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LAWS OF FLORIDA 

CHAPTER 63-1551 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1729 

CHAPTER 63-1552 

AN ACT authorizmg the board of county commissioners of Lee 
county to purchase vehicles to be used for county purposes; au­
thorizing and allowing said board a monthly allowance for the use 
of their own pnvate vehicles, providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the Sta,te of Florida,: 

Section 1 The board of county commissioners of Lee county 
is authonzed to purchase and furnish compact or economy model 
vehicles or automobiles to be used m lieu of truck vehicles by the 
commissioners while engaged in county business. 

Sect10n 2. As an alternative, the board of county commiss10ners 
of Lee county is authorized and empowered to pay to themselves 
one hundred dollars ($100 00) each and every month toward the 
expense of using their own private automobiles 1n connect10n with 
the duties of said office and whtle engaged in county busmess. Said 
one hundred dollars ($100.00) expense allowance each and every 
month shall be over and above their present salaries and shall be 
budgeted and paid out of the general fund of said county and is 

hereby declared to be payment of money for county purposes. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately upon its be­
coming a law. 

Became a law without the Governor's approval. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 30, 1963. 

CHAPTER 63-1552 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1635 

AN ACT relating to establishment of a public hospital and a 
nursing home in Lee county; authorizing the board of county 
commissioners to establish, acquire land and provide for the 
operation and maintenance of same; providing powers and du­
ties of board regarding same; authonzing bond issue for certain 
purposes subject to referendum; providing for and regulating 
hospital board, and providing its duties and powers; providing 
effective date. 
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CHAPTER 63-155:l LAWS OF FLORIDA 

Be It Enacted by the Legisl-ature of the State of Flonda 

Section 1 The board of county comnus::.1oner'> of Lee county, 
hereinafter called the county board, is hereby authorized to estab­
lish and to provide for the operation and mamtenance of a public 
hospital .and, tl deemed necessary for the efficient operat10n of said 
hospital, a nursmg home, to construct and eqmp the necessary 
buildings for the aforesaid purpose<, and to construct extensions, 
addib.ons and unprovement:, thereto from tmie to t1ID.e, and to 
acqwre any land or interest m land wluch may be necessary for 
such purposes The county board IS further authorized to accept 
the conveyance of any or all cJ.ssets presently owned by Lee me­
morial, me., a nonprofit corporation, and to dedicate such as.sets 
tu hospital purposes as prov1ded for herem 

Section 2 For the purpose of prov1dmg funds to finance con­
struction and equ1ppmg of said hospital and other necessary bu1ld­
mgs to be used m connection therew1th, mcludmg the acquisition 
of land or any mterest m land, and for the purpose of constructmg 
extens10ns. add.it10ns and unprovements to sdld hospital from time 
to time. the county board IS authonzed to issue bond:, of the 
county m amounts necessary to pay such part of the cost thereof 
a.., exceeds that amount received, rl any1 from grants made by the 
federal or state government, or any agency thereof. and donations 
made by mdiv1dual:,, assoc1at10n!:> or corporations, which grants 
and donations the county board is hereby authonzed to accept 
Sa.id bonds shall be issued only after their issuance shall have been 
approved by a maJortty of the votes cast at an election m which a 
maJonty of the freeholders who are qualified electors residmg rn 
Lee county shall parl1c1pate Notw1thst-.ndrng the prov1s10ns of any 
other law, the elect10n .concernmg the ts'>uance of bonds may be 
held on the same day as an election held m said county for any 
other purpose, whether such other election be a pnmary, general or 
special election The county board may subrrut the_, que<,t10n of 1s­
sumg bonds «uthonzed b) this dct at one election and others there­
of .at. one or more subsequent elections The ballots used at any 
such elect10n shall state the maxunum amount of bonds proposed 
to be issued, the m.axnnum period W1thm wluch the bonds v.'lil 
mature and the maxrmum mtere;.t rate, provided, however, that 
the total amount of bond:, outstandmg at any one time shall not 
exceed four m1ll10n dollars ($4,000,000 00) In the event th.at at 
any election the issuance of bonds under the authonty of this .act 
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LAWS OF FLORIDA CHAPTER 63-1552 

should not be approved, or 1£ any such election be mvahd or in­
effective for any reason, the county board may call another elect10n 
at any tune for the same purpose Except as otherwise provided 
hPrem, any election concernmg the LSsuance of bonds as aforesaid 
shall be called and held and the result thereof canvassed, ded•red 
and recorded lll the manner prescribed b) ch.apter 100, Flonda 
Statut1=-s 

Section 3 The bonds here1n authonzed to be issued may be 
1c;sued and _s,.,ld at one time or from time to time, and shall bear 
such date or dates, be m such denonunat10n or denommahons, be 
payable at such place, bear mterest at such rate or rates as may be 
determmed at the sale thereof, not exceed.mg six per cent ( 6%) per 
annum, and shall mature at such stated tune or times not exceed­
ing thirty (30) year:c. from their date, with or without the nght 
of pnor redemption by the count:,, all ..s may be determmed by 
re,.olut10n of the county board, which resolution may prescnbe the 
manner and terms of redemption of a,ny bonds; v,·hich the board 
may elect to make redeemable The bonds shall be issued m coupon 
form, but may be regL-;terable as to pnnc1pal only, and shall be 
::.igned by the chamnan and attested by thf" clerk of the county 
board and shall bear the se-1 of the board. The interest coupons 
attached to the bond.-, shall be authenticated by the facstm1le s1g­
nc1ture of said o:ffic1-.ls The bonds shall be sold at public sale for 
not less than runety-five per cent {95;'r) of par value and accrued 
interest Pnor to sale they shall be advertu.ed for sale on sealed 
bids, which advertisement shall be published once a week for three 
(3) weeks, the first publication to be made at least twenty-one l21) 
ddys precedmg the date- fi..,ced for reception of bids, m a newspaper 
of general circulation published in Lee county The county bo:..rd 
may reJect any :..nd all bids If the bonds be not sold pursuant tu 
such advertisement::., they may be sold by the county board at 
pnvate sale w1thm sixty (60) days after the date advertised for 
the reception of sealed bids, but no such pnvate sale shall be 
made at a price less than the lughest bid which shall have been
received If not so sold, said bonds shall be readverhsed m the
m.urner herem prescribed 

Sechon 4 When any bonds have been issued pursuant to thi '> 
ad, there shall be levied and assessed annually, so long as any of 
said bonds or the interest thereon remain unpaid, a tax upon all 
tax.able property, not exempt by law, m Lee county, which tax 

1947 



CHAPTER 63-1552 LAWS OF FLORIDA 

shall be sufficient m amount to pay the interest on said bonds .ts it 
becomes due and the prmcipal thereof at maturity Such tax shall 
be levied, assessed and collected by the same officers and m the 
same manner as other county taxes «re levied, assessed and collect­
ed The county board may allocate to the funds authorized to be 
raised under the provISrnns of this section any other public funds 
not otherwise appropriated or allocated to other uses 

Section 5 Any persons, firms, org:rn12o1.hons, corporations or 
societies desmng to make dorui.hons of money, personal property 
or re.1.l estate for the benefit of such hospital shall have the nght 
to vest title to the money, persorui.1 property or real estate so 
donated m the county, to be used when accepted accord.mg to the 
terms of the deed, gilt, devise or bequest of '-UCh property, 

Section 6 The county board 1s hereby authorized to accept 
grants or loans of money from the federal government or the state, 
or wy authorized agency thereof, for the purpose of construction, 
unproving or ma.int.am.mg the public hospital authorized by this 
act. 

Section 7 The construction and oper.1.t10n of the hospit al and 
nursmg home provided for herem are hereby detennmed to be 
public and county purpose 

Section 8 In the event that it should become necessary to 
acqU1re any land for hospital purposes under the authority of tlus 
act by emment domain, the proceedings therefore shall be wstitut­
ed by the county board and prosecuted m the manner provided by 
general law. 

