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Sevb ?00 Oepartments have limited responsibilities in setting standards or 
inspec, Q 'ies for specific areas. These departments include: The Department of 
Health, l ',; -=nvironmental Health Programs; The Department of Agriculture and 
Consume1 °'<!'

_,, 
·. Division of Food Safety; the Department of Environmental 

Protection, t � • Service Commission; and the Department of Children and 
Families. � .,-- u. -2 O 7 i, 5-f-

� r 3,�, 
Governor's Bui I, . ,g Codes Study Commission 5""t;;. 5 

On July 31, 1996, the Governor issued an Executive Order establishing the Governor's 
Building Codes Study Commission (BCSC). The Commission was charged to 
"evaluate the current effectiveness of, and through general consensus among the 
Commission members, recommend any necessary steps to reform the Florida building 
code system." The Commission was to "look at the overall inventory of building codes 
and standards controlling the quality of Florida's build environment, the adm1nistrat1on of 
these codes and standards, and issues relating to code compliance." 

The Commission issued a report and reported their findings to the Governor In 
December, 1997 

B. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES:

House Bill 4181 authorizes the adoption and subsequent updates of a statewide unified
building code to be called the Florida Building Code. In addition, the bill re-constitutes
the Board of Building Codes and Standards as the Florida Building Commission

Upon initial adoption, the Florida Building Code is deemed adopted by all local
jurisdictions. Local governments may adopt more stringent requirements to the code
subject to some restrictions.

A statewide product evaluation system shall be developed and administered by the
Florida Building Commission. Furthermore, a building code training program shall be
developed related to the Florida Building Code This program will become part of
current continuing education requirements for occupations related to construction and
construction regulation.

The bill provides for dIsc1plinary consequences related to material code v1olat1ons for
state-certified and registered contractors. In addition, the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation is required to implement an automated information system
which tracks disciplinary actions taken against construction-related occupations on a
state-wide basis.

The bill creates continuing education requirements for registered engineers and
registered landscape architects.

The bill provides for journeyman reciprocity for state-certified plumbers, pipef1tters,
HVAC trades and electricians In local Jurisdictions

The bill conforms the powers of the Department of Insurance and the Office of the State
Fire Marshal with the re-constituted powers of the Florida Building Commission. Similar

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 6/97) 
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Tom Lewis Jr. 
CommLo;;sion Ch.urman 

HE F0LL0\'ONG FOUNDATIONS A.J\TD 
REC0I1Li\IENDATI01\JS Jre the product of 1() months of exhaustive study, 
hearings, panels and debates by this Crnnffilssion They represent input from 
all key stakeholders in Flonda's Buildmg Codes System and a consensus on 
what 1s appropnJte for a major over:ill refonn of all facets of that System -
the Family of Codes, the strengthened Administration ,md Enforcement of 
the Codes and enhanced Compliance wtth the Codes through Education, 
Traming Jnd Discipline. 

The Comm1oston heheves that to be effective. a Building Code, System 
must not only address the issues pre,ented hy too nuny codes and inade
quate and inconsistent administration and enforcement of those code,. but 
must also address the isoues of weak and inadequate compliance with those 
codes resultmg from a need for more education, training and disnpline 
,vithin ,,ll categories uf code users about the codes and the Codes Sy,tem 

As a re,ult of its study and deliheutions, the Comnussion found that the 
current Building Codes System is meffective and that the problems with 
Flonda's current Sy,tem are caused by weaknesses in all these facets, As 
such, the Commission's recommended reform package is appropriatelv a 
comprehensive approach, and it needs to be taken as a whole No one 
ma1or piece can or should stand alone, The consensus that \\'JS built within 
the Conunission Nlembership and with numerous other stakeholders, \\'as 
based upon a collegial process of compromise and the understanding th::it 
all the m::ijor areas of reform would remain connected. 

Therefore. it is the Commbsion·s request ::ind initi::il recommendation that 
the Governor ::incl Legislature consider these Foundations and 
Recommend::ition, m light of the m-er:ill, comprehensive and connected 
context in which they were developed ::incl ::idoptec!. 

�v 
Tom Lev\is,Jr. FAfA 
Chainnan 



EXECl'TI\'E SU:v!'v1ARY 

l"l'ORICALLY, 
REGl'LATION 
Or FlORITlA S 
BULT 
EN\ 1RO\?.IJ:\'T, 

mcludmg t1""1e-p•,o•n"'i•u""lgJtlt Jn ( l codes 
311J :iwnd.mi.;; \\:ls the s11le resrCins1-
hilirv of locJ] 1unsd1ct1on, In the 
eJr!\ se,ern1es, ho'C\e\W, the ,rne ot 
Flond:i began to re,ogruze tlw 
unportJ.nLe of regulJtmg J.s J whole 
Jnd on J StJtewtde bJsts the wav m 
whKh the \!ate 1s develupeJ To tlut 
end, the FlundJ Legi,bture enaued 
sue h laws JS the Ennn mmenldl Land 
dnd Water MJmgement A,1 of l'F2, 
tl1e Honda J-Iousmg PLlllllmg Act of 
1 <T' 3 ThennJI Eff1c1encv StandJrds m 
J stJtew1d,· energy lOde Jnd m 197�. 
fnr the first tune, Jn Ad esubhshmg 
Chdpter S\i of the Flond:i ,utute,, 
Bu1ldmg C( 1rntruct1nn Stand.trd .... ," 

,ettmg forth tl1e State M1lllllmm 
Butldmg Codes Jpproved for use m 
r!ondJ 

Smee the m1d-seYent1es huV1re\-er 
the ns10n ot ':itttt:w1dt· i....ornt,tency 
Jnd predK tahtl1ty m bwldmg cm
struct1on standarJs hJs been 1mpaued 
hecause of focus on home rule pm\
ers, coupled with the ecc,num1c 
boom ol the 1980s The s1sreni's 
cvc,]uDon has Jett the State with the 
responsibility of sehtmg Jnd Jdopt-

Ho 

NL• ant· re,1/lv knm.1.•1 flnu.• manv dil

ft>rl!Ut tnmJing c:,-,dcs :hae 1 .. m-' :n f:l,1�i1.l 
&t."1' !ncal 11-msdictzon essrn11-ullv creates 
rh,�r,..JI.I. r: c-cJes •J,n,:;g}, the cu.ioptmn 11men1.l-

mg the Jllo""' .ihle rrurumum lodes fnr 
Flond,t. but w1tl1 no 1e,pon,1btl1ty 
for the adnllillstratton Jnd enJorce
ment ot those cnde:-- - tho:-;e func
tion:::. are left solely to the d1suct100 
of kw! govtrnmenb, mcludmg 
loul -,chuol ho:mls, .mJ :-it:ite agen-
<. lt'S with building lode 1egul.J.t1on 
respom1btlmes As J result ot tlus 
locJ! d1..,CfL't1nn, tod.ff's ::,y\tcm" 1:::. J 
patchv,ork nf cndes ond reguLrnon, 
de,elop,·d, ,unended adrrurnstered 
.md enJorced d1fferenth· bv mc,re 
than 100 h )l.11 1ur1.S<l1Ct1nn,,;;, and stJte 
,1genc1cs "1th buildmg code regula
tion re,pomihtl1tie, 

The· refonn of pieces of Flonda s 
Bu1ldmg Cndes ,System h.i,, heen ,m 
15-,ue fur\ Jnuus elements \\-tthm the 
comtmctton mdustJY for the LLSt !Ci 
yeJr� or more JS ev1denL·ed by J 

!'J8� ,1e.1demK srudv perfonned bv 
FloodJ A & M Urnvers1tv on behJ!t of 
the FlllndJ Department of 
Commurntv Affairs on the \1Jb1htv of 
1 :>tatew 1de Butldmg Code I ThJt 
srudv wa, wnduded m 1 �l)6 anJ 
ti ,und tlut, m !Jct, .1 StJtemde 
Butldmg CoJe was Jpp1opnate to, 
FlunJ,11 In 1Jd1t1on to thJt academic 
study, die Flonda Leg1sL1ru1e h.15 
dealt with issue, such Js education 
.md h(ensmg of building m<:,pectllrs 
pl.ms re,·,e" e1 s, hutldmg nff1c1als, 

Jnd LOntr.ictor'I, 1oume\'mJn 
requirerne-nts on the Jt )h---t--1te, 

,peculty !tcensmg and the 
graJmg of butldmg depJrt
mems b,LSed upon the 
dfectivene�� nf the 
departments Jdn=trJ
llon Jnd enlor,ement of 
the }�rnmurn Butldmg 
Codes 

ment lln.J mwrpretutwn pro.._-1::'S.St:5 The rem!t is ,1 rn.a::e 
ry C( mjlk·tmg a1ui co11J!-ismiz bwlamg t.(,ilc--:,., making 
tjje1.tv. e t:1ljurcc>1nent and o ,mplumce prauu al{v 
1mpnss1b1e 

Today's "system"

is a patchwork of 
codes and regulations 
developed, amended, 
administered and 

enforced differently by 
more lhan 400 local 
jurisdictions and state 
agencies wilh building 

code responsibilities. 

I11eciifr';n{hwll.tmg 
, L-..ie, i1'.1tem pli.JL.;:s (1 

-

h,.mL,h1p un illl :flcse 
t11gtiged m the: hu1!.dmg 
tr.1Je tl'ho m:t.St de1.Jl u1th 
ciitJt:'rnlle,, m hu1!Jmg 
cnd,2, m tact, 11msdu_t1nn 
:-hul uS r.:1..t?11t natural dt\
aster; hait sb,,u•n, tbe 
current si�tem m.,1ke.:i 
1.,,1mp!ianc t' ,md t'1&'- 1rt o -
ml!nt a nu�11 ,r pnihkm 





TWAS NO[ lc\l!L 
FUJR!DA FNDT'RED 
BACK-TU-BACK 
:\ATITR.\L 

- m�Ao TFR, -
HumcJne Andrew m Augu ,r, l '�l 2 
the "StDrm ot the Century m /v!Jrch 
1003, TropicJl Stemm Alberto Jnd 
Bervl m the ,ummer 1 ')9-i and 
HumCJne, Erm Jnd OpJI durmg the 
109S HumClnL' SeJson - that tlie 
1s.<..ue hJ,-; t.1ken on J. stltL'� 1de -.,1grn.h
Gl0Le fur not unly the L'f1J1::,,trud1on 
mdusm, but tor all of th, ,takeh, ,ld
ers m the Buildmg Code, �vstem, 
mdu<lmg loc:tl govemnwnts, the 
bankmg and 1eal estJte mdustnes the 
msurance mdustry, labor unions, st.He 
agenue", manutJ.cturers J.nd, prob,l
blv the most affected group, the c1t1-
zenf) uf H,nd.1 

\Vhile i.t b furtunate rh .. u these 
storms set no records with respect to 
lo:,,, of life, they tp,utJ, ulJri\ An<lre" I 

did bre.lk all reco,ds fur msurcd lnss
e,, and 'v.ere the drreLt LdUSe tif 
FlomL s msur.1n1._'l_' Ln:-.1�, which hJ':
e%entully .ifft'cte<l t'\.t'l)' homeowner 
m the �t.3.te Sur_pnsmgly 11 was; not 
wt·Jk.nes..,e:-. m the coJe:::, them.,-..dve'i 
th.lt contnbuted to the C'-1eml\"e 
storm damage, but the IJiiure to com
ply with J11d enforce tod.11 s complex 
Jnd confusmg ,ystem of multiple 
codes ,rnd Jdm1111stntl\ e pmc_esscs 

i\lorcrn er, the uJmpk·x .mJ umfu-s
mµ ,;;v;-,tem maJe 1t d1.tf.11.::ult 1f nt it 
1mrus:,1hle to mnh1hze p!Jns renew
er, huildmg mspeLtors and bu1!Je" 
trorn .uuunJ the )tare to m1med1,tte
lv mm e m and provide re-huilcl ser
vice-, tv d1sJ:,k'r-:·,trnlk ..ueJ-i, there
by exacerhatmg the phvo1cal J11d 
euJnomic c:L.m1Jge.., \nought h\ the 
storms TI1e re-bui!J effun ,ufftred 
,1-., J. rL·::.,,ult of the lJck nf this mntuJI 
.11d FmJlh-, these ..,turm C'\'ent.:; 
demon-:-tuteJ th.1t J pwLe:-is whll h 
histoncaUy bad been handled 
1unsd1Ct1on-h,-1un.sdiction had 
become J pre..,smg ,1tlur vv1th 
Statewide sigrntiun, e

The ph) S!LJI dam,1ge caused 
bv the impJct of these stom1s, die 
resultJnt m�urJnce tn..,1-:: (onclu...,H1n'i 
bv the pnor acadL'ITIK study bv 
Flunda A& 111 llm,·ersit)' on the 
potentJal fur J >Lltew1de Bu1ldmg 
CnJe, Jnd ,l 1ec_ogrnt1on th..1r -;ome of 
tht: damage::.,, Ct 1sts and u1.1btl1ty tt 1 
{lhtam m,urJnce \Yere the rL·sult cif 
the sVotem u,elt ¼ere the m1pcn1> fm 
Gu\ ernor Chlies to e..,tJhbsh the 
Governor's BmlJm� Codes StuJy 
Comm1s.-..1on m]lil) , I l)lJLi thwugh 
E..,;:ecut1ve Ordtr XumbL'f l)(i-2)--l 
1 AppenJL, JI The Conmussion rep
re-..ent'> the first tmw m the lu-..tuf\l of 
Flunda that the panupl) , ,f butlJmg 
codes, togetl1er wnh thcu aJopt1on, 

Jdrruru,trJ.t1un, Jnd 
L'nforCl'ment h,.1s been 
renewed as J whole, by 
J. hJLmced group J.L tmt.?:
m the mtere�ts ot the
StJte as ,1 whole

771e L •Ms, •t 11'fl111!..m1c 
de,tr11c1v,J1 ,701•1 h11�
c-un'-" !Ike _4t1dr1"'U' ,111d 
(,;v/ 1;; I) ,n.-11• h ?tt?'1' 

b,·mc ''Zi'llt» 11; t 1ur.dt1 
:!110,1,;:,f, !m1,ht'l 1mt11tl?'Lt. 
r,1:t'S, �mci.i.-in,; t,x 1ftk'St:c,n 
uf r111il..tmg c, ,&·s- d r:d 
ti1t'J.r t11}JrCt'nil'llf- c;l'IIT-
1], 11 �tut,"'U?dt• ��\W', 

re,1umn� a 1tareu zJ,._, 
�ulut1,-,11 

----
Major InsuranceCompanies PunOut of Florida Insurance Market.

\11-\AfI - M,1Jur '--<lrrier\ 1Jfhurne-o\.l.ner\ m�ur:i11c1;: in the �ta1e 
of Flund,1 ree/mg !rrirn m,1�\1\e 
lo,se, due to flurnLane 4.ndrev., areno\\ '.l}mg th<"\ are gorng t1J puJJ 

clU! ut thl· Flond,i marlet emire/;, Propcn} 1"%es frorn the storm, 
11h1ch wr<".:iked h,:nc,c in S,,urh 
FluruJ..i, are nnv; predlLted to tup 
$10 l>Jl/1on, <)r po�s1bJJ eico more 
Pnor tu 4.ndrew, m�urers haJ pred1lted <1 11-or,t-LJ.Se dis.i;;ter 1+nuJJ, 

Lati,<" nu ml)re tliJ.n �7-8 h1l/1on in , 

F!ll1,u-u,g huge t, '\1e1 

from llumc·i:me Ai.u'reU', 
nuu1y lll\1J.Tt.U,��, c·umJXH/k' 
u ztbJrt?11. j!om rhe FZundo
nwrk:t.'f entlre�i jJt:YrUllcmg 
not om\, Nlt>tlftul dama�'t 
11etmu; 11 .. uia\t..;/ mew, hut 
homeou ners in 11 m {Ylrt uf 

Flundn 

Surprlsill'lgly, it 
wBs not wemmess in 
tile c:o�es ttllemse3ves 
l:t.lait com:ribureg ro ltle 
e::rre:msiYe swrm mam
ag,e, Rail:ber, it was the 
inabilify ro entori::e 
and ctimpiy wi:tn 
t.ndays compie:x an:tl 
ctiir.iihlsi:ng sysmm 01 
mil.lmple ctiaes anill 
acmill'Jistrawe 
pl'1:lcssses. 
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".,i;,: 
i,:olation of Subsections 2901.2, 2301.1 (b), (c) and 2306.1

�rough (h) •

��issor trusses were placed adjacent to the end gable and

.ri!it,ie beam did not follow the lower rake of the trusses, t
?;/-¼ ·, 

}/providing no diaphragm action for the tie beam, a violation
V •. 

�.-tsubsection 2301.l(b),{c) and 2306.1 (a) through (h). 
11 !· ,. 

:;)1o wind bracing provided to transmit lateral wind forces to t

;:'.substructure, a violation of Subsections 2901. 2, 2301 .1 (bl, ( 

·�d 2306.1 (a) through (h). 

wo "L" bracing or alternate horizontal brace was provided f 

the gable end truss where the rise exceeded 3'- 10". The gab

end members would therefore not be capable of carrying ti 
lateral loads, a violation of Subsection 2901 .2, 2301.1 (bl 
(c), 2306.l(a) through (h). 
Exterior walls and connections 
to transmit lateral wind forces 
of Subsections 
(h). 

No special 

�i,

'" •, ·, � .. e tie beam r _:��
'Z,

\�"\ :-:--.
ri,c· �,- o d of the wal 

25 foot half g 
ourplE:xes, a vi' 

the fourplexe 
11s. A wood bea 
ed at sliding gl 

to the tie beam. 
lateral 

L -

1A·S�� '"\} �y 
ft -, '()� ':) -fv L,,.. ·� ._; "o o �
. ��� e c."' \ 

"O\J � (..,, &f straps connecting 
to the opening had 

-� suh7pr�oA �- �L 
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1 Hr. C<J_\]_\Jj\�[<)N � \'("nRK 

\ ORllERTO l3E 
.,, AC CE,,IBLF 
AND INCUJ S!v E A, 
PUSSIBLE, the 

Conu111s."lnn met monthlv m \'JfJr )US 
locJtJons J1ound the StJte, rn ffiL'et
mgs nf one or tvco Javs r AppendLx 
(, l Dunng thu'ic meetmgs, ume \YJS 
set os1de each d.i, for public mput 
.md wmrnent, Jnd Junng the 
montl1s ot JIDUJI} rJack,um rile 1 ,md 
December r OrLmd,, I, ,pectJ! tm1es 
were "et .t�1de for Public Wnrkshups 
The PublrL \v'orkshllps "ere desrgned 
ti) prn\'lde the Cnnmus'->1on \nth 
mteradl\'e mput hllm the pubhc 
specrlrcally on the Comrrussron's 
'>.Ork product, mcludmg the Progress 
Report suhmrrreJ t,, the Gm cmor m 
Januarv and the FrnJI 
Recomrnend:muns conumeJ m tlus 
Report 

The Cumm1ss1on org,m1zed H.':i 
work mto t0ur phJ�e� 

1 As.se�Sffit>nt Ph.1sc ( Ottober, 
l '!96 - Januaf\', 19T I

E stab Ir shmg a framework for
ddmmg an elkcmc system and tor
J'ises.smg the Lurrent :,\!�tern

2 Dehherarron'lmtral 
Rccommendatrnn Phase (Fehruarv, 
1997 - August, 19'-n 

Furmmg and utrhzmg \'(\ irk 
Groups to work through the issues 
1Jent1f1ed dunng the Asse"ment 
Pl1Jse md to tnrmu!Jte 1rutIJI relom
mend,Jttnns 

3 frnJ! Re, ,Jmmen,Litron Rep, •rt 
Plu,e I September, I 9'.T - December 
10g-) 

Rehrung rL'nstng Jnd frmlrzmg 
the 1I11t1Jl recommeriJ:rnon� devd
ored lw the \Xurk Groups dunng th,· 
Delrbeutr"n'lmtul recnmmcndJtron 
PhJse 

"1 LeghlJtt\ e Ptu'::ie (j.rnuJf\ 
1 ll% - June, 1'"l81 

If the LnillintSSHm\ \Vrnk re-.,ulQ
m leg1:-:b.t1ve Jlt1un the Conmll'::i'>H111 

thr, ,ugh its lh:1irmJn JnJ ExeLum L
Dm·ctt;J '\\ 111 prr1\ 1Je mfon11J.t1nn JnJ 
-.uprort regJrdmg Jny leg1..;;btmn pr<.r 
posed 

!'he fmt usk , ,f the Cnmnussron 
'\\,as to make 1n mltla! determmJt.Jon 
ot the dte<..tl\ ene..,'::i of the LUITent :::.\ s
tem In pur-.un cl U1Jt tJ.Sk, dw 
Comm1:--:--1on, dunng 1to.;; A::i..,e��ment 
Phase, I l I ohtam,d mtom1Jt1un 
\\ hKh \\ uu!J educJte the \!ember, 
to help them gam J broad under
standmg of the current sv,tem, 121 
worked m buth ,null groups and Js 
the full Comnuss1, m to m.ih.e a pre
lrmmary determmatlun of ,,.hat an 
dfe, trve system might look hke, 131 
rdenufred rs,ues JnJ tuprc, to be 
used b, the \X'ork Group, Junng the 
next Ph,rse 1-11 Jeveh,ped Wurk 
Group urg.imZJtl< )0 .rnJ membership, 
JnJ ( ) I gener Jted J PrelnmruIT 

Assessment .,tatement wh1Ch reflecLs 
the Comnus-.1on..;; IIlltt.11 J.�':>essmem 
of the current Butldmg Ct ides �) sk'm 

ln order tu educJtt:' the 
Comnus.;;1on Jvlt'mber.., on the L un ent 
system, each meetmg dunng the 
Assessment Phase mcludecl presenu
tJons by VJfll>US ,t.Jkehul<lers repre
sentrng ,1 broad v,mety of mterests, 
expenenLe JnJ perspeLtl\ e m the 
Butldmg Codes ,, stem The speakers 
were provided guidance for therr pre
,entJtlons through wnnen que,uom 
provided b\ the Lornnll':-t'>ton 
,pe1kers mduJe<l 

Code PmmulgJtor,, mdudmg the 
Southern Butldmg Code Cungress 
wternatrnml Reedy t reek 
Imp1 ovement 
Dist net Jnd I tadL 
Jnd Br11\\ .ird 
CountJe-, 

SI.It,· Juthuntres 
"hrch prnmu!gJte 
then O\\ n uiJe, • ir 
s;t.1ndJrdo.;; mduJmg 
the DepJrtment , ,f 

le 

Each meeting dur• 
ing the assessment 
phase included presen
tations by various stake
holders, representing a 
broad variety of inter
ests, experience and 
perspective in the builc• 
ing codes system. 

C, ,mrnuruty ,\!Lurs, the Dep.mment 
ol Bu,me" and Profes,,1onal 
RcguLmon, and the DepJrtment uf 
Eduu11on, 

Lo,·al Jnd ,rate 1utl1llrme, "hrLh 
Jc.irrun1_.,ter the \ Jnou-" code-,, mdud
mg butldrng and fne offruals, 

Csers of the codes, mdudmg 
design protess1onJb cuntrJLto1:i, ':>Ub
cc ,ntrJctor:::. anJ m::mufatturers 

,rate LKensmg BoJnJs, mduclrng 
the (1 mstructron Industry Lt en::img 
Board. Jnd 

Represmtatrves from :'iorth 
C.1ro!mJ, \"1rgm1J JnJ '.\e" Jersey
reg:-irdmg thelf St.1tcw1Jc Codes

The< ;u1W?'/11t � (hat(;L' t11 the 
(r 1mm1ss1, in u llS to t 1 a/u,�tt.' the Off
rent e!Jcttwem_,, ,1 and tt� Pmmer1d 
,mi. lk"tt'>.x<n 1teps :11 rr:Jurm 
Flomt.J..-, BuilJing 1)1Jes \v,tem 
tnruit?,h ,l;t'lkT,lJ co11-.._-,n5;i.::,, ftht' 
C,,mmt,�Jcm ll!L'm}Jt:n n1c tn.l!_t}L\_-
i:l>-'Tlt:55, 1( :ht' c 11 nw;t l I m1ple.\ qgem 
quu_k(v h,,camt' app,u1:nt /1; thl! 
c! ,mm1c,._,;,:n 





,ING TI-IE 
!NFORMA llO'i
RECEI\l] l
'JBROU,H
TI-IE EDl TCA-

110'\' PROCL:,S tl1e knowled�e 
brc )ught to the Corrunhs1on thn )Ugh 
1b ,!embers . 1nd public input. the 
Comn11ss1nn Jeteilllinl·J thJt m order 
for J Bu1ldmf( Code, ,ystem to be 
effe,·m e. 1t must protect the health 
and safety of the citizens of 
Florida, and in doing so: 

1. Be simple to use and clearly
understood:

2. Be uniform aud consistent
in its administration and
application;

3. Be flexible:
'1. Be affordable; and
5. Promote innovation and

new technology.

1 ingomg butldmg m.1111tenctnCc: I ,  
c Adopuon. Appe3b ,llld 

ln�peuH m:::. ! rebtmg to tbL· proces'i 
by ,; hIL h coJes" Jre llllUJll\ adopt
ed the pt ncess hv which dech1on r., 

rdanng to the uide:- ' JnJ \ 1ob.t.1nn-" 
<Jf the , , ,des :ire handled, the 
m�pectton..:; prou ... ·::-s an<l the dJS�Illl
nauon I JI mlnm1J.t1< m rebtmg to thl 
Building Codes �vstem sud1 J.s mti..:1-
preratKlnc,, amendments, product 
3.pprm Jb etL ), 

3 Amendment, 1rnl 
lnterprdJUom I 1d1trng tc > the 
pru\...e.\,) by wh.11. h alreaJ, l''Gstmg_ 
code, .. . ue upd.1ted, the process by

" h1ch ,ilre1Jy JdupteJ '\ode," arc 
amended, mdudmg who 1f anvorw 
should have the ,lllthontv 1<-, amend, 
Jnd hmv Jnd hv whom mterp1el1-
c10m, "huuki be· 111Jde 1 ,mJ 

➔ l duc2t10<1 D1sc1plmc' Jnd
Lll ensmg { n._·Lttmg tl > the gener:il
eJuc1t1on , ,t the public Jnd the
pl.1ye1s m the ,y,tem < JO the s1 , 
tem 1hdf tht' b.1.r.,1c .md contmu
mg educ1t1un of the pl1yer, m
thv svstcm, ,lnd the dt'•.ctplme
pn !less mdudmg " ho should
he chsC!plmed. "-hu ,hould Ju
the d1supl1111ng. and under wh.1t
llil UffiE>t.:mu:·-:. �hould dbuplme 
Ol l ur I 

\f'J-r¾g"r, ,uo� u'err 11J1;·iintiti t11 rllClfttate vmm
nati ,m Lf5P.-'L ')IC issue:- imd prn11Ji? tmtia! rffm11mt->1J
ilatums fnr c., i11..11demt1nn !ht: 1wrk).!.!<J11ps also 
t'X{i..nuid the n,11ch nj thf' (ummiss� 111 �' mcludm� 
nprt•,,?n-itlfl1 i'\ ut �td/;:i;,hr 1"1ers 11nt dm'L 11 1. rq>rc,enft',f 
mi the conmu.•.s1,J1' 

'!be Ch.11rn130 e,t.1blcshed and 
m,tde .ipp< 1mtmenb tc i four \\� >rk 
t �r nups to tJcllltJ.te the ex3.mmJ
t1on of tht:-.e Jb.)Ut'S Junng thl� 
Dd1berJtlon, Inrtul 
Recommendauon Pha,e The 

Applvmg these cntem to the crn 
rent 5v-;rem, the Comn11ss1nn dcter
mmed that Flonda', , urrent llut!dmg 
Ct Jdes S\ stem ts geneullv ,m..,tfeL tl\'e 
TI1t· follo\\ mg are:is of metfectn ene"-" 
were then Jescnbed bv the 
Com1mss1tm IApprndL,c ➔ I  

1 OrgJ01zat1un. RelJt1on,lups and 
.Sundard, 1 rehtrng t, , the number of 
wdes Jnd code-lrhe bws mies 1nd 
reguhnon'l ('OXJm.1tK,1n VI 1thm . .md 
,1mong th, ,,e c,,d,<, Jetin1u, ,n of 
the role� r JI the \ J.nuLb plJn r-, m the 
llut!dmg Codes �, stem 1nd the reb
tlt 111:::.:tup� .1mong tht 1:::.e plJver:::., and 

purp< >.,e of the Wurk Gr oups WJS tu 
dewl< ip 11llt13I 1ecommmdauons lur 
penoJK u ms1Jeut1on, input 3.nJ 
gurdJnce fr<Jm the full C< imm1sS1on. 
leJ.Jmg ti i J tuul con,en-,u.;; prnce"" 
for ,1J, 1pt111g the Corru111..,-.,1on\ It'l. 

<Jn1111,·ndat1on, pursuant to the 
Exec utl\ e Orde1 In 01 Jer to expand 
the re ,1ch of the Comnm,ion. the 
Ch:m lppollltc·J hath '.,Icmbe" anJ 
{'\onmunber" tn e.1ch \\t irk Group 
concentratrng , m tho,e s1Jkehnlde1 s 
not dirt:\ ... th reprc,;;;ented I m  the 
Cunurn:-:-Kn I lth.e m:1.nufacturers 1nd 
subu 1ntr .1ctnr :-. ) 

Wo!l'k tJl'tlllrpsS
eX']:)aG'lifJii, :rJ th El fflir.i:Clu OJ tbe
comm�ssi on by in�l:JJfdjn� 
J"S!j:)ll'SSlaJ:Jil"l'l:T'J�S 01 !3ll"!!liJ�,S 
Tl!ll\l: Ji!M,'!:,l:.ly l'laj:)l"eSS:l'lWd, 
SlJO:l'.l as s.il:i C::l!'litl'Sdtl'l'S 
aTJii:l lffllal!'lan'arctlil!l'la�. 

The '(I;, ,rk Gwup, each devel
opcJ ,;;;ever.ti seb of I rntul 
Rt.'uJmmenlbtlons \\ luch \\ ere ddib
er,lteJ up, ,n by the full Comnmsron 
The four ,er,1r:ite pr< >Jucts ult1mately 
were mergul lllto J Smgle Text of 
reuJnunendJtJ.om,, \V h1ch the 
Crnnnms1on re; 15eJ 111d refmcJ dur
ing its Fmal Reu1mmenJat1on Repnrt 
Ph.1,e. the foul text "f whrch LS pro-
\'llled m th1, Report 

Dunng the finJI phase of the 
Cnmmr,s1on :--. wock, the Legt...,]JttYe 
Ph,1se ,  the Ct 1rilllll:,�1on through the 
C h,111111Jn ,md the Execurl\-e D1rec1or 
will provide mfom1at1un 30d ,support , 
as requested to the ( �O\'emor 1egJrd
mg JO) leg1sL1uon "h1ch mrght be or 
'-" proposed J-'.'> a 1e..:;ult of the 
Cl )rnrruss1on's work 

The mlu1 motlm .md 
Rt'l'Omn1rndJt1om, <.. ontameJ m th1,-; 
Report Jre based on the 18 moot& 
ot mfom1a.tiun reu::'t\ eJ through he--Jr
mg, panel testlll10ny and J v.mety of 
rre .... ent..'ltlon� J.nd J\'',Lli�SIOTT:,, 
debates. JnJ dehber1uons hJJ hi- tl,e 
W01k Group Members the 
L t  Jillilll�'>Km Member.., :1.nd the pub he 
I he Comn11ss1on h,1, concluded thJt 
our cunent Butldmg Codes ...,ystem 1s 
mdte,111 e m rmtectmg the he ,11th 
,1fetv, Jnd "elfJre nl tl1e Clt1Lc01 of 
rlond:i. and 1s hov mg detnrnental
unpacts , ,n FlondJ s economic devel
upmern < ipporturnue,. lllcludmg the 
drff1culue, m ubtammg propertv 
nburmce mcreJ.t,ed u1st of hou-.mg 
.tnd Lonunerc1ai ,;;;m1lturcs Jnd the 
lnrntmg ot ,.._ompt't1t1nn among manu
ticrurers The Comnu5�1on 1-, confi
dent thJt rh recommendanms will go 
J long w.1v to re .... uh mg the 1..,,sues 
\\ hKh 1t dL"ttrnlll1t'd to be the cJu�e 
l 1t the Syr.,tcm 's dehc 1enc1es
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FOUND�'\TIOJ\S -"'-_'\JD 

RECO:vBlENDATIONS 

FOU:-!DATION l 

THE CODE 

he Bu1ldmg Codes 
System 1s one of the 
maim pressmg affa1rs 
of the State A strong, 
effective Butldmg 

Code and Code Proce,, 1s essential to 
the overall welfare of the entire State 
Accordingly, Flonda should have one 
building code for use statewide which 
governs all admmistr:ltlve and techni
cal reqmrernents apphc.1ble to 
Flonda 's public and pnvate Built 
Env1ronment. That building code 
should be called the Flonda Buddmg 
Code ("The Code") and should 
become effective for use ,tatewide 
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FOL'NDA1101' l 

Re{.ommendatioru, 

1-1. In u1 de� tu hJve J. Bmldm�
Cude, �y-.tem whtch e! ted1veh prr •Lt'Ct� 
the he.1.lth, '>afe tv Jnd 1v elf.m: ot JU (,t 
Flund.1 s ut1zen.., Fl,7Tili..l sh, )u lJ .1Jl•pt ..;.
smgle buildmg Lode ttl1 use '>Utew1Jt: 
1.",illed the FlunJJ Bu1klir.� CuJe ( l l ie 
CoJ.e " l  'l he Cude .,huulu be .1 smgk set 
ot Jocuments Jnd should :1,rplY tu the 
de'>1gn l nnstruLt1on ( 1 )de entrm.::emLnt 
ereLtlOO, Jlk1Jt1un mu<l1ftcJtl• m, m .. unte
n.1nce I specif1ctlh rel.1ted tn LOde '- ' 1:11-
phJnce 1, ,ind demoht1un of Hondd ,., 
puhlic .1nJ pm .ire Built frn Jrnnment 
The CodL shoulJ be 01gam1ed S•J l" to 
,::,lier (( )O:::.t'>ten1 \ J.nd .._,mpltL tlY ot u�e It 
should he .1ppl1ed JJnurustt: reJ ,rnJ 
enforced urufo, rnly and con.._1.,tenth 
trnm 1un-,illc:inn to 1unsd1ct1( 1n It '.'>huuld 
Jl 1C1W fk '\tbll1t) thJ.t 1.., exeru-,ed m ..J 
m..1.nner thJt met't" mm1mum requ1re
m1.::nts 1-. J.fforJ...1hle, Jue" n1 ll mh1ht 
lompet1t1(_1n, JnJ promote<:- mnov...1t1L•n 
anJ nes\ technolog) 

1·2. The pur pose , if The Lode 1-., to 
"erve J.., J. c, J01prehens1\ e regulJ.tnr. 
document t<., gutdt: den..,,i-,m amied J.t 
proteLrmg the health <;J.fetv and wd
ta.re of all ut Fland 1' ..:; cltl1ens 

2 Prnv 1de urnJ:n1m st,mdJrd-., ::mJ 
requiremenh through the ..idoruon b\ 
refert'nce of ..1.ppltuble n.1t1onal .__nde<; 
\"\ hen-- appr(_)pn,uc .ind pH ,v,dmg 
except1on, s\ hen neu�<;"JJ"\ 

j Estahhsh tht_ stand.uds an<l require
ment-, thro111,;h perlormJnce-ba..,t:'J 
cntel lJ when pos<:,1hle Pr( wide hoth 
perfo rmance-ba::-ed Jnd prescnptn e
baseJ cntem. \Vhen pr . .Kt 1 (  .11 

"t Perrrnt and promote mn( 1VJ.t1on .md 
ne� techn\ 1lug\ 

:; Require adequate mamten . .mce (Jf 
butldm�, anJ "-tructure,. :,pec1.fa .1Uv 
re!JteJ to Lt 1de rnmpltance. thrnugh
out the '-.t..1.te 

n Elnrnnate re-.tnct!\ l' ohsulete, l t1ntl1Ct
m� J.nd unnece:::.,Jn, LOn'>tl ucttnn reg
ubtK,ns th.1t tend tCJ uKrt:J.SE um
struclion co-.cc; unnecess,mly or that 
re:c-tm. t the u:::.e of tlillU\- Jtion Jml ne" 
technolugv 
1-3. To en:,ure 1 he CoJl' effect1vdY

Jnd df1c1emh protell"- all u1 Flond.1 ::i c1t.1-
zem J.nJ the general welfarL' of the enrue 
-;lJ.te The Cnek' shall addres-. reg1t 1n.1l 

anu luc;,.] 1_1 1nLe1m Jnd \,lflJtlon" s1..ch 
J.5 tmt rn 1t l ln11teJ 1,-, d1m.1t.1..:: ct ,no1tK,n".i,
s01] type'-, Lerrwte , weather rebted
e, enb, n-:, -..-, 1s�1X 1JtcJ with C< 1Js,tJ[
devd'--1pn1Lnr. hfr. -.J.fety 1-.<:.ues .mo ..::mie
rr ;mpl11nLt mJmru:JnLt' prugr.111:::-

I--1:. The Re,__�rnmnenJ.tt1c,ns "et �orth 
m tlm Rept ,it ,;;;1g11 1fKJnth reform 
Flund.1 -, I\1.i!Jm� C, 1de-::, ':1\ '-tern .1t 1t:o 
verv touno__Ltt1on- thJ.t l'> , the vuv  111 
" hllh F!nnu,, -. B .. 1lJmg (1 ,C.e 1" J.d(JpteU 
upJ.1teu adnl.lill:::.tered J.nJ en

f

( 1rced, ,md 
the: \\ 3.Y m ,;,...hich those \\ ho must corn
plv \"\ Jtr. J.nJ enf, Me the �l stem .1re tJi.
Ldted, tu1m,J, hc t n<;ed JnJ Ji<;upl:ned 

1 f'.e .1dc,pt1,w and 1mplementJ.t1( )n uf 
a StJtewJlk· Code and C( ,de P1ncess 
" h1L h met t"- tne ..... ntenJ ..,et fonh m 
the-.e Reo_,mmenJatic,n" wtll make J. 
m.11< )r conLnbuw 10 to the recO\ ery (•! 
Fluuit � prupern msur.1nu::: nurh.et h\ 
unprO\ mg rrotel tinn .1g:imc;r humc.1ne 
pen i s thn •u,'-ih rnr ,re urnh:,rm .1nd con-.1..,
tern Jdn1tnI'.'.,trJt1, ,n and enforLement 1 1f 
The C,::ide-, encou:Jgmg forrr.et Jnd new 
1Jl'-,l Jf3nLe 11rnler.\ nter'.'., t< • \_IJ!l1L into 
Fl!mJ.1 1l1l re:1c;mg r.ite 1_,1mpt 1mvene..,:::. 
and requ11 1ng unprnY ed ... nJ JnLfeJ<:.t_d 
ed11CJ.t1on .md tr .unmg fnr a.11 tho:::.e 
Jn\ 1 1h eJ m rhe H1 11lding (LlJt..., )\ <;tem 

Then: .1lreJd'. ex1.sr, m the !nsur.1nce 
Indmtrv .m mst1 1 ance r.ite reduct1nn pm
gr.un tied tc; thE res'Jlts , if e alu.1:1on uf 
thv effect1vent:c;:::. of Jn ind1Y1Jual bu1ld
mg Jep.1rtment's pertorm.m'--t ( the 
ln-.,urance ServtlL'S OtfiLe ! ISn l Bu1ldmg
( nJe Effl'dl\ eOL '>S GrJ.dm� �t heduk l 
Thi<; prL•gram rru\ 1Je, 1rburJnce rate 
reduLtton tor Duildmg.., C(>n:::.trnlted after 
thL ccm1rn1m1n -::, hu1ldm� dep.irtment 
ha" been evalu.1ted bv the I::_,,( ) It d<ie-., 
not aJJre,.., e::-..1<,tmg c,JnstruLt1on unit. ..,.., 
the buuding h.1:::. heen mdependemh 
e, .tlu:iteJ Qy J IKenseJ design proh .., _ 
s1, •n.11 ThL Com1nt':-s1L,ri emhr.1Le� "uLh 
.1 progr.im that rccogrnzes the range d 
tlK1-.,e mJ1\ 1JuJ\ rerfl ,rnunce" 

Smee- HumLJ.ne Andre,,,, "t ruck 
Fli mci:i m l 1JlJ.2 the Lt: �1:::.l.iture h...1c; tund
ed the ful lnwmg mno\ atJ\e mltlgJtir in 
p1< ,gram" (hJt J 1e de,;;11..'.ned tu tmprove 
preraredne"� and redme p11tent1Jl Josc;
es when .mutl1t:'r LJ.t.1<:.troph1c event 
OLlUrs the Re51Jent1J.l Construt1on 
M1t1g.1tion Pwgum, Flunda DOI tr.unmg 
.:Pntes I uul [\ltt1gat1c,n St..I...1tl·gv the 
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Bu1ld111g- (1 1Je<; Tn.u.-'.e TeJm thl 
Emer�L'Dl\ :'\.l.1n.1gu11ent PrepJrLdne<;<, 
.1nd A"'JI:::.tJOLe Tru-.L Fund, the Fluud 
.\!1t1g.1t1on \-.,-::,1sta.nu: Prnt!r:im the 
�hOV> l J.Se C1 nnmurnrv Pr, 1grJm .ind thl, 
H:1z.1rJ _\•llt1gJt1.Gn r ir.mt Pr 1_1gram 

Stn<...e :::.t'\ er.11 ot :hest. pr0gr.1m., hJ\ l 
t;iken effel t ,v1thm the b-.1 12 mr_Jnth'>, 
theJJ pos1t1\ e 1mrJt t 1 ,n Fl, ,nJ.1 ., build
mg anJ ll15U IJnce mduqne:::. hJ-., n,)t 
bee� fully reJlm:'--l In .1dd1t10n tc, :he-.L 
progr.im.., thL·re h.l\ e beer. 51gr nlica.m 
1mpri iYemenL<; .it the �tJte J.nd I i  )Cal lev
eb re�ardmg tht' t_nforcemt:'nt ot butld
mg c, >de:, JnJ the tIJ.mmg Jnd profes
-,l(_,nJliLJt1on of pe�-::,On...'ld who work m 
th1-. fidd F111Jlly , through the t:'>tJbhsb
ment 1)f the I':-0',;;; Huildm1c;-Codt· 
Ettect1Yene::-" GrJdmg SdiedLie ,  .1 strong 
hnk !us been estJ.hli-<:-hul bemeen Jn 
effec.t1 \c  Building ( ,_ides \\ stem .1nd 
mwrJnce r.11es 

1 he m1plementJ.tton 1 1[ the 
Receimmern..1:mom l 0DtJ.med m tlw; 
Rer01 t con-.t1tute .1nother ma1ur 
1mprn\ emt.nt to the pok ies th.it j)fl_j\ Jdt: 
for the safety anJ 1muc1hihtv ot FlondJ',; 
Built Ennr( Jnment In fad the '>\ ..,tem1L 
changes proposed herein will o 1mph
ment '--OO'>< ilidate md, in mJY rt.:::.peLt'> 
C(:>mpkte tlllS erJ. 1 ,f reft •rm TnL ,1ut
comc of the-.e m.11( ,r ref1 lrffi'> mu..,t be 
s1grnhLJJ1t ra.rtll u larh ,1.., the\ Jppl} to 
the .1v.111J.h1lit\' Jn, l .1fford.1btl1t\ uf 
homeo-wner..:;' m<,m.mce m Flon<l.1 

The Cc,nlli11S::,1un rec, 1gmze,;;; th.n J 
State,.,v1de Butldmt.: Code ·whKh I'.:, strm
genl appropnate Jnd dfe.::tffe1 , 
enfotLed v. 1ll redu.:e tht_' -,evenly of lus::-
es h \ 101 humcanL. <; .1lth( ]ugh rnv <:-1grnh
cam 1mpJ.LI may take <:.c une Urne J..:> the 
currcnt sto. k of d!der hi nnes l'> rep]JLeJ 
\\ 1th better hutlt new hnmes I herefon:: , 
th1::- < omnm,1on -.tt unglv r ecommend� 
:hJ.t the Dt.p.1rtmu1t r,t ImurJ.nLe pursue 
:1dd1t10nal premium LreJ1t:::., rJte redul -
t1.om Jnd t I i\'efJ.ge enh.r ncements for .ill 
of Fluncb l 1t1zen" 
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FOl11\DATlll'- II 

THE BOARD 

he Code should he im
tully .1dopted and sub
sequentlv updated on 
,t j vear cycle, except 
a, required for emer

gencies Once Jdopted, The Code 
,hould beL·ome effeLt11 e for use 
statewide wtthout further. ,ubse4uent 
.id, 1pt1< m hr loLal 1umdtct1on, The 
1mtul adoption .md ,ubse4uent 
updating of The Code sh.ill be done 
by an mdependent B, ,ard tlut for 
admin1,tratl\-e purprn,e, 1s housed in 
the DepJrtment of Commumty Affairs, 
called the Flond.1 Buildmg Code 
Board ("The Bo.1rd") The Board 
should include perwns who are quah
hed by expene11Le and traming tu 
provide a broad or speetahzed exper
llse on m.itters pertammg tu buildmg 
design Jnd construct1, >n, brnldmg 
code enforcement, buddmg material 
manufactunng, fire prevention, life 
safetv, fmJnce property msuranLe 
:md gener.d business The Board mJy 
make both AdmmistrJt1ve .ind 
Techmcal Amendments to The C, ,de 
and shall Jppomt Techmcal Advisory 
Commmees (TAC) covenng the v,1ri
om areas addressed 111 The Code 
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FonmATION II 
Recommendation� 

II-I. The rude shoukl l >e m,mlh 
,idopted JnJ "llb:,equentlv upd,1ted •Jn J. 
\ c"..lf C\ cle t"\l ept JS reo 1um:J for emugen
L 1e-_., tlm ,u�h rulemJkirrn: h\ .in ·ndepen 
Jent Bm:d ! lut frx J.drn101sn.t.Ye puq,1 1-_.,es 
1'> housed in the Dep.utmenl d Commurnrv 
-\£1.m:::. ThL' \l,1.m1 :::,hould he' called th1 
Fk1nJJ Brnl,lm; Code Bt ,JrJ ' The Brwd' 1 
1)nce .1dJptLJ ur updalld ] 1\ T.r.e Bci.;,.:d 
111e Code -,hc,uld be det med adopted :, •f 
u"e sLl[t',\, 1dt· upon the effec tive date "f !lU
fied bv 1he B(JJrd \\.1th, 1ut <.-J')-,eque 11t 
J.dvpth ,n h\ Ii 1u! 1un..,J1\_!1 ( ,r.) 

