cl1n pff"r�', "erP 
made by thP Oep,1rtmPnt- of Health and RPt1,.d1111 rati•,p 
Services; pro•nding cond1t ions; amending s. JC!.442, F S , 
correcting cruss refP1Pnces; amending s 19.452, F.S,, 
clarify1ng time fra.mPs for preparatinn and subm1ss1nn r7f 
permanent placemPnt plans; del1neat1ng persons to rPrP1ve 
a copy of the p<'rmanent placemPnt plan; spPr1 fy1ng 
possible outrnmP nf plans; requ1r1ng a c0qrt re11e•,1 
w1t-hin 45 days ut subm1ss10n; spec1fying PlPmPntc; of 
review; requ1r1nq appointment of guo'lrdian ad lttPm 11nrlPr 
certain circumstances; prov1ti1ng f,�,r amPn..-imPnt tn the 
plan; providing for parental request for c011rt U!vte", 
amending s. J9 466, F.S , clarifying 1'1r>n ,1dv1s,Jry 
hearings arP held, prov1d1nq time fraIGes for arlJ1irl1c::1t:-r{ 
hearing, prov1d1ng for notice, ariend1ng s lL4G9, F S , 
providing clarification of term usPd, amend111q c;c; 
230.645, 240 2lS, anrl 240.35, F S., pt�v1d1nq f,,r fee 
exemptions unrlPr Cf>rta1n circllmstll.nces; arrPn,l1ru� s. 
240,36, F.S., t·c,rrecting a cross refereri�P; amr>n,]1ng s 
409.145, F.S., exp,H1d1ng the catPqor1es of ppr,,,,ns "he• 
may contin11e to recP1ve servicPs in the childrPn's foster 
care program; amenci1ng s. 409.165, F.S., prov1,J111g for a 
continuum of in,!Ppendent l1v1ng services and pr•iv1ding 
for Department of Health and Rehab1litat1vP ServicPs 
placement of a child in an independent- living s1tuar1on 
under certain cond1t1ons: authorizing use of statp Fosler 
care funds for establishment of an independPnt- living 
program for cett-a1n minors, providing prnced11res, 
amending s. 409. 175, F.S , requ1r1ng train1nq of fostPr 
parents and emerge11cy shelter parents as a rnr1,i1t-1on of 
licensure: creating the Tae;k Force on thP F11t1ne of �J-ip 
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40Q.175, 409.176, and 959.06 for the existPnce of a confirmed repnrt 
madP on t hP personnel as defined in the foregoing provisions ThP 
search shall also include 1nd1cated reports prior to July 1, 1987. 
Peports prior to 1978 shall not bP included. If the search reveals 
an 1nd1cated report prior to July 1, 1987, the department shall 
rPv1ew the report to determine whether the indicated report shall 
remain class1f1ed as indicated or shall be class1f1ed as conftrmed 
according to the def1n1tions 1n s. 415.503. If the report remains 
classified as indicated, the individual may not be disqual1f1ed. If 
the report is classified as confirmed, the department shall notify 
the 1ndiv1dual according to the provisions of s. 415.504(4)(d) The 
department shall report the existence of any confirmed report of 
abuse and advis� the authorized licensing agPncy, applicant for 
l1re�se, or othPr auth011zed agPncy or pPrson of the rPsults of the 
sParch, thP date of the rPp□rt, whPther 30 days have elapsed for 
requests for expunction or amendment, failure of the alleged 
pPrpetrator to respond purstiant to s. 415.504(4)(d), res11lts of any 
hPar1ng cnnducted by the secretary and any subsPquent admin1strat1ve 
hPari�g, and 1n thP case of Jud1c1al dPterm1nat1on of abuse, the 
prnrPdure for 1nspect1on of cnt1rt rrrords as set forth tn s. 
Jg '111(3), The dPprtrtmen• shall not rPlPasP <'lny 1nformat1nn on 
unfn11nded or 1nrl1cated rPports. Prior to a search being cond11cted, 
thP departmPnt or its des1gnee shall notify surh person that an 
inqt11ry will be made. The department shall notify earh person for 
"hnm a search 1s conducted of the results of the Sf'arch upon request. 

(�) ThP depart�Pnt shall, with the �titten cnnsent of a person 
applying to a licensPd child-placing agenLy for the adoption uf a 
child, search 1ts central abuse registry anJ lrac� system fur the 
ex1stencP of a confirmed rPport and adv1sPthel1censed chlla-placing 
a(:wnrJ of any sue h report found and the results of the 1nvest1gation 
c,_1•1r111cted p1irsuar1t rheretr,, including ,..,hPther JO days t1ave eli1psed 
for requests for expunct1on or amenrlmPnt, failure of the alleged 
perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 415.504(4)(d), and results of 
any hearing conJurtPd by the secretary and any subsequent 
administrative hParing held on the report 

(6) ExcPpt as provulPd in s11bsect10n (4), the depattment shall, 
with the 1oJr1tt en consent of a person applying to work with children 
as a vol,inteer or as a pairl emploype for a puhl1c or private 
nnnprofit agenc1, or fur an individual fclm1ly, search its central
ahuse req1stry �!_!__9_ tracki�t�_l11_ for the existence of a cori:firmed
report and shall advise s1ich agency or family of any quch report
fo11nd and the rpc;ults of the invest1g;,t1on conducted pursuant
thereto, including whether 30 days have Plapsed for req11ests for
e�p,rnction or amPnriment, failure of the alleqed perpetratrlr to 
respc,nd pur511ant to s 415 504(4)(d), and results of any hearing
conductPd by the secretary and any suh-;Pquent administrative hParing
held on the report

(7) ThP name of any pPrson repnrt1ng child ah11se or neglect shall 
not be rPleaserl to any person othPr than Pmployees of the departm ent 
rPsponsihlP for child protPctive sPrv1ces, the CPntral abuse registry 
�n<i track._1ng�_e�, or thP appr0pr1ate state dttorney without the 
�r1tten Crlnsent of the perc;on reporting. This does not prohibit the 
suhµ0ena1nq of a person reporting child ahuse or neglect when deemed 
necessary by the state attorney or the department to protect a child 
��o is the suhJect of a rPport, provide<i the fact that such person 
�ade the rep0rt is not disclosPd Any pPrson who reports a r,ase of 
child abuse or nPqlect may, at thP time he makes the report, rPquest 
that thP department notify him that a child protPct1ve investigation 
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occurrPti as a: result 1f the repc,1': Tne dep,11•r,,Pnt c;'la.cl ri:111 s,r-� ;i 

notice to the reportPt 1Hth1n 10 rL'i.yc; of the cc,mr,lPtuJn ,,f 'hP rh1],1 
protect1vP 1nvestigatton. 

Section 27 
read: 

Sect1un 415 511, Flortda Stat11tPc:;, is ar1,,•1r'ed t , 

415 511 Immunity from l1abil1ty in crtsPs of child abuse "r 
neglect.--

lli.L<:.11- Any persnn, off1c1al, or inst1tut1nn participating 1n g,:,::,rj
faith tn any act authorized or required by ss. 41, S02-415.514 shall 
be 1mm11ne from any c1v1l or criminal liability which might otheroJ1sP 
result by reason of s•1ch action, 

(b) Except�_�vi<i_i:d ins. 415.'_)Ql..L§_ll_f_L��uttJ_ing cnnta1nerl 1n 
this section shall be iieemed to�nl unmun1tL, civil or cr1m1nal, t, 
any person sll :?pecte_d of-haVing -ab_use�Or--n:e:911'.!cted a child, 11 

committed any __ 1.l��S:� upon or against a d11ld. 

(2)(a) N9 re�idenl_g� ��-1:_g�f a 
be subJected to reprisal or d1schar9P 
reporting ab

-
Use or r1eq1eC-t pursuant 

section. 

.!_ �E__!_�l.Y_ s (,' r ,, t n g_ __ c!:11 lj.!_�n ma 1 

because of h1s act1uns 111 
t::o ':he re_qui __ rements of '-•,1; 

(b) Any ferson making a report u�der this sect 10n shall ha,� 1
civil cause o _action for appropr 1ate c�mpensat�'�i-��d p_l!.!1_�� l_"P 
damage?: agains-� any_ .E�£50n •,;ho causes 11et rurental changPs_��� 
employ�ent status of such reporting party by. reason of hi;_ �a�rng 
such report. Any detrimental chan�de 1n _the res1dPncy nr 
einpioymE'nt Stclt_us of su-c� person, 10CJ�d109,--bui �ot"--r:imTted �,-, 
discharge, teu:1inat1on, demotio'1, transfer, or re,J1ict10n 1n paj -,r 
benefits or work pr1vile9Ps, or _nPgative_e•;alua�ions ,,,�':n111 a 
prescribed period of time 5hall eslahl1sh_a_rebuttable prPs 1.1rnp•_1,:n 
that such action was retalialo_r� 

Section 28. subsection (2) of section 41�.513, Fl,�rirlrt Statu':e:, 
1s amended, and subsection (3) 1s added to s�id section, to rPad 

415.513 Penalties for falling to repr•rt or prevent 1nq ano�her 
person from report1ng, or disclosing Lr1nf1dertial 1nfnr�a�10n 
relating to, a case of child abuse or neglect�al':1es for m�k1"1g a 
false report.--

(2) Any person who know1ngly and willfully mak es public ot
discloses any confidential information contn1ned 1n the central ah.1�P 
registry and track1ng __ system or 1n the recurds of any cilld ab,1sP L'r 
negl�ct case, except as provided in ss. 415.502-41� Sl4, 1s guilty of 
a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided ins, 
775.082, s. 775 083, or s. 775 084. 

3 An erson who knowin 1 and w11lf!!_l_�s_2_fa!��-�!:_ 
of ch1l a use or neglect, or any person who _advises anot���--.!��� 
a false report, 1s 9u1lty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775,082, s. 715,083, or s. 775.084 
Anyone making a report_ who 1s acti� 1n good faith is immune fr:?.!'.!_� 
liability under this subsection. 

Section 29. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 95q 0n, 
Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read: 
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SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR: 

Abuse, Neglect of Aged and 
Disabled Adults and Children 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present Situation:

SB 685 by 
Senator Grant et al 

Under Chapter 415, F.S., a central abuse registry is
established in the Department of Health and Rehab1litat1ve
Services (HRS) to receive reports of alleged abuse, neglect or
exploitation of aged persons and disabled adults and to receive
reports of alleged abuse or neglect of children. The registry
accepts reports in writing or through a single statewide toll
free telephone number and 1s available 24 hours a day seven
days a week. The registry not only receives reports but
performs such tasks as screening for prior reports, relaying
information to investigative staff, monitoring and evaluating
the effectiveness of reporting and investigating of reports,
and maintaining and producing aggregate statistical data
summaries.

Chapter 415, F.S., also provides that a person does not have to
report directly to the central registry but may report directly
to the local offices of HRS responsible for investigation of
reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation. At one time this
involved approximately 181 different offices statewide.

Subsections 415.103(3) and 415.504(4), F.S. require that the
central abuse registry immediately notify the local HRS staff
of all allegations of abuse, neglect or exploitation. No
provision is made for trained registry staff to screen calls
and refer only those needing immediate action during the night
and early morning hours and refer the others within enough time
to ensure an investigation within 24 hours.

The description of the registry's required functions varies
slightly between the sections relating to aged and disabled
adults and those relating to children. For example, provisions
in s. 415.103(3)(a)3. and 4., F.S., relat�ng to statistical
reports and technical assistance are not included in s.
415.504(4)(a), F.S.

The law does not include any statements regarding the use of an
automated system with tracking capability to ensure that
critical points of investigation are met and to provide timely
management of cases by investigators and supervisors. Current
law does not specify types of information that should be
gathered on alleged perpetrators during the protective
lnvestigation for purposes of the registry.

Chapter 415, F.S., does not require the utilization of
standardized risk assessment instruments. According to HRS,
workers assess risk without established instruments, providing
no consistency among workers. However, it should be noted that
the department has developed such an instrument which 1s being
field tested and 1s to be implemented through policy on a
statewide basis. �
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The current law does not make it incumbent upon the 
investigator to make certain that 1dent1f1ed needed services 
are provided through early intervention by others w1th1n HRS. 

Chapter 415 allows indicated reports of abuse to be indexed on 
the abuse registry only by the name of the abused or neglected 
aged person, disabled adult, or child. 

Prov1s1ons on 1mrnun1ty from l1ab1l1ty for aged persons and 
disabled adults and for children differ 1n the corresponding 
sections. 

Confidentiality protections are provided for reports used in 
admin1strat1ve hearings pursuant to ss. 415.103 and 415.504, 
F.S., 1n cases of abuse, but not neglect.

Chapter 415, F.S. does not provide a penalty for persons who 
willfully and knowingly make false reports of abuse, neglect, 
or exploitation or who cause others to make such reports. 

Pursuant to Chapter 20.19, F.S., HRS has a single intake system 
for dependent and delinquent children. The law does not 
reflect current distinctions made by 1987 statutory changes in 
the definition of dependency. 

Chapter 415, F.S., refers to investigations as protective 
investigations while under Chapter 39, F.S., the investigations 
are considered to be part of the intake process for dependency. 
Under Chapter 39, F.S., an intake officer handling dependency 
cases not only investigates to determine dependency and safety, 
including removal, but also provides or recommends services to 
the family to prevent removal of a child or to accommodate the 
possible return of the child. In most locations intake 
officers under Chapter 39, F.S., handle abuse/neglect 
investigations, families and children 1n need of service cases 
and requests for services. In many areas the same people 
investigate delinquency cases. With regard to investigations 
under Aging and Adult Services, investigators handle 
abuse/neglect investigations, supportive services, home care 
for the elderly, alternate care for the elderly, alternate care 
placement and supervision of adult foster home placements. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

Senate Bill 685 amends s. 20.19, Florida Statutes; Parts I,
III, and IV of Chapter 39, Florida Statutes; and several
sections in chapter 415, Florida Statutes. The changes
include:

requiring use of the statewide toll-free hotline to receive 
all reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation for aged 
persons, disabled adults and children; 

deleting the requirement for urunediate notification of 
local staff for all reports of abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation; 

documenting utilization of an automated data system; 

requiring the utilization of standardized risk assessment 
instruments in protective invest1gat1ons; 

strengthening the required role of the abuse registry in 
tracking critical steps in the investigation to make 
certain that all required actions are taken; 

author1zing the indexing of an indicated report of 
abuse/neglect/exploitation by names of all subjects of the 
report; 
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requ1r1ng add1t1onal 1nformat1on to be obtained on alleged 
perpetrators; 

requiring the delivery of services through the early 
intervention of service workers; 

d1st1ngu1sh1ng the role of the 1nvest1gator from that of 
the service worker; and 

spec1fy1ng the role of the investigator in dependency 
proceedings. 

The legislation also more closely conforms the child abuse 
portions of the law regarding respons1bil1ty of the abuse 
registry and immunity to those of the aged and disabled adult 
portions. This bill provides a penalty for false reporting and 
amends prov1s1ons on conf1dent1al1ty 1n adm1nistrat1ve hearings 
to make certain that neglect reports are handled similarly to 
abuse reports. 

Sectional Analysis 

Section 1. Amends s. 20.19(4)2.e., F.S., to conform 
responsibilities of the Children, Youth and Families Program 
Office to changes made in Chapter 39, F.S., last session and to 
reflect the proposed changes in the intake function at the 
district level. 

Section 2. Amends s. 39.01, F.S., by changing the definition 
title of "caretaker/homemaker''; changing the term "intake" to 
refer only to non-dependency cases; changing the term 1'intake 
officer" to delete responsibility for dependency cases; and 
adding definitions of "protective investigation" and 
"protective investigator." 

Section 3. Amends s. 39.401, F.S., to reflect the change in 
terminology from "intake officer" to 11protective investigator." 
Also states that the protective investigation office receives 
reports on cases involving abuse, neglect, or abandonment. All 
other reports are referred to the appropriate service unit of 
the local Children, Youth, and Families Office. Only abused, 
abandoned or neglected children are to be delivered to the 
protective investigation office; others go to the appropriate 
HRS service unit. The term "caretaker/homemaker" is changed to 
"housekeeper/homemaker." 

�e���on 4� Amends s. 39.402, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 5. Amends s. 39.403, F.S., to conform terminology and 
to require all reports or complaints of abuse or neglect as 
defined in s. 415.503, F.S., to be reported to the central 
abuse registry and tracking system. Requires other dependency 
allegations to be reported to the appropiiate service unit of 
the local Children, Youth, and Families Office. Clarifies to 
whom a complainant will furnish information. 

Section 6. Amends s.39.404(3) and (6), F.S. to conform to 
changes 1n terminology. 

Section 7. Amends s. 39.423 to correct a cross-reference. 

Section 8. Amends s. 415.103, F.S., to rename the "central 
abuse registry" as the "central abuse registry and tracking 
system." Requires all reports to go directly to the registry 
and tracking system. Clarifies functions the system will 
enable HRS to perform, including tracking critical steps in the 
investigative process to ensure compliance with requirements. 
Provides the "central abuse registry and tracking system with 
authority to determine which reports require immediate on-site 
protective investigations and which require �ve.stigation 
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within 24 hours. Provides procedures for notification of the 
local Aging and Adult Services Office based upon the 
determ1nat1on. Permits 1ndex1ng of an indicated report by 
names of all subJects of the report. Adds neglect reports to 
the conf1dent1al1ty requirement during the adm1n1strative 
hearing process. 

Section 9. A.mends s. 415.104, F.S., requiring social security 
number and date of birth, instead of age, for information 
gathered on persons who are subJects of the report. Requires 
certain information to be gathered on alleged perpetrators. 
States that the alleged perpetrator shall cooperate in 
provision of information. Requires ut1lizat1on of standardized 
risk assessment instruments. EApedites delivery of early 
intervention services. 

Section 10. Amends s. 415.107, F.S. to conform changes in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. 

Section 11. Amends s. 415.111, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to provide a penalty for false reporting or 
causing others to make a false report. The penalty 1s a second 
degree misdemeanor. 

Section 12. Amends s. 415.503(4), F.S., to conform 
terminology. 

Section 13. Amends s. 415,504, F.S., to rename the "abuse 
registry" as the "central abuse registry and tracking system." 
Requires all reports to go directly to the registry and 
tracking system. Clarifies functions the system will enable 
HRS to perform, including tracking critical steps to ensure 
compliance, maintaining and producing reports, and serving as a 
resource for evaluation, management, and planning. Provides 
the registry and tracking system with authority to determine 
which reports need immediate on-site protective investigations 
and which require investigations within 24 hours. Provides 
procedures for notification of local offices. Permits 1ndex1ng 
of an indicated report by names of all subJects of the report. 
Adds neglect reports to the confidentiality requirement during 
the administrative hearing process. 

Section 14. Amends s. 415.505, F.S., to accomplish the 
identical functions described in section 9. 

Section __ l5. Amends s. 415.5055, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 16. Amends s. 415.509, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 17. Amends s. 415.51, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
central abuse registry and tracking syste�. 

Section 18. Amends s. 415.511, F.S., to conform the immunity 
from liability provisions for cases of child abuse or neglect. 

Section 19. 
terminology 
Language is 

Amends s. 415.513, F.S., to 
and to provide a penalty for 
identical to proposed change 

Section 20. Provides an effective date. 

conform changes in 
false reporting. 
in s. 415.111, F.S. 

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:

A. Public:

None.

B. Government:
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According to HRS, in order to implement this bill which 
centralizes receipt, screening, assignment and tracking of 
reports of abuse, neglect and explo1tat1on of aged and disabled 
adults and children, S980,461 will be needed for FY 1988-89 to 
staff and fully operat1onal1ze the central abuse registry and 
tracking system plus $4,710,176, for d1str1ct adm1n1strat1ve 
expenses (staff and computers) for a total of $5,690,637 for FY 
1988-89. The Department of HRS estimates that the 
annual1zat1on of this cost will be $4,117,364 for FY 1989-90. 

This bill 1s a part of the department's overall Protective 
Services Initiative which is estimated to cost $16,544,632 to 
fully implement in FY 1988-89. 

Ill. COMMENTS: 

None. 

IV. AMENDMENTS:

None.
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SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR: 

Abuse, Neglect of Aged and 
Disabled Adults and Children 

CS/SB 685 by HRS Committee and 
Senator Grant et al 

!. SUMMARY: 

ftD3 

A. Present Situation:

Under chapter 415, F.S., a central abuse registry is
established in the Department of Health and Rehabil1tat1ve
Services {HRS) to receive reports of alleged abuse, neglect or
explo1tat1on of aged persons and disabled adults and to receive
reports of alleged abuse or neglect of children. The registry
accepts reports 1n writing or through a single statewide toll
free telephone number and 1s available 24 hours a day seven
days a week. The registry not only receives reports but
performs such tasks as screening for prior reports, relaying
information to investigative staff, monitoring and evaluating
the effectiveness of reporting and investigating of reports,
and maintaining and producing aggregate statistical data
summaries.

Chapter 415, F.S., also provides that a person does not have to
report directly to the central registry but may report directly
to the local offices of HRS responsible for investigation of
reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation. At one time this
involved approximately 181 different offices statewide.

Subsections 415.103(3) and 415.504(4), F.S. require that the
central abuse registry immediately notify the local HRS staff
of all allegations of abuse, neglect or exploitation. No
provision is made for trained registry staff to screen calls
and refer only those needing immediate action during the night
and early morning hours and refer the others within enough time
to ensure an investigation within 24 hours.

The description of the registry's required functions varies
slightly between the sections relating to aged and disabled
adults and those relating to children. For example, provisions
1n s. 415.103(3) (a)3. and 4., F.S., relating to statistical
reports and technical assistance are not included ins.
415.504(4)(a), F.S.

The law does not include any statements regarding the use of an
automated system with tracking capability to ensure that
critical points of invest1gat1ons are met and to provide timely
management of cases by investigators and supervisors. Current
law does not specify types of information that should be
gathered on alleged perpetrators during the protective
investigation for purposes of the registry.

Chapter 415, F.S., does not require the utilization of
standardized risk assessment instruments. According to HRS,
workers assess risk without established instruments, providing
no consistency among workers. However, it should be noted that
HRS has developed such an instrument which is being field
tested and 1s to be implemented through policy on a statewide
basis.
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The current law does not make 1t incumbent upon the 
investigator to make certain that identified needed services 
are provided through early intervention by others w1th1n HRS. 

Chapter 415, F.S., allows indicated reports of abuse to be 
indexed on the abuse registry only by the name of the abused or 
neglec\ed aged person, disabled adult, or child. 

Provisions on immunity from liability for aged persons and 
disabled adults and for children differ in the corresponding 
sections. 

Confidentiality protections are provided for reports used in 
adrn1nistrat1ve hearings pursuant to ss. 415.103 and 415.504, 
F.S., 1n cases of abuse, but not neglect.

Chapter 415, F.S., does not provide a penalty for persons who 
willfully and knowingly make false reports of abuse, neglect, 
or exploitation or who cause others to make such reports. 

Pursuant to chapter 20.19, F,S., HRS has a single intake system 
for dependent and delinquent children. The law does not 
reflect current distinctions made by 1987 statutory changes in 
the definition of dependency. 

Chapter 415, F.S., refers to investigations as protective 
investigations while under chapter 39, F.S., the investigations 
are considered to be part of the intake process for dependency. 
Under chapter 39, F.S., an intake officer handling dependency 
cases not only investigates to determine dependency and safety, 
including removal, but also provides or recommends services to 
the family to prevent removal of a child or to accommodate the 
possible return of the child. In most locations intake 
officers under chapter 39, F.S., handle abuse/neglect 
investigations, families and children 1n need of service cases 
and requests for services. In many areas the same people 
investigate delinquency cases. With regard to investigations 
under Aging and Adult Services, investigators handle 
abuse/neglect investigations, supportive services, home care 
for the elderly, alternate care for the elderly, alternate care 
placement and supervision of adult foster home placements. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 685 amends s. 20.19,
Florida Statutes; Parts I, III, and IV of chapter 39, Florida
Statutes; and several sections in chapter 415, Florida
Statutes. These changes include:

requiring use of the statewide toll-free hotline to receive 
all reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation for aged 
persons, disabled adults and children; 

deleting the requirement for immediate notification of 
local staff for all reports of abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation; 

documenting utilization of an automated data system; 

requiring the utilization of standardized risk assessment 
instruments in protective investigations; 

strengthening the required role of the abuse registry in 
tracking critical steps in the investigation to make 
certain that all required actions are taken; 

authorizing the indexing of an indicated report of 
abuse/neglect/exploitation by names of all subJects of the 
report; 
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requiring additional information to be obtained on alleged 
perpetrators; 

requiring the delivery of services through the early 
intervention of service workers; 

distinguishing the role of the investigator from that of 
the service worker; and 

specifying the role of the investigator in dependency 
proceedings. 

