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FLORIDA LEGISLATURE-REGULAR SESSION-1997 111
HISTORY OF SENATE BILLS

51270 CONTINUED:

tacilittes or additions to existing tacihties Amends 395 0163 1055 Effective

Date Upon becoming law

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Health Care —SJ 00150

713/14/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—FHealth Care, 03/18/97, 900 am,
Room-EL—Not considered

03/21/97 SENATE On Commttee agenda—Health Care, 03/25/97,12 30 pm,
Room-EL

113/25/97 SENATE Comm Action -Favorable by Health Care -SJ 00277

03/26/97 SENATE Placed on Calendar -SJ 00277

74/28/97 SENATE Placed on Specral Order Calendar -SJ 00709

04/29/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00709, ~SJ 00938

04/30/97 SENATE Placed on Speciai Order Calendar —SJ 00938, -SJ 01096

05/01/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00957, -SJ 01096,
Read second tume ~SJ 01294, Amendment pending -SJ
01294

05/02/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 01105, Pending
amendment adopted -SJ 01596, Amendment(s) adopted
-SJ 01596, Amendment pending ~SJ 01615, Died on Spe-
c1a) Order Calendar

S 1272 GENERAIL BILL by Wilhams
Plats Subdividing Land, provides for appropriate governiag body to have au-
thonty to vacate prior plat on its own initiative when 1t 1s discovered that de-
veloper has caused lands previously platted to be embraced in second plat &
when 1t 18 discovered that developer has caused lands previousty aubdivided
to be again & subsequently d:fferently subdivided under another plat of same
& 1dentical lands or part thereof, etc Amends 177 101 Effective Date Upon
becoming law
03/04/97 SENATE Filed
03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Community Affairs ~SJ 00151
05/02/97 SENATE Died in Committee on Community Affairs

S 1274 GENERAL BILL by Williams
Voluntarv Annexation. deletes requirement that legal descrgptmns of property
to be voluntarily annexed be by metes & bounds Amends 171 044 Effective
Date 1Upon becoming law
03/04/97 SENATE Filed
03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Community Affairs —-SJ 00151
05/02/97 SENATE Died 1n Commuittee on Communty Affairs

S 1276 GENERAL BILL by Willzams (Identical H 0963)
Local Governpent Plagnming, amends provisian which provides procedures for
adoption of local government's comprehensive plan or plan amendment to re-
vise definstion of “affected person”, removes restriction on alleging new issue
as reason to find plan or plan amendment not in comphance 1n certain adminis-
trative pleadings, prohibits anyex parte communication toDCAre comprehen-
sive plan or plan amendment under review by dept , etc Amends Ch 163,
235 193 Effective Date 10/01/1997
03/04/97 SENATE Filed
03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Community Affairs, Governmen-

tal Reform and Oversight, Ways and Means -SJ 00151

05/02/97 SENATE Died in Committee on Commumty Affairs

S 1278 GENERAL BILL by Wilhams (Similar H 1947)

S 1282 CONTINUED:

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Children, Families and Seniors,
Criminal Justice -SJ 00151

03/13/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Children, Famalies and Seniors,
03/17/97, 12 00 Noon, Room-A(LL-37)

03/17/97 SENATE Comm Action Favorable bv Children, Families and Sen-
1ors -=SJ 00235

03/18/97 SENATE Now in Criminal Justice ~SJ 00235

04/04/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Criminal Justice, 04/08/97, 9 00
am, Room-A(LL-37)

04/08/97 SENATE Comm Action -CS by Crimnal Justice -SJ 00462, CS
read first nme on 04/10/97 -SJ 00464

04/10/97 SENATE Placed on Calendar -SJ 00463

04/16/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar —SJ 00500, Read sec-
ond time —SJ 00490 Amendment's) failed ~SJ 00491

04/17/97 SENATE Read third time —SJ 00511, CS passed, YEAS 40 NAYS
0 -SJ 00511, Immedately certified —SJ 00511

04/17/97 HOUSE In Messages

04/21/97 HOUSE Received -HJ 00660, Placed on Justice Council Calendar

-HJ 00660

04/24/97 HOUSE Substituted for HB 455 ~HJ 00858, Read second time -HJ
00858

04/28/97 HOUSE Readthird time -HdJ 01116, CS passed, YEAS 114 NAYS
0 -HJ 01116

04/28/97 SENATE Ordered enrclled —SJ 00721

04/30/97 Signed by Officers and presented to Governor ~SJ 01103

05/16/97 Became Law without Governor’s Signature, Chapter No
97-69

S 1284 GENERAL BILL/IST ENG by Childers (Similar H 1375, Compare

CS/S 1422)

Athlete Agents, requires eachapplicant for licensure as athlete agent to submit

full set of fingerprints for purposes of required criminal records check, exempts

members of The Florida Bar from regulations imposed on athlete agents

Amends 468 453 Effective Date Upon becoming law

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities —SJ 00151

03/19/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Commerce and Economic Opportunities
-8J 00212, Rereferred to Regulated Industrnies ~SJ 00212

0372197 SENATE On Committee agenda—Regulated Industries, 03/25/97,
330 pm, Room-EL

03/25/97 SENATE Comm Action -Favorable by Regulated Industries -SJ
00315

03/26/97 SENATE Placed on Calendar -SJ 00315

04/16/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00500, Read sec-
ond time —-SJ 00496, Amendment(s) adopted —SJ 00496,
Ordered engrossed —SJ 00496

04/17/97 SENATE Read third ime —SJ 00517, Passed as amended, YEAS 39
NAYS 0 -SJ 00517, Immediately certified -SJ 00517

04/17/97 HOUSE In Messages

0297 HOUSE Died in Messages
Workers' Comp/Emplovee Leasing Co, provides for calculation of worker{_~ S 1286/ GENERAL BILL/CS/1ST ENG by Banking and Insurance; Rossin;

compensation premiums for clients of employee leasing companies, requires

employees leasing companies to maintain & make available specified informa-

tion, clarifies that contracts between leasing companies & their clients involve

sale of insurance Creates 627 0917, amends 626 022 Effective Date

10/01U/1997

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Banking and Insurance, Com-
merce and Economic Opportumties —SJ 00151

05/02/97 SENATE Died in Committee on Banking and Insurance

S 1280 GENERAL BILL by Wilhiams {Identical H 1363)
StormwaterMgmt System/Permitting, provides conditions under which coun-
ty may remove 1tself from jurtsdiction of water management district re permit-
ting & review of such systems, provides hmitation on fees Creates 373 4132
Effective Date 07/01/1997
03/0¢/97 SENATE Filed
03/12/97 SENATE Intreduced, referred to Community Affairs, Natural Re-
sources -SJ 00151

04/09/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Community Affairs, Natural Resources
-SJ 00404, Withdrawn from further consideration -SJ
00404

S 1282 GENERAL BILL/CS by Cnminal Justice; Burt (Sumilar H 0455)
Children/Adult Sanctions, revises specified provisions re community control or
commitment of children prosecuted as adults to provide for court to commit
cluld to Juvenile Justice Dept for treatment program until child 1s age 21 or
soaner if discharged by dept , removes provision re court—ordered-plan of com-
munity control, removes requirement that decision by court to unpose adult
sanctions upen certain offenders must be 1n writing, etc Amends 39 059, reen-
acts 39 052{3)%a) Effective Date 10/01/1997

PAGE NUMBERS REFLECT DAILY SENATE AND HOUSE JOURNALS
PLACEMENT IN FINAL BOUND JOURNALS MAY VARY)

orman (Similar CS/IST ENG/H 1549, Compare H 0483, S 0814, S 1446)
Motor Vehicle Insurance, {THIS BILL COMBINES S1286,1446) authorizes
motor—~vel—ms—tooffer premium reductions when principal driver of insured
vehicle has completed approved driver improvement course, specifies that ads
by insurersinlanguageotherthan English donot modify policy 1n English, pro-
vides that deductibles in policy that provides comp coverage provided to in-
sured by authorized insurer do not apply to motor veh glass deductibles, etc
Amends Ch 627, 318 1451 Effective Date 10/01/1997
03/04/97 SENATE Filed
03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Banking and Insurance -SJ 00151
03/21/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Banking and I[nsurance,
03/25/97, 9 00 am, Room-EL

03/25/97 SENATE CS combines this bill with 1446, Combined CS additional
reference(s) Ways and Means, Comm Action CS by
Banking and {nsurance -SJ 00363, CS read first time on
04/03/97 -SJ 00375

03/28/97 SENATE Now in Ways and Means -SJ 00363

04/03/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Ways and Means -SJ 00324, Placed on
Calendar

04/16/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00500

04/17/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar —SJ 00500

04/24/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar —SJ 00583, Read sec-
ond time —-SJ 00553, Amendment(s) adopted -SJ 00553,
Ordered engrossed —SJ 00554

04/25/97 SENATE Readthird time ~SJ 00613, CS passed as amended, YEAS
36 NAYS 0 -SJ 00613, Immed:ately certified -SJ 00613

04/25/97 HOUSE [n Messages

04/28/97 HOU'SE Received -HJ 01121, Fiscal Responaibility Council tn
Dauly Folder -HJ 01121

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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S 1286 (CONTINUED:!

04/29/97 BOUSE Subsututed for CSYHB 1549 ~HJ 01178, Read second and
third times —HJ 01178, CS passed, YEAS 118 NAYS 0
-HJ 01178

04/29/97 SENATE Ordered enrolled -SJ 00956

05/14/97 Sygned by Officers and presented to Governor

05/30/97 Became Law without Governor’s Signature, Chapter No
97-178

S 1288 GENERAL BILL/CS by Community Affairs, Rossin (Sxmilar H

1219, CS/1ST ENG/H 1683, S 1640, Compare H 0685, S 1186, S 1692)

Local Governments/Special Districts, requires auditor to notify each member

of govermingbody of local govt entities of certain detenorating financial cond:-

tions, provides that for purposes of ad val tax exemption for govt units, special

districts shall be treated as municipalities, specafies that only Lenislature may

create independent special district, except as otherwise authorized by law, pro-

vides merger & dissolution requirements for special districts, etc Amends FS

Effective Date 10/01/1997 except as otherwise provided

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Commumty Affairs, Rules and
Calendar, Ways and Means -SJ 00151

03/13/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Community Affairs, 03/17/97,
3 00 pm, Room-1Ct309)

03/17/97 SENATE Comm Action CS by Commumty Affairs -SJ 00236, CS
read first time on 03/19/97 ~SJ 00244

03/19/97 SENATE Now in Rules and Calendar -SJ 00236

04/03/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Rules and Calendar —SJ 00324, Now 1n
Ways and Means

04/14/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Ways and Means —-SJ 00472, Placed on
Calendar

04/28/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar —-SJ 00938, Read sec-
ond time -SJ 00821, Amendment(s' adopted —SJ 00822,
House Bill substituted —SJ 00822, Laid on Table, 1den/
Sim/Compare Btll(s} passed, refer to CS/HB 1683 (Ch
97—-255), See also HB 685 {Ch 97-111)

S 1206 GENERAL BILL by Holzendorf

Belative Caretgker Program, provides legisiative intent, directs Cluldren &

Family Services Dept to estabhah & operate Relative Caretaker Program, pro-

vides for financial assistance & support services to relatives caring for children,

provides for support services for such cluldren’s parents, provides eligibihity of

such children for certain medical coverage & college tuition waisers, provides

for funding, limitation, & rules Creates 415 531 Effective Date 10/01/1997

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Children, Families and Seniors,
Ways and Means -SJ 00152

04/24/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Children, Families and Seniors, Ways
and Means -SJ 00535, Withdrawn from further consider-
ation -8J 00535

S 1292 GENERAL BILL by Holzendorf (Similar CS/H 1639, Compare

CS/H 1637, CS/S 0946)

Public Records/Domestic Violence, provides exemption from public records re-

quirements for certain personal information about program participants in Ad-

dress Confidentiality Program for Victims of Domestic Violence, provides for

future review & repeal, provides finding of public necessity, thall take effiect

on effective date of SB 946 or similar legstation enacted during 1397 Regular

Seasion of Legislature Creates 741 465 Effective Date Contingent

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Children, Fam:lies and Seniors,
Governmental Reform and Oversight -8J 00152

04/10/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Children, Families and Sentors,
04/14/97, 9 00 am, Room—-A(LL-37)

04/14/97 SENATE Comm Action Favorable with 2 amendmentis) by Chul-
dren, Fam:lies and Seniors —SJ 00500

04/15/97 SENATE Now in Governmental Reform and Oversight -SJ 00500

04/16/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Governmental Reform and Over-
aight, 04/17/97, 4 00 pm, Room-1Ct309; -SJ 00481

04/17/97 SENATE Comm Action —-Favorable with 1 amendment(s) by Gov-
ernmental Reform and Oversight -SJ 00584

04/18/97 SENATE Placed on Calendar -SJ 00584

04/30/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar —-SJ 01096

05/01/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar —SJ 00957, —SJ 01096

05/02/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 01105, Died on
Specia) Order Calendar

S 1284 GENERAL BILL by Holzendorf

E u Ve directs Children & Family Services Dept
to establish program under whuch certain surplus vehicles may be leased or
sold to participants or former participants in WAGES Program, provides re-
quirements & limitations, authorizes certain contracts & agreements, autho-
nizes adoption of rules Creates 414 225 Effective Date 10/01/1997
03/04/97 SENATE Filed
03/12/97 SENATE Introduced. referred to Commerce and Economic Oppor-

tuntties, Children, Families and Seniors, Wavs and
Means -SJ 00152

(PAGE NUMBERS REFLECT DAILY SENATE AND BOUSE JOURNALS
- PLACEMENT IN FINAL BOUND JOURNALS MAY VARY)

S 1302

S 1294 (CONTINUED)
03/27/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Commerceand Economic Opportunities,

Ctuldren, Families and Seniors, Ways and Means _g;
00287, Withdrawn from further consideration -SJ 00287

S 1286 GENERAL BILL by Holzendorf (Identical H 1329)

1 Ex; amends provision re examinations, mnvest:.
gations, & autopsies required of medical examiners, requires notification & ap.
prov al of next of kin if procedure of medical examiner on dead human bods 15
primarily for purposes of medical research Amends 406 11 Effective Date
07/01/1997
03/04/97 SENATE Filed
03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Criminal Justice ~SJ 00152
05/02/97 SENATE D:ied 1n Commttee on Criminal Justice

S 1298 GENERAL BILL by Campbell

Heglth Care/Freedom of Choice, deletes provisions governing recruitment &

retention of healtth care providers in community health purchasing all:ance d;s-

trict, provides free choice to subscribers to certain health care plans, & to per-

sons covered under certain health insurance policies or contracts, 1n selection

of specified health care providers, prohibits coercion of pravider selection, pro.

vides for freedom of choice for dental patients, provides himitations, etc

Amends/creates FS Effective Date 10/01/1997

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Health Care, Banking and Insur.
ance, Ways and Means -SJ 00152

05/02/97 SENATE Died in Committee on Health Care

S 1300 GENERAL BILL by McKay

Public Employment/Severance Pay, prohibits severance pay, as defined, pro-

vides exemptions from prolubition Effective Date 07/01/1997

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Governmenta! Reform and Oser-
sight, Community Affairs, Ways and Means —-SJ #0152

05/02/97 SENATE Died in Committee on Governmental Reform and Over-
sight

GENERAL BILL by McKay (Compare CS/1IST ENG/H 0915,

CS/CS/2ND ENG/S 1660)

Ports/Wharfage Charges/Tax Exempt, exempts from taxation portion of guar-

anteed wharfage charges that are actually paid Amends 212 031 Effective

Date 07/01/1997

03/64/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities, Ways and Meana -SJ 00152

05/02/97 SENATE Died in Commttee on Commerce and Economic Opportu-

nities, [den/Sim/Compare Bill(s) passed, refer to CS/HB

915 (Ch 97-221)

S 1304 GENERAL BILL by McKay (Compare 2ND ENG/H 1165)

Aggravgted Batterv, defines “facility”, defines ofTense of aggravated battery bv

throwing, tossing, or expelling certain fluids or materials on employee of cor-

rectional facility of state or local government or secure facility operated &

maintained by DOC or Juvenile Justice Dept , so as to cause or attempt to

cause such employee to came into contact with fluid or material, provides pen-

alties, etc Creates 784 078 Effective Date 10/0L/1997

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Criminal Justice, Ways and
Means -SJ 00152

04/04/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Cnminal Justice, 04/08/97, 8 00
am, Room-A(LL~-37)

04/08/97 SENATE Comm Action Favorable with 1 amendmentis)by Crion
nal Justice —-SJ 00449

04/09/97 SENATE Now in Ways and Means -SJ 00449

04/17/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Ways and Means -SJ 00509, Placed or
Calendar

04/30/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 01096

05/01/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00957, -SJ 01096

05/02/97 SENATE Placed an Consent Calendar -SJ 01843, Read second time
—SJ 01328, Amendment(s) failed —SJ 01328, House Bill
substituted —-SJ 01328, Lard on Table, refer to HB 1165
(Vetoed by Governor)

S 1306 GENERAL BILL/CS/CS/2ND ENG by Ways and Means, Natural

Resources: Latvalx, Hargrett (Similar CS/CS/H 1067, Compare 18T
ENG/H 0811, H 0955, 2ND ENG/H 1073, H 1297, 3RD ENG/H 1323.
CS/CS/S 1074, S 1110, CS/S 1476, S 1934, S 1936)
Brownfields Redevelopment Act, 1THIS BILL COMBINES S1306 1934:
creates said act, provides duties of local government that des:gnates brownfie.~
for rehablitation & redevelopment, provides for brownfield contamnaton
cleanup criteria, provides eligibthty requirements for participation in brown
field rehabilitation, provides for refunds from Economic Development Incen
tive Account to certain qualified target industry businesses for jobs created .r
a brownfield, etc Amends FS Effective Date 07/01/1997
03/04/97 SENATE Filed
03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Natural Resources Communit

Affairs, Wavs and Means -SJ 00153

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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HISTORY OF HOUSE BILLS

H 1547 (CONTINUED:

0409797 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Civil Justice & Claims (JCi,
04/15/97, 4 00 pm, 102-HOB—Not considered
Carried over to 1998 Session pursuant to House Rule 96,
Iin House Committee on Civil Justice & Claims (JC),
Iden/Sim/Compare Billis) passed referto CS/CS/HB 297
{Ch 97-159