Il-2. The B(JJfd sh'-mld he cc;�abh:-.LL'J 
bv July 1, J l lllh and :,h,mld LOnstst of <) 
memhers .1ppoLnteJ by th<:" <--'ovemx ..1.nd 
confITTTied b, the f],1rd.1 "en.He fnr �1,1g
ge:ed four year terms The Bi 1Jrd sh1 1uld 
J.dopt The < ,ode no lJte1 th.rn jJ.nu.uy 1 ,  
20111 In J.pp1 11I1t1I1g member� to The B< 1JrJ 
the GO\ em, ir '>hJll LOO'>!der oer�ons :r1>m 
the public Jnd pnnte ..,e1 t1 1r, who .m 1 iu..1l-
1hed br expe11ens::e or LrJm1ng to prnv1Je .1 
bru.1d or <;peC!JhzeJ exputl..'>e on mJ.ttcrs 
pertammg t( 1 bu,ldmg Je<;1gn md o ,n..,rruL -
t1on, butldrng .._,xie er1for.._emem, bu1ldmg 
nutenal mJnutJLtunng, fire pre\entll)Il hk 
�.:ifety, fuun1 e, property msurJ.nle and gen
eral busme">'> In se\ecttrg trnm the<;E: u.te
gones the Co, emor �h.ill c1 1ns1der !t i.._,1] 
buUJing .1nJ f1re ,)tfJC!Ji", loc.11 decteJ oth
Cl3ls, thr J1..,..1bled anJ the general puhlK 

11-3. 1he Board �h..111 ..tppc,mt one l•f 
more Techrnul Ad\ lS(Jr\ Comnuttee" 1 r\C l  
LOVenng the m.110r .:1reJs 3.Jdressed m J f'.e 
Code, mdudmg but nnt hrmted to ffit'l hJm
cal, elect1K..1l plumbmg <,truLtural, m.1nu
t.1crured bu1ldmgs, energ\ cnn..,ervJt1011 
h1�ton..:: hutlJm�s, tire l i te �atetv and J(\_e-.,
'itbWn The purpo .. e c ,t the \ J.nous T \C 1� 
tt • provide techn1CJl expertlse and mpu1 to 
The Board ,,11 all matter'> tn 1ts 1unsd1l t1un, 
mdudmg rt:\ le'\\' and t'\ .1h1.1tt,)Il c,r rro
pt •'>t'd .\mt..nJmenb .l',lt::mbers of tDt.. \ .m
uus TAC '>hJII be ptr�(•Il", tfl)ffi me public 
..1.nd pnvatl' 'oector, wh1.1 ..ite quaL.fLeJ hy 
exptnence •Jr trammg t• 1 prrn 1de J !:ir( )Jd 
rnd ;;;peu.d1zeJ expenhe 1 ,n rde\ ant m.it
ters pe:t..immg to the nu1or ..1.reJS .1dd1 L's.;;;eJ 
by The CnJe In eMabh..,J11ng the TAC tb.ir 
will deal w ith Fire Prevention Cude .:1nJ 
LU:e '1afet) Lode cs.sue� l l:e Buard ;;;h,1ll 
".itrongh con..,1der .:;,ppo1nt1:-iµ; ilie FlimUJ 
Flfe Safety BoarJ .l� 1t 1.., �et fr 1rth m '-ies::tl1.•n 
Li33 'i l l  r ,f the f]()n<l..1 °)tJtutes 

11-4. l he Ccide .;;hou 1d c, ,ntdm ,-ir reter
lDCe a.11 b\, -, rules 3;1J re�ulJt11 ,ns ,,._ bKh 
pe:rtam t0 .md g0vem th1.. de:,1gn, c1 m::.truc
non, cnJe enforcement, ercct10n alter..1t10n, 
mudtf1ut11 1n mamtem.n, t 1 -.,pes._1_flolh 
rt l:ned tn l( )Je complunl e I and dem ,l!t1,n 
c.f Flo11Ja .;; public J.Tid pr 1v.1te Built 
Emm1nmem The Boa1d "huuld t'>tJhh�h 
the neeu t,_,r t.Xe□ptK1n �  .1nJ \V'len t:�ur>
lisillI'.g �u.._h 1..'xerr.;t.10;1::. �:1ould reY1e,,, 
those exempMn.., 1lre.1J', 1.ont.Jl.fleJ 1r 
Secuon c;=,5 7_:i,{7 \  of th1. FlonJa St..Hut1. � .md 

�h1 iuld LOn<e:1dt r ],1n n0t )umt lt'>l'lf tu tht 
t1 ,ll,.cwm:; 
- \nv butlum...:.., , n ::.tructurt: � ��•t..L1!1,._JU\

t l') . .?;ULHeJ and rreempted t,y the Feder.ii
r; 1 )vernment

- IL1lroaLIS ,mJ .muJ:uv fJ.._ hue'-' Js,,iuJt
t' _: \\ 1di. tbt: " ... 1)r,_,JJ ' bU1khn·s� JS5,)C!Jle.J.
wd1 t'.1e anulJJf\ fauhl.!.e� .inJ mfrastrnv
ture sh01 1ld n, it be exempt l,

- ( , )n'>tfUCLm l\ll 11.'.lI1LJtlOil ur 111sta1.Jtl• Jn
, ,t mfrc.5truLtuw de nen:s rm ned ar.J
upl'�Jted h\ p11hlK or pnute ut:l1ue:,,
w.1ter manJ)..;t'ment Ut':otnll<; u1 ,pec1al
1""1urpo,;;e d1..,tmb 1 bu1lJmc:" .t,sc,natcd
,;i, 1th rhe ani 1l\Jri ·aubt1e'-' ,md mfrJ.Stru'- -
turl ,huuld 1, Jt be exer;,.pt 1 .1nu 

- 7.,1 ,mng requmments l..1nd u-.,e reqmre
!llL'nts, c,r O\\ nt·r c;peoft<..' 1t1nm or pro
gr .imr:uuc rt:• 1u1remenh \\ h1d1 are r_iut
..,i,:e ,_if ,Jr he\ , 1nJ th: ..,,._,-,,-)l' u1 The
C1 1dc

11-5. In orJer to J.._h,eH l he prcpe1 h1I
Jn1 t· her-wen .1 u-1Je ,;:,,hKh 1 '> sunpk tu 
Li''-' .ind 7, f'1ch �w 1mores ..r,n1_1\ .,tum .ind 
m w technt""\lc ,;:_\ The c.._,de ,h"uld he ,1r�J.
D1Ltd Jn ,und .1 Ir Jmewtn k. th,1t dearlv 
<;Uk-.. the oho.tl'•e ur intent 1 1! eJ.ch 
n:qu 1reme�r .rnd �hc,nld 1.Ildude, "" hen !u
s1bk b1 JL1 perlt ,rmance-ha�eJ '>tJ.ndard'> ( )f 

cnlt'J!J t ,;:,,h.tch u-,e requuemcnrs 'itJted 1n J 
m.mner th:1t re, ( 1gruzes new mnov at1on::. 
.1ml flc.:::1h1ht\ 1 1t de:,,1g:n l .1nJ prescnpl..i\ e 
sunJards cir Lr'tenJ , "h1Lh ..1.ll, J\\ tor the 
tN:' ot specli1L 1 1  m;;;truLt1un me.1n� ind 
rnethod,;;J 

11-6. The !_ ( ..._le shou]J < 0ntam prm 1-
�1, )!1'> 11r requm:''llt.rts rdat1\ t to b..111d1n;,; 
st1° ll.tural, medur.1.::al del lnLJl, ph.:□bmg 
enui,•Y, radon, ;_;,LS, mamten..in<..e,  fire pi t·
' t'nt1on, Ltfe ',,tktv, acces<,1h1l tty, manuf..iL -
tureJ bu1]Jmg dc\ Jtr1r'> tenmte ufestJ
win , unsafe hi , IL1 1nc:s L•).JSIJ! u:,nstruLtJnn 
h1..,toncal bm!d1ngs 

-
3mu�emer1t nJe�, 

hulth care fat 1l1t1e�, educat1urul facll.lUt:'> 
<;\1, mrn1mg pr •< ,!" c-:irrec:11 ,nJI tac1.htte'> ..1nd 
Jl1'r rJther uxk-rc'Jled ::-ub] t'l t ,,._ b_,ch The 
HuJrJ deen:s ,1:1prvpn1le 

In detenmmng the cnntc·nts nf The 
<. 1 )de The Ik,m.i "h1)uld n()t develop 1b 
,J\\ n r.e'"\ cuJt , Jnd stan1L.tlb 111',teJd, 1n 
t•-,ublbhmg T11t Cude Tht !iud. tU. ,houk 
sdect from tlw Nat10nal 01 lnlernatton.il 
F.11mly nt moJt- 1 u1JL':,, •Jr , ,ther cod.rs and 
'-'unt.Lrds CJ t rLntl, recogru?eJ b\ the l..1.\1,:::, 
d Fk1nill 

11-7. A5 p.111 ot the 1rntul .1d1.•pt1un 
pr,_•Lt�'-, The B,i..irJ should modify the 
-,i leLtcd code.., .md stand.ml.., it needed 11 1 
JlL 1JIT'm1_,Jate speLlilL need, uf the Stalt , ,! 
Fl\ lnd.l _., hid , l he Bu,uJ ,lt li.:1mme.:; an.' 
n, 1! ..1dequ..1tely 1 1 1nt.11ned tlwrem mJ [t i 
en�ure con::,1:,tt·ncv among lltem In deH'l-
' ,pin..; The \� ,_,dt The Bo.ird �hould ens1ue  
thJt The cl�,d,._ it m.11:-is ill lnmpbnce "" Eh 
Fuier.il l.1,;,, :, ,mJ 1egu;..it1on.., Lh.1t <;et ouild
m;..; requrreml'nh, such J'> Lode prov1�1on� 
Jdupted b\ 1J 1 e kp.1rtment : ,t _Tumce tlul 
1mr1lement thl \.:nencm:- \\ 1tei D1sab1litLt , 
At t, Federal Fr:1ergenc'1 I\i.11ugement 
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_.\.5en,_\ r egulattnm thJt rdJte tn l un<:.rruc
ann \\ 1wm t�c oJ pr1,ne ..ire:is Jnd FeJeTJ] 
\Jv, � mil ruJe, re,,,tl'd tu E;·1erg\ 
C1 in..,ervatll)n \\.hL"n 1 1pJJung ! he lJode, 
The !:\11,trJ should c1 1n<;1der, JTI1' m� other 
thing..,, t hJnges m.t'-k h, the pri imul..;..1ung 
ent:tv r JI the sdectL Ll ,._r,L'..e :ts •)\\ n BL'1drn1.; 
or AJ-.. 1,u')' lnterp1 etJtiuns, appc llJte deC1-
::.10m .tnJ prev1ou�h .ipproved, ]1 i1 .1lh 
appltcJ Jrrendment.., 

II-8. l l�on �el e.._-rmg :he m-Jd code 
J.nJ fr.unev,:ork tu h1' meu i.r ..l<..lUfdJTile 
with .he prucedurt " set forth Ill 
Re.._ 1m unendJt1011 1I - l _- \  The B,J,uJ '-'houl<l 
re\ ll'',l,, rr1 )\ N,:in::, r , I I.. \.IStlllg- statute::. and 
:,l-'.ul.lJ make recommend.Jtt,Jl1'- :1, the 
Legi..,[..1ture for the ltl!ll/ regu\Jr I egt'l!J.Uve 
�essH ,n rcg.irdmg 'ot.ltute.;; th.it ._.,1 i { )uld be 
re\ J"ed ur rescmJed tn nrder to .LL LOmmo
dJte l l ie r�rJde Thl portinn , it .;;ul h eXJ.St
mg l..1 W"> Jnd codes rdJtmg tu the proce�s 
should ,unse!: upt 1n the dfeltiw d.ite of 
the Fl1 )1 !JJ ButlJmg 1 _'ode Any k·g1'l!Jt.Iun 
pr,:i\ id•n� t< :r tlle W\ L�ion repe.i! ur �un�t 
ot n.1�1m..,; la\\ '> JrJ uJdes relaTLd tn tcch
mcJI rL'LJUlfemenh Jpplicable t1 ) l1U1ldmg 
::,truct1ue, alsu ::.hou!d expre�lv �TJ.te that 
such !e1..;1sLtt1on :� rn it mtended t• , llllph· 
am rept'al v' '-'umLI ut ex.,un� 1..;Lneral c,r 
spnul lJwc; thJ.t Jrt' not �pectfo .11lv 11.1ent1-
heJ tn the leg1sl.:1t1< ,n The Board -,h1 )ul<l 
ha\ e thL respnn..,1bd1t\ tor e:x:urnrnng leg
JSlJtl\ e L'fU\ J�10ns .md mJbng rn ummen
d.1cnn� 10 ruli1U Jt<; re'-'ponsih1l!t\ tu ctevelop 
.1 ..-:on�1:,tent, �mglt. wde Tht'> tt..,h ::,huuld 
mvnh t broad pctrt1upJtl1)n h) JnJ coor<l1-
n.u1on ,.., 1th StJ1e .Uld local govLrnment� 
l.flc!u-,rn and other .1tte1.teJ ::.tJ�eh1 i1ders 

II-9. It :� reL0gimed that thl're will be J 
!Jr�l.' ..inJ bro::id h:it ( ,f standard" rekrenced
m the muJd code -.,elected b\ I he Boa.rd
_.\.., s11, 11 those �un�i..irJs <Jr CntL:!J shall he 
rett:1enccJ m The C1 )de If a ��mlard 0r 
cnteru needs amphht Jt1nn or mi )J1fJCat1on 
to rn..ih.e it ippropn.1te for me m H0ndJ, 
on], tl-ie JmpW11..1t11 ,n nt mod1fa ..ition shJll 
be '-J"t I ificallr rnntLJ m The u ide 

ll-10. To ensurl"' th3.t the etkt uvene".i�
ut Fl1 ,nda s Bu1ldmg Ctide::. Sv <;tt m does not 
ceJ�t: upun -:onstu, t1on completion 11f a 
ne\\ t..idm or t.hc m )JU1CJt1,Jn nl ..in exist
mg t.1uhtv, The (( l{.ie c;hall mdude mamte
nJ.nLt pmv1..,1on'> '-Pt'Cthullv rt>l.1te<l to 
codt uJmphanLe J •�ograms t•� cntorce �uch 
mJmLenJnle pro\ 1'>11·,ns sh31l ht· eriorced 
at the h ... al le\el .mn an .1pprc ,pr:Jtt. 
mspcd1on fee scht dule should hL' estab
h�hed bv local g1J\ ernment Thl'"e pro-

gr:im'> ;;;l1.0uU addr( �� ho\\ and ,;,, her com
:11e1u.J 111:,r1tut1nn.d Jnd mu1t1L1mtl\ 
re�hil ntial structures �hould be 111-,pected 
thruugh J regular, pe1 11,dic p1 r 1gr..1�1 This 
rrngr.un -.,hJll 111Lurp< ,r:i.te the Hu1idmg 
C1Je the Pro;:iem :i.1..1 tr.te:un� t· CcJde I tur 
(Ode rLlutc:<l 1tem.., J, the Life �Jk'tV Cude 
and the Fn e Pre\ent10n Code enlnrcement 
cntef'J. The !uLJt c t  ,de otf1C1.1l \lull ::.et the 
;-er1, ,d!L e' ent I e l.'.  upon <..'A'' T'!Jmt 
LnJll�l· ut C•L lU!)JilL\ , dunge , ,I use, age 



L1t bmkhng, rt gu!J.r C\ de etc l up,)n v. htLh

,.,u ... h mspect1,,ns ,;,.,ou!J he nude The

;nspeCtlL•TT'> :-h-111 c,J\ tT J.!1 '>t!l..!Lture� .mu

rn:rr.:ses e:\<..Lpt -,.ngle-f.:.mm di;i,e]lm ..;-,
.ind the 1ntL rn 11 d dv.ellm,..: urut'> rn t'i\ 1 '
[Jm1lv or mu!ltple- famt.ly dv, ellmgs tor the 

purpc,-,e" , ,t ,NertammQ md ousmg to he 

�,  1rrc:c:c:3 c1'1\ cond1t1nns ,., hic:1 m,.n J.t"ed 

the sauctur.Jl :-tJbl1n" of r1K butldmg u11se
fire cuntnbutl' to the spreJd nf fire mtc r 
fere ,;,,,1th t11c / Jghtmg opc:ut1om endam.:er 
lite ,Jr 1·KilJ:t- Jfi\ prr_ 1\ 1s1un r1r t.r.e Wlt''lt 
llf the 1rrLe1b1e rndes 

II-11, I h1 Cude m 1h rnt!fety shL\ulJ
ht' contJineJ 1n Jnd prnmulg.Hed and 
urJ.l�eC: b\ rile 1I1cludmg rhe techrn ... Jl 
purt.Jom , ,t the F!und.J ',rt- uli1.. JCLt'551):1!JC'I
rt-qurrement::, .mJ mctl'..dmg rhe entlfC' Fm:

Prevent1on .rnd Lite Safer;. ( ode'> The tn d 
R.Jgf,t, pvrt1t 1n'> nf FlonJJ\ AL1..ess1bi.lm 
(1 ,de .::nJ the D! ,i;i, ers dut1e" and respt ,n•+ 
hiht1es l)t the Huildmg and .r ue Offic1Jb 
.;;l iuuld remain J:, lUITemlv Luntamed m thl' 
rh ,nda Statutl'� The Code J.!ld subsequrnt 
,imrnJ�ent� tbere•o shJll nut i;i, eJken the 
I 1te ':iJiet\ requlfemems ._,.._ pru\ 1ded m J'he 
Fire Prevent1nn Lexie me I 1k Saterv C, iJe 
Jnd am· e'n:>tm� Fi,)nda St.uutes 

11-12. To hJ.\ e an efkLtr\e Buildmg
CuJe::, Sntc:m there mu-,1 be h.1selme r!J.n 
rev1ei;\ , penrnrtmg, Jnd m-.J)L'(Uun requm·
ments c;tated w1thm The Codt' Tho,e 
requ1remenb mu"r result m deJr md .1dt· 
yuJte ...:on�truLt.Jon Cocument" i;i,, hJCh ..._om
pl 1 with The l ode effern\ L -1pphcat1on l it 
cho�e Jocumtnh bv cunttJ.L ttJr5, and urn
torm and eftfftn e enforcement <)t rhv'>t 
d,JLument� JnJ l he Code b, the VJOOU\ 
le\ eb L'f bu1ld1ng Jnd fire otlruJb m thl' 
hit J.l 1uru,d1Ctt\,n:, LtkeTu r.<ie, there c;houlJ 
be :::-t:mdarili, ol Lunduct regJrJmg cude 
l',1mplldnce Jnd enforcement re!Jted to 
Jt:"-, rgn protes�I(lnJh, the con-,rructton 
mdustrv Jild the \ J.nous leH·b of bu1ldwg 
JnJ fire officuJ.., m the locJJ 1ur1S<h.11on 1 () 
tJ13t end, The 8(\Jrd shJJl mt Jude Jll 
ACrrurustratn e Prt 1\ 1S10n� .n l he Code, v. 1th 
J )peufic emphJ-,1.<i ,">n stre,11nl1nmg Jnd 
making more urnturm the pem11ttmg Jnd 
llh]JeLt1on requ1rement\ stJntiJrd.;; for p!Jn 
fL\ Je\\ ,ma emergenc\- pr<xeJures tn effeL
tL:.,tte the �t::�p1 m�e:. ot the mJu-,tr, :rnd 
lr ILJ.l butldmg and hre depJrtmentc; 111 the 
i;i,.1h.e of d1s.1ste1 The�e requJrements 
'ihuuld tJke mt() J.CCOUnt the I\ pe Jnd 1..um, 
ple\1t\ ui con-,tnJLtJcm Vx::a! 1unsd1ct1on-. 
ffiJ\ Jmend the \JmmJStrJtl\e PrnvNOns 
of The Code ( ,fl J !JJruted lw,i-, JS prov1ded 
tn Rl LommemlJt1< 1n III- 1 he1em The RoJrJ 
shJU 'Jpdate the .\Jrruru.�trJ.l1\ t' Prr:,y1c:1un-. 
rJf 1 he Code a� pJn of 1ts tnu1111Jl upt:LtL' 
L\'cle Upon JJ(\pt1un ::iuch A.mtndments 
,h::ill J pply stJ.tew1Je 

11-13. The mitul se!ectu in Je\elc•p
ment Jrid JUoptH ,n ut The CuJe Jnd the 
'lUh)l\JUent upJ.11mg ,)f The ( 1  ide should 
be c1n open ::incl tul lv  p:1rttup..1turv proce.;;-, 
i;i,h1d. must muude J.11 staken( )!Jers m tl1e 
Bu1!Jmg Cc.Je� '1\ ... rem anC , 1the'" mrere�Ct.d 

pJrt1e:, In l•1dt'r 1 1 1  c-nsure ,ut 1 1  J pro1..es::,, 
Tl1e K,_mJ sh,1uld _go he onJ the r..1lemJ.k-
1n;s requrren:en,:-- \d t;_,fl� m C h.,pte'." l 2(1 ( ,t 
trL H ,ndd St.0r JtL:. tr,r nnLLms! r 1! v. ·,:,rk-
-,h< 1p-, .md hunn.;� , numher 1 1t IVOrksh, ,r.., 
and he..1r111g,, Jnd ]ucat.10n ot \\ CJrbhop" 
Jrid heJ.::mgs 1 , ,  ( bum riro,1d �ene:-al j>Ub 
:1l \Lite .md I ll d gu\ ernmenr, .rnJ 1r:du-,
� \I 1kc:lolJer-. mpur, The B\ J.ird should 
hold J. ffillllillUIIl ( ,t o public v. 01 kshop, 
,md he.mo�� Jn ,unJ the StJlL ,;,. hen mu.d
! ,  �...iccrmg r:1e (�l'Je, Jnd ';\ hen JpC:armg 
The 1 1 1de e\ el' 5 vears \\ f.m updating 
The Lode The H< )jfd ::i:ull J.pph,,, but n,Jt 
be I ,1 1und by the Lrrtena set tt 1rth m 
ReL1 1mmend.1t.rJr 11-1 -u -t �t:'!1 1';\' 

11- 1-:l. Tiie l eu1mu] pr0\ 1-,1nns ur The 
(nde CJ.n onh' he .imended bi,, I he BoJrd 
after 1 e\ 1ew and reL 1 ,mmendJt1tins hv the 
TAC The TAC' \\ i l l  re\ 1e\\ ml rmroseJ 
JWLndment Jnd pert�·Jrm Jue dil1genLe 
i;,, 1tt re<,pect to tht' mt.nt 1 1f the proposed 
Jmendment and rnu'>t cons1cln ,rnJ speuf1-
ulh deternune thJt the -tmendmenr meet� 
the !n]lr 1i;i, mg lfllLnJ 
a 1 l ie JmendmL'nt �llJ!l ha, e .t reJ�un,;1ble 

Jnd c;ubstannJl , onnect:tun with the 
ht'Jlth, safctv Jnd welfaic 1Jt the generJl 
p1bl1L, 

b Tht Jmendrntnt v. ill .:itrengtlien or 
1mµru\ e The C( x.le or m tht' 1 J::,e of 
1nnnv1t1on c 11 new techn0lng1, , v.'111 pro
, 1JL equn Jlem < 1r herrer pn •duch, rr.eth
Olb ur ',\ stem::, 

c nw JJTiendmen: ._,dJre<;,:,ec; "pectlic, locJ.l 
Cl)ndmons th.n 1u..,tJfv the more -;tnngent 
0r 1mpro,·ed uiJt prm l..':itnn\ nccessJri,. 
tn r'"otect ufe ,1rd prurerv 

d Th{_ J.mendmenr d, _,e<; not d1'>Lnm1r.Jte 
Jg.imst matenal, products methods or 
�\ 'items of demL•mtr1ted cJp,1hilmes 

e The .ur..en<lment l1nes not der.;�Jde l.f.e 
etfet t1\ eness , ,t J he CuJe r1r C1:,de 
sv�tem and 

f The proposed J.!llL'ndment me Jude" J hs
ul rmpJct ,tJtecwnt which duLuments 
the u>�t and henL FJl<; of the rrnpcN __ d 
J.mendmem 

\X1h1!e the ove1 .t!l net benefit 1 1 ) the 
he:ilth, .... 1fetv Jnd \\eltJre of tht' puhhc 1-, 
the µnm.m fact• 1r \\ hen Lun�1Jermg 
amenJmenG tn Tht Cude, The B1 1:ud must 
1lsn �reufKallv cun'>1der mform.it1on on 
rhe pritent1Jl co�t JnJ benefits ot the pr,}
pn�ed J.!llendment "trJ :-hall e�t.tb!1,h cme
na t1x r_he f1�cil 1mp 1cr \Lltemem Jnc!uded 
111 th.11 Lnteru �h1_Ju!d he the lITlfl,ll t ru locJl 
gO\,emment relat1H t( ) enforcemer1t, the 
lillPJ{_1 to propem J.nJ buJCmg nwner� J.'.:> 
v. ell J'- tt1 mJmtn rt l.1rn e t0 'lll l ,,::,t , it
1..omrl1Jnce If the mt,_,rrnJt10n 1" nt 1t rtle
VJnt or ]" 1mobtlinc1ble J sutemrnt to that
effeLt -,J10uld � prn\ 1deJ F.1tlure howev
er, t1 J mdude :.'115 ,n1, irn1dt:on ffiJ\ he cJu�e
tor re1eu,un of the prnpu'.'.>ed a:nendment

Tht' TAC ffiJ\ reu 1mmend to The B,).1rd 
that thL prr 1poseJ Jrnendment hJ" ment t� >r 
locJl .1pplicatton �tJt,•v,, _de JppliLJt1110 , ,r 
tf'.Jt 1[ !JJ-, n1i merit RLLCIT1illencltt1< 10:, of 

�5  

the TAI
° 

must be  by ..1 mamntv n t  the L>\C 
The B, 1.1rd mav aci ("P[ nr re1ect Jm cf the 
TAt� .., re ... , 1mmend.Ju, )fl� 

The Bc,ard should e'>Llb11-,n thL mtle
stune ei,enb and dJ.tl''> uf It:5 recurnng 3 
yeJr JnK ndment L\de Cxcept ,1<, pr1Jv1deJ 
Ce rem I echruul Amendmenb rn,11 ue i::ru
pc,-.td Jt Jr.111me u�1 t, i the cur-1 ,tt J,;1te 
est..1bl1'>hLd by The lk-.trd, and all 1 e1..hrucJl 
Amendments Jppro\ ed bv The B, urd will 
beo:,mL dtC:ctn e m uir.1unct10n ,, 1tl, Ule 
15suan..-:L ,Jt r..�e ne\1 \ LNOn ,.1t Tlw lode, 
�s J.menJt..d, Jt the , c,ndm10n ot 1b _:I year 
cvde 

In 1Jd1t1on to The Bo::trds emt rgenC\ 
v�\\ t:f\ set t01J1 111 f<l'L(lffilnenGJ.tt( lll II- 1-
dunng the 111ma1 _:I i,,t Jr penod <:if The 
Cude TJ1<.:: Board m.1v .1rprove Tet hrncal 
Amendment<, once J H·c1r for 'itdtt:Vr t<le 
.1ppltt Jr1nn based up( Jn J superm.111 inti,. 
1 ote thJt dd-tvmg the Jpphut1on O JJ the 
Jmendrm nt �ou]J bi: u intrJI) to the 
health <,Jfetv and welfare of the public or 
the amenJment prflv 1de:. Jr. ecunumJC 
ad\ .muµe t< , the con..,umer .'\11 mil nm 
amendmt nts con �1Jered by The B, urd shall 
be approved utlilzmg the proce�., "et torth 
Jho,e '! he up(btm\.; 1 if rhe Ct ide, ho\, e\ 
er 15 nut �ub1eL: to th1.., re, 1ei;i, rn 1cec;, The 
lnGe 1'> m-,read up.fated through rhe rule
makmg mJ pubhc v.i irkshup prou'.s� �et 
forth 111 lkrnmmenJaLinn II-13 Jtx\\e 

Lou! T echrucal Amendment-, tu The 
Cnde c:hnulJ be puhh\Led h\· The BoJrd 
on J ::,tJtL'w1de ba-;1�. mdudmg puhl1LJt10n 
111 the Flt lncl.1 Adnum-,tr,1t1ve Weeklv The 
BnJrd �huu!J mamtJ!O l ( )pte� of a;J pru-
po:ied I dunn� the c, cle ! Jnd .1J,:,ptL d I Jher 
the nck·l fechrucal Ar:1endmem� m J. for
mJ.t whKh ,� m,able and obtJmable h) the 
puhhc, @ ludmg thrnugh electroml me.:int:i 

11-15 The BoctrJ -,huuid rr..amtJ.in 1 li,t
r ,t .r.tere-.teJ parties Jnd prrn1de thn"e md1-
v1Jua],._ w 1rh not.Ke::, of ru!eTil:lkmg JnJ of 
workshor" and heannlc!-, fhe Board �hould 
d1::,�emm._,1e mf,>rrTIJt1on on code J<ll1pt10n, 
updates Jnd Jmendmtrrt) to J.il mten:-,red 
p:ime'> Jnd ,.,u.keholder" making mJ\Jmum 
use of elellrnmc meJm -,uch a) the 
Inter:-iet J.nJ \\ "EB p::ige� 

II-16. -\]] , )f The Bt •Jrd " J(.::1,1n" Jre
::.L'.bjelt tu the procet:iso !� -,er fnrth m 
Section L.'.l l  '17 of the Fl, lrJdJ StJrute-, 
except thJ.t the Admm1,tr.H 1ve Law judge'::, 
order shJI! lie fmal JgLnt \ JU1on 

11-17. II The Buard tinU'i th.1t -tn imme
diate danger tn the puhl1l heJ!th, safet}', nr 
IVelfare rcqurres emergt nq J.cUon !'he 
Bo,ud ffiJ\ Jdnpt am rnle neces<,rtateJ [\\ 
6e .mmed1.,.[e dange :n JCcorCanct \\ 1th 
�ection 12( J  .:; .. H 9 J, Floml.i St.ltutes 

The B, )Jrd ,hJll provide techn1t ,tl 
Js:;s1stanu:• tn loCJ! huJJmg Jnd fire dep.m
menl'- m , 1rJer to promtite m.::...,;:unum .., , ,m
plJJnce wnh the ISO 5 Butldmg--Code 
Effectrvene-,, GraJ.mg 'it beclule FlondJ. 1s 
-,Lhedu!ed t< , be re-eva!u.;.ted b\ the I':>L) m 
chc- \·e-tr 2(11111 
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FOl-NDATIONS A;\'.D 
RE CO ivL'v!E'-1D A TIO NS 

Fm_TNDATION Ill 
LOCAL ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE CODE 

he Code shall be 
administered, interpret
ed and enforced by 
local government 
Building and Fire 

Offic1als, Local government may 
amend certain defined portions of the 
Admirnstr:itive Provisions of The Code 
on an :1nnu:1l basis, so long :is such 
:imendments improve or are more 
strmgent than The Code \Vith the 
exception of emergencies, Technical 
Amendments to The Code may only 
be m:ide by The Board, Deos1ons by 
Mumc1pal and County Buildmg and 
Fire Officials may be appe:iled to the 
local Board of Appeals and may be 
subsequently appealed to The Board 
The Board shall have the power to 
render written Bindmg Interpretations, 
.ipphed prospectively, of any prov1-
s10n of The Code, :it any time, includ
ing upon the written request of :iny 
subst::mtiJ!ly :iffected party 
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FOL�'DATIO\ III 
Recommendations 

ID-1. A :-iut(_v,. 1Je But!dmg \ ,< ,dt 
shoukl not JK t.lte tht: hm,mes.., ruLtices 
of lrn .. Jl bu,IJmg u1 foe dep.1rt1 11e11b, 
except as :iut h pr:1ctices ..ire e">'>entJJl t1 ) 

producmg .1 -.L)unJ effectn e Bui!dmg 
Crxks '-\ '-lem \\ hKh 1-, \ ltJ.! t,) the over
J.ll welfare 1 1t the entire State :--.uh1t Lt  to 
and co:1:::.1:::,tt nt \\ 1th the 
RecommenJJt\l m:::. m this Rep, 1rl, ) 1  )CJ.I 
government -.,huuld estabh..,h Ll 1t bu:::.1-
ness prJd1cc·, < ,f 1ts hu1ldmg .1nJ ftrt_' 
departmt:nt-. , mt '.udmg the <:-eltlns!: ut 
permit fee::- \t the s.1me tllllt' hO\\> e, er 
to ha, e Jn effLLt1ve Bulidmg l l1dn 
Svstem, there mu'-£ b,e baselml' pl.m 
review, penrntrmg, and mspect11 m 
requtremenb :it.iced wtthm Tlw t i i<le 
that re�ult m I mh cleJr J.nd aJequ.\tt' 
construLtll m <luL uments v. hIC:i u)[l:plv 
with The C<Jde bemg permitted L !-tect1\ e 
Jpphc.mon , Jt Lh1 >.'le documt:.nt'- h\ u >n
tractors J.nJ 1 1\\ ner·bm!Jer..., , .rnd uni
form and dfeL tJVe enfurLement ol chn'>e 
document'> ,mJ The Code by the v J.nuus 
le\ els of butldmg J.nd fire otht 1J.J..., m the 
!ocJ.l 1unsJ1l l1un Like,;,, 1se there �hould
be stanJ..m.b ot l unJult resJ.rdm� LOde 
complianLe .rnd enforcement rcL!ted t(J 
design prnfrs-,1tmals res1denti.1\ Je:,1gn
ers, the comtruLt1nn mdustn' .md the
vdnous level.., of hu1ldmg and tlfe offt
cul:-. m the !oLJ.I 1unsd1Lt1on

To th.H t nd J.l1 .-\dm1rustr.1tn e 
Pro\ 1:,100� ot I he CoJe mcluJmg loc..11 
amendment.... thereto shoulJ emphJ-,1Ze 
streamlmmg ,m<l makmg ffiL)fe umt01m 
the permlttmg .rnd mspectlon ! t'Ljlltre
ments, standJr<l::- for plan re\ 1cw, JnJ 
emergencv prnt edures to dtet tuJ.te the 
responses ot the mdustry .md lrJL ti 
buildmg and ftre depJrtmenb m the 
,;,,3.ke ot d,�.1':>ter Therefore , l t 1c1I 
amendment'> lo the Adm1mstr Jtt\ e 
Prov1s1ons nt l he Code shouid he- !tout
ed tn the t( ;l]rm mg 
- number J.nd t1 re of mspectl< m

requrrement.'i abO\ e the minimum
e::iwbh::ihed m The Code,

- number Jnd JJd1t1onal 4uJltf1, J.t1un�
of the Ya11u11..., level'> of butkhng J.nd
fire otf1uah m the locJ! 1umd1t tt{ ln
Jbove the m1mmums e.,tJ.hli"ihcJ m
The CoJe,

- the form for .1 buildrng permit ,1pphc.1-
t1on Jbm l' the m1rumum estJbl1::ihed m
The Code,

- ::iubnuttJI ruiuuements tor pl..111
review

- perrrut tee �Lhedule,
- remspection tee :-(_hedule
- abandlinment
- tune extt'n...,F m..,
- commencement ot work Jnd
- build-out pc11od