The legislation also more closely conforms the child abuse 
portions of the law regarding responsib1l1ty of the abuse 
registry and immunity to those of the aged and disabled adult 
portions. 

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 685 provides a penalty for 
false reporting. 

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 685 amends provisions on 
confidentiality in administrative hearings to make certain that 
neglect reports are handled similarly to abuse reports. 

Finally, Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 685 amends 
language in Chapter 39 to provide that adult relatives will be 
given priority consideration over nonrelative placements when a 
child must be removed from the home setting because of abuse, 
abandonment or neglect. 

Sectional Analysis 

Section 1, Amends s. 20.19(4)2.e., F.S., to conform 
responsibilities of the Children, Youth and Families Program 
Off ice to changes made in Chapter 39, F. S., last session and to 
reflect the proposed changes in the intake function at the 
district level. 

Section 2. Amends s. 39.01, F.S., by changing the definition 
title of "caretaker/homemaker"; changing the term "intake" to 
refer only to non-dependency cases; changing the term "intake 
officer" to delete responsibility for dependency cases; and 
adding definitions of "protective investigation" and 
''protective investigator." 

Section 3. Amends s. 39.401, F.S., to reflect the change in 
terminology from "intake officer" to "protective investigator," 
Provides that placement with a relative shall be given priority 
consideration over a nonrelative placement. Also states that 
the protective investigation office receives reports on cases 
involving abuse, neglect, or abandonment. All other reports 
are referred to the appropriate service unit of the local 
Children, Youth, and Families Office. Only abused, abandoned 
or neglected children are to be delivered to the protective 
investigation office; others go to the appropriate HRS service 
unit. The term "caretaker/homemaker" is changed to 
"housekeeper/homemaker." 

Sect1_o_l}_____j_. Amends s. 39.402, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 5. Amends s. 39.403, F.S., to conform terminology and 
to require all reports or complaints of abuse or neglect as 
defined in s. 415.503, F.S., to be reported to the central 
abuse registry and tracking system. Requires other dependency 
allegations to be reported to the appropriate service unit of 
the local Children, Youth, and Families Office. Clarifies to 
whom a complainant will furnish information. Conforms changes 
in terminology. 
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Section 6. Amends s.39.404(3) and (6), F.S. to conform to 
changes 1n terminology. 

Section 7. Amends s. 110.1127(3)(a), F.S., to correct a cross
reference. 

Section 8. Amends s. 415.103 1 F.S. to rename the "central 
abuse registry" as the "central abuse registry and tracking 
system." Requires all reports to go directly to the registry 
and tracking system. Clarifies functions the system will 
enable HRS to perform, including tracking critical steps in the 
investigative process to ensure compliance with requirements. 
Provides the central abuse registry and tracking system with 
authority to determine which reports require immediate on-site 
protective investigations and which require 1nvest1gation 
within 24 hours, Provides procedures for notification of the 
local Aging and Adult Services Office based upon the 
determination. Permits indexing of an indicated report by 
names of all subjects of the report. Adds neglect reports to 
the confidentiality requirement during the administrative 
hearing process. 

Section 9. >.mends s. 415.104, F.S., requiring social security 
number and date of birth, instead of age, for information 
gathered on persons who are subjects of the report. Requires 
certain information to be gathered on alleged perpetrators. 
States that the alleged perpetrator shall cooperate in 
provision of information. Requires utilization of standardized 
risk assessment instruments. Expedites delivery of early 
intervention services. 

Section 10. >.mends s. 415.107, F.S. to conform changes in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. 

Section 11. Amends s. 415.111, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to provide a penalty for false reporting or 
causing others to make a false report. The penalty is a second 
degree misdemeanor. 

Section 12. Amends s. 415.503(4), F.S., to conform 
terminology. 

Section 13. >..mends s. 415.504, F.S., to rename the "abuse 
registry'' as the "central abuse registry and tracking system." 
Requires all reports to go directly to the registry and 
tracking system. Clarifies functions the system will enable 
HRS to perform, including tracking critical steps to ensure 
compliance, maintaining and producing reports, and serving as a 
resource for evaluation, management, and planning. Provides 
the registry and tracking system with authority to determine 
which reports need immediate on-site protective investigations 
and which require investigations within 24 hours. Provides 
procedures for notification of local offices. Permits indexing 
of an indicated report by names of all subjects of the report. 
Adds neglect reports to the confidentiality requirement during 
the administrative hearing process. 

Section 14. Amends s. 415,505, F.S., to accomplish the 
identical functions described in section 9. 

Section 15. Amends s. 415.5055, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Sect�on 19� Amends s. 415.509, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 17. Amends s. 415.51, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. 

Section 18. Amends s. 415.511, F.S., to conform the immunity 
from liability provisions for cases of child abuse or neglect. 
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Section 19. 
terminology 
Language 1s 

Amends s. 415.513, F.S., to conform changes in 
and to provide a penalty for false reporting. 
identical to proposed change in s. 415.111, F.S. 

section 20. Amends s. 959.06, F.S., to correct cross
references. 

Sectiorl 21. Provides an effective date. 

II, ECONOMl�__l),(PACT AND FISCAL NOTE: 

A. Public:

None.

B. Government:

According to HRS, in order to implement this bill which
centralizes receipt, screening, assignment and tracking of
reports of abuse, neglect and exploitation of aged and disabled
adults and children, $980,461 will be needed for FY 1988-89 to
staff and fully operationalize the central abuse registry and
tracking system plus $4,710,176, for district administrative
expenses (staff and computers) for a total of $5,690,637 for FY
1988-89. The Department of HRS est,mates that the
annualizat1on of this cost will be $4,117,364 for FY 1989-90.

This bill is a part of the department's overall Protective
Services In1t1at1ve which is estimated to cost $16,544,632 to
fully implement in FY 1988-89.

Ill. COMMENT�: 

None. 

IV. AME:NDMENTS :

None.
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SUBJECT: BILL NO. AND SPONSOR: 

Abuse, Neglect of Aged and 
Disabled Adults and Children 

I. SUMMARY:

A. Present Situation:

PCS/SB 685 by HRS Committee and 
Senator Grant et al 

Under chapter 415, F.S., a central abuse registry 1s
established 1n the Department of Health and Rehabilitative
Services {HRS) to receive reports of alleged abuse, neglect or
exploitation of aged persons and disabled adults and to receive
reports of alleged abuse or neglect of children. The registry
accepts reports 1n writing or through a single statewide toll
free telephone number and 1s available 24 hours a day seven
days a week. The registry not only receives reports but
performs such tasks as screening for prior reports, relaying
information to investigative staff, monitoring and evaluating
the effectiveness of reporting and investigating of reports,
and maintaining and producing aggregate statistical data
summaries.

Chapter 415, F.S., also provides that a person does not have to
report directly to the central registry but may report directly
to the local offices of HRS responsible for investigation of
reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation. At one time this
involved approximately 181 different offices statewide.

Subsections 415.103(3) and 415.504(4), F.S. require that the
central abuse registry immediately notify the local HRS staff
of all allegations of abuse, neglect or exploitation. No
provision is made for trained registry staff to screen calls
and refer only those needing immediate action during the night
and early morning hours and refer the others within enough time
to ensure an investigation within 24 hours.

The description of the registry's required functions varies
slightly between the sections relating to aged and disabled
adults and those relating to children. For example, provisions
in s. 415.103(3)(a)3. and 4., F.S., relat,ing to statistical
reports and technical assistance are not included ins.
415.504(4)(a), F.S.

The law does not include any statements regarding the use of an
automated system with tracking capability to ensure that
critical points of investigations are met and to provide timely
management of cases by investigators and supervisors. Current
law does not specify types of information that should be
gathered on alleged perpetrators during the protective
investigation for purposes of the registry.

Chapter 415, F.S., does not require the utilization of
standardized risk assessment instruments. According to HRS,
workers assess risk without established instruments, prov1d1ng
no consistency among workers. However, it should be noted that
HRS has developed such an instrument which 1s being field
tested and is to be implemented through policy on a statewide
basis. • 

/703 
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The current law does not make it incumbent upon the 
investigator to make certain that 1dent1f1ed needed services 
are provided through early intervention by others within HRS. 

Chapter 415, F.S., allows indicated reports of abuse to be 
indexed on the abuse registry only by the name of the abused or 
neglected aged person, disabled adult, or child. 

Prov1s1ons on immunity from l1ab1l1ty for aged persons and 
disabled adults and for children differ in the corresponding 
sections. 

Confidentiality protections are provided for reports used in 
adm1n1strat1ve hearings pursuant to ss. 415.103 and 415.504, 
F.S., 1n cases of abuse, but not neglect.

Chapter 415, F.S., does not provide a penalty for persons who 
willfully and knowingly make false reports of abuse, neglect, 
or exploitation or who cause others to make such reports. 

Pursuant to chapter 20.19, F.S., HRS has a single intake system 
for dependent and delinquent children. The law does not 
reflect current distinctions made by 1987 statutory changes in 
the definition of dependency. 

Chapter 415, F.S., refers to investigations as protective 
investigations while under chapter 39, F.S., the investigations 
are considered to be part of the intake process for dependency. 
Under chapter 39, F.S., an intake officer handling dependency 
cases not only investigates to determine dependency and safety, 
including removal, but also provides or recommends services to 
the family to prevent removal of a child or to accommodate the 
possible return of the child. In most locations intake 
officers under chapter 39, F.S., handle abuse/neglect 
investigations, families and children in need of service cases 
and requests for services. In many areas the same people 
investigate delinquency cases. With regard to investigations 
under Aging and Adult Services, investigators handle 
abuse/neglect investigations, supportive services, home care 
for the elderly, alternate care for the elderly, alternate care 
placement and supervision of adult foster home placements. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:

Proposed Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 685 amends s.
20.19, Florida Statutes; Parts I, III, and IV of chapter 39,
Florida Statutes; and several sections 1n chapter 415, Florida
Statutes. These changes include:

requiring use of the statewide toll-free hotline to receive 
all reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation for aged 
persons, disabled adults and children; 

deleting the requirement for irnmediat� notification of 
local staff for all reports of abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation; 

documenting utilization of an automated data system; 

requiring the utilization of standardized risk assessment 
instruments in protective investigations; 

strengthening the required role of the abuse registry in 
tracking critical steps in the investigation to make 
certain that all required actions are taken; 

authorizing the indexing of an indicated report of 
abuse/neglect/explo1tat1on by names of all subjects of the 
report; 
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requ1r1ng add1t1onal information to be obtained on alleged 
perpetrators; 

requiring the delivery of services through the early 
intervention of service workers; 

dist1nguish1ng the role of the investigator from that of 
the service worker; and 

specifying the role of the investigator 1n dependency 
proceedings. 

The legislation also more closely conforms the child abuse 
portions of the law regarding respons1b1l1ty of the abuse 
registry and immunity to those of the aged and disabled adult 
portions. 

Proposed Committee Substitute for Senate 8111 685 provides a 
penalty for false reporting. 

Proposed Committee Substitute for Senate 8111 685 amends 
prov1s1ons on confident1al1ty in adm1n1strat1ve hearings to 
make certain that neglect reports are handled similarly to 
abuse reports. 

Finally, Proposed Committee Substitute for Senate 8111 685 
amends language 1n Chapter 39 to provide that adult relatives 
will be given priority consideration over nonrelative 
placements when a child must be removed from the home setting 
because of abuse, abandonment or neglect. 

Sectional Analysis 

Section 1. Amends s. 20.19(4)2.e., F.S., to conform 
responsibilities of the Children, Youth and Families Program 
Office to changes made in Chapter 39, F.S., last session and to 
reflect the proposed changes in the intake function at the 
district level. 

Section 2. Amends s. 39.01, F.S., by changing the definition 
title of "caretaker/homemaker"; changing the term "intake'' to 
refer only to non-dependency cases; changing the term "intake 
officer" to delete responsibility for dependency cases; and 
adding definitions of "protective investigation" and 
"protective investigator." 

Section 3. Amends s. 39.401, F.S., to reflect the change in 
terminology from "intake officer" to "protective investigator." 
Provides that placement with a relative shall be given priority 
consideration over a nonrelative placement. Also states that 
the protective investigation office receives reports on cases 
involving abuse, neglect, or abandonment .• All other reports 
are referred to the appropriate service unit of the local 
Children, Youth, and Families Office. Only abused, abandoned 
or neglected children are to be delivered to the protective 
investigation office; others go to the appropriate HRS service 
unit. The term 1'caretaker/homemaker" is changed to 
"housekeeper/homemaker." 

Sectio� Amends s. 39.402, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 5. Amends s. 39.403
r 

F.S., to conform terminology and 
to require all reports or complaints of abuse or neglect as 
defined 1n s. 415.503, F.S., to be reported to the central 
abuse registry and tracking system. Requires other dependency 
allegations to be reported to the appropriate service unit of 
the local Children, Youth, and Families Office. Clarifies to 
whom a complainant will furnish information. Conforms changes 
in terminology. 

•
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Section 6. Amends s.39.404(3) and (6), F.S. to conform to 
changes 1n terminology. 

Section 7. Amends s. 110.1127(3)(a), F.S., to correct a cross
reference. 

Section 8. Amends s. 415.103, F.S. to rename the "central 
abuse registry" as the "central abuse registry and tracking 
system." Requires all reports to go directly to the registry 
and tracking system. Clar1f1es functions the system will 
enable HRS to perform, including tracking critical steps in the 
1nvest1gat1ve process to ensure compliance with requirements. 
Provides the central abuse registry and tracking system with 
authority to determine which reports require 1mmed1ate on-site 
protective 1nvestigat1ons and which require invest1gat1on 
w1th1n 24 hours. Provides procedures for not1f1cat1on of the 
local Aging and Adult Services Office based upon the 
determination. Permits indexing of an indicated report by 
names of all subJects of the report. Adds neglect reports to 
the confidentiality requirement during the administrative 
hearing process. 

Section 9. Amends s. 415.104, F.S., requiring social security 
number and date of birth, instead of age, for information 
gathered on persons who are subJects of the report. Requires 
certain information to be gathered on alleged perpetrators. 
States that the alleged perpetrator shall cooperate in 
provision of information. Requires utilization of standardized 
risk assessment instruments. Expedites delivery of early 
intervention services. 

Section 10. Amends s. 415.107, F.S. to conform changes in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. 

Section 11. Amends s. 415.111, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to provide a penalty for false reporting or 
causing others to make a false report. The penalty is a second 
degree misdemeanor. 

Section 12. Amends s. 415.503(4), F.S., to conform 
terminology. 

Section 13. Amends s. 415.504, F.S., to rename the "abuse 
registry'' as the "central abuse registry and tracking system.'' 
Requires all reports to go directly to the registry and 
tracking system. Clarifies functions the system will enable 
HRS to perform, including tracking critical steps to ensure 
compliance, maintaining and producing reports, and serving as a 
resource for evaluation, management, and planning. Provides 
the registry and tracking system with authority to determine 
which reports need immediate on-site protective investigations 
and which require investigations within 2.4 hours. Provides 
procedures for notification of local offices. Permits indexing 
of an indicated report by names of all subjects of the report. 
Adds neglect reports to the confidentiality requirement during 
the administrative hearing process. 

Section 14. Amends s. 415.505, F.S., to accomplish the 
identical functions described in section 9. 

Section 15. Amends s. 415.5055, F.S., to conform terminology. 

�ei:::;_tion 16_, Amends s. 415.509, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 17. Amends s. 415.51, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. 

Section 18. Amends s. 415.511, F.S., to conform the immunity 
from liability provisions for cases of child�bus-e or neglect. 
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Section 19. 
terminology 
Language is 

Amends s. 415.513, F.S., to conform changes in 
and to provide a penalty for false reporting. 
identical to proposed change 1n s. 415.111, F.S. 

Section 20. Amends s. 959.06, F,S., to correct cross
references. 

Section 21. Provides an effective date. 

II. ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOT�:

A. Public:

None.

B. Government:

According to HRS, in order to implement this bill which
centralizes receipt, screening, assignment and tracking of
reports of abuse, neglect and explo1tat1on of aged and disabled
adults and children, $980,461 will be needed for FY 1988-89 to
staff and fully operat1onal1ze the central abuse registry and
tracking system plus $4,710,176, for d1str1ct adm1n1strative
expenses (staff and computers) for a total of $5,690,637 for FY
1988-89. The Department of HRS estimates that the
annualizat1on of this cost will be $4,117,364 for FY 1989-90.

This bill 1s a part of the department's overall Protective
Services In1tiat1ve which is estimated to cost $16,544,632 to
fully implement in FY 1988-89.

I I I . COMMENTS : 

None. 

IV. AMENDMENT 1,:

None.
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I. SUHMM;Y: 

CS/HB 614 cOlllbtn•s etght bill■ relating to prevention that contain provlalona which 
will atrength•n Florida'■ familiea, will irnprove the care of Florida'■ children and 
fMilie■ in need of aa■iatanca, and w1ll enhance the opportunity for all children to 
grow to adulthood without th• deb1lit"'ting effecte of inadequate child care, 1ub1it■nce 
■bu••• child neglect and llbu••• teenage pre-gnancy, and inadequate foeter care Theae 
bilh taken together provide a COft1)rehen■ive prPv•ntion inltiative The following 
lllit identifies thos• billli �nd the section� of CS/HB 614 in which they are cont■lned: 
HB 614, Florida Family Policy Act (Sections 1-2); H� 103, Shelter or Foster C!lre 
(Section J); CS/II■• 220, 85, child Care Partnership ,.ct (S•ctioni; 4-6), CS/HB 549, 
C011111Jnity Reaource Moth•r or Father Program■ (Section• 7-8); H� ISIS, Abu■e/Negl•ct of 
Aged, Disabled ,.dull■, , Children (Section• 9-29), HB 1518, Foater care (Section• 
30-41); HB 1545, Marriage and the Family Unit (Section 42), and HB 1S46, Subatance 
.t.buae Prevention (Section• 43-45). 

"• PftESrNT SITU,.TION: 
Florida Family Policy ,.ct 

current Flor1da law doeli not contain a specific 1latement on 
overall leg1■latlve goal■ for sll of Florida's familiea At the 
hearing■ of the Ad lloc COl!lnilte• on Childre n during the interim, ape,aker■ 
indicated the need for flor1da to have e1tabli&hed certain baaic goala for 
fNDiliea that ■hould be uaed as; the atandard for the l'ltata. According to the 
peraon■ who telitified at the hearing■, th• goal• identified should be u■ed a■ 
principle• to guide public policy toward familiea and children and the action1 of 
the state agenciea and the Legislature when it■ action■ involve families. 
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Shelter or Foat•r Care, 
Th• Department of Health and Rehabll1tat1ve Servic•li elitimate■ that on June 30, 
1987, ther• will be 6,500 children in re■1dent1al care in the fo■t•r care progrillll 
and another 1,000 children receiving po■t placement aervice■• Thu ■tate pay■ the 
following for foater home ceore: 

Type of C!lre 

Nonnal 

Moderate 

Intenalve 

,_ge of Child 

0 - 11 

12 • 

0 - 11 

12• 

0 - 11 
12• 

Amount/Month 

$233 
$2'J3 

$247 
$]09 

$261 
$320 

Th• monthly payment include• proviaion for allowance, clothing, incidental■, and 
general car• of the child. Th• ■tale doe■ provide an additional $100 achool 
clothing allowance for school aga children. Children in foater care are Medicaid 
eligible. 

,.11 medical care la paid for through Medicaid, lf po1■ible, Children in fo■tar 
care are not &bl• to receive ■tata ■upported orthodont■l care, because ther• i• 
no cover�ge und•r Medicaid for ■uch care. Mental health service■ can be acce■aed 
for children, however, thi■ drn1■ not mean that funding i■ availabl• to cover th• 
aervic•• needed by all tha children. 

According to the Department of HRS, 45 percent of all children in shelter or 
foster care preaent 111Pd1cal, emot1onal/behaviorel, d•velopmental, or other 
problem■ that require i;pecialtzed service■• In aurveya thst have be•n conducted 
over the paat few years;, ahelter and foster care parent■ have exprea8ed concern 
that they do not have the ■klll■, reaource■, or liupport to handle thelie children. 

Exi■ting funding and resource■ within the Depart�nt of HRS are •ither to!lrgated 
for 1ipecific child population• or are utilized to purchase a unique service. 
Services provided to children are dependent upon their point of entry into care 
and the categorical relitrictionli placed on the service. Funding for ahelter and 
Coater care ii intended to reiJ!'buraa these ■ub■titute parent■ for ba■ic expen■ea 
only for deptindent children in ahelter and foater cera, there ar• few ■ourc•• 
of funding to cover th•ir need■ beyond baliic medical end mental health service■• 

1'here are 1'pproxlmn.tely 31100 licensed foliter hOIIIO■• The famill•■ 11r• not 
provided wlth any re�pite care or temporary relief care. Ho parnprofeasionala or 
aide■ are avail!Wle to n■sist in traneportat1on of children to routine 
appointments, or other apecio!ll tripa, thereby. leaving thi■ rei;ponliibtlity for 
either the foi;ter parent or the fo■ter care worker currently, the foi;ter care 
program is stafh•d to meet approxi.mately 10 perc•nt of the need That i■, fo■t•r 
c1're iii budgeted to have a ataff to child ratio of l:2e, when the 1111Uimwn 
ca■•load level recognized by Child W•lfare League of America is 1:20. The actual 
filled position■ would only accomnodete meeting e n•ed of approxi111■tely 60 to 65 
perc•nt. 

I'/ /8&'/ 



rriq• J 
l'llll I: C!!/HB 614 
U11te Mey IB, 19f!8 

AR or June lO, t9B7, rlorid■ had 1010 children ln 11h•lter car• with • licen■ad 
capacity of 1023 bed•, ◄65 of which are 1n family shelter■, Unlike foster care, 
shelter car• i■ intended to be a 11hort-term piace!M!nt [or children who noed to be 
removed from their ramill•• ln order to protect them, who n�•d lo be tempor11rily 
hou•ed until• judicial determination on dependency and placement can be made, 
who are in ro■ter care but due to circu.i•t■nce■ mu■t be moved fra111 one plac•ment 
to another, and who are runaway children. The rat• of pay [or shelter care in 
family ■helter l• $10/d•y for children •qe■ 0-11 and $11/day for children 12 and 
older. In addition to the per diem rate the home■ rec•lv!!! • bed eub■idy of 
$50/n:tnth/b.d, Thi■ subsidy ensures the availability of• bed at any time it 
�19hl be n••ded. A■ with fo■t•r c•re children, certain service■ ■r• available to 
children in emergency ■helt•r. However, emergency 11h•lter1, like fo■ter hOl!le■, 
■re not provided -ny or th• support 11ervice1 mentioned in Section J or the 
legislation. 

finally, the •t■te doe■ not 
children who ■re at ri11k of 
in shelter or ro■ter care. 
fo!lfflili•• and children, but 
not unifon1 throughout the 

have II continuum of servlces available to families of 
having children removed from the home for placement 
The ■t■te doe■ have some ■ervice■ for at-risk 

they ■re not always •vailable when needed and they •r• 
■late 

Child C•re Partner•hlp Act 
currently, • 220,12, Florida Statutes, which de[inea net income, allows a 
deduction [or child care facility •tart-up coata. The•• costa are defined in •· 
220.0J(l)(ee), r.s., •• being: expenditure■ for equipment (includlng playground 
■-quip,nent, kitchen appliancea, and cooking equipl!l■nl) and real property 
( including l•nd and i.fflprov-nts), uaed to eata.bliah a child cere facility ••
defined by■ 402.032(◄), F S. This facility mu■t be located in the ■t•t■, on 
the premise■, or within 5 miles of the employee■' workplace and u•ed exclu■iv•ly 
by the �loyee■ of the taxpayer Thi■ deduction is applied to th■ corporation'■ 
·--·

section ◄02 3195, Florida Statutes, cra■t■s a tru■t fund to ha u■ed by the 
Dep■rt1nent of Health and Rehabilitative Services in th■ expanding or e■tabli■hing 
of child car• facilitie■• The applicants for the■e fund■ muat be deemed eligible 
by the department ■nd the loan■ may not exceed $100,000. currently thi■ section 
i■ due to expire Jun• 30, 198e, and the fund• ■hall revert to the General Revenue 
Fund. 