GENERAL BILL/CS/IST ENG by Financial Services (EIC);

e (Similar CS/1ST ENG/S 1286, Compare H 0483, S 0814, S 1446)
Motor Velucle Insurange, provides for reducing certain motor vehicle insurance
premiums for auccessful completion of apecified driver ymprovement course,
provides for certificate of completion, provides for construction of policies, spec-
ifies criteria for electronic notice, clarifies deductible provision, authorizes tem-
porary binding of motor vehicle insurance coverage under certamn circum-
stances, etc Amends 318 1451, 627 419, 728, 7288, creates 627 06501, 72951
Effective Date 10/01/1997
03/18/97 HOUSE Filed
03/19/97 HOUSE Introduced -HJ 00238
04/01/97 HOUSE Referred to Financial Services (EICI, Governmental
Rules & Regulations (GRC1~-HJ 00371
On Commsittee agenda—Financial Services (EIC),
04/08/97, 10 30 am, Mornis Hall
Comm Action Unanimously CS by Financial Services
{EIC) ~HJ 00561
CSreadfirsttime on 04/14/97 ~-HJ 00560, Now 1n Govern-
mental Rules & Regulations (GRC) -HJ 00561
Withdrawn from Governmental Rules & Regulations
{GRC) -HJ 00670
Pending Consent Calendar
Fiscal Responsibility Council in Daily Folder ~-HJ 01080,
Read second time -HJ 01011, Amendment(s] adopted
-HJ 01012
Temporarly postponed, on Third Reading —HJ 01178,

05/02/97 HOUSE

04/02/97 HOUSE
04/08/97 HOUSE
04/14/97 HOUSE
04/23/97 HOUSE
04/24/97 HOUSE
04/25/97 HOUSE

04/29/97 HOUSE

Senate Bill substituted, Laid on Table, Iden /Sim /

Compare Billis) passed, refer to CS/SB 1286 (Ch 97-178)
-HJ 01178

H 1551 GENERAL BILL by Crow; (CO-SPONSORS) Heyman, Ziebarth
(Identical S 1712)
Motor Vehicle Liability Ins/DUT, requires increased minirmum himits of bodily
mnjury coverage afier DUI convictions, proyides penalty Amends 324 072 Ef-
fective Date 10/01/1997
03/18/97 HOUSE Filed
03/19/97 HOUSE Introduced -HJ 00238
04/01/97 HOUSE Referred to Civil Justice & Claims (JC) —~HJ 00371
04/02/97 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Civil Justice & Claims (JC),
04/08/97, 3 30 pm, 102-HOB—Workshop-Discussed
On Committee agenda—Civil Justice & Claims 1JC),
04/10/97, 2 45 pm, 102-HOB
Comm Action ~-Unammously Favorable with 2 amend-
ment(s! by Civil Justice & Clauns +JC)~HJ 00666
Pending Consent Calendar -HJ 00666
Avazilable for Consent Calendar
Placed on Consent Calendar, Tempoerarnly postponed, on
Second Reading -HJ 00955, Temporanly postponed, on
Second Reading -HJ 00964
Carried over to 1998 Session pursuant to House Rule 96,
Available for Consent Calendar
06/05/97 HOUSE  Withdrawa from further consideration

H 1553 GENERAL BILL by Ziebarth, (CO-SPONSORS) Wasserman
Schultz (Similar S 2284)
Motor Veh Financial Respons:bility, increases financial responsibility himsts
re bodilyinjury or deathinsingle accident, requires proof of financial responsi-
bilaty for bodily injury or death, inereases himits for proofof financial responm-
bility for for—hure transportation vehicle certificates of selfansurance, revises
required threshold limit for «elf~1nsurers, etc Amends 324 021, 031, 161, 171,
316 646,627 733, creates 324 023 Effective Date Upon becoming law
03/18/97 HOUSE Filed
03/19/97 HOUSE Introduced —HJ 00238
04/03/97 HOUSE Referred to Financial Services IEIC), Finance & Taxation
(FRC1 -HJ 00432
Carried over to 1998 Session pursuant to House Rule 96,
In Houte Commuttee on Financial Services (EIC:

H 1555 GENERAL BILL by Harnngton (Identical S 1320!
Value Adjustment Beards, revises time for notice to petitioner of scheduled
time of appearance before board Amends 194 032 Effective late Upon becom-
mg law
03/18/97 HOUSE Filed
03/19/97 HOUSE Introduced —-HJ 00234
05/02/97 HOUSE Carned over to 1998 Session pursuant 1o House Rule 96

Intreduced, not referred

(PAGE NUMBERS REFLECT DAILY SENATE ARND HOUSE JOURNALS
- PLACEMENT IN FINAL BOUND) JOURNALS MAY VARY

04/04/97 HOUSE
04/10/97 HOUSE
04/22/97 HOUSE

04/24/97 HOUSE
04/25/7 HOUSE

05/02/97 HOUSE

05/02/37 HOUSE

H 1667

H 1559

H 1561

GENERAL BILL/CS by Transportation (EIC), Horan, Murman,
(CO-SPONSORS) Brown, Heyman; Silver (Similar CS/1ST ENG/S 0876,
Compare H 1599, S 1492)

} provides for u Sea Turtle & an Adopt
Greyhounds license plate, provides for annua) use fee, provides for distribution
& use of annual use {ee, creates marine turtle grants program within DEP
Amends 320 08056, 08058, 370 12 Effective Date 07/01/1997
03/18/97 HOUSE Filed
03/19/97 HOUSE Introduced —HJ 00238
04/01/97 HOUSE Referred to Transportation (EIC), Finance & Taxation
(FRC), Transportation & Economic Development Appro-
priations —HJ 00371
On Committee agenda—Transportation (EIC), 04/10/97,
12 30 pm, 413C
04/10/97 HOUSE Comm Action Unanimously CS by Tranaportation (EIC)
-HJ 00595
CS read first time on 04/16/97 -HJ 00594
Now 1in Finance & Taxation (FRC)-HJ 00595
On Committee agenda—Finance & Taxation (FRC),
04/18/97, 9 00 am, Morris Hall
Comm Action Favorable with 1 amendment(s) by Fi-
nance & Taxation (FRC) -HJ 00667
04/21/97 HOUSE Now in Transportation & Economic Development Appre-

priations ~HJ 00667

05/02/97 HOUSE Carned over to 1998 Session pursuant to House Rule 8§,
In House Committee on Transportation & Economic De-
velopment Appropnations
Withdrawn from Transportation & Economic Develop-
ment Approprations, Laid on Table, Iden/Sim /Compare
Bullts) passed, refer to CS/SB 876 (Ch 97-272)

GENERAL BILL by Burroughs; (CO-SPONSORS) Dockery
(Identical CS/S 1064)

Dry Cleaning Solvent Cleanup, provides legislative intent, clarifies certain re-
habilitatron hability prosvisions, provides additional criteria for determining el-
1gibility for rehabilitation, provides additional authority for DEP to consider
certain information 1n determining rehabilitation eligibility, provides for con-
tinuing apphication of certain immunity for real property owners, protects cer-
tain immunity for real property owners, etc Amends 376 3078, 308, 313 Effec
tive Date Upon becoming law

03/18/97 HOUSE Filed

03/19/97 HOUSE Introduced -HJ 00238

05/02/97 HOUSE Carried over to 1998 Session pursuant to House Rule 96,
Introduced, not referred

GENERAL BILL/1ST ENG by Futch; (CO-SPONSORS) Barreiro

(Similar CS/S 1012)

Chiropractic Licensure, revises & provides defimtions apphcable ta regulatior

of chiropractic. elimnates requirement of cerufication to practice phlebotoms

or physiotherapy or to administer proprietary drugs, amends certain provi-

s10ns re licensure by examination & grounds for disciplinary action, to conform

Amends 460 403, 406, 413 Effective Date 07/01/1997

03/18/97 HOUSE Filed

03/1997 HOUSE Introduced -HJ 00238

04/01/97 HOUSE Referred to Health Care Standards & Regulatory Refern

(GSC) -HJ 00371

On Commttee agenda—Health Care Standards & Regu

latory Reform (GSC), 04/17/97, 215 pm, Morris Hali

Comm Action —Unanimously Favorable with 2 amend-

ment{s! by Health Care Standards & Regulatory Refcri

tGSC) -HJ 00667

04/22/97 HOUSE Pending Consent Calendar ~-HJ 00667

04/24/97 HOUSE Avatlable for Consent Calendar

04/25/97 HOUSE Placed on Consent Calendar, Read second time -HJ
00955, Amendmentisi adopted ~BJ 00955, Read third
time ~HJ 00956, Passed as amended, YEAS 104 NAYS 2
-HJ 00956

04/28/97 SENATE In Messages

05/01/97 SENATE Received, referred to Health Care -SJ 01303

05/02/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Health Care -SJ 01326, Substituted fo
CS/SB 1012 -SJ 01326, Read second and third times ~S
01326, Passed, YEAS 40 NAYS 0 -SJ 01326

05/02/87 HOUSE Ordered enrolled -HdJ 02189

04/04/97 HOUSE

04/16/97 HOUSE
04/15/97 HOUSE
04/17/97 HOUSE

04/18/97 HOUSE

05/30/97 HOU'SE

04/11/97 HOUSE

04/17/97 HOUSE

05/14/97 Signed bv @fficers and presented to Governor
05/3m97 Became Law without Governor's Signature, Chapter
97-247
H 1563 GENERAL BILIJCS by Transportation (EIC), Sindler (Sim:!lsf

CS/S 1442!
License Plates/Companion Apimals, provides for Fla Compamon Animal !
cense plate, provides for annual use fee for such plates, provides for distrib:
tion & uses of annual use fee Amends 320 08056, 08058 Effective Date Upcf
becoming law
03/16/97 HOUSE  Filed
03/19/97 HOUSE  Introduced -HJ 00236

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGH
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H 477 (CONTINUED)

03/20/97 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Business Regulation & Consum-
er Affairs (EIC), 03/26/97, 3 00 pm, 214C

03/26/97 HOUSE Comm Action Unanimously Favorable by Business Reg-
ulation & Consumer Affairs (EI1C) —HJ 00375

03/28/97 HOUSE Now mn Governmenta! Operations (GRC) -HJ 00375

04/03/97 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Governmental Operations
(GRC), 04/09/97, 1 O# pm, 413C—Cancelled

04/09/97 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Governmental Operations
(GRC), 04/15/97, 8 30 am, 413C

0415/97 HOUSE Cdmm Action Favorable by Governmenta! Operations
(GRC) -HJ 00597

04/16/97 HOUSE Now 1n Finance & Taxation (FRC) -HJ 00597

04/17/97 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Finance & Taxation (FRC),
04/18/97, 9 00 am, Morns Hall

04/18/97 HOUSE Comm Action Favorable with 2 amendment(s) by Fi.
nance & Taxation (FRC) -HJ 00700

04/23/97 HOUSE Now in General Government Appropnations -HJ 00700

05/02/97 HOUSE Carried overto 1998 Session pursuant to House Rule 96,
In House Committee on General Government Appropria-
tions

H 479 GENERAL BILL by Kelly; (CO-SPONSORS) Feeney; Mackey;

Heyman

Child Custody & Vjsitation, provides for standing tn court re persons who have

been awarded temporary custody of minor cinild for purpose of evaluating what

custody arrangements are in best interest of child, redefines term “extended

family”, provides that grandparents of minor child may bring proceedings in

circult court to determine temporary custody of child under certain circum-

stances, revises language re action by grandparent for nght of visitation

Amends FS Effective Date 10/01/1997

02/07/97 HOUSE Prefiled

02/21/97 HOUSE Referred to Family Law & Chuldren 1JC), Civil Justice &
Claime (JC), Children & Family Empowerment (GSC),
Rules, Resolutions, & Ethies (PC)

03/04/97 HOUSE Introduced, referred to Family Law & Children (JC}, Civil
Justice & Claims rJC), Children & Family Empowerment
{GSC). Rules, Resolutions, & Ethics 1PC} ~HJ 00076

03/13/97 HOUSE Withdrawn from Family Law & Children (JC), Civil Jus-
uce & Claims \JC), Children & Family Empowerment
{GSC), Rules, Resolutions, & Ethics (PC) —HJ 00179,
Filed and not referred ~HJ 00179

03/17/97 HOUSE Referred to Family Law & Children {JC), Civil Justice &
Claims (JC), Children & Family Empowerment 1GSC),
Rules, Resolutions, & Fthies (PC) —HJ 00239

03/25/97 HOUSE  Withdrawn from Family Law & Children (JO, Civil Jus-
tice & Claims {(JCt, Children & Family Empowerment
{GSC), Rules Resolutions, & Ethics (PCi, Withdrawn
from further consideration -HJ 00306

H 481

02/18/97 HOUSE Withdrawn

GENERAL BILL by Geller; Ogles, (CO-SPONSORS) Bainter,
bins; Lawson; Bradley, Feeney (Similar S 0814, Compare CS/1ST
ENG/H 1548, CS/IST ENG/S 1286)
Insurance Rates & Contracts, rewvises definition re “nonpas ment of premum”,
increases certain allowable per—policy application fees, rexises Limitations
Amends 627 728, 7295 Effective Date Upon becoming law
02/07/97 HOUSE Prefiled
02/17/97 HOUSE Referred to Financial Services 'EIC!, Finance & Taxation
(FRC)
03/04/97 HOUSE Introduced, referred to Financial Services (EIC}, Finance
& Taxation (FRCY —-HJ 00076
05/01/97 HOUSE Withdrawn from Financial Services 'EIC), Finance &
Taxation (FRC} Withdrawn from further
cons ,Iden/Sim/Compare Billts) passed refer to CS/SB
1286 (Ch 97-178'-HJ 01725

H 485 GENERAL BILL by Hill; (CO-SPONSORS) Feeney; Ziebarth

(Similar 1ST ENG/S 0152)

Controlled Substances, prohibits sale manufacture delivery, or possession

with intent to sell, manufacture or deliver anvy controlled substance within

specified distance of property used for religious services or property on which

specified business enterprises conduct business prescribes sentencing guide-

line offense levels Amends 893 13, 941 0012 Effective Date 10/81/1997

02/07/97 HOUSE Prefiled

02/17/97 HOUSE Referred to Crime & Punishment (JCi, Crimunal Justice

Appropriations

Introduced, referred to Crime & Punishment (JC), Crimi-

nal Justice Appropnations —-HJ 00076

03/31/97 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Crime & Punishment (JC),
04/04/97 800 am, 21-HOB

04/04/97 HOUSE Comm Action Unanimously Favorable with 2 smend-
ment(s' bv Crime & Punishment «JC) ~HJ 00531

04/1/97 HOUSE Now tu Crimunal Justice Appropriatiens —~HJ 00531

03/04/97 HOUSE

(PAGE NUMBERS REFLECT DAILY SENATE AND HOUSE JOURNALS
- PLACEMENT IN FINAL BOUND JOURNALS MAY VVARY!

H 485 (CONTINUED)

04/16/97 HOUSE Withdrawn from Criminal Justice Appropriations -HJ
00574

04/17/97 HOUSE Pending Consent Calendar

04/21/97 HOUSE Available for Consent Calendar

04/24/97 HOUSE Placed on Consent Calendar

04/25/97 HOUSE Senate Bill substituted. Laid on Table, Iden /Sin /
Compare Bill(s} passed, refer to SB 152 (Ch 97-43)-HJ
00901

H 487 GENERAL BILL/CS/1ST ENG by Financial Services (EIC), Dennis

(Identical CS/1IST ENG/S 1402)

m Finance Companien/Agreements, revises net worth requirements for
applicant for premium finance co license, authorizes surety bond with reduced
net worth requirement, requires that such companies maintain Errors & Omus-
sions Coverage & provides exception, revises prolubited acts by premium fi-
nance company, requires notification to insured by msurer & premium finance
company on canceled insurance contract, amount of any unearned premyum &
unearned commission, etc Amends Ch 627 Effective Date 05/30/1997
02/07/97 HOUSE Prefiled
02/17/97 HOUSE Referred to Financial Services (EIC)

03/04/97 HOUSE Introduced, referred to Financial Services (EIC) —HJ
00076

03/20/97 HOUSE On Committee agenda—F:inancial Services {E1C),
03/26/97, 3 00 pm, Morns Hall

03/26/97 HOUSE Comm Action -Unanimously CS by Finaneal Services
(EIC) -HJ 00493

04/09/97 HOUSE CS read first time on 04/09/97 —HJ 00486

04/10/97 HOUSE Pending Consent Calendar ~-HJ 00493

04/34/97 HOUSE Available for Consent Calendar

04/16/97 HOUSE Placed on Consent Calendar, Temporarily postponed, on
Second Reading, Available for Consent Calendar

04/17/97 HOUSE Placed on Consent Calendar, Read second and tiurd times
-HJ 00607, CS passed, YEAS 116 NAYS 0 -HJ 00607,
Immediately certified ~HJ 00647

04/17/97 SENATE In Messages

04/24/97 SENATE Received, referred to Banking and Insurance —-SJ 00600

04/25/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Banking and Insurance -SJ 00614, Sub-
stituted for CS/SB 1402 -SJ 00614, Read second time —-SJ
00614, Amendment(s) adopted —SJ 00614, Read third
time -SJ 00615, CS passed as amended, YEAS 37 NAYS
0 -SJ 00615, Immediately certified -SJ 00615

04/25/97 HOUSE In returning messages

05/01/97 HOUSE Concurred ~-HJ 01401, CS passed as amended, YEAS 115

NAYS 0 -HJ 01402, Ordered engrossed, then enrolled

~HJ 01402

Signed by Officers and presented to Governor

Became Law without Gotvemnor's Signature, Chapter No

97-204

05/14/97
05/30/97

H 489 GENERAL BILL by Minton, (CO-SPONSORS) Feeney (Identical

S 1034)

Ad Valorem Tax/Agricultural Crops, provides that property appraiser, when

considenng specified use factors applicable to agricultural assessment, may

rely on 5-year mosing average data for certain crops Amends 193 461 Effec-

tive Date 01/01/1998

02/10/97 HOUSE Prefiled

02/17/97 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture (GRC), Community Affairs
(GRC), Finance & Taxation (FRC!