Alluw.1.hle A..Jm1rustrat1ve
Amendment.':- mJV be :i.dopteJ nnle per 
ve.1r hv Jm 1un-;U1LHun 

lll-2. _-\.I.I b.::Jlh Jd• 1pLLJ 
Admm,...,tL,m e  .-\mendmulh --h.,11 be 
tr.m...,m1tteG m their entll t' li trJ The Bc,ard 
Jnd ...,hJ.11 t,ecome dft:'ctr\ L npun tr:1ns
m1.,...,1, ,n ur the etfectn 1c dJtl' ..::ontamed m 
the .imendment whtchew.'r 1s later The 
BnJni -,] ull include m thl mitul J.Juptllln 
of 1 hl Cl •de .1 cle.ir def1rnu\m of \Vnat 
u m'-tttutn .-\Jrr1.L.--:1::itr,ttl\ e re!Jtl\'e tn 
The ( ,  1dc u.n<l ..,f'.Jll Je-,11c;n,1te n h.1t JreJ:
v. 1thlll �he Admm1strJ.tl\ c PH •\ l"tons of
The ( , ide mJy be JmLndeJ J,_,callv The
Comnn-.c;ion behe-..-es the ,\dm1mstrauve
Prnv Non� nf The Cc ,dt' ...,buuld be
ddmel; 1� :ht.1'>e ,uh1eLt .ireJ� thJt du nut
ph'r -,1ulh di ell the J.e::i1c;n nr 1...onstn :c._
t1on r i! J buddmg "itruCLu te ur sef\ ICt:
...,y-,tern fhe 1:,-,ue of ,;,, hetht: r J.n amend
ment 1.., m faLt "Admm1::-tr.lt1ve" 1::i fmt 
Jppt .dJ.h!e by a subsuntully .1ffected
pJ.rtv t, , J. !ocal Bo.uJ ut A1 1pe:1b ( if une
ex1':it" l mJ Ulen to T;1e H(J.m.:

III-3. All locally aJ, 1pteJ
Adm 1 1mlrJ.tl\ e .-\.mendmt'nh .;;hJll be 
puhlt'>lwJ hy utle m J Ot'\\ ',p:1pe1 ut 
genc r.i l l l lLUIJ.tton m .1nd b1, the 1unsdIC
tJon \\ here the amendment v., J-., J.dopt
eJ Tlut ruhl1uttnn ...,h,:,uld mdude 
mto1 mJ.t ll1n on the a\ J1Lthhti of the full 
te:--t nt the A.mcnJment I he BoJ.rd sh.1.ll 
ma1ntJ. lll copies ot .1.nd puhl1sh, all 
.1doptL d AdIIlilllstratn t Amendments JS 
pJrt ot l bL: Code m J fnrm.lt "'h1ch ts 
us,thk Jnd 1JbtJ.m:1ble h) the pubhc, 
mdudmg through elt.ctronu.: meJns The 
JJ( )ptmg 1urN.hLt1<;n �h.1 11 mJke reJ.dth 
JYa1L1hle m J. smgle JuLL1ment all 
J.dt\ L Ir ,ulh J.dl)p!ed A.dm1m�trJ.U\ t'
A..rm'ntlments

III-<!. It 1-., the re<,pomth1lity of the 
1 aw iu'> levels of the buil(lmg .mJ fire 
code < itt 1uJls m the )0ul 1unsJ1d1on t,1 
ent1 •t( l. I he Code on .111 r,ubli.: J.r.d pr -
\ ah" �h \ d, ,pment v., hKh 1::i wbJt:.Ct tu 
The Cc._,Je o� ners uf Jll proiects requlf
mg J hutldmg permit , ll1l luJmg ::-.tJ.te 
Jgenun .rnd local schnol boJ.1d�. should 
he re4u1reJ to pav a fee e....iabhshed hv 
the !nu[ ,1uthont',, m 1:irJer to CO\ er the 
LD"t , ,! .1dm1rustenng the rermttted J.ctn -
1t1L '> 11 ! the ,o,;,, ner's prl i1elt �uch fees 
should he e-,ubhshed b, the lo...:al gm 
ernmg h( idy and should be used solely 
to ':>UppL•ll the loLJl bu 1ldmg JnJ fire 
dep.utment:-. m c.1rrytnl!: ( ,ut ..::ode 
enforLement respom1h1ltt1es 
!\1umup.1lmes and count1e-, ...,houlJ 
qrongh Ll.ins1Jer mterlnul J.greement<; 
v- 1th one Jnuther or uintr.tltS v. 1th pn
\J.te t'ntlt1e� f or purpn...,e'i < if perfornung
thelf L'nfrAcement fuott1, 10.'i The BoJrd
should t'.'itJbh.'ih cnten,1 \vh1ch shall be
met ! iv pm J.te e:1t1t1e.., \\ hKh contrJ.ct tL1 

pertrn m such tunct1on� In estahhsh111g
thJt Lnteru Tr.e Bu.1rJ ,lull J.ddres::i
smh thmgs as equn JknL v ut ::ieIY!Le,
confl t( t uf interest, hah1htv , 1murance
Jnd 1, lng-term .1.ccount.1b1licv State or
reg1nnJI Jgennes " 1th :-peuJ! expernse

c6 

, ,n bu1idrng G •dL" rd,tteJ 1e:,r,un.;;1h1lit1e, 
...,b,_,u]J pr,:,nde "liP�..,, 1rt tn the lc,cJJ .�( J , 

l rnments, J.':- t t-:que...,tcJ :\"othm� .n fhi: 
LL)Je 5hould J1mm1-,h the role 0r J.uth< •r-
1tv of the owner t 1 1  L·n -.,ure thJ.t ns '-rn if
ll non -cude requn t  menrs J.re met Tlll', 
Recommend:1t1, in 1 ..., n, it mtended t{ , prt>
empt the )tJte I m \!Jr'>hal or the 
D1\ 1.;;1on of R.J.;;l,. \[J.rugement frnm l l ,n
duL t1ng m"rectK,n-, Jce:11ed neLe)s.i.n 
IL,r ':>JfEtv Jnd 1murJnLe pLrpo::ie..., 

ill-5. The tundJ.mt.'.ntal purpose < 11 
tl 1e Phn Review Pr1 Kt')S 1:, tu ensure thJ.t 
the subIT11tteJ rlJn" .tre m compl!Jnlt' 
\\ 1th The Code 'I !ut purp( \se v- 1!! be 
�uccec;,;;tullv Jd11t.,\ u..! b\ ensunn',.; thJt 
ILLjUlfements JlL e'itJblished .ind met b\ 
clll mdtYtduJh 111\ , J ived 10 the Pl.m 
lkv1ew Proce'>':>, ..,peuhc.ally the 111...emc·d 
Di:'>tgn Protess1nml, Residential 
[ )e..,1gner J.ml tht' PLm..., Re\ 1ewer ThL 
pnmJIY re�pon-.1l 1 1 lity 1_1t the Lc.emL d 
De.:i1gn Profec;;;;1rm.d ur Re�1dent1al 
Dt'::-1gner m the l'b.m Re\'lev. Proce�� 1.., 
t< , enc;ure thJt th Jocumenr:, �ubnJJtteJ 
.ue m u)mphmt t w ith The Code The 
PIJ.m ReV1e\ver·..., rnm.uv respons1h1l!ty 
1::i to condu<.t J fL, 1ew of sublllltted d1 ll -
uments to hdp en...,ure the¥ are m u 1m
plunce � 1th The Cude In ,)rder to pro
!TI()te an effel tn e ett1c1ent Jnd uniform 
pl.m re\·1ew prncL .,..., -md to etfectu.1te 
tlut purpo�e, The HoJrd should devdop 
rt''}Utrement':l .md gu1dehnes for tht: ], iul 
pl.in review pHll e.,...,, to be mcurporJted 
m The Codt. mduJmg 
Requirements 

- .\lmunum quJht1L J.t1om anc cxpen
ence for pbn re\ 1ew personnel,

- .rvhmmum pbn , <intent anJ subm!ltJI
requuement'- 1 m the form c,f a chu k
li::it 1 

- Bu.:::.eill1e pe,..mittmg Jucumentc; 'ilH b 
a-,, permtt Jpphuuum checkfr;t.;; ell 
to whICh luc.11 �uvernment cm aJJ, 
but not detrJ.ct, 

- Procedures f1 ir hJ.ndlmg te-LhnKalh 
incomplete nr tnJ.t Lurate plan ."iubm1t
t.1ls, mdu<lmg mtormmg the J.pphu
ble J.uthonn 'i\ hen techrnolh muJm
plete or UlJ.LLUrJ.te plJm :1re 
wns1stenth �11bm1tted and 

- L"ruform �tanJ .. mh t()r evJluatmg
ltcen::ied design pr0fe.;;s10nal.;; and rc·...,1-
dent1al Jes1gnt r'> performance v.- 1th
regJ.rd to perm1ttmg documents they
::iubrrnt

Guiddincs 

- ProVL',tOm for C( 1urJmat.1on J.mong .1.nJ
between loc.11 nl fo:e.;; -with re 1, 1evv
re.,pons1b1ht1es dike bmldmg and fne
off1C1:1ls vnth re:-pecr tn butldmg code,
life safen- u,JL JnJ fire pre\ entlnn
LOde and StJlt , ir reg,.•nal .1genc1e::i
wuh specu! e:-..pert1.;;e on butldmg Jnd
tire J.nd life '>Jkty code rela.ted
respons1btl1tte.., l ,

- Pruv1s1ons fnr opuoml prehmmarv
plan reqev. ,



_ prov1::-1ons for tlmeh t eviews hased on
construction pro1ect complex1tv and

_ Pruus1ons for out-'>ourung of plan
revicws 

IIl-6. The fundamentJ! purpme r)f 

the Inspecaon Process l'i to :issure thJ.t

the butldmg l)f stnllture ts bemg con
srructed m subsuntral compliance with
the pemuttcd documents and o ;�es In
ordei tu prnmote Jn dfectrve, efhGent
and umform 111-,pectt1Jn process and 
cffecnnte that purpnse, The BoJrd
should Jevdop requirements J.nd guide
lines for the mspectton process to bc ful
lov.ed by the Contractor, Res1Jentw.l
Designer, Ltcemed Design Professional
and the vJ.nc,uc; levds of Bu1ld111g
Off1Culs m the local 1urnd1Ct10n, ,md to 
the e}.1:ent not duplicated by rel]_rnrement:,
and guideline,;, est.1bhshcd bv the St.1te 
Fire M.1r.;;hal to be tolln�ved by the Frre 
Officul m the local 1unsd1Cttun and to be 
mcorpornted m The Code, J.S follows 
Requirements: 

- IT13ndJtory Illllllmum number and
types of mspectinn,

- mandatory issuance of certlfICate,;;, of
occupancy/completmn,

- documentat10n for nottung of failed
mspeLtions as to nnn-comphance to
coJe sections,

- prm, 1�100s fur J.v.11lab1hty of pernutte<l
plans and documents on the 106-stte

- procedures fnr not1ft.,::at10n of code
v1olat1on to the contractor or a respon
sible agent of the contrJ.Ltor, and

- signature of contractor or licensed
de'-1gn profe,smnal I when onc 1-,
requrredJ, ur thelf des1gnee, on permit
mspectlon forms J.t the Job--,ne at
ma1or milestone 1m,pect1on pomts
pnor to loc.11 government mspectlun,
venf\rmg that work has been donc as
reqrnred by The Code

Guidelines: 

- rotatJ.on of mspectors work .1re:1
assignment (where there 1s more than
one mspector m a Jurn,dtctton)  m
orde1 to, among other thmgs, provide
ample opportu01ty for expenenced,
cmss-tramed personnel tu be av .1tl:1ble
to 1ss1st other local governments :is
appropnate, but espec1allv m the
event ,)f a disaster, Jn<l to mm1m1ze
the potential for conflicts of mterest,

- reasonable time fra.mc<; betv.reen
receipt of requests tor an mspcct10n
and the conductmg of the mspcctron,

- access to V\ ork bemg mspected
- prov1S1ons for out-sourcmg of 1mpec-

t1on servrce"
- equatmg the number of mspections to

Vv h1eh an mspector rs a�s1gned to the
comple:nty and trme allocation given
to the inspector,

- pre-mspectJ.on checkmts to be used bv
the rcs1dent1al designer or hcen.,ed
<le:,1gn professional Jnd contrJctor

- level of contractor -,uperv1S1on needed

to .1'-n1eve ade4uate code cumpharn.e 
of the cnnstruc tit m tn prerar J.t1on for 
.in m:,peLtlon, and 

- rnmponenb of the contractor 4u.1hty
c1.c;surance, cuntro] pJan.., as referenced
111 Recnmmencb.tion IV-9 mdudtng
use of pnVJ.tc' 1mpect,J1 S J.nd suggest
ed frequency trJr m.imtenance of prop
erty mspect1on'-

ill-7. In effectuc1.tmg sound, umtorm 
and stre.imlmed plan review J.nd mspec
tmn processes, Jou.I go\ ernmcm :,hould 
con,;;;1der contractmg v,nth pnYate md1i,,1d
uals or entities who hold J. current 
hc en:,e under PJ.rt XIII ot Chapte1 '-±68 of 
the FlondJ. Statu.tec; for some or J.l! of 
the plan review J.nd mspeLtlon funL -
tion'i The Boa1d should develop guidc
lmes and quahlic.1t10n� for local govern
ment tv uttlizc when pur:,umg p.1rtul or 
full pnvar1z:1t1on of bmldmg department 
functions mdudmg equn,Jlencv of ser
vtce, cnnt11ct of mte1 est, reqrnrements 
for competency, hJb1hrv, msurJ.nce and 
long-term c1.c.countJb1litv 

ill-8. The Board should develop a 
"Mutual A1d Prugram' whJCh 1s orgarnzed 
through the Depanment of Commurutv 
Affalfs Smee FlondJ. would hJ.ve .1 :,mgle 
S1:J.tew1de Code the pnmary purp<J'-e of 
such a Program Wf•ul<l be to provide Jn 
eff1nent supply of \'anous len:ls of butld
mg and frre ofhctals, de�ign profrss1on
als .1nd v.1nous leveb of constructJ.nn 
mdustrv mdn, 1duals, tJ.ken from around 
the State, to be d1spakhed to J.',Stst m the 
rebmldmg effort 111 an areJ whICh hJ.s 
been hit \Vlth disaster 

The ProgrJ.m should mdude 
1 Prov1S1ons fnr nurnmum post-disaster 

structural mspect1on s and procedure<; 
t Unsafe occupancv 1 

2 ProviMons for emergency perm1ttmg 
. .md mspectmn pnxeJurec; and 

3 Prov1s1ons for e�tabh,hmg contaLt 
with emergency management 
per:,onnel and other State .1nd federal 
agencies 
ill-9. Field Interpret1t1ons of The 

Code �hall be rendered bv the local 1un5-
d1ct1nn's Butldmg Offtctal or des1gnee 
except on issues relatmg to thc Life 
:::.afetv Code and Fue Prevention Code m 
which cJ.c;e Field IntcrpretatJ.ons �hall r>e 
rendered by the local Ftre Offtcul or 
des1gnee .llld whenever feasible, LOID
muruc.1tcd to the Bu1ldmg Official It 1s 
essential to thc o,, erall effectn;enes-, ot .1 
Bu1ldmg Codes '.)y<:,tem that a closc, regu
lar communteJ.t10n and LOopcratJ.on 
()('LUf betwecn the butldmg and fire offi
culs Loc3l JUnsdictrons should take all 
steps practical to phySJLJ.liV co-locate 
these offtc13.lc; and to orgJmze to hilllt 
overlJppmg re<;ponsibtlities E,;en m the 
best of c!fcumstances, there mav be con
fuctmg mterpretJ.ttons bv Bmldmg and 
Fife OffIC1als Confhctmg mcerpretanon:, 
should be resolved by agreement 

2-:' 

between Butldmg .1nd Fue Offlc1:1l.., m 
favnr nf the requtremenr which offers the 
greatest degree of life safety or Jltema
tl.Vc''- whKh would pwv1de an equrvalcnt 
degrce of life sa.frtv and an equrvalent 
method of comtructlon 

ill-10. Appeals from the Field 
InterprctJ.t1ons shJll be heard and detcr
mmed by the Butldmg Offlnal on mat
ter<; relatmg to The Codc, except rel.itive 
to 1::,:,ues of the Life Safety Code or Flfe 
Prevention Code, m whICh cJ.c;e, such 
Jppeal,;; sh.1ll be heard and Jetermmed 
by the Fire OffJCtal Further 111tcrpreta
t100 of the Buildmg Off1cia]1Code 
AdITlllllstrator and the Frre Offic1J.i shall 
he appe.ilable to :i local Board of 
Appeal, 1f one ex1stc; The dec1S1ons of 
either the local Boards of Appeal ( if one 
exists l or the Butldmg Official or Fire 
Off1u.i.l shall be sub,;;equently appealahle 
to The Board However, dc'CL':,tOns of a 
Butldmg Official which, based on The 
Code, declare structure.., to be umafe 
and sub1cct to repalf or demohtton shall 
not bc appeahble to The Board 1.f the 
Jou! goverrung body fmd,;; there 1s an 
unmed1ate danger to the health J.nd ,;;afe
ty ot 1ts C1t1zem, All .1ppeab shall be 
heard m the county of the 1unsdKt1on 
defendmg the Jppeal Actiuns of The 
Board .1re sub1ect to the appellate 
proces<i as set forth m Semon 120 57 of 
the Flom.la Sta.tutec; ex(ept thJt the 
Adm1mstratrve Llw Judge s order shall 
be tmal agency amvn 

ill-11. The Board shall be 1utho
nzeJ to issue wntten Bmdmg 
Interpretations, which shall only apply 
prospectively, of any provis10n of The 
Code at J.Oyt1IDe , mdudmg tho,e cur
remly under Ul.':,pute, and shall render 
such Bmdmg InterpretJ.ttons upon the 
wntten request of anv mterested party, 
mcludmg local guvernment The Bmdmg 
Interprctat10ns of The Board J.re subject 
tu the processes as <iet forth m Section 
120 57 of the Flonda Statutes, except 
that the Adnumstrattve Lav.- Judge's 
order shall be fmal agency JLtl.on 
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REC rJM:\1 EKDA TIO>l .S 

Fot.JNDAT!O!'C IV 

STRENGTHENING COMPLIANCE 
AND ENFORCEMENT 

1thout knowledge
able and cuns1stent 
compliance by users 
and ,trong enforce
ment bv govern

ment, Flonda -will not have an effec
tive m er:dl Building Codes System In 
aJdit10n to a strong code, a nia1or cor
ner:,tone ot Jn effecuve Bu1ldmg 
Code, Svstem 1:, .1 clear delmc·.1t10n of 
e;1ch partinpant's role and :1ccount
ab1hty for performance in th;H role 
Re\\'ard and rec ogmt1on balanced 
with strong, appropnate discipline are 
keys to success There must be a for
mal prucess to obtam credentuls. and 
the Sy:,tem must hold credenualed 
design construct1on and enforcement 
profe:,.,1onals :iccountable for the11 
performance m the11 respective roles 
The Srstem must re4ulfe and provide 
opportunity for educat10n and training 
necessary tor each p;imci pant to fullill 
the11 rnle competently. 
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FommATION IV 

Recommendations - Roles· 
IV-1. At ,1 mmunum The B1 iJ1d :,Juli

dev elop J.nJ pubh:,h J. document v, luch 
contams detd1lt tJ Jescnplluns nf 1 he roles 
..1.nJ respon-.1b1httt'" uf the Ou1nt!t, 
Licensed Design I'nfesswmil Re,1dl'llfWI 
Des1gnl!1 ContraL tur and foml Bwliimg 
and Fm! Cui.it Ojj1t'zafr, Th.it document 
may J.1,o com:un de".icnpoons fur nthe1 
partlop.mts JOV( ,lved m the But!dmg 
Codes System In Jevelopmg the:::.e 
<le".icnptiorn The Bo.u<l ::.huul<l u m...,tJer 
the follov. mg 
J I  Ounas .ue r(..,pc..,n:::.1ble for the gLner.11 

requ1rements ut rhetr pro1ect Jnd brr
mg quJhf1ed dt '>1gn profe�1C>r1Jb res1-
dent1al de...,1gocr'> and other rnn-.ul
tants , and cnntractors It 1s the Owner 
that the puhlK ulnmately look'> tu tor 
fmal complt.111Le \\. 1th The Cudt "L' 
the Owner <,]lJre-. m the re-.pnn::.1htl1n 
for complJJnu: 

bl The CnJe proct'>'> recogmze'- thJ.t not 
every proJ( ( t reqmres J L1cen::,L'd 
Design Proft's::i1onal However, t, )I 
those proJeLh Jn<l perffilt applKJttons 
" here J Ltcrn�ed Design Profe..,..,1onal 
1s required the Licensed Design 
Profess1on..1l 1s re<:,pnns1ble for proJu<..
mg and fthng quahty, clear, an<l J(_CU
rJte documents which a.re m Lnmph
ance with The ( ode 

For tho�e pro1ects where multiple 
l.J.censed De..,ign Profess1onab Jre 
requrred h\ contract or Lrn "1 
Pnnc1pt1J Df!\l�n Professional -,hciulJ 
be 1dentif1ed . .md that mme subm1ned 
to the Buil<lmg Ofiic1al JS part of the 
pemut apphCJtton subm1ned The 
Pnnc1pal De�ign Profe�s1onJ.l 1'> 
respons1hle tor coordU1J.t1on of eJch 
Jnd e\ t'r\' J<;pecL of the design p,1.ck
age, mclu<lmg Jcung as J. pomt of con
tact for the re".>t L'f the lteense<l design 
profess1onJ!.., mvolved J.mi the pro1ect 
team dunng the design revtew, ,mJ 
construLt1on phJ.;;es of the proJt'L t rnd 
for \ enfvmg th.u the VI-ork 1s complete, 
cons1Stent, competent an<l complies 
v.-1th the Jpproved plms The Pnnnpal 
Design Profe<;s10nJl should be J 
Flond.J. hcemul J.rdutect, engineer, or 
lJ.ndscape .1rLh1tect and shoul<l !1Jve 
..:ontraduJ.! rc..,pons1b1hty Jn<l ,.1uthorrry 
for coordm.itton of Jll reqmred design 
d1Sc1plme'> In Jdd1t1on the PnnupJI 
Design Pmfe<:,s1onJ.I must hJ.\e the 
appropriate rt.g1strat1on, e::-.penence 
and compelt.'nce to serve m thetr 
capac1tv h.1.'>ed on spec1f1c proiect 
requirement<, 

c )  In FlondJ J m.11or percentJge of <,lll
gle-famtlv ru,1Jent1al housmg ¥- hKh 1s
at nsk nf weather-related damagL' IS
designed by non-licensed Re�1dcnt1al
Des1gnm Design and comtructton
documenb from such res1dent1Jl
designer,;; for smgle-famtl} home� must

meet ! be c-,de Ho\\ t \ e1 1t 1s the 
CLintudur _1r ()wner 'i\bn 1.., ultmuteh 
re:::.pnn..,1bie for thJt dL -,1gn ht- cau..,e It 
1s thl 1 'untrJctor or Chvnu i;,,.hu 
oht,110<, the bmldmg rern11t ::md 
'>L'LUre" 1eq_uired msptLtJ(ins J.n<l the 
Lertlhl alte ut OC1...UpJ.IlL I' Current 
Fli 1nJ.1 \J\\ for Design P:1 1tes:::.1tm.1ls , 
the rdote exempts J mJ1ur poruon of 
the -;mgle-farruly design m<lusL;; from 
hct n<,ure .ind regubtt< 1n, n:>'>uhmg m 
thou..,,rnJs of structure'> ht mg con
stnJLtcd eJch year w1tl1uut J.nV p.1rt1u
p.1t11 ,n hv a licensed Jc..,1gn profe'>
'-llin,tl _-\11 Res1dent1JI ne-.1gner-, 
shoul<l he requrred to hulJ m O<..LUp.J.
tionJl license aml -;hould, Jt a rruru
mum, U)mplete a cc,re m, ,dule nf edu
C.ltl{ ln, '-ULh as the one thJt would be 
otferLd b\· the Code 1r,11nmg ProgrJ.m 
1 _.,et tl ll1h 1Il RecommenUJt10n f'l-10, 
hert 1n 1  "- HI! J focu.;; un re".>Jdentul 
code" as a reLJurrer1ent tL1 < 1bt.un JnJ 
retJUl .1n Occup.1t1onJl LKerne 

di Cuntractors J.re respon.<:,1ble for qualnv 
cont1 , >I .ind comphJJKe with The Code 
reLtt1ve tv their .icu, 1t1e<, m the con
stn1Lt1on pr,xess In fulf1\hng thJt 
obh1c;atllon, the Contr,Ktor �hould be 
re<,pnm1hle for 
1 1  L1hummg bm!Jmg permit:, and 

.m.mgmg for mspec thlOS of the 
Wl ,rk .l-':> reqrnred hv governmentJl 
..1gt·ncie�, 

2 1  u_1nstructlllg the i;,,.01h. .rnd m a.i:.H.ir
dJ.nce VI- 1ch code reqrnrements 

j I util1L1ng code-comrl1J.nt construc
t.1nn doLUments, 

'-± l t.kvelopmg a strong quJ.hty control 
p1 , >grJ.m to ensure thl quality of 
the ,;\ork bY performmg or �uper-
\ 1.:;mg J.nV or .1.ll pJrh of the pro1ect, 
and 

:; l du el tmg all 1ob--s1te .;;aiet) pro
gTJ.ms means Jnd methods of con
,;;trut t1un and the orderly coordma
tHm of subcootrJ.LtOr".> an<l 
'>upplters 

e l  Local Gu1 ernment Bu ifdtnR anJ Fire 
Cude Ofjlcials, J.� defined b\ current 
b� , .1re responsible for compliance 
anJ enforcement of Tht' !~ode In 
Jomg :::.o, they are respon-;1ble for 
J.�'>Lmng that the pruiect I':> m comph
.J.nce v.1th The Code through plan
re, te\\ , the JS':,UJOle ,)f l ()D.':,tfUCtlon
perm1t5 J.nd cemf1C.1te, ot occupanC} ,
and thruugh the penoJ1L mspection of 
the prn1ect These fum t1ons help
emure thJ.t the prc,1ect 1.., m comph
anLl' with The Code In fulf1llmg these
ubhg.1t1onb, the LoCJ.l Bu1l<lmg Jnd
Fire CL>de Offic1.1ls mu"t
l I render mteroretJt1om uf The Code 
2 )  .1Jv 1se the a°i:.'lpropn.ite MJte BoJrd

1 l _.,uspected unproper rJr illegal
tonJu<..t of a contra.L tor, ltcensed
de:::.1gn profess1on.1l r ir of a non
h(ensed designer or contractor per-

,o 

furmmg sef\ 1u:� 
:, 1 require LOrreLtK,'1 nt errc,rs m the 

doLument ,mJ :hL 0n-�1te 
construction, 

'-± I order Ji:::.wntmu.1nLe of the use of 
.J.ny buil<lmi; or ..,tructure, whether 
publte .-)r pm .,tc, which b bemg 
u,ed contran tu the prO\ 1s1on" ;Jt 
The Code .:,r whKh is structurJlh 
unsJfe or othLrn 1�e danger, 'US tr. 
humJn life Jn<l 

� 1 Juthonze the LonnectH m:, nf bu1lJ
mg<:,, structure'>, nr �ervice .;;ysteni... 
tu uuhtte� 

Recommendations - Board Structure 

IV-2. Butldmg� rt gu!J.ted b) J.
Buildmg Codes S\ !->tl m Jre constructed 
.l '> J cc ,mplete fau!Jt\ requmng the clO".>L 
Lnuperauon and u >mmumcauon 
l it tween .111 elemenL'> uf the comtrult1< ,n 
mJu-,m Cons1..,tencv .rnd urufomut\, m 
the hcensmg J.n<l d1�, 1plme of tlut i'oJus
cry 1� J ke1· ComponL'nt ot J.n eftectn e 
Brn!Jmg Codes Sy�tem Therefore, the 
hcensure, d1,;;ophrn: J.nd enforcement 
prugr.ams for Flrn1J.1'.., LOnstrucuon 
mdustry '>hall be orgaruzed under d 
ne\\ lv creJted, <;mglt: bmrd called the 
Con-,tructlon Industf\ Ltcensmg BoJrd 
\\ luch for J.drn.m1-,tr.tt1ve purposes bhJU 
he h(;Used at the Dep,.1rtment L'f Emme,-, 
.ind Professional Regulation The 
Comtructmn Indu'-trv L1censmg BoJ.rd 
... tIJ.11 be respom1ble for the hcensmg and 
J1..,ophne of the tollmvmg 

Genenl Cuntrat tors, Butldmg 
(untrJ.ctors, Lnderground llttl1ty 
Cnntnctors, Residential Contractor-,, 
RL>< ifmg ContnLtors, Poot Contracw,-, 
'lpec,alty Structure'> ContrJctors 
MJnufactured Home InbtJllers, Plumhmg 
Cuntf3.ctors, H\'A.C Contractors 
.\1echarucai Sheet Met3l ContrJctor-, .rnd 
Electncal Contr.1ctor-. 

The current Ekctncal CootrJ.dor's 
L1Lensmg Board and the current 
Construct10n Indu.<:,try L1u:nsmg BoarJ 
shnuld be restructured .1s appropnate tu 
create thi� new 8(J.1rd 
Recommendations - licensing 

IV-3. With re�pett to those CJtegones
of license.':> currently ltcensed under 
Chapter -189 of the FluncLi Statutes, 
Flnnda should hJ.\ e J. ,;mgle-uer hcemmg 
scheme Those Cuntr.1.cturs currently 
h(_ensed under Chapter -±BG, F S  shoulJ 
he licensed onh b\ the State with mem
mgful discipline Jnd enforcement powers 
grJnted to local governments mdudmg 
enforcement of the Statewide Record� of 
Performance System pur�uant to 
Recommendat1on IV-8 fllll.Og J. hcen.':,t"e 
Jnd suspending \\ 1thm J respect1, e Iola! 
rumd1Ct1on, a. hi._eme tor code v10lat11 1m 
Jnd other v10lat1on, e'>tabhshed bv the 
Flom:ia Statutes AH other d1snphnary 
powers with respeLt tu those Contr,Ktor� 
h(ensed under Chapter -1:8Q of the Fl0nJJ. 
Statute" should rem.1111 Jt rhe Stlte level 



EXlSUDg reg1sr1 reJ tY ,ntrdctor-. ".ih.111 
remJUl JS rt'g:1,terLd cont! J.Ltors . .md m..1\
renl',;:i. hcen,c:, fot lhe pu1r,_,�es , ,t p�Jc
uung onlv withm rhe 1umd1et1on m 
,., hiLh L1L\ p1t\ lt,>t1"li held IJCen"l'::. 
EttLctn e fl( 1 brer tbn onL \ ea:- .1f1er s1r;
glt - tier hct nsITTg bt·ci 1me-. !J" , :ill kol
g, ,, emments shall u:.1se l" '>UU1Q nt"' 
license::, lmal hu:mee::. '.\ ho an: 111-.lctl\ e 
::.bJII he d1 �1ble tu mia.1!h reg1stt'1 with 
tht' -:,tate bu.1rds 1 ,n .m in-JCtl'/e h.1.,1::, 

BecaU"l' nf thl' 1mplement.:1.t11 )11 L•f a 
Sc.1tew1de L't 1de and more -.treJm!med 
1nd umfnrm .1dmnustrdtlon Jnd L'nt._,rce
ment of Thl CuJe the neeJ for ':>pectaln 
IKE'Il"e" b\ loCJl gn\ err.ment w,111 J seern 
to he mmnrnzed H1J\\ e\ t.r, lou.l g, ,vem
ment shuul<l hJn' ! inured .1uthont\ to 
e:,tJbli-.n CJtesr_1nL.., uf c;peu..1lty !i( l nse'), 
if o ,miJereJ essential tc, pt utect the gen
er.ll rut-he ( 1r pru, 1Je the , 1_1murnl r w1th 
a re.1..,unablt: cr;mpl·t1trve 1 )pporturnry, 
and 1f such '.'.ipeetalt\ hce1v:-s <lo 111 )t 
mterkre with the Jb1l1n I it .t Contr.Ktnr 
wh< , hl1lds ,1 hceme under Ch.J.pte1 ➔89, 
F S  to pull J permit c ,r othern 1se d1J buc;1-
nesc; .1s ,1 Cuntract( )r 111 t:1e Jou.] 1un::.d1c
aon In ad<l1t1nn k,ul g< 1\,1 rnment -,h31l 
nnt require J Contr.it.tor liu:•n�eJ under 
Chapter -1:8LJ F S tu use -,pi ualtv wntrac
tors, -,o long JS the conirJ.L t,_1r hun..,elf 1s 
qu.thhed to do ur n, ersee the v.. nrJ... 

IV-'i. In general, the current requne
ment'> uf H mda la,, reg:mling t..11e educa
t1on cxpenence, ex.11rnrut1, m, lKen-,ure, 
praltll e stand.J.rdc;, ( ( Jnttnumg edm Jtlon 
and J1�c1plme of Lit t nseJ Prn!ess1unJ1 
Engmeers, Archrtech Inten1 ir De�1gners, 
and LandsCJpe Architect'> �h.111 renum as 
10 current Lrn v.1th the eAcept!Pn of the 
folluwmg t!unges 
- Ltccnsed Ent;meermg Prokss1una).., whn

sign and '>e:11 p!Jm and "pectf1CJt1ons
':>hJII identity then ..,pecif1..._ p1nfe-.,.,111nal
engmeenng d1sc1p!me or .lrea of e.\per
tlse below therr '-tgnature tor tht> type
of t>ngmeenng the1,, are re,.,pons1hle for
on J speuh( proJelt and shall be held
fully accountable Jnd liahle for the per
formance ot their -,1gned Jnd se1leJ
pr, )tess1onJI work 

- EJ.< h of the design rnd engmeermg
prnfess1om, shall ha\ e cuntmumg edu
CJt.ton programs specif1callv relatL.d to
their profec;s1on .)pec1fo ... n:qurrements
regJrdmg The Code rnd J 'he Ct )dt:
rel.J.ted 1::.sues mav he manddted hv the
\ annus 'itate hcemmg boJrds ( through
the · ()xle Trammg Progum" l a.'.> a pOI
tlun of the contmumg edlKJ.tlnn pm
gram for J.11 profe':>.'.>1on,

IV-5. Any person Jesmng to bt
licen-.ed b, the St.J.te ,)f Fli::,nda for whJCh 
Lcemure 1; Lurrenny requlfed under Part 
XIII ,_,f Chapter -168 ( ,t the Flnnda C,ututes 
1 Bu1ldmg Code Adm1rustrJtnrs a.nJ 
Inspet tars i Jnd Chapter (1_-q nf the 
FlondJ Statute� 1 Frre Prevention ..1nd 
Control I sh..1ll 

Dem( ,n..,trate tliJt tne .1pphL,1 1 1t meeh 
the eli!_.;1bcl1t, re4utrementc; f1 1r the 
licen::>rnr.; --.itq ..:, ,ry SL ,1 112;ht 

2 Up,)n demQn',.l!Jtlng that the clpphunt 
meeb the elH<:1hi !1t\- 1u1u i:-emenc-, tlit� 
..1.ppliunt mmt -:,UC1..L,..,�tulh l • im?lete 
the "C< ,Je T1J1mng Pr, •�r.1m' 01 the 
'-it.He l ire 1�, •Ill �-= c 'IL <...li.ITkU! Jm Jnu 
mnJ.uk cour�L wc,rk J', appn •rnJte, 
tl ,r tht. hcemmg CJtt..g• ,r,; suu6ht, and 

3 A .. Lt'r ..,uu.:es<:>tulh cc,rnpletmg rhe u ,re 
LUmculum Jnd module cour..,e work, 
the appl1CJ!lt r,u-:,t t.Jh.t· Jnd ! !Jc;.;; the 
l1cen::-mt.!; exJm111Jt1on lor the I ateg, _.r v 
',( JUght 

Tn tht t'X�enr 11I J[ Jln.:'alJY prr 1\ 1J.ed hv 
ument lJw, tne ;"lt.lte Flrt Marsh.ii shall 
dt \ dop m Chaptu IJ33 , ,t the Fh1d.1 
Sututec; the app- r ,pnJte utego!leS v.. 1mm 
the regubted fm: '>ef\'1Ce'> mJusrn, to pJ1 -
alkl th,::,st· 1'..tregr ,ne.;; ,_,f bu,Jdm� Lr_1Je 
adtmrustrJtc,r.., anJ m-.ptUurs found m 
Oupter c!U3, Part "\111 F '-, ( e g- ' I )ff1c.Jl 
Pl .ms Re\ 1e,-,,, er .rnJ InspL cror 1 
Recommcndatiom, - Dh.cipline 

IV-6. Fur J:1\ LJtes:,-,n 1-,f licen.;;ee 111
the design profe..,..,100, coJe adm1mstra
tc,1 � plam exammrcp;; m..,peLtor� tue ntf1-
C1al , Jnd rnrntrult 1on mdustf) tLl 
otfense ot w1llfully pract1t mg w1thnut J. 
l1u::'!l�e or proper l ert{1ut1<in .'.>h( •ulJ cr_,n
'>t1t1,te 3. 3rd de�ree fekiny 

IV-7. A per':>•Jn who \\ Jllful[y \ tubte�
or h..1::, ..1 pJttem ,,r \ 1•Jbtiun,;; er \\ ho 
reLJ...lesslv d1sregar(b The Code ,'>l1JU have 
their hceme smpenJed A ,,, lilful \ 11 il..1-
t1on vr .l p.tttem ul \'!OIJ.U• ms IJr n:ckle'>,'> 
J1'>1egard of The t'( ,de v,.,h1ch m.1v rea
�un,1bk re�ult ,)r tl<Je:, actuJlh rt:..,ult 111 
ph\• ':>JCal harm to persom '>hou!J ( unstJ
tute a J1J degree ldonv l his -:,tJn<lard 
sh1 iuld apph to .t ! l  u.tegclflec; of ltcen,see.., 
and to thtN: exempt from hcensure or 
('l.'f11hut10n whu umurnt '>U<.h v1ubt1on-, 

IV-8. In Jdd1t1•>0 to the power vested
m Ii >c.1! gnvemn1Lnt'i to re4ulfe correc
tions of LOJe \ 1olJ.r1on� The BnJrJ, 
together with the Department of Bmmes" 
a.nd Profe..,..,1<mal Regubt1un l DBPRl  sh..111 
eo;;t..1bhsh J :-.wtev. ,de Records nt 
Perfurrname Syc;tem and '>Ct forth the cn
teru for the categories uf ( ode \ 1olat1on� 
which shall he mduded in the 
Perh;rm..1n<..e System Cnder the 
Pertormame Svsrem Jou.I gO\ emments 
will report ..._ode -.. 1olatiom to DBPR Lack 
ot wde ..._omplum t m .. n-- be noted .:1.t the 
time of p!Jn review and u)de v10l..1.t1om 
may be d1c;..:-mered Jurmg mspect1<ms 
lUnJucted hy code enli)fLl'ment othc1:ib 
CnJe v 10lat1ons wdl be gl\ en pomt equrv
alents that rrurror the Statt dm er\ hceme 
system P0mts shall be J....� '>L'�,;;ed -l.SJ111St 
the I JCenseJ design profeo;;s10nJ.! ur 
!!cen-;ed cuntractor \\ ho 1� respun-.,1hle for 
the p!Jru, or for the on-site UJnstruct1on, 
bastJJ upon the ::.eventv of the v 1ul.1t1on 
The lJCen:-ed design prote..,,1onal Jnd 
contractors ..,bJ.11 h . .l\'e the nght en l hal-
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lenge tht unp< 1..,1t1un 11t pomt.., •\-1thm .1 
rt'J.'.>nn.1hle pen( IJ of time unlkr (l:Jpter 
1 2 1_, ,)t tne Flond.1 �t .. rute'> l r( ,n the 
ILCUmuLttion o! J. ::,pe< 1t1ed numhe1 rJt 
pnmb '\ 1th1:1 .1 ,peC!hcd penrJJ DBPR 
'>hall requue the hu:mcd de..,1v;n pr( )fe'>
�11mal r_,r cuntLlLtnr t,:, .1ttend fJU<-atJonJ! 
lUUrse.., 1eb.trng to bm!J1:1g cr;Je:, Jc; J 
t t ,ndltt( 1n d mJmtamm:,.:: their l1cen-.urc 
!_1p,:,n the ,l<..cuir.ubtirm nf a h1!..;11er nur1-
her ut P"mts \\ 1tlun thL penod, DBPR 
'>h0uld '>US pend the hce11::.ed des,gn pu i
ft'::-'>lOnJl or Lont·Jctur � hce:ise L""run rI'.e 
JLlumul rnon ( 1I an ev< n h1ghe1 number 
( lt pomh w1thm the penoJ, DBPR shuuld 
fl'\ uke me i.tL.en..,ed ae..,1g;n pn ,k'>w:,n,il'::, 

< 1r contr,H tor',;, lllen-;e The hu'med 
Jcs1gner ur ,.__r_,mrnctor -,lull h,1VL ±k' nght 
tu chalknge v.ht'ther the :,peut1ed lewl 
nt p•Jmh !us been accu rnul.J.teJ w1th111 .1 
rcJ"t"1r,Jl i!e pennJ uf tJrne undL r Curter 
120 of thlJ FlonJJ Stuutc<:, 
R«:ommendat1on - Certified Qu2lity 
Control Programs 