Section 9 The expenditure of all moneys collected or received 
for the purposes authorized by this act to be accomplished shall be 
subJect to the control and supervIS1on of the connty board W1thm 
thlrly (30) days after this act becomes a law, the county board 
shall set a date for a nonparbsan election by a vote of the elector­
ate of the county at large to elect the first board of hospital direc­
tors and said board shall consist of two (2) members from each of 
the five (5) county coillIIl..lss10ner d1str1cts, s.ard members shall be 
residents, registered voters and freeholders of the district from 
willch they are elected and represent. The members of the first 
board of hospital director,; from county connmssioner districts num-
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LAWS OF FWRIDA CHAPTER 63-1552 

ber:, one (1), three (3) ancl five (5) shall hold office until midrught, 
Dec.ember 31, 1964. and their successors who will have been elected 
at the general elect10n on « non-partisan basu., m November 1964 
shdll then take office January 1, 1965 The members of the first 
board of hospital directors from county conumss10ner districts num­
ben, t\\ o (2 i and four ( 4) shall hold office until m1drught, December 
31 1966 and their successors who will have been elected at the gen­
ercl elect10n m November 1966 on a nonpart1c.an basis shall then 
take uffic.e January 1, 1967 Thereaiter, each member of the board 
of hoc.pit.al directors will be elected at the generc1l election on a non­
parti::.an basis and his term shall run concurrently with that of the 
county connmss1oner's d1c.tr1ct that the member represent.<; 

Each candidate for elechon to the board of hospital directors 
shall pa) a quahfymg fee to the clerk of the circuit court m the 
amount of ten dollars ($10 00) to cover expenses of placmg the 
candidate's name on the ballot at each general election called for 
herem He shall quahfy with the said clerk at least forty-five (45) 
day, pnor to the said general election To quahfy, the candidate 
shall ;,1gn an oath that he 1<; a legal resident of the county comm1s­
s1uner's district of Lee county, m which he i.'> runmng for elect1.0n, 
that he JS a c1hzen of the United States, that he IS a duly quali­
fied elector lil the state, that he 1S a freeholder. that he has not 
v:olated any of the laws of the state relatmg to electors and to the 
registration of electors, that he IS seekmg election as a member of 
the board of hospital directors from whatever county comnuss10n­
er\ d1stnct he resides rn, that he has taken the oath as reqmred 
by �ectmn 876 05, Florida Statutes, although the sa.J.d candidate i.'> 
not considered a county or state officer and will receive no com­
pen<:atlon for his services as a member of the board of hospital 
d1H'Ltors 

Sed10n 10 Immediately after the elect10n of the first hospital 
board, the said board ;,hall meet for the purpo;,e of adoptmg recom­
mendations to the county board relatmg to the calling of a bond 
election as proV1ded for herem Such recommendations shall m­
clude the time for holdmg a bond election, the amount of bonds 
proposed to be issued, the period within which said bonds will 
mature and the interest rate on sa.J.d bonds After receivmg the 
recommendat10ns of the hospital board and g1vmg due considera­
t;on thereto, the county board shall call a bond election m the 
manner provided by law 
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CHAPTER 63-1553 LAWS OF FLORIDA 

Sectwn 11 Hospital board members shall receive no compen­
sation for services as membeN of such board and shall not be 
deemed to be county or public officer'>, but such board shall be a 
county agency for the admuustratmn and management of the 
hospital Each membe r of the hospital boa.rd, pnor to the passage 
of any bond iS,<,Ue provided for herein, shall execute a bond payable 
to the county m a sum fixed by the county board for the faithful 
performance of hrs duties 

Secb.on 12 The hospital board J.S authonzed to pay all expenses 
of the orgaruzatJ.On of the hospital board and all expenses neces­
sarily llll urred \Vlth the formation of such pub he.. county ho,;;p1tal 
and all other reasonable and necessary experu,es, mcludmg the 
feP'> and expenses of an attorney m the trall'oact10n of the bu,;mess 
of the said public county hospital, and m cE.l'cymg out and ac­
complishing the purposes of tlus act This �ectwn, however, shall 
not be construed to lurut or destroy any of the powers vested m 
said hospital board by any other sect10n or provb1on of this act 

Section 13 Realizing that factors other than profess10nal must 
enter mto the quahficatwn of those who are licensed to prclchce 
matena mechca, corrunonly known a,;; med1cme, and surgery m 
the state, the hospital board IS authonzed to make appomtments 
to the hospital staff, revoke appomtmcnts to the hospital stafl:, and 
grant pnv1leges to the stafI members so that the welfare and health 
of the patients and the best mterests of the hry;p1tal may at a11 
tunes be best served The hospital board 1s further empowered to 
set up rules and regulations for all pr ofessional and nonprofe�sional 
employees of the hospital, which terms �hall mclud� registered 
nurses on general duty or on pnvate duty attendmg patients, and 
all parties m the hospital either as employees or m any manner m 
attendance of patients 

Section 14 The public county ho::.p1tal established under this 
act shall be for the use and benefit of the residents of the county 
Such residents shall be adrrutted to the hospital and be entitled to

hospitahzabon, subJect, however, to the rules and regulations pre­
scribed by the hospital board, which ru.les and regulations are 
effective as of the date of adnnss10n of a patient to the hospital 
The hospital may care for and treat without charge those patients 
who are found by the hospital board to be mdigent The hospital 
board shall collect from patients financially able, such charges 
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LAWS OF FLORIDA CHAPTER 63-1552 

as the hospital board may from tune to tune establish The hos­
pital board may exclude from treatment and care any person hav­
ing a commurucable or cont..gious dLSease, where such disease may 
be a detriment to the be;.t mterests of the hospital or a source of 
contagion or mfect10n to the patients m its care, unless such ho.<,.­
p1tal has a separate bmldmg or ward for the treatment of t-uch 
pahenb. and can properly .md with safety to the other patients 
contam such commurucable or contag10us disease m �uch separate 
ward or bmldmg The hospital board may extend the pr1v1leges 
and use of the hospital to nonresidents of the county upon such 
tenns and cond1t10ns as said board may from trme to time by 1ts 
rule'> and reguhitions provide The hos.p1tal board 1s authonzed to 
accept moneys from the welfare funds available from other 
govermnent«l agl!nlies for payment of cost of trec1.tment and care 
of mdigent patients 

Sectwn 15 The hospital board shall make and adopt such by­
law!'., rules and regulations for 1ts ov,n gU1dance and for the govern­
ment of the hospital and its staff as may be deemed necessary or 
expedient for the economic and eqmtcJble conduct thereof, not m­
consistent with tlus act The hospital board shall elect from 1ts 
members a chru.nnan, vice-cha.um.an and a secretary and treas­
urer, or a secretary-treasurer The hospital board shall cause 
true and accurate mmutes and record.s to be kept of all busmess 
transa.cted by the board and shall keep full, true and complete books 
of account and records:, which rrunutes, records and books of ac­
count shall at all reasonable tunes be open and subJect to the m­
spechon of mhabitants of the county Any person desiring to do so 
may make or procure a copy of any mmutes, records or books of 
alcounts, or anJ JXl5ltl0ns filled, as he may de<.ire at ills expense 
All meetings of the hosprtal board shall be open to the gener.l.l 
public At least once a year the hospital board shall cause the fi­
nanual records and accoun� of the hospital to be audited by a 
certified pubhc accountant authorized to practice public account­
mg 1n the state 

Sectmn 16 Funds of the hospital board !'>hall be paid out onlv 
upon warrant signed by the .chairman of the board, or m� des1gnee 
or des1gnees, and no W.l.rrant shall be drawn or 1,;;sued agamst fund,;; 
of said board except for a purpo5e authonzed by tlus act No such 
warrant againo,t funds of said board shall be drawn or issued until 
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CHAPTER 63-155:? LAWS OF FLORIDA 

after the account or expenditure for which the same is to be given 
m payment has been ordered and approved by the hospital board 
All funds of the ho'>pital board <;hall he deposited m banks located 
within the county which are qualified to accept deposits of pubhc 
funds 

Sectwn 17 The hospital board shall make a report of 1b. re­
ceipts and disbursements to the county board annually, or at more 
frequent periods if reqmred by the c.ounty board, and shall also 
from trme to time subrrut to the county board recornmendat10ns­
for such improvements or repairs of hospital facillb.es as the hos­
pital board may deem necessary 

Secti.on 18 The hospital board is hereby authorized and em­
pov,:ered, m order to provide for and carry out the ·work of thJ.s 
act, to borrow money from time to time for periods of tune not 
exceed.mg one (1) year at any one tJme, and to issue the not" or 
notes of the hospital board therefor upon such terms and upon 
such rates of legal mterest -per annum as said board may deem 
adv1Sable, provided, however, that the aggregate amount of pnn­
c1pal of money so borrowed shall not, at any one time, exceed five 
per cent t5fc) of the gros.c, revenues realized by srud board through 
the operation of the hospital dunng the precedmg calendar :-i,ear 

Sect10n 19 The hospital board ma) lure or appomt a superm­
tendent, achrurustrator and such other employees and assistants 
a... may be deemed necessary for the efficient management and 
operation of the hospital 

Section 20 Nothmg contained m tlus .:.ct shall be construed as 
prevent.mg the issuance of bonds or other obhgatlons of Lee county 
for the purpose of acqUITmg or constructmg pubhc hospit....1; or 
butldmgs to be used m connection therewith under the authonty 
of any other law, it bemg mtended that the powers conferred 
by tlns act shall be cumulabve to, and not exclusive of, the pow­
ers vested m said county and its board of comnuss10ners b:1- the 
provisions of any other law. 