C011111Unity Resource Mother• and rather■ 
Ch•pter ◄11, the Handicap Prevention Act, e■ta.bli■he■ a continuum of prevention 
11ervice■ to high-ri■k and handicapped children as a ba■i■ for th• intra-agency 
and interagency program coordination, monitoring, and analysi11 required of the 
Departments of HRS ■nd lducation The continuum include■ area■ for both aingle 
and multi-departmental impletnent•tion depending upon the availability of 
re■ource■• The continuum include■ family lif• educ•tion ■nd aupport ■ervices 
prior to pr9e1n■ncy, 11111ternity and newborn ■ervice■; health services for pr■Kchool 
children; education ■nd related aervice■ for handicapped and high-ri■k preschool 
children; and Kupport ■ervice■ for high-risk and handic•pped children •nd their 
familie■• Chapter 411 e■t■blishe■ certain program■ ■uch a• developmental 
intervention ■nd parent support and training program• ■nd foster grandparent and 
retired senior volunteer ■ervice■ to high-ri■k and handicapped•ch1ldren. The law 
al■o requir•• the provi■ion of specific prenatal ■ervice■ for low inc� w0111en. 

Page 4 
Bill I: 
Date: 

CS/II■ 61◄ 
May 1e, 1988 

In the atftte there are progrftm■ that addr••• working directly with parent■ of 
at-ri�k or handicapped children ln a peer group •ettlng, ■uch as the parent 
group• 1n the various chapters of Parent lo Parent of Florida, which provide■ 
pe�r Kupport to parent� of handicapped children. The Horne ln5truction Program 
for Pre•chool Youngster■ (HIPPY) that i■ being uaed in Dade County u�e■ 
par■profe■sional aides, recruited from within the target con■nunity, to provide a 
home-baaed educational intervention program with mother■ of di■adv■ntaged 
pre■chool children. Th� Rural �ffort■ to A■■i■t Children at Home (RMCH) progru, 
uses nurse■ to teach families of chronically 111 children to become the prifnary 
ca•e manager for their own children There is, however, no ■ingle program that 
encompa111es ell of the 1ngred1ents of the resource mother■ or father■ pilot 
program propo5ed by this legi■l•tion. 

Abu•e/Neqlect of Aqed
1 

Dl11abled Adults, and Children 
Under Chapter ◄15, F.S., n central abuse registry i■ establi•hed to receive 
report& of alleged abuse, neglect or exploitation of aged per•ons ■nd disabled 
adult■ and to receive reports of alleged abu■■ or ne<Jlect of children. The 
registry accept■ reports in writing or through a ■ingle ■t•t-ide toll-free 
telephone number and 15 available 24 hour■ a d■y ■even day• • week. Th• regi■try 
not only receive■ report■ but perform■ ■uch tasks •• ■cre•ning for prior report■, 
rel11ylng informa.tion to inveatigative ■taff, monitoring and evaluating 
effectivenes■ of reporting and inve■tigatlng of report■, and uint■ining and 
producing •ggregate stat11tical dat■ ■U111M.rie• 

Chapter ◄15, r.s., ■lfto provide■ th■t a per■on doe■ not have to 
report directly lo the central regi■try but may report directly 
to local office• of th■ department r■■ponsible for inve■tigation of report■ of 
abuse, neglect or exploitation. At one ti.me thi■ involved approxim■.tely lf!l 
different office■ 11tatewide. 

Sub��ctions ◄15.103(3) ■nd ◄IS.SO◄(◄), f S., require that the central abuse 
regi�try illl!lediately notify th• local stnff of the de�rtment of ■11 allegation■ 
of ■bu•e, neglect or exploitation. Ho provision is made for trained registry 
staff to screen call• and refer only those needing lrrmedi■te action during the 
night and early morning hour■ and refer other■ within enough ti.me to en■ure an 
investigation within 2◄ hours. 

The de■cription of the regi•try'• required function• varies slightly between t he 
5ection• governing aged and di■abled adult• and those governing children. For 
example, provisions simil•r to ■ 415.10J(J)(a)3, and◄., F.S , ■r■ not included 
in •· US.504(◄)(a), F S The language in the law doe■ not reflect the 
requirement■ for cla•slfylng records. The law doe■ not include any statements 
regarding the use of an ■utornat•d ■ystem with tr•cking capa.bility to en■ure th■t 
critical fX)ints of 1nve■tigation are met and to provide timely inanagement of 
caftc5 by inve■tigator■ •nd •upervlsor■• 

Current law doe■ not ■pecify types or information that ■hould be gathered on 
nlleged perpetrator■ during th• protective inve■tigation for purposes of th• 
registry. 

Chapter ◄15, F S , doe• not require th■ utilization of ■tandardiz■d rl•k 
a■se■■ment in■trument■. According to the department, worker■ a■■••• riak without 
e■tabli■hed in■trument■, providing no consi■tency or fruiework. However, it 
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should be noted that the department has develop,p,d such an 1n�trwlll!nt which is 
be1ng field tested nnd is to be 1mpl-nted through pol1cy on a atatewtde basis. 

The current law doea not 1Mk• lt incumbent upon the lnveatigator to make certain 
that identified needed services are provided through enrly 1nterventlon of other• 
within the department. 

Chapter -415 allow• indicated reports of child abuse to be indexed on the abuse 
registry only by the nam. of the abused or neglected aged person, disabled adult, 
or child. 

Provision• in the corresponding section• on inarunlty from liability for aged 
person• •nd diaabl•d adults and for children contain different protections. 

Th• confidentiality of report■ u■ed in adminiatrativ• hearing■ pursuant to •• 
415.103 and -415.50-4, F.S., is extended to cases of abuse but not neglect. 

Chapter -415, r.s., does not provide a penalty for person• who willfully and 
knowingly Mk• f•l•e report• of abu••• nf'9lect, or exploitation or who cause 
other• to m.ak• such report■ 

PUrsuant to Chapter 20.1,. F S., the Department of HRS ha■ a single intake ■y■tem 
for dependent and delinquent children. The law does not reflect current 
distinction• -d• by 19ee statutory change■ in the definition of dependency, 

Chapter -415, r.s., refer• to investigations as protective investigations while 
under Chapter 39, r.s., the inveatigntion■ ■re considered to be part of the 
intake proce■■ for dependency Under Chapter l,, F S , an 1ntake officer 
handling d•pendency c■■e• not only investigates to detennine dependency and 
■afety, including removal, but al■o provides or rec011111end■ service• to the [amily 
to pr•v•nt rel!IOV■i of• child or to accOftlnOdate the posRible return of th• child. 
In JnOSt location■ int■k• officer■ under Ch■pt•r 39, F.S., handle abuse/neglect 
investigation■, f■mil1■■ and children in need of service case■ and request■ for 
••rvice■• In 111■ny area■ the ■■me people investigate delinquency cases. With 
regard to lnveatig■tion• under Aging and Adult Sei-vic••• investigator■ handl■ 
abuse/negl•ct investigations, supportive aen,lcea, home care for the elderly, 
alternate car• for the elderly, alternate cere pl■c-nt and supervision of adult 
fo■tar home placement■, 

Foster C■r• 
Independent living for youth in foRter care i• est■bli•h•d a• a placement option 
in ■, 39.-45(2), F s,, end• brief description of this option i■ contained in •· 
409.175(l)(e), F S. Th■ •t•tute, however, doe■ not ■pecificelly authorize direct 
board payments to fo■ter youth who are in independent living placement• although 
it ha• been int■rprated to imply the authorization. Current law doe■ not define 
an independent living sen,lce continuum to addrea■ th• need■ of ■11 foster care 
youth whether or not they choo•• or would benefit from ■n independent living 
pl■c-nt. 

In July 1987, Florid■ received $634,529 in federal funds to develop ■ state 
progr■- to prepare foster care youth for independence. Theae fund■ ■re targeted 
for u■• with 16 ■nd 17 year old youth eligible under Till• IV-!•of the Social 
Security Act who ■re in licensed foster c■r• placements The current funding 
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wlll expire September 30, 191!18, however, the Department of Health and 
�ehab1l1tat1va Services (HRS) haa requested se�ond year fund1ng. 

�• of December 19e7, 36 foster care youth were in independent living placements 
and approxi..nustely 150 were preparing to enter placements. 

Under current l■w, the Department of Health and Reh■bilit■tiv• Service■ may 
continue to provide foster care service• to a person 18 to 21 year■ of ag• if the 
person in enrolled in high school or in • program that will lead to the obtaining 
of a high school equivnlency diploma and if specified condition■ ■r• inet, The 
condition■ include the cormiitrnent of the person •• a child to the department for 
dep•ndency, the lack of any alternative placement, and• signed written service 
agreement between all parties. Services ■r• terminated upon completion of, or 
withdrawal or expulsion fror11, th• school or program. 

According to the student financial aid progr■111, foster youth ar• eligible for ■id 
under •· 2-40.40-4, r.s , if they desire to pursue a post-secondary education. The 
awarene■a level of foster care youth in all districts who could acceas this ■id 
was brought into question by the Department of HRS �ven if ■uch lo■na an 
available, they have no source of support beyond their eighteenth birthday. 
According to the Department of H1'.S, ac■d•�ically able foster childr•n currently 
cannot attend college unle•• a fo■t■r parent or other interested peraon 
volunteer■ to provide them a hOfflll. 

With regard to foster parent training, the Subconwnittee heard te■tlb)ny from Mr. 
Carl erown, Vice-President of the International Foster Parent A•■ociatlon, that 
r�quired, uniform, statewide training of £oater p•r■nts i• •••enti■l to a good 
foster care program. Mr !rown stated that such a requiretnent should ext•nd to 
pre-service and in-service training, Current law, ■ -409.175, F.S., requlrea 
that the department provide pre-service and in-service training for fo5ter 
parent■ "to the extant posaible within exiating resource■." Administrative rul• 
lOM-G, F � C , requires pre-aervice training for licensure and stat■• that 
in-■ervic• training opportunities must be 1t1■de available. Mwrber■ of hours ■re 
not specified. According to the Department of HRS, 1n practice, .-:J&t new fo■ter 
parent■ attend ■ix two-hour training se•■lons •• part of the initial licensure. 
Training content and quality and ■veil■bility o( in-sei-vlc• training are 
dctennined and .l.lllllemented ■t the di■trlct level The effectiveness of the 
training in prep.iration of and 5upport for foster parent■ has been questioned by 
both the department and foster parent• Currently, the Department of HRS i■ 
discussing utilizing a training package developed by the center for 
Fo�ter-Re■idential Cnre of the Child Nelf■re Institute. Th• Model Approach to 
Partnership■ in Parenting (MAPP) requires 30 hour■ of pre-service training. 

Section 39.-452, r.s •• delineate• the requirement• for • per111,11n•nt placement plan 
in lieu of ■ performance agreement. Although the existing language provides that 
time frmne• for ■ plan should be the same a& for an agreement, there appear■ to 
be confusion regarding time lin•• for the plan. In 19e7 change■ were mnd• to 
re-quire ■ h•aring within -45 days of a court rec•iving ■ parfora,anca agreement, 
how■v•r, the new l■w did not •p•cify that such ■ hearing would be h•ld on ■ 
penno.n•nt placement plan. In some circuits h•aring■ are being h•ld; in other• 
they ■re not 

Finally, •· 39.6-4,(1), r.s., ■t■te■ that prediapo■lt1on■l studies in te"'lnatlon 
of parental right■ ca••• m■y be presented to the court by ■n authorized ■gent of 
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the depnrtment. When adoption services nre provided by contract with a prlvat• 
llcen•ed ch1ld-pl�cing agency, the courts mllY refuse to accept report8 prepared 
by these agencie• 

Marriage and the Family Unit 
currently there i• no required examination of Florida l•w•, appropriations, 
rule•, and policies as they relate to the Florida family to detennine whether or 
not they ■upport the family unit. 

Substance Abu•e Prevention 
rlorida'• substance abu•• problem ha• reached epidemic proportions and continue■ 
to be of major concern to the citizen■ of thi• ■tate. While Florida's problem.a 
of alcohol abu•e and alcoholiam aeem to be keeping pace with the national 
average, the drug abuse problem la far more acute here than anywhere else in the 
nation. In 1956-87, 18,986 people were admitted to drug treatment programs and 
over 81,000 war• ■arved in alcohol treatment programa. Sixty-four percent of 11111 
juvenile arre•t• in Florida involved alcohol or dn.ig abuae. According to recent 
statistic• ralea■ed by the Florida Oepart.Jnent of Law �nforcement, arra■t• for 
cocaine roae 32.8\ laat year; property crimes, which oftantilne• ara driven by an 
addict'• n.ed to finance hia habit, increased by 6,7\; and overall arreata roae 
by 9,8\ while arraata for drug offenae• rose by 21,2\. 

Parson• who are drug dependent or alcoholic■ often enter treatment program■ only 
to find that treat.Jnent i• not covered by their health insurance a• is their 
treat-nt [or other health problema. Many health in•urance progrU1.S specifically 
exclude traat.-nt for alcoholism or drug dependency or will only pay for 
detoxification or other acute medical care, rather than for l••• expenalva, 
[ree-•tanding residential or outpatient program.a. Section 627 669, Florida 
Statute•, require• that insurer• and other• who tran•act group health insurance 
or prepaid health care rn.ake av111ilable to policyholder• optional coveraga for 
alcoholi5m and drug dependency. 

Several agencies are involved in progrl!lll'ls de•igned to control the •ub■tance abu•e 
problem. Theae agencies are th• Department of llealth and Rehabilitative 
Service•, the OeparUlent of Correction■, the Department of !ducation, the 
Department of CO!lffl.Jnity Affair■ and the Department of lAw �nforce■ient. 
currently, coordination of the•• agencies' effort■ in addrea•ing the ■ubatanc• 
■bu•• probl- have been through The Substance Abu■• Policy Advisory Council 
(SAPAC) which waa created by tha Governor. !ach agency haa representation on 
thi• council and ....t>era Met to ■hare infornatlon and to provide a••i■tance in 
the development of an integrated policy. 

!!I. EFFECT OF PftOPOS!O CHANG�S • 

Florida Family Policy Act 
Section 1 of tha bill create■ the "Florida Fully Policy Act" which aatabli■h•• 
tha priaary goal of the Legi•l•ture to be that of protecting, preserving, and 
enhancing the •tability and quality of Florida'■ fuiliaa through funding of 
programs and service• and the enforcement of law• and policies to prevent family 
dysfunction and the loaa of r-ily indapendenca. Section 2 of tha legislation 
specifies what the Legi•lature •hould •••k to provide to all fMlilie• in order to 
.-eat the goa.l of the ruily Policy Act. 
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Shelter or Foster Care 
Section J of lhe legi5lation require5 the Department of HRS to e•tablish a two 
yPnr pilot program 1n one rural and one urban counly to provide funding 
incentive• and resource• to "fully provide" assistance and servicas lo •helter 
and fuat�r homes and the children in care The pilot program would include 
111rranging and making available to all children in care di■cretionary funding of 
at least $500/yr./child to meet hi5/her ■pecial needs for 5Uch thing• aa ,nedical 
cnre, dental cnr•, mental health service■, accelerated family reunification 
service• or other permanent planning aervicea, educational ■enice•, social and 
recreational service•, advocacy ••nice■ and raapite aervicea. In the pilot 
area■ fo•tar home■ end •helter hOl!le■ would receive training, technical 
aasistanca, advocacy, reapite care or temporary relief car•, and •••i•tance in 
tranaportation to appointments and other related activities aa they pertain to 
the children in care. The ahelt•r and fo■ter care unit• in tha pilot areas would 
be ataffed at 100 percsnt of nead, would recaiv• inten•iva training in certain 
area■, and would be provided other •upport •••i■tanca to aid in th• acceleration 
of family reunification or other permanency planning decisions. 

HRS district• are to compats for ■election for funding a• a pilot The 
Department of HRS will aatabliah a request for proposal to which district■ will 
respond. 

An evaluation of the two year pilot i• required to be done either by the 
Inspector Ganeral'• Office of the Department of HRS or through contract. Th• 
avnluatlon ia for the purpoaa of determining the iq,act tha pilot has on th• 
children involved, population ••rved, family reunific111tion/pennanancy planning, 
111vailability of ahelter and foater care, coat, at-riak fa■,iliea and children, and 
whether or not the pilot effort■ should be e,cpanded to other areea of the •tata, 
and, if so, in what form. 

Child Care Partnership �ct 
Section• four through s1x of the ieg1alation contain two distinct 
provision• concerning employee related child care. Leqislativ• intent language 
is given citing the benefit• of contribution• toward the co•t of child care for 
both the employ•e• and the employer. 

Th• first provi•ion create• a m.tching grant program for employer■ which 
contribute lo the co■l of child car• for their Florida eft1)loyee•' dependents. 
The Child Care Partnership Act would allow th• employer to apply for a grant for 
an amount up to 50\ of what it had e,cpended toward th••• co■t•. Another part of 
tha first provision e&tabl1ahea a grant ceiling, The Chlld care Partner■hip Act 
al•o prohibit■ figuring 1n any aalariea or wage■ uaed in applying for the grant 
toward• the enterpri•• zone job• credit. 

The ■econd provi•ion extend• the ti.Jne period for the loan program, under the 
Child Cara Facility Tru■t Fund, to June JO, 1,1:1]. Tht. fund waa created to grant 
loan• to help expand existing child care facilities and eatabliah new onaa. Th• 
■ection lw alao amended to provide al\ interest rate for loans to child care 
facil1tie■ with 75\ or gre111ter of ■lot• coamitted to •erve the subsidized child
car• program.

Connunity Resource Mother■ and Fathara 
Section■ 1-e of thl• act expand the continuU111 of •ervicea 
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11uthorized ln th• Handicap Prevl!!ntlon Act by authorizing IIRS to e■tablhh pilot 
cOl!ffl.lnity re•ource mother■ or f•thers programs in count1e1 with high incidence■ 
of medically under■erved h1gh-r11k chlldrl!!n, low birthweight babi••• •nd high 
infant mortality r11te1. 

Abu■e/Neglect of Aged, Disabled Adult•, and Children 
section■ 9 through 2e of the legi1lat1on amend•· 20.19, F.S., Part■ I, III, and 
IV of Chapter 39, r.S., and ■everal ■action■ in Chapter 415, F,S , to 11ddre11 
concern• that are mentioned in th• pre■ent ■ltuation portion of the ■taff 
analysis. Tho•• changes are· 

o requiring ua• of the statewide toll-free hotline to receive all report• of 
•bu••• neglect or exploitation for aged paraons, disabled adult■ and
ch1ldren,

o deleting th1 requirement for inmedlate notification of local ■t■ff for all 
report■ of abl.i■e, neglect, and exploitation; 

o doewnanting utili%ation of an automated data ■y■tem; 

o requiring th• utilization of standardized ri■k a■■e■■rnant in■trument■ in 
protective investigation■: 

o ■trengthening tha required role of the abu■e regi■try in tracking critical 
step■ in th1 investigation to llll'lke certain that all required action■ are 
taken; 

o authorizing the indexing of an indicated report of 
abuae/neglect/exploitation by name• of all subject■ of the report; 

o requiring additional infonnation to be obtained on alleged perpetrator■;

o requiring th• delivery of 1arvice1 through the early intervention of
service■ worker■;

o di■tinguiahing the role of the inve■tigator from that of the ■ervice worker:
ood

o ■pecifying the role of the inve■tig■tor in dependency pro<:eeding1 

The legi■l■tion also 1110re clo■aly confornw the child abu■• portions of the l■v 
reg•rding r■sponsibility of the abu■• registry and !Jmlunity to tho■e of the aged 
and di■abled adult portion■• 

Section 2e provide■ a penalty for fal■• reporting. 

Sections 16 and 21 amend provi■lon■ on confidentiality in administrative hearing■ 
to 11ake certain neglect reports ar• handled ■imilarly to abu■e reports. 

Finally, Stiction 11 of the legislation amend■ language ln Chapter 39 to provide 
that adult relative■ will be given priority con■id■ration over non-r•l■tiv• 
plac....,nt■ when ■ child 111U■t be rftlOV■d from th■ hca,e ■etting �cau■e of abu■e, 
abandorun■-nt or neglect. 
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Fo■ter Care 
Section 30 e■tabli■hes as a d1�po•itional alternative for the court the placement 
of eligible foster care youth into independent living placement■ Section 40 
authorize■ direct board paymonts to ■uch youth■ and cl■rifie■ the need for 
continued case planning and court review. Section 40 al10 e■t■blishes a 
continuum of independent living ■ervica■ with an optional C0"1)0n■nt being that of 
living in an independent setting. Section 39 of the legislation amend■ •· 
409 145(3), F.S , to provide continued board payment for a fo■t■r child in a 
vocational training pr()gr■m •• well■• to provide continued payment for certain 
fo■ter children who pursue post-secondary education■• For tho•• pursuing 
post-■econdary education, provi&ion i■ 1M.de for the payiMnt to go to fo■ter 
parents, the youth in an independent living ■ettlng, or directly to the colleg• 
or univer■ity, 

Section■ 230.645, 240,235, and 240.35, F.S., are amended to provide fee 
exe""tlon■ for tho■e fo■ter children qualifying under •· 409.145(3), F,S., 
provided they have sought and be■n denied fund■ under •• 240 404, F,S,, that 
would cover ■ll und■rgraduate fe••· Tha length of qualification for fea 
exe""tlon v■ri•• dependent upon whether it i• a university, C01191!llnity college, or 
vocational-technical school. 

Section 409,175, F.S., 1■ ■mended to require ■ mini.mum of 21 hours of pre-■■t"Vic• 
training for fo■ter and ■helter parent■• Th• training i• to be uniform ■t■tewida 
and to cover ■t l■■st certain topic■• In-service training of e hours i■ required 
before relicensure Parent■ participating in in-■et"Vice training are to be 
reil!lbursed for travel expense■ ■nd child care under certain condition■. 

Section 39.41, F S i■ amended to require the court to include rea■on■ in the 
dispositional order for not placing a child with adult relatlv■• •nd to include a 
determination regarding the effort■ of the Department of HRS to local• relative■ 
willing to take a child into cu■tody. 

The pannanent placement plan provision of 1. 39.452, F.S •• la 1ub1tanlially 
reworded to clarify time frftlMI■ ■nd action■ to be taken regarding the plan 
Alao, a requireinent for a 45 day hearing similar to that for a performance 
agreement i■ added, 

Section 39 466, r.s., i• ndded to clarify the type■ of adoption ca■•• ri,quired to 
uRe ■n advisory hearing and to ■et timeframe■ for hearing■ for voluntary ca■e■ 
under •• 39 464(1) 

Section 39.469, F.S., 1■ ■mended to pannit licenaed child-pl■clng agencies to be 
participant■ in the di■po■itional phase of a termination of parental right• 
proceeding. 

Section 39.442, r.s., i■ nrnended to correct a cro■■-referencing error. 

Harriaq• ■nd the Family Unit 
Section 42 of th• leghlat1ve propo1oal require■ th■ e■tablhhment of the "Ta■k 
Force on the Future of the rlorida Family", canposed of nineteen J11ember1, 
including ■ixteen legialativ• appointment■ and three gubernatorial ■ppoint11■nt1, 
to examine Florida l■wa, appropri■llona, rule■, and polici•■ 11 they r•lata to 
the Florid■ family to determine whether or not they ■upport the family unit. If 
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th•y do not, reconmendationa for change ar• to be made to the Legislature, 
Governor, or executive agency, whichever is appropriate. 