N-9. The C!Jdt sh-, ,uld reo igrnze 1n<l
pr, Jmote oubtJn<lmg; QuJhty (nntwl 
Program� to be m.untaml.'d by h..._cnsed 
Je-,1gn profeS'>ll )Oatis and IKenst J cun
tr::ictor'i The BoJ rd ,;hall Je, dnp and 
mdude m The Lode ::.tJndards !or QuJ.htv 
Ct intro] P ro.!JHm'> thJt pr,-J\ Jde mcent.\ l�  
m the aH'J.::, of U\ er::,1ght Jnd pert� ir
mmce The st.1nd:irdc; ..,hould mduJe 
rcquiremt"nL'::> that ·he ht t. Osed Je)Jgn 
p1ofessinnal or u1ntrJ.ct, l!" have a Jem, m
'itrJted re,.__ord rJt 1 )UtstJ.nJmg o 1mphance 
w1th re4u1rernent<, of The Code that the 
JL �1gner rn cuntr..1ctor U'>es superv 1s0r<:, 
and 1ourneymen thJt h.l\ e been cemhed 
hy the O ,Je Trammg Prc.,gram m a.ccor
d.rnce ,,. 1th Recommeml1t1t..in I\ -10 he re
m at ::.pt l 1hed le\ els '--'11 IL)b-s1te.., and 
tJut the \_( 1ntractnr use" r1 1vate lJCen"ed 
bu11Jmis: 111::.pectl)fS to m"::-pect \"\ t irk pn1 1r 
tn my m<;pect10m bemg conduued by 
cuJe enforcement 1uruJ1l t1ons It .;;hall he 
the re<;p( 1ns1hilm of the Lnde enforLe
ment off1uals to morntor these l)uahtv 
Cuntrol Program� to en-.ure thJt thev art 
ht>tng implemented m Jtwrdanle with 
the standJrds Incenave-; -;hould be 
olfered tor licemed de-,1gn profe..,s1onah 
and con tr J<..tors who JJ( ipt and imple
ment Qu..1lit\' Cnntrol Program,s LhJt meet 
sta11dard<, ::.et b} Ihe BoJrd mdudmg 
expedited plJn review or perminmg, pn
onty m-:,peLtmn "'-hedu!tm;, and fewer 
rer-iu1red m.'.>pect1nm 
Recommendations - "Building Code 
Training Program": 

IV-10. As one of the ma1or elemenh
1A �crengthenmg Complunce and 
Enforcement, the :-c,rate ot Flom.Li .'.>hould 
e-,wbhsh ..l 'Bmldmg CnJc. Tnmmg 
Program I Progr..1m J to de. velop Jnd pn_ 1-
v1Je a oxe curnrnlum relatmg to The 
Code and its syc;tem of admmistrJtton, 
ci 1mplunce anJ entorcement Tht 
Program ':>hould he developed, 1mple-
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menteu JnJ J.Jrnint<;tered h\ 1 he BoJ.rd 
111 c001dnut1, ,n with the Dep,ntment of 
tduution Ut pJ.rtment of c -,1 )ffitnurury 
AffaITT 1 [)( .\ J , [lcpartmem , it Bus lJle')r, 
J.r.d Prc,fc ..,..,H ,n.11 RegJl.1t1nm I DBPR I the 
':lLlte Fire \Ur:-h,il the 5tJ.tt' i ·rm erc;ir,; 
Svstem .ir.J the [J1\ 1s1, m nf ( ( 1nunurut\ 
Colleges fht BoJrd shou]J t·nter mto 
contr�<..b \\. 1rl1 the DepJrtlllt"lt c ,f 
Educatiof' tl1L 5Llte l-ru\ er� 1 t-.,. \v::,tem 
the Dn 1:-1u1 1  ut Cummur.in CL •!kgec; 
model cciJe , Jr�JOJZJ.nom prc,tc-,c;1,JnJI 
org1ruz.1t10m, tf3ce c,rgJ01?,H1nn, :mJ 
pnvJte mdmtry for admmi-..tr.tt1un of the 
Program 

DBPH .111J the rec;pecti\ l hLen:,111_� 
bnJ.rds m u  1urC1r.Jttnn v, 1th DC.\ J.nJ tht. 
5t:ue Fm:· .I\Lir:-hJl, shuulJ deH·lop (,r 
cau::,e l\J be Je\ elnpeJ, J' p.:1rt of the 
Program :t u ire curnculum \V hich 1, J. 
prereqrnr,1tc t• ) advance, ::ipeuJiiLed mod
ule cour>:te \\ c irk Cont1mnn!.,; I ducat1nn 
Crut':t I CELT\ 1 Jnd ,tand.m.lw -d i:'\JffitnJ
tions tur .d i t .ttego0t'::i LUnentl; licensed 
under ChJplt:I '> -±68 Part "XIII I Brnldmg 
Code Admumtrators and ln-,pectnrc; 1 -±71 
! Engmccnng l , -±81 (A1Lh1tedure , Intenor
Design Jnd Ltndscape Airh1teLture} -±8()
r CmtrJctml': 1 .md 0_�3 1 Ftre Prt \ enu1 in 
.md Cnntn ,l 1 1 >i the Flund.1 :-.ututes

The Pw�r.1ir. ::.hould be .liford:ihle, 
access1bk , rm .mmgful, be hn.rnuJlly 
self-suff1C1cnt .md should nuke ma;..,1-
mum use ot 1.:x1.<,tmg sourct''> -,y -.rem-, 
m-.t,tut.!(m-. .rnd pro�r.1m" J\ J11Jtile 
through pnv.1te SL1urcec; Thi" rt lummen
dauon Joe'> nut mtenJ to \_ rL JC<..'. a new 
bureaucr J\ll entJty 

The COIL LUIT!LUlum ,;;;hould lie J pre
requisite tn the module course "'- ork JnJ 
should be L "mpleted w1�hm ,t .:! , eJr 
penud JttL r l >:ttJbl.1.:,hment lit the 
Program I hL Lore progr�un 1-. Jefmed Jt
the mfornut1un reqmred ti ) luve all cate
gone.<, ot p ut1upJnts apprnpt 1Jtelv 
mfonned J" tt , therr techn1L·al .mJ .1dmm-
1c;u-.1t1, e 1es.p1m..,1b1lme-. m the dfect1\. e 
execution , ,f tlK code pr,x<. "" h Jll mJ1-
v1duah 1..unently hcemed unntr the 
Statutec; ,et h 1rth J.bove The Pr, 1grJm 
::.hould pt ( I\ 1de fur J. test for mJ1v1duah 
who wish tl • he exempted tn >rn the L ul e  
cumLulum reL.JLllfemene:. credit-. t i  , r  tJk
mg the wrt u1 rnculum ::,b, ,tild apply to 
the CET l requlfemen� An mdn·1du.1l v. hl1 

passe::, th<.' L'X J.ffi!OJtton t� Jt exemption 
from the Lure LUrrtculum sh,111 1 eLe1ve full 
CEU credit t. lr the course or l nurses 
exempted ln t:'JLh eXJ!T'maitl(\0 

DBPR "lull Je\ elu� LJ11::,c tt , i"e 
developeJ, r)r .1pprove J.s J par1 ( 1f the 
Cc,de Trammg ProgrJm c;reuJhzed J.nd 
JdvanceJ rni lJule course v-,u1k, 
Contmum.� I:ducJtion limb JnJ st:1.nd.J.rd-
12ed cert1hutK•n exaffill1Jtlun ttir "upenn
tendems ,rnd 1c1urnevme:1 l pl ,n �JU::,Ltc
top; complt 111 in ,_)t the Lour-..e work and 
ex::unmJtion J Lert,hcJ.te c;h,111 he issued 

IV-11. The Program sh{ lu l<l J!so pw-

vK.ie CEL- ::, tu <.,t- f\.e the de<:i1sn .md eng1-
r:eenng profe-..c;1, ,n::, m\·olved m d tL 
dt":,Jgn of bu1lJ1n;.;>:t \ome c,t the-,e Lnurse 
mndule-� '>hould hi:- rt'CUlfed bv the 
Jppiurrut� '.::>t ltt B, ,J,.Js JS J p,trt t it their 
n·� 1 1 l:..r Cc,ntmu1r,� EducJtl.-n Pr, 11,;rJnb 
Recommendatiom, - Education and 

Training Standards 

IV-12. Jn..,re(.[,_\l :, Flam l::.Xcllllmer::.
ButlJmg Ofbcuh Jnd Contr::ictor" In 
c ,re.er co ,-:.,htJm .1 LLLnc,e as J Bui!Jmg 
Imreuor Pl .11:>:t L xJm.ner, BudJmg 
1 Jff1L1ctl L 1r Con Lr JCt( 1r, J.n mdl\ idu.d mu-,t 
luvc a IDL'\'ture nf ed11cat.1on Jnd experi
ence The Jffi( 1unt ut ::iuLh eduuttnn .md 
expene:11..e ,hr ,uld be detennmed fw the 
Jppropn.tte ret,;LllJtc,ry h0J.rd 

Be\_ause tht l I lrrent lJCer.sm.?; p1 CJ
grJms for Imped,-•r".t, P!J.n;; E'\Jmmer::, 
JnJ Bmldmg Utf1uJls ts rebtndv 11ev. , 
the Depdrtment , A Bu-,me.;;s Jnd 
1-'1 , ,te::is1, J:1.:1! Hq,;u1Jtlon ,;;;hould du'>d) 
n1t Jil!tt 1r tnr ,-.t_ l1l t'il"mg prngrJm-. Joel 
repo11 to the } lJt 1ll Leg:1c;IJture the need 
t(JJ refc,rm, 1f Jm , uf those progrJm� 
"-ihould there he J need to Lhange Lhn-,e 
p10gram�. the ( 1 1mm1,s1on's reu>1nmcnJ
L'd �utdelme, •Jrl this issue 1s sh<.•\\ n m 
T.ib!e I I JttJL hu! c, 1 th•::, d,xumu1l l  Jncl
m general -etlu t rn, ,re �pectfK Lduu
t1,111J! requuemenb 1 1  e degree / . .rnJ m
,< nne cJses, Jdd1t1nnJ.l expenen, t
1 t"qUlfemenl:.':, t( Jf the:,e categone"

IV-13. Fi.re Official 
Pie edl,c.mr,n .mC ceruf1cJt1on ut the 

hre Jn..,pectcJr Jnd Fire r)ff1ca\ mu;;t ht 
<.um1dered .:>:::, Jn mtegrJI (()tnp1 ment uf 
The Code Jnd m::ipernun proce"'> In 
JJJ1t1on tc• the <. urrent requ1remenh m 
the Flond.1 '-itJtute.;; the C'umm1-,-,11 >n rec
r )wmends The U( 1,ud eilllJnLe d1rrent 
uo-,>:t-trJlllmg O Jm;;e v,ork J.nLi o 1ntmu-
111g cduut1on rm 11..!:rJms J.nd de\ t�I< 1p 
requ1rements fur m11lt1ple prngr.uns to 
l11l reJ.Se Jnd strengthen comn1UrllL,ltlon 
Jn<...: ci it 1pl'.nt1on hem-ecn Bu1kl111g Jnd 
hre Offtcu!s 

IV- 1 ➔• licensed Design
Professionab 

In gentrJl, tlll wrrcnt requm mem� 
( 1f Fk"nC:a law rcu::udmg the edw Jtton 
LXpenence e'\JJn111Jtlon hcemure prJc
tlle sunJ . .uJc; \ , mlmung eduut1on, Jnd 
d1,c1plllLln pn iLedure::, of L1Len,eJ 
I'tute::.::i1unJI Fngmeer-,, ArLhJtech, 
lntenur Des1gne1'i, md Lmdsc.ipe 
A.rch1tect".t ::.hJII rem.LIO :b 111 1..urri:nt !Jw,
\\ 1th the excerti( ,n L'f thc,se dung-, c;ec
t, Jrtb m Rec,-,r-1:nendat1,Jn I\'--± bl'.rem

l\'�1 5. Con<itruction Workeri 

'X'orker, ,u t t hl'. must llllport.int link 
m the entire Bwldmg Codes PrtXe"" It JS 
1mrerat1Ye thev T L Le1ve on-going, , 1ms1s
cent Jna dfeltn e L•n-the-10b trJ.1111111; At J 
rrnrnmun lt 1.., I t ( c 1n1,_•11enJeJ tl1Jt l b� 
Huard .;;hL1ulJ v,, 1 )rh_ ,.,, .th the respet tn e 
prutess1on,1] hcen,mg hoards within the 
l )B!-'R the Fluu<lJ DepJrtment 1 >f
[ducatron the l·lc >nJJ. Department < )t

3� 

Lth• ,r Jnd Emplo\'lm r 1 t \eluntr, the ·"'Lilt' 
llrm u::.1tv System, ( ( 1mmuruty ( ollegt.\ 
Jnd tlit.: entity admumttnng The CL,Je 
Twmng Progr:1.r.1 t1 1 Je\elur ..1 prngr._,_ ,11 
J '1d -,tJnillr� tn pr, ,, 1Je 
- LL ,nc:-tenn Tra1rung tr 1r t n;:-..; le\ el fWr

'>l 'nnd mtenJed t( 1 1 1ruduce cr.:1fL-. plri
i •k who .1re l umpcknt tcJ perfrJrm Jl!
u"k, J-..<;CJCL'.lted \\ 1th J specific tnd1� 
I bt r1.1JmL•nal app1rntt<..-t'>:tfl1p Lnur-,e,
\\ 'llLh prcduce q11Jl iheJ w,�,rKers un 1.
hie -:,f completmg: ,, ( Jrk m the trJde
independent A surcn 1<,1,;n, are the
he<,r example of tlu�

- )h, ,rt-term Inten..,,v L l ummg mten<.bJ
t,-, k'.ILh ::ipe<.::ilK ,k_dJ.., \V1th111 a trJde ti ,
entn -le, el v, c,rker>:t rhe Flond:1 Hr ,me
Builders Asson.1t1nn 1 "FHBA 1 · r1uJli-
1 led framer SLX mr_)nth program v-h1d1
tr.1m::i workers spec1h,:.1llv m re::.1dentul
f1 .rnung urpentry , 1, ( ,ne exJ.mple ut
.;;h 1rt-tcnn trammg 

- l3nt f ln -'len 1t e l rJinmg intended tu 
mt<Jr!ll v,,.orkers reg.udmg nev. UJtll'
requrrements conc,trurnon techrnqut ', 
Jnd mJtena]c; FHUA 1� devel( 1pmg om:
d.1v nns1te trJ.mmg I in L'Ode upd.1te-, 
whKh tJ.rget frame1', rR)A D Ce1,d1 >p
inµ; r in-..1re tr.11I1JJ1g t1 ir n ,t iter-, The 
H, , .ud c,hoJld devdop mcentl\ ec, tu 
l'nt .-,urage other ..,,mur a�snoaonn� tu
develop such tr.1111 1 ng prngrJ.ms

IV-16. The Bo.ml Jnd the FlondJ
Dt>p.trtrnent of Lllx,r .md Emplovment 
�ec_ unt\ >:thould CevL !up J ConstructJ( in 
\XPrker Tra1I11Ilg Pro�r,m 1 v. hich has J 
blenL ,-J the followmg three meth0d" 
- .\'LmJarory LKemmg I his enforce::, 1m

tul I pte-hLemmg_} 1equuemenr.;; h ,r
hct�n.;;eec, J.nd cnuld entorce contmumg
fc_luLJt1Gr. requ1ren1Lnl::. through(JUt thL
hcemee s workmg hte The ex:stmg
I, ,ul gu,, ernmem lic_en.<,mg uf JOUmt v
mt:n 1s an exJmple

- .\-lJndJtorv Tnmmg ::iundJrJ� for trJm
m� O J[ workerc; enfmLeJ bv requmng
t CJI1trJctors to m.1mt.un reLords \\ hll h
dt m, ,n-..trJ.te that Je-...gnJ.teJ empl, 1, t'L'" 
h.J \ e rece1Yed tranung requrred b, gm
ernment JgenL\ (hw exJmple of du-,
1<:i tht re-gu!JtJon nf .1,he-,t0'> contraltor"
unJer Ch.1pter -±ti!") , ,t t.f,e Flonda
)t.1t11te", v, here cnntrJLt,Jr'- are requlfed
t, i retJ.m produce e, 1dence of wnrker
rr,11nmg

- Ve ,! nntary Tramm� b1dence of w,,rker
tr.nnmg used J� :1 m.i rketmg tool , anJ
t, 1 , ipente mr::,re dftuenth �v enh 1n e
mt nt .:if v,,. orKer �r.unmg Dv am .1genl \
,,t gri\ emment







FUll'-.])ATJUl\S ,\i's\) 

RE<_-, ,�1'1-!E'\iDATini\J\ 

FOUND-\TION V 

PRODUCT APPROVAL 

-

ne of the essential cn
tena for an effective 
Buildm� Codes Svstem. . 
1s that the Svstem pro
mote mnm-atton and 

ne\\· tc:chnology A Product £\·alu,ltlon 
and Approv:1! Process 1:, the corner
stone uf fulfrllmg that l ntena Flonda 
should h:1,-e .1 respomihle, but 
stre1mlmed, cost-effective .1nd .1fford
able Product E,·.1luat1on and Appronl 
process That Process should ha,·e 
spenfrc compliance nileria and strong 
steps to determme thJt ,1 product or 
svstem rs :1ppropnately tested and 
complies with The Code Qualitv 
Control ,hould be performed by mde
pendcnt .1genc1es or te,tmg laborato
nes wluch meet st.Jted lntcna and are 
penod1cally mspected A listing, prod
uct ev:iluatron system :ind quality 
assur.mce program must he an inte
gral pa11 of such a Product E\-aluatron 
Process 

o' 

....., 

"' ' 

0 
c 
z 
0 
> 
--l 
-

0 

z 
< 

I 
! 
� 



FOUNDATION V 

Recommendations 
V- 1. t:11.:: B, , . .trd ,h1ll t.:>tahl 1,.,fl gu1dmg

::irms:rrb I< r �ieH lupr1ent ,_,t F!ur J1 " 
Prod Jc' E\ Jlu 1t1 1 ,n J"1d -\r�rrm .. d Prt ,,._es� 
for rurp( •'>t''- :>f thtse recun:JncndJLur.:- J 
Product Ev.1luJL1<,n Repurt 1s 1 n ri, ,rt 1-iv .m 
.1pprnved te:::.tm:-:,; !Jbut:J.trJf) , JgenL \ u1 
LKen::ied Pro ,fe'>'-H 1n.1l [ngmeer 1 1r A.r\ _h.itect 
u::rtm mg th..it the !--'Wdl.ct, m1tcn.1l ,:,r 
1s:::.emb!\ ,-,1 rri ,cud� •�� :naten:1h Jnd metl:-
, xi" r ,f 1r.-.1J.ll..1t1< ,n complies "' 1th tl 1e ::,pecJ1-
cJt1ons of tht' r r1J11ufactun:r ur ,J,-,,.,1gn .1mi .t. 
m compharn L' ,;,,1tl1 the requm:>rnl nl'- uf The 
Code for 1L', mtenC:ed use ProJw t .\ppr,JVJ.l 
1'> .rn .1uth1 mLJW1n of use ,,t .1 rrl duc� rn.1te
ri.1l ,:ir xstem .l'> J re:::.ult , 1f Pr,xlur r 
Ev.1lu,ltlon l hL' Pl ( IJuLt f\ .1lu..1r11 >'1 J.nJ 
Approv tl PWl l ..,.., )lull 
� JppropnatL Iv rromo ite mn, ,, .1r1<1n .. mJ nev. 

tecbnokJt,'\ 
- process suhn uttJl-, trum nlJnUl.idUter" , 1f

pr,,duct,;; ,n .1 '1md1 mJlliler
- educate bu1IJmg cude pe-r-,.__,nnel L'n pn ,J

uct accept1 1 1u: t'i'>Ut'"
- eoc;ure the Pn ,ce:::.s 1s folluwcJ l ,y The

Sn.ml, lf lL,11 g, '\ ernment 1nd inJu-,trv,
- pr, J\ 1Jt r, lf 1mlerendent thtrJ-pJrty qu1li

fied 1nd l\.trt'J1ted re�t.mg and l.lb, ;rJt( 1n
fadmes

- provide an u<,1]1,, J\.\.es::,1hle pn ,duLt .1ccep
tance h'it tn 1 1..,e� uf The, CL•di·,

- require te,;;tmg ut pr\.1du,._ts or 'i\ 'itl'Ob
where appn ,prute

- mduJe pen11J1\., no-notJCe oh-,cn Jt1un 0t
testtng product-;,

- develop str1 1ng, hut reasonable te:::.tmg cn
tena based U(lf ,n ex1�tmg wn-,crn,u" ..,tan
dard'i for prnJu..._b

- prc, 1de for l, 1ng-te:m appruv"d", \\ here
tc;J.<,1hle

- pro, 1de for rt La l l  1 ,r ren,11 ,u1, ,n , it a
Product Appr111,,Jl Joel

- 1) CO"lt-t,ffedl\'l.'
V-2. The B( >:!fd should dett nrnne the

t\ pes of produch re1--1umng 1pr1, ,, .1! pnor :o 
theu use m 1 1( ,nJJ, " hether '>l d1 me 1s for 
low.I ur SiJte,, idt--

V-3. ln order t1 J effectuate J '>< ,unJ ::,v,
tem of Pn ,Jmt .\pprvval The B< •JtJ -,bould 
recognize rnd mdude m The 1--:nde reg1oml 
nJtJOnJ! .1rJ mterr:Jt10nJl L, ,n-,e•1:::.u-:. '.:ltan
ilrds I e g , .\� l \1 .-\... \SI ere thuJ pJrt\ 
qu.1.hty wrtrol ...1genc1es, and Pr1 �lid 
£\ J!uatlon tnt1t1e" 1 e g ,  l'nderwnter-, 
LJ.boratone<,, N.1L1,ln.il EvJluJL1on �t'r\' lLe, 
FJCt(,n lvlutual etc l The BOJrd -,hc,uld con
,;;1Jer che mduw,n ot ,Jther sw.nJ.ir-.1-, ur 
P·niucr [, Jlu.m,_,m En:me� -:.lll h ,.,_, the 
Dade Count\ rr< J\ 1Jed �uch entll it � meet rn 
exceed esohlJ)hl·d Swtc requnements 

V-➔• The R, lJfJ -,hall mamt,1m ,1 IN 0t
.i.pproved ljUJ!lt\ l t ·ntn ,] Jt.!:efi\. 1c .., \),, h1\.h 
pr,,, 1de mderx_ndenr •--1uahry c, ,ntr, il "e'f\ Ile 
Jnd .=eru..'"\ ..._, mp.1,mce with tf'l ,tJnJ.,.rJs 
,peuf1e<l m Tlie Cude Producb methL'ds 
1nJ svqem" , L n1heJ by Jn app1 1 1\ Ld quality 
control agerll y 1,;; cumplvmg with the stan
da:ds ,;;peub1cd m The CodL' "h...1ll he penmt-

t• J lt , he u:::.ed -,t.HL w1Je, ,\ 1thuut f-u11l1L'r 
e1,,J[UJtJOn 

V-5 The 1�,,dL -,Jt, >Ult' prm 1de tw, , w.1\ s
1Vh1Ch ;::-roducr, c.rn 1-iL' lpp:-.:-i, ed tor me m 
I 1 ,-inJ.1 - s;ute"- ,de , ,r L, ,..._J '-,!Jte\\ ,de
,\ppr, ,\ .:1.l ,r, .:1.ll 1-,e .�r.10:e j b\ The }I, ._irJ lt,r 
U '-.e of J procud '-,IJle\1,, 1de Local Apprn\ Jl 
..,11.tll be granted hv .1 Local Build.mg ( Jtfo ul 
t< ,1 u 'it .-)f 1 pr: ,uw t m that off1Cul '<; 1umd1L -
110 in , ,nh 1)thcr I< i, .ti 1umd1ct1u1b �h• iuld 
lu\ c the �,pp,,rrui11t\ : �, re\ 1e,;,. 1r.c:! \. •,.1luJk 
J1 ,pr, i\ a] CY 1 h::J HL·ilJm� Otfi.__d m , 1rder 
t 1 1 Jetenmne rhe JLLept101hty of J pruti111 t, 
meLhuJ or sy�tem 111 rhJt 1unsd1ct1on l he 
B< •J[{J ( for <;tJtL'w,de u-,e !, ur the ll•Ul 
BudJmg Offt..._ul I fr ,r lucJ use 1 ;:iJ\ appn J\ e 
--1 1iruJ1.,ct mer:l,Ai , Jr "'-'"tt'm r_,r '-' ,n,tn:.__'...!on 
m , ine or the tn1k,\\ lllt.: >'I J\ 5  
( l l -\ pr,Jdud me1l1ud nr ,v ,tem c ,f Lllll'>trus::

t1on �h.J.!l he Jpp10ved upon the ru l'lpt
Jnd . ahC:.it1, \n 1 1[ .1 Produ<_t E\ J]uJt11 1n
Rq::i•Jrt tr -,rn an app1 < J\ ed PruJL'lt
F, J uJt1, in Emit\ ' -,u..._h J-, \"Jt11 1 r1.l,
[, 1luauon ::,,-,n 11 t SB, -CI Prridul L :--Jktv 

Te.stmg and l1 .1l1uMn Ser.Ke In\. etc l
md1c.1tmg the proJud meth,;J 'H "' -,tern
\\-..t 'i re-;tL'J m l• >mpl1:1n\.e w1th Tix Code
11r "-·1th the mtlnt ut The Ls::de ..tnt: tht_
rnxluct rr.etb, ,J , ir �, �k·m 1� t< •r e1e
purp..._1'-,e 1mcnJd at :east e, 1u1, Jknr , ,t
tliJt pres\.nb,·d '11 !'he (ode m qtuht\
srrength etfeL tlVl BL·-,� tire res1st.mt c,
durJb1hry .ind " 1ttw, a:::. apphc.1hl 1 ·

1 2 1 \\ hen there ,� nr it P1uJuct £\ ...1lu...1t1• 111 

Repon h\ JI\ l['! lfflVed entlt\ al [lf\1duu 
me:hod 1 1r "' ..,tern \JI c:,n-.trullir:n -,hall 
he apprnwd ur1 in reu:'1pt nt a Prr 1Jucr 
Ev:i.lrnuon RE'pi ,rt whtch 1s signed .1.nd 
,;;e.1kd hv J. FlonJ.L Lllen::,ed Prnfe�'>lllnJ! 
Eng:1'leer \ >r ,\n h1tect whu h.1-, m, L' lO
t11, t _,f 111(Lfe',( l t'rtJJ\111� l".Jl tht' �,rcid
uu meth,-,.1 t1r -,\ -,t('m wa� �e<;ttJ m 
crimp ham e " 1th The (1 Jce or \\ 1tl1 the 
intent of The \ ( ,de, meet� prDtnc, ,J.., 1nd 
�tandJJd<; aJr 1pred by The B,1.1rJ ..tnd bv 
J sub5e,:iuent "t v1t." Jnd fw.dmg tbt the 
11r, 1Jud rr.ctht ,d , ,r �, "tern 1�. •1 •r die 
purpo�e ll1ie't1ded Jt leas' eq1m,1knt J.'
pn:s\.nbe:.. m ThL' Code m qu...1hl\ , 
strength, effeL11veness, hre res1st.mtt_ 
JurJ.b1htv JnJ '1Jletv as apphL...1hlL' 
Pn Juel'-. 1pp•1 •\ ed under th1.., rr• 1ledure 
�mil be req1 1 • rul :, , � man1A1et1 1rl·LI 
unaer J qu.1.11, J", ',LJfJnce prngr,1m .::ert1-
hed h\ J.n app1 r 1\ed mdepenc.ent Llmd
pJ.rtV riualit\ t I Jnlr/ J] Jgem.y t( I \'Ult\' 
thJt the mod111 t:, \. untume tu be m...1nu
tJ.ctllred t,) the -,pectl:teJtlor.s nf the 
rn :JuL1 ';\ 'lldJ \', J ', re-,teJ 1,1J Jri'f11\ cc. 

1 ) 1 \ p:..>0UC mLlhuJ < ,r w�i.t"'D:::, , ii L m
'-.truLt1011 ,;;lull lx alpprmed Uf'1)l1 fL'lelpI 
, if J RJtK•nJI AnJ!y\l\ �1goeJ JnJ '1t.iled 
h1 J FlrinJa L.L..._n::,eJ Prnfe-,,;;1nnJI 
Enl!.tneer ,_,r \rd11tL'ct ,-,,,ho ha� fl" Ll in

tl1\.: , ,: ll1lere-,t I e:1L•, .n.,s thctt t!: e !'fl 1J
ULI me·.lo_•d , ,1 ,\ ��\.!TI Jmplle\ \\ HL 
The Cuc.e JnJ upun ::.ub::,equent re\ 1ew 
JnJ tmJmg tl i.11 the pr1 iJuLt, mL'lh, iJ 01 
w�rem 1� F 1r tlit 1iurp11<;e inter1Lkd .1t 

"' 

!t N equ1,J.lem 1, , tl i.1.1 prL \cnhed m l he
Lllde m quality, <;tft ngth, dfectri- ene'i\
hn re:::.1:::.tJn\.e, Jurnhilnv 1nd c;afet\ J'-,
.q,plll .1ble \!Jrum .m , 1 1te1u to he
1'1.__:, 1Jed .n 1 R.1t1un.11 .\n.1ly'i1'i Jre I J ,
h.1-,1-, ,.JI .-:s5 Jmpr1on, 1,cJ 1 2 1 s.peut t
0ed11 in , if The (1 1dl' the analys.l', relJfL .., 
tu, 1 j 1 n.1t10HJ.l -,unJ...1rJ) used fur ulu1-
1.1t1t 1ns, JnJ (-± l  cnn, lu\1< ,ns Te'-tln� ,_,f 
1 hL' prodL.ct, meth( d < ,r :::,\ :::.rem 'ih,,1 ild 
he ,JLu ,n'ph.:= 1ed lt fu�1ble Jnd the 
R..tlt• 1nal .\n.-:1\''-l'i ,lul] .__unw.n J. cemi1\.."
t1on hy the 'i1gner, ,eJler as t,) wh) 'ill! I t  
tc -,tlllg wa� not ,1\.uJrnrh�hed, 1f  Lt 1:::. rnA 
te..,ted 
V-6. AL !1 1L.<l 1un"L!rL t1un:> �houlct JLl ept

pr• J11, L' tc:- the 1 15e ITTIL'lldc-J \\ ".!Ch ha1 e 
re1e1\ l ,  '-,LJ.tt:>'1 1de Appru\ ,ll -,o long :is t.lw 
pr, 1dUL t 1.., bemg med m the same mJnner 
fur v,h1, h 1t rece:veJ '>L 11t·1,1, 1Je Approv...11 
Lou! 1un '1d1d10n:::. '-h\.,uld n< it require anv htr
Ult.r �e..,tl:1�, evalu1t10n r Jf ,ubm1'i'>ll)fl •J! 
, 1lhL'� e\ 1Jence t,, all,-," tlJL u:::.e ot J 
�We\\ 1de lpprr:,, ed pri ,dull til 1b 1unsd1C
t1on 1 hL' perrill� JpplicJnt ,full be re'-p•'n�1 
ble t01 demonstr...1tm� tc, tht Burldmg 1)fficul 
that rh� pn ,duct h bem� U\ed 111 :1 IT.Jnner 
tur \> h ,  h 1t ft:\.t'l\ eJ StJtt:'\-\JCle Appr•J\ 1! 

V-"" .-\ Butldmg 1)f1.__1.tl nuv Jen\ Ll--ic 
luca1 JpphLJ'1on ,)f prnJ11t t or :nethod ,-.f 
crJn-tmt t11 Jn v,,h.id1 ha-, l t-H'J\ ed St:1tew1Jt· 
AppH1v.1l hv The B0ard, lw,ed ,_,n a vmncn 
repi,rt \llc!,ned bv the ufl-1\. 1.1I thJt conclude" 
the prr ,duct .lpphcJti•·,n 1, 111\.Ufbl::-tent v. 1th 
u1e �tJt\. \\ 1Je Apprm .11 .in,l rhJl stJtes the 
reJ::-un the appl.tcJ.tlon 1:::. Jnl,_1tl'il�tent :iud1 
demJ! 1 ,t .1n .1pphc.1t1nn m.l\ be .i.ppe-Jled tt) 
The Bc >.irJ 

V-8. A Butldmg Otf11 JJl ma>' :ippeJ.l the
requm d .1ppru1,,Jl fur ()Ul use of J prndl:lt, 
meth1xl , r �1-"tem ,::if L ' lll"tn.c•1un to The 
BuJr.... l he 81 i1rd -,bJ.tl e�ublbh e.:-.ped11eJ 
proculure'i t11 handle "u..._ J i  ..tppeals 

V -9 The Board :::.h1>ulJ publish the IM \if
Ult: mJ11, 1dually :i.ppr0, ld [lrr_)Juc� and 
Pwd1Kt b 1IUJt10r. Ent!tlt -, 1ndudmg h 
elt:\.-r,.,n:l rr.eJ.m ThL Br 1J rli should estJhl!-,h 
n::J-,un.iblr tlllle framn J-...-,< cured " 1 th rte 
PrrJuLL Appwvil PrLu·:::.� Jnd the publi\.,1-
tH ,n ( 1! the l!St 

V-10. The Bo.ifJ ( f1 lr ,utew1del and
k'\.Jl '<:()\ ernmen: { ff ir Juul 1 mJ.\ establi:ih 
J.r;J ..._ ,_,llect reasor,able JnJ .1ppr1_1pn;ite lee-,
f1,r tl1e huduct Appr\.,\ al Pr,xess as nect '1-
Slf\ !( , 1 ,  ,1,,er the co"( \,t Lhe ProLe:::.s

V-1 1 .  All Jctlons hy 1 he Bo.ml .1nd
luc.1! 1 1 1 r1:::.d1Lt1om relatJH' I ( ,  P10Juct 
Apptr)\ .1! '.:lhould be re\ 1e,;,,able The 
Bc,.1.rd ,  ,..1ec :-1un:::. :-b,_,11Jd he "uh1ect l1) tl1t 
])�01.. t t i'Jrl.'� )et llUt J.'1 "l'l turrJ1 ll1 ::-.ellHlfl 
12U "17 cif the Flunda 'itJtute'> except that 
the i..dr111m:::.tr.1t1ve LIi¾ fudge � order -,h,111 
be hnJI JgenLv .1Lt1< ,n l he deL 1.S1uns by 

kol 1un'-dtct1ons '.:lhr;u]d he Jr:l'l{'J\Jble tn J 
L,_J\. " l  13u.-ud 1:1! ApreJl 1 ,j fa: eX.15L" I JnJ 
then tu ThL B,:.\1rd "' h, ''>L .1L11or.s J.re �uh
Ject t, , !L'Vlt'\\ under �e, t1un i::u 5� of tht 
F1011JJ '-,tJtute" J.� �et tr111h ...1hri\e 
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BACKGROUND: 
THE Coi\1M1ss10N's 
FINDINGS 
� ---: -
.•. 

-· - ' - - - � - - , 

-::;,--:- -

1. Codt" Development and Adoption

Man .., concern tor the safetv ,:-of !us
butidmg-'-' h.1� been fl'<. orded m the bws 
of some uf the most ::muent c1v1li1 Jt1ons 
Toe CoJe of H.1mmuLtbt crr..:-..1 170U BC, 
deJ.lt with this sub1ect Arnde 2�9 ul that 
Code stJtes, "If J bu1!Je1 has built J 
house for J m.111 and Ins \\. •Jrk 1s r.ot 
strong Jnd 1f the hou:::.e he has built tJ.11-. 
m md kill-. the hou.;;eht )lder, thJt bmlder 
shall be '>htn ' The LU!L1pse of J. woud
en amph1the.1ter ne.1r R•.Jme 10 2' ,\ D , 
killed or m1ured '30me .:;n,1Jon penple 

, prompting the -Senate tn-make regulJ
tions for the s.1fety of puhhc entert.1m
ment pl...1Les The de..,t�ner of.the t..ol
lapsed ,;;trucrure was h.1m,hed from the 
coun.lr\ The modern bu1JJ111g code-, '-1f 
tod.Jv reflect these sJme concerns, 
although the penalt1e'> h )r v1olat1on ..ire 
somewlut les:, dracnmJn 

Bu!ldmg code rei;:uL1t1ons are Jevel
oped to protect the puhl!L' m gener Ji 
and J.t ! Jrge, and to emm e :1 rea:,un..ible 
and ...1.ft1 >r<l.1ble deg1ec 1 Jt sJfetv, he.i!th 
and v.elf..trc llf the puhl1c m the de'>1gn 
and constructiun of bu1klmgs - the 
-Butlt Environment · These regulations
protect live'> and pro pc rty, promote
mnmatton and ne-vv technology help
ensure eumomIC v 1Jhd1tv through the
ava1lab1lit\ of s.;fe and .1ffordJ.ble hu1l<l
mgs and structure, Brnklmg codes pn
manlv estJbhsh mmunum <iafe st.md..ir<l-<i
for the design .md comtructmn of new
bu1ldmg'> hv J.ddre::i<:,mg such 1-<i�Ue':l J:,
structural mtegntv, mechamcal plumb
mg electnul, hght hl'J.tmg, .ur cond1-
t1ornng, vent1!Jt1on, hwproofmg, an<l
eXJt svstems, sate mJtt'nJb energy df1-
-::1encv and acce:,:,1b1lin bv person:, \\ 1th
phvstCal J1Sabilit1es

H1stonuliv , regulat1< m ot Flond.1 -. 
_ Butlt Env1ronment, mdudmg the pfL)

mulgat1un • Jt codes .inJ �undJ.rds, WJ.'i 
the sole re'>pom1b1hty tJt local 1unsd1L -
t10ns In the early seventies howev 1.:-r, 
the State beg.1n to recogmze the 1mpur � 
ta nee of regul:umg, on J ':ltate"' 1Je bJ. ':llS 
the ,;i.. d.\' m v. hKh the St.1te 1s de\ eloped 
To th.it end, the FlomlJ. Legislature 
enacted '>ULh hws J� rl1l' EnvrronmcntJl 
Land and WJter MJ.nJgt·ment Act ot 
1072 the Hmda Hou"-mg P!Jnrung \Lt 
,J[ 1 9-3, thermal effic1enu st.ind.Jn.h m J. 
StJtev.-1cle energy code and m 197'-:I .m 
Act estJ.bh�hmg ChJptL'r 'i 'i3 ,  Bu1ldmg 
Construction Standard::-, which for the 
first tlme enumer.1teJ the 5L.1te .\hrnmum 
Bur..ldmg (ex.le:, approveJ for use m 
Flonda 

To meet thi gnJ.b of thoughtfull� 
fJ.irlv . .md u�n..,1..,tentlv reguLttmg .1nJ 
de ,. t_ tnpir.::,: F l r_1nd.1 ' ,;; Built r m  lfL'nment, 
m 1 972 the k:,;1-.IJrure creJtcd the Board 
qf L�m!dmg (\ lde� and St.ind . .lfd�. the 
rnJm functmn ( 1f whICh Vi as tt) e::-tabh,;;h 
JnJ enforce the ".it..tte .\Iumnum Building 
Crnk':l The B,_1Md Vi J,:, a te, hrncal body 
whKh recen eJ 1dm1mstrJtJYc ..,upport 
h r1m the Dep.irtrnent of O ;mmuruty 
Atf.ms The Rn.nJ member'> represented 
the vanous :it.1h·holc!ers 111 the Butldmg 
C ucles System, mduCmg k,ul buildmg 
()fill 1als contul t0rs 1nd de::i1gners, Jnd 
Wt. re .ippomte<l b\ the Governor .md 
C( lnhrmed hv the 5enJ.te Wh1k the
Bc1Jrd of Bu1lJmg Codes Jnd St.md.J.rds 
still eXIsts today m roughly the .',,dme 
fn1 I11, It no loni.::er has the p, nver to 
enforce the Mm1mum Code.., ,vhICh 1t 1s 
�till rec;pons,blc tor :idoptmi,; - those 
p(m ers have been turned ( •\ er to the 
m(•re th.in '-:!n0 l1x.1l iunsd1Lt1ons, mch.;d
mg local school hoards, J.nd ".itJte agen
Ut'':l \\-1th butldmg constnH ... t1< ,n regu!J
tlun responsrh1 l i t 1es 

:-::.hortl} 1fter the State's .1c;<.eI11on of 
1t':l regulatory p,, \\\ ers over tht� Built 
Emu onment, !nu] govetnmL'rlts .ibO 
begJn to assert their authuntv tr.rough 
their home rule puv. ers In Jc!<l1t.J.on, 
dunng the 1 ri,q1 I\, Flond.1 expcnenced 
Jn unprecedented mcrease m devdop
ml'nt, part1cu!J.t ly with rec;ped tu smgle 
bm1h housmg Th_,s grov. th wa-. the 
prnduct of .:i.n eu inorruc env1runment 
v. tth lo\\- mtere-.t utes, little unemp[oy
mc-nt Jnd the per,::eptiun of · huom
tm\ n" opportumtte'> The as::it.·rt1on of
home rule power-, mu;:ed v. tth the
unprecedented gru,;vth rate ,::Ju<.ed res1s
t.1nce Sute mten ent,on v. 1th ( 1r overMght
of [! ><..J.l government's ahtl1tv ti ) cnntrol
the rate and qu.1!1t\ of corr-,tm .. t1on m
th.it loCJl 1umJKtion