Secbon 21 It 1s declared to be the legislative mtent that 1f 
any sect10n., subsect10n, sentence, clause or proVIS10n of tlus •c-t 1s 
held mvahd, the remamder of the act shall not be affected 
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LAWS OF FLORIDA CHAPTER 63-1553 

Section 22 Tlus act shall take effect nnmediately upon be­
conung law 

Became a law without the Governor's approval. 

Filed m Office Secret..ry of State May 31, 1963. 

CHAPTER 63-1553 

HOUSE BILL NO 1841 

AN ACT relating to Lee county, amending section 3 of chapter 
27676, Laws of Florida, 1951, by adding to the duties and powers 
of the Fort Myers Beach fire control d.i:,tr1ct the authonty to give 
first «id, perform rescues, and borrow money, providing an effec­
tive date 

Be It Enacted by the Lt:gislature of the State of Florida 

Section 1 Se-ctron 3 of chapter 27676, Laws of Flonda, 1951, 1s 
.amended to read 

S!!eb.on 3 (1) Within ten (10) days after the quahficat10n of 
1ts members, the board shall meet and elect from its membersh.ip a 
challTllan or president, a secretary and a tre.isurer, provided•, how­
ever, the same member may be both secretary and treasurer 

(2) The board for and on behalf of the distnct 1s hereby :..u­
ihonzed and empowered to establish, eqmp, oper:..te, and mamtam 
..i. fire omd rescue department w1thm the di.stnct, to buy, lease, sell, 
exchange, or othervnse ccqU1re by gift or purchase, and to dispose 
of fire fight.mg, first ;ud, and rescue eqU1pment and other property, 
real, personal or rruxed, that 1t may from trme to time deem neces­
s.l.ry or needful to prevent .l.nd extmguISh fires, to render and give 
fust oud, to conduct and perform re,-cuc-s, and to perform other 
goverrunental services 

(3) The board, m order to carry out the above powers and 
duties. ::.hall h.i.ve the authonty and power to lure the necessary 
�rsonnel who shall serve ct the bo.rd's; pleasure 

(4) The board 1s authorized to borrow money upon such terms 
and conditions that 1t may deem proper from any bank.mg mshtu­
tion m the county and to pledge toward the repayment of same 
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House 1615· Relatini; to Lee Co./Health Care System 

H 1615 LOCAL BILL/lST ENG by C. Green (Similar S2786) 
Lee Co /Health Care system; codifies, revises, repeals, & reenacts 
provisions re public health care system, provides for said system in Lee 
Co to be named Lee Memorial Health System, provides for elected health 
care system board, & sets forth its duties & powers, provides for 
operation & maintenance of said public health care system; provides for 
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m any one (1) year, except as provided in chapter 191, Florida Statutes, 
chapter 97-340, Laws of Florida, or any other applicable general law or 
special law, as said laws may be amended from time to time In add1t10n, the 
d1stnct shall have such authority to levy non-ad valorem assessments and 
charge impact fees and user charges as prescribed m chapter 191, Florida 
Statutes, chapter 97-340, Laws of Florida, and any other applicable genPral 
law or special law, as said laws may be amended from time to time. 

Sectwn 7 Assessment and collect10n of taxes, assessments, impact fees, 
and user charges Taxes, assessments, impact fees, and user charges 
herein provided for shall be assessed and collected m the manner prescribed 
by applicable general law or special law, as said laws may be ame.D.ded from 
time to tim_� 

Section 4 Thi� act shall be construed as a remedial act and shall be 
liberally construed to promote the purpose for wluch it 15 mtcnded which 1s 
a cochficatton, reenactment, and repeal of the several lcgislativecnactments_ 
of the Tice Fire Protectwn and Rescue Service D1stnct. 

Sect10n 5 If any clause, section, or prov1s10n ofth1s act 1s declared uncon­
stitutional, unenforceable, or mvahd for any cause or reason, it shall be 
chmmated from tlus act and the remaimng portion of the act shall remain 
m full force and effect as 1f said unconstitutional, unenforceable, or invalid 
port10n had not been mcorporated herein 

Section 6. Except as specifically reenacted herem, chapters 76-410 79-
498, 81 414, 83-446, 83-454, 87-447, 88-545, and 93-396, Laws of Florida, as 
said laws relate to the Tice Fire Protection and Rescue Service District, are 
repealed 

Sect10n 7 In the event of a conflict of the prov1s10ns of this act with the 
provis10ns of any other art, the provtsions of this act shall control to the 
extent of _c<.,_u_cb -�onfhct 

Sect1rm 8 This act shall take effect upon becommg a law 

Approved by the Governor June 5, 2000 

Filed m Office Secretary of State June 5, 2000 

CHAPTER 2000-439 

House Bill No. 1615 

An act relating to Lee County; codifying chapters 63-1552 and 78-552, 
Lav..s ofFlonda, as amended, revismg said acts. as amended, repeal-
1ng pnor acts and reenacting portions thereof, prnv1dmg for a pubhc 
health care system in Lee County to be named Lee Memorial Health 
System; providing for an elected health care system board, and set­
ting forth its duties and powers, providing compensat10n of board 
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members, providing for the operation and mamtenance of said pub­
lic health care system, providmg for deposit and mvestment of cer­
tam funds, authorizing the issuance of bonds, providmg for execu­
tion and enforcement of hens, prov1dmg for the effect of confl1ctmg 
provisions, providing an effective datr•. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida 

Sectwn 1. Chapter 63-1552. Laws of Florida, and amendments thereto 
made by chapters 69-1235. 72-600. 81-420. 83-452. 83-454. 84-465. 87-438 
91-410. 92-269. and 98-528. Laws of Florida. and chapter 78-552. Laws of
Flonda, are hereby repealed Said pnor acts arc replaced m thctr entirety 
by this act This act shall constitute a cod1ficat10n as required by 5edwn 
189 429. Flonda Statutes It is declared to be the legISlahve mtent that if 
any sect10n, subsectrnn, sentence, clause, or provrnwn oftlus act 1s found to 
be mvahd. the remamder of the act shall nol be affected, and further. m 
order to assure the uninterrupted maintenance and operation of the pul)l!J;. 
health care system provided for herein, that any of the pnor acts set forth 
herem, or any port10n thereof, shall survive and be deemed reenacted to the 
extent necessary to replace any sect10n, subsectwn, sentence, clause, or 
prov1s10n of tlus act found to _b_g_lD.vahcl 

Section 2 The name of the pubhc health care system provided for by thi.:; 
act shall be Lee Memorial Health System. which is a public body. and the 
governmg body thereof shall be the Lee Memorial Health System Board of 
Directors 

Section 3 The operation and maintenance of the public health system, 
and the construct10n of health system faciht1es provided for in this act are 
declared to be a pubhc purpose 

Sectwn 4 The Lee MPmonal Health System Board of Directors, hPn.'m­
after called the system board. is hereby authorized to estabhsh and to pro­
vide for the operation and maintenance of a public health care system com 
prised of hosmtals, satellite hospitals: chn1cs, or other fac1hbes devoted to 
the provis10n of health care services intended to improve the physical. smn­
tual, emot10nal. or mental health of those persons uhhzing such services, or 
of services to prevent �1ckness, 1nmry

1 
or disease. mclud1ng those which are 

mtcnded to promote a healthful lifestyle, and such other facilities or services 
as the system board shall deem appropriate to provide a full range of health 
care services to the populatwn the pubhc health care system may serve The 
system board 1s authorized to construct and PQUID the necessary bmldmgE'.­
for the aforesaid purposes and to construct cxtens10ns, add1t10ns, and im­
provements thereto from time to hme, and to lease as lessee or lessor, or 
purchase or sell any land or any interest m land The system board is 
authorized and empowered to carry out its funct10ns directly or mdirectly 
through other companies 1t controls through 10mt ventures or partnershrns 
with other public or private organ1zat10ns. 