Th• leqialative representatives on the Taak For�e are the 
chainnen of the COlllllitteea on Appropriation•, Judiciary (Judiciary-ClviL in the 
Senate). Health and �ehabilitative Service•, and !ducation (Education K-12 in the 
House) of the respective houaea, two appointJnenta by the Minority Leader in each 
houae; and two citizen appointment• by the President of the Senate and two by the 
Speaker of th• House of Repreaentativea. 

The Task Force la as■igned, for edrnini■trativa purpoaea, to the 
Joint Legislative Managen,ent COlmllttei!: (JU4.C) and i■ aubject to the procedure■ of 
the Administrative Sarvices Division of JLMC. The Task Force l■ to utilize ■taff 
of th• Legi■latura, Office of the Governor, and atate agencie■ to asai■t in the 
fulfill.Jnent of the obligation■ assigned to tha Taak Force The Task Force la 
authorized to employ consultants, if needed. In order to defray costs and to 
provide additional funding for the ■ctivitie■ of the legislation, the Ta■k rorce 
in.y apply for and accept fund•, grant■, and gift■ from goverl1llll!'ntal and 
non-governmental source■• 

Section 42 of the legislation i• repealed July 1, 1990. 

substance Abuae Prevention 
Section 43 creates a statewide �oord1nator for substance abuae prevention to ba 
located 1n an agency de■ignated by the Governor, to report directly to the 
Governor, and to function independently of the agency in which it is housed. It 
de�lgnetea the re■ponsibJlities to include the development of a state plan, 
coordination of interagency activities, coordination of the activities of 
interested parties, such aa advocacy groups, parents, volunteers, and religious 
organizations; and, the encouragement of citizen participation in fund raising, 
public awarane■a activitie■ and ■late plan development. It require■ the 
appointment of a policy lavel staff per■on in the Dt>partmenta of Health and 
Rehabilitative Service■, !ducation, Corrections, Colmrunity Affairs and Law 
!nforceaent to direct interagency and intra-agency activities It further
require■ that HRS establi■h within each of it■ aleven di■tricts, a full time 
position with expertise in th• area of ■ub■tanc• abuae, to serve a■ the sub■tance 
abu■e prevention coordinator. 

Section 44 require■ a study by the Department of Insurance on the f•a■ibility of 
mandated insurance benafita for alcohol and drug abu■e treatment. It require• 
that the findings of the study be reported to the Legi■lature by March 1, 19e9. 

Section 45 require■ that ■tat• universitiaa and comm.Jnity college■ develop 
course■ to as■i■t public ■chool teacher■, coun■elor■, physicianft, law enforcement 
and other profe■aionals in recognizing the syq,tom■ of alcohol!•� and drug abuae 
and cour■es to aaalst them in the identification of referral source■• It 
require■ that th••• cour■•• be available to person■ currently anrolled and for 
continuing education unita. 

C. S!CTION-8Y-S!CTIOH ANALYSIS• 

Section 1. !■tabli•h•• th• goal of the Legislature and creatl■ 
the "Fuiily Polley Act" in furtherance of the goal. 
Provide• July 1, 1988 •• the effective date. 
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Sflctlon 2. Specifies provision■ of the "Family Policy Act" and 
■tatos that the Legislature ■hould ■eek to accomplish 
th• enumerated for all fllllllliea in Florid■• Provides 
July 1, 1988 as th• effective date 

Section 3. Requires the astabll■hment of • two-year pilot 
project for ■helter and foster care in both■ rural 
and an urban area. Specif!•• staffing, ■upport 
service■, and training to be providad. Provides 
selection proce■s. Require• evaluation. 

Saction 4. !stablish■■ the Child Care Partnership Act, 
indicating a working relationship batween private 
employers end the ■tale in the provision of quality 
child care for Florida employee■. 

Section 5. Provide■ intent language and e■tabliahe■ a Ntching 
grant program for e�loyer■ who contribute to 
elllployees' child car■ cost■ Th• grant allowed would 
be an amount equal to SO percent of the coat■ 
incurred by the employer during the year for 
contributing toward■ purchased child care expen■••• 
vouchered child care expen■ea, and/or the operation 
of on-■ite child care facilities Included in these 
cost■ would be certain ■upport services such a■ 
record keeping, health ■ervice■, referral, and 
monitoring A $100,000 cap la placed on the amount 
of the matching fund■ allowed a qualifying employer 
in any one fiscal year. HKS i■ instructed to 
prO!n\.llgate i�lementing rule■, and report to the 
Governor, Senate Preaident, and House Speaker 
regarding program effectiven•••• nwrt>er of grant■ 
awarded, amounts given, actual and projectad co■ta. 

Section 6, �tends the life of the Child Care Facility Trust 
Fund through June 30, 1993. Provides lower intereat 
loan under certain circum.stances. 

Section 7 Defines "cormrunity resource mother or fath•r" a• an 
individual employed under contract with a progr
funded by HRS to provide aocial aupport, parent 
training, assistance snd education to high-risk 
pregnant women and handicspped high-risk children and 
their parent■• 

Section e. Authorize■ HRS to e■tablish c0ff911Jnity resource mother 
or father pilot program•, and create• an ■dviaory 
corrmittee to assiat the ag■ncy in eatabli■hing the 
program.■ Priority for location of the programs will 
be given to countie■ with high incidences of 
medlcally underserved high-ri■k children, low 
birthweight babi••• and high infant mortality rate■ 
Thi• ■action delineates the mln!..liu. criteria that 
indivldual■ lfflJSt meet to contract with a progrui 
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rund�d by HRS to provide cOIT'fllUnity r�source mother or 
father ■ervice■, Tho �r1teria ■pecify a mother or 
father, at l•a■t 25 year■ of ag�. fa1111li�r with the 
c01m1Unity ne•d■ of the target population, on AFDC or 
wlth income below the federal poverty level or income 
equivalent to the income of COl!ll'lllnity p@r&ons with 
whom ■he or h• will work, Cormrunity resource per1ona 
would participate in pre■ervic• and ongoing training 
prior to a■■uming a caseload. Th• caselond a■■1gned 
would depend on distance, the conditions nnd needs of 
th• clients, and the ■kills needed to addr••• the■e 
need■• A plnn that addr•■■e■ the probl•m■, ■ervice■, 
and needed re■ource■ would be developed for each 
child or mother. Supervi■ion of cormn.inily re8ourc• 
per■on■ would be the responsibility of the county 
public health unit, public agency, or nonprofit 
ag•ncy undar contract with HRS, whichever i■ 
appropriata, and may be delegated to a C011111Unity 
agency undar contract. Thi■ &action of tha act 
r.quir•• • raport to the Legi■lature by 1991 
■v■luating progrUI effectiven•••· 

Section 9. Amend■ •· 20.19(4)2,a., F.S., to conform 
re■ponaibilitie■ of the Children, Youth and Familia■ 
Progr.,. Office to change■ made in Chapter 39, F S , 
l■st &e■■ion, to reflect the proposed change■ in the 
intake function and to reflect current 
re■pon■ibilitie■: protective investigation ■ervice■ 
for abandoned, ■bu■ed, and neglected children and 
intake ■ervice■ for delinquent children, f■milie■ in 
need of ■ervice■, children in need of ■ervice■ ■nd 
inter■tat• compact on th• pl■cement of chlldren 

Amend■ •· 20 19(5)(c)J , F.S , to reflect 
departmental headquarter■ change■ deacribed above at 
the district level. 

Section 10. Amend■ a. 39,01, P',S •• by changing the term "int■ke" 
to refer only to non-dependency ca■ea, changing the 
tenn "intake officer" to delete re1pon1ibility for 
dependency c■•e•, add■ definition■ of "prot•ctive 
inve■tigatlon" and "prote<:tiv• investigator." 
Provide■ th■t placement with■ r•lativ• ■hall be 
given priority con■ider■tion over a non-relative 
pl■ceinent. 

Section 11. Amend• ■• J<t.401, F.S., to reflect change in 
terminology from " intake offic@r" to "protective 
investigator." Provid•• that placement with a 
r•lativ• shall be given priority con11d•rat1on over 
a non-relative placement. Al■o ■tates that the 
protective investigation office r•ceiv•• report■ on 
ca••• involving abu••• neglect, or abandonment. All 
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other■ are referr�d lo the appropriate service unit 
of the local Children, Youth, and FMil1e& offic• in 
the department. Only abu■ed, abandoned or neglected 
children are to be delivered to the protective 
inveatigation office; other■ go to the appropriate 
unit office. The tenn "caretaker/homemaker" i■ 
changed to Hhousekeeper/homemaker " 

Section 12. Amend• •· 39.402, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 13. Amends •· 39,403, F.S. Changea "intake" to 
"protective inve■tigation " ll;equir•■ all report• or 
<"0111plaint• of ■bu■e or n,eglect a■ defined in •· 
415 503, F s., to ha reported to the central ■bu■• 
registry and tracking ■y■tem. Rrquires other 
dependency allegation& to be reported to appropriate 
■ervic• unit of the local Children, Youth, and 
P'■milh■ Office. Oiatlngul■he■ to whOII\ a 
complainant will furnl■h information. Conforffill 
change■ in tenninology. 

Section 14. Amend• ■, 39.404{3) and (6), F S , to confonn to 
change■ in terminology. 

Section 15. Amend■ •· 110.1127(3)(a), P'.S., to correct 
cro■■-reference. 

Section li.. Amend■ s. 415.10], P'.S ll;ennme■ the "central abuse 
regi■try" to "central abuse registry and tracking 
system." Require■ all report■ to go directly to the 
registry and tracking sy■te,n, Clarifiea function• 
the ■y■tem will en..ble the Department of HRS to 
perform, including tracking critical ■teps in 
investigative proce■■ to •n■ure compliance with 
requirements. Provide■ central abuse registry and 
tracking systern with authority to detennine which 
reports require 1.nnediate on-•it• protective 
investigation■ and which require inve•tigation within 
24 hour•. Provid•• procedures for notification of 
local Aging and Adult Service■ Office baaed upon th• 
detel'lllination. Pel'lllit■ indexing of an indicated 
report by name■ of all ■ubJect■ of the report. Add■ 
neglect report■ to th• confi.dentiality requirement 
during the adrnini■trative hearing proce■■• 

Section 17, Arllend■ s, 415 104, r.s , requiring date of birth 
instead of age for infonn■tion gathered on par■on■ 
who are ■Ub]oct■ of the report. Require• c•rtain 
information to be gathered on alleq•d perpetrator. 
State■ that the alleged perpetrator ahall cooperate 
in provision of infonnation. ll;equire■ utilization or 
standardized ri■k a■■e•■-nt in■trwnenta �dit•■ 
delivery of early intervention service■ through 
dapartniental worker identified. 
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Section le. "--'end• s. ◄15. 107, F S , to conform change• in 
terminology end to require reports to be ma.de 
directly to the central abu&e registry and trecking 
system 

S•ction 19. Ainend• •· 415.111, F.S , to conform change in 
tennlnoloc,iy and to provida a penalty tor fal•• 
reportln9 or caueing other■ to make (alee report. 
The penalty i• • ■econd degree �i•demeanor. 

Section 20. Alnenda s. 415.503(4), F.S., to conform terminology 

section 21. Amend• •· 415.504, r.s. �enamea "abu&e rrgi■try" to 
"central abuse regi■try and tracking 5y■te�." 
Require• all report5 to go directly to the registry 
and trilcking ayatem, Clarifies function• the system 
will enable the Departnwnt of HRS to perform, 
including tracking critical step■ to en5ure 
compliance, maintaining and producing reports, and 
aerving as a resource for evaluation, m.anage�nt, and 
pl4nnlng. Provide■ regiatry and tracking ay■tem with 
authority to det•nnine which reports need !mediate 
on-&ite protective investigation■ and which require 
investigations within 24 hour■. Provide■ procedure■ 
for notification of local offices. Permit• indexing 
of an indiceted report by nDlll■ of all subjects of 
the report. �dda neglect report■ to the 
confidentiality requir .... nt during the adfflini■tratlve 
hearing process. 

Section 22. Amend■ •· 415.505, F.S., to accomplish the identical 
function■ described in section 17. 

Section 23. Amend• •· 415.5055, r.s .• to conform terminologiea. 

Section 24. Amends •· 415.507, F.S., to permit advanced 
regiatered nura• practitioner• (ARNP'•) to perform 
examination• of children in abuse end neglect cases. 
Aleo pennita AR.NP to authorize radiological 
examination■. 

Section 25 A.lends •· ◄15.509, r S , to conform teniinologies. 

Section 26. Amend■ s. 415.51, F.S., to confon11 change• in 
terminology and to require reports to be made 
directly to the central abu1e registry and tracking 
ay■tem. 

Section 27. Amend• •· 415.511, r.s., to provid• greater 
conformity in the lrm11Jnity from liability provi■lona 
for aged persona and di■abled adult■ and children 

section 2e. A.lend■ •· 415.513, r.s., to conform changes in 
terminology and to provide • penelty for fal■e 
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reporting Language identical to propo&ed change in 
5. 415.111, F.S. 

Section 29. Amends &. 959.06, F.S , to correct cro1&-reference 

Section 30. Amend& •· ]9,41, F.S., to r"<J\,llre th• court to 
include ree■ona in the diapo■ition■l order for not 
placing a child with adult relative■ and to include a 
determination regarding the effort■ of the Depertll'lent 
of HRS to locate relative■ willing to take • child 
into custody, Th• section i• also amended to provide 
a diapo■ilional alternative of independent living for 
eligible foster care children. Case planning and 
court review are specified. 

Section 31. !'mend■ •· 39 442, F.S., to correct a croa& reference. 

Section 32 Amend1 
actions 
plan■• 
to that 

•· 39.452, F s., to clarify time frame• and 
to be taken regarding pel"'lll,l'l.nent placement 
The requirement for a 45 day heering similar 
of• perfonnance agreement 1• added. 

Section 33. Amend1 • 39 ◄66, F �-, to clarify th• type■ of 
adoption cases required to u■e an advisory hearing 
and to aet tl.Jlle frame■ for h�•ring■ for voluntary 
edoption procedure■• 

Section 34. Amends ■ 39 469, F.! , to pen11it licensed 
child-placing agencl•• to be participant■ in the 
dl■po&itional phaaa of a termination of parental 
rights proceeding. 

Section 35, JI.mend• •· 230 645. F,S , to provide a fee exemption 
for certain foster children who participate in 
vocational education program� Provide■ • July I, 
1985 effective date. 

Section 36. Amends •· 240.235, F s., to provide • fee exeq:,tion 
for fo&ter children under certain conditions; 
apecifie• the condition■ for initial and continued 
fe• exeq>tion in the stat• univeraity ay&tein. Provide■ 
a July 1, 1985 effective date. 

Section 37. Amend■ s. 240.35, F S., to provide a fae eXel!l)tion 
for fo■ter children under certain condition■; 
apecifie• the condition■ for initial •�d continued 
fee ex•111>tlon in th■ state cOlffl!Unity college ■yatern 
Provide■ a July 1, 1988 effective date 

Section Je. Amends •· 240.36, F.S., to correct • cro■a referenc•. 
Provide■ a July 1, 19ee effective date. 

Section 39. Amend• •· 409,145, F.S., to provide continued board 
pay,nant for a foster child in a vocational training 
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program •• well as to provide continued peyment for 
certain fo•ter children who pursue post-secondary 
educations. For tho•• pursuing post-secondary 
education, provision is made for th• payment to go to 
(oater parents, the youth in an independent living 
satting, or directly to the college or univeraity. 
Provides • July 1, 1988 effective date. 

Section 40. Amend• •· 409.165, F.s., to eslabliah independent 
living aa an alternative placeNnt letting, to 
authorize direct board payment■ to such youths and to 
clarify the need for continued c■se planning and 
court review. The •ection alao provide■ for a 
continuum of indapendent living ••rvic••· 

Section 41. Aaiend■ •· 409.175, F.S., to r9<JUlre pre-1ervlce and 
inaervice training of fo■t•r and emerqency ■halter 
parent■, 

S•ction 42. Subsection 1. Create■ the Task Force on th• 
F'Uture of th• Florida FU1ily; 
Subsection 2. Provide■ for th• rnetnber■hip of the 
Task force: provide■ for the 1alection of a 
chairperson who•• re1pon1ibilitie1 ,hall include the 
adJnini,tr■tion of the Task Force: member■ of the Task 
Force are not to be COftl)en■ated, but are to be 
reimbur•ed for expen■e■ 
Subsection 3. Delineate■ the duti•• of the Task 
Force. 
Sub■ectlon 4. Provide• for the uae of adviaory 
peraon■ and group■; apecifie, per■on■ with certain 
area■ of expertise to be lneliber■ of advisory groupa 
or be considered advi•ory peraon■; provide■ for the 
holding of public hearing• in geographic region■ of 
the state; atate■ that peraon■ serving in an adviaory 
capacity shall receive no compensation. 
Subsection S. Provides for the operation of the Talk 
Force; a■■igna the Ta■k Force, for adrnini■trativ• 
purpo■••• to JLMC and require• adherence with certain 
procedure• and policies of JI.MC; provide• the Ta•k 
Force with the authority to employ con■ultant■, 
require• budget approval, employment of con,ultant■ 
approval, and any tran■f■r of fund■ approval by the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the Hou■e 
of �epreaantative■: provid•s for staff a■■lstance and 
clerical support to be provided by the Office of the 
Governor, legialative ataff, and exacut1v• agency 
ataff; require• that atate agencie• provide 
infon'll!:tion, d.ta, and ■taff a•■l■tance to the Ta■k 
rorce; allow■ for the application for and acceptance 
of fund■ from both governmental and non-governmental 
source■; prov id•• that fund■ received are to be u■ed 
to defray costs of expenses of the Taak Force. 
Sub�ection 6. Repeals the act on July 1, 1990. 
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Suhsection 7. Section 42 takes effect on Decel!Ol!lr 1, 
19e8. 

Section 43. Creates a Statewide Coordinator for Substance '-huae 
Prevention and Treatrnant: provid•• for location of 
the Coordinator; provid•■ for independence from 
admin1stering agency; require■ reporting directly to 
the Governor; delineate■ the re5ponsibilitie& of th■ 
Coordinator Requires the Depnrtments of HRS, 
Education, Corrections, COll'ITIUnity Affair,, and Law 
Enforcement to appoint an agency ■ub■tanc■ abu••
coordinator [or th■ir re■pective departlllf!nt■ and 
delin■ate& re&ponsib1lltie1 of the agency 
coordinator. Require• the 0.partment of HlS to 
appoint a substance abuae prevention coordinator in 
each H�S di■trict and ■et■ forth the prun.ary 
re■ponsib1lity of auch coordinator. 

Section 44. Requires th■ Dep,artment of Inaurance to conduct a 
■tudy on Jn■ndated insurance coverage for ■ubatance 
abu■e treatment. Sp■cifia1 what th■ 1tudy ■hall 
include. 

Section 45 Requires the developw1■nt of a training progr- for 
certain profe■■ionals. Provide■ for the availability 
of th■ course• to be dev•loped. 

Section 4,. P.ffective date: October 1, 1988 unleaa otherwi•• 
specified in the bill. 

P'ISCAL ANALYSIS , !CQMQMIC IMP_M1' __ ST,.�NT: FY ee-89 

IL FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE AGENCI!.S/STAT! FUNDS: 

�9n-recurr1ng or Fir■t Year Start-Up !ffect1: 

!XPENDITUR!.S: 
f_lorida Family Policy Act - Hone 

Shelter or Fo■ter Care 
DttRS 

Operating Capital outlay 
Contracted Service■ (C'urriculum Dev ) 
Other Peraonal Service• 

Total 

Child Can Partnership Act - None 

$27,600 
se,soo 

$86,100 

n_ 8,-90 

I 

2],000 
$23,000 

FY_ 90:-9! 
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C011111Unity fte■ource Mother■ end Father• 
DHRS 

Operating capital Outlay 
[valuation Coats 

Abu■•/Neqlact of Aged
1 

Disabled Adult■, 
Operating Capital Outlay 
Data Proce■■ing Service• 

Staffing - !lderly/Di■abled 
Operating Capital Outl•Y 

Staffing - Children/Protective Service■ 
Operating Capital Outlay 

Total 

Fo■ter �are - Hone 

Harriage and tha Fa,nily Unit 
Joint Legia. Mgmt. COffllll1ltee 

Division of Admin. Service■ 

Substance Abu■e 
DHOS 

Operating C.pital Outlay 
001 

Health Banafit■ Study 
Total 

$4,236 

and Children 
$ ]7 ,874 
1,836,143 

49,930 

28-',617 
$2,208,56.( 

I 

I 

25,000 

15,672 

30
1

000 
45,672 

Recurring or Annualized GgntinuatiQl1._J;ffect�: 

!KP!NDITUftES: 
Fl_Qr,:_ida P'a,nlly Policy Ac;! - Nona 

Shelter or P'oater Care 
Salarle■ and Benefit■ (19 n.'! 1 ■) 
!:xpen■e■ 
Contracted Servic•• 

Total 

$280,728 
116,666 
]65, 500 

$162,894 

Child �r• Partn•�J:!.!.e. _Ac;! - Indetanninate 

Conm.Jnity Re■ourca Mother■ and Father■ 
DHftS 

Sal•rie■ and 8-nefit■ (l 5 FT!'■) 
l!xpen■a■ 
Advisory Council !xpen■e■ 
Contracted Servicaa 

Total 

$ 36,413 
13,131 
40,000 

406,220 
$495,764 

$50,000 

$374,304 
155,555 
◄IJ,500 

$94], 3�9 

36,413 
13,131 
40,000 

406,220 
$495,764 
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Abuse/Neglect of Aged
1 

Di■abled Adults, end Children 
DHRS 

SalerJe■ and 8eneflt■ (29 FT!:'■) 
Expense■ for rr!'a 

Staffing - !:lderly/Di■ablad 
Selarie■ and 8enefit■ (33 n.'!' ■) 

E:xpensa■ for FTE:' ■ 
Reclassification of Aging Position■ 

I 540,254 
]6],◄64 

SftJ,518 
264,875 

Salarie■ and aenefit■ 1,300,755 
Staffing - Children/Protective Service■ 

Salarle■ and Banafit■ (266 FT!:'■ 4,442,017 
!:xpen■e■ for F'T!.' • 936 031 

I 720,341 $ 720,)41 
4B4,61, 484,61':J 

778,024 778,024 
353,167 353,167 

1,300,755 1,300,755 

S,922,6'1' s,,22,689 

11248
1

041 1
1

2415
1

041 
Total $8,430,914 $10,807,636 $10,807,636 

3 

,. 

Fo■tar Care 
DHftS 

P.xten■ion of Board PaY1119nt 
Fo■ter/Shelter Perant Trainlnq 

Marriage and the P'&lflily Uni� - None 

Subatance Abu■• Prevention 
DHRS 

Salaria■ and l'hmeflta ( 12 rTE'■) 
!:xpen■•• 

Total 

462,240 
132,000 

$29], 922 
8],139 

$377,061 

924,480 
132,000 

391,897 
110,851 
502, 748 

Long Run !fhct■ Other Than Homl Grc,wt;_h_: 

llooe 

Appropriation■ Con■l!Q1.Jenca■: 

UPJnmITURES: 
Florid� Family Policy Act - Nona 

Shelter or Fo■ter Care 
DHRS 

Ganaral Revenue Fund $848,994 $966,359 

Qi_i_ld_ �re P■r�r:i-�r■:t,i�t Indetenninllte 

Comnunlty fte■ource Mother■ and Father■ 
DHRS 

Gf!naral Revenue Fund $545,764 

Abu■�/Neqlect of Aged, Qi■ablad_ Adult■
.._ 

$500,000 

and gitldren 
Ganeral �avenua Fund 
Adminiatrativa Tru•t P'\lnd 
Total 

I 15,639,477 $10,1507,636 
2,000,000 0 

$10,639,477 $10,807,636 

1,232,640 
132,000 

$ ]<Jl ,897 
110,851 
502, 748 

$10,807,63' 
0 

$10,807,636 
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Foat•[" Ca["e 
DH"S 

Gen•ral Rev■nue FUnd I 488,592 I 858,Je4 $ 1,104,912 
Direct Aa■i•t■nce Tcu•t Fund 105,648 198,0% 259,728 

Total I 594,240 $ 1,056,4M $ 1,364,640 

Mnrri•g• and th• FarnilI Unit 
DHRS 

G•n•r•l ftevenua Fund I 25,000 

Subatanca Abu■• Prev•ntlon 
Dl!OS 

General ft•v•nua P'und I 392,733 
001 

General "•v•nua Fund 30,000 

•• FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GO'allNMEHTS AS A WHOL!:

1. Non-recurring or P'irat Ya•r Start-Up Effect■•

None/lnd•tenninate 

2. 