As re.',,ult of the shift: from State regu
lJtion to each locJ I  governml nt ':lc'pd
rateh regulatmg the Built Em mJnment 
w1thm its geu1,;rJ.ph1C bounJJne'.) build
mg construction LUITently 1s regulated bv 
a rJ.nge of codt''>, ..,t..md.ir<l.',, .md .1dIT11m<;
trat1ve rules -wh1d1 are developi_:J ::ind 
Jdopted 111 rebtn e 1s,)latton ti i ,,ne 
another Section .:;-;3 -3 FlondJ StJ.tuk:., 
require::- e3.ch of Flond.:i 's aprrnx1mately 
'-:ln(1 Inca! code enfmcement 1unsdKt10ns 
an<l 1 '-:1 State .:igenues to adort- ,.md 
enturce one of tbe four rrummum build
mg lOJes set furth m th31 sect10n The 
ad,,._,�ited code mu-.t govern the LOnstruL
tJon, erect1on, ... .1lter.1t1on, repdir or demo
lition ut .1ny bui.Jdmg for wh1d1 the local 
gu, ernment ,,r :-.ut� agencv ha'> re-<ip0n
s1b1ht) The four rmnunum CCJdes are eh
g1ble for adoptlun . .md subse, 1uent 
ch::tnJ;!;e ,x modtf1utton by .inv luc.il 

iunsdIL tJt>□ Jnd other ..1genc1es The four 
mmunum c1 >des 1re 

The "-tJnd..ud Buildmg Codes pertJrn
mg tu t,u iJJmg, plumbm1c;. mech.m1-
c.1l, J.nJ gas lpromuli;.1.ted by thl' 
Souti1L'fn Butldmg C ',)Je Congre..,.., 
InternJ.tir)rn.] InL 1 .;;scn ) .{ pm .lte 
not-t� 1r-prnfit .igenq' ) 

2 The One Jnd Twu F.1mtly Dwdlmg 
c,,._.de ( promulg�teJ hy the Counul of 
AmenL Jn Bu1ldmg Uff1c1J.ls !CA.BO !, J 
pm ,Ht_ not-for-pmht .igeno, 1 

3- The Sliuth FlondJ Bu1lC:mg Code-.
J. Tht Dade Counr1; Edition (promul

g..1teJ Jnd .imendLJ bv the D.1Je
Count\ Coffi1Tll%1on \

b The Brow3.rd Count} Edit1on I pro
mulgated and J.mcnded by the 
Bmw a1 d County Board of Rules 
.lnd ,ppeals 1 

'-:I The EPcOT Code I promulgated b\ 
the Reed\ Creek Imprm emem ni:::.tnct 
IRCID I, a S_[)ec1:1] I'..L\.mg D1stnct ) 
TI1e '-.und.ud •fanulv ' of Code-. by 

SBCCI .1nJ the One .t'1d Two FJ.m1h 
Dwellmg (_ odes bv C \BO 1re prnmul� - gated Jn<l updated m the same manner
SBC CI ,_.., une l)f three model code 1 )t ga
mzation-, 1 the 0th er two bemg the
Bu1ldmg Otftc1als and C ude
Admm1<;trators lntern.1tH 1n3.l ! BOC.\ ) Jnd
the Intern.1t1onal C0nkrence of Bu ildmg
OffiCIJb r fCBO) ) SBCCI I..':, o-vvm:d .md
governet l hy its votmg memher� who
are butidmg department personnel , �uch
as bu1ldmg c1ff1c1ab, m-.pt.ctor.., and
plans rev1ewer-<i, who Jre responsible for 
enforung Jnd ..1.drn1111<:,tPrmg bmldm�
regulatH•n" The area u! tt)CUS of �BCCI
1s the 'louthem reg1un l )t rhe CmteJ
States I Lnuis11na, FlnnJJ., Texas
Tenne::>':lt L ,  Georgu South C.1ro!mJ.,
Al.1bam..1 Vlfg1ll11 N< 10h C.irolmJ.,
.\hs::-1:.s1pp1 and ArkansJ:, ) CIBO mem
bership 1 <. tndC:e up ut tht: member_..,h,p
of SBU-:J ,  BOC.A .. .ind TCRO v. hose mem
bershtp l':l pulled from the other regions ·
of the cuuntrv

In add1t1on to \'Otmg members , these
orgarnzat1onc; ha\e a r::tnge of other
member-.h1r categone::, that provide
Jes1gner':l, manufacturer<:., tnde as::,ocu
t10ns cnmr,1ctors bu1!Jcr� and the like
v. 1th the <:,Jme level ot ::.en tees thJ.t J.re
ava1bble t( ) Cl )de enfor,,._-ement 1unsd1L
t1ons Such c;erv1ces as J.d\- 1<:.orv mterpre
t.ltlons, trammg, and pn >duct e\-aluat1nn
are a\·.11.Lble to all memhers

The u,Je dewloprnent promulg.1-
t10n proL-e'>"- fur both �BC,CI :ind CA.BO 
codec; .ire 1dent1c.1l Anyone mJ.y submit 
J. propo..,ed Lode chJngc t0 SBCCI or
CABO for lOm1der.1t1on dunng the
.1nnual cuJe change cyde Presentatlons
J.re made Jurmg rrudve,u heanngs hr
mdustry repre-<ientatlve� hu1ldmg JepJ.rt
ment perst)nnel Jnd design profes-.u m
Jls Whtle onlv \'Otmg member� 1 State ,,r
local govt rnment repn:>'>LntJ.tl\. es 1 \-ote



on rllul ( lunges mdust:,,- rep1esentJ-
t1\ es v.. ho sit on c1 nnmmee"i v, Jte on the 
1rutnl ch..1nges to the (T ,de Nt w eC:t11JD'-' 
d the ( !1C.e.;;; 2.re published t \ en tl'.ree 
ye::u:, w1tl 1 ye..1rlv Jmendmem-, promul
g..1ted du1mg the mtt.1 1m 

The 1 hree moJel code :i.�enue'-
hJ\ e rn cnth hrmeJ Jt7JO: <.0Illlllittee<; 
for the purpose of drJfung the mterna
t1onal Bu1ldmg Co( le ( IBC l \\ htch t '> 
expected to be J.\ J. IJ.hle for .1,fo ptmg •n 
the 1 t,:1r :::.nno I t  1-, mter.deJ th-.1t the IBC 
.rnd 1b IJ.m1h of c, ,des w1il r Lr!Jce the 
model l udes currently pwmulgJ.ted by 
SBCCI ll BO dnd ROCA 

UnJe-,, the Bi 1..1rJ of Bu1ki.mg Code-, 
anJ �tam\Jrds Jetenmne:, th.n one or 
more nf the yeJ.r[y .1mendment::, ,ffe cru
l !J.[ to t·munng contmued hctlth JnJ 
'-J.fet\ tu the publit ::.uch J:, re'--ent 
amendments to the \V ind luadmg 
requucments nnly the new LJttionc; tJf 
the Code--; Jre de-,1gn..1teJ fnr d'>t:' bv the 
Board The Board nuv adnpt either all 
or a part of the�e u ,Je,, exct.pt the 
5tand.11d Plumbtnl.!; CnJe which either 
must ht .1d0pted 3-, .1 v- hc�le or nc,t 
adopted .it Jil 

The Stand:trd r ,muly of Cude, Jre 
che prt.dommanth u-,eJ co<lL -, m the 
State with all but three .--.f rhe -,ume --1C1t l 
coJe enfqrcement 1unsd1Lt1om m Flood.1 
using them \ the e\.Lept1om Jre DJde 
Count\ ,tnd its mun1up.1.htit. , ,  \l, h1ch .ill 
use the DJde Ed1t11 Jll of tht' 'louth 
Flom.ii Hu1ldmg l :l ide , Bri )w ,ud County 
.ind tb murnc1pJbt1e:,, which Jll use thL 
Broward Edition d the SL,uth Flonda 
Building Code and RCID \\ h1ch 1s the 
only Lode enforn mem 1un':>J1Ct1on 
which u,es the EPCOT F rnuly of 
Code,., 1 

Pn.. ,entlv, there Jre fuurtL en local 
1unsd1L t1ons wh1L h use the CABO cudL , 
hov- e\.U, SfftJOn :;;-'iJ 7)U l requires t!ut 
[1f the One JnJ rwo F .1m1lv Dwelling 

Cnde ,., adopted tnr re::itdent1:1l constrnl -
t10n, then one oi the otht'I reLogmzed 
model L L-xies mu,t be .1dnptL'J for the 
regul.1t1un of other res1Jent1J.l and non 
re:,1dentul structure, " 

The D:J.de Ed1t1un of tl1L' ::-outh 
Flonda Buildmg l ude 1s prr J !Hulg:i.ted 
and Jmended b\' the Dade Luuntj
Comm1'>::-i1on on cyde estJhil'>hed by the 
C0unt\ C1Jffifil1S'>H lll llntll th1:, , ear the 
code ,\ JS amended un J.!1 .1:,-needeJ 
bac;1:, fhe current 1�ounn l.umnuss1on 
rec.entlv passed ,m ordmance whICh 
allow'> .1mendmt nt, onlv on 1 �-year 
cYcle The Count\ Comrr.1'>'>H in 1.s sup
ported hy the D.1dt. County Btuldmg 
Code L <__)tnphanu· Ufftce Vvhll h, dn10ng 
other dungs, 1� 1e,pon:::.1ble tor the 
prq,Jut1un and tedm1cJ.l w'>e:J.rch ,7t 
prop0<;ed 3.menJments All mumc1pab
tJ.e5 withm Dade Cuun� IOU-"t use the 

\ tT• 1<n nr tLe f\J.de (c,unt\ [d1t1nn 
'.!Jorted b\ ;he ( nunty ( l 11 l lll11S5tOJ1 ,md 
m,w ::1ut make .mv amendments to thi.:: 
c.•)Ut.' 

L nhke tnL· I ude Ed1Ut •n the 
Brnward EilitH 1 1 1  '--1t the S11uth rloml1 
Building; CuJe 1'> promu lg.tted and 
JmerilkJ nr_,t h\ me Br,:•'.\ alrd Ct7UOt\. 
Comm1s,;;;1 1_ir. hut hv the Bi oward C"unr., 
Board of Rule, ,ind AppeJI'> 1 BORA l 
wh!Ch h.1:::. 2 1  members mdudmg mdu'>
tr\ n:pre:-entat1\ L·-,, fire st:r. ice prufe -,
::.lL•n.1!, J. C(;t1,1nner ad'. nLJ.te cilld Jn 
ad\ ( ILJte of the J1<;.1bled 1 he membc1c: 
uf thL B,Jaro ot R,1les and .\ppeals ,ue 
\ 0iunc1..e.;; ,;,. hr, .1re Jppomted �,,- tnt 
Cnunty Cun1I111-,,1on The '-- L'de 1:::, 
JmenJed on Jn J'>-nceded hJ.slS by 
B(JRA 

':-ubstJnti\ ch the South Flur,d.1 
Bui!dmg (1,de ,md the m, 1 1  other mm1-
murn '--i ;des d1,u1ssed ah< 1ve differ 1,n]y 
shgf,c!y, the ffil•'>I c;1gmf1C:mt dllfcrenu,; 
bemg the �mc.1 B1 )me DE ],n<; :::iund.m:i 

l he EPCOT Code ougmallv w.1::,
b.:1::ied un the 'lJtlon's ttiur :::.tJnd.1rd 
ffil\Jd rnJes, SRCCI ICB1 ) BOCA .md 
the C 1t\ of Ne \."\ York Buildmg CodL 
Tht. l :c,de 1:, ..1rnc.nded ev{ n t\vo ye:tr':'.> 
anJ JIW pers \ Jn mav suhnut prupo-,cd 
cot.le chJnge:::. J:1J. present testtmt ,m 
durmg public hLJrtngs 

In Jd<lttton tn the code, Jetd1ied 
Jbm L' the leg1-,[..1ture .;;pcl 1ttc.1lh Jdnpt
ed J uniform ,et ot electn'--Jl �tanJJrd:::. 
whKh mcludtd the lLllJO Nat10nal 
EleL tI KJl Codl' \NEC) Univ the 
Le�1,\Jrure h.1� the Juthont'. to ad,,pt 
Jnv upC...1te c,f tlm code The :\EC tu:::. 
been updated ,mce l�NO but the 
Lc:g1,lJture hJ-., nut Jdoptt'd Jny ( 1f the 
ne\\, t r  upd.Ht -, 

[.1ch ot tht L 1 •des 1:::. updated penoJ
lt..Jllv bv the rdevant pH ,mulgatmg i:nt1-
t1e-, Flonda .., .1drJrt1on 1::,t the upd.1ted 
\ er,.,1om of thl \ Jnou:::, L < 1des 1s J m o
tiered process First, the floml.1 Bn.lfd of 
Buddmg C,_,Je-... and St.mc.!Jr<l"i detu
mmc::::, v- hetht r ,Lil or part ot the upJJted 
, erwJ n-, sl'.ou \C: be Jdopted A . .1'1er tht: 
BnJ.n.l J.ppr1 ,\ l -, the bce,t \ ers1on, lur 
mt- , local )ll fl'>Llict1on:::, tvp1ully adl •pt 
orJmanLe':l reflt. Lrmg the Lodes 
appro\ ed h\. tht BoJrd t'Ven though m 
the lJ'.:>e of th(' �tandarJ l ode:::., mo-::,t 
1umJteuom J.re .llreadv mv,Jlved m the 
C( 1Je Je, elop111ent prot..e"s through 
membership 10 SBCCI 1 he loc,.11 .1Llup
t1un proce::,, , itten can t Jhe a year nr 
m, )re exclu<lmg time al lotted for 1mple
mentat1un .1nd ffiJ\' mcluJe J c,_impktc 
rev1e,\. .-:if Lle upd:tted wr::i1on cif the 
code, gu1dJnLe to the J.dnptmg entity b\' 
the promulg,1tt1 1 or the hmldmg , ;fhual 
Jnd publlL he..1nng pruc_c-.::, 

ln J.Lkhtit ,r. 5ec.uon :;:;J -31 --± 1, ! ".l 
.11lnv, ., local guvetnment, to JmenJ J 
rev1-,ed or updJ.teJ ver�mn of one ,_.f tht 
m,Jd cc,de-, prm 1Jed '>U'--h amenu
me,1b J.re mut e stnngent thJn one ot tf'e 
",tJte Mmunurn Buildm� Cude::. ) i ll b 
.1menCmenh .ire J.llo" Ld tf the loul 
gr ,\ emt:ig bt llh deter:nme'- follr ,,_,, ing d 
pt' bhc heanng, that there 1s J. need t,_; 
<;tn ·ngtllen the requuem,�nts of the 
:Vlm1mLm C1 1de� Such determmJt1r ,n 
must be hJ<;l d on a re\ ie';\ dem,�,n..,trat
mg tlut !01...1! l ond1uon" 1ustifv mr ,re 
,tnngenuequlfements k11 the prolt:'Ctton 
l •t l ite J.nd pr, Jpem, Furthermore J1".>
cnmmJt1on algJm<;t ffiJtl'nJ.l, prudul ts or
u ,mtruct1on Lechmque'> nt aemc_,n,trated
c.1pab1ht1e<; 1'- prohib1teJ

This tw1 ,-tiered pr(Jt ess ot JdL1pt1,)n 
Lit 'lltrumuri cc,Jes first by the StJte Ful
k ,weJ by ad( Jpt10n Jnd ,1mendml:'nt of 
th< ,,e numrmun 1..odes l )\' local 1u1 1,dK.� 
h1>m .... .1use-, .1 C:ehv m the unplementa
t!! in of the mo,t recent Jnd et·eltl\ e 
u)de':l Jv.11l.1ble for use ,\lorem e1,
bt uuse the choice of which LOde 1s 
u-,eJ Jt the lnc:il lewl t'> \\ 1tl11n the sule 
d.J".>Cret.J.on of luul governme:1t, rlcinch s 
Sy:::,tem prumotes a pdtl hVvork-ot d1ffer
t nt verston'> of the mmunum codl -, JS 
.1mt.nded and Jpphe<l lncJ.l'.\ 1 P Je.1se 
�t L Appendix - for mJr� refleLt.1.ng the 
v .1nous codec; ..1nd ver-.H�ns of the'>e 
l ( ,des J.dr;pted by e..1( h ,_if Fl,)nd..1', Code
Enforcement 1unsdtct1f ,m l

In add1t11 in to the ')t.1te _\1lm1mum 
Bu ildmg Ct>de:,, <;pec1altv code" n .. gulat 
tng energy df1C1enC\• .rnJ .Kces,1hd1t\' 
fur pers,)n" ,;;\ 1th d1sah1lit1es Jlso J.re 
Jdopted at the State k vel The FlunJJ 
Fnergy Effo 1encv Code to1 Bm!Jmg 
Cun:::.tructtc.1 11 ( Energ1, C uJe l 1s a true 
"itJte\\ 1de- L t>Je, div1JeJ mto compn
nLnts reguL1tmg re::iid1·nt1.1l anJ I nmrner
t ul tJ.c1ht1e, The Energy Code 1, 
.1mended n e1Y three " ears by the 
Depdrtment of Commi m1t\ Aft.11r-, 

The b.1,tl requ1rernems for the 
Flond.1 An l''>'-tb1hrv Code for Bui!Jmg 
Con-,truct1on I Flonill A1. cess1b1lir1 Code \ 
were Vvntten mto Fln11dJ lav- but the 
l l)l)7 Legt,L1ture .illov..eJ hrmted ,rnthon
l\ tor the BoJrd of BuilJmg Code'> Jnd
�undard':- to mJke arnend."Ilents The
1907 ed1t1un of the Flonda Acce,�1b1.ltty 
C ,ode refl.eL b the tedmteJ[ pmvl'>1ons of 
the Amem .1ns with D,-,.1bi.l1tte:, A.ct 
•\Lces�1b1.hn Guide!me'> ( ADA .. A.C I v-. h.ich 
\V ere adople<l bv reterence ,rnd ..1mend
ed to refle( t certam Flon<la-.,pel 1!1C
ru.J_uiremtnts Feder�li !J,;i, requires thJt
the Flor::dJ Access1b1litv Code must sub
'-tJ.nt1.allv , die ct the A DAAG req uJre
ment.:- Jnd 1:::. other\\ 1,e m complunce
with the tederJI AmenLan "- 1th
n1sab1hue, . .\ct lADA I As of thl Jate 0f
this Report, the FlonJ.1 Acces:::.1b1htr



l ( ,Je hJs heen submtttLJ to the JeJer.il
[)epartment ( it JusttLe < [!Of ) for wmph
Jnce review ,md has n .. \_ etved p1elmu
nJr\ certif1ut1L•n pending rwu puhhc 
ht'Jnngs one tederal .rnd one stJ tl' DOJ 
Lertificauon ot J State I H loCJ.1 cnJe 1s 
�1gn1hc:mt m that sud1 , ert1fiLat1un pr�-
\ 1Jes rehuttdl,Je e'> ,dent e m J court nt 
]J"' that 1 bu,ldmg ha,;;; l ieen de-.,gned 
an, l cc,nstrudeJ m c_omplunce Tu tlh the 
ADA if J JJ';tnmm..ttirJn t r impbmt 1.., 
tiled "·1th the DOJ \'{ hilt not J. i_))mplete 
"h( )lc-ha.rmle..,::. assur,rnce, cert1hut1on 
hdps ensme that a.rch1teccs a.nd huildmg 
0,, ners v-111 he !e<;5 ..,uhJL'<-.'.t to tm 1 1!C1u<; 
\J\\ SUIL" 

Buth the } nergv Lt ,, k and tht 
FlonJa Acce..,..,1b1hty C:o<ll' are enfo1 <..ed 
b, local g( )\ l�rnments lll the sa.mt ma..n
fil r .1� the Sure Mmunum BuilJmg 
(1)Jes, e::-..cept the:,e c, ,de'> can only be
amended b1; the Flond.1 Legis!Jture <..>n a
sutew1de b.1._,1..,

In addition tu the-pk thof3. ot dJJe-, 
.1.d, 1pted :llld used by lot'Jl governments, 
the ',tate h.1.., granted hudJmg con..,trnc
uon regulation respo�-;1l >1hty t0 fourteen 
State .1genc1C.., TI1e codl'.., or stand.ml..:; 
ec;tabh.,hed Jnd enforled by the<;e :--rate 
.1gennes mdu<le mtmmum code.., tnr 
bud<lmg plumbing mel'ha.ruol, electn
cJI Jnd fire, J.':> �ell a.s '>pcctal o{_cupan
c1e:, and use'>, ':-ULh a.s '-itJte-ov.-ned 
bu1]Jmgs puhhc sch(Jrih, h1,;;,torn_ butld -
1ngs correct1()n,d fac1l1t1e.., resta.urJnt<; 
hnsp1ta..ls, nuNng home -;, day care cen
tE.f.':>, devatur.., md b01k 1::- (PleJse :-,,ee 
Appendn;: S tor a complete ltstmg ut the 
State a.genCJe" with bu!IJmg conc;truct1on 
ncgulat1on re'.)pons1bil1ty Jnd the cr_Jlie::, 
an<l 'itandarJ.., nf thme ,1genctes l �tate 
Jgencv coJl:'.., JnJ ::,t.mdJnb a.re Jdupted 
lh!Og the rukmakmg p1n{_ess JS :ict torth 
m the Admm,..,tr.1t1ve Pn\cedurt::-" Alt 
1 ChJpter l�n Flonda :-,,t.:ttutes) 

A.11 of tht )tJte a.gem\  codes JnJ 
st.rndards a.re a.pphed m local 1um<l1L -
Uom, Jnd often o·;:erla.p with the 1dmm-
1stratton ot the codes adopted b) Inca] 
1urnd1ct10ns Fur ex1mple, if a.n e le\ Jtor 
1, hemg mst.11lecl, the hu1lder J"J rL"4Lured 
to comply �tth the !oCJI 1unsd1ct1on'::. 
J.dupted building code, the mech.m,ca.l 
coJe, the elc:ctnca.l coJe the fire pre
vrnt10n code, .rnd the life safet1;· code, as 
well a::. the StJte devJt{ lr {_0de a.nd the 
Florida Acce..,..,1htlm c, .,de At leJ..,t four 
different regubtory ent1t1e"J wtll nave 
s11me mfluence over m..,tJllat1on of the 
tlev ..1tor Converselv, m ..,ome 111st,rnces 
a.., m the CJ:,e of puhlK -"lhoob Jnd cor
rc<..t1ona.l fac1hues the local buildmg and 
btt depa.rtmL·nts have nc , review .md 
1mpect1on authontv J.t .. ill 

2. Code AdmIIl1Stration and

Enforcement

Currenrl'I- , loul �mernment"1nd 
':,tJte J?:t::nl It'" ';\ 1tl1 '•mlJm� er ;I1Strt1Ctl1�n 
reta;uhc1un re..,p,1n..,1hil1tv I Code 
[r{f0r ceirn·nt Jun�d11 t1ons or f_ EJs I hd.ve 
the re,;;,p(Jm1bil1t\ f, ,r JJrrunistc I mg a.nd 
e:iforun\..; the rrLrnmum code .1dorted b\ 
the CE] LEJ) mclude l0<...al hutlJmg a.no 
trre dep.1rtrnents, lrn Jl schuul huJ.t t.i\ 
Jnd the l"J. Sute :igtnuec; \V :th huildmg 
, 1 :nstrucuon regu1a.t 1( ,n respun'l 1btl1n 

Admm1::.tra.t10n .md enforet ment 
Juthont} t ncomp,b..,e'> the J.bil1tv to 
- promul_g.tte anJ .1dnpt amendments tn

the StJtL _\lm1mc.:n Butldrng L ode:,
- {_·ondul t pl.m rev it w<; and ,'ospecttons

c1nd interpret the .1prhca..ble t ,_Jdes md
..,�andarJ.., ,

- esubh::.h pr,)�:-am.., tor the numte
na.nce oJ butldmg.., .ind ':>tructun:::':> J.fter
the 1ss11Jnl.e uf ct rt1fJCa..tes r 1f t 1ccupan
C\

- estabh..,h mech.1m"m-" fur the Jpprov.1!
and uw 1 1f new pr o<lu<..Q:., methods nr
svstem::.

- establish mecha.rn::.ms for appe.1lmg
dects1om of bui!J1ng Jnd fm· rJhc1J.ls ,
and

- eswbh..,h muru.1l-.11d progrJrn..,
The.':>L' proce-,�e � .ire ec;u[l[ i..,hed mc1-

v1Jually h} e.J.ch <,epJ.rate CEJ hJ:,ed 
upun the { EJ.<:, re'>Ollfl es, m.i.npuwer and 
le1,e l  ot pr0Jucti\ 1t• 
a. Code Amendments 

Cnder the current wstem, 111 CEJs 
.1J, 1ptmg nne of the mm1mum l t)Je:, 
m..n- unJu ct:rLlm u ind1t1nns amend 
the J<lopted mm,rnum coJe<; thrnugh the 
luLal orJtn.tfilt' proL{_:'.I-" tor loul go�ern
ments a.nd through 1 � \upter i.::r, rule
ma.kmg pWl'edures lnr Sta.re agenCJe" 
rhe State :VIm1mum Ru1ldmg Cudes Act , 
C lupte1 'i'i.3,  Flomh 'itJ.tutes i the "Act ' l  
penruts SULh amendments onh under 
�he follov. mg cuc um..,t.1nce.., 
1 The amendment ,s more '.)tJ ingent 

than the JdopteJ .\-lm1mum CuJe, 
2 There 1::i a demon..,trJted need �o 

a.ppl) mure stnng1 nt cnteru 
There 1:, J Jetermnutlon tlut l0c.1! 
cond1tLom 1usafy rnure stnrrn:ent 
rc:qu:rcmenrs for the prutectH in )f li!E 
a.nd pre ,perry .mJ 

--± The 1dJ1t 1on.1l req u1rement.., Jre not 
J1:,cnmmJton ag:imst maten.11..,, prod
ucts ,x ,-onc;truct11 ,n tedm1ques ,)f 
demon..,trJted ca.pJb1ht1es 

While the Act pnlv1des CEJ.., w1th 
th1.., .1utho1 1t\', anJ pre..,cnbes the rrereq
u1s1te stJ.ndarJs fc,r Jmendmg the 
-.\hrumum Codes, tht· A{_t ne1tht r pro
vtdes 0ver51ght wuh re".ipect to tbe,;;,e 
..,tanJard-, nor dic�.uc, J -::nle tur amenJ
n:ent a..d,)pt1,m .\� ,i rec,uh Jmt:ndments 
by k•c.1! government, beCJu::ie ther are 
done through the ordma.nce pr, JCess, can 

be Jnd rnutlfleh .ire 1d( irt<..d "' 1thout 
regard t, ) the c;t.1tutorv cnren 1, ,md on 
1nv L\ t le dete1rnmed by thL part1cul.1r 
CET \', bJCh car he .1� uhen J'> e,en t11ne 
the eleLtec boQ\ meets Furthermore 
there Jppea.r:::. tu be no rourme review ,Jf 
loca.l ,1mendmenb fur LOmp!JJncc wuh 
tl-ie :-t.,tut,·Jn cntLru, n,Jr d, ie� there 
1ppeJr to be JD\ erJorcement nt t.I'.e 
..,tJ.tutnry cntena with reganJ to localh,
.1d•Jpte<l a.mendment<:, ;:-.:Irirenver, ne1thc1 
the :-t.nut,)JY cnten.1 nor mu-,t l(_)cJ.1 , ,rJ1-
nance.., 1 equrre J , r J<;t-henebt ..1nJ.lys1s t< , 
be pe rt( ,1med nn :i prop< ;..,eJ Jmend
ment 1 herefore, Jmendmenb tu the 
mmunum code:i LJD be a.d, ,pted >'. Jth()ut 
a.ny regJrd to tht c!;c,t or brnef1ts to gnv 
ernmcnt the mJmtry or thl' public 

1he  .1bll.lt\ of 1,_-EJc, to Jdopt 1mend
menh 1"> J. p,mcr v,.:h1ch 1.., med often 
U\ed hy local guverrunenh tr ) lhJnge 
the a.dnurnstrattvt> prov1s1on.., ut the p.1r
t1CuLu Mm1mum Cude dJ()pteJ bv the 
CEJ ln tact, 1t 1:- rJre thJt J l EJ J.dopc.-, 
the tomp\ete suite {_)f Jd01101..,tr.1t1ve prn
w;1(JJ1.., nf a cuJe lnsteac I< )U! amenJ
ments ,1h:en_ ch1nge the 1dm1mstratm;
proY1"J1on.;; tu cnnt< )rm with tlut pa..rtICu
la..r lnc.1! governnwnt's loul 1d011rnstrJ
tJve prn{_edures for example Chapter l 
of the 'itJnd.ard Bu!lJmg CudL prrw1de., 
requirement.<, relJung to v. fut types ,_1t 
proiect.':> Jre subJ('l t to perm1ttmg, when 
perrrutted v.hJ.t m..,pectt0nc; mu<;t occ. ur 
Jnd be passed betore J 10b L Jn contm
ue n:qumng a hml mspernon, md 
ma.ndatmg 1ssuJ.nlt.  of a. cemf1ca..te of 
occupJ!KY for prn1ects pern11tted un<ln 
thJ.t Lode Ea.ch ,Jf these reqrnremenG 
fil.J.}' pwfoundly Jffect the (beck and 
ba.lJ.n( e provided hy the enforcement 
Jrm ,1t the crJJe - the loul liuildmg 
depJrtments 
b.-Codc Enforcement 

Loi .1! go\·ernmems Jn<l \tJte .1gen
c1es "' 1th butldm)Z rnmtruct1nn regub
tton re..,pons1btli11e.., Jbo J.re responsible 
for enk1rLement nt the vanou.., <..Ode:::. 
and standJrd°' Jdt•pted b\· the CEJ 
Entnrcement mdudes the 1:,'.:,u.1nce of 
butldmg permits through tht. p!Jn 
rev1e� process, 1he c,mtmued enforce
ment , )I the code through the mspecuon 
proce::.::., e:,ta.bb-"hment of pr()grJms to 
ensure the <;tructure remJ.1m m J 5afe 
and ,;;,amt.1ry con<..11t1on, the .1pprova.l of 
ne'w products merhods 1nJ �, stem:i for 
use m J loc.il CE! J.nd esta.bl t�hment ot 
.1ppel1Jte nghb reldt1ve to dt l 1..,10ns 
made ,,n the<,e ent()rcement 1�sue:, 
Althc •ugh enfor{_ement ,1f the lodes 1s 
m1ndateJ. bv FloudJ !av.·, �Ute !Jw doe,;;; 
not �peufy any p.1rt1cu!Jr org.1mzat1on,t! 
structure tor bu11Jn:g Cf.'Ue enforcement 
The org.1mza.u,_1n.d -,uu(rure requue
ments fnr enforcement pwce::.ses are 
ec;ta.bhshed bv e:ll h of the c1pproXlffiJ.tt' ]y 
-±!JO CE_h throughout the State 



(1) Pbn Reviews, Inspections 
and Interpretations 

The tundame1t..li purp<-,..,e c,f d1e 
p/Jn n:·\- 1e>w :ind 1mpect1on p1r,ce-,.., 1-, to 
cm,ure th,tt the ".>Uhlll1tteJ pLm::i dre m 
compbanLe v. 1th the ccce J.n<l th.it t'.1e 
buildmg or '>tructme 1::i bc'm14 consirnlted 
m �ubstant1c1! complunce u 1th the pt: r
n11tted documents Jnct appliuble code:::, 
Inherent m the J.Utllnncv to review pbns 
J.nd conduct 1I1Spect1um for L ode c,Jm
p!1Jnce 1s the pov. e1 tl1 mterprct the 
C( •de-, and ,;;tandard'-' bemg applied 
While it clutly 1s the 10b ()f the vanou'..> 
Je1, els of luLJl bm!Jmg and hre officub 
to perfurm rhese funLt.lOn::i, 1L '" not their 
JtJb to actuJlly comply with the codes 
Code comph.mce bl\-, squ.1rE lv "-1thm 
the dut1e.., nf the hl l·n::ied de:::.1gn proil '..>
'-'10nal5 JnJ ltu:med contract,Jrs 
l'n.tortun..1teh h()'wever tc,dJ•/-.. Svstc•n 
does not provide a deJ.r delme,:i.t.10:1 of 
the:::.e role-, A::, such , desu;n profess1on
..1b and contrJctorc; , itten u'-'e the plan 
re\ 1ev. .. m� m,pect1nn proce-,sc:'-' to tt'll 
them how to comply with the J.pphCJhle 
codes 

In .1dd1t1un to J .._onfusion of rnle 
Jdm1t1.un-., today -" S;, -.rem d( )(:.., not ptn
vide Jny bJsehne reqtmeml'nt<: for the 
pl.m reqe\\ J.nd pt.rmmmg prncesse., 
'¼ lule the Mmunum Buildmg Codes all 
wntJm pwvts1om wh1Lh, if tollowed, 
\\ ould prcw1Je for Jn effec...tn t' effte1ent 
.1.nd umfonn phn re,'1ew .rnd mspeu1on 
procesti, thl' J.mend.1.tnnr pov..eP. granted 
tel CEJs Ill 1t univ permit, but promote 
ch.1nges to these suggested prO\ 1S1om 

-A.., ..,uch, e:1l h CE} cJ.n and dues adopt
It.':i own p!Jn review .1nd 1mpection 
rel.jtllfemenb For CXalmple, jllL'id1ct1om
van, greatlv m the t\ pe�-of Pfl1Jects
'-"hteh will he suh1ect to pbn review ,md 
1mpect1on, \\ hat tvre� of prn1ects -
n:qrnre the :::.eal of a licensed profess1on
.1.l designer, what 1mpect1on::, Jre m:1nd..1-
to11 , remspl Ltlon requirement-. Jnd
� hether a tmal m-.pt'd1on Jod cert1hcate
of nccupancv 1s requtred

E, en 1f J.!l CE_Js folio" ed stJndJrd-
1zed procedure6 tor , unductmg pl.m 
reviews and mspectil>ns, the need to 
mterp_ret the codes ..1nd stanJ.1rds bemg 
J.pphed dunng thu'JL procec;�P-'> v. ou!J 
undermine- the hem·fits g.1.med bv J sun
JarJ1zed pruce'is Dunng the p!Jn 
re\ 1ew and mspecwm prcxe�"· lool 
bmldmg and fire otf1uals LOn-..tJntly ..11e 
requ!ftd to interpret the applKable code 
prrn·1:,1on-. The Comn11ss10n found th..1t 
mterpretauons not I mly will J1 ffer from 
1umdict1on to 1umd1Lt1on, but w1thm .1 
-;mgle 1unsdict10n, Jc:. u ell In tJct, the 
mo'>t conurnin difference of upllllon 
o.._u1rs bet\\ een brnldmg .1nJ hre ofh
culs relatn e to life -,..1frty 1s,;;ul -'> Flond.1 
lJ.v., requue.':i that thc.N: conflicts be 
re-,olveJ m favor of the more ,;;;tnngent 

1 equiremern, but nJJke<:i m) p1,-)v1s10n for 
the resolut10n of tlut conflKt 

Other dJJ:fereDse-, of opm1on J� rt , 
huw a er ,de prm 1<,10n should be mtt'r
preteJ m the ose < if the ".-tJndJrd C, ;de-.. 
Jrl' -:,omet 1 mes re-.,, ilnble thrr,ugh the 
1nterpreu11uns ufkred by �BCCL , 1J the 
wnne1 mlerpretJ.t1ons founJ m the 
l ,  ,de.:; or rhrr,ugh the tedtf'll ..,_] Jss1stJnce 
1 it :,raff Bet J.use ;"JBCCI 1s J rnvate enti
tv ho>we-ver its rntc-rpret::itlum Jre nun
limd1I1g T! >(_fay's '.'.ivstem c, mtJ1fu n ( )  
prov1s;c,n'-' for Bmdmg lnterpretJ.t1ons hy 
tht' promulgatmg ent1t1e-s ln-.,te..1d, tlllN' 
d1-;sJt1.':if1ell ,,,. ffh the mterpretJt1on ot J 
butldmg ( 1r frre otfa-1al are left u 1th the 

' remeJ1e.':i e ... rabhsht.d bv tht !ucal JUf!':,
d1Lt1on\ .tppelbte µroce,-., \\. h!Ch u-..uJl
h requul.., the plan rev1ev. m mspt'lt1on 
pr,xesti t(J Lome to .1. hJ.lt while t_he 
..1ppe..1! 1-., pendmg 

(2) Maintenance

Each of the Swe Mmnnum Butldmg 
C< ;deti hJ-.. generJl prc•\ 1s1on-. regardmg 
t�'\1stmg bu 1ldmg.., :l:1d the n--rent of the 
I, i.._JJ burkhng depJrtment .':i J.ufpohty 
h-.ent1all} the loul bui!Jmg otfrC1J.l b.1-; 
the nght , if entry tt he hJ.s reJsonablc 
l:'..lU.':ie to -,mpect J building , nntJll1'> J 
L(Jde nnbt1on whJCh mJ..ke.., --.uch butld
Lllg or strnL rure un'>J!"e, d.1.ngcruus ur 
hJzardou-.. Cron , tJnfumJtH on of .':iU<-h J 
( onJltlon, the structure may then be 
dLdared un,<,J.te Jnd the def1.._:enLY 
requrred tl , be 1b.1tc<l by rep.ur .1nd 
rdub1htat1(10 or bv demoht1t,n 

Hov. E \ t.'r 1I1Stea1d ot ut1lizmg the 
JtHhont) of entr\ and mspection, local 
U:Js typ,ully rely lm compl.imts Jnd 
penodK m,pect1om m..1<le under the 
.1.mp1Les l ,t the loul fire otfidJb to 
en:-.ure th..1t butlJ.mg<, are m .. unramed m 
.t, cordanff with hie ::..1frti.· rc-quuemt nb 
Loul foe l ltfo.:uls will co0rdmate v. 1th 
loc.1.l bu1ldmg offtcJJ.ls tf s1tmt1on� are 
tnu iuntewd v,.luch Jre haz.1rdi ius, but 
the worh.mg reL.1t1onslup t\ p1.._.1Jh- J', 
mtormal, \\ 1th little or no udmed ,<,trul -
ture 

(3) Product Approval 

FlondJ has no tormal Pn )duct 
b..1lu.1.t1on Jnd ApprnvJl Svc;tem E.1.cb 
1unsd1Lt.1nn Jetermmes u h.0 t t, pes of 
products must be ev.1luated J.nd 
Jpproved .rnd the te.'-tmg prutocols fur 
',Ulh products While each 1umd1"tton 
hJs this d1-.Lrc't1on, ,.,-.. 1th the cxcepuon (,f 
one 1unsd1Ct1on I D.1Je County l, the gre..1t 
mJ1nntY nf 1unsd1ctmns exerc1<,e that J,.,_ 
cret10n on .rn extremely limited bJ.s1::, 
Imtead but!dmg l_)Jfiuab rely ,m the h:::.t
mg of .1.pprnved pruJucts a'> rubhshed 
b) the SBCCI as pa11 ,Jf the St.1.nillrd
Ru1ld111g ,�, ,de With respt:ct t1 i thu:::.e
product., nut l!Sted buildmg offte1J!s
h.we complete J.uthl1nty to requue the
nt'ce'iSJI)' proof v,. ht:thc'r thrnugh .1.n
c:v..1luat1on report dune by J "ertilied
tl''>ting labor.1.ton ':iULh JS l nderwnters

LJbi >rat()nes or F..1Lll •rv Mutual. "rat1,mJ[ 
Jn.1.h s1� ' .._ertif1ed bv J hLemeJ desu.:n 
profes<;1, 10..11 or ',(J!l1e other protocol , to 
-.,ubstantute that rhe produLt will meet 
the Jpp!KJble code:::. 

l'nhkt. the c,ther junsd1lt1uns m 
Hunda, DJde County does not utih7e 
the )BC( I hsnng,;;; Jn,;;teJd 1t has estab
lished its c1wn Prc,duct £\'J lu.Hicm J.nJ 
Approv.1.l �ystem \\ luch mdude-.. the 
tvpes; of produLt.., whILh mu-,t receive 
Jppro\·Jl pnur to \N:' m the Cnunt\. JOG 
protocols tor the testmg vt des1gn�tLd 
products Des1gn.1ted pro<luch must go 
through DJde Count\ :::. prncess urespec
tn e c{ v-. lut otl-.er testmg hJ-., been pre
viously pt rtorme<l Jnd whJt other 
appronh the produLt h.1.s recen ed 
Other Jumdtcuum ..1round the Sure Jnd 
rhe country wtll Jn G_pt J D.1de County 
.q"'proval ..1-, eVIdence that J product 
meets apphl.dWe l C Jdes 

(�) Appeals 

Each It ,ul 1un:::.dict1on e-.,ubhshe.., the 
proces-; by whJCh J dec:1,1on ot a budd
mg •Jr fut· rJfic1J.l 1 <, JppeJled In some 
1un.':idict1on:-. the bu1lJmg off1ctJ.l r on 
l'>"Le<; 1m nh mg the \ J.nuu-., huildmg 
1 r_,Je:::.) or the fire uthC1al < on issues 
mvolvmg the flfe pre\-ent1un cude or lt.te 
,-.,Jtety code I has the fmal \\ ( )rd on mter
prer.mnm ConflKt'> betv,.een the two Jre 
re.,.olved betvveen the brnl<lmg and fire 
t 1tt1uals m ta, 1Jr ot the m9rc �tnngent 
prons1on In other 1unsd1rn1 ms, the 
hut!dmg or ftre oflY1alS mterpretation 
l ::ID be Jppe.1.led to J. local Board r_1f 
Appe.1h \\'hether the fmJl wrnd belongs 
tu the otbual or to ..1 ,;;pec1.d buard, the 
neA1 level of .1.ppe,d is to the C1rcmt 
( nun thruugh an cxtrac,rdmJry . .md d1�
LretIOil::lf) wnt cJl led a wnt ot cert1or..1n 
rt the C1Ku1t Cc,urt J.cceph the LJ'-'e, the 
l..1:::.t level L't JppeJ! 1s to the D1stnct 
,c ourt of Appeal 