03/04/97 HOU'SE Introduced, referred to Agnculture GRC), Communiiy
Affairs IGRC), Finance & Taxation (FRC)-HJ 00076

05/02/97 HOUSE Carried over to 1998 Session pursuant to House Rule 96
In House Commuttee on Agriculture (GRC)

H 491 GENERAL BILL by Laurent, (CO-SPONSORS) Feeney; Lynn;

Argenziano, Putnam; Culp (Identical S 2054, Similar H 1759)

Citizen Support Organizations, clanifies sales & use tax exemption for certain

citizen support organizations, provides for partnerships between state & pni-

vate entities for certain purposes Amends 212 08, 370 0205 Effective Date

05/30/1997

02/10/97 HOUSE Prefiled

02/21/97 HOUSE Referred to Water & Resource Management (GRC}, Gen-
eral Government Appropriations

03/04/97 HOUSE Introduced referred to Water & Resource Management
{GRC, General Government Appropriations —-HJ 0007€

03/05/97 HOUSE On Committee agenda—Water & Resource Managemen:
IGRC), 03/11/97, 130 pm 102-HOB

03/11/97 HOUSE Comm Action Unanimously Favorable by Water & Re-
source Management tGRC)-HJ 00199

03/12/47 HOUSE Now in General Government Appropriatiens ~HJ 00299

04/01/97 HOUSE Withdrawn from General Government Appropriations
-HJ 00355

04/02/97 HOUSE Pending Consent Calendar

04/04/97 HOUSE Asailable for Consent Calendar

04/16/97 HOUSE Placed on Consent Calendar, Read second and third imes
-HJ 00576 Passed YEAS 116 NAYS 0 -HJ 00577

{CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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GENERAL BILL by Clary (Compare H 0903, CS/S 0412)

Manne Net Fishing, (THIS BILL COMBINED IN CS/S412,140,804) defines
terms “netting matenal” & “net” for constitutional, statutorv, & administrative
law purposes Amends 370 01 Effective Date 07/01/1997

S 812

05/02/97 SENATE

1CONTINUED)

Died 1n Committee on Commerce and Economiec Opportu-
nities

02/21/97 SENATE
03/04/97 SENATE
23/10/97 SENATE

03/12/97 SENATE

Prefiled

Introduced, referred to Natural Resources —SJ 00083
On Committee agenda—Natural Resources, 03/12/97,
200 pm, Room-A(LL-3T

CS combines this bl with 412 & 140, Comm Action CS
bv Natural Resources -SJ 00236, Original bill layd on Ta-
ble, refer to combined CS/SB 412 (Died in Senate Ways
and Means Commutteel

S 806 GENERAL BILL/CS by Judiciary; Grant (Sumlar H 0913)

@ GENERAL BILL by Grant; (CO-SPONSORS) Williams; Childers;

asas, Thomas (Sumilar H 0483, Compare CS/1ST ENG/H 1649, CSAST
ENG/S 1286)

Motor Vehicle & Casualty [nsurance, prescnbes notice requirements re non-
payment of premiums, revises certain per—policy fees Amends 627 728, 7295

Effective Date Upon becoming law

02/21/97 SENATE
03/04/97 SENATE
04/11/97 SENATE

04/15/97 SENATE

Prefiled

Introduced. referred to Banking and Insurance ~SJ 00083
On Committee agenda—Banking and Insurance,
04/15/97, 9 00 am, Room-EL

Comm Action -Favorable with £ amendment(s) by Bank-

S 812

Eminent Domain/Acquisitions, provides for written offer of settlement as part

of prelitigation notice, requires property owners who intend to claim business

damages to provide certain documentation, provides that jury must determine

compensation 1n eminent domain actions, provides for consideration of busr

ness damages, provides for determination of compensation in inverse condem-

nation proceedings, etc Amends 73 0511,071, 337 271, creates 74 0205, 042

Effective Date 10/01/1997

02/21/97 SENATE Prefiled

03/04/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Judiciary. Governmental Reform

and Oversight -SJ 00083

On Committee agenda—Judicrary, 03/25/97, 3 30 pm,

Room-1C{309)—Not considered

03/26/97 SENATE Also referred to Ways and Means -SJ 00269

03/28/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Judiciary, 04/02/97, 2 30 pm,
Room-1C(309)

04/02/97 SENATE Comm Action CS by Judiciary -SJ 00391, CS read first
time on 04/07/97 -SJ 00394

04/03/97 SENATE Withdrawn from— Governmentai Reform and Oversight,
Ways and Means -SJ 00324, Rereferred to~ Governmen-
tal Reform and Oversight, Transportation, Ways and
Means -SJ 00324

04/04/97 SENATE Now 1n Governmental Reform and Oversight -SJ 00391

04/10/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Governmental Reformand Over-
sight, 04/14/97, 1 00 pm, Room-1C(309+

04/14/97 SENATE Comm Action Favorable with 1 amendment(s) by Gov-
ernmental Reform and Oversight —-SJ 00500

04/15/97 SENATE Now in Transportation -SJ 00500

04/17/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Transportation -SJ 00509, Now in Ways
and Means

04/25/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Ways and Means -SJ 00604, Placed on
Calendar

05/02/97 SENATE Died on Calendar

03/21/97 SENATE

§ 808 GENERAL BILL by Grant (Stmilar CS/H 0531)

Small Business Employment Incentives, provides for 1ssuing tax credit vouch-

ers to small businesses as employment incentives, requires DOR to develop

forms & procedures, limits availability of credst vouchers Effective Date

07/01/1997

02/21/97 SENATE Prefiled

03/04/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Cornmerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities, Ways and Means -SJ 00083

03/06/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities, 03/10/97, 2 00 pm, Room-EL—Temporarily
postponed

05/02/97 SENATE Diedin Committee on Commerce and Economic Opportu-
aities

S 810 GENERAL BILL by Grant

Health Care Responsibility/AHCA, directs AHCA to convene task force on Fla

Health Care Responsibility Act of 1988, provides for membership, specifies top-

1cs for task force study, requires report, provides agency duties Effective Date

Upon becoming law

02/21/97 SENATE Prefiled

03/04/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Health Care —SJ 00083

03/14/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Health Care. 03/18/97, 9 00 am,
Room—-EL—Not considered

03/21/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Health Care, 03/25/97, 12 30 pm,
Room-EL

03/25/37 SENATE Comm Action ~Favarable with 1 amendment(s) by
Health Care -SJ 00277

03/26/97 SENATE Placed on Calendar -SJ 00277

05/02/97 SENATE Died on Calendar

GENERAL BILL by Grant {(Compare CS/1IST ENG/H 0117,
CS/CS/2ND ENG/S 1660)

Sales Tax/Gaspar;lia Distance Assn, provides exemption for Gasparilla Dis-
tance Classic Association, Inc , 1n specified circumstances Amends 212 08 Ef-
tective Date 07/01/1997

02/21/97 SENATE Prefiled

03/04/97 SENATE Introduced, refr rred to Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities, Wav~ and Means -SJ 00083

- PLACEMENT IN FINAL BOUND JOURNALS MAY VARY!

ing and Insurance -SJ 00521

04/16/97 SENATE Placed on Calendar -SJ 00521

05/02/97 SENATE Died on Calendar, Iden/Sim/Compare Bill(s) passed, re-
fer to CS/SB 1286 (Ch 97-178)

S 816 GENERAL BILL by Grant

Insurance Comumissioner, transfers responsibilities of head of DOI from State

Treasurer to appointed Insurance Commissioner, tramifers responsibiity for

making appowntment, amends specified provisions to conform terminology to

change made by act Amends FS Effective Date 07/01/1997

02/21/97 SENATE Prefiled

03/04/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Banking and Insurance, Govern-
mental Reform and Oversight, Ways and Means -SJ
00083

05/02/97 SENATE Died in Committee on Banking and Insurance

S 818 GENERAL BILL/CS by Judiciary; Grant; Lee; Dudley (Similar 1ST

ENG/H 1411, Compare H 0931, S 1136, S 1242)

Trusts & Estates/Administration, (THIS BILL COMBINES S818,1136,1242)

pravides statement of rule against perpetuities, authorizes certain corpora-

tions to serve as attorney 1n fact, increases cesing on funeral expenses, defines

term “right of revocation” re order of payment of expenses & obligations of es-

tate, revises provisions re execution requirements for express trusts, provides

for application of section, etc Amends Chs 518, 689, 709, 733, 737, 738, 744

Effective Date Upon becuming law except as otherwise provided

02/21/97 SENATE Prefiled

03/04/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Judiciary -SJ 00083

03/17/97 SENATE On Commtittee agenda—Judiciary, 03/19/97, 2 00 pm,

Room—1Ct309—Temporarily postponed

On Committee agenda-—Judiciary, 03/25/97, 3 30 pm,

Room-1C(309>—Not considered

On Committee agenda—Judiciary, 04/02/97, 2 30 pm,

Room-1C(309)

CS combines this bill with 1136 & 1242, Comm Ac-

tion -CS by Judiciary -SJ 00392, CS read first time on

04/07/97 -SJ 00395

04/04/97 SENATE Placed on Calendar -SJ 00392

04/24/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar —SJ 00583

04/25/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00583

04/28/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar ~-SJ 00651

04/29/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00709, -SJ 00938

04/30/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00938, -SJ 01096

05/01/97 SENATE Placed on Spec:al Order Calendar -SJ 00957, -SJ 01096

05/02/97 SENATE Placed on Consent Calendar -SJ 01843, Read second time
-SJ 01318, Amendment(s) adopted ~SJ 01318, House Ball
substituted -SJ 01318, Laid on Table, Iden./Sim/
Compare Bili(s) passed, refer to HB 1411 (Ch 97-240)

03/2U/97 SENATE
03/28/97 SENATE

04/02/97 SENATE

S 820 GENERAL BILL by Klein; {CO-SPONSORS) Turner (Identical H

0115)

Veterans/ID Card Renewals, ehminates requirement of renewing identifica-

tion cards, eliminates service charge Amends 295 17 Effective Date

07/01/1997

02/21/97 SENATE Prefiled

03/04/97 SENATE Introduced. referred to Community Affaurs, Ways and
Means -SJ 00083

03/07/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Community Affairs, 03/11/97,
900 am, Room-1C(309)

03/11/97 SENATE Comm Action Favorable by Community Affairs —SJ
00140, Now i1n Ways and Meana -SJ 00140

03/19/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Ways and Means -SJ 00212, Placed on
Calendar

04/03/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00361

04/07/97 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar -SJ 00324, House Bill
substituted —SJ 00390, Laid on Table, lden /Sim /
Compare Bili(s; passed, refer to HB 115 (Ch 97-14)

S 822 GENERAL BILL by Klein; (CO-SPONSORS) Forman (Compare

2ND ENG/H 1367, 2ND ENG/H 1837, CS/CS/S 0652. S 1960)
Depy._of Henlth/HRS/IAHCA/DOC, (THIS BILL COMBINED IN
CS/S552 1960 872 authorizes Health D

ept to use certain funds to promote
public health provides dept with greater flexibility 1a budget expendaitures,
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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S 1430 (CONTINUED!

04/2597 HOUSE Substituted for HB 829 -HJ 00928, Read second and
thurd times -HJ 00928, Passed, YEAS 111 NAYS 1 -HJ
00928

04/25/97 SENATE Onrdered enrolied —SJ 00663

04/30/97 Signed by Officers and presented to Governor —SJ 01103

05/16/97 Became Law without Governor's Signature, Chapter No
97-70

GENERAL BILL/CS by Banking and Insurance, Childers

{Similar H 0795, Compare H 0431, S 0264)

Florjda Title Loan Act, creates said act, provides definitions, requires licensure

by Agriculture & Consumer Services Dept to be 1n business as title loan lend-

er, provides for elipbility for hcensure, provides for application, provides for

suspension or revocation of license, provides for title loan transaction form,

provides for recordkeeping & reporting & safekeeping of property, removes pro-

visions re title loan transactions by secondhand dealers, etc Amends Ch 538

Appropnation $700,000 Effective Date 10/01/1997 except as otherw:se pro-

vided

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Banking and Insurance, Ways
and Means —-SJ 00160

04/04/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Banking and Insurance,
04/08/97, 9 00 am, Room-EL--Not considered

04/11/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Banking and Insurance,
04/15/97, 9 00 am, Room-EL

04/15/97 SENATE Comm Action CS by Banking and Insurance -SJ 00521,
CS read first time on 04/17/97 -SJ 00523

04/17/97 SENATE Now in Ways and Means -SJ 00521

04/25/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Ways and Means —-SJ 00604, Placed on
Calendar

04/30/97 SENATE Piaced on Special Order Calendar -SJ 01096

05/0/97 SENATE Placed on Consent Calendar —SJ 01294, Read second time
-SJ 01125, Amendment pending -SJ 01125, Placed on
Regular Calendar -SJ 01126

05/02/97 SENATE Died on Calendar

S 1434 GENERAL BILL/CS by Education, Dyer (Compare CS/CS/S 1548}

Capital Improvement Millage Reform, (THIS BILL COMBINED IN

CS/CS/S1548,CS/S1434) creates “Capital Improvement Millage Reform Act”,

raises maximum millage school district may levy for capital outlay purposes,

authorizes use of additional funds for certain lease-purchase agreements by

school districts with high student growth, defines hugh student growth & pro-

vides for calculation, provides expenditure requirement Amends 236 25 Effec-

tive Date 07/01/1997

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Education, Ways and Means -SJ
00160

03/28/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Education, 04/01/97, 2 30 pm,
Room-AILL~-37+—Not considered

04/04/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Education, 04/08/97, 2 00 pm,
Room-A(LL-37)

04/08/97 SENATE Comm Acuon CS by Education -SJ 00474, CS read first
time on 04/14/97 -SJ 00477

04/11/97 SENATE Now in Ways and Means —SJ 00474

04/14/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Ways and Means, 04/16/97, 1 00
pm, Room-EL

04/16/97 SENATE CS combines this bill with CS 1548, Comm Action CS/CS
by Wavs and Means -SJ 00585, Origina!l bill la:d on Ta-
ble, refer to combined CS/CS/SB 1548 (Laid on Table in

Senate)
S 1436 GENERAL BILL by Dyer (Compare 1ST ENG/H 0887)
i wve B t, requires :nclusion of specified information in

advertisement of school board's tentative budget Amends 237 081 Effective
Date 07/01/1997

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Education, Ways and Means -SJ

(CO-SPONSORS) Myers, Holzendorf;: Rossin, Jenne, Harrs; Klein;
Sulhivan; Burt; Dyer, Diaz~Balart; Turner; McKay; Gutman; Jones;
Meadows; Childers; Casas, Horme; Willhams (Similar CS/1ST ENG/H
1145, Compare CS/CS/2ND ENG/S 1660)
clarifies taxation of improvements to real

property, redefines term “new sports franchise”, prescribes critena for certify-
g applicant as facility for new professional sports {ranchise, increases num-
ber of franchuses that muy be certified, provides that applicant applying for cer-
tification for more than one franchise, afier certain date, 1s required to have
contract with LES for hiring of WAGES participants, etc Amends 212 06,
288 1162 Effective Date Upon becoming law
03/04/97 SENATE Filed
03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Commerce and Economic (ppor-

tunities Communsty Affairs Wavs and Means -SJ 00160

(PAGE NUMBERS REFLECT DAILY SENATE AND HOUSE JOURNALS
- PLACEMENT IN FINAL BOUND JOURNALS MAY VARY!

S 1438 (CONTINUED!

03/13/97 SENATE OnCommittee agenda—Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities, 03/17/97, 12 00 noon, Room-EL

03/17/97 SENATE Comm Action Favorable with 2 amendment(s) by Com-
merce and Economic Opportunities -SJ 00235

03/18/97 SENATE Now in Commumty Affairs -SJ 00235

04/17/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Community Affairs —SJ 00509, Now 1n
Ways and Means

04/18/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Ways and Means, 04/23/97, 2 00
pm, Room-EL—Not cons:dered

04/24/97 SENATE On Committee sgenda—Ways and Means, 04/25/97. 9 00
am, Room-EL

04/25/97 SENATE Comm Action -CS by Ways and Means ~SJ 00709, CS
read first time on 04/28/97 -SJ 00711

04/28/97 SENATE Placed on Calendar —SJ 00709

05/02/97 SENATE Died on Calendar

S 1440 GENERAL BILL by Klein (Similar H 0649)

Sale of Firewarks, speafies enforcement authority, increases criminal penal-

ties for certain violations, revises repistration requirements for manufacturers,

distributors, & wholesalers of sparklers or fireworks, provides procedures for

cease & desist orders, prohibits sale or delivery of sparklers or fireworks to cer-

tain persons, etc Amends Ch 791 Effective Date 10/01/1997

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities, Community Affairs, Ways and Means -SJ 00160

03/20/97 SENATE Obn Committee agenda——Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities, 03/24/97, 9 30 am, Room-EL--Temporarly
postponed

03/27/97 SENATE Withdrawn from Commerce and Economic Opportunities,
Community Affairs, Ways and Means -SJ 00287, With-
drawn from further consideration -SJ 00287

S 1442 GENERAL BILL/CS by Transportation; Forman (Similar CS/H

1563)

License Plates/Companion Animals, creates Fla Companion Aniumal license

plate, provides for distribution of annual use fees received from sale of such

plates Amends 320 08056, 08058 Effective Date 07/01/1997 if enacted by

3/5ths vote of membership of each house of Legslature

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Transportation, Ways and Means
-SJ 00161

04/11/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Transportation, 04/15/97, 9 00
am, Room-2C(301)

04/15/97 SENATE Comm Action CS by Transportation -SJ 00585, CS read
first time on 04/24/97 -SJ 00592

04/17/97 SENATE Now in Ways and Means -SJ 00585

05/02/97 SENATE Died in Committee on Ways and Means

S 1444 GENERAL BILL by Grant (Similar H 1581, Compare CS/S 1538

Postsecondary Distance Learming, (THIS BILL COMBINED IN

CS/S1538,1444,1702,2014) provides legislative intent, creates Institute on

Public Postsecondary Distance Learning, provides for governing board of insti

tute, assignsinstitute to Fla Gulf Coast Univ for purposes of administration,

specifies duties of institute, directs State Board of Commumty Colleges to es

tablish Fla Community College Distance Learning Consortium, Creates

240 65, 66 Effective Date 07/01/1997

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Education, Governmental Reform
and Oversight, Ways and Means -SJ 00161

04/10/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Education, 04/14/97, 1 00 px
Roowm-A(LL-37)—Temporanly postponed

04/15/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Education, 04/17/97, 4 00 pm
Room-A(LL-37)

04/17/97 SENATE CS combines thus bill with 1538, 1702 & 2014, Comm Ac-
tion CS by Education ~SJ 00584, Original ball laid on Ta
ble, refer to combined CS/SB 1538 tDied 1n Senate Gos

00160 - ernmental Reform and Oversight Committee)
05/02/97 SENATE Died in Committee on Education $ 1446 ) GENERAL BILL by Forman (Compare CS/IST ENG/H 1543,
GENERAL BILL/CS by Ways and Means; Silver; ST ENG/S 1286)

Driver Improvement Course/Insurance, (THIS BILL COMBINED 1%

CS/S1286,14461 authorizes motor vehicle tnsurers to offer premium reduction®

when principal drniver of insured vehicle has completed approved driver

provement course, prescribes conditions & limits on such offer, provides for a-

sessment fee to be paid by persons taking such course Creates 627 065()

amends 318 1451 Effective Date 07/01/1987

03/04/97 SENATE Filed

03/12/97 SENATE Introduced, referred to Banking and Insurance, Wa‘-
and Means -SJ 00161

03/21/97 SENATE On Committee agenda—Banking and Insurantce
03/25/97, 900 am Room~EL

03/25/97 SENATE CS combines ttus bill with 1286, Comm Action CS O
Banking and insurance -SJ 00363, Origina)l ball jaid 07
Table refer to combined CS/SB 1286 (Ch 97-17%!
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FLor1DA Senate - 1997 SB 1286

By Senator Rossin

35-991-97
A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to motor vehicle insurance;

3 amending s. 627.727, F.S.; providing a

4 presumption in favor of insurers and their

5 agents and employees that coverage bhas been

6 rejected or reduced by an insured who signs a

7 form prescribed by the Department of Insurance;
8 amending s. 627.728, F.S.; providing for

9 electronic notice of cancellation and

10 nonrenewals; amending s. 627.7288, F.S.;

i providing that deductibles in a policy that

12 provides comprehensive coverage provided to an
13 insured by an authorized insurer do not apply
14 to motor vehicle glass deductibles; creating s.
S 627.729S1, F,S.; permitting temporary binding
16 of coverage; providing an effective date.