Section 5. In the event that it should b£'comc> necessary to acgmrc any 
Land for health system purposes under the authority of this act by eminent 
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domain, the proceedings therefor shall be instituted by the system board and 
prosecuted in the manner provided by general law. 

Section 6 (1) The Lee Memorial Health System Board of Directors 
shall consist often directors, comprised of two directors from each of the five 
county health system districts, the boundaries of which have been estab­
lished by resolut10n of the system board Said directors shall be residents 
and reg1Stered voters of Lee County Directors from the five county health 
system d1stncts shall be residents of the district from which they are elected 
and which they represent System board members shall be elected on a 
nonpartisan basis by a vote of the electorate of the county as a whole and 
shall serve staggered 4-ycar terms Members of the Hospital Board of Direc­
tors of Lee County holding office on the effective date of this act shall 
contmue to hold office for the terms to which they were elected or appomted. 
Thereafter, directors of the Lee Memorial Health System Board of Directors 
shall be elected at the general elect10n on a nm:.martisan basis for stagge_red 
4�year terms 

12) The five county health system districts provided for herein shall have
such boundaries as ext5t on the effective date of this act The system board 
may at any time, by resolut10n, make any change which 1t deems necessary 
m the boundaries of any or all of the five county health system districts after 
a pubhc heanng held by the system board. and the pubhcat10n of notice at 
least once m a newspaper pubhshed in Lee County 15 days prior to said 
pubhc hearmg; provided that such d1stncts shall be as nearly equal m 
populat10n as practicable, and provided further that no change that would 
affect the residence guahficat10ns of any mcumbent director shall disguahfy 
such mcumbent director dunng the term for which the director is elected 
Changes in district boundaries shall be shown by resolut10ns included 
w1thm the minutes of the system board D1stnct boundary changes shall be 
made only 1n odd-numbered years, 

131 Each candidate for elect10n to the system board shall pay a guahfymg 
foe and guahfy dunng the quahficat10n period as provided by general law. 
To qualify, each candidate shall sign an oath that he or she is a legal resident 
of Lee County, that he or she 1s a citizen of the Umted States. that he or she 
1s a duly qualified elector m the state, that he or she has not v10lated any 
of the laws of the state relating to electors and to the registrat10n of electors, 
that he or she is seeking elect10n as a director of the Lee Memorial Health 
System Board of Directors from the county hc>alth system district he or she 
resides m, and that he or she has taken the oath as regmred by section 
876 05, Flonda Statutes, although the said candidate 1s not considered a 
county or state officer The candidate shall sign an oath that he or she 1s a 
legal resident of the county health system d1<>tnct of Lee County 1n whi�_h 
he or she 1s runnmg for election 

( 41 Any vacancy m the office of director shall be filled as provided by law, 

Sect10n 7 The system board shall elect annually from its members a 
chair, vice-chau, secretary, and treasurer, who shall be the officers of the 
system board. The system board shall cause true and accurate minutes and 
records to be kept of all busmess transacted by the system board and �hall 
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keep full. true. and complete books of accounts and records. which mmutes. 
records. and books of account and the current lme item budget shall at all 
reasonable times be open and sub1ect to inspect10n and copying pursuant to 
the provisions of the constitution and laws of Florida All meetmgs of the 
system board shall be open to the general pubhc pursuant to general Im, 
At least once a year the system board shall cause the financial records and 
accounts of the health care system to be audited by a certified public 
accountant authorized to practice pubhc accounting 1n Flonda and a certi­
fied public account audit report to be prepared The audit. together with a 
copy of the health system's current annual budget. shall be filed annually 
with the Clerk of the Circmt Court of Lee County 

Sect10n 8 Lee Memorial Health System directors �hall recl'1Ve an annual 
compensatwn ofup to $10,000 for services as members of such board, 1fsuch 
compensation is approved by the board. On the first QJ!Y of each fiscal�1_r 
following the effective date of this act, the limit shall mcrease by an amount 
equal to the increase m the Com,umer Price Index during the prior fiscal 
year published by the United States Department of Labor D1rectors shall 
be reimbursed for travel pursuant to sect10n 112 0Gl, Florida Statutes, 3.� 

the same may be amended or recodtfied from time to time, and, m add1twn, 
shall be reimbursed for nulcage expenses and t raYel expenses incurred 1r1 

attending meetings of the Lee Memorial Health Syf-lem Uoard of Director':. 
or its comnnttees, notw1thstand1ng that the meetings are held m LeP 
County, Flonda The system board may adopt policws, procedures gurde­
lmes, and rules that it deems appropriate wluch will grant the system board 
members the same pnvdeges, benefits, and allowances that are provided to 
the Lee Memonal Health System medical staff and volunteers The system 
board may adopt a pohcy that perm1h, board mc"mbers to parhcmate in the 
health system's health insurance program for system employees, provided 
that the cost of such health insurance shall be paid bv the board member 
electing to part1crnate m such plan, said cost to he not less than that set for 
employees Each Lee Memorial Health System director shall post a bond a5 
regmred by general law for the faithful performance of his or her duties 

Section 9 The Lee Memorial Health System Board of Directors ,hall 
establish and authorize a medical staff to direct and control practitwners 
with pnv1leges to perform profess10nal services m the hos01tals and other 
facilities operated by the system board The system board may establish 
bylaws, rules, and regulat10ns govermng the orgamzatwn of such medic.al 
staffs, the appointment and reappointment of such ffi('d1cal staffs the d1sc1-
phmng or removal of medical staff members, the delineation of medical staff 
privileges, the professional duties of members oft he medical staffs and .such 
other matters as the system board may addrf:ss so that tlw health and well­
being of patients and the best interests of the hos01tal and other fac1hhes 
authonzed pursuant to this act may at all times be served The system board 
shall have the ultimate authority regarding the medical staffs m the Lee 
Memorial Health System 

Section 10. The Lee Memorial Health System Board of Directors shall 
have the authonty to operate and conduct the business of the pubhc health 
system, and consistent therewith. shall have the following powers 
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( 1) The system board 1s authonzed to pay all expenses of operat10n of the
Lee Memorial Health System and all other necessary expenses incurred, 
mcludmg the fees and expenses of attorneys retained by the system board 
or the chwf executive officer of the Lee Memorial Health System, in the 
transact10n of the business of the public health care system, and m carrying 
out and accomplishmg the purposes of this act 

(2) The Lee Memorial Health System may sue and be sued m the name
of Lee Memorial Health System, provided that in any smt. a change m 
personnel of the system board shall not abate the smt, which shall proceed 
a<:> 1f such change had not taken place In all suits against the Lee Memorial 
Health System, service of process shall be had on the chief executive officer 
of the hospital, or m h1s absence on any officer of the system board. 

(3) To the fullest extent permitted by the state law, the system board may
create, be a votmg member of, choose directors to serve on the boards of, be 
a partner m, or participate> m or control. any venture, corporation, partner­
shtp, or other orgamzatwn, pubhc or private, which the system board finds 
91ierat£_1:,_fm:_J_he pumi,es consistent with, and 1n furtherance of, the pur­
poRes and best mtPre<.ts of the Lee Mcmonal Health System. 

( 4) The system board may make, or authorize its chief executive officer
to make, contracts of all kmds, mcludmg, but not hm1ted to. the sale or 
purchase of real property and may enter mto leases of real and personal 
property nf any kmd or dcscnphon, either as lessor or lessee. 

(5) Thr system board 1s authorized to accept g1.fts, beguC'sts, grants, en­
dowments, and conveyancC's from any source, 

(6) The system board 15 authorized and empowered, m order to provide
for and cnrry out the work of this act, to borrow money from time to time 
and 111 anordancC' with the constitution and law, and to issue the notes or 
bonds of the Lee Memonal Health System upon such terms and upon such 
rates of mtercst as the system board may deem advisable, to the fullest 
extent permitted by general law. 