Actions ,;;uch .1.:::. the Jdnpt1on ot Jn 
Jmendment to tht \hmmum BuJ..ldmg 
\,i )de by urnnty or utv c0mm1ss1ons ur 
cnunctls Jre .1ppe.dable univ to the 
l:!fcu1t Court thr,7ugh Jn Jctlun for J v. nt 
ot cert10r::m 

Current1v no luc.il .1.ppe..11s are 
"dlu,\ ed to the Energ\ Code the FlondJ 
.\ccess1b1lttv Code nr the l mtorm flfL' 
SJfety St.rndards A, Less1bil1ty Code 
\\ .11ver requec;ts g() to the Bn..1rd of 
Build:.ng (odes .1nd Stm<l.J.nJ-.. 
fnterpret.Jt10n:::, of tl1L Uruforn1 Fire S.ifety 
\t..1ndard-, .1re handled throu�h ..1n m
house artornev m the Dep:utment vf 
lmurance, .md appe..11s go r.._, the 
D1v 1s10n of Adnurn,tr.1.tn·e HeJ.nngs 
1 DOAH l under the A<lm11mtr.1.tn·e 
P1 ucedure'> Act I AP,\ Jl Ch 120 F S ) 
Appeals nf rules J.J11pted by the other 
State JgenL 1e.':i with huildmg constrnct1on 
regulation respom1b1hcy are ..1lso Jppe.1l
.1ble to DOAH under-the APA 



c . .Mutual-Aid Programs 

The Dep.1rtnwnt of (,::,mmumt,; 
A.ff.ms 1s the 'It.He \genC\ IL  ..,pons1ble
for coordmaang emergenLT , ,reratiom
m the � ake of .1 n.ttunl d1s.1�tcr hke a
hmnune Part d thJt c,per.ni, 10 mclude-.,
n1l1b1lmng pl.1n.., re\ 1ewers huliCmg 
mspedors and the mdu,trv tn m JrounJ 
the St.1te to unmedi.1tdy move m and 
pruv re.le re-build '>UVtees, mL lud1n1s 
re> 1t: wmg phn�, i:::.:::.umg pern1115 a;1d 
pertCJrmmg mspeLt1om tn d1..,.1,te r 
:::,truLk areas I n  the w.:1.ke ot HurrKane 
Aridrew, the Dep.1rtment ot ( 1 nnmumn 
Affair-, and the Building Offio.,J.., 
Assrxut1on of F!on<la have e"\.eLuted J 
Mutu.11-Ald Agreement wh1Lh l l •rm,d12e.., 
tlus process 
3. Code Compliance through

Education, Training, Licensing and
Disciplin�

0".'.er :ind llver ag.un, the 
Cumrn1')5ton he.1rJ tesumom .md read 
rep, 1rt.., 1t wa.:::, nc 1t the v. e.1kne-.,ses 111 the 
cuJes themselve<, th.1t LGntnl iuted to the 
exten-.,1ve storm d.unage from Hume.me:::. 
A..ndrev., , Alberro Bent Op.11 .md Enn 
but the t.11.lure to LUmph with ,md 
entorce tolll)· s cc,mplex ,::md umfusmg 
System of multip!t codes and ..1dnurn,<,
tratJv(' prncesse<:. A-., ::.uch, complunce 
bec.une J m.11or focus of the 
Comn11ss1on When :::.tud\1ng me J<;<;Ue<; 
relatn,e to compli.mce , the CnrnnllSsiOn 
found that the ke\ to good Cl 1mph . .mce 
,..., to lu1,, e J. properh educated Jnd 
trained worktorce coupled with the 
ability to effect1\d) police th,11 work
force thr_qugh a ..,trong, log1CJI l lcensmg 
and J1-.,oplrne prugram A.s \\'1th the 
other .1re.1s of tuJ.1y � S\·stem, the 
Conurnss1on found FlonJJ. '> LU!fent 
complunce toob to be deficient 
a. Education and Training - State

Licensing and Discipline

StJte and loc.11 grn ernmenb morutor 
educ:1.tKJO and tr..11mng stand,tnh 
through hcensrng schemes Flond.1 
Statute., establish l iLensmg '-''- hemes for 
)CJ!lle, but not Jll p1111C1pants in the 
Buildmg Codes ;'.'IJ"-, tem 
- Clupter '-!68, P.1rt XJII - Bu1ldmg Code

.\dnurustr.1tors ,md Inspectors
- Clupter -f' l - Fngmeenng
- Clupter "-±81 - Architecture, Intenor

Design and LmdsLape A.rcl nteL ture
- Clupter "-189 - Ct )ntractmg
- Chapter 033 - F1re Pre\ �nt1nn Jnd

Cuntrol
The:::.e statute..., -.,et up the 

Prote�':l1onal Boards will.ch g, ,vern ea.ch 
of the:::,e c1tegom '> nf hcensees Jnd rru
v1de J prereqU!:::,Jte mL'fture of education 
and cxpenence m nrder to be'--1>me a 
hcensmg candidate 

'w .th the exception Llf l 'JntrJctors, 
am one wan_tmg t0 "' ork m one of these 
held, must obtain .1 license C( mtrJctors 

may hnt .1re nfJt 1equ1red to huld .1 State 
hcenst> •:1 ,xder !•) ,;i, , ,rk in a p,11t1t ubr 
1un-..c'wt1un as k•ul gm emmenh are 
free to e<,tablJ<,h requ1Iemenc:, f,x , Jbtarn
mg a lc ,ul license I CJlled a reg1:::,tra11on l 
and pernut am one l ,ht:urung .1 !, K .11 
bceme �rc,m UlJt 1un..,Jru1on ILi \\ cirk 
onlv m tint 1unsd1Ctton The reqrnre
ments tur obtamml!; ,L local reg1�trJtlon 
differ ..:re:lth from ]un..,dictton-tu 1umJ1c
uon Unlike .1 l,xal rc�1strJ11on a �tJte 
Contra( t• JI'> L:cense Jllov. 5 J contrJ.ctor 
tu work 1n .1ny 1umdKt1on m tht State 
without luYmg to meet .1ny furthc-1 heal 
requm:menb 

E.1Lh �tare hcen..,ing categun 1.., gm 
erned bv a State Br_,.nd ,:ompmed of 
mdrv1duab trom the p.1rt1<..ular field gav
emeJ hi,, the Board .\ll L>f the B( urds 
are housed Jt the DL'PJ.rtment r 1l 
Busmes.., .md Profe,-,..,H mzd Regul.1t1on, 
with the excepttun of the Boa,d whICh 
m·er)ee" F1re Offic!J(..., ThJ.t Board 1-., 
huu�ed \"\ 1th the StJ.te Fire \Iar�h.1! Jt the 
Department of Insurance 

Contr Jctors Jre g1 )V erned b, t\vo 
separatt Bo.1rds - l l I The Comtruct1on 
Indmtrv L1t.ens111g Bu.ird, which n\ er
-:.ees the hLenstng .mJ d1':lciphre 1 1t gen
er..11, butldmg, re,.,,d�nttal, roofmg, �heet 
meta.I, a ir LOnd1t1onm::.i;, mechanH J.L 
pool, plumbmg and undergrnund util1rv 
and excJVJt1on CflntrJlturs .1nJ 1 2 1  the 
ElectncJI L:ontrJctur.., LKensmg BoJrd 
which uverseec; de< t11ul and Jl.1m1 sys
tem cuntr.1ctur, 

EJch of the::.e Bi 1J1J.., Vi resD0n-., 1ble 
for est.1bl1..,lung the I 1lense fa .. �mm.mon 
and contmumg edu..._·,n1on reqmrernents 
for, ..1nJ the d1sc1plmmg o[ the lit en..,ees 
under 1t,;;, control .\-:. -:.lKh the..,e require
ments difter greJth· trom BOJrd to 
Boa.rd F, ir msta.nce, the State 
Contractnrc; hcensmg exJm ts pnnunlv 
dtrected ,It testing hu ..,me�,<:, acumen, 
� h1le .il l  t it the c,ther e.\.J.ffiS tocm un 
testmg of 1ecnn1ul pr,,)fic1enc1e" Al l  of 
the Boa1d-, have e:-,tJhh�hed some le\'d 
of contmumg eduu.tion requirement:,, m 
order to n:tJm J hcen�e, ,;i, 1th the eXLep
t1on nf the Engmeermg Board " l1 1ch 
has cho'>t-11 not to require contmumg 
educat1011 ,Ls a pren:1 1u1::,1te to mamt..1111-
mg J pnife�"10nJ.I engmeenng license 
Of the Boards v..hich d,..1 requtre umtmu
mg eduut1on umb the number ot uruts 
I hours) dtJ:fers, and none d1ct..1te ..,pectf1c 
n pe:::. uf 1.. t 1ntmumg eduution umb 
v. h1ch mu.;;t be uh.en FC1I exJmple, n,J
Board required J.nv <..:EU rdatn e tt 1
LOde,;;,/mtt. rpretJt10n..,
b. Education and Training - Local 

Licensing and Discipline

In addition to the "itJte requm:ments,
each lOLJ.I government mav set lugher 
contmUlng edmatlcm requrrement,;; for -
11s l.tcensed personnt.1 1 7uildITTg 1)thc1.1!s 

bu t.!dmg tmpeLWrs .1nJ pl.1ns rev1e\\ ers 1 
I ,  )\,_J.l gm n:1ment� aLo m.w loc.1llv reg-
1-.,rer contrJ,_tur.:. who Jre r:c,t alreadr 
licensed bv the State .1nJ mav e:::.tJ.bh..,h 
local hcen,;;,tng reqrnremcnt\ for wntr.1Lt
mg u.tegune::, 1.ot J..!re..1dv co'-ered hy 
!�h.1pter "-1�9 of the Flond..1 StJ.tutec, ..,o
CJiled �'>pL'uJlti,, hLeme..., ' Under Flumb
L1w loo! rcgistrat10n and specialty
liu:':mmg rnJ.\ not interfere with a ;-it.tte
L1.__en-;ed Contractor 'i Jb1lttv to v. ork m
,my 1um,dJLt1un m the St::ite, hov.-e\ er,
kJc.1! gm l'rnments rnutmely use the ..,pe
cultv licen-.,es to adopt n:'LJ:Urrements m
their adupteJ nummum u><le th:i.t .1 :,ute
LKensed ( onmctor :i.lso nbt.1m J I< 1ul
license or lu\ e localh licensed mdl\t 1Ju
.1ls on the iotNte at ..111 tlmes LoCJ.! g< iv
ernments e..,t.1bhsheJ the..,e requ!fements
>\ 1th the !Judable J.lill ot ensuring th.1t
tbe people ()O the 1obc;1te who are actu
..11ly overseemg :ind domg: the work
{ uc;ually .1 '>urenntendent J.nJ subcon
tractors , nut the u)ntrador I understood 
the local rn<les and pff'>Le,-,c,es The end 
1 es ult however, was to ( 1 mdermme the 
reJ<iOn for obtJll11Ilg :md m:i.mtJIIllDI!; .1 
�tJte>\ 1Je liLeme l - that 1.., tn De able to 
pull pe-ml!(..<, .1ml use am· v. orkforce m 
.my iunsdK tJ( ,n 

The authnnty of !nu! governments 
tu d1:::,c1plme mJrv1duab v. hu hold J 
:-iute license 1s illTllted to uusmg .1 , 10l.1-
r1on to be un recte-d, mdudmg -;tc,ppmg 
J 1nb until J vtolatlon I'> c orrected J.nJ 
�u�pendmg or revokmg penmtung pm·1-
leges w1thm a jumd1Ct1Cln even though 
1t 1s the locJl buildmg otf1ual not the 
:-it.ue Board Members who see the day
tu-day lack of comphanLe by design 
prokss1on.1b m plans suhmmed .1nJ b\ 
.... ontrJ.ctur� on the 1oh�1te Local gowrn
ment ITIJY not fme a StJte licensee, nor 
does It have  the authonty to smpend l)f 

revoke J hcen<,e Tho..,e J1:,c1plrnary 
measure:, .ue the sole .1uthunt\: of the 
StJte Bo.1rd.., .\1oreo\ er_ there 1:::, no 
mechamsm tor local bwlJmg official-.., tu 
nottfv the StJte boards ot "bad actor'>" m 
thetr 1unsd1Ct1ons 
c Education and Training 

Nonlicens<d Individuals 

Three cnt1cal part1ctp,mts m the 
Building Code" S\ .<:,tern Jre nor hcen.'>ed 
Jt either the <;,tJ.te or locJl levels - the 
restdentJJ.l de..,1gner, the ..,upenntendent 
,md the workt.r on the 10h The re)iden
tlJI designer 1.., respom!Dle tor designmg 
al m.11or percentJge of ',mgle-farrulv res1-
dent1al homing whid1 1s Jt nsk of 
\', eather-re!J.ted damage Although the 
design anJ u )nstructlon d1xument� from 
tl e5e res1dt nt1Jl designer.., must meet JU 
.1pphcable C<Jdes, it ts the licensed cnn
trJ.ctor (or rJwnerl whu 1-.., ultlmatelv 
rl'-.,pons1ble tnr that Je:::,1gn becauo:;e' 1t t.':l 
the contraLtor I or Ov\ ne-r J "' ho obt.110.., 
the butldrng perrrut J.nd secures requlfed 
1mpect1om Jnd the cert1hcatt of occu-



p:in,._ v Current Fl( 1n<l.1 l.rn tor dL·..,1�n 
prnless10n.1!--., therLrore e\e-mph J ma1c,r 
pomon GI the srngle-t.1m1h Jes1g'1 
mdu--.rn frnrn hcen--.ure .111J n�gul.mon, 
resultmg m thouc;.mds cif �tructun � 
bemg con�truc:ed e:1,._h )'t'J.r w1th( lut a,n 
panic1pat1on bv a licemed Je'::,tgn pro
fesc;,on:il 

The 5upenntendent 1::i the pe1-::,on 
h.ire<l bv the owner or LuntrJctnr to 
ou r::iee the Jctual JJ.y-to-JJ.y 'M1rk on J 
prowi._t Supennten<l,mtc; ,ue not typic:illv 
used on �mgle farr1h· residence� but :ue 
reserved fnr large res1dent1J.l or n 11nrner
c1al pro1ects On ':illLh pro1t.·Lts It 1� often 
the unlicensed supenntr nJent, nut the 
lICen'>ed contractor, whu 1'> on thl J•Jb 
v- hen mspntlons c1ccur �mLe the ')Uper
mtendent m er':iees the dJ) -to-d.1\ \\ nrk 
on the 5tte .1nd handles the impel tJ.om,, 
the J.b1hn- tu re:id the pL1m and <,peufi
catlons and undeNand huw to comply 
with The Code ,.., .__ruc1al 

I he \\ Orker 1� the perc;on on the J•Jb 
domg the JLtu.11 u )mtructJL,n work and 
mcluJes evervone lrnm the person harn
menng the nJ.tl) and sawmg the \\OOd tn 
the J0urnevman plumber .10d eleL tnc1Jn 
W h1le c;omt' 100! JtmsJ1Ct1on5 ha\ c reg-
1str.1t1on requtrements for 10urnevrnen, 
there Jre rn i l1cemmg requlfement::- at 
the )tate !e, el Mun.:uve-r. there are no 
hcemmg rc:qu1rements for J.nv other 
'.\orker on the 10b Therefore, 1t !'> left to 
the design profes:,1nnal ao<l the contrac
tor, the ooh md1v1du.1ls Jc;-,ooated v- 1th 
the pro1ect whc, hul<l J. licL nse to ,:nsure 
the project 1� m ,:()mphamL with rhe 
Code - 1 e , th.1t the people m·erst emg: 
and dOmg the work are competent and 
prnperlv tr.1med Interestmglv, neither 
the licensed design profesw:inal nor the 
contr.ictor Jre requ1red to he phV'>!l.ally 
pre5(.0t on the 1ob-,1te Jt ..10\ pnmt Jur
mg the wn..,Lrucuon or 1mrew0n 
proLe':,S 

B. T:-IB P:lG3L�;.\1S (.1.l7S2D BY
FLORIDA 's CUR.}lE>IT
BlliDi'iG CC·DES �-i,TDJ
Flonda\ current Svstem of aJuptmg,

admm,stenn� Jnd enforcm'<; :he l l JJes 
which govern FlonJa <:, Built 
Em 1ronment together v. Ith the v. a\ m 
wh1Lh the p.1rt1cipams m the: Bu1ldmg 
Ccxle:, �ystem are- tducated, tf:lmEd :ind 
d1sc1plmed hJs J. lJvered etfect on the 
BmlJmg Culie'> SYstem, the Butlt 
Em 1ronment Jnd the oveutl welfare of 
the rn1zem vt the St.ite The 
Comm1'ls1un has tound th.J.t no smgle 
def11..·1enc\ has; c.1u�ed J bre.1h.d1.1wn m 
the rnrrent System .., .1h1hty to proll'Ct the 
he.ilth, safety and \\ elfare nf all nt 
FlomiJ.'c; c1t1?ens lil ,m ethuenr, etlectn e 
and l oherent manner However the 
manner 111 "" hich the Svc;km hJs Je\ el
oped hJs re..,ulted m :i par.__hworh. ot 

tt. dm1ul "inJ .1dmm1scr,Ll l\ e pi , •Lesses 
v. h1Lh all,_1\\ for t( 11 , m.;_m pec,ple to
Juenr_mt' wh..J· ,._ r;Jes J 'e uc;ect how
tb, 1-,e code<i J.re .1dmm1c;tered JnJ
enforced alOC lD[t'-vettd anC. tu ,-.,. hat
le\ el tht: r'.1mcip.1nt::i m the S)' <;tem J.re
eduuteJ n:imed .1nd dNmlined Wh.1t 
lul],J\Y<; J""l the 1,,.:, 1rrurussiu� s hnu1ng\, 
b,1-,ed up, ,n 18 mnnths c ,t presentJ.tron..,, 
dbl W5:>1um Jnd llt•1JJte'> \"\ 1th fl '-peer t( , 
thL prorilems c.1med h, t� JLh_ ot the 
:'.,\ '>tern '> demenh - CodL' Dev el1 ipment 
and _-\dc,ptrc,r.. l:, 1Je AJm,_ni:,tr.1tir in arn l 
Enfurcement, and Code ( omplunce 
thr, >ugh FducJUnn, Tnmmg J.nJ 
D1'>c,plmL' 
1. Code Development and Adoption

Thc fu-,r tw,J ! .n er-, ' ot cnm ern
with FlonJJ':, current Building Codes 
'.::>v-,cem , 1.__1..ur at the Lf_1Lk deYek,pment 
anJ Jdopti1 1n suge The- tirst "lJ) er ' 1s 

CJU '>ed b\ the m1t1.1l :idoµtron hv rhe
Bo,11J ::>t BuJJmg Code.., .1nd St.inillrJ.., 
of esse-ntullv foe 1\ltrumum Codes -
{ l 1The _ St.J.nthrd F:trruh I if Codt.:::. ( 2 lThe
C,\BO One anJ T\, n  FJnulr I)\\ dhng 
Cude, ! 3 1  I he Snuth FlondJ Buildmg
Code - 0.J.Je Edition 1 ➔ 1 The Suuth
Flunda Buildmg L'nde - Brov. JrJ.
Ed1t10n, J.nd 1 ',) The EPO)T C,,de - and
then the -,uhsequent Jdupt1un b\· '-Orne
--±lll J CEJ� i if one 1 (1r m the .__a::,e I if the
CABO Code, rn,o I of the .\luumum
Code:, on the bt

Thr::i tw< ,-tiered aJoptlon pr< 1Less 
Ji!o\"\ s be'>t for a Jelay m the 1rnplemen
t.1non ot the most recent J.nd efkdrre 
codes ava1lJble fut use Jnd, Jt the wor'>t 
fur the CtJntmueJ use of J.n outdated 
veNon c,f the ad1 lpte<l codes A� 1s 1llu..,
tr.1ted b) the mJP'- attaLhed to this 
Report as .\ppenJI\. -:-, tlu-; phen(Jmep.on 
Ol.__ urs -w hether t l te CEJ 1.., ...1doptmg the 
5r.rnd.Jrl! F ...11ruh ( ,t Codt :- 1 even though 
the loCJ! huiidmg department po.:rsonnel 
are mtrm.itelv ffi\ ( 1h.-ed m che p1 1 imulga
t1on of thL' code I ur the \r ,uth Flcmda 
Cc,des I m  which l ,t'le t'J.Lh mum.__ipahty 
v. ithm the L 1Junt\ v- htle perhJp-, n1Jt so 
d1rectlv 1m olved I n  the promulg.tt1on, 
theL•retrc .. dlv 1s gP,Ln no choice J.'> to 
wh!Ch lC•dt. or .__0Je verc;ion It U'>t'3 1 

Thus, the first !..lyer" prov1dt·:, 
flondJ v. 1th a multitude ot code<, , 1ml 
\'t'r..,1uns ,:it ·ho'-e Ludes, m use m over 
--±n! 1 Lnde t>nforct:'ment 1unsd1Ctir ms 
J.r( lund the StJk 

rhe sc cc,nd ' Liyer · 1.., generJted b\ 
the .1dd1t10ml con::itructlun regubtton 
rc",pom1bil 1ry granted tc, 1-± Sure Jgen
Cle'> The:::.t· respon..,1btltt1e., mclude pro
mulgation , it Fk1nda s EnLrg\· .1nJ
ALCt''-)Ib1ht1r Code-, by the Department 
,)f l ommumt,: Atf,ms wh1.__h 1-; enforced 
::,y local hu,ldmg departments the pro
mulgation ,_if .1 Umfnrm �chool 
Con'>tnKti'J!l Code b\· the Depc1rtment ut 
Educanon, �h.ich l'> idmmrstered 3.nd 
en.lnrced hy local -,chool hoards, the 

"" 

p1omu[gJt1on nf the l"ruform he Safer,, 
',tJ.nC:arLi'> h\· th,._ DcpJrtment , >t 
lmunnu:: wh1d1 1s enh )reed h-.,. .ucal 
tlfe dep,1rtmenh cnn'>truct1on :itandar,i,., 

"mJ plam H:TJev. Jnd Jn<.,pt:ctlnr1 pr,::-1..e\)
l') for St.lte pn:::.om, pr•Jmul�Jkd and 
u1forced bv tht. Dep.1rrrnent , 1t 
1. orrect1uns J.:::. " dl .1s J pleth,Jra ,Jf 
utlier bt.indJrd.-- 1elJ.tmg to St.1k-ov.ncJ
huildmg'>, Sure uruwr-,1t1e� Jnd comm�-
nity colleges, rE staurJ.nb, ho')p1ta]5 mirs
mg homes, child u.re LL'Oter':i h1stonc 
hmldmg", JillU'>L ment 'ldes, bfli lers J.nJ 
elev1tor:, 1 see AppendL\. H 1 �nme of 
the:,e cude-" and qJndJ.rJ.s -1re .1Jnun,:i
terd :>L•leh b\ the StJte I e g ,  u ,rrec-
tu mal fac1ht1es l, -,ome '>( )lely hv locJ] 
hu1lJrng mJ fire JepJrtment'> 1 1..' g the 
Hund.1 l'.nergv J.nd AcLc ss1b1ltt,, Code-, 
JnJ the I tfe S.1ktv and Fire Prevention 
( odes 1 .1nJ some by bt__ith the State and 
l( >La.l bu1ldmg J.nd foe departnwnts I e g , 
! 11stonc but!dmg.., ! or lucal Slhl )1.)! boatrtl� 
k g  public SLh1 >(1ls l

The"t.' )tate regu!Jtu lil�, along with 
the .1b1ht;. ,;f some -11_1(1 1unsd1d1nns to 
l hoose l or not Lhoo5e 1 1 ine ut five
Mmlffium Code'>, pre..,ent J confusmg
Jrray of � r<les and sw.nJards ,1ppl11._Jble
ro Flond.J.'s Built Envuonment This
-"Lheme of de\ elopment Jnd JJuptJ.on
lu:, C3.med differences tu O<-CUr trorn rny 
tu atv .1nJ county t•J lOUntv m the
JpphCJbk rrurnmum crides and c;tan
J.rnb This v Jn,1t1on m.J.rb the hegm
nmg 0f J. complex :ind L0nfu-,m1:; web of
o )Jes, c;tJnilln.b Jntl J.d..i111n1..,tr:J.t1\ e
proces-.e� whtch make-up Flonda's cur
rent Building CuJes S\ �rem
2. Code Administration and

Enforcement

The next several 'lJ'r ers ' uf concern
,;,,1th the t urrerit Sy:::.tem mvulw the 
Jl.lirun1qr.1t1on and enforcement of thL" 
VJ.nous ,tdopted Lodes Jnd �tJnJJ.rdc; 
The Juth1 intv of even c_ EJ to 
- promulgate and Jdopt Jmendments to

tht St.J.te Mmunum Bu1ldmg Codes,
- e-,tab!i'>h progr.1ms for the numrenance

1 )f bu1.k.imgs J.nd :::.truLture� atter the 
l�'luanL e I if .__ertif1cate'> uf (J(lllf'ancv,

- conduu pLm review� Jnd mspection'
and mtLrpret the apphuhle L'ndes .ind
�tJndards

- establr::ih mechamsm:::. for the .1pproval
Jnd u9� of new products, methods 1 ,r
s, stems

- estabhc;h med1.1msms for appealmg
Jec1�1ons l)f building .1nC fire ufftuJ)..,,
and

- provide mutu .. d-:11d m the wake of d1-,
"t:-ter�

a_ Code Amendments 

The rlond.J BuJdmg CoJe--. .'\ct 
grants CE f s the J.uthont) to adopt 
amendments, Jt any tune, to the 



>"lJ111mum Bu1khng Cr.ide'- nnh upcin .1 
5hc,\1; 10g thar 
l The J.mendment 1.., more .'lt1mgent

tlun the .1Jnpted �L:11mum (,-:,Je,
2 l beie 1S .1 demon..,Ir::tted need to 

:1pph ffioJt e  strmgl'nt cnten.1 
5 There 1s J Jt:term1mtton tllJt 1oc.1l 

c1 ,r.d1tmm JUStif\ more <;trmgent 
tt <{UITemL'nts for the protelt!On ot ltfe 
,tnt..1 prr:->pt"1Y and 

-± fhe 1ddit1un.il requiremt'nh .1.re nut 
d1..,cr1Il11I1.1.turv ag.unst m.1teruls prnd
uc l.'i 1Jr cun<;truct1on teLhnKJ_Ut:5 of 
demonstrJ.teJ. capJ.bil1t1e"> 
All of thl' .'lpecl11ed cnten..i mu.'lt he 

met m order for a kJcJl amenUmmt to 
satt'>iy the Sta�te of cnten,1 

�lust CE!,', :i.dopt .1mendrnenb 
thrC1ugh the ir orduunce pro ... ess tu herrer 
serve thetr comtJ.tuen(._y by t..1ilonng (_Ufl
<:-tn1Lt1on reqturemenb ..1:1d c_uJe:, tu 
solve v. hat ,1ppear to be loc.1! prnhlems 
. .rnd to lfilpn )\ e enf, \J ..._·ement The 
Corrumssion tour.d tlut \\ hen "tJoptin� 
amendment;-. to the .\.!Jrumum CoJe..,, 
CE]'> .tdopt . .Jinendments on .1 ... yde 
Jetemuned b\ che CEf ( v. h1d1 might '.ie 
as ..._,ften a,, the .:1.dl1p1mg entity meera 1 
and roullnelv do not tc,llow the pre'll rtp
t1on,;; -,et forth m the Act Furrhermr_,re 
the Act f::ub ro provide for any rn'er,;;;tght 
or review of whether ..imendments mt d 
the .'lWteJ cntenJ 

rh1c; fact 1s moc;t L leady ev1den,c_ed 
bv the type-" d amendments tvp1c:t!h 
adopted - ,1mendmenb to the 1dmm1-.
lratn e prov1..,1ons ot tl1t:- partir nlar 
."\/hmmum CoJ.e adopted by the CEJ Ir ,s 
rJn: that J CEJ adopb the complete -,rnte 
of adm1mstr.1t1ve prov t':>tons of J codt' 

· 1nste.1d. local ..1mendments Jrl' adopted
whKh s1grnbunth d1Jnge the_ ..1dmm1�
trativc prov1s10ns ec;tJbhsheJ m the rnm
lffium codes For example Clupter 1 cif
the 'ltJ.ndard Buildm� Cude provide..,
requirements for fmal mspeL.tHl05 JnJ
cerr,hutes nl nccup..1nc\ HuwtTer at
lea�t Clne 1un..,J1ct10n m Flonda has .,:lto
st-n t..._\ JmenJ that pruv1-;1on tu dlllllOaLte
fm..11 mspect,ons and cero.f,ure-; nf r ,..._cu
pan( > J.n Jrnendment � hich, 1t yut"r 
tinned, would more th.1.n likely not p.t<;<;
muster under the Ch.1pter c;.;3 rt:'qmre•
men11, m 1s Lhfftcult to rrnagme how 
elrrnm..11:J.on of Jn msp<.:ct1on r,;; strength
eneJ 1

M,rumum mc;pect1 1  in, 1s .:1.nother ..1rea
where CEJs hJ\ e amended ..1dmm1st1J-
tl.Y e prm 1S1011.., of the .:1.Joptt:'d coa.es m
order to adJn.-:-,_., the 1Nork-lo,1d probkm
of m..,uff:c1ent numherc; nf tn'::>rectors
bste.:1.J of aJJre<;c;,ng the problem
through JII m..:reJ.'le m permit fees to
hrre more m-:,pectors 1.•r J.n mterlocJ.!
agreement v.. 1th another 1un::,J1Lt1on to
pert( lr m mspect1on functJom '::>eVCrJI
CEJs hJ\·e .1me1ded the pw\ 1..,1ons rel..1t
mg tc, requrred IIlSpel tIOns to reau\..e the
number ot 1mpect1om. In some cac;e..,,

the CEJ hJ.'i J.d, 1pteJ Jc bet,�, ..i.menJ
menb b1 snnph Lnlmg to pert, 1rm the 
m-:,peLtl• ,m requi red bv the Jd, 1pted 
L' 1Je In ... luded m the t', pes of 1nspec
tJ1.Jns "w h\Ch some CEh I i.we cho':'.ien tu 
... inut Ji t' ... tructuul mspectlon-, t' l exam
me ro,A trJsse� r-=iot �l ,e.ithmg; J.nd v. J'.l 
frdmmg cnnnu t1ons, J. LflUCJ] '>Lructur.11 
dement m hurncane-prr ,ne FlonJ.1 

Tecmic..11 almenJrnenh Jre nt,t 
..1d0pted JS frequently .. L'l Jdrnm1..,tr:mve 
ones l\lc,st bmldmg ,AhL uls wb,., test1-
f1ed bdure L1e l ,LH1ffi1::>.'ilt 1n Jdnurte-:'. 
tha.t bec.rnse ot the po\1,, er to unic·rpret 
the codEs m tl1e f1el<l .1.nJ. the Jhihrv to 
�uggest anG \'1 1te upnn L hdnges tci the 
technKJI reqmrL·menb 1 )f the :::itrnd,ud 
Ruildmf; Code ( th<: Code mmt \l',ed m 
I lor,dJ I Junn.:: the prrnnulg,nm;.: 
proces-", the necJ for lnol technKa.l 
Jmendmenb J':'.i !muted In fact the 
Corr..m1ss1on v. .1-, unabk to identify a 
-,mgle umllue ll ,ul cond1ttnn that wuuld 
\\ .1rrant J mnrc- �rrmgent requuement 
.ind th.it could nc ,t be h.1ndled m J sm
gle coJe like the Stand1rd Bu1ldmg 
l�ode Fnr t:'XJmrlc, one 1unsd1d1on rec;
t1hed th.1t It adopted J.n amendment to
the St.1nd,1rd Building Code t0 requtre
c,1pper p1p111'g 1 1ec:iuse the local Jnnk
mg 'wJter treatm1.:nr sys!em uti.lved
""lime whKh tL nJed to wrro<le the tvpe 
ot p1pmg requued ITT the coJe \\ hen
quened further, 1t w::i.,;; dt'termm<:d that
rnanv pmsdJCtinns m Fl1 mda use ,;;;alme
m thelf \\ ater t1 e.ttment ..,\ -.tern::, Jnd
therefore abo luve a nt:ed to require
wpper p1pe.'l A ':'.itJtement m the .1pphc
.1ble code rd,ltt\ e to the n pe ot v. Jter
tre.1tment -;y<;tern.., med would cover Jny
1unsd1Ct1un ,n the St:i.te _,, luch encoun
tered th 1� same prnblem Intere..,tmgly
there V.-J<; nevtr any attempt to h.1ve 
\BCCI recognt?L' th1:i .1pp.1renth pre\ a
!ent prr)blem m the StJtL'

In .1.J.dmon to the bll that there ts 
no O\ er..,1ght a':> tt 1 whetht:'r tht:' ::,t..1tuton 
L ntenJ. hJve bet n m�t neither the stdtu
Lorv cntena nor most lnl al ordmances 
require J cost-benefn J.n.1lvs1s to he per
tormed dO a prnpo,;;ed .unendnwm 
Theref01e, amt:"ndment'> to the mmlIIlum 
l•'IJe5 L.111 be Jd( )pted v,,. 1 thoL.t regJ.rd tt1 
the cost or benet1t'i to g{ lv ernment An 
1mport.rnt elemt:nt of JO\ Buildmg 
CuJe.., ::ivstem 1::, J. b:i.bn ... e berween 
'-OUnd .rnd sate -,truc.turL .., and co..,ts 
I .i!lure tu .1nalv 7e the 1mp..-1.ct nf chdnge.., 
tn rht:' wde..,, :gnc1re-, th1':> LfuCJJI cvmpP
nenr 

_-\rl< )ther unrJ.ct of the current 
method t,.Jr adopting -..h.1ngts to codes 1::, 
that dtfktent St..ite .1genues promulgate 
dunges to their tunct1on.tl :ueJ'::> throu�h 
the Chapter 12U rulemukmg prn ... ess 
!'hese dldnge:i nlten affect port1nns of 
1 )ther :-igenc\· codes .idopted thr,:,ugh 
leg1slat1on ar.d mkmakm1:; RathL'r than 

tJ.kmg ..1tf1rm..1tn e -,reps t11 lOnrdm.1te 
ettuns, other J..;;enue:, .1re relegated to 
reLeivmg notice nt propc•�ed cha.ngt'.'l m 
the s.1me manner J.::i the gtnenl public -
1 e , through n0t1Ces publt,.hed m the 
Fk,nda. Adrnm1str.1tne Weekly Be ... J.me 
dforts Jrt. nnt Cu< m1mated the re..,ultmg 
wt irkshop'> may cnnfltct v. 1th other rule� 
m,1kmg etforts or new Stdte JnJ kJeril 
le_:;1sbt.1nn LJck u !  courJm.1tmn me.ms 
th.1t t:'\'t'n thc,ugh 'irate dgt nues are 
rer1u1reJ to folluv. the Ch.1rter D l rule
mukmg pruces�, th.1t pruL l''>':> doe-'> not 
re4uire any coorJm:mon between the 
VJDOU.', JgenCJe<, 

After extensn e testunum and dtha.te 
on the 15\ut:' of amendments, the 
c..._)mrruss1( ,n found that c;,1 long d'> the 
Jpphcable ... oCes properh .11...count tor 
the vanJ.t11 ms m lncauon p0pulati( JO, 
s,_,d conJ1t1L1ns .:1.nJ the like tound m 
Flonda, the,e l'::> little need tc,r amend
ment':'.i to the Ml111illum Code.':, Tht: ..1Jtru-
1�t1C mA1YL'., uf CFJ� to ut1!1ze their 
3menchton pO1N e t..,  fur thl henefo of 
tln:lf comt1tuenc1e'-> Joe� nut offset the 
umntenJeJ, negative LOmcriuence'::> thJt 
unl becked amendment power hJ. c; on 
the �\·stem as a "whnle - ,1ddmg vet 
:mother ' layer� of codes md regul..1t1om 
on J System made up of numerou.':,, 
c.1 implex .1.nJ mc0m1<;tent uxies and reg
u!Jt1nns 
b. Code Enforcement 

( 1) Plan Reviews, Inspections and 
Int"rpretations 

The current pr( )cesses u,;;;ed to (_(ifi
c..uct plJ.n� re\'1ev. " 1nd 1mpect10m hJ\ e 
c,rn,.ed several problems The f1r5t of 
thc..,e problems ames out of a confm1on 
O\ er each p1I11np,111t s role m the 
�)Nern While 1t 1'::> dear to most that the 
f1 1ndament.1l purp( I"ie of the plan rev1ev.
.:1.·1LI msped1on prn ... esses 1.'l to emure 
thJt the submitted plans .ire m comph
::i.nce with the apphe..1ble codes J.nd stan
dards and that the butldml; or struLture 
1� bemg cunstructeJ m sub':>tantul LOffi
p] JJnce W1th the pernutted documents 
.1nd ,1pplic.1ble C0de.':, and '>tandard'>, 
there are marki:.�·d differenCL.':, of opuuon 
J'> to the role of the butldmg and fire 
oftKuls m performmg the-.e funct!L)ns 
That confuwm hJ'> caused hceru,t-d 
design proft'ss1ona\.., and ht ensed con
tr::ictors to regubrh use the plan review 
and mspect1on processes to tell them 
how to comply ?.-1th the .1pplte..1ble 
codes In those ca<,es. the hmldrng and 
fu e offic1:i.J.., are a,,-,urrung both the quah
t\ J':'.isurance fun cw in 1 ";\·hJLh 1s a nJtural 
re..,ult of the plan review Jnd mspeLt1ori 
prncesses I Jnd the quahtv omtrol func
tion I wh1d: more natura]y helong':'.i tu 
the designer .ind cr.,ntractor v..hose ubhg
attons to the O"Nner of the pro1ect 
include tht. de.5ign .1nd comtrurnon of a 
prn1ect \v hKh, rn fact complies with the 
.1pphCJble Lodes .:1.nd standards ) 



Tht '>ecund pn ,blem Jn�c:"::· uut of 
the fact that th� current Sv '-lem d( Je<; not 
pr,1v1de Jny ;)JselmL pbn 1 e-. iew J.nd 
mspecuon reqmremcnts \\ htle the 
1Ylmunum Brnldmg CuJe:::. .di contJ.m 
proYlSltJOS -.... bich, 1t follnv. ed -.... ould 
provide for an effet ttve , dhc,ent ,md 
uruform phn re\ 1ei;i., ,md inspection 
proce"'>, the JmendJtory pnwers gunteJ 
tci CETs not onh· penmt, but promote 
chmge� :o these -,uggesteJ. prO\ 1s1ons 
As such eJch CEJ cm Jml does Jdopt 
1t:. ov. n p!Jn re\ lev. md :n-,pec�11 m 
requrremenrs For example , 1unsd1ct.1om 
, J.f\' greath· m the t\ pes of proJeLl'i 
which will be :::.ubJeLt to pbn re, IL'W .md 
mspect1on. v. hJt t\ pes or pro1ect'> 
requrre the seJ.l of a hceo.,Ld proiess1on
J.l designer, v.-hat m:::.pectJons are mandJ
t.._>ry, rt1mpect1on rcqu1rements Jnd 
whethL'r J fm.il m:;pecuon Jnd crrt1ftcJtl' 
of occupanor 1s required 

The thlfd ,mJ pL rhap., lhe greJtest 
problem with FlonJ:1\ current S',,'stem uf 
performmg pbn reviews and mspectlon'> 
has .1lso cau-,ed the most confusion Over 
cx.1ctly v. h,n ,._odes Jnd stJnillrd-, J.pph 
t(1 any given pro1ect - thJt 1<,, mteqxeta
tlons bY local builJmg anJ fire l,thc1:ds 
J', to what cu<les Jn<l standJ.rds applv to 
J. p3mcular pro1ect .md the meJnmg ot 
those Lodes .i.nd stJndJrds J.'i applied to 
a particular proJect These mterpretauom
\ ary grc.1tly from iun:,d1ct1{ ,n to 1unsd1c
tllm (e g atv to c1tv J and trom l1 K.al
off1C1:i.l to !oCJ! off1u:il ( e � , from build
mg impector to brnldmg tn':>pector or
from huildmg oft1c1al to fire otfo_1::i.l l pn
mJnly hecau..,e the, e 1s nt� mean:. for
Jnvone to ohtJm bmdmg mterprL't.1t1on�
rdatn e to the thousJnds of code rro> 1-
s1ons applied to each JOb Jurmg the
plan re> 1ev. and 1n�rect1,._1n proce'>S

These v Jrymg mterpret..1t1on" .ue 
tJntamount to amendments to the Jdopt
(J rrurnmum Lodes, but occur much 
more frequently than Jmendment., .md 
v., 1thout the benefit ( if the local ordi
nance proces,;; for. m the CJ'le of J State 
Jgency mtcrpretJ.tiun, the chapter 120
rulem..1kmg process l In JdJ1tJon, the 
only recourse from disputed mterpretJ
tlun 1s an appeJl under the local 1unsdll
tton's established appellate pnx.e'>s 
wh.J.ch usuJllv requires that the pro1ect 
come to a halt wlule the appeal L'> pen<l
mg There currefltl, 1s no relief fwm 
LOnfltctmg mterpretatJons by different 
1unsdict1ons 