17

18| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 627.727, Floraida
21] Statutes, is amended to read:

22 627.727 Motor vehicle insurance; uninsured and

23| underinsured vehicle coverage; insolvent insurer protection.--
24 {1} No motor vehicle liability insurance policy which
25| provides bodily injury liability coverage shall be delivered
26| or 1ssued for delivery in this state with respect to any

27) specifically insured or identified motor vehicle registered or
28| principally garaged in this state unless uninsured motor
vehicle coverage is provided therein or supplemental thereto
30| for the protection of persons ilnsured thereunder who are

31| legally entitled to recover damages from owners or operators

1
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FLoRIDA SenaTE - 1997 SB 1286
35-991-97

—

of uninsured motor vehicles because of bodily injury,
sickness, or disease, including death, resulting therefrom,
However, the coverage required under this section 1s not
applicable when, or to the extent that, an insured named in
the policy makes a written rejection of the coverage on behalf
of all insureds under the policy. When a motor vehicle is
leased for a period of 1 year or longer and the lessor of such
vehicle, by the terms of the lease contract, provides

liabi1lity coverage on the leased vehicle, the lessee of such

© W W N NN s W N

-

vehicle shall have the sole privilege to reject uninsured

-
—_

motorist coverage or to select lower limits than the bodily

12| injury liability limits, regardless of whether the lessor is
13| qualified as a self-insurer pursuant to s. 324.171. Unless an
14| insured, or lessee having the privilege of rejecting uninsured
15| motorist coverage, requests such coverage or reguests higher
16] uninsured motorist limits in writing, the coverage or such

17| higher uninsured motorist limits need not be provided in or

18| supplemental to any other policy which renews, extends,

19| changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing policy with the
20 same bodily injury liability limits when an insured or lessee
21| had rejected the coverage. When an insured or lessee has

22| initially selected limits of uninsured motorist coverage lower
23| than his bodily injury liability limits, higher limits of

24/ uninsured motorist coverage need not be provided in or

25| supplemental to any other policy which renews, extends,

26| changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing policy with the
27| same bodily injury liability limits unless an insured requests
28| higher uninsured motorist coverage in writing. The rejection
29| or selection of lower limits shall be made on a form approved

30| by the Insurance Commissioner. The form shall fully advise

31} the applicant of the nature of the coverage and shall state
2
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FLORIDA SENATE - 1997 SB 1286
35-991-97

that the coverage 1s equal to bodily injury liability limits
unless lower limits are requested or the coverage is rejected.
The heading of the form shall be in 12-point bold type and
shall state: "You are electing not to purchase certain
valuable coverage which protects you and your family or you
are purchasing uninsured motorist limits less than your bod:ily
injury liability limits when you sign this form. Please read
carefully." 1If this form is signed by a named 1nsured, it

will be conclusively presumed that there was an informed,

O YW W ~N O »nn o W N

-

knowing rejection of coverage or election of lower limits on

-

behalf of all insureds. Such presumption applies in favor of

12| the insurer and its agents and its employees. The insurer

13} shall notify the named insured at least annually of his

14| options as to the coverage required by this section. Such

notice shall be part of, and attached to, the notice of

16| premium, shall provide for a means to allow the insured to
17| request such coverage, and shall be given in a manner approved
18] by the department. Receipt of this notice does not constitute
19| an affirmative waiver of the insured's right to uninsured
20| motorist coverage where the insured has not signed a selection
21| or rejection form. The coverage described under this section
22| shall be over and above, but shall not duplicate, the benefits
23| available to an insured under any workers' compensation law,
24| personal 1njury protection benefits, disability benefits law,
25| or similar law; under any automobile medical expense coverage;
26| under any motor vehicle liability insurance coverage; or from
27| the owner or operator of the uninsured motor vehicle or any
?8| other person or organization jointly or severally liable
together with such owner or operator for the accident; and
30| such coverage shall cover the difference, if any, between the
31| sum of such benefits and the damages sustained, up to the

3
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FLORIDA SeNATE - 1997 SB 1286
35-991-97

maximum amount of such coverage provided under this section.
The amount of coverage available under thils section shall not
be reduced by a setoff against any coverage, including
liability insurance. Such coverage shall not inure directly
or indirectly to the benefit of any workers' compensation or
disability benefits carrier or any person or organization
gualifying as a self-insurer under any workers' compensation
or disability benefits law or similar law.

Section 2. Subsection (12) of section 627.728, Floraida

O W @ N s W N

-

Statutes, 1996 Supplement, is amended to read:

—
-

627.728 Cancellations; nonrenewals.——

-
N

(12) No later tham 10 business days after termination

-
W

of a policy subject to this section, the 1insurer must send

written or electronic notice of the termination to all holders

-
[

a
wn

of liens on the subject vehicley which lienholders are known

—_
N

to the insurer. Electronic notice is valid only by prior

-
~

agreement between the insurer and the lienholder.

-
(22}

Section 3., Section 627.7288, Florida Statutes, 1s

oy
O

amended to read:

N
(=

627.7288 Comprehensive coverage; deductible not to

M)
—

apply to motor vehicle glass.--The deductible provisions of

any policy of motor vehicle jinsurance, delivered or issued in

N
N

23/ this state by an authorazed or eligible insurer, providing
24| comprehensive coverage or combined additional coverage shall
25| not be applicable to damage to the windshield of any motor
26| vehicle covered under such policy.

27 Section 4. Section 627,72951, Florida Statutes, is
28| created to read:

29 £22.72951 Temporary binding

30| permjtted.—-Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an

w
-

insurer may temporarily bind coverage on a vehicle for a

4
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FLORIDA SENATE - 1997 SB 1286
35-991-97

2riod not to exceed 3 business days without first collecting
2| premium, if the policyholder has coverage on another vehicle
3| with the same insurer or insurer group.
4 Section 5. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997,
5
6 AR IR A KA AR AR A AR AR A AR AR R AR kA kA h kAR
7 SENATE SUMMARY
8 Provides a presumption in favor of insurers and their
agents and their employees that coverage has been
9 rejected or reduced by an insured who signs a form
prescribed by the Department of Insurance. Provides for
10 electronic notice of cancellation and nonrenewals.
Provides that deductibles in a policy that provides
t1 comprehensive coverage provided to an insured by an
authorized 1insurer do not apply to motor vehlcle glass
12 deductibles. Permits temporary binding of coverage on a
motor vehicle not to exceed 3 business days under certain
13 conditions.
14
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31
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Florida Senate - 1997 CS for SB's 1286 & 1446

By the Committee on Banking and Insurance and Senators Rossin
and Forman

311-1740-97
1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to i1nsurance; creating s.

3 ©27.06501, F.S.; authorizing motor wvehicle

4 insurers to offer premium reductions when the

5 principal driver of an insured vehicle has

6 completed an approved driver i1mprovement

7 course; prescribing conditions and limits on

8 such offer; amending s. 318.1451, F.S.;

9 providing for an assessment fee to be paid by
10 persons taking such a course; amending s.

11 627.419, F.S.; specifying that advertisements
12 by insurers 1n a language other than English do
13 not modity a policy in English; providing
14 limitations; amending s. ©27.727, F.S.:

15 providing & presumption in favor of insurers
16 and their agents and employees that coverage
17 has been rejected or reduced by an insured who
18 signs a form prescribed by the Department of

19 Insurance; amending s. 627.728, F.S.; providing
20 for electronic notice of cancellation and
21 nonrenewals; allowing notice of cancellation by
22 postal proof of mailings; amending s. 627.7288,
23 F.S.; providing that deductibles 1in a policy
24 that mrovides comprehensive coverage provided
25 tce an insured by an authorized insurer do not
26 apply to motor vehicle glass deductibles;
27 creating s. 627.72951, F.S.; permitting
28 temporary bainding of coverage:; providing an
29 effective date.
30

31 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

1
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Florida Senate -~ 1997 CS for SB's 1286 & 1446
311-1740-97

Section 1. Section 627.06501, Florada Statutes, is

created to read:

©627.06501 Tnsurance discounts for certain persons

completing draiver improvement course.--

(1) Any rate, rating schedule, or rating manual for

the liability, personal injury protection, and collision

coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed with the

W N & s Ww N

department may provide for an appropriate reduction 1n premium

9 | charges as to such coverages when the principal operator on

10 | the covered vehicle has successfully completed a driver

11 | improvement course approved and certified by the Department of

12 | Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles which 1s effective in

13 | reducing crash or violaticn rates, or both, as determined

14 | pursuant to s. 318.1451(5). Any dascount, not to exceed 10

15 | percent, used by an insurer 1s presumed to be appropriate

16 | unless credible data demonstrates otherwise.

17 (2) The premium reduction authorized by this section

18 | shall be cffe-tive for an i1nsured for a 3-year period after

19 | successful completion of the approved course, except that the

20 | insurer may require, as a condition of maintaining the

21 | reduction, that the insured:

22 (a) Not be anvolved in an accident for which the

23 | 1nsured 1s at fault; and

24 (b) Not be convicted of or plead guilty or nolo

25 | contendere to a moving traffic violation.

26 (3) The organization offering the course shall, upon a

27 | person's successful completion of the course, issue the person

2 a certificate that the person may use to qualify for the

29 | premium discount authorized by this section.

30 (4) This section does ncot apply 1f the driver

31 | 1mprovement course 1s taken in lieu of a court appearance for

2]
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Florida Senate - 1997 CS for SB's 1286 & 1446
311-1740-97

1| a traffic infraction as provided for in s. 318.14(9). However,

to

the five-election restriction enumerated i1n that section 1is

not applicable to taking the course for the purposes of

recelving insurance premium reductions.

Section 2. Subsectaion (4) of section 318.1451, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
31¢.1451 Braver improvement schools.--

(4) In addation to a regular course fee, an assessment

O W ~N oy s W

fee 1n the amount of $2.50 shall be collected by the school
10 | from each person who elects to attend a course, as it relates
111 to ss. 318.14(9), 322.0261, anmd 322.291, and 627.06501,which
12 | shall be remitted to the Department of Highway Safety and

13 | Motor Vehicles and deposited in the Highway Safety Operating
14 | Trust Fund to administer this program and to fund the general
15 | operations of the department.

16 Section 3. Subsection (8) 1s added to section 627.419,
17 | Florida Statutes, 1996t Supplement, to read:

18 627.419 Construction of policies.--

19 (8) If an insurer or licensee advertises an insurance

20 | policy in a language other than English, the advertisements

21 | shall not be construed to modify or change the 1nsurance

22 | policy written in English, provided that the advertisement

23 | clearly states that tnie policy written in Englaish controls in

24 | the event of a dispute and that the insurance poliacy language

25| may differ from the representations contained in the

26 { advertisement. Nothing 1n this subsection shall affect the

27 | provisions of s. 62€.9541 relating to misrepresentations and

28 | false advertising of insurance policies.

Section 4. Paragraph (c) of sussection (1) and

29
30 | subsecticon (12) »f secticn $27.728, Florida Statutes, 1996
31

Supplement, are amended to read:
3
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1 627.728 Cancellat:ions; nonrenewals.--

2 (1) As used 1n this section, the term:

3 (c) "Nonpayment of premium” means failure of the named
4 | insured to discharge when due any of his obligations in

5 | connection with the payment of premiums on a policy or any

6 | installment of such premium, whether the premium is payable

7 | directly to the insurer or its agent or indirectly under any

8 | premium finance plan or extension of credit, or failure to

9 { maintain membership in an organization if such membership is a
10 | condition precedent to insurance coverage. "Nonpayment of

11 | premium" also means the failure of a financial ainstitution to
12 | honor an insurance agplicant's check after delivery to a

13| licensed agent for payment of a premium, even 1f the agent has
14 | previocusly delivered or transferred the premium to the

15 | insurer; further, 1f the dishonored check represents the

16 | 1nitial premium payment, the contract shall be void ab initio
17 | unless the nonpayment 1s cured within 5 days after actual
18 | notice by United States postal proof of mailing or by

19 | registered or certified mail is sent to received-by the
20} applicant, and if the contract 1s void, any premium received
21 | by the insurer from a third party shall be refunded to that
22 | party in full. If a dishonored check is made payable to the
23 ) 1nsurer, the insurer may cancel the policy in accordance with
24 | paragraph (3) (a).
25 (12) MNo later than 10 business days after termination
26 | of a policy sukject to this section, the insurer must send
27 | written or electronic notice of the termination to all holders
28 | of liens on the subject vehiclejywhich lienholders are known
2 to the insurer. Electronic neotice 1s valid only by prior
30 | agreement between the insurer and the lienholder.
31

4
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1 Section 5. Section 627.7288, Florida Statutes, 1is

[}

amended to read:

3 627.7288 Comprehensive coverage; deductible not to

4 | apply to motor vehicle glass.--The deductible provisions of

5 | any policy of motor wvehicle insurance, delivered or issued in
6| this state by an authorized or eligible insurer,providing

7 | comprehensive coverage or combined additional coverage shall
8 | not be applicable to damage to the windshield of any motor

9 | vehicle covered under such polacy.
10 Section 6. Section 627.72951, Florida Statutes, ais
11 | created to read:

¥ 627.72951 Temporary binding

13 ] permitted.--Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an

14 | insurer may tempcrarily bind coverage on a vehicle for a

15 | pericd not to exceed 3 business days without first collecting

16 | premium, 1f the pnlicyholder has coverage on another vehicle

17 { with the same 1nsurer Or 1nsurer group.

18 Section 7. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.

5

CODING:Words strie¥en are delctiens; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1997 CS for SB's 1286 & 1446
311-1740-97

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES CONTAINED IN
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR
SB's 1286 and 1446

=

to

Adds a provision that 1f an insurer or licensee advertises an
insurance policy in a language other than English, the
advertisements shall not be construed to modlfg or change the
insurance pclicy written in Engliaish, provided that a
disclosure to this effect 1s made.

(G2 B =N VY]

Adds provisions_that allow motor vehicle insurers to send
notice_of cancellation due to a_bad check by U.S. postal proof
of mailing or by registered mail, in addition to certified
mail, and %rov1d1ng that the 5-day time period for the

9 appllC§nt o cure non-payment runs from mailing rather than
receipt.

«w - o

Adds a provision that an insurer may cancel a EOIICX for
11 | non-payment due to a bad check by providing notice 10 days
prior to cancellation, rather than voiding the policy

1Z | retroactave to the first day of coverage.

13| strikes the provisions that related to the effect of the

14 signed rejectilion of coverage for uninsured motorists coverage.
15
16
17
18

19

N
=

(NS LR (S 5 IS B8
~ O VD W T

co

29
30
31

6
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SPONSOR Banking and Insurance Comnuttee BILL- CS/SB’s 1286 & 1446

and Senators Rossin and Forman
Page 1

SENATE STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

(Mus document 1s based only on the provisions contaned n the legsslation as of the latest date hsted below )
Date: March 24, 1997 Revised
Subject Motor Vehicle Insurance
Analyst Staff Director Reference Action
1 Deffenbaugh Deffenbaugh BI Favorable/CS
2 WM Withdrawn
3
4
5
.  Summary:

CS/SB 1286 makes the following changes related to motor vehicle insurance (1) authorizes
motor vehicle insurers to provide discounts to policyholders when the principal operator has
successfully completed a driver improvement course approved by the Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehicles, any discount up to 10 percent is presumed to be appropriate unless
credible data demonstrates otherwise, a $2 50 fee must be collected by the school from each
person who elects to attend a course for this purpose, to be deposited in the Highway Safety
Operating Trust Fund, (2) provides that if an isurer advertises in a language other than English,
that the advertisement shall not be construed to modify the policy wntten in English, if the
advertisement discloses this fact, (3) authorizes motor vehicle insurers to use postal proof of
mailing of a notice of cancellation due to a bad check, but authorizes insurer to cancel
prospectively, rather than voiding the policy from the beginning, if cancellation 1s due to a bad
check, (4) authorizes electronic notice, in addition to the written notice currently required, to
known lienholders upon termination of an auto insurance policy, (5) specifies that the law that
prohibits deductibles from applying to damage to the windshields, applies to policies delivered or
issued in this state by an authorized or eligible insurer, and (6) authorizes insurers to issue
temporary binders of coverage without collecting any premium, under certain conditions

The bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes 627.06501, 627 72951 The bill
substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes 318 1451, 627 419, 627 728,
and 627 7288

Present Situation:

The current law affected by this bill 15 addressed in the section-by-section analysis of Effect of
Proposed Changes, below
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Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1 creates s 627 06501, F S | to allow (but not require) motor vehicle insurers to provide
an appropriate reduction in premiums for hability, personal injury protection, and collision
coverages, when the principal operator on the covered vehicle has successfully completed a driver
improvement course approved and certified by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles which is effective in reducing crash or violation rates, as determined pursuant to

s. 318 1451(5), F S

The bill provides that any discount up to 10 percent used by an insurer is presumed to be
appropnate (timplying that any such discount must be approved by the Department of Insurance),
unless credible data demonstrates otherwise

The premium discount must be effective for a 3-year period, except that the insurer may require
that the insured not be involved in an at-fault accident, and not be convicted of, or plead guilty or
nolo contendere to, a moving traffic violation The discount allowed by this section would not
apply to a driver unprovement course taken in lieu of a court appearance for a traffic infraction as
provided forins 318 14(9), F S

The bill does not affect s 627 0652, F S, which current!y requires motor vehicle insurers to
provtde an appropriate reduction 1n premium (a discount) when the principal operator on the
covered vehicle is 55 years of age or older and has successfully completed a motor vehicle
accident prevention course approved by the DHSMV  Any discount used by an insurer is
presumed to be appropriate unless credible data demonstrates otherwise The current statute
provides standards for approval of such courses by DHSMV, including the reasonableness of the
fee The current law authorizes PHSMYV to establish the minimum number of hours necessary for
completion of a course