,. 

RecurrJ,ng or Annualized Continuation !.ffect•· 

Hone/Ind•t•nainate 

Long 1'un !.theta Other Than Nomi Grc:,wt_fil 

None/Indetenninat• 

DIR!CT !CONOfillC IMPACT ON PIUVAT! S!.CT01' 

I. 

2. 

Direct Private Sector Coat■: 

None/Indetennln■t• 

Oirect___!!rivah Sector e.r_ieJit■: 

�nity 1'e■ourc• Mother■ and rather■ 

I 502,748 I 

DHRS Ny contract with priv■t• sector fiilllll to provide training, 
education, and aupervl■ion of re■ourc• in:>th•r■. 

Sub•tance Abu•• Prevention 

502, He 

The public will directly benefit fro111 th• Iner•••• coordination nnd 
availability of training cour•••• and from th■ poasihility of IIW!.ndated 
ben•fita. 

,. !ffact■ on ec.p.tition
1 

Privat• !ntarpriae, and !nploymnt Marketa.

Non• 
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D. FISCAL COMK!.NTS:

Floridn Family Polley Act
Thia portion of the bill would have no lnnadiata fiacal �•ct. In the futur•, 
however, tha bill would have aigniflcant impact if the legislature funded th• 
goal• stated in thi• bill of right■. 

Cormiunity Reaourca Mother• and rather■ 
Total Appropriation■ Consequence• for f"Y 8B-e9 waa datanninad by subtracting 
admini■t["ative coat• frOll'I tha maximum $500,000 appropriation in order to fund 
th• maxifflll1" number of reaourc• 1110thera aliD'lled by tha appropriations 
constraint. Th• total appropriations consequence for rt 8,-90 was dat•nnined 
in ll!llch the au,e 111aJ1ner, •xcapt that the appropriation■ constraint waa 
increaa•d to allow for evaluation coats after the first year of 
iqilementation. 

Marriag• and the r ... ily Unit 
The Teak Force on the P'Uture of th• Florida FMlily will be in axiatenca from 
December l, 1989 through June 30, 1990. 

Sub■tance Abuse Prevention 
There may be a minimal fiacal �•ct, which la e■tl-■tad to ba aatiafied 
within exi■ting reaourc••• on th• Stat• University SyatNI and the Conm.mity 
Colleqe■, fo[" development of course■ •• specified in th• bill. 

III. µ>HG MNG!': CONS!':QUP".NqS• 

Florida Family Policy Act
Section• 1 and 2 of the bill establi■h directive■ for future consideration by th• 
Legi■lature in it• deliberation■ of progran1 and funding affecting the Florida 
family Section• l and 2 eatabllah a standard which, if met, would hava long 
rang• effect• on the quality of life for children and all of P'lorida'• citizen■ 
and the prevention or amelioration of problema ••aociated with poverty, 
un�loymant, inadequate housing, and inadequate •ducational opportunities. 

�halter or ro■ter Cara 
The pilot program eatabli■had by Section 3 will de1110natrat• whether the provision 
of sen,ice■ h■a any ■hort range �•ct on th• reunification of fU1iliea, iq>rovad 
pennanency planning, improvad car• of children while in tha cu■tody of the ■tat■• 
reduced staff turnover, etc. Tha coat saving■ to th• •t•t• will be difficult to 
dete"'in• aft•r only two years; howaver, the potential for deter.ining if auch a 
full range of service■ will affect car• and potentially reduce the n�r of 
children in care or at least h■■tan tha return of children, if poa■ihle, because 
of in:>re work with families would be beneficial for future funding ■trategi•• by 
the ■late. 

Ch.i,_l� Care Partnership Act - Th• long range conaequencaa of this ■action of the bill 
could be �["oved child care, reduced economic burden on eqiloy-■, improved 
staff morale, and inc["eased productivity. 

Conmunity Resource Mother■ and Father■ 
The long range conaaquencea of thia ■action of th• legislation could be the 
reduction in tha coat to the state of ■arving handicapped and high-ri•k children, 
the provlaion of greater f-ily independence in caring for children with 
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handicap■, greater bonding b■tween parent and child, improv■d academic 
achieve«111nt of childr•n, and reduction of th• nunt>er■ of public ■s■istance 
recipient■• 

M>u■•/Heqlect of Aqed
1 

Disabled Adult■, and Children 
Section■ 9 through 28 have• potential po■1t1ve impact in offering better 
protection for childr•n, di■■bled adult■, ■nd th• aged who often cannot speak out 
to protect themselv•■• Failure to promptly and appropriately 1nve■t1g■te ca■e■ 
and to provide th■ ■ervice■ needed to provide the greate■t protection for the 
individual and to prevent the likelihood of a future occurrence of abu■e or 
neglect i■ evident in our dependency system, mental he■lth system, and our 
correction■ ■y■t-. The■■ ■action■ of th■ legi■lation could be a beginning ■tep 
toward■ cneliorating th• high co■t■ in dollar■ and cent■ and in hwnanity caused 
by tho■• ■y■tetnS, 

Foster Care 
Portion■ of ■action■ 30-41 of the legislation will a■■i■t in the recruitment and 
retention of foster and ■helter par•nt■ and will provide a IM'lans for training 
the■e parent■ to enable theta to provide batter care and to be better able to 
a■■i■t in th• reunification of children and natural fam1l1e■, 1n the permanent 
■eparation of the children fr0111 their families, and in the placernent of children 
in adaptive holne■ or other penl'llln•nt horM■• Section■ JS-37 and section 41 of th■ 
legi■lation will a■sist foster children to hope for a better future by giving 
them the opportunity to attend vo::ational schools, cormrunity college■, or 
univer■itiea or colleges to i,nprove their ■kill■ and chance for emplo}'llll!nt with 
fre� fr01■ dependence upon the ■tat■ in th■ future Sane in th■ fo■t•r care 
area have stated that this opportunity will help encourage foster care children 
to ■tay in ■chool and get their high ■chool dipl-=-.. The legislation can 
potentially help to break the cycle■ of Mpendenc■ faced by acme of the■■ 
children and their famili••· 

M•rrlaqe and th■ P'uilly Unit 
Potentially, through the activitie■ of th■ Taak Force on the ruture of the 
Florida Family and th■ advisory per■on■ and advi■ory group■ eatabli■hed in 
Section 42 of th• legi■latlon there could be ■1■jor change■ in current law, rul•■, 
adlninlatrativ■ pollci■■ and procedure■, and apProprlation■ in order to ■trengthen 
the Florida family of tod■.y and the future. 9y auch activities, future coat■ 
related to probl ... of child and adult ■bu■■, ne,gl.ct, and exploitation and co■t1 
related to family dependence on the ■tate and fan.Hy dysfunction may b9 reduced. 

Substance Prevention Act 
ay addrea■ing th• ■ub■tance ■bu•• problMI in Sections 43-45, Floridian■ will 
benefit by an illiproved quality of life, reduced health risk■, decreased crime 
rate, a preaervad family unit and protection for futur■ citizen■• 

!!...:.. COMIWff� : 

Foster care 
- �t■te■ requiring fo■t■r parent training require b9tween 12 to 16 hours of 

pr■-■ervic■ training. Training progr-■ for foster parent■ ■uch a■ NOVA and MAPP 
require 21 to JO hour■ of training. � few ■tatea ■uch •• Ma■a■chuaett■ are 
requiring JO hour■ of pre-■ervice training. In-■ervic• train1ng, if required, 
usually la b■t-n , to e hour■• 
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The criteria delin•ated in Section 41 for fo■ter parent and emerg�ncy ■helter 
parent training i■ taken from MA.PP and fr0111 th■ Standard■ for Fo■ter Family 
Service by th• Child Welfare Lea9Ue of America. 

Harriage and the Family Unit 
Potentially, through the activities of the Ta■k Force on the Future of the 
Florida Family and the advi■ory per■ona and ■dvi■ory group■ eatabli■hed in 
Section 42 of the leqblatlon, there could be major change■ in current law, 
rules, adrniniatrative policie■ and procedures, and appropriation■ in order to 
■trengthen the Florida family of today and the future !y such 11.ctivitie■, 
future cost■ and co■ta related to faroily dependence on th■ at■t■ and fmaily 
dy■functlon Silly be reducad. 

Subatanc■ Abu•• Prevention 
In the analyse■ above, twelve poaltion■ are ahown in the Oepart.Jnent of 
ftehabilltatlve Service■. Th• statewide coordinator po■itlon, however, 
located in a different agency. Al■o, it wa■ a■aumed that policy staff 
to in th■ bill could be funded within ■xi■tlng resource■• 

V. AME�HTS: 

VI. S_IGNA.TUllls___1 

SlfflSTANTIV! COMM!�! 
Prepared by· 

Judy_C ,!u■tlce 

rIIIANC!: 

Prepared by· 

APPltOPtuATIONS• 
Prepared by· 

Lynn Dixon 

Staff Di,ecto� 

Ta. Batchelor, Ph.D. 

Staff Director: 

Staff Director: 

Or. JUie■ A. Zingale 

H■alth and 
moy be 
referred 
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I, SUMMARY: 

A. PRESENT SITUATION:

Current Florida law provides legi■lative intent in s. 39.002,
F.S., concerning the goal of the Legislature for children in the
state. The goal includes ■uch item■ as a permanent and stable
home: safe and nurturing enviroMM!'!nt; adequate nutrition, shelter,
and clothing; effective treatment to address physical, ■ocial, and
emotional needs; protection from abuse, neglect, and exploitation;
equal opportunity and acce■s to quality and effective education,
meeting the individual needs of each child; recreation and other
Confflun1ty resource■ to develop individual abilities; acceaa to
preventative service■, an independent, trained advocate, when
intervention 1■ nece■■ary; and a skilled guardian or caretaker in a
safe environment when alternative placement is necessary. There is
also intent language in Part IV of Chapter 39 regarding the nee!d
for penn.anency for children.

Current Florida law, however, doe■ not contain a specific ■tat@mf!nt
on overall legislative goal■ for all of Florida's faMiliea. At the
hearings of the Ad Hoc Conmlttee on Children during the interim,
speakers indicated the need for Florida to have established certain
basic goals for familie■ that ■hould hf! used as the standard for
the state. According to the persons who te■tified at the hearing■,
the goal■ identified ■hould be u■ed a■ principle■ to guide public
policy toward families and children and the action■ of the state
agencies and the Legislature when its actions involve families.

B. EFFECT OF PltOPOSED CHANGES:

Hause Bill 614 create■ the "Florida Pamily Policy Act" which
establishes the primary goal of the Le9i■lature to be that of
protecting, preserving, and enhancing the stability and quality of
Florida'■ families through funding of program■ and service■ and the
enforcement of law■ and policies to prevent family dysfunction and
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the loss of family inde�ndence. The legislation specifies what 
the Legislature should seek to provide to all families in order to 
�et the goal of the Family Policy Act. 

C. S!CTlON-BY-SECTION MfALYSIS:

Section 1. !&tablishe■ the goal of the Legi■lature and create■
the "Family Policy Act" in furtherance of the goal. 

Section 2. Specific■ provi■ion■ of the "Family Policy Act" and 
state■ that the Legislature ■hould ■eek to accompll■h 
the enumerated for all families in Florida. 

Section 3. Provide■ an effective date: July 1, 1988, or upon 
becoming a law, whichever 1■ later. 

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS I, ECONCflIC IMPACT STATEMEN'T:

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STAT!: AGP!NCIES/STAT! P'UNDS:

B. 

c. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Non-recurring or Fir■t Year Start-Up �Jfects: 

None. 

11.ecur�_ing or Annualized continuation _!.f_t;_�ct■: 

None. 

Long Run Effect■ Other Th� Normal Gr�h� 

Hone. 

Appropriation■ con■eguence■:_ 

None. 

FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOV1DUfJIIENTS AS A WHOLE: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Hon-recurring or P'ir■t Year Start-Up Effect•-= 

Hone. 

ltecurring or Annualized. Continuation Effect■: 

Nont!. 

l,Onq ltun Effects other Than Nonnal G��tu 

None. 

DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PltIVAT! S!CTOlt: 

1. Dir�ct Private Sector coat�__1_

Hone.

Ii 111c.f 

STl\NDAJUJ FOIIM 3I•• 
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Hone. 

). Effects on Competition, Private Enterprise, and P.mployment 
Markets: 

Hone. 

D. FISCAL COMMENTS: 

The legislation itself doe■ not require any funding. 'nle 
legislation doe■ direct the Legl■lature to seek to provide services
that will require additional resources; however, it does not
mandate that services be provided.

I I I . LOMG It.ANGE CONSEQUENCES: 

House Bill 614 est&blishe■ directive■ for future con■ideration by the 
Legislature in its deliberations of program■ and funding affecting the 
Florida filfflily. It establi■he■ a ■tandard which, if met, would have 
long range effects on the quality of life for children and all of 
Florida's c1tizens and the prevention or amelioration of problems 
associated with poverty, unemployment, inadequate housing, and 

inadequate educational opportunities. 

JV. C_9MMENTS: 

None. 

V . .a.M!:NDM!:N't5: 

VI. SJ�ATURES:

SUBSTANTIVE COMMI'ITEE:
Prepared by: 

Ju<lY_ c. Ju■tice/1 

FIH�CE, T1.X.ATIO!f: 
Prepared by: 

APPROPRIATIONS: 
Prepared by: 

Staff Director�'\?, 

I._cn Ba_tchelo�. 

Staff Director: 

Staff Director: 
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I. Sl!MM>.R_Y: 

A. PRESENT SITUATION:

Under Chapter ,15, r.s., a central abuae registry is established to
receive reports of alleged abuse, neglect or exploitation of aged
persons and disabled adults and to receive reports of alleged abuse
or neglect of children. The registry accepts reports 1n writing or
through a single statewide toll-free telephone number and is
available 24 hours a day seven day& a week. The registry not only
receives reports but I>@rforms such ta&ks as screening for prior
reports, relaying information to investigative staff, mon1tor1ng
and evaluating effectiveness of reporting and investigating of
reports, and ma.intaining and producing aggregate statistical data
swmiaries.

Chapter 415, F.S., also provides that a I>@rson does not have to
report directly to the central registry but may report directly to
local offices of the department responsible for investigation of
reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation. At one time this
involved approximately 181 different offices statewide.

Subsections 415.10]{]) and 415.504(4), F.S., require that the
central abuse registry inmediately notify the local staff of the
department of all allegations of abuse, neglect or exploitation.
No provision is rude for trained registry staff to screen calls and
refer only tho&e needing imiediate action during the night and
early morning hour• and refer others within enough time to ensure
an inve&tigation within 24 hours.

The description of the registry's required functions varies
slightly between the sections governing aged and disabled adults
and those governing children. For example, provisions similar to
s. 415.lO](J)(a)]. and•·• F.S., are not included in s.
415.504(4)(a), F.S. The language in the law does not reflect the
requirements for classifying records. The law does not include any
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statements regarding the use of an automated system with tracking 
capability to ensure that critical points of investigation are met 
and to provide timely management of cases by inve&tigators and 
supervisors. 

Current law does not specify types of information that should be 
gathered on alleged I>@rI>@tratora during the protective 
investigation for purposes of the registry. 

Chapter 415, F,S., does not require the utilization of standardized 
risk assessment instrwnents. �ccording to the de�rtment, workers 
assess risk without established instruments, providin9 no 
consistency or framework. However, it should be noted that the 
department has developed such an instrument which is being field 
tested and is to be implemented through policy on • statewide 
basis. 

The current law does not make it incumbent upon the inve■tigator to 
make certain that identified needed services arc provided throu9h 
early intervention of others within the department. 

Chapter 415 allows indicated reports of child abuse to be indexed 
on the abuse registry only by the name of the abused or neglected 
aged I>@rson, disabled adult, or child. 

Provisions in the corresponding sections on irrmunity from liability 
for aged persons and disabled adults and for children contain 
different protections. 

The confidentiality of reports used in administrative hearings 
pursuant to &s. 415.103 and 415.504, F.S., is extended to cases of 
abuse but not neglect. 

Chapter 415, F.S., does not provide a penalty for person• who 
willfully and knowingly make false reports of abuse, neglect, or 
exploitation or who cause others to make such reports. 

Pursuant to Chapter 20.19, F.S., the Department of HRS ha■ a single 
intake system for deI>@ndent and delinquent children. The law doe■ 
not reflect current distinctions made by 1988 statutory changes in 
the definition of dependency. 

Chapter 415, F.S., refers to investigations aa protective 
investigations while under Chapter 39, F.S., the inve&tigation■ are 
considered to be part of the intake process for dependency. Under 
Chapter 39, F.S., an intake officer handling dependency cases not 
only investigates to determine dependency and safety, including 
removal, but also provides or reccxmlends services to the family to 
prevent removal of a child or to accorrmodate the possible return of 
the child. In most locations intake officers under Chapter 39, 
F.S., handle abuse/neglect inve&tigations, families and children in 
need of service case■ and requests for service&, In many areas the
same I>@Ople investigate delinquency ca�cs. With regard to 
investigations under Aging and Adult Service&, investigators handle
abuse/neglect investigations, supportive &ervices, home care for

STANDARD P'ORM ]/88 

17 )00_1 



� ... .,... j 

Bill I: HB 1515 
Date� .May 5, 1988 

the elderly, alternate care for the elderly, alternate care 
placement and supervision of adult foster home placements. 

B. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES:

HB 1515 Htends s. 20.19, F.S., Part• I, Ill, and IV of Chapter 39,
F.S., and several sections in Chapter 415, F.S., to address
concerns brought to the attention of the Social, Economic and
Developmental Services Subcoown1ttee that are mt'!nt1oned in the
present situation portion of the ■taff analysis. Those changes
are:

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

requiring use of the statewide toll-free hotline 
to receive all reports of abuse, neglect or 
�xploitation for aged ?@rSons, disabled adults and 
children; 

deleting the requirement for irmnediate 
notification of local staff for all reports of 
abuse, neglect, and exploitation; 

docwaenting utilization of an automated data 
system; 

requiring the utilization of standardized risk 
assessment instruments in protective 
investigations; 

&trengthening the required role of the abuse 
registry in tracking critical steps in the 
investigation to make certain that all required 
actions arc taken; 

authorizing the indexing of an indicated report of 
abuse/neglect/exploitation by names of all 
subJccts of the report, 

requiring additional informa.tion to be obtained on 
alleged perpetrators; 

requiring the delivery of services through the 
early intervention of services worker■; 

distinguishing the role of the investigator from 
that of the •ervice worker; and 

o &?@cifying the role of the investigator in
dependency proceedings.

The legi•lation also more closely conforms the child abuse portions 
of the law regarding responsibility of the abuse registry and 
im1unity to those of the aged and disabled adult portions. 

H8 1515 provide■ a penalty for false reporting. 

STANDARD FORM 3/88 

Bill I: HB 1515 
Dat.e: May 5, 1988 

HB 1515 uiends provisions on confidentiality in administrative 
hearings to make certain neglect reports are handled similarly to 
abuse reports. 

Finally, HB 1515 afl\Cnds language in Chapter 39 to provide that 
adult relatives will be given priority consideration over 
non-relative placements when a child must be removed from the home 
setting because of abuse, abandonment or neglect. 

C, SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS: 

Section 1. ;I.mends s. 20.19(4)2.e., F.S., to conform 
responsibilities of the Children, Youth and Families Program Office 
to changes made in Chapter 39, F.S., last scs■ion, to reflect the 
proposed changes in the intake function and to reflect current 
responsibilities: protective investigation services for abandoned, 
abused, and neglected children and intake servicea for delinquent 
ch1.ldren, families in need of services, children in need of 
services and int.erst.ate compact on the placement of children. 

Amends s. 20.19(5){c)]., F.S., to reflect departmental headquarters 
changes described above at the district level. 

section 2. ,I.mends s. 39.01, F.S., by changing the term "intake" to  
refer only to non-dependency cases, changing the term "intake 
officer" to delete responsibility for dependency cases, adds 
definitions of "protective investigat1.on" and "protective 
1.nvestigator." Provides that placement with a relative ahall be 
given priority con■ideration over a non-relative placement. 

Section 3. Amends s. 39.401, F.S., to reflect change in 
terminology from" intake officer" to "protective investigator." 
Provides that placement with a relative shall be given priority 
consideration over a non-relative placement. Also at.ate■ that the 
protective investigation office receives reports on case■ involving 
abuse, neglect, or abandonment. All othera are referred to the 
appropriate service unit of the local Children, Youth, and Families 
Office in the department. Only abused, abandoned or neglected 
children are to be delivered to the protective investigation 
office; others go to the appropriate unit office. The term 
"caretaker/homemaker" 1■ changed to "housekeeper/homemaker." 

Sect.ion 4. 1'mend■ s. 39.402, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 5. Amends a. 39.403, F.S. Changes "intake" to "protective 
investigation." Requires •11 reports or complaint■ of Abu■e or 
neglect as defined in s. 415.503, F.S., to be reported to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. Require■ other 
dependency allegations to be reported to appropriate ■ervice unit 
of the local Children, Youth, and Familie■ Office. Di•tinguishc■ 
to whom a complainant will furnish information. confonu change■ 
in terminology. 

STANDARD FORM 3/81 
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Date: May 5, 1988 

Section 6. Aml!!nds a. 39.404(3) and (6), F.S., to conform to 
change■ In terminology. 

Section 7. Amends •• l10.ll27(3)(a), F.S., to correct 
cross-reference. 

Section 8. 1.mends a. 415.103, F.S. Renames the "central abuse 
regiatry" to "central Abuse regi■try and tracking sy■tem." 
Requires all reporta to go directly to the registry and tracking 
syatem. Clarifies functions the ay■tm:i will enable the Depart.roent 
of HRS to perform, including tracking critical steps in 
investigative proce■a to en■ure COIIIPliance with requirements. 
Provide■ central abu■e registry and tracking ay■tem with authority 
to determine which report■ require ianediate on-site protective 
investigation• and which require inve■tigation within 24 hours. 
Provide■ procedure■ for notification of local Aging and Adult 
Service■ Office baaed upon the determination. Permita indexing of 
an indicated report by name• of all subject■ of the report. Adda 
neglect report■ to the confidentiality requirement during the 
administrative hearing proceaa. 

Section 9. laenda •· 415.104, P.S., requiring date of birth 
Instead of age for information gathered on per■on■ who are subjects 
of the report. Require■ certain infonu.tion to be gathered on 
alleged perpetrator. States that the alleged perpetrator shall 
cooperate in provision of information. Require• utilization of 
standardized risk a■■ea■ment instrument■. Expedite■ delivery of 
early intervention service■ through departmental worker identified. 

section 10. Amend■ s. 415.107, F.s., to conform changes in 
terminology and to require report■ to be rude directly to the 
central abuse registry and tracking ■y■tcm. 

Section 11. 1'mend■ •• 415.111, F.s., to conform change in 
terminology and to provide a penalty for fal■e reporting or cauaing 
other■ to make fal■e report. The penalty i■ a ■econd degree 
misdemeanor. 