(2) Maintenance

fa en though the 5tate', .\hrumum 
Butldmg Codes contJm general proV1-
<;1ons relatlw to ext'>tmg buildmgs Jnd 
mJ.mtJ1rnng ot those builJmgs 111 J safe 
J.nd SJ.mtJrv condmon, mo:,t CET.., do nut 
Jdopt Jny specific mamten,rnce pro
grams, mostly due tn the v.orkload sm h 
d program v.ould produce 1 cons1denng 
the enormous amount of n1stmg multi-

bm.1.h JnJ um:.men i::i.l bui!J1ri�.:- m E'Jlh 
pmsdH t1on 1 the lJck of manpo1,1, .._r, 

-tralfllng, Jnu fLe structure to perform
-,uch mspern,,ns, Jnd L1e dlificult1es
which nJtllrJ llv ex1..,t when gowrnmenl
must impede pm ate property n�ht.-, 
Instt'Jd, butldmg ufhcials 1 ely on com
pbmb md penodll 111spcct1oc, n:Jde
under the au-,pec.1e'> nf thL local tu e otf1-
l ub to emurL" that hutlJm1c_;s J.re m.un
tJ.meo m .1cc,xd,mce with l i te sJfcry 
requ1remenh In Jddltion m.:mv uwner"
uf commercul pr01eLb hJ\ e their ,)v. n
ma.mtenJ.ncc program m plJce m order
tu JY01d m.11or CO'>th repJ1rs Jue to
negiect

Although there bJve been a number 
of dramJtJC 1mtJnce:, ot bu1ldmg tatlurc
re,ultmg frnm neglect or lJck nf numte
nJnce Jnd m,iny m::-.tJnce-, m -v. blLh 
butldrngs needed to be condemm:J. on 
tlut J.CU)Unt, the stumbl.mg blocJ..<; to 
estabk,hmg .1 mJmtenance pro gr Jffi 
be, ond "'-·h,lt extsts todav most Jppropn
:ltely leJves tl1 1 5  issue m the hand-, of the 
loLal g( )vernment to .ippr1 >pn.iteh, dl\• 1de 
its resources 

(3) Product Approval 

Current tL,._hn0[c1g1cJl Jd\ J.DLeS ha\ e 
,._-reJted new p10Jmt::, tl1Jt 1mprci"e con
::.truct10n .md otten ,._\ecre.i<,e the r_,\ erJ!l 
LO�t ot materuls and mstalJJtlun 
Howe\ er the current ".i) :,trm of product 
.1pprm.il plau::·s authont:v for e::,tJbhsh
mg v.. hJt products mmt be approved 
rnd the te<:tm� prott 1cob t{ 1r thD'>t prod
ucts wtth loCJ.! brnldmg offtc1als \1ost 
1unsdict1ons Jo not hoi;i, eYer u:-e th1:. 
J.uthonty and estahh::.h their ov..n prod
uct approvJ! prnce-,, Inste.tJ, most
bmldmg offa 1:1ls rely on the hstmg of
approved pwJ.ucts hv the "ECCL prod
uct t:\ Jlu.1t1on repurts done b\ CPI1Ii:1ed
tc..,tmg !JborJt( ines I ir hcem,ed engi
neers or rJtlonJ.l .inJks1s performed :mJ
.,ealed by J liLensed engmt'er when l all
c�f which endence that a rroduct
method or sv'>tem cumphes with apphL
,1ble codes Jnd standards l when deter
mmmg v..hether a product, mt:'thod or 
wstem L.ln bl' u.':>ed m .1 pJrt1cu!Jr 1um
Jict10n

Hov.ever. DJde Countv, as J result 
nt the Jc\ as tJt1on v. rought bv HumcJne 
Andrew, hJ::, e'>t:abhshed 1t'> own d1stmct 
Produd . .\pprnval Process to "'hich man
ufacturer'> mu,t subnllt to, .md p.1Y a fee, 
it thev want their pwduct to be used m 
Dade Lount\ mespectl> e of whJt other 
testmg has been performed on the prod
ucts cir whJt l)ther Jtmsdtct1ons m the 
country ha\ e Jccepted the use ot the 
product The .1pprovJ.L onle obtamed 1:. 
,hort-term 

Manufacturers dJun DJde County's 
process 1s unnecessJnly duphcat1, e and 
m Jnv event, i.:xtraordmJnlv expensive 

\fJnub .. turer'> turther da1m th..1t t!m 
Proces, .11s0 impedes competition Not 
unh- due:::. the cost ut gomg through the 
Oade Cuunt; pro,._e:,::, unpLde or pre
dude -,rnaller manufacturer<, from enter
mg the market 1: d1.,..::ourJ.ges I rather 
than pi umote., 1 larger companies frl)m 
hnngmg nen technolog1, t\ J Dade 
Count'-,' J.) H \Jtten 1::, econom1C.1llv mfeJ.
s1ble to recover the cost ot Dade 
Count\ s Pro.._ess 

(�) Appeals 

0> era.ll the prol ess h\ which an
md1V1dual chJlle_nge.., a disputed mter
preut1on of huildmg anJ hre otfH ials 
works b1rly �ell The aggneved pJrty 
goes 1 1p the LhJm nt ,._c1mmJnd umtl he 
reJches the t,_1p, whtLh m sr)me 1unsd!l
t1ons 1s the buildmg ur fire otfic1al and in 
other larger 1unsctKUons, 1t l'i 3. li )(Jl 
hu,rd of lppeJ! The bre1k down m tl1e 
'-\ :::.rem ,xcur, m the Jttempt to gd relief 
trom the last lmk m the ch.1m In that 
1mtanct Jn aggne\ LJ pan mw,t 
Jttempt to av.11! h.J.m:,c:lf of .m UnLertam 
Jnd !Jhunou-, legJI proce..,:::. c::i.lled J pet1-

- t1on for wm of .._ertHiran Th1<:, wnt 1s
wmpletelv d1::,cret1onJr;r with the LOUrt
.1nd lJ the court J.grt t:''> to !Jke the case,
there J1e hm1tJt10n--. JS to the le"d ot
re\'1ev. it cJn perform Thi� same
pruce�'> also must he used to conte-,t
JCt1om b,· the elel teJ offKuls ,;;m h as,
the pJs::,mg of an amendmem to the
,tdopted rrurnmum LOde

'X'lule mn-,t 1s<,ue:::. .ue ,rr1..ill ones
Jnd usuJlly are resolved m the field, the
cemor.m pn:xess does not prO\ 1de a
qmck, ..,,mpk resolution ro the mi ire dif
f1Lult Jnd potent1alh costh mterpret1-
t1ons In fact 1t may LJuse more 1:::.':>ue::,
t< 1 be resolved 0uts1de of ihe formJ.!
processe::,, thereby h.unpenng the abil1t),
t01 resi ih-mg confl1ctmg mtcrpretauons
by different 1unc:J1cttum on the �.ime
provisions ot the code 
c. Mutual Aid 

Although FlondJ h_as a .".itate ot the
Jrt Emergeno. Operations Center Jnd 

· f, >rmal1Led, detailed Munul Aid
Agreements the number ot code:, Jlong
with the 111c0ns1srenues m the adm1ms
trJ.tlon J.nd enft)rc@ment of the codes,
-,en e to undermme re-builJ effort, aflt:'r
.1 natur Ji disa c;ter such JS J humc.me
The mJbility of a buildrng offtc1J! to
help anL'ther 1unsd1won m need 1'i
severeh· llllllted b,, the faL.t that the offi
uJl mmt first learn another set of cocte"
Jnd '>tJ.ndards and adrrurustrat.I.ve 
proces�es As e> 1denced from the after
math of HurncJne Andre'.\, delay m
rehu1ldmg and repamng damaged ':>trul
tures allvws further damage from the
t'lemenrn contmues the d1-,phceme!1t of
the occupants of tho"e butldmgs, ,1nd
mcreasL., the LOSts hevond the damage
l-amed b\ the �torm itself



V::1ule there h:i.s heen c;rJme 1,npro\·e
menr m 0rs,.rn1zmg tor mutuJl-J1<l sup
rr1I1 agreements for h1 11Jdmg cnmtJ u c 
!JLlil , such J <,  '-\ 1th the Bwldmg ( )thcials 
,\::-souat1un 1 1f Flor:d.1 l, Humc.1ne 
Andrew ch:•.!f]y dC:mL 'n",tr.1.red rh.1t Lrnss
JUIL'ld1Ct1onJl dtlfe1ent'l'� m buddmg 
ci 1des togt'the1 with Int Jlly-mdnd..ired 
constructwn quaht"icattnnc; and methc,d'3 
c.,n 'll'J.ke 1t n.1remd} difficult 1( 1 hnn5 
m quJhf1eJ butldmg otfH.::ials anJ LOil
tr.tLtors to .1,�1st m near-term emergencv 
re1..•At'fY, repJ.tr, Jnd recnnstruct11 ,n 
operatJom 
3_ Code Compliance through 

Education, Training, Discipline 
and licensing 
Post -mortem work :-hops and rL v iews 

()f humc.1ne"> Andrew, !.:rm, .md up.11. 
revealed thJt too fe,;,,, bu1ldmg L1thuJb 
were too often relled upnn ro frnJ ,md 
Lorrect too nuny des1i;n Jnd lOTT '>truc
tton def1C1enues that dn eloped tr i< 1 tre
quently m the '>\ ork rertormed un the 
1ub-s1te The C0rnm.tss1un found thJt 
problem still to prevalent todav JrounJ 
the "t.lte Bu1!Jmg officu!s testJ..fied 
betore the l L•mmrssiun tlut mcomplete 
and tnJCLUrJk plans are ruutmely �ub
m1tted dunng the plan review pn l, e".-5 
Jnc..l that cumrnents m.1de relatn e t11 
thti"e mrnmplece or tnJLCUfate item':> 
are, time dnd t1me _agam, n;nored by 
de�1gner;, �h1 _1 contmue to resubmit 
mcornplete pL1m 

Buildmg Ofhuals further testiht·d 
thJt they mu,;;t stop work .1.nd eduLate 
suhLontractor.., on the proper methods 
tor mstallat1on r)t the suhcontrJ.dor� 
OV\ n work J<; well a.s huw the � orh. 
rel.He" to work. bemg d( me hv othe-r 
trade, In suppnrt of th.1t LOntentiun the 
Comnuss,on hLard test1mom that '-un
tnct< ,rs have pe�rstent d1ffKult1es wl[h 
findrng subcontractnrs V\- l tu understand 
the efforts of other trade5 Jnd are Jhle 
to identify scheJulmg and V\ ork conflILts 
before they ou ur on the 1ob-site Fm 
example, post-hurnLane mvest1gat10n.., 
re\ eJ!ed that houses failed V\·hen doors 
"'mdov. s, roof �hea.thmg, and hurrK Jne 
dip'> and anchors blew ott, m, or out 
These compOnents dnd cl.1ddmg often 
V\ ere l.Overed up by workers m other 
trades, who, although they �aw thJt the 
components or daddmg <ltd not h,1' c 
ffiJ.ny natls or tJ5teners, failed to recog
rnze tha.r the other mst.11ldt1on was 
IIlLomplete and '>lmplv pnKeeded w,rh 
thelf constructmn task 

\loreover J l.1.ck of "-:lu.1.!if1ed trades 
personnel m the State has caused short
ages of qualrf1eJ ".>Upen 1'-1 1r5 to ensure 
that work meets the mmunum code 
requirement'> ( the q_ualttv control ele
ment of the S\stem > :>fam contractor� 
rely CJil bmldmg offtc1J.ls to stop work 
for qudhty control re.1':ion..,, reqmre wr)[k 

t•J be C( ,r:-ecred, ... nJ then hJ\ e J re..n
">pect1on - the cr•::it tc,r rem..,pLCtJrJn anJ 
'-·orrecw lll bemg ( ,tten chear-�er th.m hav
mg to lme .tddiuorul qualrf1eJ ::iupen 1-
-,ors Jnd trades per'>u□nel 

The pmgrnm::i it ].umg tL' tl1ose who 
.1re requueJ to be ]1{ ensed { huddmg 
dep.1.rtmem offtcuh, Jes1gn rn )fess10n
Jl, and l untrJct1. rs I Jre tr:1gn)ented 
Jmong nun1erou<, .1genc1es ,.rnJ nffil.es J.t 
both the :-.ute and l rAJ.1 le'veh For those 
!Ildmc.lu.1h ,;,. ho Jre not n:'.quirLJ re, hJYe
a lILen�c , s,upenntendents, re,.,;tient1al
de�rgner':'.> .1nd comrn 1ct10n wt 1rkers 1 ,
there ,,., no dccountJh1lttv tr_ ;  either the
':Jute or Jou! gcn ernment reLit1\ e to the
n·pe and .1mr_11.2nt of !rJmmg hdJ by
these m.11, ,r ..:::ontnbuti )fS tu Fk,nda 's
BuiJt Emlfnnment

The"l 1--·m"'lbJem,., Jll anse out of the 
Lurrent ()r1;arnz.1t1,Jn ut eJuc.1unn and 
tummg thruugh !1tt mmg an J,�uplme 
ut ':>Orne, but nnt a.11 uf the p,uttupdnt5 m 
',\ stem .1.nd Jdd \ et ,m, ,ther ]J\ er ' ,Jr 
1 �nfus1on to Fbnda .., complex web of 
code.<:, .ind .idtrurnstrJtl\-e pnJce"">LS 
a. Education and Training - State and

Local licensing and Discipline

The e, .1<:,tence of '>eparate bn.1.rds m
�eparate agenc1e'> d.1�sil:1ed h\ mdn 1d
ual t1:pe, ( Jt ci mtractmg and <,peuJln 
,..,k:lb or kn1 1wledge, 10 ,JVer,ee the 
"lute's hcen,..,ed Cont1xturs anJ trades
men, together with 11 )t .ii g•Nernmem's 
.1.l--u.11rv to L �tJbh-sh dtllenng ..:ntcru wr 
( )htJ.mmg ht enses through reg1<,trat1on 
programb thJt do n0r meet the qu.1hf1e.1-
tluns of )tJte cert1hut1nn has cre.1ted a 
contusing .md nonumform s, �tern ot 
eJuca.tmg and trammg the State·� LCJll
..,tJ Uctmn mJustrv thrnugh ltcen.-,mg .:1.nd 
J1;,c1plme ".>d1emes Tiw mulup!1L1f\ ot 
mforcernent prngra.m.., that hJ\ e 1esulte<l 
J.t the StJ.te level for tl H..'".>e mdMdual
hLensmg requuement'> .ibo ha;, crea.red
unnece%Jr\ Juphc.mun of etfort::i .1nEl
lack of urnfnrm,ty v. 1thm .1nd between
agt'ncres a.nJ offICe;, T'ht.• dual :::.v �tem
lw, requrreJ the '5tJte CunstructH ,n
fndusm L1t en:::,mg BoJrJ tn tJ.ke .i.Jd1-
t1on.1l rev1ev... efforts tl) L nsure th.n lucal
ht ensmg .1uthonlles c,1n and d1 i mamt.:1.m
J1<:,c1plma.rv cnntrob snml.:tr or equ.11 to
tl:1l State 's - m effelt polJCmg the
Juthontles _.,,1tl1out e\ ('r .1Jdressmg the
wmtruct10n problem� Tills dual ,.,ysrem
!'- inefficient .1.nd does not addres� J1<:,c1-
plme for the ( Jffendmg parties ",muLuly,
the .1.btL.n· to unprove the quality .md
rnntrol of eduouon efforts for upgr.id
mg kno'\\ ledge .i.nd mJmtJ.mmg he en
sure 1s l.tm1tcd V\ hen there are few c0m
mnn areas ot wntact between lKensmg
agencies

The sJmt s1tuat1on OCLUE for build
mg Lode enforcement officials, where 

State Jgency mspedurs Jre ltcen,ed '.ep
JrJtt.h from k,ul brnldm!.! m�pector'> 
There 1'> .1 gener,11 lack at 1m1torm pru
cedures, tnmmis, JnC mmnnum qu:il1f1-
cdnnn requ!fenJL'nts This LJO result m 
different consrrmt1on cnte11.1. md mkr
pretit10nb bemg tullowed for State huilJ
mgs ht:mg built Jd 1acent tL• �urubrh· 
de'-lgned cumn1\:'fc1.1.l bwk.lmg�. '--'r e\ en 
ad)J.lrnt to another State Jg<:ncv s 
mspet teJ, s1D11lJ.rh de::.1gm d �Uildmg� 
In the end, C')ntr.Kto:s Jnd m1tenJl ,1 1p
pher, ,Jfe confu::ied and comtrucuon 
custs L J.n var} gre.1tlv dependmg on 
who Jre the mspeLtors for the proJeLb 

Tht· educat..10n program� at the 
mdu::itry profe,w>n.11 de,1 g:ners, and 
bmldmg code enhHcement, uffic1.1.ls a l l  
ha, e the same pr, iblem - tlut b there J':l 
J lJ.ck , l coordm.1t1on J.nd umtrol 
heCV.'een [he multitude of :-itJte .1genc1e-, 
and otf1Les that develop aJm1ntster, or 
run tht education .md certifrutton pro
grnms tur these ll l□struction partner� 
ConflJCt".> develop between \vh.1t are l ur 
are not> taught J'l Lore requi rements 
course modules, JnU cumcu!J for bui!J
mg .... �odL issues There Jre ql le'>tlons JnJ 
doubt.., 1 a1sed about the qual1ty of cours
es -Jnd h,"'lw thev .1re devel1Jped and 
uught h\ \ JfHJus tr .1.Je .md mdustry 
org.1.rnza.t10ns and 1nterest grnup::i, this 
doubt c.m contnbute to makmg 1t harder 
for building depJrtment::i anJ LnntrdCtnr'i 
tc, 1ust1h- tundmg for (Y)ntmumg educ:,
Hon, V\-hLn the value of the t.duc.1tion 
program"> J'i quesc1nnable 

l·nc..ler the current la" "· pruLedure,
Jnd wJe5 :::,;, ::item<;, tur exa.mple, build
mg otfiuab could Jc cept the registratton 
seat ot .1 profesMon,11 engineer on a set 
of plJn-, ,md not h.now rh.:1.t the profes
s10na.l engineer s d1,c1plme or expertise 
ts not rehred to thl design rnd rnmtnK
t10n of bu1klmgs mJ the engmeer h.:1.::, 
nc ,t taken Jnr commumg profes�1onaJ 
edu..:::atl\111 courses m order to develop Qr 
meet tho">e requtrements { and 1'> m effed 
practtcmg outside their area ut exper
tise I The result cdn be J.nd h.1.� 1,een 
poor de">1gns tlut tail 

Fuully, becaU5e the current "vstem 
falls to en�ure that Lnurses for profes
s,ona.1 de�1gners rn.Justry per::,onnel Jnd 
build.mg ..:ode enforcement otf1nab are 
coordinated the current System does not 
ensure th.1.r what de�1gners de..,1gn 1"> the 
same JS \\ hJt butldmg offtc1Jls .1.cruallv 
mspect J.nd what bmlders can under
;,tand anJ build 
b. Education and Trairung 

Nonlicensed Individuals 
Three l nt1cal p.1rt1up.:1.nts m the

Buildmg t. odes SY".>tem Jre not licensed 
Jt either the 5tJte or Local le\ el'> - the 
res1dent1al designer, tl1e supenntendent 
.1nd the worker on the 10b Tht: res1den
t1.1! designer 1s responsible for de':ilgrung 
J ma1or percentage (1f smgle-famtly res1-



dtntul hnu::-rn.1:; wh1d1 1-. 3.t mh. of 
vve . .lCher-rdatet.1 JJ.mJ.ge A.1th< 1ugh the 
de'-1gn ,.md con':'.>trucaon .__loLurnents hPm 
thL�e re<,1dent1J! designers m11-.t mee' all 
Jpphcahlt Lode'-, 1t 1s t i le hccn:,ed L• \fi
tr JLtClr ( c.1r O" ner 1 "" hn 1s ultunJte1\ 
re-,ponsible for that dt ...,ign heLause 1 t 1<, 
thL t..ontr.1etor I tir Ov.ner l ,;yho obu1m 
the bu1klmg rerm1t :rnJ c;eLllfes requm:d 
m-.pect11)11..., 3.rn.l the cert1hute of oo u
p.me\ Current I l,::ir,dd !J\\· for design 
protessK1n..1.ls, tht- refon-' exempts J filJJor 
pul1lon ot the '>tngle-L1mtly des ign 
industry from ltLensure . .md. wgulJt1un, 
re-,ultmg in thou,;;,,mds of strut ture..., 
being conbtfllctLC.1 eJ.cl1 } t'Jr without Jm 
p.1r1.ic1pJt1un by .1 bce11..,ed de,.,1gn pro
fe�-.,nnal

The s1 1permtendent lb tne person 
hlfed by the o"'ner ur c.c,ntrJctor to 
O\ er<;ee the acttul dJ.y-[c,-dJ.\ \\ Ork un J 
pr1 >1ect :'.)upenntLndent� are nut typtt3.lly 
usPd on :-mg.e LmulY rn1dences, but Jre 
re-,erveJ for Jargt' res1dent1Jl < ,r Lommer
cul pr01u t.;; On -.uch pro1e-._h 1t ts citt'en 
tbt. unhccmed ...,upermtendenr, not the 
licensed contr.1ttor, wlm tS rJn the l•)b 
\\ hen m...,pect1on.;; occu r Smee the -.uper
mtendent uver..,l'e':, the d:iy-tn-dav w, >rk 
on the <,1te J.nd h.tndle-. the tn'>pecttnns 
tht: J.b1ht\ to re.1J the plans .mJ sp{.'uf1-
c:it1nm Jnd unJe1 .;;rand hot\, to comrl\" 
_., ,th The Code 1..., cruuJ.l 

The worker 1s the per<;on on tht' ph 
d0mg the Jdu.d .:omtrnct1on \\ ork .rnd 
mdude<; everyone from the pt�rson !lJm
mL nng the na1h J.nd 5ammg the wond to 
the Journe1 mJn plumber :ind eleLtnc1Jn 
\'Vh1le snme foLJI JUfl'>Lhction, have reg-
1str::i.t.1on requtn:menU:. fur 1uumeymL□,  
tht It'  art. no het 'mmg I equ!fements .tt 
the State Jeyd \lore(i\ er there are nr , 
hLensmg 1equuemenh tor any other 
_., ,_,rker on the 10b The1 efnre, 1t IS lt.tt tu 
the design pruk-.':>K•nJl Jnd the contrJC
tor, the onlv md1v1duJb J.t>'>Ol uteJ ,;.v1th 
the prD\Lll  Vl hu hold J license co ensure 
the project 1s m LDmpliance v. 1th The 
Code - 1 e thdt the people overseemg 
anJ domg the 'wnrk are competent Jnd 
prnperlv tr.nne<l Inten: .... cmglv netthcr 
thL' hcemeJ deb1gn pwk�S1f lnJI nor che 
contr.1cto1 J.re requtrcd to be phvstcJlh 

pre'-ent c,n the 1oh-::.1te Jt Jnv romt Jur
mg the u 1n-.trJCtl( ,n or 10-.peco, )n 
pro( es-. 

·�

-- �-- �- ·,,-

__c . ....  -=... 
. �=t.. ,) 

.-\fter 1�  month-:, of -.tud\ md del1b
er..i.t11 ,n culrn:'.1Jttng m the tmJmg th.n 
our current Brn.ldmg Cod<:':> Sv...,tl'ffi 1s 
meftt. L tr. t the Comrn1-:,..,1un de�ernLned 
thJt .m eftl'ctlve Bui!Jm !c!: Code., System 
mu-,c pruteLt the hulth �afet, JnJ wel
fare or the l 1tizen..., of Fl, mdJ , .md 111 
d0mg bO 
1 Be s11np1e tu u-.e .rnd deJrh 1 1:1der

':it( •0d, 
Be urnf, 1rrr.. J.nd const-,rent m it:, 
a'-lmm1...,t1 .1tlun Jnd .1pplic.:Lt10n, 

3 Be flex,hle, 
-!: Be 3.ffordJ.hle, Jnd 
5 Promott mnovJtlOn Jnd new technol

' 'le,') 
When the Cunnru,;;,'i.lon Jpphed the'>e 

LTilt ru lo the current ".\ '-tem 1t tiecame
deJr thJt \\hen lur_)ked J! 1un'.:><lIL"'11.0n by 
1umd1ct1on , the current '-i\ stem 1s genn
Jll} µrotel tl\ e -,,f the h{_'J. lth, -.diet\· .md
welbre of the Citl?ens uf Flond.L, but 
" her: loukt·d Jt fam1 J -.ur;,-,, 1de per
speLt1ve, the Sv�tem beume J f)Jtch-
v- ork ot c-._\mplex Lodes Jnd pr( •Less;e., 
v.h1d1 J.re meffed1\e at -,1mph,· Jnd con
...,,�ti:nth r1utectm11; the public'., heJlth, 
sJ.fe-�\ . .md \\ dtJre 

,\� d n_•..,ult ut thJt wndus1on , the 
ComffilS'>1t1ri. foLUbed on reformmg thL 
.Sv�tem trJ meet the effet tl\'ene...,.._ cnteru 
J.nd therehy resolve the problem� 1 Jt> 
found �•\ tho.: Comm1ss;1r in Jnd .t:i set 
forth m th1-. Rep1)rt I c.1LJ-.ed by Jec1Je-. 
1 1f p1LcemeJl uevelopmL nt of rLgu\Jwin 
gO\ ct nmg b,)_., Flondd \ Lode., .ire 
devt:foped Jnd Jdupted aldmmhtered 
JDJ entcn ed :i.nJ ho\\ those re:-pom1-
ble for complvmg v.'lth the wdes are 
edu-._ 3.ted JnJ trJmed Thereture the 
Cnmm1s,inn 1s recommtndmg ,1 Butldmg 
Cl)Jes )\ -.tern " 1th the t ,  illo" m� char JC
ten-.t1cs 
1 A 'llllgle '1t..1te\\ 1de Butldmg Code 

1 The lude ' 1 v. tll be 
1mplernenteJ. wh1Ch 
\\ 111 g:ovem Jll technKJI 
requm:ments tur 
f lond.1 -. pub!i-._ Jnd pn
v,ue BU1lt Em 1wnmer..t 
J□J \\-hich "' 'll ta.ke 
mto Jc-._c,unr Jppropn
.1te lo(_,11 vJI LJt1nns s11Lh 
J-:, chmJtJC Lcmdm0m 
�c,tl t\ pes terrrntes, 
we:1ther-relateJ event'i , 
nsb J:--,oGJtt J v. 1th 

L(JJ'-,tJl de\ d::irrnent llIL <;J.fetv IS�Ue, 
JnC mamten:mo._' 1mpeLUOns 1 he 
Code ,;i. ill be efft:Lt1ve t<)r use 
<:.t.1te\\·1de _., ,th,_1ut the need h 1r '-U�'>e
qUL nt atfopt1on h) locJl 1unt.dJLt1on:, 
Enh ircement of I he CrJ,de ,;., Ill 1xcw 
s1,Idy J.t the luc.tl ievel \Vtth urJate<; 
J.Cu_1mph<:-hed L\, J newli, LOO:itituted
St.J.te-lew-1 BoJrd 1 The l3u.1rJ I on ,1 --\ 

yeJ.r L vde LocJl government<:. wtll
h.we the Jh1ltt\ to JJG1e)<:. loul Jnd
regh inJ.l concern.., thn-Jugh an Jmend
ment::, prnLess

3 Tu e:isure :::-trong Lun-,1::-k'nCj, , t.1ec1-
'>1om of luLJ.l Othc13.]s ( J I BoJrJ::, , )f 
ApreJl VI 111 be re, :ev- a.ble bv The 
B1 urd, JnJ The HuJrd will have the 
poi;-, er to issue BmJm� 
Interpretat1nr.::, 

-1 There will he J. -.cre:i.gthened 
Enfr ;rLement J.nd ComrlJJ.nce 
Prngram, h..1.seJ on ,1. dear JnJ preube 
dehrut1on 1 if role'- Jnd respom1b1!1t1e� 
t<.1r .111 pJrt1C1pJnb m the �ystern and 
remfurced with expandL·J eduutmn, 
trJ1rnng .1nd d1soplme 

S There will be a "trnng Product 
E\ J!uJt1on J.nd Apprm.d Process 
wh1t..h tb respom1ble, but '.:>treJmlmed 
Jnd Jffordable 3.nJ v. hllh will prr::,
IDL•k: lllll0V Jtlon Jo.J nc\.v tec..hnolog; 

It 1-:, the l nmm1...,'>Hln � tum belief th.1t 
de\ek1rmg .1nd ::iduptmg .1 System i;-, 1th 
thebe c haractem,tIL .., will prodUCL' J. 
System t\ h1d1 prc,mote, umform1t\ con
s1-,tern v and pred!L't Jbdm nf regu!Jt1on 
'>':rule .It the '>:1ffie tune .illuwmg iN 
flex1b1ht;. b} promotmg tht use t 1f mn(._•· 
VJ.tlon Jnd new technolog\ wtth( ,ut 
Jd\ er-,ely attectmg Jfford.1bilm ( Ple.1<,e 
see Appendc,.. CJ fo, J d1scuss10n nf the 
resulh of the hsul aLOJ.h ',J� performed 
on the Cornnms1on'-. rt:c• )rnmen<led 
rdorn1s ) In .1Jd1t1( \D, the c ,omm1�s1on'-, 
recc,mmended rdorms Jft' Juned J.t 
.lt>'-tgmng anthonty .md te'>pum1b1hty fnr 
.111 p.111s ,Jt the )\ stem to the proper par
ties by de:irl) defoung the roles of Jll 
pJrt1upJnis m the '-i) �tern 

These retommended rdorm.;; repre
�ent J LUmprehenb1ve aprmdch m ove1 -
L0mmg the v. e.1kne:-':>eb the Cumn11ss1un 
found m ..1.ll t.Ket, nf FlondJ's cu rrent 
Brn.ldmg CuJes Sy..,tem Jnd were f<...,rmu
lated from e-xluusU\ e ,tuJy , dehberatJC•n 
Jnd u ltunate cnn'-emu-:, hv the 
Comnu.".>s10n Theret, ,re, 1t 1s the 
Comm1ss1on � hope thJ.t the FoundJ.t1om 
J.nd RecommendJt1ons set turth m this 
Report will he com1dered m light of the 
•)\ erall O)mrrehen..,n·e Jnd connected 
conte:xt m 'which they were de\.eloped 
Jnd J.dopted, 1esultmg m .1 more uru
form -,rreamlmed �1mp:er, Jnd there
fore, more: etfectlvt· Bu1ldmg Codes 
SYstem 

Jnsw,m<.e f umm1SStoner Bill \elson ;,tr2ssffJ ru the r. ,  •mrm.s.:i1un the imocr
hmce LY 1l �lreombned. underst,maahk nw!dmg codes sv,tcm th,-f.t woulujustei 
,trom;ttr lomplri 1nce and cnforlt'11ll?rlt 



.



i,tate of jf lortba 
OFFICE OF THE GOVER'JOR 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 96-23<t 

'X1-IEREA.) the State (A Fir Jml.1 1-, 1, en ,us.::ept1hle t, 1 trop1cJl hl:ncanes rnd utl-'.er n..i.tur.d d1s.1sters \\ h1Lh pr,=,duu: h1�h \\ mJ;:i ..1.mJ nsmg WJ.tl'V i  Jnd 
\'Xt'HEREA:--, -.uch natur. .. il disasters can -::,everely tJ.\ the J.btl1ty of luc.il , ::.tate ::m<l federal gi >\'etnment� t< i 1e spond tn pubhc safetyC< 1ncerm .1nd .1J\ erse econonuc 1mp.1ch, • .inJ 
\X1-IERE..\\ r1Juon.1L st.lte and locJ.! p• 'ltl.l{::;S TIO"- rt'( 1 ,gr.1ze the pnmarv unrnnt.rnce of pre-d1s.1Ster nut1.c:Jt1on ot the potenUJ.]

.1d\ er�e lillpJ.cts ,._if nJ.rurJl d1::,Jsters .1:1J 
\\.'HEREA.) withm the J.1<,t Jec:i.de the frequency J1 1J unpaL1 •Jt nJtural dts.1stL·r� ha.� esubli '-hed a Jegn:e vf nsk to the pnv . .ue

<it:'LtCJr msurance mdustry resultmg m a  d1-.turb1ng redud1nn m the -1v.11hblllty nt property msurJ.m .. e, and 
\VHEREA\ m.1mummg .m Jdequ..1te h1 iusmg stock Jnd smtJmmg -.rrong elUn1)m1c growth 1s dependent upon the J.VJ1lab1.htv r,f 

mwr.mce and 
\H-IEREAS, the quality nf wnstructK•n l'> a ':>trnng .JLlenrurung factor 111 the level of dJ.mage sustamed by butldmg:s Jurmg

ndtuul dt':,a'>ter.., e'>pec1Jlly humcanes, anJ 
\X'HEREA:1, u>nstruct1on qUJhtv 1s strongly lmked to ffilillmum bu1lJIIlg code'> J.nd other ..,t..1ndards, Jnd 
\\1-IEREA':- the current Flnnd.1 but.ldmg Lodes .1nJ -,und.irds 5V '>kffi v,. hic_h fu::. been 111 u1x•rJt1on fnr u\ er rnent\ \ e..trs, ha::.

rL ':,Ulted m J LOmplex web ot wdes \\hlLh are sometimes mcons!'>tL'n( wHh one another Jnd out !lf dJ.tt .mJ 
\VHEREA\ the he.11th, '-J.fety and " dt.1.re ot Flund..1 c1t1zem, anJ the ,·1Jbtl1t'\ Jnd ,trength of Flundd ·.., eLOnumv 3.rt 

mcreasmgly dependent upon J.n efftc1ent, dfed1ve and i oherent ':>V..,tt'm of buildmg codes and :.tandards, ,.md 
WHEREAS, wmtruLt1c,n uf s.ife energy etf1C1ent, Jt LC"istble .1.nd Jtford.1ble hutldmgS 1s f unJJmental tt , the development of 

su�u1mble o_,mmurntle., m the "t:He ut Flc ,nd.1 and 
\\'HEREA�, thrnugl: the Jeveh:.ipment ot a consemm among the \ J.nou<:. -,1.1kd1olders, 1t i� JppropnJ.tt' tn ex,.urune .1.n<l e\ J]UJ.te

altL'rmtive'i to mea.':>urJbh improve the w.1.y we reguLHe cc,nstruct1un '>t.mJard'>, J.nd 
�'1-!EREAS, 1t 1s further appmpnate to J.fford the p11f'hc the 0ppu11urnty ti) he included m tlus ev:iluJtlun 
NOW, THEREFORE I LA\\'TON CHI! r, ..;; Gowrn( lr i ,f the SrJ.te ut FlondJ, pur::.uant to the C0nst1tut1on Jnd LJ'ws of the :'.ltate ot

flumb, do herehv promulgate the tolfov. mg exe..::ut1Ye nr<ler effect!\ e 11Ilr:1t'd1 .. 1teh
�ectton 1 
The Govern, ,r's Butldmg Codes Stud) Comrmss1on 1.., herebv 1. reJ.ted 
Section 2 
The purpu..,e ot the Comm1ss10n slul l  he ro evaluJ.tl' the current dfecmene..,':> ot and thwugh general t on-.ensm amung the

Comrrus-,1011 members reo.•mmend Jm necessary step::. to reforn1 the Flonda hlllldmg ..::ode <:-y stem
Section "1 
In pursuing J.nJ J.ch.ie\ mg its purpo::.e, the Comm1::.�1on sh.111 Ju. ik .it the uver,111 mventory of butldmg ( 1 ides and stanJ .. uds 

crmtrollmg the qu:1litv ut F[( ;mlJ.'s but.It ern 1.ronment, thl· J.dmm1strJtu 1n uf thei,e codes and stJnJards. JnJ !'>Sues rebtmg to Cl)de
'-nmphance To that end, the Cr)ffiml'>Ston � mqulf) ..,ll.lll mdutk: hut not be hrrnteJ to the f ol11_1w111g que'itlons

1 Hov. efkLtlve 1, the l urrent S) qem ut butldmg u ,des Jnd ,t.mdards and .ire :my chJnge, needeJ1 
� What I" the LUrrent level of compl tenLe m tht: .i<lmm1stratto11 Jnd enforcEment of brnldmg coJe.., and -,ta.nd.1n.b .md v... h.:it, If 

Jm, .':>teps should be Uken tu '>trengthen that .1drrun!'itr..1t1on and 
,3 It JllY chcmge 1s recnmmen<led hn\, cJn the StJte ensure tl1,1t code rdrnm .11lows r,.1.rnupauon bv J.ll tuture stakthPlJers 

mdudmg mdustn , !oCJ.l gll\ ernment, JnJ the general ruhhc' 
"t What ster:i should be t..Jken w en".,ure 1hat the 1mpecoon rr• ,u:s::. under i 1ur butldmg cude svstem i,.., t ffe..::t,\'e and 11mely JnJ

doe::. not unre,t�onably burden those _,;eekmg per011ts1 

'i How ..,h, ,ul<l the wJe -.ystem .iddrt '>� the qual i ti. of workm.m..,h1p and the h.nowledge of coJe proV1'-,1uns Jmong Lunstruct1on
trades peook' 

G \\'h,lt ::.tep.., should he uken to mmm11ze unneLe��Jf\ regul.n1nn that JdJ-, to tf.e cO\t ot LOnstn1Lt1C,n) 

� What hrn1t.., ..,houlJ be .tr,phed to tht J.uthorlt\ J.nd app!tc.1bd1t\' of bu1ldmg rndes enfor( ement?
� Should thL FlondJ. buildmg code "Y'itcm be redt '>1gned under J smgle umf1ed code? 

C) Should ..,reuahty C0de�, such JS energv code,;; .HK! codes rd.1tmg to Jc_ce..,::.1bil1tv for pt 1 '>1 in'> v,. 1th d1-,.11.Jil1t1es he mcorpor.ted
under a umf1ed code and 1f -.,o, how and rn whJ.t exter.t-' 

10 If the l orrurnss1on rt.commend<; th:1t .1 urufied LC 1de be :idnpteJ what cnte1 1 .1 ".>houlJ �uvern code cie\elcipment .rnJ
J.mendment tn ensure appropnJ.te and nece':>sary flex1b1htv, contmued effecuvenes::., arid avotd unneces".,ary complexity rJr
r >h'>olescence� 

1 1  Should the , anou.., 1_odes .ind ..::odt: tunc.t1ons cx1::.tmg 111 stJte 1genoes he LOnsoltdatt.d under .1 umhed code and 1f so, hc_1w 
and to v.hat e.:,..tentl 

12 How .1nd tn whJt e\.tent shc,uld .1 pwposed urnhed code enLUur.ige mrKi\'Jt1on .ind p1 1v:ne sector-ha:,e<l progrJ.m'> to
improve over:ill but.Id.mg quJ.hty?