(7) ThC' system board may enter into any and all types of derivative
agreements as may be used by prudent borrowers, lenders, or mvestors, 
wluch arC' intf'nded to mmimize the risk of financial loss or maXIm1ze the 
financial return m connect10n with its bonds, notes, or investments, or for 
any other purpose 

(8) The system board may, or may authorize its chief executive officer to,
settle or compromise any claim, suit, or action brought against the Lee 
!\.lemon al Health System or any of its subsidiaries, or affiliated organiza­
twns, or any of its directors, officers, or employees when such claim, smt, or 
actwn anscs out of such directors', officers', or employees' acts or om1ss10ns 
1n the course of employment or the performance of official duties, consistent 
with the prons10ns of the Florida Waiver of Sovereign Immunity Act, as 
such act may bl' m effect at the time of such settleml'nt or compromise, This 
subsect10n shall not be construed as authonzmg or reguinng any settlement 
m excess of those hm1ts imposed by the foregomg general act 
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(9) The system board may take any other action consistent with the
efficient and effective operation of the public health care system provided for 
by this act. consistent with the constitut10n and laws of Flonda 

Sect10n 11. The pubhc health care system established under tlus act 
shall be primarily for the use and benefit of the residents of Lee County. but 
exists to provide health care services to all persons, mclud1ng nonresidents 
of Lee County, who may seek such services Persons seeking care may be 
admitted to Lee Memorial Health System hos01tals or treated at its other 
facilities sub1ect to the rules and regulat10ns adopted_l!y_Jhe system board 
The system board may establish policies providing for the treatment without 
charge of those patients who, after reasonable mqmry, are found by Lee 
Memorial Health System management to be without the means to pay The 
system board may, from hme to time, establish gmdelmes for the hosmt�J 
management m making such mgmry and determmations The Lee Memo­
nal Health System 1s authorized to collect from pattPnts who are founrl to 
have the means to pay, such charges a<, the _system board may, m its sole 
discretion. from time to time establish The Lee Memorial Health System 1s 
authorized to bill and receive payment from mc:;uran�.e compames, govern­
mental agencies, or other sources for treatment and lare of patients or for 
other purposes 

Sect10n 12. The Lee Memorial Health System Board of Directors may 
hire or appomt a chief executive officer, who .shall have the title of president 
The system board may make and adopt, or authorize the president to adopt 
such bylaws, rules, regulat10ns, gu1dehnes, or pohc1cs for its own gmdance 
and for the orgamzation, management, and operat10n of health care system 
facilities and semces as may be deemed necessary for the efficient and 
economic conduct thereof Sub1ect to the annual health system budget and 
policy established by the system board. the president shall have the author­
ity to see to the hiring or retention of such personnel as may be deemed 
necessary for thC' efficient management and operation of the public health 
care system and its subs1dianes and affiliated organ1zat10ns

1 
and to the 

firing or termmat10n of such personnel The president shall recommend the 
adoption of such general pohcies by thP system board as may be deemed 
necessary and appropriate for the day-to-day management and operat10n of 
the hosmtal and its other facilities, and the system board may authonze the 
president to see to the establishment of specific pohc1es, procedures, gmde­
lmeR, and rules regardmg such management and operat10n The system 
board may authorize and delegate the enforcement of all such pohc1es, proce­
dures, gmdelmes, and rules to the president, who may, m turn, authorize 
and delegate enforcement of the same to such assistants as the president 
may deem appropnate or necessary. The president may delegate to assis­
tants and subordinates the authority to manage the day-to-day operations 
of the pubhc health care system. cons1Stent w,th the president's authority 
as delegated by the system board pursuant to this sect10n 

Sect10n 13 Funds of the Lee Memonal Health System may be paid out 
only upon drafts, checks, or warrants signed by persons duly authorized by 
the system board to execute such instruments for purposes consistent with 
this act The system board may adopt rules for the payment of lesser sums 
m cash. and a petty cash fund or funds may be established for such purposl'! 
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with the maximum amount payable m cash in one transaction fixed by the 
system chief executive officer. All funds of the system board shall be depos­
ited m banks which are qualified under state law to accept deposits of public 
funds The system board may deposit or mvest its surplus funds in interest­
bearmg accounts. mstruments, or securities, to the fullest extent permitted 
rueneral law In addition. the system board may mvest its surplus funds 
as follows. 

(1) Without limitation in.

(a) Bonds. notes, or other obligations of the Umted States or those guar­
anteed by the Umted States or for which the credit of the United States is 
pledged for the payment of the pnncmal and mterest or dividends thereof. 

(b) State bonds pledgmg the full faith and credit of the state and revenue
bonds additionally secured by the full faith and credit of the state. 

(c) Bonds of the several counties or districts in the state containing a
pledge of the full faith and credit of the county or district involved 

(d) Savings accounts m, or certificates of deposit of, any bank, savings
bank, or savmgs and loan association incorporated under the laws of the 
Umted States domg busmess and situated in this state. the accounts of 
which are insured by the Federal Government or an agency thereof, 1n an 
amount that does not exceed 15 percent of the net worth of the institution. 
provided such savings accounts and certificates of deposit are secured 1n the 
manner prescribed in chapter 280, Florida Statutes 

(e) Obligations of the Federal Farm Credit Banks and obhgat10ns of the
Federal Home Loan Bank and its distnct banks 

ill.......Qbhgations of the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporat10n mclud­
!Ilg____Jll!Lhcrnat10n certificates 

(g) Obligations guaranteed by the Government Nat10nal Mortgage Asso­
ciation 

(h) Commerc1al paper ofpr1me quality of the highest letter and numeri­
cal ratmg as provided for by at least one nat10nally recogmzed rating service 

(1) Time drafts or bills of exchange drawn on and accepted by a commer­
cial bank, othenvise known as banker's acceptances, which are accepted by 
a member bank of the Federal Reserve System havmg total deposits of not 
less than $400 million. 

(1) Short-term obligat10ns not authonzed elsewhere m this section. to be
purchased md1vidually or 1n pooled accounts or other collective investment 
funds. for the purpose of providmg hgmdity to any fund or portfol10 

(k) Secuntles of, or other interest 1n1 any open-end or closed-end manage­
ment type mvestment company or investment trust registered under the 
Investment Company Act of 1940, 15 USC. ss 80a-1 et seq. as amended 
from time to time, provided that the portfolio of such investment company 
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or investment trust is hm1ted to obhgat10ns of the Umted States Govern­
ment or any agency or instrumentality thereof and to repurchase agree­
ments fully collaterahzed by such Umted States Government obhgat10ns 
and provided that such mvestment company or investment trust takes deliv­
ery of such collateral either directly or through an authorized custodian 

(2/ With no more than 25 percent of its funds m 

(a) Bonds, notes, or obligations of any mun1c10ahty or pohhcal subd1v1-
sion or any agency or authority of this state, 1f such obligations are rated in 
any one of the three hlghest ratmgs by two nat10nally recognized ratmg 
services However, if only one natwnally recognized rating service shall rate 
such obhgat10ns, then such rating service must have rated such obligations 
1n any one of the two highest classifications heretofore ment10ned. 

(b) Notes secured by first mortgages on Florida real property, msured or
guaranteed by the Federal Housmg Admimstratwn or the Umted Staks 
Department of Veterans Affairs 

(c) Mortgage pass-through certificates, meanmg certificates eVIdencmg
ownershrn of an undivided interest m pools of convent10nal mortgages on 
real property which 1s improved by a bu1ldmg or bmldmgs used for residen 
tial purposes for one to four families when: 

1 Such real property 1s located 1n this state, 

2. Such mortgages arc onginated by one or more banks or savmg� and
loan assoc1at10ns organized under the laws of this state, by nat10nal banks 
or federal savings and loan associat10ns havmg their pnncrnaI place of 
busmess m tlus state, or by a lender that IS approved by the Secretary of the 
United States Department of Housrng and Urban Development for the par­
ticrnation in any mortgage insurance program under the National Housmg 
Act and has its pnncrnal place of business in this state, or by any combm;;i­
.t.Wn therc_Qf. and 

3. Such mortgages are transferred or ass1g11('d to a corporate trustee
actmg for the benefit of the holders of such certificates 

(d) Obhgations of the Federal Nat10nal Mortgage Assocrnt10n

(e) Group annmty contracts of the pens10n mvestment type with msurert?_
licensed to do busmess m this state, except that amounts inveskd by the 
board with any one msurer shall not exceed 3 percent of its assets 

(0 Certain interest m real property and related personal propert..Y........!!l: 
eluding mortgages and related instruments on commercial or 1ndm,tnal real 
property, with prov1s10ns for egmty or mcome part1crnahon or with prov1-
s10ns for convertibility to eqmty ownershrn, and mterest in collective mvest­
ment funds. Associated expenditures for acqu1s1t10n and operat10n of assets 
purchased under this provis10n shall be mcluded as a part of the cost of the 
investment 

1. The title to real property acqmred under this paragraph shall be
vested in the name of the respective fund 
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2 For purposes of taxation of property owned by any fund, the provisions 
of sect10n 196.199(2)(b). Florida Statutes. do not apply. 