There is no other statute that specifically relates to premium discounts for driver improvement
courses If an insurer desies to provide a discount for drivers under age 55 who complete driver
improvement courses, the insurer has the burden of demonstrating to the department, in its rate
filing, that such discount 1s justitied and would not result in a rate that is excessive, inadequate, or
unfarrly discriminatory, under the standards of the motor vehicle insurance rating law,

s 627 0651, F S

Section 2 amends s 318 1451, F S, to require that a driver improvement school collect a $2 50
fee from each person who elects to attend the course, as it relates to obtaining a premium
discount from an insurer pursuant to s 627 06501, as created by Section 1 of the bill Currently,
this fee must be collected by dnver improvement schools from each person who elects to attend a
course as it relates to specified statutes that allow persons cited for certain traffic infractions to
elect to attend a dnver improvement course in lieu of having points assessed on their driver’s
license
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Currently, this section requires that DHSMYV approve the courses of all driver improvement
schools, as the courses relate to those statutes that apply to persons cited for certain traffic
infractions, and directs DHSMYV to perform studies of the courses to determine their effectiveness
on crash an violation rates and to report its finding to the Legislature by October 1, 1997

Section 3 amends s 627 419, F S, relating to construction of policies, to add provisions relating
to advertisements in a language other than English The bill provides that i1f an insurer or licensee
advertises an insurance policy in a language other than English, the advertisements shall not be
construed to modify or change the insurance policy written in English, provided that the
advertisement clearly states that the English-language policy controls in the event of a dispute and
the insurance policy language may differ from the representations contained in the advertisement
The bill also provides that nothing in these new provisions affect the provisions of s 626.9541,

F S, relating to misrepresentations and talse advertising Therefore, if an advertisement is
determined to be a misrepresentation of what the policy actually provides, it would still be a
violation of the Unfair Insurance Trade Practice provisions relating to misrepresentations, and the
insurer would still be subject to a fine or other penalty

Section 4 amends s 627 728, F S, relating to cancellation and nonrenewal of motor vehicle
insurance policies Currently, s 627 728(12), F S, requires an insurer to send written notice to
all lienholders known to the insurer within 10 business days after termination of a policy The bill
provides that electronic notice may be provided, if there is a prior agreement between the insurer
and the lienholder to do so

Currently, s 627 728(1) provides that an insurer is permttted to cancel a policy for non-payment
of premium, defined to include failure of a tinancial institution to honor a check (a bad check for
insufficient funds) If the dishonored check represents the initial premium payment, the contract
shall be void ab 1nitio (retroactive to the first day of coverage) unless the nonpayment is cured
within S days after actual notice by certified mail is received by the applicant The bill changes
this 5-day notice requirements to allow the insurer to use United State postal proof of mailing or
registered mail, in addition to certified mail Also, the applicant would have to cure the non-
payment within 5 days after the notice is “sent to™ rather than “received by” the applicant,
indicating that the S days begins to run the day the notice is mailed, which effectively reduces the
notice period by a day or two, depending on the time period for delivery

The bill also provides that if a dishonored check is made payable to the insurer, the insurer “may”
cancel the policy 1n accordance with paragraph (3)(a), which provides for 10 days notice prior to
cancellation, rather than the contract being voided “ab init1o™ retroactive to the first day of
coverage This would give the insurer the option to cancel a policy prospectively, rather than
retroactively, in the case of a bad check

Section S amends s 027 7288, F S | relating to deductibles not applying to damage to the
windshield Current law prohibits a motor vehicle insurer from applying the deductible provisions
of any policy providing comprehensive coverage or combined additional coverage to damage to
the windshield of any motor vehicle covered under the policy The bill provides that this
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V.

provision applies only to policies of insurance that are delivered or issued for delivery in this state
by an authorized or eligible insurer This appears to be a clanfication of current law by clearly
limiting applicability to policies issued in Florida The reference to an “eligible” insurer would
apparently include surplus lines insurers determined by the department to be eligible to 1ssue
surplus lines policies in Florida, as well as authorized insurers that have a certificate of authority
1ssued in Florida

Section 6 creates s 627 72951, F S | authorizing insurers to temporarily bind coverage on a
vehicle for a perniod not to exceed 3 business days without first collecting any premium, if the
policyholder has coverage on another vehicle with the same insurer or insurer group The current
law 1ncludes a prohibition against providing “free insurance” in's 626 9541(1)(n), F S, which
apparently prohibits a binder from being 1ssued without collecting a premium
Section 7 provides an ettective date of October 1, 1997
Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions.

None
B Public Records/Open Meetings Issues

None
C Trust Funds Restrictions

None
Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A. Tax/Fee Issues

Persons taking driver improvement courses for the purpose of obtaining a premium discount
would be assessed a $2 50 fee in addition to the regular course fee

B Private Sector Impact

Express legislative authority for insurers to provide a discount, presumed reasonable if not in
excess of 10 percent, for persons completing a driver improvement course, may encourage
greater utilization of such discounts This would benefit both persons taking such courses
and the driver improvement schools
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Vi

VI,

Vii.

Motor vehicle insurers are iikely to save costs of mailing due to the authorization to provide

electronic notice of policy termination to known lienholders Insurers may also save costs of
mailing when a policy 1s canceled due to a bad check, by allowing for postal proof of mailing
or registered mail, rather than certified mail

Policyholders may have a shorter time period to cure nonpayment due to a bad check since
the 5 days to cure the non-payment would run from the date of mailing rather than the date of
receipt However, policyholders may benefit by not having the policy canceled retroactively
to the first day of coverage, since insurers would be permitted to cancel prospectively, 10
days after notice is sent to the policyholder

C Government Sector Impact
DHSMYV may experience additional costs in approving driver improvement schools and
administering the certifications provided to persons completing such courses, but such costs
should be offset by the $2 50 fee that must be paid to DHSMV (and deposited in the
Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund), collected by the driving school from persons taking
driver improvement courses in order to obtain a premium discount

Technical Deficiencies:

None

Related Issues:

None

Amendments:

None

This Senate staft analvsis does not retlect the intent ar official position ef the hill's sponson or the Flonida Senate
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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by the Pres:dent at 9 30 a m A quorum
stesent—40

™
Madam President Crist

Holzendorf Meadows
Bankhead Dantzler Horne Myers
Bronson Diaz-Balart Jenne Ostalkiew 1cz
Brown-Waite Dudley Jones Rossin
Burt Dyer Kirkpatrick Scott
Campbell Forman Klewn Silver
Casas Grant Kurth Sulinan
Childers Gutman Latvala Thomas
Clary Hargrett Lee Turner
Cown Harns McKay Wilhams

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Senator Meadows
O King of kings and Lord of lords. at whose throne the weak shall be
made strong, and the unjust shall be judged, pour out vour grace upon

us

We pray for your divine guidance as we seek ways to better serve you
and the citizens we represent Keep us from the arrogance of power

Enable us to be an instrument of love, fostering good walt and peace,
s0 that others foilowing may also be blessed

In your holy name we pray Amen

PLEDGE

oy Senate Pages, Blake Bailey of Tallahassee and Matthew Crawford of
—ocoa, led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS

At the request of Senater Thomas—
By Senator Thomas—

SR 2332—A resolution commending the Maranatha Christian Acad-
emy Patriots Basketball Team of Tallahassee and Coaches Pete Johnson
and Bob Wilkinson for winning the 1997 Class 2A National Association
of Christian Athletes Boys Basketball Champronship

WHEREAS, on Friday, March 14, 1997, in Dayton, Tennessee, the
Maranatha Christian Academy Patriots boys varsity basketball team
won the 1997 Class 2A National Association of Christian Athletes
{NACA+ Basketball Championship bv defeating Faith Christian of
Glassboro, New Jersey by a score of 89 to 35 and

WHEREAS, this was the first national basketball tournament at-
tended by the Patriots 1n the twenty vears of the school’s existence, and

WHEREAS, the Patriots posted a 25-3 record for the 1996-1997 sea-
son, and

WHEREAS, the Patriots defeated Success Christian School of Jack-
sonville, Florida, by a score of 79 ta 61 to win the Florida Chnistian
League Division [ State Championship, and

WHEREAS, the Patriots defeated Bethel Assembly Chnstian Acad-
emy of Windsor, North Carolina, 97 to 67. and Shekinah Christian
School of Plain City, Ohio, 70 to 69 on their way to the title game, and

WHEREAS although MCA has only 20 boys in high school, five MCA
players (John Catledge, Matt Hendrith David Ivarson, Jonathan Over-
holser, and Dan Smith) earned NACA All-American recognition, and

WHEREAS, Patriots senior forward Wavid Ivarson reached 1 000 hagh
school career rebounds in the Patriots homecoming game on February
21, and 2,000 high school career points in the NACA title game, and was
named tournament Most Valuable Player, and

WHEREAS, the 1997 championship was a total team effort reflecting
a season of dedicated practice and concentrated effort by all members of
the team, but giving all glory to God, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida

That the Florida Senate joins the friends, parents, students, and
teachers of Maranatha Christian Academy 1n Tallahassee 1n congratu-
lating each member of the Patriots varsitv basketball team, Head Coach
Pete Johnson, and Assistant Coach Bob Wilkinson for their accomphsh-
ments 1n winning the 1997 Class 2A National Association of Christian
Athletes Boys Basketball Championship

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a cop. of this resolution, with the
Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to Coach Pete Johnson, Coach
Bob Wilkinson, Administrator Don Roehl and each member of the Ma-
ranatha Christian Academy Patriots Varsity Basketball Team as a tan-
gible token of the sentiments of the Florida Senate

—SR 2332 was introduced, read and adopted by publication

532
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degree, punishablc as provided tn « 775082 o 775088 or v 775084
For purposes of this paragraph, the term “potentially lethal projectile”
tncludes any projectie launched from anv fuirearm, bow, crossbow or
similar tensile device This vectton shall not apply to anv governmental
agent or emplavee acting within the scope of hus or her official duties

Section 4  This act shall take effect October 1, 1997

And the title 1s amended as follons

Delete everything before the enacting clause insert A ball to be enta-
tled An act relating to wildlife creating s 372 7015, F S, providing a
fine for the 1llegal taking aor killing of wildlife or game, providing for the
disposition of the fine, creating s 372 7016, F S, establishing a “Volun-
tary Authonized Hunter Ident:fication Program”, providing that persons
who hunt on private land enrolled in the program must have 1dentifica-
tion and authorization available while hunting when demanded by law
enforcement officers, providing definitions, providing penalties for viola-
tions, amending 8 81009, F S, providing that unauthorized persons
shooting lethal projectiles across private land are gty of trespassing,
providing definitions, providing penalties, providing an effective date

Senator Ostalkiewicz moved the following amendment to Amend-
ment 1 which was adopted

Amendment 1A—On page 1 line 26, after “season” insert while

violating chapter 810

The Committee on Criminal Justice recommended the following
amendment to Amendment 1 which was moved by Senator Ostal-
kiewicz and adopted

Amendment 1B—On page 3, line 10, delete *72 hours™ and insert 7
days

Amendment 1 as amended was adopted

Pursuant to Rule 4 19, SB 1652 as amended was ordered engrossed
and then placed on the calendar of Bills on Third Reading

Cons:ideration of CS for SB 444 was deferred

On motion by Senator Lee, by two-thirds vote—

CS for SB 1646—A bull to be entitled An act relating to the Under-
ground Facility Damage Prevention and Safety Act, amending s
556 101, F S, revising legislative intent, amendings 556 102, F S, re-
vising defimtions, amendings 556 103, F S, requiring membership 1n
a specified corporation, requiring a report, amending s 556 104, F S,
requining participation in a specfied system, providing exceptions,
amending s 556 105, F S, providing an exception to the notification
requirement, amending s 556 106, F S, revising liability of an excava-
tor to nonmember operators, amending s 556 110, F S, providing for
monthlv assessments for operating costs, exempting member operators
from certain assessments under certain circumstances, providing an
effective date

—was read the second time by title  On motions by Senator Lee, by
two-thirds vote CS for SB 1646 was read the third time by title, passed
and immediately certified to the House The vote on passage was

Yeas—38

Bankhead Duiaz-Balart Jenne Ostalkiewicz
Bronson Dudley Jones Rossin
Brown-Waite Dyer Kirkpatrick Scott
Burt Ferman Klewn Silver
Casas Gram Kurth Sullivan
Childers Gutman Latvala Thomas
Clarv Hargrett Lee Turner
Cowin Hamns McKay Wilhams
Cnst Holzendorf Meadows

Dantzler Horne Myvers

Nays—None
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Vote after ol call

Yea— Madam President, Campbell

On motion by Senator Meadows by two-thirds vote HB 9 was with-
drawn from the Committees on Banking and Insurance and Education

On motions by Senator Meadows, by two-thirds vote—

HB 9—A bsll to be entitied An act relating to motor vehicle insurance,
amending s 627 732, F S, including motor vehicles used as public school
transportation in the definition of “motor vehicle” for insurance pur-
poses, amendings 627 733, F S, providing an exemption from a require-
ment to maintain certan financial security, providing an effective date

—a companion measure, was substituted for SB 28 and by two-thirds
vote read the second time by title On motions by Senator Meadaws, by
two-thirds vote HB 9 was read the third time by title, passed and imme-
diately certified to the House The vote on passage was

Yeas—39

Bankhead Dantzler Horne Mvers
Bronson Dhaz-Balart Jenne Ostalkiewicz
Brown W aite Dudley Jones Rossin
Burt Dver Karkpatrick Scott
Campbell Forman Klein Silver
Casas Grant Kurth Sullivan
Childers Gutman Latvala Thomas
Clary Hargrett Lee Turner
Cowin Harns McKay Wilhams
Crist Holzendorf Meadnws

Nays—None

Vote after rol call

Yea—Madam President

On motion by Senator Rossin—

—

(. CS for SB’s 1286 and 1446_5>A bill to be entitled An act relating to
msWnce"mUﬁ%F S, authonzing motor vehicle mnsur-
ers to offer premium reductions when the principal driver of an insured
vehicle has completed an approved driver improvement course, prescrib-
ing conditions and hmits on such offer, amending s 318 1451, F S,
providing for an assessment fee to be paid by persons taking such a
course, amending s 627 419, F S, specifying that advertisements by
nsurers 1n a language other than Enghsh d not modify a policy in
Englsh, providing hmitations, amending s 627 727, F S, providing a
presumption in favor of insurers and their agents and employees that
coverage has been rejected or reduced by an insured who signs a form
prescribed by the Department of Insurance, amending s 627 728, F S,
providing for electronic notice of cancellation and nonrenewals, allowing
notice of cancellation by postal proof of mailings, amending s 627 7288,
F S, providing that deductibles i1n a policy that provides comprehensive
coverage provided to an insured by an authorized insurer do not apply
to motor vehicie glass deductibles, creating s 627 72951, F S | permit-
ling temporary binding of coverage, providing an effiective date

~—was read the second time by title
Senator Rossin moved the following amendments which were adopted

Amendment 1—On page 3, hines 22-26, delete those hnes and 1n-
sert policy uritten tn English The advertisemnent must disclose that
the policy written tn Englich controls in the event of a dispute and that
statements contained in the advertisement do not necessarily, as a result
of posstble linguistic differences, reflect the contents eof the policy written
in English Nothing in this subsection shall affect the

Amendment 2—On page 4, lines 17-20, delete those lines and in-
sert unless the nonpayment 1s cured within the earlicr of 5 days after
actual notice by certified mail 1s received by the applicant or 15 davs
after notice 1« sent to the applicant by certified mail or registered mal
and 1f the contract 1s void any premium received
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Amendment 3—n page 5. ine 6 delete “or eligthle”

Pursuant to Rule 4 19, CS for SB’s 1286 and 1446 as amended was
ordered engrossed and then placed on the calendar of Bills on Third
Reading

On motion by Senator Rossin, by two-thirds vote CS for HB 1001 was
withdrawn from the Committee on Banking and Insurancer

On motions by Senator Rossin, by two-thirds vote—

CS for HB 1001—A bill to be entitled An act relating to insurance,
creating s 626 7353. F S . providing for temporary customer representa-
tive's licenses, speaifying qualifications, limiting use of such licenses,
specifving responsibihity for acts of the licensee, requiring submission of
certain information, imiting functions of licensees, speafying term of
hcense, prohibiting renewability, requiring appointment, authonzing
administrative actions against licensees providing an effective date

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 990 and by
two-thirds vote read the second time by title

Pursuant to Rule 4 19, CS for HB 1001 was placed on the calendar
of Bills on Third Reading

On motion by Senatar Childers, by two-thirds vote CS for HB 549 was
withdrawn from the Committee on Banking and Insurance

On motions by Sepnator Childers, by two-thirds vote—

CS for HB 549—A b:ll to be entitled An act relating to warranty
comparles, amending s 634 011, F S, redefining the term “motor vehi-
cle” with respect to motor vehicle service agreement companies, amend-
ng 8 634 121, F S, authonzing such service agreement companies to
limit both the time period within which a consumer may transfer the
agreement and the number of transfers permissible, amending s
634 301, F S, providing a definition, amending s 634 312, F S, provid-
ing for a required element of home warranty contracts, creating s
634 331, F S, providing that a home warranty may provide coverage of
residential property histed for sale prior to the sale of such property
under certain circumstances, amending s 634 406, F S, revising lan-
guage with respect to financial requirements, providing an effective
date

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 920 and by
two-thirds vote read the second time by title

Pursuant to Rule 4 19, CS for HB 549 was placed on the calendar of
Bills on Third Reading

On motion by Senator Hargrett—

CS for SB 1402—A bu1ll to be entitled An act relating to premium
finance companmies and agreements, amending s 627 828, F S, revising
the net worth requirements for an apphcant for a premium finance
company license, authorizing a surety bond with a reduced net worth
requirement, requiring that premium finance companies maintain Er-
rors and Omissions Coverage and providing an exception, amending 8
627 8405, F S, revising prohibited acts by a premium finance company,
amending s 627 848, F S, requiring unearned premiums on a canceled
insurance contract to be refunded by a premium finance company to the
insured 1n the case of personal lines 1nsurance and to the insured or
agent or both for the benefit of the insured in the case of commercial
nsurance, providing an effective date

—was read the second time by title
Senator Hargrett moved the following amendment