Semon ➔ 
The>- Comm1".-::.1on shall -".-ubrnn a \\ ntten report to the Go, ernor In f:i.nuJry .:H 1 ()9- The r rnnn11ss1on .., hnal repor1 -,hall be due

hy Onober .31 } l/L)- JnJ �h .. dl mclude reu1mme�dJt1tin� fur the refnrm of the current ')utld1ng rndes ,.rnJ ..,ldndJ.rds regul.1t0n 
sy..,tem, J apprc,rnate It ,;;hJ.11 mclude fmJmgs relatrve to leg1shtn'c, nerntlve, .1nJ pm ate <:,edor ui1ttatn'e" to achieve the prm�1s1on
uf �afe, energy dI1oent and .1ffo1dable hrnlJmgs under the proposed Lode system To that end, the Comm1..,.,1on meetmg'> shall be
held Jround the \tJte

-:.ernon -; 
The Comm1::.w;n sha!l c.c1ns1st d J maximum of 2S \ otmg members appomted bv the Governor The illl mbershtp shall cons1St

ot the followmg representatives



_.\ Clu1rperson .1ppomtLJ b\ the Go\ern1_,1, 
T-wo member.;; of the rlnnd.1 Srn.1te, 
Tv.< 1 member� ,Jt the Fi<md.1 House of RLp1e<:,ent:1t1\es 
The St::lte lmur3nce C'omllllSs1nner c,r ht, de.;;1gnee 
The Secretary of the Dep.1rtment c,f L3.bc1r .ind Empl<,yment .'-iecunry ur h1-, des1gnee, 
The \ecretJf\ uf the Department c,f Commuruty ,\tf..urs or h1.., Jes1gnee 
The Secreury ut the DepJ.rtmcnt of BusHK"" and Pr11fe,s1c,nal ReguL1t1nn or Im Jes1gnee 
A C'1t1zen ot the State represt::ntmg the t.,,tJte l·ruveNtY sv�tem, 
A person bekingmg to J '>1Jtev-.-1de org.1011:Jt1on rep1e..,entrn� person .... with d1sJf.d1t1es 
A peu,on rep1e'-er..trng the FlondJ League ,)f C1t1es, 
A pe-r-;0n representmg the Flomb AssociatJon ot Cuum1e-,, 
A person rerresentmg the State".., bmldm� offtcidb, 
A perc;on repre"ientmg butldmg owners, 
A person repre�entlflg the res1denu3J con..,trud1on mdustf\ 
A person repre::,entmg LOmmeruJl bu1ldmg contr.:tLtors, 
A per�on rep1e�entmg generJI contractor", 
A person representing the mdu..,r.n !)f rn.muf.1ctunng hutldmg construltK1n 
A person representmg the mJu..,trv of engmeennt; profe.:-stonJls, 
A person represent.mg Lhe mJu..,try of ardutecrurJI profe)<,JonJb, 
A pe1::ion repre.:>entmg real e<:,t.tte profes::.10m.ls 
A perc;on representmg the msur.rnce mJmtrv, 
A person reprcsentlng the bJnkrng mdusrrv, 
A person represent.mg un1,Jn member.., m the buil<lmg LC>nstrm.uon industry 
Three Pnvatt· Citizens ,lCti\ eh 1m oh ed m pnnte TeJl estate de\ ek,pmLnt the consrruumn mdustf\ (.,r repre:ienung the gen er.ii 

public interest 
SeLt1tm 6 
In order for the Comnms1on to recel\ e mput and tu ..1ss1sr 1t m its e\ .1lu.1t10ns J�sessment of options and formu1Jt1un , ,f 

recommendJaons, the ChdlfffiJll of the Comnl!Ss10n ma, ec;tJf\Ji,.h one or more tedm1c3.l ur l)ther '-pi.:ua! JdH�,, iry ...:omnuttees Sud1 
aJv1son comnnttee<, may mclude Conl1Il1ss1on Jnd non-Lommt'i'>1on memf\ers, mcluJmg representative� of tho::.t' mdu5tt1e" that may 
be Jffectcd by the (omm1..,..,1on s reu>mmendJt1ons 

SeLtion -
Comm1ss10n member" ,1nJ the membe-1::, 1 >t any tedinic .. 11 or puhcy rE '>tmrce cornminee-:, < 1r citizen ,1d1:1sory curruruttee� shJ.ll nul 

rece1i,,e remuner.1t1()n for thelf sen ICES Comnm::i1on mt mbers slull be reimbursed tnr travel Jnd expenses m JLlOrd.Jnce with 
Ch3.pter 112, FlunJ.1 )t..1tutes to the extent tunc.b Jre a, .1tl.1ble fnr this purp,Jse ruh!IC offtcer') Jnd employees :::.hJll be reimbur..,ed 
by theu respective Jgenc1e-:, rn J(curJJnce wnh Chapte, 112, Flonda Statute':> 

Sectmn 8 
Admuustrati\ e rese.1rd1 Jnd sulf support to the ComrruSSHlll shdll be tunded bv the DepJrtment ,)f Community Affairs m 

coorJmc1t1on 'with the FlonJa Confl1Ll Re-:,,>ILt1un Comlirtmm and FlondJ ">tJte Crn', ersrry The Department of Jn..,ur,rnce, The 
DepJrtment of Lc1hi 1r Jnd rmplovmL nt Secunty anJ The DepJrtment of Busmes .... Jn<l P10fe::.'>tunal Re-gul::ttion Jre reque":>ted to 
LOOperate v. 1th .1nJ render Jss1suncL to the Comn11s::,1on A.ll stJte :i.genue<, are reque-,ted t,J prL'•\lJe <,mh 1::.s1.<:,t.1nce to the 
comm1.:>'>IOO necl ','>Jrv to ettectuJte the purro�l'. of tlm execum·e orcer 

Section() 
Thi::, e'(ecutlH' order <;h,1!1 ex:plft June 30 199�. unk,., other'lvbe extended 

ATTEST 

�,_,_; 

IN TESTil\1< >NY 'WHEREOF, I hJve hereunto set my 
hJnd and h,1\e cJu')ed the Grea.t Se.1! ot the StJ.te 
of Fl�J� tr.:.2?e dtf1xl'J Jt TJ1lc1hassee the C.ipnol,
th1o�JY of July, 1996 



Governor's Bnilding Codes Study Commission 
Work Group Members 

Lou Cle:1J.1111el 
"iymmor,-., lnJustne,, ln1... 
Orlandu, FL 

S1m Dunn 
Dunn Lumber and Rud"' are 
DJyton.1 BeJch, FL 

Organization, Relationships and Standards 

Tla 1t11J:, T K,)peL 
;\,__h .ir.ced GlJ11n..,'. ProduLb 
DuPr_)nt C1rC]e, ille Plant 
C11dev1lle, OH 

Llur.1 Ogle::, 
.S1m,_;n Roofmt.; �'\. Sheet Met.1l, Inc 
L.1rg,-) FL

J l- Ro�"'lertc,nn 
FlunJJ flfe Cllll f,; As�•XJJT!un 
C:1me<:iv1lle FL 

Chu:::, T S,m.J.1-., 
Buildrng Otfilul Or1nge Count\' 
OrLtndo FL 

Adoption, Appeab, In,pections and Product Evaluatrnn 

Bob Cro,\ell 
Crowell Plumbmg Inc 
Tampa FL 

Denn1<:i GrJ.ber 
FlondJ Cnncre!:e .1nd Product<:, A""'--'L 
Orlando fL 

DJv1d Lewi" 
APA-The Engineered \\tJt•d Ass0Lut1on 
Orlandn, FL 

Chief M1dud C.ito 
fife :\1ar..,1ull 
Delray BL·J.ch Fire Dept 
DelIJy Be.1.__ h, FL 

Lee J\fJrtm 
Chief, Penrnt Sef\ !Le':> Dn 1s1on 
iv1etropuht:rn Dade County 
MJJ.illl, FL 

Chuck. ML', er 
Flonda He.1tmg and Air Cond1t1onmg 
MJrgate, FL 

TJnY B.ih.er 
Internau,111..1! A)'iOCILJt11 m 
uf ElectnlJ! Impectur.':> 
Cuc.onut l'reek, FL 

D.n e Be1tL ( :Bo
Serrunole C1luntv GmErnment
Sanford, IL

C1rl Coughlin 
:--uncw<;t :'m: ':-pnnkler C1mp1n 
Pmd!Js P Jrl,,_, FL 

Stt>v en R.1nd.11l 
FlcindJ Frre �1.1r-,Iuls As:ioc1Jt10n 
ur,,. 1 if A..lt.1m1...1nle Spnng:, 
Alt.Jmonte Spnng:::. FL 

Ru-.,-.,eJJ Snyder, (.;enerJl r-..1.1n.tger 
A-::,p]ult Roorrn� _\fJiJubcturerc, :\:,soc 
RmkHlle, ,\JD 

Cus T orne5e P E 
D1rectcir Build1:--� Jnd Perinittm� DI\ !St(Jn 
Br(lward Cuunn Comnus'-ion 
Dept l)f StrJteg1l P!.1.llnmg & Growth i\lgt 
Ft L..1uderWlc, rL 

Amendments and Interpretations 

Robert L .\fo.__ ire 
D1rcct0r Phnnmg & Zonmg 
Tnv,n 1)f P1lm Bl·,Kh 
P1lm Be.1<..h FL 

i\!Jrtlu .\"et->elsieh. 
Flor.d.1 A'isoc < iJ CllUnt1e<, 
Ta]LL/ussee, FL 

Ken P Jng:born 
Bmnmgs P.m Arnenu.n 
,'.\:IJ,LOll, Fl 

Education, Di�cipline and Licensing 

_T.Kk J"lnwne\ 
R&.'-i \-<•rnp.1:1,e,., 
1vIIJll11, fL 

\X dlmgti m ?\Ietkn 
Dire, t,_,r of Gn\l rnment-1.l AJLur.., 
Flond.i. Home Bullc..ler..s A_,-,-.,1x 
T.ilblu'-.':>t'e, FL

Geurge .-\ Ruser.., Jr 
D1rt 1...t1_1r of Insrett1uns 
Citv , )t Pen-,aculJ 
Pen"JuJh FL 

Jdtrev B �tont , PhD , LllU 
Southeast Regmnal \1Jn.1ger 
Arnencan Fort '>t & P.1per A•,-.,rx1Jt1on 
Tierra Verde, n

Gt:r 1rge J W1.gg1m CBO 
DlreLt1 )f of Codt: E1fors::emenl 
and Chief Bmklmg OfftcIJ! 
\\imter Park, FL 

D1ck \\ tlhelm 
.\1( 1m.1nto 
Ttll.1h:1ssee Fl 

Gl(_,na 11 Ve].1..,quez 
LJm.'Ltllr Gm ernrnent3l .-\f!J.11 �. 
DJ.de County 
Bu1ldmg Indmtry A<,soc ot '-.u Fla 
.\·Iwrn L.1kes, fl 

Ch rel Jun \\ esln 
Frre MJrsh.111 
Metro-Dade Fue .l{escue 
Mwrn FL 



• October 10- 11 , 1996
DJde Cnt1nh re,,JrC.1 n" the Sc,utli 
Flonda Buildmg Code - fJade EJ1t1on 
ChJ.rle'> Danger Drrector nf Bu1lJmg 
Code Cumpl..i.int e, Raul RuJnguez 
Product Control :::,uperv1.'>1 ,r, and Lee 
;\lartm Bmldmg Official, Dept of 
Planrung, De\'dopmem Jnd ReguJ.mc,n 
Broward County regardmg the ot the 
'Jouth Flonda BuilJmg ( 1 ,Je - I3r1 J'>'- ar<l 
Edltlon 
jJmes Pillon, Adn11mstr . .un e Dm;, tor 
13row.1rd Count\' B0ard l ,f Rules -1nd 
Appeah ar.d Cnc; Tornese , PE  , Dm.·....ror 
Hrov.,ard Cnunt\' Comn1l','>IOil BuJ!Jmg 
JnJ Perm1tung Dn- 1s1on 
Reedy creek Irnprm ement D1c;tm t 
reg:3.rdmg the EPCOT Co<le 
Tom �fo-.,es D1,tnct Adm1m'>trator, ReeJ-; 
Creeh Impro,e1rn .. 'nt D1stnd 

• November 1+ 15, 1996

\BCCI regardm� the St.rnJard Bu1k:1ng 
<_ ode 
Rill T . .rng1ve ,  CEO .md Rid. \·ugru!J, 
Director ,._,f Te .... hnJCal Sef\ Ke� 
Local Government Panel 
Adn11Im(rJt1on Jnd Enforcement ( Jt the 
"'tand.J.rd Butldmg Code 
Burt Foke, DtreLtOr of De\ dopment 
':-en ice-, .md Bud Jing Off1C1J.l 
Hillsborough Countv J\i ick D Andre.1, 
.�.fanager, Comrne1oal De\ elopment 
Sen ices, Cit\· uf T Jmpa, Junes P\ bu:
Butldmg OtftnJ.l ,  Bay County , and 
Ceorge 'X·1gg1ru,, CBO City ot Winter 
P.1rk
ll'ler Panel 
Bob Cf0'well subLontractor Chn,., 
\\ Kkberg Senior Pro1ect \lamger, Beers 
Construction { commerciJI builder! , Steve 
Hedrrck, Su.irez Hnusmg Lorp ( GC l 
.1nd Foard .\fen\\ eJ(her ntrecror ot 
Architecture HOK 
\-!Jnufacturer P:i.nel 
(JJf) Duren CoclL Compl1.1nce, In,__ 
'-ihJwn Donovan, .\-Ions.mtn ,  and Robert 
'Jtrehle Rinker i\Liter1Jls 
Dn'1s1on Lif State Fire �lJr'ihJ.l's 1nJ Inca] 
tire .1uthontv regJ.rdmg the Mmrmum 
.ind Uniform Fire .;;JfetY r,11des 
Jim Radditf, Bure.nl Chief Bure.1u ,Jt 
Ptre Prevention, D1v1s10n ot State I·1re 
\fJrshal Depdrtment of In,urJnce, James 
F Goodloe, Flfe ;\hrshaL City of 
l learwakr Fne Dep.rnment, and i\llch1d
Ertz, Se'--und \-Ke President Flond.1 Fire
Lh1ets' A..,,oc1auon

• Decem�r L?- 13, 1997
Flunaa & Federal \DA 
Doug Buck, and RKk Dcwn, 
flepartment ot Ccimmun1t\ .-\ffa1Vi 

Panel Presentations 

Dev el1 1pment uf St<ttc Facbt1t , (DOE 
D.\J.', DOT Jrd DUf ) 
Sl!LJnne ;\,tu,)ull DJreLtor, I )n 1:::.1on ( it 
EJlK Jt1onal FJctlrne, DOE Bnvd 
Enter Eng1nL'er III ! ) 1 1  of 13 11lC,:1g 
Cumtrucuon D.\1\ lk,..m Pe1 kms, 
Ardlltelt 'reudl F.iulltle<:, ,  or lT, .. m.: 
.Ste\ t� \\ Jtsun, Arc:-11tnt Bun:.1u d 
Fac1lir1es Sen 1'--es 
1st Regulaton Panel l [)CA DHPR D'-.1\" 
and \HCA 1 

Rich Dernn, P t ograrn AJmrn1:>tr.1tor 
Code:, anJ 5L.mJ.ardc. Secuon DCA Ron 
Webb 1 hoteh .1nd restJurants J .md Let 
Rugby ( elev,1tors 1 DBPR, Phil Burgelt 
Burr JU of \[t 1h1le Hnrnes J.nd RV 
C0n�tn,c_t10n, DMY, JJmes Gr.__gon , 
Architect J.nd Bureau Chief 1Jtfa..e of 
Pl.1m Jnd Cumtruct1r_,m, AHC A. 
2nJ Regular,_•!"\ P and I DOI DFP [10;"1 
DOH and DOA 1 
Greg Lundbert Dn 1•:,iun ot B()i!er SJkt\ 

· DOI Gene ChJleck.t, Reache,., Jnd Co.1..,t..11
Sy<;,ll:'m, DEP Ken \\!1dergren , DOH .:1.nJ
Bobhi,, Bickle\ . .\dnurn:::.trator, Food ':.-tl•re
Inspe.__uon Pn•grarr, Dept of A;;n-::ulture

• January 16-17, 1997
Imurance Sen ice::, Of-ice ( I'ln 1
Dennis Gage 
BoarJ of Buildma ( odes J.nd ':-t rndJ.nJ" 
Duug .\[urdm k Chairman 
Fw,t Ixensmg Board, Panel 
Rodne\ Hunt E..xecur1\'e DLreltur 
Con'-lructlon LICen::,mg BoarJ, ArnolJ 
Abreu, Ch11rn1Jn EledncJl CnntrJctor,;; 
LKen,mg BoJn:i Jnd Don Fu,__h::; 
Chairman, Jn,pectors Ht 1ard 
Sec..unJ Ltcen,mg B( l.l! ll" PJ.nel 
CJrl t ,erken Jnd J.1niu: Young I ex-Bo.1rJ 
Memhers l At t httecture Jnd Intenor 
De�1gn Board 
'ltJte, ot ;\eVI jer,e\ \ irgmi::i. and �. 1r1h 
CJrolma 
Lee HJ.user ')r Deput\ Comnms1oner ot 
the :--; C Dept ut Insur.mce, S1 1s.1n 
McLJughlm, Supen 1::,( )r of the EducJtHm 
Un:t m the Div of C ide::i and 'ltJ.r.dard, 
m tf'.e �J Dept of Cnmmumt\ ArtJus, 
J.nd J.ick Prod( 1r, Deputy Dlfeltor ( 1f the 
V1rg1mJ Dept uf H<Ju'>mg anJ 
Commurucy De\ ek,pment 
Drv1..,11 m nf StJte F1re Mar<;hal <; Otf1ce 
re-gardmg LKen,';,mg 
lun RJJchff OJ\ 1::,1un 1 lt St3.te Fm: 
�\1J1::,h.1I, Dept of Insur.mce 

• February 13-1 �. 1997
Intern.1t1nnJI ! '( 1de Crnmcil nn the statu'> 
of JO Internat1uml Bui!Jmg Cnde 
Rtck \ 1 1gruld D1rector , l Tcchrncal 
ServKe:::., SBCCI 
l\·at111nJ! F:re Pr-::,temnr. .-'>,:3c;oc:Jt1C1n nn 
the prc,mul£.ltl• ,n and 1mplementJt10n nf 
the 'IFPA 101  
':ite, en :-;.,1v;\ er ':-e:uor hre '.::ipeu.1h:::.t F:n: 
Code Coordm..1tor 

\iJt10n;:d Center f1 )f Con<;tr nctlon, 
EJucJ.t1,-,n Jnd. Rt: �ear.__h on Eduut1on 
Jnd Trauung Pwgr.1m,;; 
'ite\·en Green 

• March 13-1�. 1997
FA....�ll1 re1prdmg c_nJe cnmpansrJn 
1 ( /m Pugh .1nd TL1m MJ.lt!ne.1u Institute c,f 
Buudmg Suence::,, �chool nt ArchrteLture 
ADA AC\oc_J:es PJnel 
Ttim I\tcf'ohon, ChJlfI113.n Acces::,1hil1t\ 
Ad\ 1�of\' C oune1l, FL Board of Bu1ldmg 
Codes and SLl.ndJrd�. Barb..1ra Bernhart, 
Dtrectc ,r .\DA Work Group Angel \\::,.t:,on, 
Tn-Counue,:;; Paralyzed Veter..1ns 
A:>socnl:J.on, and-JJlk Humhurg 
Ahilme..., lnc 
<UCCI 
S.irn Ger:ll'E', �uuthern BuilJmg Code
CJngres,;; InternJ.w1n.1l

• April 17-18, 1997
AD.\ Cser P3.nel 
Runrne Sp1 )(JUer, CBC, Buildmg .1mi 
Z1 mmg 1)thc1al, C1tv of Ta!Li!ussee 
BuilJmg Offic1.1b .\�S()C1..1t10n of Flund.i, 
I Jrry Schneider, Accessib1htv Consultant, 
DJde Avuuun Comultants, Flond.:1. 
A,�oc1..1t1un of the Ame:1un Institute of 
Architect., DK Mink, Leg1,lat1ve 
(u,_irJmatur. Buil.Jmg Own.__ rs J.nd 
;\1Jn1gers ,\::,soCJ:.i.t1on of Flonda, J.nd 
[)J\• 1d Ferro, An::h1te<...t Supervisor, Bureau 
ot H1stonc PreservJtlon -Dept of St.tte 
F k1nda AJmm1stratn'e Prcu_aJures Alt 
Bill Wtl11am,;;, ChJ.trman, Ad1mnistrat1ve 
L.1\\ Sect11 in The FlunJa B.lf 
Bob Stroh, Sh11Tiberg Center for 
Aftordable Housmg- regJrJmg c0st ,)f 
current sv� tem nn construLt1on 

• August l�-1 5, 1997
Fundmg Pre'-entJt1on reg.1nJmg h,;;c.ll 
unpacts of the C0mm1,s1on � 
recommend.1t1ons 
\ 1 1h.e R.iclurdson crnd BoL1 ':.-troh 

• September 17-18, 1997
FlnndJ ln'-urance Cnuncll 
(eCJ! PttflL', President. Flond..i ln,';,urJnLe 
Council., �.1m Miller, Vice President, 
Fl( Jnda Insurance C ouncli :md Rose 
Grant StJtc> F Jrm 

• October 16-17, 1997
Flt111d.1 School BnarJs Assou..1t1on 
TJtJJna i\t!Jrtmez Gener.al Coun�el 
Fli 1nJa School B0.:1.rJ'> AssouJ(!On S..111) 
O,riorne, Dlfector r::,t Go\ ernmentJl 
Atfa1rs amt Land u:,e Policv Jnd 
A'--qu1s1t1on, Dade c_ ounn· s.__hools Jnd 
Rebecc.:i. BlJch.,•,;ooJ, Serunr �upef\ ism, 
Impect1on ..1nJ Code Complunce, 
Bn_,ward Cuuntv Schools 



Prellininary Assessment Statement 

0\ er -the past :; month'-', the Clm1illls::,1()n ha::i recen e1l J , .. ::it 1muunt t1f lllf,_,rmawm .me! mput on the frJme•v,�rk JnJ effeltl\'ene,,-, 
of Fkinda s Buildmg 1_:ude5 .Svstem ,b a re..,ult ot ( )Uf mnul 5 meetmg,,, the Comrru:,<,ton Je,T!<>ped th1:, A .. se'>'>ffient �tatement 
\,,hK:h artK1.1btl''> 1ts current perspectl\ e nn those ,1..,pects 111 FlonJJ s Bui!Jmg (,nde:i Sv'>tem v. htLh need t,1 he examined fur
pCJ'>Stbk change This Stateml'nt ah,), rherelore, prr _,,1de::i Jn 1:11tul gu1dLpt1c;t for the \,)mffil'>"1•)n-, \;.urk Gruups to explore 
putential problems whith ex1-.t ,:md to develup any Jpprnrrute re<-ommenJJtl.Om Lo refo1m Floll<lJ.'s Bu1ldmg Lodes ,Sy<;tem In 
, irder tu JLlue, e th1� purpose the Coeurnss,on JeYelnped cnteru 1t bd1ew·s tL1 be e.<-::ientul tor J'.1 etternve Building Code::i .;;\ stem 

1 P11 l(Ect tlie he.11th, -,3.fet\ -1nd welfare c,f the c1t1zens of FlondJ., Jnd m d)mg ..,<) 

2 I3e sill1ple to use .i.nd de.uh under::,tOt)c.l 

3 Be uruform and consistent m its JJnum:,tratlon :i.nd appltLJ.t1on, 

--± Be flexible 

5 Be affordJble, and 

6 Promote mnO\ J.tJ• m .1nJ nev. tedmologv 

Applvmg the._,e LntenJ. tu the mformJ.t1on reu:.n·ed hv the l0mm1..,�1on tu J..1te and usmg Its ,\1Iemher':>' t)v.n knuv.ledge of and 
npenences m the system the Corruru�-,1on hebe1es Jt th1.., romt m 1L'> proce-,c:. thJ.t there Jre se\erJ.l elemt.nts ot Flond..1 s current 
butldmg code., :::.ystem tlut are meffectrve The.,e clement.', generally fall mto -t categ, i11es 

1 OrgJDJZJ.tl1 ,n, ReLu!l-insh1rs J.nJ :'.)tJnCarJ-., 1 relJ.tmg to the number 1 >f code::, Jnd code-like !Jv. s, rub, amt regulJt1un_s, the 
JpphcatJ.on Jnd types of -,t..1nd.1rd'> useJ, LOOrdm::Hlon \Vltbm ,.md among tho':>c �code:::.,' defm1t1on nf the ro[e., of the va.r1ou::i 
pbxers m the buIIJmg code.., c;1·stem .rnd the re!Jt1onsh1p.., J.mong th•)'>e pbver'- con.,1stencY, Jnd ongomg buildm".; 
mJ.mtenanLe l, 

2 AJopl:lnn Appe:i.J.., Jnd In.,peLtI•Jns !re!Jtmg tn the pnxess hv which "codes" .i.re m1t1allv Jdupted thc: proces,;; [,y whKh 
deu,<,1ons rd..1tmtno the "codes· J.nd v1ol..1t1ons of the ·code-, Jre hJndleJ, the 1nspeLt1on.s process, JnJ the d1ssemmJt10n of 
mformatinn relJtmg to the bmldmg codL� syt>tem such J.'>, mterpretatton'-, amendment':i, prodmt appr•Jvals, ett !, 

3 _\mendmentc; and InterprdJt1on-, 1 rdJ.tmg to the proce-,-, bv \\ htLh alreJUY ex1s,tmg codes 1 Jre updatc-J; the process hy wh1d1 
J.lready adopted ·codes' are JmendeJ, mdudmg wh,) 1f ..1nrune, should hJve the Juthonty to amend 1nd how ,mJ b1r 
whom mterpret.:tttuns should he mJ.de ), .md 

'-t EJucJtJ.on, D1sc1plme and Ltcen..,mg 1rel.:ttmg tn the gi;neBI educatJ,m of the public and the playerti m the ':>VStem on the 
sv..,tem 1belf, the h:is1c ::ind contmumg eJucatnm of the rbye1'> 10 the '-Y'>tem, the d1.;;uphm_• ptoc.e-..'>, mdudmg wh,> should 
be d1sc1plmed, who should do the d1.:,c1plmmg and under \\ h:lt c1rcumstJ.nces should di..,uphne occur \\ ho �hould he 
grJ.nted the Juthnnty to license, categof1es ot lice'.1.smg anJ v. hether !Kem.mg reqmremenrs should be pJ.11 of J hutldmg 
c0Je1 

These are JU 1-,<,ues v,., hich need to be ex.rnuned f, ir p0,;;,;;1ble LhJ.nges J.nd improvements l he Comm1:::.s1on Chal.fman h.1s 
e'>tabhshed anJ made .ippomtment., to four Work Groups, ti) fanhtate this exJmm:i.tJon The Comm1-;s1on, through thc,-;e Work 
Group,;; md the puhhc mput proce::,s, \�111 loo!-.. ,;;peci.f1CJl1y Jt these JreJS as 1t formul.1tes its hOJl rec0mmenJ.1t1om 



Governor's Building Codes Study Commission 
Work Groups Organization Chart 

Work Group; .-. 
'/- � -

;;:,._;. �<: :-
[ 1,! 

:> 

-·"°1�-;:"����;·:j/_,.-°";.,..,, -.·.::..�- -, �-J· -:.:--"';4:/-r��;.. \•i,��-;.�• �J.?,,Topics to_Considtt, -.,:,, ,'"•'-+•.� , •• • ... · ,,,. ,o.; .. • .f <.., ... .,.;' ., - ... � .. �, ,�-"'.'-?· 

Organization, Relationship:,,, and Standard--. 

WORK GROUP MEMBERS 
Stet'e Pfeiffer, Chair 
Len Tyllea. Vice Chair; Recorder 

Frank Bosak -persons u'itb disabUities 
Lou Clendaniel - Plumbmg Manufacturer 
Sam Dunn - FL Bldg M.itenal Assoc 
Charlie Clary; -State Senator 
Tom Kopec - DuPont 
Pete Mitchell -DOI 
Laura Ogle<, - '\JJt Roofg Cont Assoc & 
FRSMACCA 

J C RrJbertson - FL F rre Chiefs Assoc 
Chn-, S,m1da:'.> - Local nlJmg Off (Orange 
Ctvl 
Katy Sorenson -Florida Association of 
Counties 
Chuck Weeder -Manufactured Housing 
Industry 

Adoption, Appeals, Inspections and Product Evaluation 

WORK GROUP MEMBERS 
�Milte Smith, Chair 
Melody Ltnger, rice Chair/Recorder 

Eduardo Camet -Prit,ate Citizen in 
Construction 
Bob Crowell - FL As,;;oc Plumb, Htg, 8. 
Coolmg 
Jack Downey - R & :-. Co (Wm & D0<1rs) 
Dennie; Graber - FL Concrete A-;soc 
Roger J�ifery -Engineering Profession 
Ed Lee -Private Citizen in Real Estate 
Development 
David LewtS - APA-EngmeereJ W'ood A">soc 

Amendments and Interprdations 

WORK GROUP MEMBERS 
Vikki Robbins, Chair 
Larry Schultz, Vice Cbair/Recor:tJer 

Pete Billing -Insurance Industry 
Chief M1ch<!el Cato - fife Mar,.,hall, Delrav 
Beach 

John Kalaf-Commercial Building 
Contractors 
Lee M.u;tm - Dade Cuuntv 
Chuck Mever - FL AC r .ont AY:-oc. 

Education, Di:i,,ciplinc and Licensing 

WORK GROUP MEMBERS 
Wayne Drummond. Chair 
Doug Bartley. Vice Chair/Recorder 

Tarry Baker-Int'! As5oc of Electncal 
Inspec.1ors 
D.1ve Beitz - �ernmo!t: Cry Bid & Ftre 
Prevent10n 
Mary Brennan -State Representative
Arnell Bryant-Willis - FL Department of 
Labor 
Carl Coughlm - Amer Fue Spnnkler A.<,soc 

Matt MeadOU'S -State Senator 
Steven RandJll - FL F1re Marsh.ib A':8oc 
Russ Sn) der - AsphJlt Roofmg \!Jnuf 
As':,OC 
Cos T, )rnese - BrowJ.rJ. Countv 
Jeffrev �tone - \mer Forest & P.1per A<:-�<Jl' 
George W1gg1m - Local Bldg Off 
(Wmtt'rp.1rkl 
Dick Wilhelm - .\1onsJnto 

Bob :\-luore - LocJI Bldg Oftic1a! 
(Town uf PB) 
.YlarthJ "Jebeb1ek - FL A'5oc of Count1e" 
Ken P J.ngborn - Bmrung" Pan A.mencan 
Ken Pruitt -State Representatfre
Giana \'ela.zquLz - Bldg Ind A'-':iOC 
of So fl 
Gussie Young-Private Citizen 

G. W. Harrell -DBPR
Jack Ricketson -AFL-C/0
Bob MatbeU's -General Contractors 
Wellington �Iefft:11 - FHBA 
George Rogers - Local Bldg OffiuJ.i -
Pensacola 
Chief Jon Wesley - Ftre Marshall, Metro
Dade Re,.,cut' 

• i\umber of ... 1;Jes
• Conrdmatton w1tlun or

amrmg code" 1 mcludmg
roam streaming, FL ADA v
Fed A.DA k,u.l flex1bd1tv
etc l

• Type of st.rnJ.1rds
• Dehn1t1on of Role,.,
• Re!Jt1onsh1p

among, betv,,een mJ1v1duals
• Ongomg Bu1.klmg

MJLiltenJnce

I : 
Adoption pnK ess
Product e\ alu.1t1on use .ind 
dt'termmauon 

• Information d1'>,-,ernmat1on
• Inspec. ttons
• Categones ot .lppe3.!Jble

deC1s1ons (mterpretatH>n'i,
.1mendmt'nUi, code v10Li
t.Jons, !tcefue re\.0CJ.tton,
etc )

• Appell.He Prnu:'-'>S

• Authonrv to Jmend
• AmendJtory Prucess
• lnterpretJtWns
• Upd.1tmg prou:-'>'>

• Gener Ji Educ.1t1on
{ pubhc mdustn proce�'-)

• BJ.SK Education
• Conrmumg Edut auon
• D1sc1plme
• Ltcensmg
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September 19-29, 1996 
OrlJndo, Flnm.fa. 

October 10-11. 1996 
Mianu, FlondJ 

November 1+15, 1996 
T,1mpa, Flon<lJ. 

December 12-13. 1997 
Pe!1':>Jcola Flm1da 

January 16-17, 1997 
jJLk '-.onnlle fl nm.ii 

February 13-1<. 1997 
<Jrlando, FI 

Governor's Building Codes Study Commission 
Meeting Schedule 

�;_¥eommiss��i�gs--�-:��::�:t�fi:�\�?:.��A-· 
March 13-1-i, 1997 I August 1+15, 1997 

ft .\her-. FlondJ. DJ.)1on.l Be.:ch Flr:inda 

April 17-18, 1997 September 17-18, 1997 
fal!a.ha..,..,ce, Fl Panam.1 Cit,; n inda 

May 22-23, 1997 October 16-17, 1997 
Ft Ll.uderJ.1le, FlonJ., M1:m11, Flond..1 

June 26-27, 1997 November 13-1-i, 199' 
Oria.ndo, Flond.1 St Petl' Beach, Flonda 

July 16-18, 1997 December ,i, 1997 
\\'L'-.t Palm Bc.tLh, FlonJJ Orl.rndo Flom.lJ 

�i;l:���\-<� t :-�1;1 -;r�� -� -�,. �i:ctln"'_ · :<:. , � ;::����� �- ,:���Jf;f� . . i·����t�:i�t,;.:�d�bnc·1k�i1�t� 
��, �-4,� ,,, i"'� [_£-:;_ ,,_, �_f.+' .l�� :�;,;;,.rl¾_�"'A.-1'' c�!.- 1- , _.�,. , '-!,-J -;;1,: "i.: 1•-'":' ,j'.,...._� ,_T�����(�'-7�3.T..,� .� •,:- ' ;,·-,,..·:-':-� �:xi 

March 5, 1997 
Or!Jndo, Flrm<la 

April 2, 1997 

Or!JnJo FlcinJa 

May "" , 199"" 

Orlando, FlondJ 

July 28, 1997 
0rLmd( 1, FlondJ 

January 16, 1997 
Jacbomille, Flnnda 

December 4, 1997 
OrL.mdc,, Flom.Li 

I 
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State Agencies with Building Construction Regulation Responsibilities 
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Administration 

Ch.1pter 39S Vli)j<.1 rb,,-.p1tJ.l 
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Clupter --±83 1 he3.lth te-.,tm1c; -.er.'lCe:'.IJ 

Department of Administration 
Ch,tpter 7(,O 23 1 d1-;cnmm:il11_,n m 

how,mgl 

Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services 

Clupter :::.uo (food but..ldm!..; penruts) 

Department of Business and 
Prof�sional Regulation 

< h.:iprer 20 165 !defi01t1on1 1 
llupter 399 I elevator,;; 1 
Chapter ➔68 (BCAI - bu1lclmg 

,mpectorsl 
Chapter --±71 ( engmeenng l 
Ch.1pter '-±81 !architectsJ 
Lh.1pter '-189 ( c0nstrud1l1n u ,ntrJctor�, 

electnc..11, septic tmk l 
Ch..1pter 509 dodging & tnud -.,ervice 

e�tabhshments 1 

Department of Community Affairs 
Ch.1pter 163 1 comprehemP,t.; pb:m) 
llupter 377 (energy rcsuur<-es> 
( hapter '1'13 (butlJmg ci_in,truct1on 

,t.1nd.1rdsl 

Department of Corrections 
Ch:.q,ter t1•+-± lU (building- prm 1,tun, 
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faulit1e� 1 
Ch..1pter y-:;- U--± 1 pm.ate fac1!it1e-.. 
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Department of Education 
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Department of Environment_.al 
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Ch..1ptl r --±11.) 08-:- 1 envminment..il 

control 1 
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Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles 
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Department of Insurance 
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Ch.1ptt:c 1135 1 fire safet:i: st.indJrCs 1 

Department of .\1anagement Servic� 
Ch..1rter �:;:; l public building" l 
Chapter �H7 11'1) 1 personal sen1Ce:::. 

tee-., pen.iltte<i) 

Department of State 
Chapter 21J7 I \(11 1 h1....roncal resoUflL..., 1 

Department of Transportation 
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The Ccmffilsc;1c,n,;; reLumn1enWt1ons 
m.tur.1lly hJve fisu1 m1phLJt1uns fr"r the
..,Ute JnJ loul guvern_ment Jgennes
wh1lh must implement regul.norv Jnd
ed11Lat1un.1l programs rdJll:d t0 but.ldmg
cnJe .1dmm1strJt1on a'i v'.ell J'> the con
strul uun mdustff and the ultun.He own
er" , ,I but!J.mgs Jnd structure� hoth pn
\ ,.ue ..,,nJ pubhc The gm e1 mr.ent..1.l
fr.,c...tl 1mphuuons uJns1...r 1 )t '::-Uch thm:::�
.is '>.nmgs from elurunJted fnnu1ons,
co.st,;; of new duties Jnd -.ervtLes, Jnd
J.d<l1t100.1l or fewer government rev�
enue-, fwm fee'i The rm .1te sector fis
c.1l nnpltcJt1oru, m\·ulYe 'iud1 things JS
S...t\ m�-. from J mure CL1n..,1-.rent, �tream
]meJ- ...tnd pr0fe:::s1,:,ml rLgu!Jtory svstem
.md increased fees paid f< ,r government
'::-efVKes.

To help the Comn1l':,'>l0n, the 
Guvnnor Jnd Legl')btu1c, .1nJ the pub
hL hcner underst.md Jnd e\ Jlu.1te the'>e 
recornmendatrnns J:1 .ntt mpt ,;,. JS m.1.de 
tu 1Jent11\ and rvughh- e,;t1mate JS 
many (Jt these fiscJ] 1mphut1uns JS pos
s1hk A,.:ul1ble data �J'> '>upplemented 
1w1th ncv'. survey dJt3. and mforrn.1t10n 
frum '>tJte ::md loc.11 gn\ t·rnment agen
oe:::. Jnd the cnnstructrun mdu<,trv Till'> 
dJtJ. .1nd mformJt1on \',,J.') u..,eJ to dete:-
mme current s1tuJ.t1om Jnd pnd1ces 
Jnd to e'::-t1m:1te the e:-.lent ti 1 whtch 
the:::.e recommendat1om might h:we 
ftsul 1mpJcts Below r� J wnop::-1s of 
the h:::.u! fmdmgs 

Construction Industry: 
All ]oc..il go\ernment cu:::.b al'i',OCuted 
,;,. 1th the'>e recommenJJt1om J.nd O\ er 
0un 1 ut the state gmernrnult costs wt.I] 
be p.11d by the mdustry through per
mitting, tmpection and uther fee,; 

• Dt.:-':iplte havmg to sbc1u!J.er must of
the'>e J.ddmunal governrrn:ntJl CO-':it;:,,
the mJustrr should expt:-rit.nce Jn
O\'CfJll ',.:J.\lllgs 0f Jt leJ:::.t s-11 to $b
m1lhon JnnuJ.1ly due to ,1 mnre con
s1�lL'nt, stre.:J.mhneJ Jnd pmfess1on:i.l -
regubtory :::.ystem

Fiscal Note 

Local Government: 

Lt 1cal g1:,1'ernment ,;;he ,u]J expenf.nce 
..,c1vmg:::. m the ran,:,;e nf �l 2 to $1 6 
nnlhon Jnnualh, pmn.1nlv reldted t0 
upJJtmg and :i.mi.:nchng bu1]Jmg 
(nde'-
In...::rea'>ed net CU'>t'> Ct[ ..,omewbere 
bec,;veen s1- t,=1 s.2::; ,rnllun pnm,mJv 
JW)ClJted u1th J'-'1Ummg mspemon 
.md pernuttmg dutwc; no,v hJndled by 
'>Ute .1gennes I mLluJmg publJC 
"Lhuols, uruver<,Jtle<i, ,md <.ommuruty 
l olleges 1 ,;,. ill be tu nJed totJ.lly
through pernut J.nd tn"peL11nn tee5
r..,,1d b\ bmlders. I 0\\ ners 1 
Ahnost 0n J 1 ,A the .1JJ1t1ur.Jl fe'e rev
i.:nue that local gL•\•ernments would
wu:·1ve tL) funJ .:J.dd1t1un.1l respom1bil
Lt1e<; should be ..tble- t( i be gen er Jted
without r.:mmg loul ft'e rJ.te<; The
rL�t mav require mcre.t..,mg pernut
.mJ mspectrun fee r.1tt '::- tu l•J\ er
LO'l[S

State Government: 

"Ute government ".>hmdd expenenu:· 
'-J.vmgs m the range <l $15 tu $1& mil
lion JnnuJlly, pnm.tn!y 1e!dted to 
relmyu,�hmg to Ioctl w.1\ ernmem cur
fl nt m�pect.J.on J:-id nermmmg dut.1e'l 
rclJteJ to state gel\ ernmcnt bu1lumg� 
and some other pubhL .:ind r,m ate 
f.lti!1t1es
In..,recr1on and Permit fres of
bet�veen $12 and $11 rrnlhon :1nnUally
i;,.. di hJve to be p.11d ti) lucJl go, em
ment for ,;tate-uwned fJcilme� mdud-
111g public schoc,ls. U!ll\ ers1t1e.., and 
t ,_11runu111tY college-., tlut are con
�tructed or renm :1ted 

• It will cost about $3 -1: .md $-1 3 million
Jnmully,-after ":>tart-up, t0r the pro
po':'.>ed Flonch Butldmg CoJe Board to 
cJrf\ out ,t.., regu!Jtof\ June.., Jr,d for
the Dep.1rtment ot Bu'>tness Jnd
Pwfess1onal Regulat1nn tt 1 assume rt.;,
m.·� duties

• An Jdd1tional 5 .:: L/ tu $3 IJ n1Li.hon
anm.r.all� Jfter ',Llft-up phase, will be 
requrred for the ci·,de trJ.mmg pro
gram Almost ;11] ut tb1s 1s for cour�e
deliver;- whJCh wuld be pnv.1.t1zed
completely .mJ removed trc,m the
-.tate s budget Jnd ...tppmpn...tt.:Fin
pruce)'::,
The new BoJrd-. Lu':il'> Jre offset
�omewhat by J rcduc..tic,n ofhet,;,,een
56.30,1)()0 and � :10,0110 dnnually for
the current funUmg of the co<le-relJt
ed dut1e� no� pert, ,1med bY the
Department uf C1)rn.'llurutv Affam. and
the Bo.HJ of Bu1ldmg Codes and
StJndJrd� ThL net LOSb of L1e ne,;,.
RoJ.rd could be funded bv the permit
fee :::.urchc1rge currc-ntl\ c..ollecteJ as 
part of the loLal permff fee proce'>s
J.nd used to tunJ the Jep:1rtrnent �
code-re]Jted funtt1on\ although 1t
,;,, r>uld need tu ht mLreJ:::.ed trom · t'l
tu 1(1 per <,qu:i.re luut cf buildmg flour
Jre.1
Bet-..veen S-1:00 ,mJ 6Sllu of the JJd1-
t1onJ.! fee revenue th.u ..,!Jte govern
ment could receive to fund add1t1onal
res.pon:::.1bllit1ec; .;,hould be Jh!e to be
generJted \\1th<)Ut r.11smg current or
1mpiismg ne,;,. tee rJtes TI1e rest m.11,,
requlfe mcre.1'img pernut and m.spec
tion fee ntes or tmpo�mg new fees tc1
1..over costs

DetJ.1ls of the ft..,<..JI J.□alys1s are 
Jvat!Jble from the (_omm1':'.>s10n's :::.tJ.ff or 
llCA 
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