3. Real property acgmred under the provis10ns of this paragraph shall
not be considered state lands or pubhc lands and property as defined in 
chapter 253. Flonda Statutes. and the provISions of that chapter�o not 
apply to such real property 

(g) General obhgations backed by the full faith and credit of a formgn
government which has not defaulted on similar obligations for a minimum 
period of 25 years pnor to purchase of the obligat10n and has met ,ts pay­
ments of similar obhgat10ns when due 

<h) Obhgatrnns of agencies of the government of the Umted States. pro­
vided such obhgat10ns have been included in and authorized by the Florida 
Retirement System Total Fund Investment Plan established in section 
215.475. Florida Statutes. 

(i) U mted States dollar-denominated obhgat10ns by foreign govern­
ments, or political subdivisions or agencies thereof, or foreign corporations_ 
or foreign comn:iercial Cf1tJt.ies 

(3) With no more than 50 percent of its funds 1n common stock, preferred
stock, and interest-bearing obhgat10ns of a corporation havmg an opt10n_to 
convert into common 6tock, provided. 

(a) The corporation ,s organized under the laws of the United States. any
state or organized terntory of the United States. or the Distnct of Columbia. 

(b) The corporatwn 1s hsted on any one or more of the recogrnzed nat10nal
stock exchanges m the Umtcd States and conforms with the periodic report­
mg rcqmremcnts under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 

The system board shall not mvest more than 10 percent of the egmty assets 
of its funds m the common stock, preferred stock, and interest-bearing obli­
gations having an opt10n to convert into common stock, of any one issuing 
corporation, and the system board shall not invest more than 3 percent of 
the egmty assC'ts of any funds in such secunbes of any one issmng corpora­
twn e�gpt to the extent a higher percentage of the same issue is mcluded 
111 a nat10oally recognized market index, based on market values at least as 
broad as the Standard and Poor's Composite Index of 500 Compames. or 
except upon a .specific findmg by the system board that such higher percent­
age 1s 111 the best mtercst of the system board. The system board may o.nly 
sell listed opt10ns to reduce investment risks, to improve cash flow, or to 
provide alternative means for the purchase and sale of underlV1ng mvest­
ment secunhes Reversing transact10ns may be made to close out existing 
option posit1011.;; 

141 With no more than 80 percent of,ts funds. m interest-beanng obhga­
hons with fixed matunty of any corporation or commercial entity within the 
Umted States 
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For the purpose of determmmg the above investment hm1tat10ns, the value 
of bonds shall be the par value thereof. and the value of evidences of owner­
ship and interest-bearmg obhgat10ns having an optwn to convert to owner­
shm shall be the cost thereof Investments m any secunties authonzed by 
this sect10n may be under repurchase agreements or reverse repurchase 
agreements Investments made by the system board may be designated to 
max1m1ze the financial return to the fund consistent with the nsks mcum­
bent in each investment and shall be designed to preserve an appropriate 
d1vers1ficatwn of the portfolio. The system board 1s authonzed to buy and 
sell futures and opt10ns, provided the instruments for such purpose are 
traded on a secunties exchange or board of trade regulated by the Secunt1es 
and Exchange Comm1ss10n or the Commodity Futures Trading Comm1s510n, 
unless the system board by rule authonzes a different market The system 
board 1s authonzed to invest 1n domestic or foreign nat10nal pnncmal con� 
tracts 

Sectwn 14. For the purpose of providmg funds for any purpose that the 
system board may deem advisable, the system board 1s authorized to 1ssue 
revenue bonds of the Lee Memonal Health System pursuant to the constitu­
tion and laws of Florida, 1n such amounts as the system board m<!Y.....hy 
resolut10n estabhsh The prmctpal and interest on such bonds shall be paid 
from the revenues of the Lee Memonal Health System 

Sect10n 15 For the purpose of providing funds to be used 1n connQ.ct10n 
with the Lee Memorial Health System, 1ncludmg thP acgu1s1t10n of land or 
any interest 1n land, the system board, at its d1scret10n, 1s authorized to 
lSSue general obhgatrnn bonds 1n amounts necessary to pay the co�t thereof 
Said bonds shall be ISsucd only after their issuance shall have been an: 
proved by a mawrity of the votes cast at an election of the qualified elector':> 
residing in Lee County Notwithstandmg the pruvis10ns of any other law, the
elc>chon concernmg the issuance of bonds may be held on the same day as 
an election held 1n said county for any other purpose, whether �uch other 
election be a primary, general, or special elect10n The system board may 
submit the question of ISsmng bonds authorized by this ad at one election 
and others thereof at one or more subsequent electmns The ballots used at 
any such elect10n shall state the maximum amount of bonds proposed to be 
issued In the event that at any electwn the issuance of bonds under the 
authonty of this act should not be approved, or if any such election be invahcj_ 
or ineffective for any rea&on, the system board may call another electtun at 
any time for the same purpose Except as otherwise provJded hcrcm, JlD..Y 
election concernmg the 1&5uance of bonds as aforesaid shall be calk·d and 
held and the result thereof canvassed, declared, and recorded m the m,uL11f.I 
prescnbPd by chapter 100, Flonda Statutes 

Section 16. When any bonds have been issued pursuant to sect10n 15 
hereof, there shall be levied and assessed annually, so long as any of said 
bonds or the mterest thereon remain unpaid, an ad valorem tax upon all 
taxable property. not exempt by Jaw. m Lee County. which tax shall be 
sufficient in amount to pay the interest on said bonds as 1t becomes due and 
the princrnal thereof at maturity Such tax shall be levied. assessed. and 
collected by the same officers and in the same manner as other county ad 
yalorem _ taxes are levied, assessed, and collected 
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Sect10n 17 The bonds herem authonzed to be issued by this act may be 
issued and sold at one time or from time to time. and shall bear such date 
or dates. be in such denommation or denominat10ns. be payable at such 
place, bear interest at such fixed or vanable rate or rates, and bear such 
maturity dates as may be permitted by general law. with or without the 
nght of pnor redemptwn, all as may be determmed by resolution of the 
system board. which resolution may prescribe the manner and terms of 
redempt10n of any bonds which the system board may elect to make redeem· 
able The bonds may be ISsued m coupon form or non-coupon form, may be 
vahdated as permitted by law and shall bear the seal of the Lee Memorial 
Health System Neither the provisions of this sectrnn nor any other prov1s10n 
of this act shall impair, abate, suspend, or 1nvahdate any bond or other debt 
obhgatwn of the Hospital Board of Directors of Lee County issued pnor to 
fue effective date of this act. The Lee Memorial Health System Board of 
D1recton, sh.all, without interruptrnn, continue to have all duties and respon­
s1b1hties rf'gardmg such bonds or obhgat10ns as were had by the Hosmtal 
Board of Directors of Lee County. 