Amendment 1 (with title amendment)—On page 6, lLne 25
through page 7, line 4. delete those lines and 1nsert

ie) Whenever an insurance contract is canceled 1n accordance with
this section, the inasurer shail promptly return the unpaid balance due
under the finance contract, up to the gross amount available upon the
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cancellation of the policy to the premium finance companv and anv
remaining unearned premium to the agent or the insured or both for
the benefit of the insured or insureds The tnsurer shail notify the in-
wured and the agent uf the amount of unearned premium returned tothe
premtum finance company and theamount of unearned commussion held
by the agent The premium finance company withen 15 davs shall notify
the insured and the agent of the amount of unearned premium including
any of the unearned commussion tised to settle the finance contract and
any amount of money due the tnsured that s betng held by the agent
Within 15 days of receipt of notification from the premuum finance com-
pany, the agent shall return such ameunt including any unearned com
muesston to the insured or with the written approval of the insured apply
such amount to the purchase of other insurance products regulated by the
department The department may adopt ruies necessary to implement the
provisions of this subsection

And the title 1s amended 1s follows

On page 1, lines 12-17, delete those hines and insert 627848, F S,
requiring natification to the insured by the insurer and premium finance
company on a canceled insurance contract the amount of any unearned
premium and unearned commssion due to the tnsured after satisfaction
of the contract,

Senator Hargrett moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
which was adopted

Amendment 1A—On page 1, hne 29 through page 2 line 1. delete
those lines and insert the amount of unearned premium Within 15
days of receipt of notification from the

Amendment 1 as amended was adopted

Pursuant to Rule 4 19, CS for SB 1402 as amended was ordered
engrossed and then placed on the calendar of Bills on Third Reading

On motion by Senator Grant—

CS for SB 908 —A bill to be entitled An act relating to surplus lLines
msurance, amending s 626 921, F S, creating a nonprofit assoctation
named the “Florida Surplus Lines Service Office”, providing findings,
requiring surplus lines agents to be members of the association, prowv 1d-
1ng duties, requiring the office to collect a service fee from surplus lines
agents, providing for a board of governors providing for appointment of
board members, requiring a plan of operatton to be submitted to the
Department of Insurance, requiring the department to conduct exami-
nations of the association, providing for hmitations of liability for the
association under certain ctrcumstances, amending s 626 931, F S | re-
quiring surplus lines agents. foreign insurers, and alien nsurers to file
a quarterly report with the Florida Surplus Lines Ser wce Office, amend-
ings 626 932, F S, requinng surplus lines agents to pay a surplus lines
tax to the office, requiring the service office to remit the taxes and
nterest to the department within a specified time, excluding from the
term “prermum” a service fee, creating s 626 9325, F S, imposing a
service fee on premiums charged for surplus hines insurance, requiring
surplus lines agents to collect the fee and pay the fee to the office,
requiring (nterest under certain circumstances, providing for applica-
tion, specifying use of such fees, providing definitions, amending s
626 918, F S, revising surplus and trust fund requirements for alien
surplus lines 1nsurers, lowering surplus requirements for surplus lines
insurers meeting certain conditions, providing for severability, provid-
1ng an effective date

-—-was read the second time by title

The Committee on Governmentai Reform and Oversight recom-
mended the following amendment which was moved by Senator Grant
and adopted

Amendment 1—On page 6. hne 25 through page 7 hne 2, delete
those lines and insert

17)  There shall be no [tability on the part of, and no cause of action
ofany nature shall artse agarnst, anv member or its agents ur employees,
agents or employees of the association, members of the board of governors
of the assoctation, or the department or its representatives, for any action
taken by them in the perjormance of thewr duties or responstbilities under
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Florida House of Representatives - 1997

By Representative Edwards

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to motor vehicle insurance;
anending s. 318.145%, F.S.; providing for
imposing an assessment fee for an additicnal
driver improvement course; creating s. 627.06S5,
F.S.; providing for reducing certain motor
vehicle insurance premiums for successful
completion of a specified driver improvement
course; providing criteria and limitations;
providing for a certificate of completion;
providing application; mmending s. 627.727,
F.S.; specifying application of a presumption;
anending s. 627.728, F.S.; specifying criteria
for electronic notice; amending s. 627.7288,
F.S.; clarifying a deductible provision;
creating s. 627.72951, F.S.; authorizing
temporary binding of motor vehicle insurance
coverage under certain circumstances; providing

an effective date.
De It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 318.1451, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

318.1451 Driver improvement schools.--

(4) In addition to a regular course fee, an assessment
fee in the amount of $2.50 shall be collected by the school
from each parson who elects to attend a course, as it relates
to ss. 318.14(9), 322.0261, and 322.2%91, gpnd 627.06%5, which
shall be remitted to the Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles and deposited in the Highway Safety Operating

1
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Trust Fund to administer this program and to fund the general
operations of the department.

Section 2 Section €27.065, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

.06S urance discounts for persons completi

driver iwmprovement course.--

manuals for
ersonal inju rot ion, and collisio
iled with the
es as to suc overages w _pripcipal rator on
ha has sucgessfu completed a driver
c and ifjed b h _of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles whjch ig effective in
_____ violati a ursuant ) isi
of s. 318.1451(S), Any discount, pot to exceed 10_percent,
i i umed e _appro ess
e data demounstrat oth ise

(2) The premium reduction authorized by this section

shal] be effective for an jnsured for 3-yesar period after

: d course cept that t
insurer may require, as a condition of waiptaining the
discount, that the insured:

(a) Not be involved in an accident for whjich the
insured is mt fault.

Not be convicted of or ead quilty or nolo

contendere to a moving traffic yiolation,

discount authorized by this section.
2
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(4) i i d o i jv
im is taken j jeu of earance fo
c _jnfracti rovided for in s
eve h i ction restrj s merated in sai
a ot urposes of r i
discounts.

Section 3, Subsection (1) of section 627.727, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

627.727 Motor vehicle insurance; uninsured and
underinsured vehicle coverage; insolvent insurer protection.--

(1) No motor vehicle liability insurance policy which
provides bodily injury liability coverage shall be delivered
or issued for delivery in this state with respect to any
specifically insured or identified motor vehicle registered or
principally garaged in this state unless uninsured motor
vehicle coverage is provided therein or supplemental thereto
for the protection of persons insured thereunder who are
legally entitled to recover damages from owners or operators
of uninsured motor vehicles because of bodily injury,
sickness, or disease, including death, resulting therefrom.
However, the coverage required under this section is not
applicable when, or to the extent that, an insured named in
the policy makes a written rejection of the coverage on behalf
of all insureds under the policy. Xhen a motor vehicle is
leased for a period of 1 year or longer and the lessor of such
vehicle, by the terms of the lease contract, provides
liability coverage on the leased vehicle, the lessee of such
vehicle shall have the sole privilegas to reject uninsured
motorist coverage or to select lower limits than the bodily
injury liability limits, regardless of whether the lessor is
qualified as m self-insurer pursuant to s. 324.171. Unless an

3
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insured, or lessese having the privilege of rejecting uninsured
motorist coverage, requests such coverage or requests higher
uninsured motorist limits in writing, the coverage or such
higher uninsured motorist limits need not be provided in or
supplemental to any other policy which renews, extends,
changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing policy with the
same bodily injury liability limits when an insured or lessee
had rejected the coveregme. Khen an insured or lessee has
initially selected limits of uninsured motorist coverage lower
than his bodily injury liabiality limits, higher limits of
uninsured motorist coverage need not be provided in or
supplemental to any other policy which reneus, extends,
changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing policy with the
same bodily injury liability limits unless an insured requests
higher uninsured motorist coverage in writing. The rejection
or selection of lower limits shall be made on a form approved
by the Insurance Commissioner The form shall fully advise
the applicant of the nature of the coverage mnd shall state
that the coverage is equal to bodily injury liability limits
unless lower limits are requested or the coverage is rejected
The heading of the form shall be in 12-point bold type and
shall state: "You are electing not to purchase certain
valuable coverage which protects you and your family or you
are purchasing uninsured motorist limits less than your bodily
injury liability limits when you sign this form. Please read
carefully.” If this form is signed by a named insured, it
will be conclusavely presumed that there was an informed,
knowing rejection of coverage or election of lower limits on
behalf of all insureds. Such presumption shall apply in favor
of the insurer, its agents, and emplovees. The insurer shall

notify the named insured at least annually of his options as
4
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to the coverage required by this section. Such notice shall
be part of, and attached to, the notice of premium, shall
provide for a means to allow the insured to request such
coverage, and shall be given in a manner approved by the
department. Receipt of this notice does not constitute an
affirmative waiver of the insured's right to uninsured
motorist coverage where the insured has not signed a selection
or rejection form. The coverage described under this section
shall be over and above, but shall not duplicate, the benefits
available to an insured under any workers® compensation law,
personal injury protection benefits, disability benefits law,
or similar law; under any automobile medical expense coverage;
under any motor vehicle liability insurance coverage; or from
the ouner or operator of the uninsured motor vehicle or any
other person or organization jointly or severally liable
together with such owner or operator for the accident; and
such coverage shall cover the difference, if any, between the
sum of such benefits and the damages sustained, up to the
maximum amount of such coverage provided under this section.
The amount of coverage available under this section shall not
be reduced by a setoff against any coverage, including
liability insurance. Such coverage shall not inure directly
or indirectly to the benefit of any workers' compensation or
disability benefits carrier or any person or organization
qualifying as a self-insurer under any workers' compensation
or disability benefits law or similar law.

Section 4. Subsection (12) of section 627.728, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplement, is amended to read:

627,728 Cancellations; nonrenewals.--

(12) No later than 10 business days after termination
of a policy subject to this section, the insurer must send

5
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written gor plectronic notice of the termination to all holders
of liens on the subject vehicle, which lienholders are knoun
to the ansurer. El ic ic
eement betwe insurer and th i d

Section 5. Section 627.7288, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

6€27.7288 Comprehensive coverage; deductible not to
apply to motor vehicle glass.--The deductible provisions of
any policy of motor vehicle insurance, delivered or igsued ip
this state by an authorized or eligible insurer, providing
comprehensive coverage or combined additional coverage shall
not be applicable to damage to the windshield of any motor
vehicle covered under such policy.

Section 6. Section 627.72951, Florida Statutes, 1s

created to read:

ind a i or io ot t
exc i i i i r
provided the policvholder has coverage on another vehicle with

the same insurer or insurer group.
Section 7. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.

XEXXEXKXEEXXEKXXEKX KKK ERKXEX KKK KKK XXX X KXKKXKXK

HOUSE SUMMARY

Provides for reducing premiums for liability, personal

injury protection, and collision coverage upon successful

completion of a driver improvement course lgproved and

certified by the Degartment of Highway Safety and Motor

Vehicles which is effective in reducing crash or

violation rates. Provides for temporary binding of motor
s.

vehicle insurance coverage. See bill for detai

6
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STORAGE NAME  h1549.fs
DATE April 3, 1997

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON
FINANCIAL SERVICES
BILL. RESEARCH & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

BILL #: HB 1549
RELATING TO. Motor Vehicle Insurance
SPONSOR(S) Representative Edwards

STATUTE(S) AFFECTED' Sections 318 1451, 627 065, 627 727, 627.728, 627 7288,
627 72951, F S

COMPANION BILL(S) CS/S1286, S1446 (C)

ORIGINATING COMMITTEE(S)/COMMITTEE(S) OF REFERENCE
(1) FINANCIAL SERVICES

(2) GOVERNMENTAL RULES & REGULATIONS
(3)
(4)
(5)
| SUMMARY'

HB 1549 provides

» Insurance discounts for persons who successfully complete a driver improvement course
approved and certified by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
Discounts, if any, would be no more than 10 percent as determined by individual
Insurance companies Driver mprovement schools would collect, for each student
taking a course for a motor vehicle insurance discount, a $2 50 assessment fee in
addition to a regular course fee

e The signed rejection of uninsured motorist (UM) coverage creates a presumption of
knowing rejection that operates in favor of the insurer, its agents, and employees

+ Electronic notice of the termination of a policy between an insurer and a lienholder is
acceptable provided that such notice I1s previously agreed upon

« The suspension of any comprehensive insurance deductible, when repairing a damaged
motor vehicle windshield, shall not apply with respect to policies issued or delivered
outside of Florida

¢« Annsurer may bind a vehicle for no more than 3 business days without first collecting
premiums, If the insured already holds coverage on another vehicle with the same
insurer

There 1s no significant fiscal impact upon state or local government

This act shall take effect on October 1, 1997

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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I SUBSTANTIVE RESEARCH

A. PRESENT SITUATION.
See Section-By-Section Research (11 D )
B EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES
See Section-By-Section Research (11 D)
C APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES

1 Less Government

a Does the bill create, increase or reduce, either directly or indirectly

(1) any authority to make rules or adjudicate disputes?
No

(2) any new responsibilities, obligations or work for other governmental or
private organizations or individuals?

No
(3) any entitlement to a government service or benefit?
No

b If an agency or program 1s eliminated or reduced

(1) what responsibilities, costs and powers are passed on to another program,
agency, level of government, or private entity?

Not applicable

(2) what is the cost of such responsibility at the new level/agency?
Not applicable

(3) how is the new agency accountable to the people governed?

Not applicable

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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2 Lower Taxes

Does the bill Increase anyone's taxes?

Not applicable

Does the bill require or authorize an increase In any fees?

Not applicable

Does the bill reduce total taxes, both rates and revenues?

Not applicable

Does the bill reduce total fees, both rates and revenues?

Not applicable

Does the bill authorize any fee or tax increase by any local government?

Not applicable

3 Personal Responsibility.

a

Does the bill reduce or eliminate an entitlement to government services or
subsidy?

No.

Do the beneficiaries of the legislation directly pay any portion of the cost of
implementation and operation?

Not applicable

4. |ndividual Freedom

Does the bill increase the allowable options of individuals or private
organizations/assoctations to conduct theirr own affairs?

The bill allows persons to take a driver mprovement course, approved and

certified by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, for the
opportunity to decrease their motor vehicle insurance costs

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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b Does the bill prohibit, or create new government interference with, any presently
lawful activity?

The bill provides for possible motor vehicle insurance discounts if certain
requirements are met Such discounts are currently a lawful option for
INnsurance companies

5 Family Empowerment

a If the bill purports to provide services to families or children.

(1) Who evaluates the family's needs”
Not applicable
(2) Who makes the decisions?
Not applicable
(3) Are private alternatives permitted?
Not applicable
(4) Are families required to participate in a program?
Not applicable
(5) Are famihes penalized for not participating in a program?
Not applicable

b Does the bill directly affect the legal rights and obligations between family
members?

Not applicable

c If the bill creates or changes a program providing services to families or
chiidren, in which of the following does the bill vest control of the program, either
through direct participation or appointment authority
Not applicable

(1) parents and guardians?

Not applicable

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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(2) service providers?
Not applicable
(3) government employees/agencies?

Not applicable

DO SECTION-BY-SECTION RESEARCH

Section 1. Amends s 318 1451, F.S,, adding s 627.065, F.S (the proposed legislation
in section 2 of HB 1549), to the various statutes for which driver mprovement schools
collect a $2 50 assessment fee 1n addition to a regular course fee

Section 2. Driver mprovement courses are designed to improve driver safety
performance Driver improvement courses may be required by law in connection with
certain traffic violations or voluntarily taken in order to mitigate the penalties associated
with some traffic infractions Persons age 55 or older who successfully complete a
certified driver iIimprovement course receive a mandatory discount on their motor vehicle
Insurance rates The amount of discount is set by each insurance company and
presumed to be appropriate unless credible data demonstrates otherwise Discounts
may remain in effect for up to 3 years provided the insured is not culpable in an
accident, or does not plead guilty or nolo contendere to a moving traffic violation
Insurance companies are currently able to offer discounts for the completion of a driver
improvement course as they are able to offer discounts for younger, student drivers who
have taken a driver education class or maintained a particular grade point average

The bill creates s 627 065, F S, codifying the authority of iInsurance companies to give
a motor vehicle insurance discount to all persons who successfully complete a driver
improvement course that 1s approved and certified by the Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles Discounts could not exceed 10 percent and would be presumed to
be appropriate unless credible data demonstrates otherwise. Discounts could remain in
effect for up to 3 years provided the insured was not culpable in an accident, did not
plead guilty to a moving traffic violation, or plead nolo contendere to a moving traffic
violation A driver improvement course taken in lieu of penalties resulting from a traffic
Infraction would not be considered for any motor vehicle insurance discount. Likewise,
the five lifetime options a person may use to take a driver improvement course in lieu of
traffic infraction penalties (s 318 14(9), F S ) would not be affected by courses taken for
a motor vehicle insurance discount

Section 3. Section 3 relates to uninsured motorist (UM) coverage which provides
payment for bodily injury to the insured caused by an uninsured or underinsured
negligent driver Under current law, motor vehicle insurers are required by s 627 727,
F S, to offer UM coverage to insureds up to the same IImits as the bodily injury liability
coverage limits purchased If UM coverage is rejected and the form rejecting the
mandatory offer of UM coverage s signed by the named insured, then “it will be
conclusively presumed that there was an informed, knowing rejection of coverage or
election of lower imits on behalf of all insureds ” According to decisions of the First and
Third District Courts of Appeal In Florida, the conclusive presumption applies as
between the insured and the insurer (1 e , a signed rejection form means that the insurer

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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]

IS not required to provide coverage even if the insured claims that he did not knowingly
reject the coverage), but does not protect the agent from a subsequent action for
negligence See Adams v _Aetna Casualty and Surety Co, 574 So 2d 1142 (Fla 1st
DCA 1991), review dismissed, 581 So 2d 1307 (Fla 1991), and Russell v_Kaylan, 651
So 2d 1310 (Fia 3d DCA 19995)

The billamends s 627.727, F S, providing that the presumption 1s conclusive with
respect to the insurer and, except in cases of fraud or misrepresentation, 1s conclusive
with respect to the insurer’'s agents, brokering agents, customer representatives, and
service representatives The effect of this change would be to iImmunize an agent or
representative from any tort action arising out of rejection of UM coverage If the agent
has obtained the rejection form signed by the named insured, unless the complaint
alleges fraud or misrepresentation

Section 4. Currently, an insurer must send notice of the termination of a motor vehicle
policy to all holders of liens on a subject vehicle, and known to the insurer, within 10
days of the termination date

The bill amends s 627 728, F S, allowing electronic notification If there is a previous
agreement between the insurer and any lienholder that such notice may be In electronic
form

Section 5. Currently, the deductible provisions of any motor vehicle insurance policy
providing comprehensive coverage or combined additional coverage are not applicable
to damage to the windshield of an insured motor vehicle

The bill amends s 627 7288, F S, restricting thts deductible suspension to policies
delivered or issued in this state by an authorized or eligible insurer

Section 6. An insurer cannot currently 1ssue a private passenger motor vehicle
insurance binder unless the insurer has collected at least 2 months’ premiums from the
insured. A binder may only be i1ssued If the insured Is renewing or replacing a policy or
binder currently written by the same insurer

The bill creates s 627 72951, F S, allowing an insurer to temporarily bind any vehicle
for no more than 3 days without collecting a premium, provided that the insured has
another vehicle insured by the same insurer

Section 7. This act would take effect October 1, 1997

FISCAL RESEARCH & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT:

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE AGENCIES/STATE FUNDS

1. Non-recurring Effects

None

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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Recurring Effects

None

Long Run Effects Other Than Normal Growth

None

Total Revenues and Expenditures

None

B FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AS A WHOLE

1

Non-recurring Effects

None

Recurring Effects

None

Long Run Effects Other Than Norma! Growth

None

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR

1

Direct Private Sector Costs

Persons will pay the costs for any driver mprovement course in which they enroll.