Section 12, 1.mend■ •· 415.503(4), F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 13. Amend■ s. 415.so,. P.S. Rename■ "abuse registry" to 
"central abu■e registry and tracking ay■tem." Requirea all reports 
to go directly to the regi■try and tracking ■y■tem. Clarifies 
function■ the ■ystem will enable the Department of HRS to perform, 
including tracking critical atep■ to en■ure compliance, maintaining 
and producing reports, and ■erving as a re■ource for evaluation, 
management, and planning. Provide■ regi■try and tracking system 
with authority to determine which report■ need innediate on-■ite 
protective inveatigations and which require investigation• within 
24 hour■• Provide■ procedure■ for notification of local offices. 
Permit■ indexing of an indicated report by names of all subjects of 
the report. Adda neglect report■ to the confidentiality 
requirement during the administrative hearing proce■•· 

STANDARD FORM 3/88 
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Section 14, Amend■ •· 415.505, F.S., to accomplish the identical 
function■ deacribed in section 9. 

Section 15. Amends s. 415.5055, F.S., to conform terminologie■. 

Section 16. >.mend■ s. 415.509, P.S., to conform terminologiea. 

Section 17. Amends s. 415.51, F.S., to conform change■ in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
central abuse regi■try and tracking system. 

Section 18. Amends s. 415.511, F.S., to provide greater conforraity 
in the lmunity from liability provisions for aged per■on■ and 
disabled adults and children. 

section 19. Amends s. 415.513, F.S., to conform change■ in 
terminology and to provide a penalty for false reporting. Language 
identical to propo■ed change in s. 415.111, F.S. 

section 20. Amend■ s. 959.06, F.S., to correct cro■■-reference. 

Sectio� Provides OCtobcr 1, 1998, effective date. 

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS ' ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT:

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE AGENCIES/STATE FUNDS:

1. 

2. 

Non-recurring or Fir■t Year Start-Up Effect■: 

According to the Department of Healh and Rehabilitative 
Service■, there i■ a need for an additional 384 position■ to 
implement the legislation, In addition to the 384 position■, 
the Department anticipate■ a need for OPS ■taff for a portion 
of the first year. The following indicate■ the co■t for the 
OPS ataff and the operating capital outlay for all po■ition■ 
requested. 

Other Per■onal Services (OPS) 
Temporary Employment Costs 

Operating Capital Outlay 

TCYI'AL Non-recurring 

1•••-1••· 

$ 725,283 

$ 832,368

$1,551,651 

Recurring or Annualized Continuation Effect■: 

The following reflect■ the recurring admini■trative cost■ for 
the 384 po•itlon■ needed to implement the legislation. The 
figure■ for 1981-89 are for 9 month fwiding ■ince the 
legialation doe■ not take effect until October 1, 1918. The 
figure■ for 1989-90 represent the annualized &JDOunt•· 
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Date: May 5, 1911 

] .

4. 

Salaries, Benefits 
Po■i tion Type 

Clerical 
Profes■ional 
Supervisory 

Other 
TOTAL 

!xpenae& for FTEs

Ho, PTE 
� 

l 
264 

17 

1981-H 

384 $ 8,225,668 

$ 3,389,5.f.9 

Other Administrative co■t■

TCYI'AL RZCURRING/AMNUALIZJm

$ 3,371,764 

$14.,986,971 

Long Ru,n Effect■ Qthe_!_ Than Normal Growt-!1_;_ 

Hone 

Appropriation■ Conaequen��•: 

Total Coat 
F'l"I!■ 
General Revenue P"und 
Other Funds 
Total Fund■ 

1911-H 

]84 
$14,644,632 
$ 1,900,000 
$16,SU,632 

s. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVDNMEHTS AS A WHOLE: 

l. Hon-recurring or Fir■t Year Start-Up Eff�ct■:

None

2. Recurring or Annualized Continuation �ttec�■:

None 

]. Long Run Eft:ecta Other Than Normal Growth�

None 

C. DIRECT SCafOMIC IMPACT ON PllIVATE SECTOJt: 

1. Direi;;_t Pr_ivate SectO.!. Coat■:

None 

2. Direct Private Sector �nefit■:

Hone

19H-90 

$10,014,543 

$ 4,087,704 

$ 2,166,672 

$16,268,919 

un-,o 

-o

$16,268,919 

$16,268,919 

J. Bffect■ on Conipetition
1 

Private &lterpri■e, and !llployment
Market•:

STANDARD FORM 3 / II 

81.ll I. HB 151� 
Date: May 5, 1988 

None 

D. FISCAL COMMENTS: 

None 

II I. LONG RANGE CONSP!QUENC!.S: 

Hot only does the legislation have a potential po■itive economic iapact 
as de■cribed in the section on fi•cal conments, but it al■o h•• • 
potential positive impact in offering better protection for children, 
di■abled adult■, and the aged who often cannot speak out to protect 
themselves. Failure to promptly and appropriately inve■tigate ca■ea 
and to provide the services needed ta provide the greate■t protection 
for the individual and to prevent the likelihood of a future occurrence 
of abu&e or neglect i& evident in our dependency ■ystera, mental health 
system, and our correction• •vatem. The legislation could be a 
beginning ■tep toward ameliorating the high co•t• in dollar• and cent■ 
and in humanity cau■ed by tho■e ■yatem■. 

IV. CQMMEN'.:t'S:

The legi•lation ha■ a potential po■itive econ0111ic impact on both the
public and government through dollar saving■ in future co■t■ for the
care of children who are not protected to the fulle•t extent becau■e of
inappropriate deci•ion■ to remove a child frora a hOIIC •etting or
decisions not to remove.

V. � _;_ 

VI. SIGNATURES:

SUBSTANTIVE COMMI'l'T!!
Prepared by: 

Ju_(jy� Justice 

FINANCE, TAXATION: 
Prepared by:

APPROPIUATIOHS: 
Prepared by: 

• 

Staff Dlrecto4

Tom Batchelor, Ph.p. 

Staff Director: 

Staff Director: 
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173-675A-4-8

"-1-1,.ol�� 
Ft.e:i Nl2S ?;?-t4 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to abuse, neglect, abandonment, 

and exploitation ot aged persona, disabled 

adults, and childrenJ amending•· 20,19, F.S,; 

conforming duties ot program offices and 

service districts ot the Department ot Health 

and Rehabilitative Services to reflect changes 

in protective investigations and current 

responsibilities, amending s. 39,01, F.S,; 

providing d■tinition11 amending s, 39,401, 

r.S.1 conforming terminology and procedure• to 

definitions and current practiceJ providing 

that priority consideration be given to 

relative placements over nonrelative 

placements1 amending s. 39.402, r.s.1 

conforming terminology; amending s. 39.403, 

r.S.; providing for protective investigation by 

the departments amending s. 39,404, F.S.; 

conforming ter�inology1 amending s. 110.1127, 

r.s., to change a cross-reference; amending s, 

41S,103, F.S.; renaming the central abuse 

registry and requiring any report of abuse, 

neglect, or exploitation to be handled by the 

central abuse registry and tracking system: 

delineating functions of the central abuse 

registry and tracking system; providing for 

notification of district staff; providing for 

indexing of certain information; providing 

confidentiality of reports in administrative 

hearing process; amending s. 415.104, F.S.; 

providing standards and procedures for reports 

1 

l: btc 

1.2 

1.' 

1.5 

1. 6

1.8 

1.10 

1.11 

1.13 

1.14 

1. 17 

1.18 

1.20 

1.23 

1.24 

1. 25 

l. 26 

1. 27 
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J'6(/ 

and for protective services investigations; 

amending s. 415.107, F.S.; conforming 

terminology and procedures; amending s. 

415,111, r.s.: providing pen•lties for m•klng 

f•lse reports; amending s. 415.503, r.s., 

providing definitions; amending•· 415.504, 

F.S.; conforming terminology; requiring child 

abuse and neglect reports to go to the central 

abuse registry and tracking system, delineating 

functions ot the central abuse registry and 

tracking system: providing procedures and time 

frames tor notification of district staff; 

providing for indexing of certain information, 

providing confidentiality of reports in the 

administrative hearing process; •mendings. 

415,505, r.s.1 providing standards and 

procedures for reports and tor protective 

services investigations; amending ss. 415.5055, 

415.S09, and 415,51, F,S.; conforming 

terminology; amending•· 415,511, r.s.; 

providing immunity from liability and 

prohibiting reprisal against person reporting, 

amending s. 415,513, r.S.; providing penalties 

for m•king a false report; amending s. 959.06, 

r.s., to change a cross-reference: providing an

effective date. 

21) �• It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

29 

JO Section l. Subparagraph 2. of par•graph (a) of 

311 subsection {4) and subparagraph 3. of paragraph {c) of 

l.2! 

1.29 

1.30 

l. )] 

1.35 

1.36 

1.37 

1.35 

1.40 

l.'1 

1.42 

1.43 

l.44

1:enc 

1.45 

1. 47 
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'I tor whoM • ae•rch ls conducted ot the results of the seArch 

2 upon request. 

(5) The department shall, with the written consent of 

4 a parson applying to a licensed child-placing agency for the 

5 adoption ot a child, search it•� abuse registry and 

, tracking ayatem tor th• exiatence ot a confirmed report and 

7 adviae the licensed child-placing agency ot any such report 

I found and the results of the investigation conducted pursuant 

9 thereto, including whether 30 day• have elapsed tor requests 

10 for axpunction or amendment, failure of the alleged 

11 perpetrator to respond pursuant to s. 415.504(4)(d), and 

12 results of any hearing conducted by the secretary and any 

13 ■ubsequant administrative hearlng held on the report. 

" 16) Except as provided in subsection 14), the

15 department shall, with th• written consent of a person 

1, applying to work with children as a volunteer or as a paid 

17 •mploye• !or a public or private nonprofit ag•ncy, or for an 

11 Individual family, search its central abuse registry and 

19 tracking sy■tem tor th• existence o! a confirmed report and 

20 ■hall advise such agency or family of any such report found 

21 and the results of the investigation conducted pursuant 

22 thereto, including whether JO day■ have elapsed for requests 

23 for expunction or amendment, failure of the alleged 

24 perp•trator to respond pursuant to s. 415.504(4)(d), and 

25 results of any hearing conducted by the secretary and any 

2, subsequent administrative hearing held on the report. 

27 17) The name of any person reporting child abuse or 

21!1 neglect shall not be released to any person other than 

29 employees of the department responsible for child protective 

30 services, the� abuse registry and tracking system, or 

31 the appropriate state •ttorney without the written consent of 

39 

14. 33

14. 35 

14. 36 

14. 1e

14. 40 

14. 41 

14. 42 

14.44 

14.45 

14,47 

14.41 

14,49 

14,50 

14.51 

14. 5 2

14. 54

14. 55 

14.57 

14. 59 

14. 61

14.62

14. 63

14.64

14. 65
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1 the person reporting. This does not prohibit the subpoenaing 

2 ot a person reporting child abuse or neglect when deemed 

14.67 

J necessary by the state attorney or the department to protect a 114.69 

child who is the subject of a report, provided the fact that 

5 auch person made the report is not disclosed. Any person who 

6 reports a cas• ot child abuse or neglect may, at the time he 

7 makes the report, request that the department notify him that 

9 • child protective investigation occurred as a result of the 

9 report. The department ■hall mall such a notice to the 

10 reporter within 10 days of the completion of the child 

11 protective investigation. 

12 Section 11. Section 415.511, Florida Statutes, ls 

131 anended to read: 

14 415.511 Immunity tram liability in cases of child 

151 abuse or neglect.--

16 1l11!l Any person, official, or institution 

17 participating in good faith in any act authorlxed or required 

11 by ss. 415.502-415.514 ■hall be immune from any civil or 

19 criminal liability which might otherwise result by reason ot 

20 ■uch action. 

21 (b) Nothing �on�alned in this �ectl'1.!!_sh•ll be deemed

22 to grant immunity, civil or crlmln•l, to •ny person suspected 

23 ot having •bused or neglected a child, or committed •ny 

24 illegal act upon or against a �hlld. 

25 (2)(a) No resident or employee of a facility serving 

26 children may be subjected to reprisal or discharge because of 

27 his actions in reporting abuse or neglect pursuant to the 

28 requirements of this section. 

29 (b) Any person making a report under this section 

30 shall have• civil cause of action for appropri•te 

31 compensatory and punlt1ve damages against any person who 

•• 

14.72 

14, 73 

14.74 

14. 75 

14, 76 

14. 77 

14. 71!1 

14.!!I0 

14 .!!12 

14.1!13 

14.84 

l. lus

15. J 

15,5 

l:lus 

15.8 

15.9 

l:lus 

15.11 
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1 c•uses detrimental changes in the employment status of such 

2 reporting party by reason of hi■ makinq such report. Any 

3 detrimental change made in the residency or employment status 

4 of such person, including, but not limited to, discharge, 

s termination, demotion, transfer, or reduction in pay or 

6 benefits or work privileges, or negative evaluations with1n a 

7 prescribed period of time sh�ll establish a rebu�table 

15.12 

15.13 

15. 15 

15 .16 

15.17 

•
, 

presumption that such action was retaliatory. 

9 Section 19. Subsection 12) of section 415.513, Florida ]1s.1e 

101 Statutes, is amended, and subsection (3) is added to said 

lll ■ectlon, to read: 

12 415.513 Penalties tor failing to report or preventing 

13 another person from reporting, or dlsclo■ing confidential 

14 inforiution relating to, a c&■e of child abuse or neglectL 

15 penalties for making a fal■• report.--

16 {2) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes 

17
1 

public or discloses any confidential information contained in 

11 the central abu1e registry and tracking system or in the 

l 5 .19 

15. 20 

15.21 

15.22 

15. 24

1: lus 

ltl records of any child abuse or neglect case, except as provided 115,27 

201 in ss. 415.502-415.514, ls guilty of a misdemeanor of the 

211 second degree, punishable a■ provided ins. 775.082, s. 

221 775.013, or•· 775.084. 

23 (3) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes a 

24 talse report ot child •buse or neglect, or any person who 

25 advises another to ma.ke a false report, ls guilty of a 

15.30 

1: lus 

15. )2 

26 misdemea.nor of the second degree, punishable a■ provided ins. ll5.J4 

27 775.082, 5. 775,083, ors. 775.014. Anyone making a report 

21 who ls acting in good faith 1s immune from any liab1llty under 

29 this subsect1on. 

15.35 

15. 36

30 Sect1on 20. Par•gra.ph (a) of subsection (4) of sectlon 115,37
lll 959.06, Flortda Statutes, ls amended to read: 15.38 

41 
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959.0i Departmenta.l contra.ctlng powers.-- 15.38 1 

2 (4) Standards for screening ■hall also ensure that the l15.39 

ll person: 

' (a) Has not been judicia.lly determined to have

5] committed abuse or neglect against a child •s defined in s. 

ii 39.0lt�t-and-t3itJ 

7 (bl Doe■ no t have a confirmed report of abuse, 

15.40 

15. 41 

15.42 

•
, 

neglect, or exploita.tion as defined ln s. 415.102(5) which has 115.43 

9 been uncontested or ha■ been upheld pursu•nt to•• 

101 415.504(4)fd)1 

11 (c) Does not have a confirmed report of abuse,

12 neglect, or exploitation as defined in•· 415.102(5) or s. 

13 415.503(5) which ha■ been uncontested or has been upheld 

14 pursuant to the procedures provided ins. 415,103 or s. 

15 415.504: or 

16 (d) Has not committed an act which constitutes 

171 domestic violence as defined ln s. 741.JO. 

11 

191 1988. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

" 

25 

26 

27 

2B 

29 

30 

31 

Section 21. This act shall take effect October 1, 

" 

15. 44 

15.45 

15.46 

15.47 

15. 49 

15.50

15.51
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BOUSE SUMMARY 

Defines "protective investig•tion M •nd "protective 
investig•tor" for purpo■es of Dep•rtment of He•lth •nd 
fteh•blllt•tlve Services protection of •ged persons, 
dls•bled •dults, •nd children from •buse, neglect, 
•b•ndonment, •nd exploit•tion. Conforms duties of
dep•rtment progr•m offices •nd service districts to
reflect current terminology, responsibilities, and 
procedures.

Provides preference for pl•cement of child with rel•tives 
over nonrel•tives. 

Ren•mes the centr•l •buse registry the centr•l •buse 
registry •nd tr&cking system •nd provides for information 
to be obt•lned &nd tr•cked. 

Provides •t•nd&rds and procedures for reports •nd for 
protective aervices lnvestlg•tions. Provides for 
confidentl•lity of cert•in inform•tion and provides for 
notification of district st•ff. 

Provides pen•lties for disclosing confidential 
infor1U.tion or making f•lse reports. 

43 

l:hbs 

l:hbs 

15.54 

15.55 

15.56 

15.51 

15 ss 

15 60 

15.62 

15.63 

15.65 

15.66 

15,67 

15.69 
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HOUS.K OF REPRESmrTATIVES 

COMMITl'EE ON HEAL1.1l ' REHABILITATIVE S�VICES 
STAFF ANALYSIS' ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

RELATING TO: A�y�e/Neglect of Aged, Disabled Adults, .-nd Children 

SPONSOR(S): HRS Coovnl.ttee 

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1 

COMPANION BILL(S): 

OTHER COMMITTEES OF REFERENCE: 

1988 

( 1) 

l 2 I 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I. SUMM>,.RY 

A. PRESENT SITUATION:

Under Ch.-ptt!r 415, F.S., .- centr.-1 abuse registry is established to
receive reports of •llt!ged abuse, neglect or cxploitat1an of aged
persons .-nd disabled adults and to receive tt!ports of alleged abust!
or neglect of children. The registry accepts reports in writing or
through a single statewide tall-free telephone number and 1s
available 24 hours a day seven days a week. The registry not only 
receives reports but performs such tasks as screening for prior 
reports, relaying information to investigative staff, monitoring 
and evaluating effectiveness of reporting and investigating of
reports, and maintaining and producing aggregate statistical data
summaries.

Chapter 415, F.S., also provides that a person does not have ta
report directly to the central registry but may report d1tcctly to 
local offices of the dt!partment responsible for investigation of 
reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation. At one time th1s
involved approximiltely 181 different offices statewide.

Subsections 415.l0)(Jl and 415.504(4), F.S., requ1re that the 
central abuse registry immediately notify the local staff of the 
department of illl allegations of abuse, neglect or exploitation.
No provision 1s made for trained registry staff to screen calls and 
refer only those needing 1nvnediate ilCtion during the night and 
early morning hours and refer others within enough time to ensure 
an 1nvest1gat1on within 24 hours.

The description of the registry's required functions Vilr1es 
slightly between the ser,t1ons governing aged and d1s•hled <1dults 
and those governing children. For example, provisions similar to 
s. 415.l0)())(a)l and 4., F.S., ate not 1ncluded 1n s
415.504(4)(a), F.S. The languilgc in the l•w docs not 1eflect the 
requirements for classifying records. The law docs not include any 
statements c-egarding the use of an automated system w.tth tracking 
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capability to ensure that critical points of invcst1gat1on are met 
and to provide timely management of c•scs by investigators and 
supervisors. 

Current law docs not specify types of inform•t1on that should be 
gathered on alleged perpcti-ators during the protective 
investigation for purposes of the registry. 

Chapter 415, F.S., docs not rcquii-e the ut.tlu:ation of standardized 
risk assessment instruments. According to the depac-tmcnt, workers 
as�ess risk without established instruments, p1ov1ding no 
consistency or fi-amework. However, it should be noted that the 
department has developed such •n 1.nstrumcnt which is being field 
tested and is to be implemented throuqh policy on a statewide 
basis. 

The current law does not make 1t incumbent upon the investigator to 
m•ke certain that identified needed services are p1ov1dcd through 
early intervention of others within the department. 

Chapter 415 allows indicated reports of child abu�e to be indexed 
on the abuse registry only by the name of Lhc abused or neglected 
aged person, disabled adult, 01 ehild. 

Provisions in the correspond1ng sections on 1nvnunity from liability 
for aged persons •nd disabled adults and fot ch1ldten contain 
different protect1ons. 

The confidentiality of reports used 1n admin1�ltat1ve hearlngs 
pursuant to ss. 415.103 and 415.504, f.S., 1s cxlcnded to cases of 
abuse bul not neglect. 

Ch•pter �15, F.S., does not provide a penalty for persons who 
w1lltully and knowingly make f�lse r<'ports of abuse, neglect, or: 
explo1tal1on or who cause others to mdke such reports. 

Pursudnt lo Chapl<'t 20.19, F.S., the DPpartmcnt of HHS has a single 
111t,lke system fot dependent .-nd delinquent children. The l,;r,w docs 
nol reflect cutrent distinctions made by 1988 st.-tutory changes in 
the definition of dependency. 

Chdptcr 415, F.S., refers to 1nvest1g,H 1on.s. as protective 
1nvcstigat1-ons while under Chapter )9, f-'.S., the iuvcstigat.ions are 
considered to be part of the intake process for dependency. Under 
Chapter 39, F.S., an intake officer h<1ndl1ng dependency cases not 
only investigates to determine dependency and safely, including 
removal, but also provides or recommend� services to the fiilmtly to 
prevent 1cmoval of a child or to accommodate Ow possible return of 
the child. In mo.s.t locations intake offic...crs under Chapter 39, 
F.S., handle abuse/neglect investigations, famtltcs and children 1n
nrrd of &c1v1ce cases dmi request& for sc1v1ccs. In many areas the 
!:.amc people 1nvcsl 1qatc dC"linqucncy (..,1�.cs. W1Lh regard to 
invc�t1g<1t1ons under Aging and Adult SPrVH.:cs, invest 1gators handle 
JbusP/ncglccl 1nvesl1gat1ons, !;upportive sf'1v1ces, home c•re for 
the cldr1ly, altc,natc c•rc tor the elderly, altcrn<1tc care 
placcmc11\ and supPtVl'>IOO of <1dult fo c::ter home placements. 
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B. EFFEL'T OF PROPOSED CHM{GES: 

PCB 4 amends s. 20.19, F.S., P.illrts I, III, .illnd IV of Ch4pter 39, 
F.S., and several sections in Chapter 415, F.S., to iii.ddress 
concerns brought to the attention of the Social, Economic and
Development.ill Services subconvnittee th.illt are mentioned in the
present situation portion of the staff .illnii1.lys1s. Those changes
are:

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

requiring use of the statewide toll-free hotline 
to receive all reports of abuse, neglect or 
exploitation for aged person�, disabled .illdults .illnd 
children, 

deleting the requirement for invnediiil.te 
notification of lociii.l stiilff for all reports of 
abuse, neglect, and exploltiiltion; 

documenting utiliziiltlon of iil.O iil.Utomated data 
system; 

requiring the utillziil.tion of stiil.Odiil.rdized risk 
iil.ssessment instruments in protective 
investigations; 

strengthening the required role of the abuse 
registry 10 triil.cking crlticiil.l steps 10 the 
1nvestlgat1on to make certiil.in that all requited 
actions are taken; 

iil.Uthorizing the indexing of an indicated report of 
abuse/neglect/exploitation by names of all 
subJects of the report; 

requiring additioniil.l informiil.tion to be obtiil.ined on 
ii1.lleged perpetriil.tors; 

requiring the delivery of services through the 
eiil.rly intervention of services workets; 

o distinguishing the role of the investigator from 
that of the service worker; iil.nd 

o specifying the role of the investigator 10
dependency proceedings.

The legisl•tion iil.lso more closely conforms the child abuse portions 
of the liil.w regarding responsibility of the iil.buse registry and 
1nvnunity to those of the �ged iil.nd d1s•bled adult portion�. 

PCB 4 provides a penalty for talse reporting. 

PCB 4 �mends provisions on confident1•l1ty in administrative 
heiil.rings to make certain neglect reports �re handled s1m1larly to 
abuse reports. 
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Finally, PCD 4 amends liil.ngu�ge in Chapter 39 to provide thiil.t iii.dull 
relatives will be given priority consideration over non-relative 
placements when a child must be removed ftom the home setting 
because of abuse, abandonment or neglect. 

C. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS:

Section 1. "'1n4!nds s. 20.19(4)2.e., F.S., to conform 
responsibilities of the Children, Youth and Families Program Offic�
to changes miil.de in Chapter 39, F.S., l�st session, to reflect the
proposed changes 10 the intake function iil.nd to reflect current 
responsibilities· protective investigation services for iil.biil.ndoned, 
iii.bused, and neglected children and intake services for delinquent 
children, fiil.mil1t!s in need of services, children in need of 
services and interstate compact on the placement of children. 

Amends s. 20.19(5)(c)3., F.S., to reflect departmental he•dquiil.rten 
changes described above iil.t the district level. 

Section 2. Amends s. 39.01, F.S., by changing the term "intiil.ke" t(
refer only to non-dependency Cdses, changing the term "1ntii1.ke
offlcer 1

' to delete responsibility for dependency cases, adds
definitions of ''protective investigation" iil.nd "protective
investigator." Prov1c)es that placement with a relative shiil.ll be
given priority consider�t1on over iii. non-relative placement.

Section 3. Amends s. 39.401, F.S., to tcflect change 1n
tetm1nalogy from " intake officer" to "protective 1nvest1gator."
Provides that placement with a relative shall be given p11or1ty
consideration over a non-reliil.tive placement. Also states thiil.t the
protective invest1gat1on office receives reports on cases involv1n1
abuse, neglect, or abandonment. All others arc referred to the 
appropr1iil.te service unit of the local Children, Youth, and Fiil.mllie•
Office 1n the department. Only �bused, abdndoned 01 neglected
children are to be delivered to the protective 1nvestigat1on 
office; others go to the iil.ppropriate unit office. The term 
11 ca1clii1.ker/homemaker" is changed to "housekeeper/homemaker." 

Section ◄. �ends s. 39.402, l'.S,, lo conform tc1m1noloqy. 

Sect!on 5. Amends s. 39.-403, F.S. Changes "intake" to "protectivi 
1nve�ligiil.t1on." Requires iil.11 reports or complt1lnls of .i.buse or 
neglect as defined 10 s. 415.503, F.S , to be repottPd to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. Requ11es other 
dependency allegations to be reported to appropriate se1v1cc unit 
of the local Children, Youth, dnd t-'amll1cs Office. D1st1nguishes 
to whom a compla1-r1ant will furnish 1ntorm<1tion. Conforms changes 
1n terminology. 

Sect.!2� Amend� �- 3q 404()) and (6), f'.S., to conform to 
changes 1n tcrm1noloqy. 

Section 7. Amend� s. 110.112'/()l(d), F.S., to COIJC'Ct 
cro:...'.,- ref ercncc 
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Section 8. Amends s. 415.10), F.S. Renames the "centro1.l abuse 
registry" to "centro1.l abuse registry o1.nd tracking system." 
Requires •11 reports to go directly to the registry and tracking 
system. Clo1.rifies functions the system will enable the Department 
of HRS to perform, including tro1.cking crit1co1.l steps in 
investigative process to ensure compliance with requirements. 
Provides central abuse registry and tro1.cking system with authority 
to determine which reports require immediate on-site protective 
investigo1.tions o1.na which require investigation within 24 hours. 
Provides procedures for notifico1.tion of loc•l Aging o1.nd Adult 
Servic�s Office based upon the determination. Permits indexing of 
o1.n indico1.ted report by nAmeS of o1.ll subjects of the report. Adds 
neglect reports to the confidentio1.lity requirement during the 
administrative heo1.ring process. 

Section 9. >,,nends s. 415.104, F.S., requiring do1.te of birth 
instead of o1.ge for informo1.tion g•thered on persons who are subjects 
of the report. Requires certo1.in information to be gathered on 
alleged perpetro1.tor. Sto1.tes tho1.t the alleged pcrpetro1.tor shall 
coopero1.te in provision of information. Requires utilizo1.tion of 
sto1.ndo1.rdized risk assessment instruments. Expedites delivery of 
early intervention services through departmental worker identified. 

Section 10. Amends s. 415.107, F.S., to conform changes tn 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
centro1.l �buse registry o1.nd tracking system. 

Section 11. Amends s. 415.111, F.S., to conform cho1.nge in 
terminology and to provide a penalty for f�lse reporting or causing 
others to make fo1.lse report. The penalty is a second degree 
misdemeanor. 

SectiQU.��- Amends s. 415.501(4), F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 13. Amends s. 415.504, F.S. Renames "o1.busc registry" to 
"central o1.buse registry and tro1.cklng system." Requires all reports 
to go directly to the registry o1.nd tro1.cking system. clarifies 
functions the system will eno1.ble the Department of HRS to perform, 
including tracking critical steps to ensure compli•nce, maintaining 
and producing reports, and serving •s iii. resource for evaluation, 
mano1.gement, o1.nd plo1.nning. Provides registry o1.nd tracking system 
with o1.uthority to determine which reports need invncdio1.te on-site 
protective investigo1.tions o1.nd which require investig�t1ons within 
24 hours. Provides procedures for notification of loco1.l offices. 
Permits indexing of an indico1.ted report by names of all subjects of 
the report, Adds neglect reports to the confidential1ty 
requirement during the o1.drn1nistrative hearing process. 

Section 14. Amends s. 415.505, F.S., to accomplish the 1dcntico1.l 
functions described 10 section 9. 

Section 15. Amends s. 415.5055, F.S., to conform tc1m1nologies. 

Section 16. Amends s. 415.509, F.S., to conform te1m1nologics 
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Section 17. Amends s 415 51, F s., to conform changes 10 
terminology o1.nd to require repo1 ts to be mo1.dc directly to the 
central abuse rey1stry o1.nd tracking system. 

Section 18. Amends �- 415.511, F.S., to provide greater conformity 
in the irrvnunity from l1o1.bility prov1s1on� for aged pen.ans •nd 
disabled adults and children. 

Section 19. Amends s. 415.51), F.S., to conform ch•ngcs in 
terminology and to provide a peno1.lty for false reporting. Lo1.nguo1.ge 
identico1.l to proposed cho1.nge 1n s. 415.111, F.S. 

fu"!ction 20. Amends s. 959.06, F.S., to correct c1oss-refercnce. 

Section 21, Provides October 1, 1988, effective d-tc. 

II. FISCAL N:!ALYSIS, ECONOMIC IMPACT STATRMEHT_;_ 

>.. FISCAi, IMPACT ON STATE AGENCIES/STATE FUNDS: 

1. 

2. 

Non�rec�rrinq or First Yc•r St�rt-Up Effects. 

According to the Department of Health o1.nd Rchabilit•tivc 
Services, there is • need for an ad,titional 184 positions to 
implement the legisht1on. In o1.dd1t1on to the )84 positions, 
the Department anticipates a need for OPS staff for a portior 
of the first year. The following .1ndic�tes lhc cost for the 
OPS staff and the opero1.ting cap1tal outlo1.y for all positions 
requested. 

Other Personal Services (OPS) 
Temporo1.ry Employment Costs 

Operating Capito1.l Outlay 

TOTAL Non-recurring 

1988-1989 

$ 725,28) 

$ 832,)68 

$1,557,651 

Recu11in.!l or Annyalized Cont1nuat1on Effcct;:s. 

1'he following reflects the 1rcurring o1.dm1nh;tro1.tivc costs fol 
the )84 pos1t1ons needed to implement the lcg1slo1.tion. The 
figures for 1988-89 •re for 9 mouth funding s1ncc the 
legislation docs not to1.ke effect until October 1, 1988. The 
figures £01 1989-90 reprc�cnt the dnnual1zed amounts. 
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Saloilries, Benefits 
Position Type 

Cler lCoill 
Professionoill 

supervisory 
Other 
TOT•L 

Expenses for FTEs 

No. FTE 
102 

1 
264 

17 

1988-89 

]84 $ 8,225,668 

$ 3,389,549 

Other Administrative Costs 

TCYI'Al, RECURRING/ >.NNUALI ZED 

$ ],371,764 

S14,986,971 

LQn_g_ R�n Effect� Other Th•n Nqrmoill Growth: 

None 

�opr1ations Consequences: 

Tot•l Cost 
FTEs 
Gener•l Revenue Fund 
Other Funds 
TOtoill Funds 

19118-89 

384 
$14,644,632 
$ 1,900,000 
$16,544,632 

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNM!:NTS >.s A WIIOLE

1. 

2. 

). 

Nqn-recurrinq or First Ye•r Start-Up Effect§: 

None 

R�curr�n_g_ or Annualized Continuation �tfect§· 

None 

Lon_g__R\ill �tf�t� Q�her Th•n Norm•l Grqwth: 

None 

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR:

1. 

2. 

Direct Ptivate SectO£ Costs: 

None 

Dir��t_friv•t� Se�tor ���efits: 

None 

1989-90 

U0,014,543 

$ 4,081,704 

$ 2,166,672 

$16,268,919 

1989-90 

-o
$16,268,919 

$16,268,919 

). Effects on Competition, Private Entcrp11sc
1 

;iiind Emplo� 
Mark�ts: 
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None 

D. FISCAL COMMF.NTS:

The legislation hds • potcnttoill positive economic impact on both 
lhe public oilnd government through dolloilr savings in future costs
for the care of children who arc not protected to the fullest
extent because of inappropri•te decisions to remove a child from a
home setting or decisions not to remove.

I I I . LON(J_ R�GE CONSEQUENc:;�: 

Not only does the legislation have a potential positive economic imp .. ct 
•s described in the section on fiscal corrwnents, but it •lso has•
potential positive impact in offering better protection for children, 
disoilbled adults, oilnd the aged who often cannot speak out to protect 
themselves. Foilllure to promptly and appropri•tely investigate c•ses 
•nd to provide the services needed to provide the gre•test protection 
for the individual and to prevent the likelihood of a futute occurrence 
of oilbuse or neglect ls evident 1n our dependency system, mcntoill heoillth
system, and our corrections system. 'I'he lcq1sl'atton could be a 
beginning step toward oilmeliorating the high costs 1n doll•rs •nd cents 
and in humanity caused by those systems.

IV. COMMENTS: 

None 

V. M4ENDMENTS: 

VI. SIGti_AT!,l��S: 

SUBSTANTIVE COMMI'IT

�

E, 
Prepoilred by: 

Judy C. Justice/t 

FINANCE, TAXATION: 
Prepared by: 

APPROPRIATIONS: 
Prepa1cd by: 

Staff D1 rector _,{,Q 
Tom Batchclot, Ph.D. 

Staff D1 rector: 

Staff D1rccto1: 

!",'l'T>.NDAII!) !"OHM ]/88 



STOR>.G 
IJate: 

�.I.ME: _\dw\8sum\PCB4.jJ 
Fcbruar�l988 

Revised: 
Final ... 

HOUSE OF REPRESENT>.TIVES 
COMMITI'EE ON HE.l.LTH , REHABILIT.l.TIVE SERVICES 

STA.FF ANALYSIS 

BILL I: P<;B 4 

RELATING TO: Abuse/Neglect of Aged, Disabled Adults, and Children 

SPONSOR( SI: HRS committee 

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 1988 

COMP.l.NION Bl LLS: 

OTHER COMMI'ITEES OF REFERENC!: { 1) 

{ 2) 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I. SUMMARY; 

• P��sent Situation:

under Chaptct 415, F.S., a centr.il.l abuse registry is est.il.blished to 
receive reports of .i1.lleged abuse, neglect or exploit.il.tion of aged 
persons .il.nd dis.ii.bled .il.dults and to receive repo1ts of .il.lleged abuse 
01 neglect of children. The registry accepts reports in writing or
through .ii. single statewide toll-free telephone number and 1s
.il.vailable 24 hours a d.il.y seven days a week. The registry not only
receives reports but performs such tasks as screening for p11or
reports, rel.il.ying inform.il.tion to investigative staff, monitoring and 
evaluating effectiveness of reporting and investigating of repo1ts,
.il.nd m.il.lntaining .il.nd producing .il.ggregate statistical dat.il. summaries.

Chapter 415, F.S., also provides that a person does not have to
report directly to the central registry but may report directly to 
local offices of the department responsible for investigation of 
reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation. >.t one time this involved
app1oximatcly 181 different offices st�tewide.

Subsections 415.103(3) .il.nd 415.504(41, F.S., require that the centr.il.l
�buse registry irrvnediately notify the local staff of the department 
of all dllegations of .il.buse, neglect or exploit.il.tion. No provision 
is made for trained registry staff to screen calls and refer only 
those needing immediate action during the night and early morning 
hours and refer others within enough time to ensure .il.n investigation 
within 24 hours.

The description of the registry's required functions varies slightly
between the sections governing aged and disabled adults and those
governing children. For example, provisions similar to s.
415.103(3)(a)3. and 4., F.S., arc not included in s. 415.504{4){.il.),
F.S. The lu1guage 1.n the law does not reflect the requirements for
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classifying records. 
regarding the use of 
ensure that critical 
timely management of 

The law does not include .il.ny statements 
an .il.Utomated system with tracking c.il.p.il.bility to 
points of investigation are met �nd to provide 
cases by investigators .il.nd supervisors. 

Current l.il.W does not specify types of information that should be 
gathered on .il.lleged perpctr.il.tors during the protective investigation 
for purposes of the registry. 

Ch.il.pter 415, F.S., does not require the utilization of standardized 
risk assessment instruments. According to the department, workers 
assess risk without established instruments, providing no consistency 
or framework. However, it should be noted that the dep�rtmcnt has 
developed such an instrument which is being field tested and is to be 
implemented through policy on a statewide b.il.sis. 

The current law does not make it incumbent upon the investiQ.il.tor to 
make certain that identified needed services are provided through 
early intervention of others within the dep.il.rt.ment. 

Provisions in the corresponding sections on inrnunity from liability 
for aged persons and disabled adults and for children cont.ii.in 
different protection&. 

The confidentiality of reports used in administrative hearings 
pursuant to ss. 415.103 .il.nd 415.504, F.S., i& extended to cases of 
abuse but not neglect. 

Chapter 415, F.S., does not provide a pen.il.lty for persons who 
willfully and knowingly make false reports of abuse, neglect, or 
exploitation or who cause others to make such reports. 

Pu1suant to Chapter 20.19, F.S., the Dep.il.rtment of HRS h.il.s a single 
intake system for dependent .il.nd delinquent children. The l.il.w does 
not reflect current distinctions m.il.de by 1988 st.il.tutory ch.il.nges 1n 
the definition of dependency. 

Chapter 415, F.S., refers to investigations .il.s protective 
investig.il.tions while under Chapter 39, F.S., the investig.il.tions .ii.re 
considered to be p.il.rt of the intake process for dependency. Under 
Chapter 39, F.S., an int.ii.kc officer h.il.ndling dependency c.il.ses not 
only investigates to determine dependency and s�fety, including 
removal, but .ii.Isa provides or recommends services to the family to 
prevent remov.il.l of a child or to accommod.il.te the possible return of 
the child. In most locations intake officers under Ch.il.ptcr 39, F.S., 
h.il.ndle abuse/neglect 1nvestlg.il.tions, families .il.nd children in need of 
service c.il.ses .il.nd requests for services. In m.il.ny areas the same 
people 1nvestig.i1.te delinquency cases. With reg.ii.rd to investigations 
under Aging and Adult Services, investigators handle .il.buse/neglect 
investigations, supportive services, home care for the elderly, 
alternate C.il.re for the elderly, .il.ltern.il.te care pl.ii.cement and 
supervision of adult foster home placements. 

B. Effect of Proposed Changes:
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PCB 4 �ends s. 20.19, F.S., Parts I, III, and IV of Chapter )9, 
F.S., and several sections in Chapter 415, F S., to •ddress concerns
brought to thP attention of the Soci•l, Economic •nd Developmental
Services Subcorm1ittee th•t are mentioned in the present situation 
portion of the staff analysis. Those changes are:

• requiring use of the st•tew1de toll-free hotline 
to receive all reports of abuse, neglect or
exploilat1on for aged persons, disabled adults and
children; 

• deleting the requirement for unmcdiate
notification of loc•l st•ff for •11 reports of
abuse, neglect, •nd exploitation;

]f f ' I 

'/r"v .r,' 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

documenting utilization of an automated dat•
system,

requiring the utilization of standardized risk
•sscssment instruments in protective
investigations; 

strengthening the required role of the abu,se 
registty in tracking critical steps in the
investigation to make certain th•t all required
actions are t•ken;

requiring •dditional information to be obtained on 
alleged perpetr•tors; 

requiring the delivery of services through the
early intervention of services wotkers, 

• distinguishing the role of the investigator from
that of the service worker, and

• spec1fy1ng the role of the investigator in 
dependency proceedings.

The lcg1slat1on also more closely conforms the child abuse portions 
of the law 1eqarding responsibility of the o1.buse reg1stry and 
1mmun1ty to those of the aged and disabled adult portions. 

PCB 4 provides a penalty for false reporting. 

Finally, PCB 4 amends provisions on confidentiality in •dmin1strative 
hear1ngs to make cert•in neglect reports are handled similarly to 
abuse repot ts 

�ection by Section Analysis: 

Section 1. >.mends s. 20.19(4)2.e., F S., to conform responsibilities 
of the Children, Youth and F•milies Program Office to changes made 1n 
Chapter 39, F.s., l•st session •nd to reflect the propo�ed ch•nges in 
the intake function: protective investigation services for 
ab•ndoncd, •bused, •nd neglected children and intake services for 
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delinquent children, families 1n need of services, and children in 
need of services. 

Amends s 20.19(5)(c)3., F.s., to reflect dep�rtment•l headquarters 
changes described •hove •t the district level. 

Section 2. Amends s. 39.01, F.S., by changing the term "intake" to 
refet only to non-dependency cases, changing the term "intake 
officer" to delete responsibility for dependency c•ses, •dds 
def1nit1ons of "court intake" and "protective investigator." 

section J. Amends s. 39.401, F.S., to reflect change in terminology 
from �ake officer" to "protective investigator." Also st•tes 
that the protective investigation office receives reports on cases 
involving abuse, neglect, or abandonment. All others are referred to 
the appropri•te service unit in the department. Only abused, 
abandoned or neglected children are to be delivered to the protective 
investigation office; others go to the •ppropriAte unit office. 

S��tion 4. Amends s. 39.402, F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 5. .a.mends s. 39. 403, F. S. Changes "intake" to "court 
1.ntake." Requires all reports or complaints of abuse or neglect •s 
defined in s. 415.503, F.S., to be reported to the central •busc 
registry and tr•cking system. Requires other dependency alleg•tions 
to be reported to loc•l Children, Youth •nd Filmilies Office. 
Distinguishes to whom a compl•inant will furnish inform•tion. 
Conforms changes in terminology. 

Section 6. Amends s. 39.404(3) and (6), F.S., to conform to changes 
in terminology. 

Sect1.on 7. Amends s. 39.423(2), F.S., to correct cross-reference. 

section 8. Amends s. 415.103, F.S. Renames the "central •buse 
registry" to "central abuse registry •nd tracking system." Requires 
all reports to go directly to the registry •nd tracking system. 
Chrifies functions the system will enable the Dep•rtment of HRS to 
perform, including tr•cking critical steps in investigative process 
to ensure compli•nce with requirements. Provides central •buse 
registry and tr•cking system with •uthority to determ1.ne which 
1eports require irrrnedi•te on-site protective investigations and which 
require investigation within 24 hours. Provides procedures for 
notification of local Aging and Adult Services Office based upon the 
determination. Adds neglect reports to the confidentiality 
requirement during the administrative hearing process. 

Section 9. Amends s. 415.104, F.S., requiring d•te of birth instead 
of age for information gathered on persons who •re sub]ccts of the 
report. Requires certain information to be gathered on perpetrator. 
States perpetrator shall cooperate in provision of information. 
Requires utilization of standardized risk assessment instruments 
Expedites delivery of early intervention services through 
department•! worker identified. 
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Section 10. Amends s. 415.107, F.S , to conform changes 1n 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the central 
abuse registry and tracking system. 

Section 11. >.mends s. 415.111, F.s., to conform change in 
terminology and to provide a penalty for false reporting or causing 
others to make false report. The penalty 1s a second degree 
misdemeanor. 

Section 12. Amends s. 415.50](4), F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 13. Amends s. 415.504, F s. Renames "abuse registry" to 
"central abuse reg.1stry and tracking system." Requires all reports 
to go directly to the registry and tracking system. clar.1f1es 
functions the system will enable the Department of HRS to perform, 
including t1ack.1ng critical steps to ensure compl1ance, mainta1n1ng 
and producing reports, and serving as a resource for evaluation, 
management, and planning. Provides registry and tracking system with 
authority to d<•term1ne wh.1ch reports need immediate on-site 
protective 1nvest.1gations and which require investigations w.1thin 24 
hours. Provides procedures for not.1ficat1on of local offices. Adds 
neglect reports to the confidentiality requirement during the 
administrative hear.1ng process. 

Section 14. Amends s. 415.505, F.s., to accomplish the identical 
functions described in section 9. 

Section 15. Amends s. 415.5055, F.S., to conform terminologies. 

Section 1�� Amends s. 415.509, F.S., to conform terminologies. 

Section 17. Amends s. 415.51, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the central 
abuse registry and tracking system. 

section 18. Amends s. 415.511, F.S., �o provide greater conformity 
in the irrvnunity from liability provisions for aged persons •nd 
d.1sabled adults and children. 

sect.ton 19. Amends s. 415.51], F.S., to conform chAnges .1n 
terminology and to provide a penalty for false reporting. Language 
1dent1cal to proposed change in s 415.111, F.S. 

section� Provides October 1, 1988, effective date. 

II. EC9NOMIC _ _l_MPAC'!';_ 

A. Pu�!ic:

PCB 4 has a potential pos1t.1ve economic impact on both the public and
government through dollar savings in future costs for the care of
children who are not protected to the fullest extent because of
inappropriate decisions to remove a ch.1ld from a home setting or
dec1s.1ons not to remove.

8. Goy�rnment:
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The Department of HRS estimates that in order to implement PCB 4 
there is a need for 384 additional staff and $161544,632 for total 
administrative costs. The adrnin1strat1ve costs includes $14,644, 6]2 

in General Revenue funds and $1,900,000 in other funds. 

III. STATE COMPR�HENS!Y._E PLAN I�PACT: 

IV. 

v. 

VI. 

VII. 

PCB 4 is consistent with the goal for Children contained in the 
comprehensive State Pl•n as well as pol.1cies 1, 8, 11, 13, •nd 19
under the section related to children. 

fOMMfilIT_S: 

None

AMENDMEN_TS : 

PREPARED BY: Jud c. Justice t 

STAFF DIRECTOR: Tom 
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES -- HB 1515 

House Bill 1515 provides a comprehensive approach 

for receiving, screening and investigating reports of 

abuse, neglect and exploitation of children, disabled 

adults and the elderly. This initiative helps to 

better protect our vulnerable citizens from abuse and 

neglect. It also helps to better ensure that persons 

are not unnecessarily removed from their homes nor left 

in dangerous situations. House Bill 1515 includes the 

following major points: 

1. All reports are centrally received at one

statewide hotline and screened by trained

professionals;

2. The role of the investigator in abuse and

neglect investigations is separated from that

of the service worker;

3. Services are provided earlier in the process

through the early intervention of service

workers;

4. The role of the investigator in dependency

proceedings for children is clarified;

1 

io/ Jr&V 



5. A standardized risk assessment will be used

by all investigators;

6. The system or initiative requires that the

current abuse reporting and tracking system

become more accountable for reports and

investigations. The system is to be a

comprehensive data system for tracking,

management and accountability.

7. The legislation and the initiative provides

for the development of a single database for

recording abuse/neglect cases and generation

of reliable statistical reports.

The legislation also more closely conforms the 

child abuse portions of the law with comparable 

portions for aged and disabled adults. It also 

provides a penalty for willfully and knowingly making 

false reports of abuse or neglect. 

Finally, the legislation provides that adult 

relatives will be given priority consideration over 

non-relative placements when a child must be removed 

from the home setting because of abuse, abandonment or 

neglect. 

2 



HOUSE BILL 1515 (HRS-PCB-04) 

SECTION-BY-SECTION 

Section 1. Amends s. 20.19(4)2.e., F.S., to conform 

responsibilities of the Children, Youth and Families 

Program Office to changes made in Chapter 39, F.S., last 

session, to reflect the proposed changes in the intake 

function and to reflect current responsibilities: 

protective investigation services for abandoned, abused, 

and neglected children and intake services for 

delinquent children, families in need of services, 

children in need of services and interstate compact on 

the placement of children. 