Sectwn 18 Lee Memorial Health System shall be entitled to a hen for all 
reasonable charges for hosmtal, phys1c1an, and other he.11th care services 
provided by the Lee Memorial Health System to ill or 1mured persons, upon 
the procc•cds of all causes of act10n, suits, claims, counterclaims, and de­
mands ac_rrumg to said persons or to their legal representatives, and upon 
all rndgmcnts, settlements, and settlement agreements rendered or enkred 
into by virtue thereof, on account of mjunes givmg rise to such causes of 
actwn �111ts, chums, counterclaims, demands, mdg:ments, settkn_1enb

,.
____m: 

settlement agreC'ments, which injuries shall have necessitated such hosm­
tal, phys1c1an, and other.: services provided to such ill or imured persons Lee 
Memorial Health System shall perfect and be entitled to enforce such hen 
as follows 

( 1) In order t9 perfect the hen proVIded for herem, the Lee Memonal
Health System cl11ef exet.utive officer or an employee or employees of the Lee 
Memortal Health System authonzed by the chief executive officer shall, 
before or ,., 1thm 10 days after such Ill or 1mured person shall have been 
discharged from a Lee Memorial Health System hosmtal. file m the office 
of the I.Re County Clerk of C1rcu1t Court a venfied written notice of hen 
settmg forth the name and address of the 111 or injured person as they may 
appear m_the rec_ords of said health system hosmtal, the name and locat10n 
of said ho"wital, the name and address of the employee or other authonzcd 
person prepanng the notice of hen, the date of adm1ss10n to said hosmtal and 
the date of discharge from said hosmtal. the amount claimed to be due for 
hospital, physician, and other services provided, and to thC' best knowledge 
of the pC'rson prc-panng the notice of hen, the names and addresses of all 
persons, firms, or corporat10ns who may be claimed by such ill or 1mured 
person or by the legal representative of such person, to be hable on account 
of such illness or mmries When the notice of hen 1s filed, a copy thereof shall 
be sent by Umtcd States Postal Service to the ill or mmred person, to said 
person's clttorney, 1fknown, and to all persons, firms, or corporations named 
m such nol!ce of hen The filmg and maihng of the notice of hen m accord· 
ance w1th tlus 8cct10n shall be notice thereof to all persons, firms, or corpora­
tions who may br habit> on account of such illness or injuries, and to any 
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other persons, firms, or corporat10ns that may have an mterest in the afore­
said causes of act10n, smts, claims, counterclaims, demands, mdgments, 
settlements, or settlement agreements, whether or not they arc named Ill 
the notice of lien, and whether or not a copy of the notice of hen shall have 
been received by them 

(2) The Lee County Clerk of Circuit Court shall endorse on the written
notice of hen the date and hour of filing and shall record said notice of I 1cn 
in the Official Records of Lee County The Clerk of Circuit Court shall be 
entitled to a fee from the Lee Memorial Health System for filmg and record� 
1ng the notice of hen that shall be the same fee as provided by general _la\\ 
for the fihng and recording of other instruments. 

(3) No release or satisfaction of any cause ofachon, smt, claun, counter­
claim, demand, judgment, settlement, or settlement agreement shall b� 
vahd or effectual as agamst the hen of Lee Memorial Health System unless 
the henholder shall )Otn therein or execute a release of its hen pnor to the 
payment of any proceeds thereof Any acceptance of a release ur sat1sfactwn 
of any cause of action, suit, claim, counterclaim, demand, mdgment, settle­
ment, or settlement agreement m the absence of a release or satio:;;fachon�_of 
the hen of Lee Memorial Health System shall pnma facw constitute an 
impairment of such lien and the henholder shall be entitled to a cause of 
actwn for damages agamst any and all persons, firms, or corporations fil\'mg 
or accept-mg such release or sabsfact10n, or paVlng or accepting the' pron'l'd� 
from the same In such action, Lee Memonal Health Sy<;,tcm may recover tlw 
full amount of its charges for such hosmtal, physician, or other lwalth c,1n' 
services: regardless of the amount of proceeds paid or received m imrn1Lr..:: 
ment of its lien Satisfaction of a mdgment rendered m favor of L<'e Memo­
nal Health System in such action shall operate as a sattsfactwn of the hen_ 
The action by the henholder shall be brought m the court m Lee County 
haVIng 1unsd1ction of the amount of the henholder's claim If Lee Memonal 
Health System shall prevail in such action, it shall be entitled to recover 
from the defendant or defendants, m additwn to costs otherwise allowa_ble 
by law, all reasonable attorney fees and expenses. 

(4) No person shall be entitled to recover or receive damages based on th,•
expense ofhosmtal, physician, or other health care services provided by Lel' 
Memorial Health System unless that person shall affirmatively show that 
Lee Memorial Health System's charges have been paid Pro\'Ided, howe\ t'r� 
that in any action, suit, or counterclaim brought on account 9_f illnes�.!r 
1mury, the plaintiff or counterclaimant may include a" _an item of <lamagl·t, 
the expense of such hospital, physician, or other health care services pro 
v1ded by Lee Memonal Health System. 1fpnor to trial he or she shall hav,• 
notified Lee Memonal Health System in writmg of the pendency of smh 
act10n, suit, or counterclaim, whereupon the henholder shall havf' the right, 
without leave of court, to intervene in the case and prove the amount of 1t<:. 
charges for such hospital, physician, or other health care services Any 
Judgment rendered 1n favor of the plamtiff or counterdaimant shall prondl' 
that the amount proved by the henholder to be due shall be ded'1cted fn;n1 
the damages awarded and paid to the Lee Memorial Health System. 

(5) The provisions of this section shall not be appln,able to accidents or
injuries withm the purview of the workers' compensat10n laws of Floncla 
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Section 19 In the event of a conflict of the provisions of this act with the 
provisions of any other act, the provisions of this act shall control to the 
extent of such conflict 

Section 20 This act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 

Approved by the Governor June 7, 2000. 

Filed m Office Secretary of State June 7, 2000. 

CHAPTER 2000-440 

House Bill No. 1627 

An act relating to Hillsborough County, repealing the reqmrements 
for completmg performance audits of certain entities; repcahng 
chapters 94-412, 96-516, and 98-482, Laws ofFlonda. relating to the 
Hillsborough County Aviation Authority, repeahng sect10n 20 of 
chapter 96-519 and chapter 98-481, Laws of Florida, relating to the 
Hillsborough County Civil Service Board; repealing chapters 94-405 
and 96-513, Laws of Florida, relating to the Hillsborough County 
Environmental Protection Commission, repealing section 10 of chap• 
ter 96-449 and chapter 98-4 79, Laws of Flonda, relating to the Hills­
borough County Hospital Authority, repeahng sect10n 7 of chapter 
97-351 and chapter 98-480, Laws of Flonda, relating to the Hills­
borough County City-County Planning Commiss10n, repeahng sec­
tion 27 of chapter 95-488 and chapters 96-518 and 98-478, Laws of
Florida, relatmg to the Tampa Port Authority, repealing chapters
94-408. 96-515, and 98-477, Laws of Flonda, relating to the Hills­
borough County Public Transportation Commission; repeahng only
sections 13A, 13B. and 13C of chapter 96-520, Laws of Florida, and
chapter 98-476, Laws of Florida, relatmg to the Tampa Sports Au­
thority, repeahng chapter 99-4 76, Laws of Florida, relatmg to the
complc-tton dates of the performance audits; providing an effective
date

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Flonda 

Section 1 Chapters 94-405, 94-408, 94-412, 96-513, 96-515, 96-516, 96-
518, 98-476, 98-477, 98-478, 98-479, 98-480, 98-481, 98-482, and 99-476, 
Laws of Florida, sect10n 27 of chapter 95-488, section 10 of chapter 96-449. 
and section 20 of chapter 96-519, Laws of Florida. only sections 13A, 13B, 
and 13C of chapter 96-520. Laws ofFlonda, and sect10n 7 of chapter 97-351, 
Laws of Flonda, are repealed. 

Section 2 Tlus act shall take effect upon becoming a law 

Approved by the Governor June 7, 2000 

Filed m Office Secretary of State June 7, 2000. 
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House Committee on Community Affairs 

2000 ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

House policy requires that economic Impact statements for local bills be prepared at the LOCAL LEVEL. This form 
should be used for such purposes. It is the policy of the House Community Affairs Committee that no b/11 will be 
considered by the Committee without an original Economic Impact Statement. This form must be completed 
whether or not there ls an economic impact If possible, this form must accompany the bl/I when filed with the 
Clerk for Introduction. In the alternative, please submit it to the House Community Affairs Committee as soon as 
possible after the bill is filed. 