Direct Private Sector Benefits

Persons who successfully complete a driver improvement course which is certified
and approved by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles may receive
discounted motor vehicle insurance rates of up to 10 percent

Effects on Competition, Private Enterprise and Employment Markets.

Companies which offer driver improvement courses may experience increased
emrollment

D FISCAL COMMENTS

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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V. CONSEQUENCES OF ARTICLE VII, SECTION 18 OF THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION

A APPLICABILITY OF THE MANDATES PROVISION

B REDUCTION OF REVENUE RAISING AUTHORITY

C REDUCTION OF STATE TAX SHARED WITH COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES

V. COMMENTS

VI AMENDMENTS OR COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES

VIl SIGNATURES

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES
Prepared by Legislative Research Director.

Eric E Johnson Stephen T. Hogge

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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By the Committee on Financial Services and Representative
Edwards

Florida Nouse of Repressntatives - 1997

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to motor vehicle insurance;
creating =. 627.06501, F.S.; providing for
reducing certain motor vehicle insurance
premiuns for successful completion of a
specified driver improvement course; providing
criteria and limitations; providing for a
certificate of completion; providing
application; asending =. 318.1451, F.S.;
providing for imposing an assesssent fee for an
additional driver improvement course; amending
=. 627.%419, F.S8.; providing for the
construction of policies; amending =. 627.728,
F.8.; providing for policy cancellations;
providing a time period to cure nonpayment;
specifying criteria for electronic notice;
amending ». 627.7288, F.S.; clarifying a
deductible provision; creating s. 627.72951,
F.S.; autherizing temporary binding of motor
vehicle insurance coverage under certain

circumstances; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 627.06501, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

§27.06501 I 4 tg ¢ taj
completing driver isprovement course.--

the liabilit L iai cecti I collizi

gousrages of a motor uwehicle insursnce policy filed with the
1
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i hicl whi i i
lucine cras} jolats ¢ pott jetermined
pursuant to s. 318.1459(5). Any discount, pot to exceed 10

i or i ia
unlegs credible data demongtrates othervise.

£2) The premium reduction authorized by this section
aball be effective for an insured for s J:vear period after
c except tha
regqyui i intaining the
t3 that the insu
jdent fo i
insured is at fault: and
b) Not be convicted of or plesd guilty or nolo

on i ic violation
{3) Ihe oreanization that offered the course shall.
’ = c etion o i
t fo
i jred by thi
{4) This section dees not applv if the driver
in 5. 31
" the five-slesti tricti ved in_that
Zestion is not applicable to taking the course for the
¢ iving_§ jun_peducti

Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 318.1451, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
318.1451 Driver improvement schools.--
2
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(4) In additien to a regular course fee, an assessment
fee in the amount of $2.50 shall be collected by the school
from each person who elects to attend a course, as it relates
to ss. 318.14(9), 322.0261, and 322.291, ppd $27.06501, which
shall be remitted to tke Department of Highway Safety and
Metor Vehicles and deposited in the Nighway Safety Operating
Trust Fund to administer this program and to fund the general
operations of the department.

Section 3. Subsection (8) is added to section 627.419,
Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplement, tu read:

627.419 Construction of policies.--

£8) If an igpsurer or licensee advertises an insurance
pelicv in a lansusss other than Enelish. the advertizaments
ahall not be counstrued to modify or chanse the insursnce
policy written in Epslish. provided that the advertisepent

] ] taf that _t} li itt io_Roali trols in
| ¢ of 4 | { that the i olicy 1
mav differ frem the representations contained in the

fverti | Nethi in thi ) L hall affect &i
proviziops of =, $26.9541 relating to nisrepresestations and
false advertisins of iasurance policjes.

Section #. Paragraph (c) of subzsction (1) and
subsection (12) of section 6€27.728, Florida Statutes, 1996
Supplenent, are amended to read:

627,728 Cancellations; nonrenewals.--

(1) As used in this sectien, the term:

{c) "Nonpayment of preaium™ means failure of the named
insured to discharge when due any of his obligations in
connection with the paysent of premiums on a policy or any
installment of such premium, whether the premium is payable
directly to the insurer or itz agent or indirectly under any

3
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prenium finance plan or extensien ef credit, or failure to
maintain membership in an organization if such mewbership iz »
condition precedent to insurance coverage. "Nonpayment of
preaiun”™ also mesans the failure of a financial inatitutien to
honor am insurance applicant’'s check after delivery to a
licensed agent fer payment ef a premium, even if the agent has
previeusly delivered or transferred the premium to the
insurer; further, if the dishonored check represents the
initial premium payment, the contract shall he void ab initio
unless the nonpayment is cured within the earlier ef 5 days
after actual notice by certified mail is received by the
applicant or 15 davs after potice is sent to the applicant by
cortified meil or registered pail, and if the contract is
veid, any premium received by the inszurer from a third party
shall be refunded to that party in full. JIf 3 dishopored check:
iz_made pavable tg the jnsurer. the inguror pav cancel the

(12) No later than 10 business days after termination
of a policy subject to this mection, the insurer must send
written or electromic notice of the termination to all holders
of lienz on the subject vehicle; which lienholders are knoun
te the insurer. Electromic potice iz valid oglv by prior

asresment betvoen the insurer amd the lienholder.
Soction 5. Section €27.7288, Florida Statutes, is

anended to read:

€27.7288 Camprehenszive coverage; deductible not to
apply to motor vehicle glass.--The deductible provisions of
any policy of motor vehicle insurance, delivered or iszsued in
thiz state by sp sutherized sr sligible igsurer, providing
comprehenzive coverage or cembimed additional coverage shall

&
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not be applicable to damage to the windshield of mny motor
vehicle covered under such policy.

Section 6. Section 627.72951, Flerida Statutes, iz
created to read:

$27.72951 Temporary bindine

=z it i of lav. an

insurer may_temporarilv bind coverass on s vehicle for. a
peried not to oxceed 3 businexy davs without first collecting
prepium, if the policvholder hag coverase on suother vehicle
with the spepe jnsurer or ingyrer sroyp.

Section 7. Thiz act shall take effect October 1, 1997.

5
CODING: Deletions are strieken; edditions are underlined.




STORAGE NAME  h1549s1zfs **CS/1ST ENG/SB 1286 (COMPANION) PASSED**
DATE May 2, 1997 **SEE FINAL ACTION SECTION**

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON
FINANCIAL SERVICES
FINAL BILL RESEARCH & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

BILL # CS/HB 1549, 1ST ENGROSSED
RELATING TO  Motor Vehicle Insurance
SPONSOR(S) Committee on Financial Services and Representative Edwards

STATUTE(S) AFFECTED  Sections 627.06501, 318.1451, 627 419, 627 728, 627 7288,
627 72951, F S

COMPANION BILL(S). CS/1ST ENG/SB 1286 (s), HB 0483 (c), SB0814 (c), SB 1446 (c)

ORIGINATING COMMITTEE(S)/COMMITTEE(S) OF REFERENCE
(1)  FINANCIAL SERVICES YEAS 12 NAYS 0
(2) GOVERNMENTAL RULES & REGULATIONS (W/D)
(3)
(4)
(%)

. SUMMARY

CS/HB 1549 provides:

« Insurance discounts for persons who successfully complete a driver improvement course
approved and certified by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
Discounts, if any, would be no more than 10 percent as determined by individual
Insurance companies. Driver improvement schools would collect, for each student taking
a course for a motor vehicle insurance discount, a $2 50 assessment fee in addition to a
regular course fee. The assessment fee would be deposited into the Highway Safety
Operating Trust Fund

» For nonpayment of an initial premium, a policy could be canceled within the earlier of 5
days after notice is received by an applicant, or 15 days after notice I1s sent to the
applicant If a dishonored check i1s made payable to an insurer, then the insurer could
cancel a policy with at least 10 days notice instead of 5 days after the actual notice 1s
received.

« Aninsurer who advertises in a language other than English would have to disclose in the
advertisement that the policy written in English will control in the event of a linguistic
misunderstanding between the representations in the advertisement and the provisions
of the policy.

» Electronic notice of the termination of a policy between an insurer and a henholder is
acceptable provided that such notice Is previously agreed upon.

« The suspension of any comprehensive insurance deductible, when repairing a damaged
motor vehicle windshield, shall not apply with respect to policies issued or delivered
outside of Florida.

« Aninsurer may bind a vehicle for no more than 3 business days without first collecting
premiums, if the insured already holds coverage on another vehicle with the same
insurer

There is no significant fiscal impact upon state or local government

This act shall take effect on October 1, 1997

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)



STORAGE NAME. h1549s1z fs
DATE May 2, 1997
PAGE 2

It SUBSTANTIVE RESEARCH:
A PRESENT SITUATION
See Section-By-Section Research (Il D.)
B. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES
See Section-By-Section Research (11 D ).
C APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES

1. Less Government

a Does the bill create, increase or reduce, either directly or indirectly:

(1) any authority to make rules or adjudicate disputes?
No.

(2) any new responsibiiities, obligations or work for other governmental or
private organizations or individuals?

No.
(3) any entitlement to a government service or benefit?
No.

b. If an agency or program s eliminated or reduced:

(1) what responsibilities, costs and powers are passed on to another program,
agency, level of government, or private entity?

Not applicable.

(2) what s the cost of such responsibility at the new level/agency?
Not applicable.

(3) how is the new agency accountable to the people governed?

Not applicable

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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2 Lower Taxes

Does the bili increase anyone's taxes?

Not applicable

Does the bill require or authorize an increase in any fees?

Not applicable.

Does the bill reduce total taxes, both rates and revenues?

Not applicable.

Does the bill reduce total fees, both rates and revenues?

Not applicable

Does the bill authorize any fee or tax increase by any local government?

Not applicable

3 Personal Responsibility:

Does the bill reduce or eliminate an entitiement to government services or
subsidy?

No

Do the beneficiaries of the legislation directly pay any portion of the cost of
implementation and operation?

Not applicable

4 |ndividual Freedom

Does the bill iIncrease the allowable options of individuals or private
organizations/associations to conduct their own affairs?

The bill allows persons to take a driver improvement course, approved and
certified by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, for the
opportunity to decrease their motor vehicle insurance costs.

Does the bill prohibit, or create new government interference with, any presently
lawful activity?

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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The bill provides for possible motor vehicle insurance discounts if certain

requirements are met. Such discounts are currently a lawful option for insurance
companies.

5. Eamily Empowerment:

a. |If the bill purports to provide services to families or children.

(1) Who evaluates the family's needs?
Not applicable
(2) Who makes the decisions?
Not applicable.
(3) Are private alternatives permitted?
Not applicable
(4) Are families required to participate in a program?
Not applicable.
(5) Are families penalized for not participating in a program?
Not applicable.

b. Does the bill directly affect the legal nghts and obligations between family
members?

Not applicable
c If the bill creates or changes a program providing services to families or children,
in which of the following does the bill vest control of the program, either through
direct participation or appointment authorty:
Not applicable
(1) parents and guardians?
Not applicable.

(2) service providers?

Not applicable

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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(3) government employees/agencies?

Not applicable

D SECTION-BY-SECTION RESEARCH

Section 1. Driver mprovement courses are designed to improve driver safety
performance Driver improvement courses may be required by law in connection with
certain traffic violations or voluntarily taken in order to mitigate the penalties associated
with some traffic infractions Persons age 55 or older who successfully complete a
certified driver improvement course receive a mandatory discount on their motor vehicle
insurance rates The amount of discount Is set by each insurance company and
presumed to be appropriate unless credible data demonstrates otherwise. Discounts
may rematn n effect for up to 3 years provided the insured 1s not culpable in an accident,
or does not plead guilty or noio contendere to a moving traffic violation Insurance
companies are currently able to offer discounts for the completion of a driver
improvement course as they are able to offer discounts for younger, student drivers who
have taken a driver education class or maintained a particular grade point average

The bill creates s 627 06501, F S, codifying the authority of insurance companies to
give a motor vehicle insurance discount to all persons who successfully complete a
driver improvement course that 1s approved and certified by the Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehicles Discounts could not exceed 10 percent and would be
presumed to be appropriate uniess credible data demonstrates otherwise Discounts
could remain in effect for up to 3 years provided the insured was not culpable in an
accident, did not plead guiity to a moving traffic violation, or plead nolo contendere to a
moving traffic violation A driver improvement course taken in lieu of penalties resulting
from a traffic infraction would not be considered for any motor vehicle insurance
discount Likewise, the five lifetime options a person may use to take a driver
improvement course In lieu of traffic infraction penalties (s 318 14(9), F S ) would not be
affected by courses taken for a motor vehicle insurance discount

Section 2. Amends s 318 1451, F S, addings 627.06501, F S (the proposed
legislation in section 1), to the various statutes for which driver improvement schools
collect a $2 50 assessment fee in addition to a regular course fee The assessment fee
would be deposited into the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund

Section 3. Amends s 627 419, F S, to provide that if an insurer advertises an
Insurance policy in a language other than English, then the advertisement must state
that the insurance policy written in English controls in the event of a linguistic
misunderstanding regarding the provisions of the policy

Section 4. Currently, If an insurance policy holder fails to pay an nitial insurance
premium to an insurance agent, then the insurance agent will cancel the policy within §
days of the applicant's receipt of the notice via certified mail The bill amends s

627 728, F S, to provide insurance agents the right to cancel a policy because of an
unpaid initial premium within the earlier of S days after the actual notice of cancellation
by certified mail 1s recelved by the applicant, or 15 days after notice is sent to the
applicant by certified or registered mail [f a dishonored check is made payable to the
insurer, the insurer could cancel the policy in accordance with s 627 728(3)(a), F S.,

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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allowing the policy holder a mimimum of 10 days notice to cure the situation before
canceliation would take effect

Currently, an insurer must send notice of the termination of a motor vehicle policy to all
holders of liens on a subject vehicle, which are known to the insurer, within 10 days of
the termination date The billamends s 627 728, F S., allowing electronic notification if
there is a previous agreement between the insurer and any lienholder that such notice
may be In electronic form

Section 5. Currently, the deductible provisions of any motor vehicle insurance policy
providing comprehensive coverage or combined additional coverage are not applicable
to damage to the windshield of an insured motor vehicle

The bill amends s 627 7288, F S., restricting this deductible suspension to policies
delivered or issued In this state by an authorized or eligible insurer.

Section 6. An insurer cannot currently 1Issue a private passenger motor vehicle
insurance binder unless the insurer has collected at least 2 months’ premiums from the
insured. A binder may only be 1ssued If the insured is renewing or replacing a policy or
binder currently written by the same insurer

The bill creates s 627 72951, F S., allowing an insurer to temporarily bind any vehicle for
no more than 3 days without collecting a premium, provided that the insured has another
vehicle insured by the same insurer.

Section 7. This act would take effect October 1, 1997.

FISCAL RESEARCH & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT:

A FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE AGENCIES/STATE FUNDS:

1 Non-recurring Effects.

None.

2 Recurring Effects

None
3 Long Run Effects Other Than Normal Growth.
None

4 Total Revenues and Expenditures-

None

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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B FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AS A WHOLE

1

3

Non-recurring Effects

None

Recurring Effects

None

Long Run Effects Other Than Normal Growth-

None

C DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR

1.

Direct Pnvate Sector Costs

Persons will pay the costs for any driver improvement course in which they enroll

Direct Private Sector Benefits:

Persons who successfully complete a driver improvement course which 1s certified
and approved by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles may receive
discounted motor vehicle insurance rates of up to 10 percent

Effects on Competition, Private Enterprise and Employvment Markets

Companies which offer driver improvement courses may experience increased
enrollment

D FISCAL COMMENTS.

IV. CONSEQUENCES OF ARTICLE VII, SECTION 18 OF THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION.

A. APPLICABILITY OF THE MANDATES PROVISION-

B REDUCTION OF REVENUE RAISING AUTHORITY"

C REDUCTION OF STATE TAX SHARED WITH COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES.

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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V. COMMENTS

VL.

VII

VI

AMENDMENTS OR COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES:

The Committee on Financial Services adopted the bill as a Committee Substitute. The
Committee Substitute differs from the original bill as follows:

the language providing that a signed rejection of uninsured motorist coverage
creates a presumption of knowing rejection, which operates in favor of the insurer, its
agents, and employees, is removed;

if there is a misrepresentation of an insurance policy in an advertisement in a
language other than English, then the insurance policy written in Enghsh will control
and not be changed or modified by any claims in the advertisement However, the
advertisement must contain a statement stating that the policy written in English
controls in the event of a dispute; and,

Insurance agents would have the right to cancel a policy because of an unpaid initial
premium within the earlier of 5 days after the actual notice of cancellation by certified
mail is received by the applicant, or 15 days after notice is sent to the applicant by
certified or registered mail. If a dishonored check is made payable to the insurer, the
insurer could cancel the policy in accordance with s 627.728(3)(a), F S., allowing the
policy holder a minimum of 10 days notice to cure the situation before canceliation
would take effect.