Amends s. 20.19(5)(c)3., F.S., to reflect departmental 

headquarters changes described above at the district 

level. 

Section 2. Amends s. 39.01, F.S., by changing the term 

"intake" to refer only to non-dependency cases, changing 

the term "intake officer" to delete responsibility for 

dependency cases, adds definitions of "protective 

investigation" and "protective investigator." Provides 

that placement with a relative shall be given priority 

consideration over a non-relative placement. 

Section 3. Amends s. 39.401, F.S., to reflect change in 

terminology from " intake officer" to "protective 

investigator." Provides that placement with a relative 

shall be given priority consideration over a 

non-relative placement. Also states that the protective 



investigation office receives reports on cases involving 

abuse, neglect, or abandonment. All others are referred 

to the appropriate service unit of the local Children, 

Youth, and Families Office in the department. Only 

abused, abandoned or neglected children are to be 

delivered to the protective investigation office; others 

go to the appropriate unit office. The term 

"caretaker/homemaker" is changed to 

"housekeeper/homemaker." 

Section 4. Amends s. 39.402, F.S., to conform 

terminology. 

Section 5. N!lends s. 39.403, F.S. Changes "intake" to 

"protective investigation." Requires all reports or 

complaints of abuse or neglect as defined in s. 415.503, 

F.S., to be reported to the central abuse registry and

tracking system. Requires other dependency allegations 

to be reported to appropriate service unit of the local 

Children, Youth, and Families Office. Distinguishes to 

whom a complainant will furnish information. Conforms 

changes in terminology. 

Section 6. Amends s. 39.404(3) and (6), F.S., to 

conform to changes in terminology. 

Section 7. Amends s. 110.1127(3)(a), F.S., to correct 

cross-reference. 



Section 8. Amends s. 415.103, F.S. Renames the 

"central abuse registry" to "central abuse registry and 

tracking system." Requires all reports to go directly 

to the registry and tracking system. Clarifies 

functions the system will enable the Department of HRS 

to perform, including tracking critical steps in 

investigative process to ensure compliance with 

requirements. Provides central abuse registry and 

tracking system with authority to determine which 

reports require immediate on-site protective 

investigations and which require investigation within 24 

hours. Provides procedures for notification of local 

Aging and Adult Services Office based upon the 

determination. Permits indexing of an indicated report 

by names of all subjects of the report. Adds neglect 

reports to the confidentiality requirement during the 

administrative hearing process. 

Section 9. Amends s. 415.104, F.S., requiring date of 

birth instead of age for information gathered on persons 

who are subjects of the report. Requires certain 

information to be gathered on alleged perpetrator. 

States that the alleged perpetrator shall cooperate in 

provision of information. Requires utilization of 

standardized risk assessment instruments. Expedites 

delivery of early intervention services through 

departmental worker identified. 



section 10. Amends s. 415.107, F.S., to conform changes 

in terminology and to require reports to be made 

directly to the central abuse registry and tracking 

system. 

Section 11. Amends s. 415.111, F.S., to conform change 

in terminology and to provide a penalty for false 

reporting or causing others to make false report. The 

penalty is a second degree misdemeanor. 

Section 12. Amends s. 415.503(4), F.S., to conform 

terminology. 

Section 13. Amends s. 415.504, F.S. Renames "abuse 

registry" to "central abuse registry and tracking 

system." Requires all reports to go directly to the 

registry and tracking system. Clarifies functions the 

system will enable the Department of HRS to perform, 

including tracking critical steps to ensure compliance, 

maintaining and producing reports, and serving as a 

resource for evaluation, management, and planning. 

Provides registry and tracking system with authority to 

determine which reports need immediate on-site 

protective investigations and which require 

investigations within 24 hours. Provides procedures for 

notification of local offices. Permits indexing of an 

indicated report by names of all subjects of the report. 



Adds neglect reports to the confidentiality requirement 

during the administrative hearing process. 

Section 14. Amends s. 415.505, F.S., to accomplish the 

identical functions described in section 9. 

Section 15. Amends s. 415.5055, F.S., to conform 

terminologies. 

Section 16� Amends s. 415.509, F.S., to conform 

terminologies. 

Section 17. Amends s. 415.51, F.S., to conform changes 

in terminology and to require reports to be made 

directly to the central abuse registry and tracking 

system. 

Section 18. Amends s. 415.511, F.S., to provide greater 

conformity in the immunity from liability provisions for 

aged persons and disabled adults and children. 

Section 19. Amends s. 415.513, F.S., to conform changes 

in terminology and to provide a penalty for false 

reporting. Language identical to proposed change in s. 

415.111, F.S. 



Section 20. 1.mends s. 959.06, F.S., to correct 

cross-reference. 

Section 21. Provides October 1, 1988, effective date. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
STAFF ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

RELATING TO: Child abuse reporting 

,I; 1570
'-f-,9-'3Y

SPONSOR ( S) : Representatives Bloom, Cosgrove, Saunders, Thomas, Guber, 
Abrams and Friedman 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law 

COMPANION BILL ( S) : _.,_,N_,::o.!.!
n.:::

e _______________________ _ 

OTHER COMMITTEES OF REFERENCE: (1) 

( 2) 

Appropriations 

k************************************************************************** 

I. SUMMARY:

A. PRESENT SITUATION:

Currently, s. 415.511, F.S., provides that any person, official,
or institution participating in good faith in any act pursuant to
ss. 415.502 - 415.514, F.S., shall be immune from any civil or
criminal liability. Sections 415.502 - 415.514, F.s., involves
comprehensive protective services for abused or neglected
children. These sections require that reports of each abused or
neglected child be made to the Department of Health and
Rehabilitative Services.

B. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES:

HB 1184 amends s. 415.511, F.S., providing that persons required
by s. 415.504, F.S., (e.g., physicians, nurses, hospital
personnel, mental health professionals, school teachers, social
workers, day-care center workers, law enforcement officers and
others) to report known or suspected child abuse or neglect to
the department and whom fail to report such incidents, shall be
criminally liable pursuant to s. 415.513, F.S., but shall not be
civilly liable for damages based on such failure.

C. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS:

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT:

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE AGENCIES/STATE FUNDS:

1. Non-recurring or First Year Start-Up Effects:
,,... 

( Indeterminate 
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2. Recurring or Annualiz�d Continuation Effects:

Indeterminate 

3. Long Run Effects Other Than_Normal Growth:

Indeterminate 

4. Appropriations Consequences:

Indeterminate

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AS A WHOLE:

1. Non-recurring or First Year Start-Up Effects:

Indeterminate 

2. Recurring or Annualized Continuation Effects:

Indeterminate 

3. Long Run Effec�ts Other Than Normal Growth:

Indeterminate 

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR:

1. Direct Private Sector Costs:

Indeterminate

2. Direct Private Sector Benefits:

Indeterminate

3. Effects on Competition, Private Enterprise, and Employment
Markets:

Indeterminate

D. FISCAL COMMENTS:

III. LONG RANGE CONSEQUENCES:

IV. COMMENTS:

V . AMENDMENTS : 
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VI. SIGNATURES:

SUBSTANTIVE COMMITTEE:
Prepared by: i---'

i� Karen Mann, Staff Analyst 

APPROPRIATIONS: 
Prepared by: 

Staff Director:
!/ 

BillR� 

Staff Director: 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

STAFF ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

I "} 
s:LL #: CS/HB 1184 

IZ1/ 

?.ELATING TO: Child abuse Iepo�ting 

S?ONSOR ( S) : Representatives Bloom, Cosorove, Saunders, Thomas, Guber, 
Abrams and Friedman 

EFFECT:'IE DATE: _ 'Jpon _becomirig law 

COMPANION BILL(S): -�N�o�n�e�--------------------------

C".':�ER CC:slMI':'TEES CF REFERENCE: ( l) 

( 2) 

Aoorooriations 

******x******************************�************************************* 

S 1.I'.1MARY : 

�- ?RESE..--r:::' S:TUAT:CN: 

Currently, s. 415.511, F.S., provides that any person, oftic�al, 
or institution participating in good faith in any act pursuant t� 
ss. 4�5.502 - 415.514, F.S., shall be immune from any civil or 
criminal liability. Sections 415.502 - 415.514, F.S., involves 
comprehensive protective services for abused or neglected 
children. These sections require that reports of each abused or 
neglected child be made to the Depar��ent of Health and 
Rehabil��ati,,e Services.

3. EFFECT OF ?RCPCSED CHANGES:

HB 1184 a�ends s. 415.511, F.S., providing that persons required
by s. 415.504, F.S., (e.g., physicians, nurses, hospital
personnel, mental health professionals, school teachers, social
workers, day-care center workers, law enforcement officers and
others) to report known or suspected child abuse or neglect to
the depar��ent and whom reasonably fail to report such incidents,
shall be immune from any civil or criminal liability.

C. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS:

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATE.�ENT:

A. FISCAL IMPACT CN STATE AGENCIES/STATE FUNDS:

1. Non-recurring or First Year Start-Up Effects:

Indeterminate 

2. Recurring or Annualized Continuation Effects:
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Indeterminate 

3. Long Run Effects Other ThEn Normal Growth:

Indeterminate 

4. Aoprooriations Consequences:

Indeterminate

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LCCAL GOVER..'><MENTS AS A WHCLE:

1. Non-recurr�ng or F�rst Year Start-Up Effects:

I:1.determinate 

2. Recurring or Annual�zed Continuation Effects:

3 . 

Indeter:ninate 

�ong ?un Effects Ot�er Than Normal Growth: 

::1dete:-:ninate 

C. DIRECT ECCNOMIC IC'!PACT ON PRIVA7E SECTOR:

1. �irect Private Sector Costs:

::ndetermin.at.e

2. �irect Pr�vate Sector 3enefits:

I:ideterminate

3. Effects on Comoetition, Private Enterorise, and Emoloyment
Markets:

Indeterminate

D. FISCAL COMMENTS:

III. LONG RANGE CONSEQUENCES:

IV. CCMMENTS:

V • AMENDMENTS :
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?age J. 
Bill.�: CS/HB 1184 
Date: April 22, 1988 

VI. SIGNATURES:

SUBSTANTIVE COMMITTEE: 
,\ ��

Prepared by: 
� 

Karen Mann, Staff Analyst 

A?PROPRIATIONS: 
Prepared by: 

Staff Director:�§ 

Bill Ry_an_tJ_.;?:;._� 

Staff Director: 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMI'ITEE ON HEALTH, REHABILITATIVE SERVICES 

STAFF ANALYSIS, ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

PCB 4 
11 Jt,&,� 

RELATING TO: Abuse/Neglect of Aged, Disabled Adults, and Children 

SPONSOR(S): HRS Committee 

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 1988 

COMPANION BILL(S): 

OTHER COMMITTEES OF REFERENCE: (1) 

( 2) 

*************************************************************************** 

I. SUMMARY:

A. PRESENT SITUATION:

Under Chapter 415, F.S., a central abuse registry is established to
receive reports of alleged abuse, neglect or exploitation of aged
persons and disabled adults and to receive reports of alleged abuse
or neglect of children. The registry accepts reports in writing or
through a single statewide toll-free telephone number and is
available 24 hours a day seven days a week. The registry not only
receives reports but performs such tasks as screening for prior
reports, relaying information to investigative staff, monitoring
and evaluating effectiveness of reporting and investigating of
reports, and maintaining and producing aggregate statistical data
summaries.

Chapter 415, F.S., also provides that a person does not have to
report directly to the central registry but may report directly to
local offices of the department responsible for investigation of
reports of abuse, neglect or exploitation. At one time this
involved approximately 181 different offices statewide.

Subsections 415.103(3) and 415.504(4), F.S., require that the
central abuse registry immediately notify the local staff of the
department of all allegations of abuse, neglect or exploitation.
No provision is made for trained registry staff to screen calls and
refer only those needing immediate action during the night and
early morning hours and refer others within enough time to ensure
an investigation within 24 hours.

The description of the registry's required functions varies
slightly between the sections governing aged and disabled adults
and those governing children. For example, provisions similar to 
s. 415.103(3)(a)3. and 4., F.S., are not included in s.
415.504(4)(a), F.S. The language in the law does not reflect the 
requirements for classifying records. The law does not include any 
statements regarding the use of an automated system with tracking 
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capability to ensure that critical points of investigation are met 
and to provide timely management of cases by investigators and 
supervisors. 

current law does not specify types of information that should be 
gathered on alleged perpetrators during the protective 
investigation for purposes of the registry. 

Chapter 415, F.S., does not require the utilization of standardized 
risk assessment instruments. According to the department, workers 
assess risk without established instruments, providing no 
consistency or framework. However, it should be noted that the 
department has developed such an instrument which is being field 
tested and is to be implemented through policy on a statewide 
basis. 

The current law does not make it incumbent upon the investigator to 
make certain that identified needed services are provided through 
early intervention of others within the department. 

Chapter 415 allows indicated reports of child abuse to be indexed 
on the abuse registry only by the name of the abused or neglected 
aged person, disabled adult, or child. 

Provisions in the corresponding sections on immunity from liability 
for aged persons and disabled adults and for children contain 
different protections. 

The confidentiality of reports used in administrative hearings 
pursuant to ss. 415.103 and 415.504, F.S., is extended to cases of 
abuse but not neglect. 

Chapter 415, F.S., does not provide a penalty for persons who 
willfully and knowingly make false reports of abuse, neglect, or 
exploitation or who cause others to make such reports. 

Pursuant to Chapter 20.19, F.S., the Department of HRS has a single 
intake system for dependent and delinquent children. The law does 
not reflect current distinctions made by 1988 statutory changes in 
the definition of dependency. 

Chapter 415, F.S., refers to investigations as protective 
investigations while under Chapter 39, F.S., the investigations are 
considered to be part of the intake process for dependency. Under 
Chapter 39, F.S., an intake officer handling dependency cases not 
only investigates to determine dependency and safety, including 
removal, but also provides or recommends services to the family to 
prevent removal of a child or to accommodate the possible return of 
the child. In most locations intake officers under Chapter 39, 
F.S., handle abuse/neglect investigations, families and children in 
need of service cases and requests for services. In many areas the 
same people investigate delinquency cases. With regard to 
investigations under Aging and Adult Services, investigators handle 
abuse/neglect investigations, supportive services, home care for 
the elderly, alternate care for the elderly, alternate care 
placement and supervision of adult foster home placements. 

STANDARD FORM 3/88 



Page 3

Bill !I: PCB 4 
Date: April 10, 1988 

B. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES:

PCB 4 amends s. 20.19, F.S., Parts I, III, and IV of Chapter 39,
F.S., and several sections in Chapter 415, F.S., to address
concerns brought to the attention of the Social, Economic and
Developmental Services Subcommittee that are mentioned in the
present situation portion of the staff analysis. Those changes
are:

o requiring use of the statewide toll-free hotline
to receive all reports of abuse, neglect or
exploitation for aged persons, disabled adults and
children;

o deleting the requirement for immediate
notification of local staff for all reports of
abuse, neglect, and exploitation;

o documenting utilization of an automated data
system;

o requiring the utilization of standardized risk
assessment instruments in protective
investigations;

o strengthening the required role of the abuse
registry in tracking critical steps in the
investigation to make certain that all required
actions are taken;

o authorizing the indexing of an indicated report of
abuse/neglect/exploitation by names of all
subjects of the report;

o requiring additional information to be obtained on
alleged perpetrators;

o requiring the delivery of services through the
early intervention of services workers;

o distinguishing the role of the investigator from
that of the service worker; and

o specifying the role of the investigator in
dependency proceedings.

The legislation also more closely conforms the child abuse portions 
of the law regarding responsibility of the abuse registry and 
immunity to those of the aged and disabled adult portions. 

PCB 4 provides a penalty for false reporting. 

PCB 4 amends provisions on confidentiality in administrative 
hearings to make certain neglect reports are handled similarly to 
abuse reports. 
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Finally, PCB 4 amends language in Chapter 39 to provide that adult 
relatives will be given priority consideration over non-relative 
placements when a child must be removed from the home setting 
because of abuse, abandonment or neglect. 

C. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS:

Section 1. Amends s. 20.19(4)2.e., F.S., to conform
responsibilities of the Children, Youth and Families Program Office
to changes made in Chapter 39, F.S., last session, to reflect the
proposed changes in the intake function and to reflect current
responsibilities: protective investigation services for abandoned,
abused, and neglected children and intake services for delinquent
children, families in need of services, children in need of
services and interstate compact on the placement of children.

Amends s. 20.19(5)(c)3., F.S., to reflect departmental headquarters
changes described above at the district level.

Section 2. Amends s. 39.01, F.S., by changing the term "intake" to
refer only to non-dependency cases, changing the term "intake
officer" to delete responsibility for dependency cases, adds
definitions of "protective investigation" and "protective
investigator." Provides that placement with a relative shall be
given priority consideration over a non-relative placement.

Section 3. Amends s. 39.401, F.S., to reflect change in
terminology from " intake officer" to "protective investigator."
Provides that placement with a relative shall be given priority
consideration over a non-relative placement. Also states that the 
protective investigation office receives reports on cases involving 
abuse, neglect, or abandonment. All others are referred to the 
appropriate service unit of the local Children, Youth, and Families 
Office in the department. Only abused, abandoned or neglected 
children are to be delivered to the protective investigation 
office; others go to the appropriate unit office. The term 
"caretaker/homemaker" is changed to "housekeeper/homemaker." 

Section 4. Amends s. 39.402, F.s., to conform terminology. 

Section 5. Amends s. 39.403, F.S. Changes "intake" to "protective 
investigation." Requires all reports or complaints of abuse or 
neglect as defined in s. 415.503, F.S., to be reported to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. Requires other 
dependency allegations to be reported to appropriate service unit 
of the local Children, Youth, and Families Office. Distinguishes 
to whom a complainant will furnish information. Conforms changes 
in terminology. 

Section 6. Amends s. 39.404(3) and (6), F.S., to conform to 
changes in terminology. 

Section 7. Amends s. 39.423(2), F.S., to correct cross-reference. 
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Section 8. Amends s. 415.103, F.S. Renames the "central abuse 
registry" to "central abuse registry and tracking system." 
Requires all reports to go directly to the registry and tracking 
system. Clarifies functions the system will enable the Department 
of HRS to perform, including tracking critical steps in 
investigative process to ensure compliance with requirements. 
Provides central abuse registry and tracking system with authority 
to determine which reports require immediate on-site protective 
investigations and which require investigation within 24 hours. 
Provides procedures for notification of local Aging and Adult 
Services Office based upon the determination. Permits indexing of 
an indicated report by names of all subjects of the report. Adds 
neglect reports to the confidentiality requirement during the 
administrative hearing process. 

Section 9. Amends s. 415.104, F.S., requiring date of birth 
instead of age for information gathered on persons who are subjects 
of the report. Requires certain information to be gathered on 
alleged perpetrator. States that the alleged perpetrator shall 
cooperate in provision of information. Requires utilization of 
standardized risk assessment instruments. Expedites delivery of 
early intervention services through departmental worker identified. 

Section 10. Amends s. 415.107, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. 

Section 11. Amends s. 415.111, F.S., to conform change in 
terminology and to provide a penalty for false reporting or causing 
others to make false report. The penalty is a second degree 
misdemeanor. 

Section 12. Amends s. 415.503(4), F.S., to conform terminology. 

Section 13. Amends s. 415.504, F.S. Renames "abuse registry" to 
"central abuse registry and tracking system." Requires all reports 
to go directly to the registry and tracking system. Clarifies 
functions the system will enable the Department of HRS to perform, 
including tracking critical steps to ensure compliance, maintaining 
and producing reports, and serving as a resource for evaluation, 
management, and planning. Provides registry and tracking system 
with authority to determine which reports need immediate on-site 
protective investigations and which require investigations within 
24 hours. Provides procedures for notification of local offices. 
Permits indexing of an indicated report by names of all subjects of 
the report. Adds neglect reports to the confidentiality 
requirement during the administrative hearing process. 

Section 14. Amends s. 415.505, F.S., to accomplish the identical 
functions described in section 9. 

Section 15. Amends s. 415.5055, F.s., to conform terminologies. 

Section 16. Amends s. 415.509, F.S., to conform terminologies. 
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Section 17. Amends s. 415.51, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to require reports to be made directly to the 
central abuse registry and tracking system. 

Section 18. Amends s. 415.511, F.S., to provide greater conformity 
in the immunity from liability provisions for aged persons and 
disabled adults and children. 

Section 19. Amends s. 415.513, F.S., to conform changes in 
terminology and to provide a penalty for false reporting. Language 
identical to proposed change in s. 415.111, F.S. 

Section 20. Provides October 1, 1988, effective date. 

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT:

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE AGENCIES/STATE FUNDS:

1. Non-recurring or First Year Start-Up Effects:

According to the Department of Health and Rehabilitative
Services, there is a need for an additional 384 positions to
implement the legislation. In addition to the 384 positions,
the Department anticipates a need for OPS staff for a portion
of the first year. The following indicates the cost for the
OPS staff and the operating capital outlay for all positions
requested.

Other Personal Services (OPS) 
Temporary Employment Costs 

Operating Capital outlay 

TOTAL Non-recurring 

1988-1989 

$ 725,283 

$ 832,368 

$1,557,651 

2. Recurring or Annualized Continuation Effects:

The following reflects the recurring administrative costs for
the 384 positions needed to implement the legislation. The 
figures for 1988-89 are for 9 month funding since the 
legislation does not take effect until October 1, 1988. The 
figures for 1989-90 represent the annualized amounts. 
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Salaries & Benefits 
Position Type 

Clerical 
Professional 

Supervisory 
Other 
TOTAL 

Expenses for FTEs 

No. FTE 
102 

1 
264 

17 

1988-89 

384 $ 8,225,668 

$ 3,389,549 

Other Administrative Costs $ 3,371,764 

$14,986,971 TOTAL RECURRING/ANNUALIZED 

3. Long Run Effects Other Than Normal Growth:

None

4. Appropriations Consequences:

Total Cost 
FTEs 
General Revenue Fund 
Other Funds 
Total Funds 

1988-89 

384 
$14,644,632 
$ 1,900,000 
$16,544,632 

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AS A WHOLE:

1. 

2. 

3 • 

Non-recurring or First Year Start-Up Effects: 

None 

Recurring or Annualized Continuation Effects: 

None 

Long Run Effects Other Than Normal Growth: 

None 

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR:

1. Direct Private Sector Costs:

None

2. Direct Private Sector Benefits:

None

1989-90 

$10,014,543 

$ 4,087,704 

$ 2,166,672 

$16,268,919 

1989-90 

-0-
$16,268,919 

$16,268,919 

3. Effects on Competition, Private Enterprise, and Employment
Markets:
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None 

D. FISCAL COMMENTS:

The legislation has a potential positive economic impact on both
the public and government through dollar savings in future costs
for the care of children who are not protected to the fullest
extent because of inappropriate decisions to remove a child from a
home setting or decisions not to remove.

III. LONG RANGE CONSEQUENCES:

Not only does the legislation have a potential positive economic impact
as described in the section on fiscal comments, but it also has a
potential positive impact in offering better protection for children,
disabled adults, and the aged who often cannot speak out to protect
themselves. Failure to promptly and appropriately investigate cases
and to provide the services needed to provide the greatest protection
for the individual and to prevent the likelihood of a future occurrence
of abuse or neglect is evident in our dependency system, mental health
system, and our corrections system. The legislation could be a
beginning step toward ameliorating the high costs in dollars and cents
and in humanity caused by those systems.

IV. COMMENTS:

None

V. AMENDMENTS:

VI. SIGNATURES:

SUBSTANTIVE COMMITI'EE: 
Prepared by: 

"", 
. 

.r 

Judy c. Justice/toy-·_,,

FINANCE & TAXATION: 
Prepared by: 

APPROPRIATIONS: 
Prepared by: 

Staff Direct�
Tom Batchelor, Ph.D. 

Staff Director: 

Staff Director: 
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