BILL#: W11s-
SPONSOR(S): C <3::C «D 
RELATING TO: Hospit�l Board of Directors of Lee County 

jlndical■ ,._.,._ Al'f.ctlJ<I (Cty County, Spacial D1illK:I) .... Subj«tj 

I. ESTIMATED COST OF ADMINISTRATION, IMPLEMENTATION, AND ENFORCEMENT:
FY 00-01 FY 01-02

Expenditures:

No additional costs will be incurred. 

II. ANTICIPATED SOURCE(S) OF FUNDING:
FY 00-01 

Federal:

State:

Local: Fees from provision of services 

Ill. ANTICIPATED NEW, INCREASED, OR DECREASED REVENUES: 
FY 00-01 

Revenues: 

Not applicable. 

FY 01-02 

FY 01-02 

IV. ESTIMATED ECONOMIC IMPACT ON INDIVIDUALS, BUSINESS, OR GOVERNMENTS:

Advantages:

More efficient operation of the Lee Memorial Health System. 

Economic impact is not quantifiable. 

Disadvantages: 

No economic disadvantage known at this time. 



Economic Impact Statement 
PAGE2 

V. ESTIMATED IMPACT UPON COMPETITION AND THE OPEN MARKET FOR
EMPLOYMENT:

None 

VI. DATA AND METHOD USED IN MAKING ESTIMATES (INCLUDE SOURCE[S) OF
DATA):

Not applicable. 

PREPARED BY: /'Ck@y.._.s:; -G:'/·00
[Must be signed by Preparer] Date 
Robert C. Mccurdy 

System Vice President, 
TITLE: Legal Services and Risk Management 

Hospital Board of Directors of Lee County 
REPRESENTING:d/b/a Lee Memorial Health System

PHONE: ( 941 \ 334-5382



BILL#: 
SPONSOR(S)· 
RELATING TO: 

House Committee on Community Affairs 

2000 LOCAL BILL CERTIFICATION 

t6c4%� 
lee Cx:u..ob-/ : I CC Nt:r-n D c 10:, I

�>J It� ll':f h�

\:ko, t-+h ??A/sh;n
tinaica1e Area Anec1ea lLlty, County, Special District) and Subject] 

NAME OF DELEGATION: ____,U::C==-___,C_;u"--'--'-\ -=Uli..l..l?'f-4----------------­
CONTACT PERSON: dca i *enstvii 
SUNCOM or PHONE#: 4--&s:-c9 Q4: 'l

I. House policy reqwres that, before the House Committee on Community Affairs considers a local bill, three thmgs
must occur /1) The members of the local leg1slat1ve delegation must certify that the bill's purpose cannot be
accomp/Jshed at the local level; (2) a pub/Jc lieanng must be held m the area affected and (3)_ at or after the
hearmg, the bill must be approved by the leg1slat1ve delegation Local bills will not be considered by the
Committee without a completed, originar Local 811/ Certification Form.

Does the delegation certify that the purpose of the bill cannot be accomplished locally?
YES [i.}-' NO [ ]

Has a public hearing been held? YES [--1 NO [ J

Date hearing held: N Dy'. ID .193,q
Location: F+ t:A'-{ef'S, I c-"C C:011/lhf Co1&r:\-::hDLl$e,

Was this bill formally approved by a majority of the de�egation members? 
YES [ J NO [ ] UNIT RULE [ ] UNANIMOUS [VJ 

11 Article Ill, Seclion 10, of the State Const,tut1on prohibits passage of any special act unless the bill has been 
advertised m advance (as provided ms 11 02, F S) or 1s cond1t10ned to take effect only upon approval by 
referendum vote of the electors m the area affected 

Has this Constitutional requirement been met? 

Notice published: YES [ �NO [ ] 

Referendum in lieu of publication: YES [ J NO [ J 
111. Article VII, Seclion 9(b), of the State Const1tut1on prohibits passage of any bill creatmg a special taxmg dIstnct, or

changmg the authonzed millage rate for an ex1stmg special taxmg d1str1cf, unless the bill sub1ects the laxmg
provIsIon to approval by referendum vote of the electors in the area affected

Has this constitutional requirement been met?
YES [ ] NO [ ] NOT APPLICABLE [ ] 

IV. House policy requires that economic impact statements for local bills be prepared at the local level

Will there be any costs or economic benefits associated with this bill?
YES ['1" NO [ ] 

Please complete the Economic Impact Statement form provided by the House 
Committee on Community Affairs whether or not there is an economic impact. It is the 
policy of the Committee that no bill will be considered without an original Economic 
Impact Statement. If possible, this form must accompany the bill when filed with the 
Clerk. In the alternative, please submit the form to the House Community Affairs 
Committee as soon asy:isible �';, bill i�. 

�� �oc 
Delegation Chair's Signature (Only) Date 
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Kieanna fu!nn 
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2000 BILL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT Sl\ATE1,,1EN7 1

HEALTHCARE LICENSING l REGULATION

BILL#: 
RELATING TO: 
SPONSOR(S): 
COMPANION BILLS: 

REVIEWER NAME & DEPARTMENT: 

CONTACT NUMBER: 

COORDINATED WITH: 
(NAME & DEPARTMENT) 

HB 1615 
Lee County 
Representative C. Green 

Kim A. Kellum, Office of the 
General Counsel 
922-0583
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I 

DATE:� 
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AGENCY FOR HEAL TH CARE ADMINISTRATION 

2000 PARAGRAPH SUMMARY BILL ANALYSIS 

BILL#: HB 1615 

R_ELATEDTO: Lee County 

SPONSORIS) Representative C. Green 

COMP�!\llON BILL: 

REYlEWER NAME & DEPARTMENT: Kim A. Kellum, Assistant General Counsel 

CONTACT_NUMBER: 

COORDIN�E;D_ WIT!-l: 

I. SUMMARY:

922-0583/SC292-0583

This bill repeals Chapter 63-1552, Laws of Florida, and the amendments made thereto. 
This act replaces the above-referenced acts in their entirety, and it constitutes a 
codification as required by Section 189.429, Florida Statutes. The above-referenced bill 
provides for the public health care system in Lee County to be named Lee Memorial 
Health System. It sets forth the organizational structure of the system and outlines the 
duties, powers, and responsibilities of the elected board. It further provides for the 
operation and maintenance of the system. Also, it provides for the investment of funds 
and the authority to enforce liens. In reference to the authority to enforce liens, Section 
18 of the bill grants Lee Memorial Health System a lien for services it has provided 
against the proceeds of all cause of actions, suits, etc. and settlement agreements 
entered into as a result of injuries giving rise to causes of action, suits, etc. or 
settlements which necessitated the services. It should be noted that pursuant to 
Section 409.910, Florida Statutes, Medicaid has a first and superior lien. Medicaid is to 
be repaid in full from, and to the extent of, any third party benefits, regardless of whether 
a recipient is made whole or other creditors paid. It should be further noted that if a 
Medicaid provider accepts Medicaid payment for a service, it is considered payment in 
full. The provider is prohibited from collecting an additional amount for that service from 
the recipient. 

II. FISCAL COMMENTS:

There is no apparent fiscal impact on the Agency. 



House of Representatives 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION RECORD 

Committee on Health Care Licensing & RegulaUQn 

Marc_h 30 2Q_00 

I "I 314°1 

Date of Meeting 

Time 1.30 pm 

Place 17 J::i0l3 

FINAL ACTION: 

BILL NO. __,H__,,B"'-'.'16,,._1"'5'-----------­
X__ Favorable 

-=- Recommends Closed 
X Unanimous Favorable 

___ Favorable with ----�Amendments 
Favorable with Committee Substitute 

___ Unfavorable 

VOTE: 

YEA UEMBER NAY 
11--- :_ A..+h,,r 
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Total IF nnESENT ME"BER wrn 1LD HAVF VOTED· Yeas 

YEA 

,_ 

12 

APPEARANCE RECORD 

MEMRER 

/ 

Chair 

The following persons (other than legislators) appeared before the committee during the cons1derat1on of this bill. 

� 
Pete Doragh 
Oebbre Zappr-Henley 

Representmg 
Lee Memorial Hosrntal 
Academy of Ronda T nal Lawyers 

Note: Please indicate by an "X" any State 
employee appearing at the request of the Chair. 
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Tallahassee FL 
T aHahassee FL 
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Address 

NAY 

� 

votffrp 


	Session Law 00-439
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1719500449.pdf.wYzhL