FINAL ACTION-

The House laid CS/1ST ENG /HB 1549 on the table on April 29, 1997 in order to take up
CS/1ST ENG./SB 1286 which was the identical senate companion bill CS/1ST ENG./SB
1286 was passed by the House on April 29, 1997

SIGNATURES

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES

Prepared by Legislative Research Director.
Eric E Johnson Stephen T Hogge

STANDARD FORM (REVISED 1/97)
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FINAL RESEARCH PREPARED BY COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES

Prepared b Legisliative Researcn Director
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Florida House of Representatives - 1997 HB 483

By Representative Geller

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to insurance; amending s.
627 728, F.S ; revising a definition; amending
s. 627.7295, F.S ; increases certain allowable
per-policy application fees; revising

limitations; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
627 728, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplement, is amended to
read:

627.728 Cancellations; nonrenevals.--

{1) As used in this section, the term:

(c) "Nonpayment of premium” means failure of the named
insured to discharge when due any of his obligations in
connection Wwith the payment of premiums aon a policy or any
installment of such premium, whether the premium is payable
directly to the insurer or 1ts agent or indirectly under any
premium finance plan or extension of credit, or failure to
maintain membership in an organization if such membership is a
condition precedent to insurance coverage. "Nonpayment of
premium” also means the failure of a financial instaitution to
honor an insurance applicant's check after delivery to a
licensed mgent for payment of a premium, even if the agent has
previously delivered or transferred the premium to the
insurer; further, if the dishonored check represents the
initial premium payment, the contract shall be void ab initio
unless the nonpayment 1s cured within 5 days after actual
notice by United States posial breef of mailing or by
certified or regqistered mail is received by the applicant, and

1
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if the contract is void, any premium received by the insurer
from a third party shall be refunded to that party in full.
d nored che ma ble to
u i agral
(3)(a),

Section 2. Subsection (5) of section €27.7295, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplement, is amended to read:

627.7295 Motor vehicle insurance contracts.--

(5) A licensed general lines agent way charge a
per-paolicy application fee not to exceed $25 $48 to cover the
administrative costs of the agent associated with selling the
motor vehicle insurance policy if-the-policy-covers-oniy
personal-injury-protection-coverage-as-previded-by-s:-627:736
end-preperty-danage-1iability-coverage-as-provided-by-s-
627:7295-and-if-ne-other-insurance-is-soid-er-issued-in

cenjunctien-with-or-celiaterai-te-the-poiicy. The per-policy

fee shall be fully esrped and shall be geparate apd distinct
n, & 1 jncluded i ulatj o th
) -polj fe od i yi) must-be

a-component-of-the-insurer:s-rate-filing-and-may-not-be
charged-by-an-agent-unisss-the-fee-is-inciuded-in-the-filing.
The-fee-is-not-considered-part-of-the-premium-except-for
purposes-of-the-department?s-revisw-of-expense-facters-in-a
filing-made-pursuant-to-s:-627:962-

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

lan.

HOUSE SUMMARY

Revises criteria relating to cancellation of insurance
due to nonpayment of premiums. Revises criteria for
charging a per-policy application fee for administrative
costs. Provides a fee 1ncre;se. See bill for details.

CODING: Daletions are strieken; additions are underlinad.
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This publication was produced at an average cost of 1.12 cents
per single p-go in compliance with the Rules and for ths
information of members of the lLegislature and the public.

3
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FLORIDA SENATE - 1997 SB B14

By Senators Grant, Williams, Childers, Casas and Thomas

13-296-97
A bill to be entitled

—-

2 An act relating to motor vehicle and casualty

3 insurance; amending s. 627.728, F.S.;

4 prescribing notice requirements relating to

5 nonpayment of premiums; amending s. 627.729S,

6 F.S5.; revising certain per-policy fees:

7 providing an effective date.

8

9] Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10
11 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
12/ 627.728, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplement, is amended to

13| read:
14 627.728 Cancellations; nonrenewals.--—

{5 (1) As used in this section, the term:

16 (c) "Nonpayment of premium" means failure of the named
17| insured to discharge when due any of his obligations 1in

18{ connection with the payment of premiums on a policy or any

-
)

installment of such premium, whether the premium is payable

N
(=)

directly to the insurer or its agent or indirectly under any

~N
—_

premium finance plan or extension of credit, or failure to

N
N

maintain membership in an organization if such membership is a

N
W

condition precedent to insurance coverage. “Nonpayment of

N
Lo

premium* also means the failure of a financial institution to

N
w

honor an insurance applicant's check after delivery to a

[
(=)

licensed agent for payment of a premium, even if the agent has

N
~

previously delivered or transferred the premium to the

[N ]
(o]

insurer; further, if the dishonored check represents the

N
\0

initial premium payment, the contract shall be void ab initio

w
o

unless the nonpayment 1s cured within 5 days after aetuat

notice by United States postal proof of mailing or certified
1

w
-
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1l or registered mail is sent to received-by the applicant, and
2| 1:f the contract is void, any premium received by the insurer

3l from a third party shall be refunded to that party in full. If

the dishonored check is payable to the insurer, the insurer
may cancel the policy pursuant to paragraph (3)(a).

Section 2. Subsection (5) of section 627.7295, Florida

4

5

6

7| Statutes, 1996 Supplement, is amended to read:

8 627.7295 Motor vehicle insurance contracts.--

9 (S) A licensed general lines agent may charge a

O] per-policy application fee not to exceed $25 949 to cover the

11| administrative costs of the agent associated with selling the

12] motor vehicle insurance policy. The fee shall be fully earned
13| and separate and distinct from, and may not be included in,

14| the calculation of the aggregate per—policy fee under s.

15/ £626.7451(11) 4£-the-pottcy-covers-oniy-personat—injury

16| protection-coverage-as—provided-by-s<-62?:736-and-property

17| damage-trabitity—coverage—as—-provided-by-s--627-7275-and-+£-no
18| other—insurance-rs-sotd-or-sssued-1n-conjunction-with-or

19| cotinterat-to—the—poticy. The-per—-potricy-fee-must—be-a

20| component-cf—the—tnsureris-rate-fiting-and-may-not—be—charged
21| by-an—agent-uniess-the-£fee-is-rnciuded-1n-the-£iting-——2he—fee
22| #s-not-considered-part-of-the-premium-except-for-purposes—of
23] the—departmentis-review-of-expense—£factors-in-a-£iiing-made

24) pursuant—to-s:-627-662+

25 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
26| law.
27
ERRKRRKRRRRRRER AR R AR R AR AR KR AR KR RARRR XA KRR
z: SENATE SUMMARY

Revises provisions related to motor vehicle and casualty
30 insurance. Revises certain provisions related to notice

required when a policyholder's premium payment check is

31 dishonored. Increases certain per-policy fees charged by
general agents. :
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SPONSOR Senators Grant, Williams, Childers, Casas and BILL SB 814

Thomas
Page 1
SENATE STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT
{This documont 1s based only on the pravisions canfamned in the ke gistation as of the latest date histed below )

Date April 13,1997 Revised 4/15/97
Subject Motor Vehicles and Casualty Insurance

Analyst Staff Director Reference Action
1 Deftenbaugh Deffenbaugh BI Fav/2 amendments
2
3
4
S

Summary:

SB 814 addresses two motor vehicle insurance 1ssues (1) cancellation of a policy due to payment
of the initial premium with a check that 1s dishonored, and (2) per-policy fees allowed to be
charged by general lines insurance agents

Currently, if a dishonored check represents the initial premium payment, the policy is canceled
retroactively to the first day of coverage, unless the nonpayment is cured within S days after
actual notice by certified mail is received by the applicant The bill changes this 5-day notice
requirement to allow the insurer to use United States postal proof of mailing or registered mail, in
addition to certified mail  Also, the applicant would have to cure the non-payment within 5 days
after the notice is “sent to” rather than ‘‘received by” the applicant, indicating that the 5 days
begins to run the day the notice 1s mailed, which effectively reduces the notice penod by a day or
two, depending on the time period for delivery The bill also gives the insurer the option, 1n the
case of an initial premium paid with a dishonored check, to cancel the policy prospectively (10
days after the notice), rather than retroactively to the first day of coverage

The bill increases from $10 to $25 the amount of the fee that a general lines agent may collect to
cover administrative costs of the agent associated with selling a motor vehicle insurance policy It
removes the limitation that the fee may be charged only for a policy providing only personal injury
protection and property damage liability It allows an agent to charge the fee, regardless of
whether the insurer includes the fee in its rate filing, and eliminates consideration by the
department of the impact of the fee in determining whether an insurer’s expenses (and premiums)
are excessive The bill allows this $25 fee to be charged in addition to the $25 policy fee that a
managing general agent may charge pursuant tos 626 7541(11), F S

This bill substantially amends sections 627 728 and 627 7295 of the Florida Statutes



SPONSOR Senators Grant, Willitams, Childers, Casas and BILL: SB 814

Thomas
Page 2

Present Situation:

Cancellations; Nonrenewals (Section 1)

Currently, s 627 728(2), F S, provides that a motor vehicle insurer is permitted to cancel a policy
for reasons specified 1n the statute, including non-payment of premium At least 10-days notice of
cancellation is required for cancellation due to nonpayment of premium, compared to the 45-days
notice that is otherwise required, [s 627 728(3)] United States postal proof of mailing or
certified or registered mailing of the 10-day (or 45-day) netice of cancellation constitutes
sufficient proof of notice, [s 627 728(5)]

The definition of non-payment of premium includes fatlure of a financial institution to honor a
check (due to insufficient funds) If the dishonored check represents the initial premium payment,
the contract shall be void ab mitio, meaning the effective date of the cancellation is retroactive to
the first day of coverage This is an exception to the requirement that the effective date of
cancellation be 10 days after the notice that otherwise applies for cancellation due to non-payment
ot premium However, the current law further provides that retroactive cancellation for a bad
check does not apply if the nonpayment 1s cured within 5 days after actual notice by certified mail
1> recerved by the applicant, [s 627 728(1)(c), F S ] This effectively requires the insurer to use
certified mail to notify an applicant of retroactive cancellation of a policy due to a bad check,
rather than other forms of mailing that otherwise constitute sufficient proof of notice of
cancellation pursuant to subsection (5),1e . U S. postal proof of mailing or registered mazl

The current taw described above providing for retroactive cancellation when the initial premium
payment is made by a dishonored check, states that the contract s#all be void ab initio unless the
non-payment ts cured within 5 days This indicates that the insurer has no discretion and nust
retroactively cancel the policy under this circumstance

Per-policy fees charged by general lines agents (Section 2)

Section 627 7295, F S, authorizes a general lines insurance agent to charge a per-policy fee of up
to $10 when selling a motor vehicle policy that provides only personal injury protection (PIP) and
property damage liabihty coverage 1f no other coverage is issued 1n connection with the policy
The fee must be included in the insurer’s rate filing and is reviewed under the rating law as an
expense factor, but is not considered a part of the premium for any other purposes (e g agents’
commissions, premium tax) This has two primary effects First, an agent is not permitted to
charge the $10 fee unless the insurer for which the agent is writing a policy has included the $10
fee in its rate filing Secondly, the current law effectively requires the department, in reviewing
the rate filing, to consider the $10 fee together with agent commissions and other expenses shown
in the filing, to determine whether overall expenses in the filing are reasonable and not excessive
The law provides that the $10 fee 1s not considered part of the premium except for purposes of
the department’s review of expense factors in a rate filing This means that the fee is not
refundable in the event of cancellation of the policy It also means that the fee 1s not subject to the

premium tax
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Pursuant tos 626 7451, F S, a managing general agent (MGA) may manage all or part of the
business of an insurer, including either adjustment or payment of claims or negotiation of
reinsurance on behalf of the insurer Under s 626 7451(11), F S, an MGA may charge a per-
policy fee of $25 when placing business with the insurer This section prohibits the policyholder
from being charged per-policy fees that, in the aggregate, exceed $25

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1. Amendss 627 728, F S, relating to cancellation and nonrenewal of motor vehicle
insurance policies Currently, if a dishonored check represents the initial premium payment, the
policy is canceled retroactively to the first day of coverage, unless the nonpayment is cured within
S days after actual notice by certified mail is received by the applicant The bill changes this S-day
notice requirement to allow the msurer to use United State postal proof of mailing or registered
matl, in addition to cerutied mail Also, the applicant would need to cure the non-payment within
5 days after the notice is “sent to” rather than “received by’ the applicant, indicating that the 5
days begins to run the day the notice is mailed, which effectively reduces the notice period by a
day or two, depending on the time period for delivery

The bill also provides that if a dishonored check is made payable to the insurer, the insurer “may”
cancel the policy in accordance with paragraph (3)(a), which requires 10-days notice prior to the
effective date of cancellation, rather than the contract being voided *“‘ab 1nitio” retroactive to the
first day of coverage This would give the insurer the option to cancel a policy prospectively,
rather than retroactively, in the case of a bad check

Section 2.  Amends s 627 7295, F S| relating to motor vehicle insurance contracts The bill
increases the amount of the per-policy fee that a general lines agent may charge to cover
administrative costs of the agent associated with selling a motor vehicle insurance policy, and
changes the circumstances under which the fee may be collected, as follows

1 The bill increases the maximum fee that may be charged by a general lines agent from
$10 to $25

2 The bill specifies that the fee is an “application” fee, indicating that the fee could only be
charged upon application for a motor vehicle insurance policy, and could not be charged
upon renewal

3 The bill removes the limitation that the fee may be charged for a policy providing only
personal injury protection and property damage hability, allowing the fee to be charged
with respect to any motor vehicle insurance policy

4 The bill removes the requirement that the policy fee may not be charged by an agent
unless it is a component of the insurer’s rate filing This will allow a general lines agent
to charge the fee, regardless of whether the insurer includes the fee in its rate filing It
also eliminates consitderation by the department of the impact of the fee, together with
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commissions and other expenses, in determining whether an insurer’s expenses (and
premiums) are excessive

5. The bill removes the provision that the fee is not considered premium except for
purposes of the department’s review of expenses under the rating law However, the bill
provides that the fee is fully eamed This should have the same effect as current law in
resulting in the fee not being refundable in the event of cancellation of the policy

6 The bill provides that the fee is separate and distinct from, and may not be included in,
the calculation of the $25 aggregate per-policy fee that a managing general agent may
charge pursuanttos 626 7541(11), F S Therefore, both the $25 MGA fee and the $25
fee allowed by this bill could be charged by an MGA selling a motor vehicle insurance

poticy

IV. Constitutional Issues:

A

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions
None

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues
None

Trust Funds Restrictions

None

V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A

Tax/Fee Issues
None (The fees addressed by this bill are private sector fees discussed below )
Private Sector Impact

Section 1 of the bill may save insurers costs of mailing when a policy 1s canceled due to a bad
check, by allowing for postal proot of mailing or registered mail, rather than certified mail
Policyholders may have a shorter time period to cure nonpayment due to a bad check since
the 5 days to cure the non-payment would run from the date of mailing rather than the date of
recerpt However, policyholders may benefit by not having the policy canceled retroactively

to the first day of coverage, since insurers would be permitted to cancel prospectively, 10
days after notice is sent to the policyholder
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VI.

Vil

VIiil.

Section 2 of the bill increases the per-policy fee that may be charged by general lines agents
from $10 to 325, and changes the circumstances under which the fee may be charged, as
specified “Effects of Proposed Changes,” above

Distinct from the increase in the fee itself, by eliminating the requirement that the fee be
included in the insurer’s rate filing, the bill has the potential impact of increasing the total
amount paid by persons buying auto insurance policies by the amount of the fee All other
factors being equal, an msurer’s expenses would remain constant if it increased its expenses
by the amount of the fee For example, an insurer with a currently approved rate that includes
a $10 per-policy fee, could increase its projected expenses by $10, after deducting the $10
fee, from its next rate filing, and still have an expense ratio and a premium rate that is not
excessive However, the policyholder would be paying $10 more to obtain the policy

However, by providing that the fee is an “application” fee, the bill may have the effect of
lowering the total amount of fees paid by a policyholder over the life of a policy, since the fee

could only be charged at the time of application, and could not be charged upon renewal of
the policy

C Government Sector Impact
None
Technical Deficiencies:
None
Related Issues:
None
Amendments:
#1 by Banking and Insurance
Revises the notice requirements and the time period for curing default in the event of cancellation
by an nsurer of a motor vehicle insurance policy due to a payment of the initial premium by a
dishonored check Asamended, if a dishonored check represents the initial premium payment, the
policy could be canceled retroactively to the first day of coverage (*void ab initi0”), unless the

nonpayment is cured within the earlier of S days after actual notice by certified matl is received by
the applicant, or 15 days after notice 1s sent to the applicant by certified mail or registered mail
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#2 by Banking and Insurance
Deletes the increase to $25 for the maximum per-policy fee allowed to be charged by general lines
agents, and reinserts the current $10 fee (which would be an application fee only, as provided in

the bill)

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the mtent or otfival position of the bill's sponsor or the Flonda Senate
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\ A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to motor vehicle insurance;

3 creating s. 627.06501, F.S.; authorizing motor
4 vehicle insurers to offer premium reductions

5 when the principal driver of an insured vehicle
6 bas completed an approved driver improvement

7 course; prescribing conditions and limits on

B such offer; amending s. 318.145t, F.S.;

9 providing for an assessment fee to be paid by
10 persons taking such a course; providing an

11 effective date.
12

13[ Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15 Section 1. Section 627.06501, Florida Statutes, is
16| created to read:

17 627.06501 Insurance discounts for certain persons

18] completing driver improvement course.—-—

19 (1) Any rate, rating schedule, or rating manual for

20{ the liability, personal injury protection, and collision

21| coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed with the
22| department may _provide for an appropriate reduction in premium
23| charges as_to such coverages when the principal operator on

24| the_covered vehicle has successfully completed a driver

25| improvement course approved and certified by the Department of
26) Highway_gafety and Motor Vehicles which is effective in

27| reducing crash or violation rates, or both, as determined

28| pursuant to s. 318.1451(5). Any discount, not to exceed 10

29t percent, used by an insurer is_presumed to be appropriate
30l unless credible data demonstrates otherwise.
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(2) The premium reduction authorized by this section
shall be effective for an insured for a 3-vear period after

successful completion of the_approved course, except that the

insurer may require, as a condition of maintaining the

reduction, that the insured:

{a) Not be involved in an accident for which the

ingured is at fault; and

(b} Not be convicted of or plead guilty or nolo

contendere to _a moving traffic violation.

{3) The organization offering the course shall, upon a
person's successful completion of the course, issue the person
a certificate that the person may use to qualify for the

premium discount authorized by this section.
{4) This section does not apply if the driver
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improvement course is taken in lieu of a court appearance for

-
[=a)

a traffic infraction as provided for in s. 318.14(9). However,

the five—election restriction enumerated in that section is
not applicable to taking the course for the purposes of

receiving insurance premium reductions.
Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 318.1451, Florida

—
~
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—

Statutes, is amended to read:

N
N

318.1451 Driver improvement schools.--

N
w

(4) In addition to a regular course fee, an assessment

N
[

fee 1n the amount of $2.50 shall be collected by the school

N
wn

from each person who elects to attend a course, as 1t relates
to ss. 318.14(9), 322,026%, and 322.291, and 627.06501, which
shall be remitted to the Department of Highway Safety and

NN
D N o

Motor Vehicles and deposited in the Highway Safety Operating

N
0

Trust Fund to administer this program and to fund the general

w
(=)

operations of the department.

w
—

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
2
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SENATE SUMMARY

Authorizes motor vehicle insurers to offer reductions 1in
the premium for liability, personal 1njur{ protection,
and collision insurance when the frinc1pa operator of
the insured vehicle has successfully completed a draiver
improvement course approved by the Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehilcles.
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